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Intellectual 
& Emotional 
Transmission 
of Torah

In this week’s parsha, there is a for-
mulation that appears only once in 
the Torah.  The Torah states: vayed-

aber Moshe el Hashem leymor (Bamidbar 
27:15).  Typically, a pasuk would state that 
God spoke with Moshe. In this instance, 
Moshe initiated the contact. The pasuk 
stresses that Moshe spoke to Hashem. 
After being informed that he will only see 
and not enter Eretz Yisrael, Moshe asks 
Hashem to appoint a successor. Once again, 
we witness Moshe’s greatness. Rather than 
considering his own needs and desires as 
he nears his departure from this world, he 
first and foremost expresses his concern 
about the future of Am Yisrael. 

Moshe specifically requests that Hashem 
select a leader for the nation so that 

they do not wander like “sheep without 
a shepherd”. The language used is:  צֹּא֕ן  כַּ

ה רֹעֶֽ ם  ין־לָהֶ֖ ר אֵֽ ֥  Why  .(Bamidbar 27:17) :אֲשֶׁ
did it not just state כצאן ללא רועה – why the 
addition of the term שאין להםשאין להם? (that they 
lack?)  The Lekach Tov explains that it is 
to underscore that a leader’s main con-
cern needs to be with the interests of the 
people (להם), not their personal interests.  

Hashem responds with informing Moshe 
that indeed Yehoshua will be his suc-
cessor.  In pasuk 18 Hashem instructs 
Moshe יו עָלָֽ דְךָ֖  דְךָיָֽ אֶת־יָֽ  ֥ מַכְתָּ  you shall lay - וְסָֽ
your hand upon him.  Yet, when Moshe 
appoints Yehoshua, it states: יויו סְמֹ֧ךְ אֶת־יָדָיָדָ֛֛  וַיִּ
יו  He laid his hands upon- (pasuk 23) עָלָ֖
him. The instruction was to do smicha 
with one hand, yet Moshe used two 
hands. It may seem trivial, yet, Rav Yosef 
Solovetchik (Masores Harav), derives an 
important message from this distinction.  

The Rav explains that in pasuk 20 Hashem 
instructs Moshe to not only appoint 
Yehoshua but to also ה֥ מֵהֽוֹדְךָ֖ עָלָי֑ו תַתָּ  You - ונָֽ
shall bestow some of your majesty (hod) 
upon him.  This “majesty” was figura-
tively imparted via Moshe’s second hand.  

There are two mesoros that Moshe trans-
ferred to Yehoshua. One is the tradition 
of learning Torah. The second (hod), 
was experiential. One can learn hilchos 
Shabbos, yet not truly comprehend the www.translationsandadvocacyforolimhadashim.com
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unique and special aspect of the Shabbos. 
To truly understand Shabbos, one has 
to experience it. Yehoshua was selected 
not only because of his intellectual pur-
suit of Torah, rather because he never 
left Moshe’s side, as is stated: “His atten-
dant, Yehoshua Bin-Nun, a lad, would 
not depart from the tent (Shemos 33:11). 
Yehoshua learned from the way Moshe 
spoke to others, benched, and conducted 
himself of a daily basis.

It is interesting to note that Yehoshua 
is often referred to as lad (na’ar) even 
though he was clearly in his fifties!  He 
had the attitude of a na’ar, someone will-
ing to learn and absorb from every act of 
his Rebbe.  Therefore, Yehoshua merited 
two mesoros, the mesorah of the mind 
and the mesorah of the heart- transmitted 
via Moshe’s two hands. 

Our task is to be able to transmit these 
two mesoros to our students and children.  
Torah is not just an intellectual pursuit, 
but one that has to pierce the heart and 
emotions of an individual.  Like Moshe, 
we need to serve as a personal exam-
ple and do all we can so that we convey 
the emotional as well as the intellectual 
beauty of the Torah. 
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For information on magni�cent stand alone homes in 
German Colony, Baka and Old Katamon.

Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863  

 

 

 Old Katamon/San Simon/Kiryat Schmuel

140 sqm apt on one �oor with registered balcony of 
123 sqm.  Great condition, under�oor heating, 
central air, full of light, parking in front of building. 
Price 5,600,000 NIS.

Newly renovated 145 sqm apartment on one �oor, 
shabbat elevator, registered parking and storage. 
Price 4,600,000 NIS.

New project  4, 5,  6 rooms available. Underground 
parking, shabbat elevator and storage. Starting 
prices at 3,800,000 NIS- larger apts -6,000,000 NIS.

Brand New Luxury Penthouse, 120 sqm on one �oor 
with a 130 sqm terrace. Call for more info.

Baka / Makor Haim
Charming, authentic Jerusalem stone garden apt for 
sale: 225 sqm on two �oors, plus 223 sqm registered 
garden plus 2 parking spots. Call more info.

Magical garden apartment, 229 sqm built space, 
300 sqm registered garden in the heart of Baka. 
Call for more info.

New duplex penthouse, 140 sqm  with two sukka 
terraces only 4,500,000 NIS!!!Mekor Haim

Quadra garden apartment,107 sqm duplex with 20 
sqm garden , registered parking - pool and gym for 
residences. 3,700,000 NIS.

Jerusalem Theatron Residences: 140 sqm - 300 
sqm  apartments available for sale now!!!  Call 
more info.

Beautiful apartment in Talbiya, 150 sqm, one �oor. 
High end �nishes, underground parking. 
Shabbat elevator, Sukkah terrace.  7,900,000 NIS.

German Colony
160 sqm on one �oor, 2nd �oor in small luxury 
building. Large sukka terrace. Parking, shabbat 
elevator, views, lots of light.  8,500,000 NIS.

New luxury project. 3 & 4 room apartments, storage 
underground parking, starting at 3,000,000 NIS.

Talbiya

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.   
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com 

  Tel: 054-723-3863  ·  etamorrisrealty.co.il
For the rental department please call:
Rachel Morris-Azrad  ·  052-5466425


