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Many
Chapters

av Yitzchok Zilberstein, shlit’a, Rav

of Ramat Elchanan, is a celebrated

gadol baTorah and a poseik at Maya-
nei Hayeshua Hospital in Bnei Brak. Rav
Zilberstein is the author of dozens of popu-
lar sefarim, among them Aleinu Leshabeach
and V’ehaarevna Na on contemporary
halachic challenges and scenarios he has
encountered.

While at a sheva brachos for the son of
a renowned talmid chacham in Bnei
Brak, Rav Zilberstein heard the following
ma’aseh from the ba’al simchah about a
dramatic day in Europe, before the War.

There was a cheder student who strug-
gled to maintain the behavioral standards
expected by the school. He was known
to be wild and unfazed by disciplinary
actions, making his rabbeim crazy when-
ever he would get into trouble. One day,
the melamed heard a strange bleating
sound coming from the shul adjacent to
the cheder. When he went to see what was
going on, to his great shock, a goat jumped
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out of the aron kodesh. When the melamed
returned to class, all eyes were on the usual
culprit. The menahel soon arrived, and the
boy admitted to the prank, but the men-
ahel decided this was the final straw and
announced that he would be expelled from
cheder.

Frowning and standing as tall as he could
before the menahel, the child retorted,
“With respect due to the Rov, the Menahel,
I will not leave the cheder. And... please
know that I hereby summon you to the Beis
Din!” All were stunned to silence while the
young boy strode out the door and down
the street to the Beis Din, where he begged
the secretary for an audience. Bewildered,
the menahel and melamed followed behind.

When the door to the Beis Din opened to
the unlikely crew, the boy stepped forward
and confessed, “Your Honor, I understand
that what I did was wrong, and I deserve to
be punished. But kicking me out of yeshi-
vah will not only affect the rest of my life,
it will also affect my future offspring... Did
the menahel consult with them? Did he
take their lives and spiritual well being into
account?”

The menahel and Av Beis Din stared at each
other in surprise for a full minute. While
he may have been a trouble-maker, the
boy was clearly very sharp! Needless to
say, he was given another chance, and he



soon settled down in cheder. In fact, from
that day on, he began to focus his uncon-
ventional intensity and lack of inhibition
upon his Torah study — and excelled above
many.

“And I...” paused the ba’al simchah with
emotion, “I am the great-grandson of that
trouble maker!”

Almost forty years after the initial count-
ing of Am Yisrael in the Desert, everyone
from the Dor haMidbar has passed away.
A new generation has grown up and is
ready to enter Eretz Yisrael in their stead.
In the wake of the mageifah, the horrific
plague which Pinchas has ended, Hashem
now instructs Moshe and Elazar to conduct
another census and engage in chalukas
ha-Aretz, to divide and assign regions of the
Holy Land as tribal inheritances:
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“The land, moreover, is to be apportioned
by lot... Each portion shall be assigned
by lot, whether for larger or smaller
groups.... The inheritance shall be appor-
tioned between the numerous and the few,
according to lot....” (26:56)

Instead of allowing power, influence or
coalition politics to determine where each
Shevet would go, Rashi explains the Torah’s
intent in making it 9711a '9-9y, according
to a lottery system: wmpn nmina npynmiw,
“The Land was divided by means of the
Divine Spirit.” Similarly, when Yehoshua
leads the nation into Eretz Yisrael, it is v
19 1 'n 9, “in accordance with Hashem’s
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KIRYAT SHMUEL, Harav Chen
JUST LISTED! 3 Room apartment on the first floor,

bright, with lots of potential through Tama 38.
Asking NIS 2,600,000

REHAVIA, Azza

Renovated first floor apt, 55 SQM, 2 spacious bdrms,
Succah Balcony, Storage in use. NIS 2,000,000

OLD KATAMON, HaPalmach

In Old Katamon an oversized 3 bedroom apartment
with amazing potential, over 115 sqm of space,
elevator, parking, storage, quiet & full of light.
Asking NIS 3,600,000

NACHLAQOT, Sh Baruch

125 sqm with 3 sukkah balconies right near Shuk
Mahane Yehuda and walking distance to the Old City
3 beds 2.5 baths elevator building gorgeous views.

Asking NIS 3,490,000
BAYIT VAGAN, Uziel

Renovated 85 SQM apartment, 2 bdrms, potential for
3rd bdrm, updated kitchen, succah balcony, dining &

living room, parking. NIS 2,100,000 LM Rentals
ARNONA, Shalom Yehuda

JUST LISTED! 80 SQM, 2 bedroom apartment,

furnished, spacious, and bright. Asking - NIS 5,200

REHAVIA, Metudela

Beautiful penthouse 100 SQM, 3 beds, 2 baths,

elevator balcony, roof access. NIS 8,500 Efrat
NEW: ZAYIT, Pitom Haketoret

NEWLY LISTED! 386 sqm semi attached house,

5 bdrms, American-style kitchen w/ add. 2 bdrm rental.

Beautiful view & excellent Zayit location.
Price NIS 4,480,000
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word.” (Yehoshua, 19:50)

Rebbe Yissachar Dov of Belz (Imros Kodesh,
Pinchas) adds that the portions of Eretz
Yisrael were assigned according to unique
spiritual character traits that matched the
qualities of the geography. Each location
corresponded to the shoresh ha-neshama,
the spiritual root of each tribe. Only the
Ribbono shel Olam, in His infinite wisdom,
knows the true hidden potentials and abil-
ities of each tribe. Only Hashem knew the
strengths and talents hidden beneath the
occasional appearance of ‘trouble-making’.
Identifying the deeper spiritual stature of
each tribal founder and their offspring
needed to be accomplished through Ruach
haKodesh.

Our sedra describes the first Shevet to
receive their inheritance: “Reuven, b’chor
Yisrael, Israel’s firstborn: the descendants
of Reuven were the Chanochi family (133ni)
from Chanoch; the Palw’i family (w379m),
descendants of Palu....” (26:5)

Rashi notes the spelling of the family
names in this verse, and offers that it is
in response to the nations who had cast
aspersions on their lineages. Our enemies
had attempted to denigrate them, saying,
“How can they trace their lineage by their
tribes? Do they really think that the Egyp-
tians did not exploit their mothers? If [the
Egyptians] mastered the bodies [of the
Hebrews], all the more so [did they exer-
cise authority over] their wives.” For this

Mazel Tov to
Dr. Robin Zeiger & Dr. ]omtban BenEzra
on the wmarriage of their son




reason, proclaims Rashi, the Ribbono Shel
Olam appended His Name to the names of
these families, adding the letter n to one
side and the letter  to the other side (230n
and w379m). This was as if to say, ‘I bear wit-
ness that these are the sons of their fathers?’

In relation to the Tribes, David haMelech
too refers to Hashem as a testifying ‘Wit-
ness’: IxWY My - 03w 0vaw 19V oww,
“There ascended the tribes, the tribes of
God (@), testimony to Israel” (Tehilim,
122:4). Hashem’s Name (1) is again testi-
fying for them; whatever question may be
raised regarding the holiness and purity of
our identity, God Himself vouches for us. It
is for this reason, throughout the text, that
the names of the families begin with a n
and end with a.

Aswerecognize the Creator’s willingness to
testify on our behalf, to stand up for us ‘in
court’ and to proclaim his belief in us, how
can we not become deeply patient, humble
and kind in the way we see and judge oth-
ers? Each of us lives out a story consisting of
many chapters. Only Hashem knows how
many chapters there will be and how the
narrative will unfold. May there always be
a sweet and happy ending, with revealed
good in store for us all!

“The grandchildren of Haman learned
Torah in Bnei Brak...” (Gittin, 57b) m
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FINE JERUSALEM HOMES

FOR SALE

BAKA BORDER-GERMAN COLONY
SEMI-DETACHED TOWNHOUSE
216 M ON FOUR LEVELS
PRIVATE GARDEN AND PARKING
6 BDRMS, 4 BATHS
FOR RENOVATION
QUIET OFF STREET, CLOSE TO MESILA
NIS 7,300,000

LUXURY APT IN CITY CENTER
IN THE NEVIIM COURT PROJECT
4.5RMS, 120 M, 3RD FL WITH SHABBAT
ELEVATOR, PRIVATE PARKING, STORAGE,
BALCONY WITH VIEW TO THE MOUNT OF
OLIVES, AREA FOR SUKKAH
NIS 4,450,000
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> Licensed sealer
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We specialize in sealing roof and
building walls, constructing and
repairing roof tiles, constructing and
repairing drainpipes, sealing balconies,
basements and pools.

Our company uses only Sll-certified
approved by Ministry of Health.

Among our clients: the Jerusalem
municipality, Bezeq, Ben Gurion Airport,
house committees and more.
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