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Rosh Chodesh Menachem Av is on Shabbat July 10, 2021

המולד יהיה בליל שבת בשעה תשע, חמישים ותשע דקות ותשע חלקים.

ראש חדש מנחם אב יהיה ביום שבת קודש הבא עלינו ועל כל ישראל לטובה.
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MATOT - MASEIHAVDALAPINCHASEARLIESTCANDLES
HavdalaEarliestCandles8:31Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim6:207:13 8:296:197:12
8:316:217:298:33Aza area (Netivot, S’derot, Et al)6:227:30
8:306:207:318:32Beit Shemesh / RBS6:217:32
8:296:207:278:31Gush Etzion 6:207:28
8:326:227:298:34Raanana/ Tel Mond/ Herzliya/ K. Saba 6:227:30
8:316:207:288:32Modi’in / Chashmona’im 6:217:29
8:336:227:308:34Netanya6:227:31
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Ranges 11 days Wed.- Shabbat 
June 30 - July 10 /20 Tamuz - 1 Av
 
Earliest Tallit and Tefillin 4:37 - 4:42
Sunrise 5:37 - 5:41
Sof Zman Kriat Shema 9:10 - 9:13
Magen Avraham      8:26 - 8:29
Sof Zman Tefila 10:20 - 10:23 
(According to the Gra and Baal HaTanya) 
Chatzot (Halachic Noon) 12:42 - 12:44
Mincha Gedola (Earliest Mincha)  1:18 - 1:20
Plag Mincha 6:20 - 6:19
Sunset (Including Elevation) 7:53 - 7:52
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As we enter the 3 Weeks, 
the Bein HaMetzarim, we 
try to get into the proper 
mentality of mourning for 
the loss of the Beit HaMik-

dash, increasing our Ahavat Chinam, and 
working on improving ourselves. We pray 
that this Tisha B’Av be the first to be cele-
brated with the coming of Mashich. After 
the loss and challenges of the pandemic, 
Meron, the Karliner-Stolin Chassidim in 
my own community, and most recently 
the tragedy in Miami, we need Hashem’s 
intervention and Geulah. 

During this period we focus on improv-
ing ourselves both on the individual and 
the communal levels. Yet, I am reminded 
of how many blessings we have. We truly 
are in the period of redemption. Sefer 
HaNevuah (the Book of Nevuah which 
the OU helped publish in Hebrew and 
we are working on publishing in English) 
features 250 pages of examples indicating 
that the prophecies regarding the end of 
days are coming to fruition in modern day 
Israel. 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

One of the most obvious examples is 
Jewish people returning to Israel from 
all corners of the world. As an American 
Oleh, I appreciate that there are cities 
and communities which are primarily 
Anglo. There are benefits to a “soft land-
ing” when making the big decision to 
move halfway around the world. Anglo 
communities have their unique culture 
and needs. At the same time, I find it 
absolutely beautiful that even when I 
travel to more “Israeli” communities, 
English-speaking Olim are making their 
mark and having an impact. 

This is perhaps most evident when it 
comes to Torah Tidbits distribution. Walk-
ing into the basement of the OU Israel 
Center on Wednesdays is a testament to 
Anglo Olim living all over the country. 
You see bags and boxes packed with the 
names of cities throughout Israel, - North, 
Center, and South. Thank you to Toni Cher-
nofsky and Arlene Saslow for overseeing 
this operation week after week, and thank 
you to their tremendous team of volunteer 
packers and distributors. The stories of 
how packages of Torah Tidbits reach their 
final destinations are mind boggling and 
attest to the dedication of so many volun-
teers, and all of us who enjoy Torah Tidbits 
appreciate your efforts. 

I felt the impact of English-speaking 
Olim on a recent visit to Tel Aviv as well. 
Jonathan Shulman (Director of OU-JLIC in 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

OU Israel extends its heartfelt 
condolences to our dear friends  

Mr. Hillel Brachfeld  
and the entire Brachfeld Family  

upon the passing of 
Mrs. Charlotte Brachfeld a'h 
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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Israel) and I met with Jay Shultz, Yehuda 
Goldberg, and Chaim Farkas who took 
us around Tel Aviv and showed us the 
vibrant English-speaking, young profes-
sionals community there. I was amazed 
to see the growing community of Anglos 
who came to Israel full of passion, values, 
and a drive to succeed both profession-
ally and personally that are living in Tel 
Aviv and striving for more opportunities 
for spiritual growth. We are trying to see 
how the OU can be of assistance in help-
ing provide opportunities for spiritual 
growth. 

On a personal note, last week marked  
36 years since my parents gave my siblings 
and I the greatest bracha of bringing our 
family on Aliyah. There are not enough 
words in the world to adequately thank 
my parents for bringing me to Israel. I was 

9 years old with 3 younger siblings when I 
came home from school one day, and my 
parents informed me that we were mak-
ing Aliyah. As a 9 year old it seemed like a 
cool adventure. I’d never been on a plane 
before. Little did I know that, that decision 
would be the biggest gift my parents could 
have given my siblings and me. Ema and 
Abba, considering I know you are religious 
readers of this Torah Tidbits column, I am 
going to take advantage of this platform to 
thank you from the bottom of my heart. I 
love you both to no end and hope to con-
tinue giving you Yiddishe Nachat Ad Meah 
V’esrim Shana. Thank you very much. 

Avi, 
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

Join Zvi Lapian 
for an exceptional 

and relaxing 

SUKKOT
at the LAVI hotel

Sep 20-28 2021
Scholar in Residence 
Rabbi Professor 
Daniel Sinclair

Mehadrin Rabbanut  
Galil Tachton

zvilapian@gmail.com Tel. 054-447-3851
Toll free UK: 0800-098-8428 US: 1-800-376-1803
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of  
RCA Israel Region

1st aliya (Bamidbar 25:10-26:4) 
Pinchas, son of Elazar, son of 
Aharon halted the plague. He 

will merit the covenant of peace, of priest-
hood. Those killed by him were Zimri, the 
prince of a family of Shimon and Kozbi, the 
daughter of a prince of a family of Midian. 
Harass the Midianites due to this entice-
ment. G-d instructs Moshe and Elazar to 
take a census of the men over the age of 20. 

Our parsha is the parsha of transition. 
Aharon has died. Elazar has taken his place. 
Moshe is told he too will die before entry 
to the Land. He will appoint his successor. 
It is in this context that we encounter Pin-
chas’ slaying of a mixed couple: a Jewish 
man and a Midianite woman. And not just 

KI TEITZEI any man and woman; dignitaries, leaders 
of their respective families.  Pinchas jumps 
into the breach and slays them. Does this 
story ring a bell?  Has there been a story in 
the Torah of a mixed couple, dignitaries, a 
Jew, and a non-Jew? And where someone 
just cannot tolerate this and jumps vio-
lently into the breach slaying the people? 
But in that story, it was a Jewish woman 
Dina and a non-Jewish man Shechem. And 
into the breach jumped Shimon and Levi, 
slaying the males of the city. Yaakov was not 
happy, for that was not his way. Here too. 
Who is Pinchas? The grandson of Aharon. 
The epitome of peace. Were Aharon alive, 
he too would have winced. Grimaced. This 
is not my way. But. Such is life. Sometimes 
the grandchildren go in their own way. 
Contrary to the legacy of their grandpar-
ents. And that is the crucial importance of 
this story and this parsha. Transition. New 
leadership. Sometimes like the old. And 
sometimes not. But leadership it is.

2nd aliya (26:5-51) The census of 
each tribe is done, listing the fam-
ilies and the census count of each 

tribe. The census total is 601,730 men over 
the age of 20.

Though the summary of this aliya is rather 
terse, it is in fact a lengthy aliya of 47 verses. 
The purpose of this count is to prepare for 
the dividing of the Land, instructions for 
which are in the next aliya. But, in addi-
tion, it is part of the unfolding transition 
of power. This story is the repetition of 
the story of the census done by Moshe 
and Aharon. The repetition of stories in 
Tanach is often to indicate that the new 
generation is doing a fine job of following 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

PINCHAS

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.



OU ISRAEL CENTER         7

in the footsteps of the old. Or not doing a 
fine job. Or doing a different, but equally 
fine job. Here, what was then is identical to 
what is being done now. They did it then; 
we are doing it now. 39 years ago Moshe 
and Aharon did a census. Today Moshe and 
Elazar are doing a census.  Elazar’s role as 
the new Kohen leader is taking root.   

3rd aliya (26:52-27:5) The Land is 
to be divided according to this 
census; those with more, receive 

more. Though the plots are given by lottery. 
The tribe of Levi is enumerated, though 
they will not receive Land allocations.  None 
of those of the census of Moshe and Aharon 
are alive for this census, save Yehoshua and 
Calev. The 5 daughters of Zelophchad ques-
tion Moshe and Elazar: though our father 
left Egypt, he has no male heirs to enter the 
Land. Why should his name be forgotten? 
Let us claim his portion. Moshe brought 
their query before G-d.

The claim of these daughters is a legitimate 
claim. In the narrative of transition of lead-
ership, Elazar is getting his first lesson from 
Moshe: we don’t know it all. Nothing wrong 
with a leader, even Moshe, saying “I don’t 
know.”  

4th aliya (27:6-23) Moshe is told 
that the daughters of Tzeloph-
chad are correct; their father’s 

portion will be allotted to them. Moshe is 
told to ascend the mountain and peer at the 
land of Israel for he will not enter it.  Moshe 
asks for a successor. G-d instructs him to 
transfer his leadership to Yehoshua in front 
of all the people. He did so in front of Elazar 
and all the people.
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discussing how to continue to operate the 
Zula when the teenagers aren’t always 
interested in compiling with corona 
guidelines, such as not properly wearing 
their masks. Due to Corona, the Zula is 
operating outside its usual location on 
Yaffo Street since we cannot be inside. 
The cold in Yerushalayim was frigid, and 
my hands remained in my pockets while 
I shuffled my body to try and stay warm. 
Yet, a few meters in front of me our Zula 
counselors were strumming their guitars 
and sitting calmly as they listened to the 
youth unburden themselves. They were 
seeing the potential in these kids and 
watering them with acceptance and love 
because they know that they will be the 
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish 
people. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 78,424

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה
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REASON #3: 
 

ROXIMITY TO AJOR ITIES P M C

IItt  ppaayyss  ttoo  bbuuyy  aa  pprrooppeerrttyy
iinn  AAsshhkkeelloonn  ––  hheerree’’ss  wwhhyy::

BBeeiinngg  oonnllyy  11  hhoouurr    aawwaayy  ffrroomm
YYeerruusshhaallaayyiimm  aanndd  oonnllyy  4455  mmiinnuutteess
aawwaayy  ffrroomm  TTeell  AAvviivv,,  aalllloowwss  ffoorr  
qquuiicckk  wweeeekkeenndd  ggeett--aawwaayyss..  

Being only 1 hour  away from
Yerushalayim and only 45 minutes
away from Tel Aviv, allows for 
quick weekend get-aways. 

It pays to buy a property
in Ashkelon – here’s why:

NOW is the time to take advantage and lock down
a great deal on your dream vacation home –
and best of all, it’s very affordable – just 15%
down payment, with mortgages available and bank
guarantees. Rental income often in excess of 3.5%.
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Moshe, in spite of the personal disappoint-
ment that he will not see the goal of his 
entire leadership, that he will not enter 
the Land, thinks about transition. If the 
leader is motivated by his legacy, by his 
accomplishment, then when told he will 
not achieve his goal, he would kick and 
scratch to preserve his goals. When the 
leader is motivated by serving his people, 
well, then it’s different; they can be served 
mighty finely by me or by someone else. 
Moshe cannot allow the news of his end to 
preoccupy him.  His role is to lead the peo-
ple. And if he will not, he wants to ensure 
someone else will.  

5th aliya (28:1-15) The Commu-
nal Offerings. There are specific 
offerings for specific occasions 

that are My bread, My pleasant aroma. 
Daily: 2 lambs, one in the morning, one in 
the evening, accompanied by flour with oil 
and wine. Like was brought at Sinai. Shab-
bat Mussaf: 2 additional lambs with their 
flour, oil and wine. Rosh Chodesh Mussaf: 
2 bulls, 1 ram, 7 lambs, with their flour, oil 
and wine and 1 goat sin offering. 

Every day there is an offering done in the 
Temple, the daily offering of a lamb in the 
morning and in the afternoon. Very simple. 
On special occasions there is an additional 

offering, the Mussaf. The special occasions 
include Shabbat, Rosh Chodesh and in the 
upcoming aliyot, all the holidays of the 
year. This description of the Mussaf offer-
ings is read in shul the most times of any 
Torah reading over the course of the year. 
It is read for every Rosh Chodesh and as 
the Maftir for every Yom Tov – 35 times a 
year in Israel, 38 in chutz laaretz. I have 
appended a chart at the end of this article – 
borrowed with a little adjustment from the 
Artscroll Chumash at the end of this Parsha. 
You will note that the Shabbat Mussaf is 
different than every other one. It is simply 
a daily double; 2 lambs. No bulls, rams or 
goats.  Makes you wonder if the Talmudic 
statement that we have a double neshama 
on Shabbat and the halacha that we have 
2 challot – is that an aggadic statement, a 
midrashic flair, or is it merely extending 
what the Torah itself says? The Mussaf is a 
double. So too, our soul is doubled. As does 
our enjoyment, our challah, double.  

6th aliya (28:16-29:11) Pesach is 
on the 14th of the 1st month. On the 
15th begins the 7-day holiday of 

Matza. The first day is a holiday. The Mussaf 
for each day of Pesach:2 bulls, 1 ram, 7 
lambs, with their flour, oil and wine and 1 
goat sin offering. The 7th day is a holiday.  
Shavuot: the new grain offering is brought. 
Mussaf: same as Pesach. Rosh Hashana: is 
a holiday, a day of Teruah. Mussaf: the same 
as the others except only 1 bull, not 2.  Yom 
Kippur: is a holiday, a day of affliction. Mus-
saf: same as Rosh Hashana.

The daily tamid and the Mussaf offerings 
are communal; brought on behalf of the 
entire nation of Israel. There would never 

 In memory of
Alayne Wohl a"h

חוה בת לויס ורבקה ע"ה
On her third yahrzeit

כ"ז תמוז
Beloved Mother, Grandmother  

and Great-grandmother 
Wohl families - Maale Adumim and Charlotte, NC
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be an announcement in the Mikdash that 
today’s Mussaf is being sponsored by Sarah 
Cohen in honor of her granddaughter’s bat 
mitzvah. Can’t do it. The notion of a com-
munal approach to G-d may explain the 
anomaly of the placement of this section. 
Didn’t we have a pretty exhaustive descrip-
tion of the sacrifices in Sefer Vayikra? Why 
is this section about sacrifices out of place, 
delayed until here? Because it fits into the 
thematic flow of the end of Bamidbar.  
Bamidbar is the national march to the 
Land. But Jewish living and Jewish society 
is both personal and communal. We pursue 
G-d personally. We do our mitzvot. And we 
will occupy a particular place in the Land 
of Israel; our little plot of Land that we just 
described in the previous aliyot. But, in 
addition, we are part of this people. As a 
people we have a unique relationship with 
G-d; and He with us. Part of the terrible 
disappointment of the creeping alienation 
of Jews from Israel that we are witnessing 
in our time is the complete dissipation of 
a sense of being a part of a people, a bind-
ing to the fate of the people. That is what 
is symbolized by the communal offerings.

7th aliya (29:12-30:1) Sukkot: the 
first day is a holiday. Mussaf: 13 
bulls, 2 rams, 7 lambs with their 

flour, oil and wine and 1 goat sin offering. 
The 2nd day of the holiday has the same 
Mussaf except only 12 bulls. The 3rd day is 
11 bulls. Each of the 7 days has one less 
bull, with all the other offerings the same. 
Shemini Atzeret: is a holiday. Mussaf: the 
same as Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur.

Immediately apparent from this chart are 
the groupings: Pesach and Shavuot, the 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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Contains 6 of the 613 mitzvot, all positive. One of only 
six sedras that have only positive mitzvot

MITZVOT

STATS

41st of the 54 sedras; 
8th of 10 in Bamidbar 
Written on 280 lines (rank: 2nd) 
35 Parshiyot; 10p 25s (2nd most) 
168 psukim 2nd (2nd in B'midbar) 
1887 words 9th (2nd in B'midbar) 
7853 letters 4th (2nd in B'midbar)

uniqueness of the extra offerings of Sukkot, 
and the pairing of Rosh Hashana and Yom 
Kippur and oddly enough, Shmini Atzeret.  

HAFTORAH 
YIRMIYAHU 1:1- 2:3

This week’s haftorah is the first of a series 
of three “haftorot of affliction.” These three 
haftarot are read during the Three Weeks 
of mourning for Jerusalem, between the 
fasts of 17 Tammuz and 9 Av.

Yirmiyahu recounts how G-d appointed 
him as prophet — despite his initial reluc-
tance to accept the task — and tells of the 
encouragement G-d gave him to fulfill his 
crucial mission.

He then describes two prophetic visions he 
was shown. The first featured an almond 
tree branch. G-d explained to Yirmiyahu 
that just like an almond tree is very quick 
to blossom, so too G-d will carry out his 
plan — to punish the Jews for their sins — 
in due haste.

The second vision was that of a boiling pot 
whose foam was directed northward. G-d 
explained that this was an allusion to the 
afflictions the Jewish people would suffer 
at the hands of the people from the north 

Olah Offering Chatat 
Sin 
Offering

Day Bulls Rams Lambs Goat

Weekday  
Daily not 
Mussaf

0 0 1morning          
1 evening

0

Shabbat 0 0 2 0

Rosh 
Chodesh

2 1 7 1

Pesach  
(all days)

2 1 7 1

Shavuot 2 1 7 1

Rosh 
Hashana

1 1 7 1

Yom Kippur 1 1 7 1

Sukkot 
Day 1

13 2 7 1

Sukkot -2 12 2 7 1

Sukkot – 3 11 2 7 1

Sukkot – 4 10 2 7 1

Sukkot – 5 9 2 7 1

Sukkot – 6 8 2 7 1

Sukkot – 7 7 2 7 1

Shmini 
Atzeret

1 1 7 1

Rabbi Yona Reiss Av Beis Din, cRc and 
Rosh Yeshiva, YU will IY"H give his annual 

yahrzeit shiur for his father

 Harry Reiss z"l
Wednesday, July 7, 7:30pm

at the Yeshiva University Gruss Campus,  
40 Dudevani Street, Bayit Vegan, J'lem

Topic: "The Lore and Law about the 
Second Day of  Yom Tov  

for Visitors to and from Israel"

Please call 0524517548  
to confirm attendance
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Bamidbar Chapter 25: 12 – "Therefore say, Behold I give him My covenant of peace"
Many commentaries ask the simple question, why Pinchas was rewarded specifically with the bless-

ing of Peace in return for his act of zealotry. There was no more suitable reward or gift to grant him 
for such actions?

Rabbi Avraham Shmuel Sofer (1815-1871) in his book the Ktav Sofer gives one answer. He points 
out that zealotry is the act of extremism, pitted with many dangers and one must be very wary of such 
acts. Pinchas who took such an action had to be put back on balance. What better way to return the 
person to a more moderate path than to give him a characteristic of yearning for peace.

The act of extremism was replaced with searching for peace.
Later, Tanach records Pinchas being sent to intercede on behalf of the two and a half tribes living on 

the eastern side of the Jordan. In the Book of Joshua Chapter 22, the nation of Israel became suspicious 
of these tribes left on the other side of the Jordan and accused them of idolatry. Pinchas realized that 
their intentions were pure. Pinchas, the one who stood and killed Zimri, now, prevented bloodshed 
and civil war. Shabbat Shalom 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

SHABBAT AFTERNOON PARSHA SHIUR 
with RABBI CHANOCH YERES will be 
held at the BACK GARDEN of the OU 

Israel Center Building at 5:00pm

Service in  Hebrew | English | French | Italian
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of the Holy Land, namely Bavel. G-d will 
cause the kingdoms of the north to lay siege 
on Yerushalayim and Judea and He will 
pass judgment on the Jewish people due to 
their abandonment of G-d’s ways and their 
idol worship.

G-d then encouraged Yirmiyahu to deliver 
the prophecy and not to fear the Jewish 
populace who would certainly not take 
kindly to such harsh words.

The haftorah ends with a reassuring proph-
ecy to the people: “Go and call out in the 
ears of Yerushalayim saying: so said G-d: 
‘I remember to you the loving-kindness of 
your youth, the love of your nuptials, your 
following Me in the desert, in a land not 
sown. Israel is holy to G-d, the first of His 
grain; all who eat him shall be guilty, evil 
shall befall them, says G-d. 
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MIDEI CHODESH
B'CHODSHO

BY RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN
Faculty, OU Israel
Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Ahavath 
Torah, Englewood NJ

More of 
Moshe: A 
Lesson to be 
Learned  
The Book of Devarim is clearly different….

• The volume’s opening words immedi-
ately reflect a distinction: “And these 
are the words that Moshe spoke…”

• Tellingly absent, until Devarim’s final 
chapters, are all variations of the 
familiar phrase: “And HaShem spoke 
to Moshe saying…” 

• Recorded almost completely in the first 
person, Devarim primarily consists 
of Moshe’s farewell addresses to the 
Israelites.

• Much of Devarim’s text seems to spring 
spontaneously from Moshe’s heart.

The Talmud maintains that the Torah’s first 
Tochacha (extended section of rebuke), 
recorded in Sefer Vayikra, was transmitted 
by Moshe “from the mouth of the Almighty.” 
In contrast, the second Tochacha, recorded 
in Sefer Devarim, was “conveyed by Moshe 

of his own accord.”1

These differences ignite a debate that spans 
the centuries. Who exactly, ask the rabbis, 
is the author of Sefer Devarim-Hashem or 
Moshe?  

The answers proposed by Chazal run the 
gamut of possible approaches. While all 
traditional commentaries acknowledge 
the divine nature of Sefer Devarim, some 
authorities are more willing than others to 
accept an expanded role on Moshe’s part in 
the actual crafting of the text.

Whichever position we take concerning 
the process of Devarim’s creation, how-
ever, one point is abundantly clear: There 
is “more of Moshe” in the book of Devarim 
than in any other volume of the Torah. 
Apparently, God could not allow the Torah 
to close without a more complete glimpse 
into the heart and mind of this exceptional 
leader. Through Sefer Devarim, we are 
given a greater opportunity to meet Moshe, 
the man.

The book of Devarim thus conveys a mes-
sage that goes well beyond the specific 
issue of Moshe’s role in the volume. With 
this final Sefer, HaShem embeds an overar-
ching truth into the Torah’s very structure; 
a truth that will shape the development of 

1  Talmud Bavli Megilla 31b

SHABBAT MEVARCHIM
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our nation’s tradition across time:

The fabric of Jewish experience is as much a 
product of people and personalities, as it is a 
product of technical statute and law. 

We inaccurately tend to view the process of 
Mesora, the passing of tradition, as a two-
step progression; the receiving of a heritage 
from the past and the transmission of that 
heritage to the future. There is, however, an 
often missed, pivotal third step. We receive 
tradition from the past generation, that tra-
dition courses through us, and, only then, 
do we then pass that tradition to the future.

Inexorably, as the corpus of Jewish life 
courses through individuals, families 
and communities in each generation, it is 
altered by a myriad of variables. The per-
sonal experiences, challenges, perceptions, 
aspirations and dreams of parents, teach-
ers, grandparents, rabbis, communal 
leaders and whole communities, all shape 
the continually developing character of our 
people’s legacy. 

By way of clarification, consider the fol-
lowing: Gefilte fish, kugel, cholent, and the 
like, are not found in the Torah text. The 
character of a family’s Shabbat and Fes-
tival table; the warmth of a mother’s or a 
grandmothers’ touch; the patient smile on a 
father’s or grandfather’s face; the power of 
a teacher’s approval; and so much more; do 
not emerge from the pages of the Talmud. 
The contribution of the “human element” 
to our people’s mesora should never be 
underestimated. 

Even in the seemingly technical arena 
of Jewish law, the human component is 

ARNONA/TALPIOT - 
Beit Hanatziv, Derech Hevron 101A

RAMAT ESHKOL Shopping Center (Above Waffle Bar)

(02) 674-3888

Professional Optometrists
Eye Exams/ Contact Lens Fittings
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Your Satisfaction Guaranteed

Your face is like a work of art

It deserves a beautiful frame 
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Rabbi Goldin is the author of the OU 
press volumes “Unlocking the Torah 
Text,” and “Unlocking the Haggada.

starkly evident. Judaism is unique in its 
insistence upon a foundational partnership 
between man and God in the determination 
of religious law. Once God establishes the 
basic legal and methodological foundations 
of halacha, He hands the law over to the 
rabbis for continuing interpretation and 
application. Human beings all, the rabbis 
naturally bring to bear their own percep-
tions and personalities as they apply their 
expertise to the delineation of our nation’s 
legal path. 

The phenomenon of personal contribution 
to the Mesora of our people adds human 
warmth and creativity to the fabric of our 
tradition. This phenomenon, however, also 
heightens our personal responsibility.

As the flow of tradition courses through 
us and our time, we are challenged indi-
vidually: What will be the nature of our 

contribution? How will our children come 
to view Jewish observance, based on the 
comments and reactions that they have 
heard from, and seen in, us? What attitudes 
and behaviors of ours will they adopt, to be 
handed down to their children and grand-
children? Will the sum total of our personal 
involvement in our nation’s heritage have a 
positive or negative impact upon our peo-
ple’s Mesora?

On a communal level, the questions 
abound, as well. What will be the charac-
ter and flavor of the Judaism that we will 
hand down to the next generation? How 
will that Judaism have shifted from the 
Judaism we received from those before us? 
Will we successfully preserve what needs 
to be preserved, as we apply age-old laws 
to ever-changing realities; as the contribu-
tions of our generation are woven into the 
unfolding tapestry of Jewish tradition?

Like those before us and those to follow, 
every one of us is a “shaper” of our nation’s 
mesora; and the daily list of challenges we 
face in that role goes on and on….       

The Torah would not have been complete 
without a personal glimpse of Moshe. That 
glimpse is provided by the book of Devarim. 
With this book, God therefore reminds us 
of one of the most important lessons of all: 
to be ever-mindful of the human factor in 
the shaping and defining of Jewish experi-
ence until the end of time. 

יאמר לצרותינו די

OU Israel mourns the tragic loss 
of life in the Surfside Tragedy

The Jewish people are reeling from yet 
another national tragedy that contains 
within it so many personal and familial 

calamities.
All of  us must pause to consider the 
profound pain being experienced at 
this moment by so many and turn to 

Hashem in heartfelt prayer.

May Hashem hear our prayers and  
bring an end to such devastating events
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Zealotry and 
Tolerance

Jewish people teach Jewish values to 
their children, and to all who wish to 
be informed about their faith. If one 

is asked “Should I or should I not?” we 
generally respond with clear and certain 
advice: “Yes, you should”, if the value is 
a positive one, or “No, you should not”, 
when the value in question demands 
inaction.

Strangely, however, there is one positive 
value in our religion to which we are not 
to respond “Yes, go and do it.” I speak of the 
value of zealotry.

Zealous acts are noble acts in our tradition. 
This is illustrated in the story begun in the 
last week’s Torah portion and concluded 
this week in the parsha named for the 
zealot Pinchas (Numbers 25:10-30:1).

Pinchas confronted a Jewish prince named 
Zimri in an act of idolatrous promiscuity 
with a Midianite woman named Kozbi. He 
“took a spear in his hand…And thrust both 
of them through, the man of Israel, and 
the woman through her belly.” For this he 
is commended by the Almighty Himself, 
who says, “Pinchas...was very zealous for 
My sake…Therefore…I give unto him My 

covenant of peace…Because he was zealous 
for his God, and made atonement for the 
children of Israel.”

Clearly, zealotry is a divinely approved 
positive value. Yet, I ask you, dear reader, 
suppose you had witnessed such an 
immoral and defiant act about to take 
place and would come to ask me, your 
Rabbi, whether or not you should take up a 
spear and thrust it through the two sinners. 
Would I be permitted to encourage you to 
emulate Pinchas?

The Talmud, in a passage in Tractate San-
hedrin 82a, tells us that Moses himself was 
uncertain as to whether this act of taking 
human lives was permissible. Pinchas 
acted on his own. Indeed, the Talmud 
clearly states that if someone comes to 
inquire as to whether or not to commit 
such an act of extreme zealotry, he should 
not be instructed to do so. I, as a Rabbi, 
would have to discourage you from taking 
up the spear and taking the lives of even 
the most blatant of sinners.

Yet, elsewhere in the Bible and in postbibli-
cal writings, we find others besides Pinchas 
who performed similar acts of zealotry. One 
of them is the prophet Elijah whose story is 
read in other years in the haftarah for this 
week’s parsha (I Kings 18:46-19:21). Elijah, 
whom our sages equate with Pinchas, says 
of himself, “I have been very zealous for the 
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Lord…The children of Israel have forsaken 
thy covenant…”

Yet another famous example is the High 
Priest Matityahu, whom we all recall from 
the story of Hanukkah. Of him we read, 
“Matityahu saw a Jewish man about to offer 
a sacrifice on an alien altar in the presence 
of the entire congregation, and he was 
zealous, and swiftly slaughtered the man…
and smashed the altar to bits; thereby, he 
was zealous on behalf of the Torah just as 
Pinchas had done to Zimri.” (Maccabees I: 
1:45-50)

What a paradox! Three great heroes of the 
Jewish people, all praised highly for their 
zealotry. And yet, if any of us today were to 
inquire of a Jewish rabbi of the highest rank, 
or of a Jewish court, as to whether he could 
emulate them and zealously harm a sinner, 

he would not receive permission to do so.

It is apparent that such acts of zealotry are 
limited to those whose motives are of the 
purest order, and who are moved by their 
sincere desires to restore the glory of God 
when it is publicly profaned. Zealotry is not 
for every man.

This is a most timely lesson. There are many 
members of the Jewish people today who 
are stirred by feelings of righteous indigna-
tion to protest actions and statements that, 
to them, seem blasphemous, immoral, or 
just plain wrong. But they dare not act, and 
certainly not act violently, against those 
actions or statements. They must first be 
certain that their motives are as pure and 
authentic as were the motives of Pinchas, 
Elijah, and Matityahu. And none among us 
can be so certain of our motives!

continued on next page...
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Our times call for a different approach 
entirely. Today, we must conform to an 
almost opposite Torah value; namely, 
tolerance.

Tolerance is preferable to zealotry. This is a 
lesson which can be found in the very text 
which tells of Pinchas’ zealotry. After he 
commits his violent act, the Almighty con-
cludes His statement of approval with the 
gift of “My covenant of peace.” Many of our 
commentaries, notably that of the Netziv, 
emphasize that this covenant was given to 
Pinchas as a kind of corrective, as a way 
of demonstrating that, although zealotry is 
sometimes warranted, the ultimate Jewish 
value is peace.

For individuals who are sincerely moti-
vated to be zealous, there is a helpful 
perspective which is recommended. That 
perspective encourages us to find holiness 
buried within heresy, and sanctity some-
where in the midst of sin. When human 
faults can be seen as transient aberrations 
which cloud so much that is good and 
noble, zealotry fades into the background, 
and kindness and compassion prevail.

This perspective is expressed so eloquently 
in the poetic words of Rabbi Abraham 
Isaac Kook, in his brief collection, Midot 

HaRayah, page 84. I am indebted to my good 
friend, Yaakov Dovid Schulman, himself an 
eloquent and poetic soul, for providing me 
with a translation of this passage:

Tolerance:

When tolerance of points of view comes 
from a heart that is pure and cleansed of 
all evil, that tolerance is not liable to chill 
the flame of holy feelings containing simple 
faith—which is the source of all life. Instead, 
that tolerance broadens and magnifies the 
foundation of heaven-directed fervor.

Tolerance is armed with a very great faith. 
Ultimately, it realizes the complete impossi-
bility of a soul being emptied of all holy life. 
This is because the life of the living God fills 
all life. And so, even where actions come 
out in a destructive fashion, where points of 
view collide into heresy, there still must be—
in the midst of the heart, in the depth of the 
soul—the living light of hidden holiness. And 
this is apparent in the good aspects that we 
find in many corners, even on those ravaged 
avenues touched by heresy and corroded by 
doubt.

From the midst of this great, holy knowledge 
and faith comes tolerance, which encircles 
everything with a thread of kindness.

“I will assemble Jacob, all of you!” (Micah 
2:12)

Words to remember, especially today. 
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Lessons of a 
Leader

The parsha of Pinchas contains a 
masterclass on leadership, as Moses 
confronts his own mortality and 

asks God to appoint a successor. The great 
leaders care about succession. In parshat 
Chayei Sarah we saw Abraham instruct 
his servant to find a wife for his son Isaac, 
so that the family of the covenant will con-
tinue. King David chose Solomon. Elijah, at 
God’s bidding, appointed Elisha to carry on 
his work.

In the case of Moses, the Sages sensed 
a certain sadness at his realisation that 
he would not be succeeded by either of 

his sons, Gershom or Eliezer.1 Such is the 
case with Keter Torah, the invisible crown 
of Torah worn by the Prophets and the 
Sages. Unlike the crowns of priesthood 
and kingship, it does not pass dynastically 
from father to son. Charisma rarely does. 
What is instructive, though, is the language 
Moses uses in framing his request:

“May the Lord, God of the spirits of all flesh, 
choose a person over the congregation 
who will go out before them and come in 
before them, who will lead them out and 
bring them in, so that the congregation of 
the Lord will not be like sheep without a 
shepherd.” (Num. 27:16)

There are three basic leadership lessons to 
be learned from this choice of words.

The first, noted by Rashi, is implicit in the 
unusually long description of God as “the 
Lord, God of the spirits of all flesh.” This 
means, Rashi explains, “Master of the 
universe, the character of each person 
is revealed to You, and no two are alike. 
Appoint over them a leader who will 
bear with each person according to their 

1  That is the implication of the statement 
that “Moses long to die as did Aaron,” Sifrei, 
Pinchas, 136, s.v. vayomer.
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individual character.”2

The Rambam says that this is a basic fea-
ture of the human condition. Homo sapiens 
is the most diverse of all life forms. There-
fore co-operation is essential – because we 
are each different, others are strong where 
we are weak and vice versa – but cohesion 
is also difficult, because we each respond 
to challenges in different ways. That is 
what makes leadership necessary, but also 
demanding:

This great variety, and the necessity 
of social life, are essential elements in 
human nature. But the well-being of soci-
ety demands that there should be a leader 
able to regulate the actions of each person; 
they must complete every shortcoming, 
remove every excess, and prescribe for the 
conduct of all, so that the natural variety 
should be counterbalanced by the unifor-
mity of legislation, and the order of society 
be well established.3 

Leaders respect differences but, like the 
conductor of an orchestra, integrate them, 
ensuring that the many different instru-
ments play their part in harmony with the 
rest. True leaders do not seek to impose 
uniformity. They honour diversity.

2  Rashi to Num. 27:16, based on Tan-
chuma, Pinchas, 11.
3  Maimonides, The Guide for the Per-
plexed, book 2 chapter 40.
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one of his proof-texts: “For the Lord your 
God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the 
great God, mighty and awesome, who 
shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. 
He defends the cause of the orphan and 
the widow, and loves the stranger residing 
among you, giving them food and cloth-
ing” (Deut. 10:17-18).

An ish in the context of leadership is not a 
male but rather, someone who is a mensch, 
a person whose greatness is lightly worn, 
who cares about the people others often 
ignore, “the orphan, the widow and the 
stranger,” who spends as much time with 
the people at the margins of society as with 
the elites, who is courteous to everyone 
equally and who receives respect because 
they give respect.

The real puzzlement, however, lies in the 
third clause: “Choose a person over the 
congregation who will go out before them 
and come in before them, who will lead them 
out and bring them in.” This sounds like say-
ing the same thing twice, which the Torah 
tends not to do. What does it mean?

The Torah is hinting here at one of the most 
challenging aspects of leadership, namely 
timing and pace. The first phrase is simple: 

The second hint is contained in the 
word ish, “a person” over the congrega-
tion, to which God responds, “Take for 
yourself Joshua, a person [ish] of spirit (v. 
18). The word ish here indicates something 
other than gender. This can be seen in 
the two places where the Torah uses the 
phrase ha-ish Moshe, “the man Moses”:

One is in Exodus:

The man Moses was highly respected [gadol 
me’od, literally “very great”] in the land of 
Egypt, in the eyes of Pharaoh’s servants and 
the people. (Ex. 11:3)

The second is in Numbers:

Now the man Moses was very humble 
[anav me’od], more so than anyone else on 
the face of the earth (Num. 12:3)

Note the two characteristics, seemingly 
opposed – great and humble – both of 
which Moses had in high degree (me’od, 
“very”). This is the combination of attri-
butes Rabbi Yochanan attributed to God 
himself: “Wherever you find God’s great-
ness, there you find His humility.”4 Here is 

4  From the liturgy on Saturday night. The 
source is Pesikta Zutreta, Eikev.

050-4455975www.talclean.co.il

ניקוי ספות
Sofa cleaningPolishing &

renewing of decks Carpet cleaningCleaning of
offices and Shuls

פוליש ניקוי מבנים ניקוי שטיחים
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“who will go out before them and come in 
before them.” This means that a leader 
must lead from the front. They cannot be 
like the apocryphal remark of one British 
politician: “Of course I follow the party. 
After all, I am their leader.”5

It is the second phrase that is vital: “who 
will lead them out and bring them in.” This 
means: a leader must lead from the front, 
but he or she must not be so far out in front 
that when they turn around, they find that 
no one is following. Pace is of the essence. 
Sometimes a leader can go too fast. That is 
when tragedies occur.

To take two very different examples: when 
Margaret Thatcher was Prime Minister she 
knew she was going to have to confront the 
miners’ union in a long and bitter struggle. 
In 1981 they went on strike for a pay rise. 
Mrs Thatcher immediately made enquiries 
about the size of coal stocks. She wanted 
to know how long the country could sur-
vive without new supplies of coal. As soon 
as she discovered that stocks were low, she 
in effect conceded victory to the miners. 
She then, very quietly, arranged for coal 
to be stockpiled. The result was that when 
the miners went on strike again in 1983, 
she resisted their demands. There was a 
prolonged strike, and this time it was the 
miners who conceded defeat. A battle she 
could not win in 1981 she was able to win 
in 1983.

The very different example was that of 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. The 

5  This statement has been attributed to 
Benjamin Disraeli, Stanley Baldwin and 
Alexandre Auguste Ledru-Rollin.

The leaders of the spiritual struggle to save Gush 
Katif, who were teens at that time, will hold a 

panel discussion, with clips, to discuss the past, 
the present, and their dream of the future.

Monday, 12.7, at 8:00 pm
Beit Knesset Dati Leumi

Rechov Chai Taib 22, Har  Nof,  Jerusalem

For more information: 
Lisa Goldenhersh - 0505755436

 The program is geared towards men, women 
and youth and will be conducted in Hebrew. 

50 sh minimum donation to 
the Gush Katif Bride Project.

Checks can be written to
 Yad Eliezer, POB 34494, Jerusalem 91344 
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Covenant and Conversation 5781 
is kindly supported by the Maurice 
Wohl Charitable Foundation in mem-
ory of Maurice and Vivienne Wohl 
z”l.These weekly teachings from 
Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of the ‘Cov-
enant & Conversation’ series on the 
weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.

��������������������������������1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard 
of renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + 
guest bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, 
small machsan, asking 2,550,000 dollars

��
	���������������������������3 rooms, 65m, first 
floor, completely renovated, 3 air directions, 
beautiful balcony. Asking price: 2,750,000nis. 
Call Tami 050 5777712

peace process he engaged with the Pales-
tinians between 1993 and 1995 was deeply 
controversial, within Israel and beyond. 
There was some support but also much 
opposition. The tension mounted in 1995. 
In September of that year, I wrote an article 
in the press giving him my own personal 
support. At the same time, however, I wrote 
to him privately saying that I was deeply 
worried about internal opposition to the 
plan, and urging him to spend as much time 
negotiating with his fellow Israeli citizens – 
specifically the religious Zionists – as with 
the Palestinians. I did not receive a reply.

On Motsei Shabbat, 4 November 1995, we 
heard the news that Prime Minister Rabin 
had been assassinated at a peace rally by 
a young religious Zionist. I attended the 
funeral in Jerusalem. Returning the next 
day, I went straight from the airport to the 
Israeli ambassador to sit with him and talk 
to him about the funeral, which he had not 
been able to attend, having had to stay in 
London to deal with the media.

As I entered his office, he handed me an 
envelope, saying, “This has just arrived for 

you in the diplomatic bag.” It was Yitzhak 
Rabin’s reply to my letter – one of the last 
letters he ever wrote. It was a moving 
re-affirmation of his faith, but tragically 
by the time it was delivered he was no 
longer alive. He had pursued peace, as we 
are commanded to do, but he had gone too 
fast for those who were not yet prepared 
to listen. 

Moses knew this himself from the episode 
of the spies. As Maimonides says in The 
Guide,6 the task of fighting battles and con-
quering the land was just too much for a 
generation born into slavery. It could only 
be done by their children, those born in 
freedom. Sometimes a journey that seems 
small on the map takes forty years.

Respect for diversity, care for the lowly 
and powerless as well as the powerful and 
great, and a willingness to go no faster than 
people can bear - these are three essential 
attributes of a leader, as Moses knew from 
experience, and as Joshua learned through 
long apprenticeship to the great man him-
self. 

6  The Guide for the Perplexed, Book 3, 
chapter 32.
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Bedein Center For Near East Policy Research, 
37 Hillel Jerusalem, 02-6236368 

https://unrwa-monitor.com/ 
https://israelbehindthenews.com/ 

 

Sponsor new UNRWA expose:  
 
The Bedein Center for Near East Policy Research has dispatched Gaza -accredited TV crews 
to film UNRWA youngsters at "munitions summer camps for kids" where they are instructed to 
fire weapons & missiles during the next round of Gaza attacks & prepare to die as martyrs.  
 
The Bedein Center has interviewed tens of UNRWA children indoctrinated with the notion of the 
"right of return" by force of arms...to Acre, Jaffa, Lod, Ramle, and of course, Jerusalem. 
  
We must provide evidence to UNRWA donor countries and to the Israel Civil 
Administration that UNRWA must be policed. 
 
Seeing is believing: A film is worth a thousand words. so no one can deny that UNRWA arms 
children in the line of fire, with lethal weapons, violating UN conventions against the use of 
child soldiers. 

 
“TERROR OF RETURN”: Film https://vimeo.com/294968414 

UNRWA youngsters at summer camp, ©2018 Bedein Center for Near East Policy Research  
 

The film will be screened in German, Swedish & English, and shown in legislative bodies of the 
three largest UNRWA donor nations - Germany, the UK & Sweden... and in the US Congress, 
which now considers renewal of unconditional aid to UNRWA. 

 
Seeking financial partners to produce & promote this film: 

https://israelbehindthenews.com/donations/ 
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With the arrival of the three 
weeks of (semi) mourning 
that precede Tish’a B’Av, our 

Mesorah calls for the haftarah readings to 
serve as a reflection of the seasonal theme. 
As a result, the selections that lead up to 
Tish’a B’Av are not ones that touch upon 
the theme of the weekly Torah readings 
but are, instead, prophecies of doom and 
destruction, of punishment and forewarn-
ing. These haftarot that are called “t’lat 
d’paranuta”, three (readings) of affliction, 
begin with this week’s reading from the 
opening perek of Sefer Yirmiyahu. 

Although there are many prophecies of ret-
ribution and reprimand found throughout 
the Nevi’im Acharonim (the books of the 
later prophets), Chazal saw it particularly 
fitting to open the series of haftaroth with 
the prophecies of Yirmiyahu HaNavi, who 
lived through the horror of the churban 
and galut. It was he who was denounced 
as a traitor by his countrymen, he who 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

was thrown into prison by his government 
and he who was despised by the majority 
of his nation. But Yirmiyahu was also the 
one who entreated G-d to spare the nation 
throughout his Sefer, he was the prophet 
who lamented the destruction of the Bet 
HaMikdash AND the fall of so many victims 
in his Megillat Eichah and he who wrote 
Sefer M’lachim to help the survivors under-
stand what had led to such devastation.

And, although he was one so closely 
attached to his people and the one who 
directly Hashem’s words to Israel, Hashem 
states in this first chapter that he was cho-
sen as a “navi lagoyim”, a prophet for the 
nations (v.5), adding that He had appointed 
Yirmiyahu “al hagoyim v’al hamamlachot” 
as an agent for the nations and kingdoms 
(v. 10). As the text continues, the wicked 
nations were tasked to carry out G-d’s 
command to “destroy and uproot” Israel – 
a mission given to them by the righteous 
navi!!! 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

Summer, Rosh HaShana and Sukkot Hotels in Jerusalem
Kings - Mehadrin Rabbanut Jerusalem

Lev Yerushalayim - Mehadrin Rabbanut Jerusalem
and other hotels throughout the country...

CAN ALSO ORGANIZE FAMILY SMACHOT IN HOTELS
GROSSMAN TOURS: 052 6244733
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It would seem that G-d saw the Churban 
Bayit and subsequent galut as a world 
shaking event – one that would involve and 
impact all nations. The devastation would 
be executed by Hashem’s chosen agents. 
And we might wonder why G-d would 
allow that to occur and thereby encourage 
idolaters to believe that their “god” is the 
most powerful.

Rav Soloveitchik addresses this question in 
explaining the final pasuk of our haftarah. 
There the navi describes Israel as “Reish-
eet T’vuatu”, “the first of His grain”. The 
Rav basing himself on the Zohar, explains 
that Hashem intervenes in nature and per-
forms miracles only when He has no other 
acceptable choice. Holiness is defined by 
separation, the Rav explains, so when G-d 
intervenes supernaturally, as He did at 
Yetziat Mitzrayim, His “separateness”, and 
therefore His holiness, is “diminished” in 
the eyes of the nations. But Israel is “Reish-
eet T’vuatu” His first grain that is controlled 
by nature and with whom He deals through 
nature.

G-d’s glory and His sanctity grows when 
His will is done through natural events – 
not supernatural ones. 

So Bavel might destroy the Bet HaMikdash 
and Rome will exile Israel….but where are 
they now? 

And where is Israel? We, despite our short-
comings, are “Reisheet T’vuatu”. 

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide, 

Starting at $40

sales@1unisim.com
Call 077-400-3199 or  

USA 718-715-0001

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
New on the market in Mishkenot Hauma - 
3.5 rooms, 100m,  mirpeset, double parking, 
storage, Shabbat elevator. 2.99m nis
Mini Penthouse in Savyoni Arnona -  
3.5 rooms, Sukka mirpeset, lobby, double 
parking, storage, amazing views, Shabbat 
elevator. 2.44m 
New on the market in Bustan Baka -   
spacious 3 rooms, 89m, view over the 
park, mirpeset, Shabbat elevator, parking,  
14m storage room. 3.2m nis

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies 

Join us on Sunday’s 11:30 -12:15  
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Intellectual 
& Emotional 
Transmission 
of Torah

In this week’s parsha, there is a for-
mulation that appears only once in 
the Torah.  The Torah states: vayed-

aber Moshe el Hashem leymor (Bamidbar 
27:15).  Typically, a pasuk would state that 
God spoke with Moshe. In this instance, 
Moshe initiated the contact. The pasuk 
stresses that Moshe spoke to Hashem. 
After being informed that he will only see 
and not enter Eretz Yisrael, Moshe asks 
Hashem to appoint a successor. Once again, 
we witness Moshe’s greatness. Rather than 
considering his own needs and desires as 
he nears his departure from this world, he 
first and foremost expresses his concern 
about the future of Am Yisrael. 

Moshe specifically requests that Hashem 
select a leader for the nation so that 

they do not wander like “sheep without 
a shepherd”. The language used is:  ּצֹ֕אן  כַּ

ה רֹעֶֽ ם  ין־ָלֶה֖ ר אֵֽ ֥  Why  .(Bamidbar 27:17) :ֲאשֶׁ
did it not just state כצאן ללא רועה – why the 
addition of the term שאין להםשאין להם? (that they 
lack?)  The Lekach Tov explains that it is 
to underscore that a leader’s main con-
cern needs to be with the interests of the 
people (להם), not their personal interests.  

Hashem responds with informing Moshe 
that indeed Yehoshua will be his suc-
cessor.  In pasuk 18 Hashem instructs 
Moshe יו ָעלָֽ ְדָך֖  ְדָךיָֽ ֶאת־יָֽ  ֥ ַמְכתָּ  you shall lay - ְוסָֽ
your hand upon him.  Yet, when Moshe 
appoints Yehoshua, it states: יויו ְסמְֹ֧ך ֶאת־ָיָדָיָד֛֛  ַויִּ
יו  He laid his hands upon- (pasuk 23) ָעָל֖
him. The instruction was to do smicha 
with one hand, yet Moshe used two 
hands. It may seem trivial, yet, Rav Yosef 
Solovetchik (Masores Harav), derives an 
important message from this distinction.  

The Rav explains that in pasuk 20 Hashem 
instructs Moshe to not only appoint 
Yehoshua but to also ֥ה ֵמֽהוְֹדָך֖ ָעָל֑יו ַתתָּ  You - ונָֽ
shall bestow some of your majesty (hod) 
upon him.  This “majesty” was figura-
tively imparted via Moshe’s second hand.  

There are two mesoros that Moshe trans-
ferred to Yehoshua. One is the tradition 
of learning Torah. The second (hod), 
was experiential. One can learn hilchos 
Shabbos, yet not truly comprehend the www.translationsandadvocacyforolimhadashim.com
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unique and special aspect of the Shabbos. 
To truly understand Shabbos, one has 
to experience it. Yehoshua was selected 
not only because of his intellectual pur-
suit of Torah, rather because he never 
left Moshe’s side, as is stated: “His atten-
dant, Yehoshua Bin-Nun, a lad, would 
not depart from the tent (Shemos 33:11). 
Yehoshua learned from the way Moshe 
spoke to others, benched, and conducted 
himself of a daily basis.

It is interesting to note that Yehoshua 
is often referred to as lad (na’ar) even 
though he was clearly in his fifties!  He 
had the attitude of a na’ar, someone will-
ing to learn and absorb from every act of 
his Rebbe.  Therefore, Yehoshua merited 
two mesoros, the mesorah of the mind 
and the mesorah of the heart- transmitted 
via Moshe’s two hands. 

Our task is to be able to transmit these 
two mesoros to our students and children.  
Torah is not just an intellectual pursuit, 
but one that has to pierce the heart and 
emotions of an individual.  Like Moshe, 
we need to serve as a personal exam-
ple and do all we can so that we convey 
the emotional as well as the intellectual 
beauty of the Torah. 

	  

	  

	  

053-‐427-‐6363	  

CINEMA	  CITY	  MALL,	  JERUSALEM	  

ArthurMSamuels@gmail.com	  

	  	  PODIATRIST	  
Over	  30	  years	  experience	  

Arthur	  Samuels,	  DPM	  

054-723-3863  

For information on magni�cent stand alone homes in 
German Colony, Baka and Old Katamon.

Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863  

 

 

 Old Katamon/San Simon/Kiryat Schmuel

140 sqm apt on one �oor with registered balcony of 
123 sqm.  Great condition, under�oor heating, 
central air, full of light, parking in front of building. 
Price 5,600,000 NIS.

Newly renovated 145 sqm apartment on one �oor, 
shabbat elevator, registered parking and storage. 
Price 4,600,000 NIS.

New project  4, 5,  6 rooms available. Underground 
parking, shabbat elevator and storage. Starting 
prices at 3,800,000 NIS- larger apts -6,000,000 NIS.

Brand New Luxury Penthouse, 120 sqm on one �oor 
with a 130 sqm terrace. Call for more info.

Baka / Makor Haim
Charming, authentic Jerusalem stone garden apt for 
sale: 225 sqm on two �oors, plus 223 sqm registered 
garden plus 2 parking spots. Call more info.

Magical garden apartment, 229 sqm built space, 
300 sqm registered garden in the heart of Baka. 
Call for more info.

New duplex penthouse, 140 sqm  with two sukka 
terraces only 4,500,000 NIS!!!Mekor Haim

Quadra garden apartment,107 sqm duplex with 20 
sqm garden , registered parking - pool and gym for 
residences. 3,700,000 NIS.

Jerusalem Theatron Residences: 140 sqm - 300 
sqm  apartments available for sale now!!!  Call 
more info.

Beautiful apartment in Talbiya, 150 sqm, one �oor. 
High end �nishes, underground parking. 
Shabbat elevator, Sukkah terrace.  7,900,000 NIS.

German Colony
160 sqm on one �oor, 2nd �oor in small luxury 
building. Large sukka terrace. Parking, shabbat 
elevator, views, lots of light.  8,500,000 NIS.

New luxury project. 3 & 4 room apartments, storage 
underground parking, starting at 3,000,000 NIS.

Talbiya

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.   
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com 

  Tel: 054-723-3863  ·  etamorrisrealty.co.il
For the rental department please call:
Rachel Morris-Azrad  ·  052-5466425
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OU Israel Presents:

Book Launch for
Vayehi Bi’nsoa Ha’Aron: Seventy Conversations in Transit with HaGaon 

HaRav Joseph B. Soloveitchik zt”l

 Rabbi Aaron Adler, beloved OU Israel Faculty member, 
was privileged to

serve as Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik’s driver.
Rabbi Adler’s newly published work recalls the conversations he had with 

“the Rav” during these trips and the relationship they developed.
Rabbi Adler will be joined by Rochel Sylvetsky, op-ed and Judaism editor, 

Arutz Sheva as well as a special virtual appearance by Rabbi Adler’s 
brother ,Rabbi Yosef Adler, Rabbi Emeritus of Cong. 

Rinat Yisrael in Teaneck, NJ

To Register for Live Stream:
https://www.ouisrael.org/events/book-launch-with-rabbi-ahron-adler/

OU ISRAEL CENTER    l     02-560-9100    l     WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

25 NIS Members/
30 NIS Non-Members

WEDNESDAY, JULY 7, 8:00PM
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OU ISRAEL CENTER    l    22 KEREN HAYESOD ST.,  YERUSHALAYIM  l    WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG    l    02-560-9110

TUESDAY, JULY 13, 8:00PM

Summer vacation has arrived...Summer vacation has arrived...
Parents, are you ready?Parents, are you ready?

Join us for the opening event of the new 

OU Israel Parenting Center!OU Israel Parenting Center!
Featuring two outstanding parenting experts:

Rabbi Menachem Nissel
OU NCSY Senior Educator 

Growing with our Children

Rabbi Dr. Ethan Eisen
Clinical psychologist with expertise in parenting

School’s Out! 
A Discussion of Parenting Challenges for the Summer

How do I keep 

my kids occupied 

for eight whole 

weeks?!

How do I keep my kids safe over the summer? 

How do I help my teens to create a daily routine?

How do I limit my 

children’s screen 
time?

Cost: 20nis per person
Register at www.ouisrael.org/events/summerparenting

Do I let
 my teen

s 

go to the beach or 

camping on their 

own?

How can I use the 
summer to create quality 

time with my kids?

Light bagel dinner 
will be served
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MON, JULY 5 TUE, JULY 6 WED, JULY 7 THURS, JULY 8 DEAR FRIENDS,
As most of you are aware, we had 
originally planned to discontinue 
Zoom for our summer semester of 
morning classes , in an effort to 
encourage more of our community 
members to join us once again in-
person.  We have received much fair 
input from many individuals, that 
given the current circumstances 
and continued uncertainty 
regarding Covid regulations, it 
would be their preference to 
continue to be able to participate in 
shiurim virtually via Zoom. As such, 
we have decided to continue 
offering a Zoom option for on-
going shiurim for the months 
of July and August. As many of 
our regular teachers may be taking 
summer vacations, we will try 
our best to offer guest shiurim for 
many of those time slots when our 
faculty might be away. 

We will continue to offer the option 
of either joining us on-site for 
shiurim, or to view the stream of 
the shiurim via zoom.  Those who 
wish to renew their zoom class 
passes may do so by clicking here: 
ouisrael.org/classpass or you can 
continue to register for one-time 
classes at ouisrael.org/classes. We 
are happy to continue to offer two 
ways for our OU Israel Family to 
continue to enjoy our inspirational 
shiurim and programs.

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/
LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON 
YOU TUBE

SUN, JULY 4

*L’AYLA CLASSES 
ARE FOR 

WOMEN ONLY

MISSED A CLASS?
You can watch the 
recording at 
www.ouisrael.org/
video-library

PLEASE NOTE:
Password for 
classes is: ouisrael

9:15 AM 
Mrs. Pearl Borow
Sefer Nechemya (L’Ayla)

10:30 AM 
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider
Rav Soloveitchik on the Parsha

11:45 AM
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Ethics, family and society 
in the writings of Rav 
Hirsch, Rav Kook and Rav 
Soloveitchik 

4:30PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

7:00 PM 
Rabbi Baruch Taub 
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/888974573

9:00 PM 
Rabbi Sam Shor 
Penimiut HaTorah- Inspiration 
from the Masters of Jewish 
Thought 
facebook.com/OUIsrael

9:00 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz 
Minchat  Chinuch 

9:15 AM
Mrs. Shira Smiles 
Class will resume on 
August 10

10:30 AM
Rabbi Yossi Goldin
Parshat HaShavua 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

5:00 PM
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz 
Chazal:Insights Into 
Our Times (L’Ayla) 
https://zoom.
us/j/85177782268

9:00 AM 
Rabbi David Walk 
Tehillim – Divine Poetry

10:15 AM 
Rabbi Ahron Adler
Rambam’s Commentary to 
Pirkei Avot

11:30 AM 
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz 
Mishlei: Wisdom for Life 
(L’Ayla) 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey 
Bienenfeld Men’s Gemara 
Chabura S,T,TH
https://zoom.us/j/887981820  

4:30 PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 
Men’s Gemara B’Iyun S,M,W,Th 
https://zoom.us/j/86466998217 

9:00 AM 
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel
Halacha and Medina

10:15 AM 
Rabbi Anthony Manning 
Contemporary Issues in 
Halacha and Hashkafa

11:30 AM 
Rabbi Alan Kimche 
Great Jewish Thinkers

4:30PM  
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

7:00 PM  
Rabbi Baruch Taub
Halacha https://zoom.
us/j/709706986

8:30 PM 
Rav Meir Goldwicht 
(Hebrew) https:// zoom.
us/j/2244321902 Parshat 
Hashavua Passcode: 18

10:15 AM
Rabbi Baruch Taub
Parshat HaShavua

11:30 AM
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Unlocking the Messages 
of Chazal 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

4:30PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

8:00 PM
Rabbi Ari Kahn 
Parshat HaShavua 
https://zoom.us/j/2624570009 
(Zoom only)

OU Israel Center Shiurim 
Register for one-time shiurim (in-person and by Zoom) at www.ouisrael.org/classes
Register for ClassPass package deal for classes by Zoom at www.ouisrael.org/classpass

Dial *3263 for help with registration!

8:00PM 
Special Event
Book Launch with 
Rabbi Ahron Adler
on site or via livestream  
ouisrael.org/events/
book-launch-with-
rabbi-ahron-adler/
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MON, JULY 5 TUE, JULY 6 WED, JULY 7 THURS, JULY 8 DEAR FRIENDS,
As most of you are aware, we had 
originally planned to discontinue 
Zoom for our summer semester of 
morning classes , in an effort to 
encourage more of our community 
members to join us once again in-
person.  We have received much fair 
input from many individuals, that 
given the current circumstances 
and continued uncertainty 
regarding Covid regulations, it 
would be their preference to 
continue to be able to participate in 
shiurim virtually via Zoom. As such, 
we have decided to continue 
offering a Zoom option for on-
going shiurim for the months 
of July and August. As many of 
our regular teachers may be taking 
summer vacations, we will try 
our best to offer guest shiurim for 
many of those time slots when our 
faculty might be away. 

We will continue to offer the option 
of either joining us on-site for 
shiurim, or to view the stream of 
the shiurim via zoom.  Those who 
wish to renew their zoom class 
passes may do so by clicking here: 
ouisrael.org/classpass or you can 
continue to register for one-time 
classes at ouisrael.org/classes. We 
are happy to continue to offer two 
ways for our OU Israel Family to 
continue to enjoy our inspirational 
shiurim and programs.

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/
LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON 
YOU TUBE

SUN, JULY 4

*L’AYLA CLASSES 
ARE FOR 

WOMEN ONLY

MISSED A CLASS?
You can watch the 
recording at 
www.ouisrael.org/
video-library

PLEASE NOTE:
Password for 
classes is: ouisrael

9:15 AM 
Mrs. Pearl Borow
Sefer Nechemya (L’Ayla)

10:30 AM 
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider
Rav Soloveitchik on the Parsha

11:45 AM
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Ethics, family and society 
in the writings of Rav 
Hirsch, Rav Kook and Rav 
Soloveitchik 

4:30PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

7:00 PM 
Rabbi Baruch Taub 
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/888974573

9:00 PM 
Rabbi Sam Shor 
Penimiut HaTorah- Inspiration 
from the Masters of Jewish 
Thought 
facebook.com/OUIsrael

9:00 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz 
Minchat  Chinuch 

9:15 AM
Mrs. Shira Smiles 
Class will resume on 
August 10

10:30 AM
Rabbi Yossi Goldin
Parshat HaShavua 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

5:00 PM
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz 
Chazal:Insights Into 
Our Times (L’Ayla) 
https://zoom.
us/j/85177782268

9:00 AM 
Rabbi David Walk 
Tehillim – Divine Poetry

10:15 AM 
Rabbi Ahron Adler
Rambam’s Commentary to 
Pirkei Avot

11:30 AM 
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz 
Mishlei: Wisdom for Life 
(L’Ayla) 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey 
Bienenfeld Men’s Gemara 
Chabura S,T,TH
https://zoom.us/j/887981820  

4:30 PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 
Men’s Gemara B’Iyun S,M,W,Th 
https://zoom.us/j/86466998217 

9:00 AM 
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel
Halacha and Medina

10:15 AM 
Rabbi Anthony Manning 
Contemporary Issues in 
Halacha and Hashkafa

11:30 AM 
Rabbi Alan Kimche 
Great Jewish Thinkers

4:30PM  
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

7:00 PM  
Rabbi Baruch Taub
Halacha https://zoom.
us/j/709706986

8:30 PM 
Rav Meir Goldwicht 
(Hebrew) https:// zoom.
us/j/2244321902 Parshat 
Hashavua Passcode: 18

10:15 AM
Rabbi Baruch Taub
Parshat HaShavua

11:30 AM
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Unlocking the Messages 
of Chazal 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

4:30PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

8:00 PM
Rabbi Ari Kahn 
Parshat HaShavua 
https://zoom.us/j/2624570009 
(Zoom only)

OU Israel Center Shiurim 
Register for one-time shiurim (in-person and by Zoom) at www.ouisrael.org/classes
Register for ClassPass package deal for classes by Zoom at www.ouisrael.org/classpass

Dial *3263 for help with registration!

8:00PM 
Special Event
Book Launch with 
Rabbi Ahron Adler
on site or via livestream  
ouisrael.org/events/
book-launch-with-
rabbi-ahron-adler/
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SHIUR SPONSORS
Sunday, June 27 - Rabbi Brietowitz’s shiur and  

Monday, June 28 - Rebbetzin Pearl Borow’s shiur  
were sponsored by Ester Silver  

in appreciation for all the classes that she enjoys
Monday, June 28 - Rabbi Goldscheider’s shiur  

was sponsored Leilui nishmata shel Rochel bas Chana a”h
Tuesday, June 29 - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur  

was sponsored with much gratitude to Dr Daniel & Sara 
Berelowitz. May you share many more years of good health 
and Yiddishe Nachas from your children and grandchildren.  

- Moshe and Esther Davis
Rabbi Manning’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 

have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of an aliya 
neshama for Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,  

Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l 
and Eliana bat Yaakov a”h

Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of a refuah 

shelaima for Janet bat Hannah
Rabbi Taub’s weekly Parshat HaShavua Shiur 
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

22 KEREN HAYESOD ST. YERUSHALAYIM     l     WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG     l     02-560-9110

8:45 – 9:00  Registration 
Coffee and Refreshments

9:00 – 9:15   Aveilut: Personal and 
Communal Mourning 
Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski
  
9:15 -10:15  Eicha, Kinot and the 
Psychology of Mourning Rabbi Alan Haber

10:15 – 11:15  Brunch Inspiration with 
Mrs. Aliza Pilichowski 

The Do’s and Don’t of Making a Shiva 
Call: Personal Insights from a Pastoral 
Counselor 

11:15 – 12:10    Tisha B’Av and Aveilut:
The Difference Between Public and 
Private Mourning 
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

12:10 – 1:00  The Torah’s Psychological 
Wisdom on Grief and Mourning  
Rabbi Dr. Ethan Eisen

ROSH CHODESH AV SEMINAR FOR WOMEN

Light 
Breakfast

Free babysitting 
available upon request

Register at: 
www.ouisrael.org/events/av2021

Cost:40nis

Women Reaching Higher

In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a”h 
מרת חיה סאשא בת ר’ יוסף הלל

Sunday, July 11, Av 2, 9:00AM - 1:00PM
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

The five daughters of Tzelafachad 
approached Moshe Rabbeinu with a 
claim, “Avinu meit bamidbar…uvanim 

lo hayu lo” (Bamidbar 27;3). These women 
had no brothers to inherit their father’s 
portion in Eretz Yisrael and requested that 
they be given their due share. Not only did 
Hashem tell Moshe that their appeal was 
legitimate, they also merited having an 
additional segment of Torah law regarding 
inheritance to be given in their honor. What 
motivated their claim and how can we make 
it relevant to us?

Rashi notes that their lineage goes all the 
way back to Yosef Hatzadik. Chazal teach us 
that just as Yosef Hatzadik loved the Land 
and wanted to be buried there, so too this 
trait was passed on to his descendants. Rav 
Gamliel Rabinovitz in Tiv HaTorah points 
out that seven generations separated 
Yosef Hatzadik and bnot Tzlafachad! This 
demonstrates how strong one’s dominant 
character traits are and how the mesirut 
nefesh one has to maintain his values is 
transmitted for generations to come. It is 
powerful to contemplate that our actions 
not only affect us but leave a spiritual 
genetic imprint on our descendants long 
after we are gone.

Rav Shmuelevitz in Sichot Mussar quotes 
Rashi saying that the women did not perish 
in the desert and indeed were able to enter 
the Land. The women, as we see from the 

bnot Tzlafachad, fervently loved the Land 
and desired nothing more than to settle it. 
Their request for a portion was not moti-
vated by a financial concern, rather for 
the spiritual connection to the Land. Fur-
ther proof of this, notes the Chatam Sofer, 
is that they insisted on receiving Land 
within the borders of Israel, rather than 
being satisfied with a share in the Tran-
sjordan territory of Menashe. Such was 
their passionate love for Eretz Yisrael and 
its ethereal significance.

Rav Friedlander in Siftei Chayim explains 
that their desire for a portion in the Land 
was far deeper than a craving for mere pos-
sessions and wealth. The Talmud teaches 
(Sotah 2a) that one’s place of dwelling is 
predetermined before he is born. The bnot 
Tzelaphchad understood that a child’s task 
is to continue their parents’ path in avodat 
Hashem. The Land was just but a means to 
enable them to serve Hashem more fully. 
They were trying to understand their life 
mission and how to continue their father’s 
legacy within the context of entering Eretz 
Yisrael. 

Rav Levovitz in Da’at Torah observes that 
they were worthy of having this parashah 
given in their merit since “megalgelim 
zechut al yedei zakai” (Sanhedrin 8a). This 
teaches us the great reward of those who 
seek out Hashem and desire to connect to 
eternity. 
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Sadnat Shiluv thanks the
380 swimmers

who participated in the annual 11th Swim4Sadna

With your help, we raised 1,000,000 NIS, which will enable
us to renovate our inclusive coffee shop - Café Bachorsha.

Special thanks to our veteran ten-year swimmers, and especially 
Vivienne Glaser, for the initiative and constant support.

your ongoing partnership is remarkable and
has significant meaning to us.

See you next year!
Sadnat Shiluv

2021
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Dedicated L'Iluy Nishmas HaChaver 
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l 

Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Many 
Chapters

Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein, shlit’a, Rav 
of Ramat Elchanan, is a celebrated 
gadol baTorah and a poseik at Maya-

nei Hayeshua Hospital in Bnei Brak. Rav 
Zilberstein is the author of dozens of popu-
lar sefarim, among them Aleinu Leshabeach 
and V’ehaarevna Na on contemporary 
halachic challenges and scenarios he has 
encountered. 

While at a sheva brachos for the son of 
a renowned talmid chacham in Bnei 
Brak, Rav Zilberstein heard the following 
ma’aseh from the ba’al simchah about a 
dramatic day in Europe, before the War.

There was a cheder student who strug-
gled to maintain the behavioral standards 
expected by the school. He was known 
to be wild and unfazed by disciplinary 
actions, making his rabbeim crazy when-
ever he would get into trouble. One day, 
the melamed heard a strange bleating 
sound coming from the shul adjacent to 
the cheder. When he went to see what was 
going on, to his great shock, a goat jumped 

out of the aron kodesh. When the melamed 
returned to class, all eyes were on the usual 
culprit. The menahel soon arrived, and the 
boy admitted to the prank, but the men-
ahel decided this was the final straw and 
announced that he would be expelled from 
cheder. 

Frowning and standing as tall as he could 
before the menahel, the child retorted, 
“With respect due to the Rov, the Menahel, 
I will not leave the cheder. And... please 
know that I hereby summon you to the Beis 
Din!” All were stunned to silence while the 
young boy strode out the door and down 
the street to the Beis Din, where he begged 
the secretary for an audience. Bewildered, 
the menahel and melamed followed behind.

When the door to the Beis Din opened to 
the unlikely crew, the boy stepped forward 
and confessed, “Your Honor, I understand 
that what I did was wrong, and I deserve to 
be punished. But kicking me out of yeshi-
vah will not only affect the rest of my life, 
it will also affect my future offspring… Did 
the menahel consult with them? Did he 
take their lives and spiritual well being into 
account?”

The menahel and Av Beis Din stared at each 
other in surprise for a full minute. While 
he may have been a trouble-maker, the 
boy was clearly very sharp! Needless to 
say, he was given another chance, and he 
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soon settled down in cheder. In fact, from 
that day on, he began to focus his uncon-
ventional intensity and lack of inhibition 
upon his Torah study — and excelled above 
many. 

“And I...” paused the ba’al simchah with 
emotion, “I am the great-grandson of that 
trouble maker!”

Almost forty years after the initial count-
ing of Am Yisrael in the Desert, everyone 
from the Dor haMidbar has passed away. 
A new generation has grown up and is 
ready to enter Eretz Yisrael in their stead. 
In the wake of the mageifah, the horrific 
plague which Pinchas has ended, Hashem 
now instructs Moshe and Elazar to conduct 
another census and engage in chalukas 
ha-Aretz, to divide and assign regions of the 
Holy Land as tribal inheritances:

ין  ָחֵלק ַנֲחָלתוֹ בֵּ י ַהּגוָֹרל תֵּ גוָֹרל ֵיָחֵלק ֶאת־ָהָאֶרץ...ַעל־פִּ ַאְך בְּ

ַרב ִלְמָעט׃ 

“The land, moreover, is to be apportioned 
by lot… Each portion shall be assigned 
by lot, whether for larger or smaller 
groups…. The inheritance shall be appor-
tioned between the numerous and the few, 
according to lot….” (26:56) 

Instead of allowing power, influence or 
coalition politics to determine where each 
Shevet would go, Rashi explains the Torah’s 
intent in making it ַהּגוָֹרל י   according ,ַעל־פִּ
to a lottery system: הקודש ברוח   ,שנתחלקה 
“The Land was divided by means of the 
Divine Spirit.” Similarly, when Yehoshua 
leads the nation into Eretz Yisrael, it is על 

  in accordance with Hashem’s“ ,פי ה׳ נתנו לו

The Freedom of Mobility   
Even on Shabbat!

Ready to go in 10 seconds

Folds and splits into 2 lightweight parts

For a FREE DEMO Call

077-2306429 
For more information, visit our website at: 

movinglife.co.il/shabbatt

Meet the world’s best folding mobility 
scooter! Approved for Shabbat use  

by the Zomet institute.  
Developed in Israel by Movinglife
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word.” (Yehoshua, 19:50)

Rebbe Yissachar Dov of Belz (Imros Kodesh, 
Pinchas) adds that the portions of Eretz 
Yisrael were assigned according to unique 
spiritual character traits that matched the 
qualities of the geography. Each location 
corresponded to the shoresh ha-neshama,  
the spiritual root of each tribe. Only the 
Ribbono shel Olam, in His infinite wisdom, 
knows the true hidden potentials and abil-
ities of each tribe. Only Hashem knew the 
strengths and talents hidden beneath the 
occasional appearance of ‘trouble-making’. 
Identifying the deeper spiritual stature of 
each tribal founder and their offspring 
needed to be accomplished through Ruach 
haKodesh. 

Our sedra describes the first Shevet to 
receive their inheritance: “Reuven, b’chor 
Yisrael, Israel’s firstborn: the descendants 
of Reuven were the Chanochi family (ַהֲחנִֹכי) 
from Chanoch; the Palu’i family (לִֻּאי  ,(ַהפַּ
descendants of Palu….” (26:5)

Rashi notes the spelling of the family 
names in this verse, and offers that it is 
in response to the nations who had cast 
aspersions on their lineages. Our enemies 
had attempted to denigrate them, saying, 
“How can they trace their lineage by their 
tribes? Do they really think that the Egyp-
tians did not exploit their mothers? If [the 
Egyptians] mastered the bodies [of the 
Hebrews], all the more so [did they exer-
cise authority over] their wives.” For this 

Mazel Tov to   
Dr. Robin Zeiger & Dr. Jonathan BenEzra

on the marriage of their son
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FOR SALE

BAKA BORDER-GERMAN COLONY 
SEMI-DETACHED TOWNHOUSE 

216 M ON FOUR LEVELS
PRIVATE GARDEN AND PARKING

6 BDRMS, 4 BATHS
FOR RENOVATION

QUIET OFF STREET,  CLOSE TO MESILA
NIS 7,300,000

 LUXURY APT IN CITY CENTER
IN THE NEVIIM COURT PROJECT

4.5 RMS, 120 M, 3RD FL WITH SHABBAT 
ELEVATOR, PRIVATE PARKING, STORAGE, 
BALCONY WITH VIEW TO THE MOUNT OF 

OLIVES, AREA FOR SUKKAH
NIS 4,450,000

Dov Shapiro 052.5533739 | Ilana Nelson 054.5341403
integrityrealestate.co.il
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

reason, proclaims Rashi, the Ribbono Shel 
Olam appended His Name to the names of 
these families, adding the letter ה to one 
side and the letter י to the other side (הַַהֲחנִֹכיי 
and לִֻּאיי -This was as if to say, ‘I bear wit .(הַהפַּ
ness that these are the sons of their fathers!’

In relation to the Tribes, David haMelech 
too refers to Hashem as a testifying ‘Wit-
ness’: לישראל עדות  י-ה,  שבטי  שבטים  עלו   ,ששם 
“There ascended the tribes, the tribes of 
God (ָי-ּה), testimony to Israel” (Tehilim, 
122:4). Hashem’s Name (ָי-ּה) is again testi-
fying for them; whatever question may be 
raised regarding the holiness and purity of 
our identity, God Himself vouches for us. It 
is for this reason, throughout the text, that 
the names of the families begin with a הה 
and end with a יי.

As we recognize the Creator’s willingness to 
testify on our behalf, to stand up for us ‘in 
court’ and to proclaim his belief in us, how 
can we not become deeply patient, humble 
and kind in the way we see and judge oth-
ers? Each of us lives out a story consisting of 
many chapters. Only Hashem knows how 
many chapters there will be and how the 
narrative will unfold. May there always be 
a sweet and happy ending, with revealed 
good in store for us all!

“The grandchildren of Haman learned 
Torah in Bnei Brak…” (Gittin, 57b) 
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Geulas Yisrael  
Defending 
Zeal,Opposing 
Zealotry

Pinchas is roundly celebrated for 
his courageous intervention, 
and is lavishly rewarded with 

priesthood. Special circumstances call 
for special measures and his intervention 
halts a raging plague which had already 
claimed 24,000 lives. Yet, even Pinchas was 
almost reprimanded by the local courts for 
his dangerous extra-legal maneuver. Civi-
lized society frowns upon vigilantism and 
zealotry. Snap justice carried out by lone 
individuals can plunge society into chaos 
and launch cycles of violence and revenge. 
Organized judiciary systems are estab-
lished precisely to assure due process and 
to provide orderly prosecution of crimes. 
Taking the law into your own hands– even 
when accurate- imperils the entire system 
of law and order. 

However, as dangerous as zealotry 
may be and as destructive as lone-wolf 
vigilantism is, social and religious apathy 
is equally dangerous. A zealot cares deeply 
about his values and their possible erosion. 
True, his passion overcomes his judgment 
and provokes socially corrosive and ille-
gal behavior. However, it is simplistic to 

RABBI MOSHE
TARAGIN Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

dismiss the unhealthy fanaticism of a 
zealot while ignoring the deep passion 
and profound conviction which drive this 
behavior. By critiquing zealotry in others, 
do we also quench zeal within our own 
hearts? In condemning vigilantism are we 
scorning vigilance? By justifiably recoiling 
from unrestrained “kana’ut”, do we sheep-
ishly adopt a more listless approach of 
ideological indifference?

Not only does a Pinchas care deeply 
about his own values, but he also views his 
life as interconnected with his community 
– which, in this instance, is spiraling in reli-
gious free-fall. Other onlookers ignored 
these deplorable ‘sinners’ allowing them 
to wallow in their own appetites and meet 
their Divine fate. For Pinchas, this disaster 
is “personal”, as this circus-like spectacle 
is desecrating the Shechinah, and van-
dalizing the shared fabric of religious 
experience. When we oppose vigilantism 
and adopt a “live and let live” approach, 
are we, in reality, severing shared reli-
gious experience and amputating our own 
religious life from the shared “religious 
commonwealth”?

Someone who hurls a stone at a Shab-
bat violator has crossed terrible red lines 
and has also violated multiple halachot. 
This type of violence is intolerable and jus-
tifiably causes revulsion. However, in our 
haste to revile this behavior, do we also 
check our own “passion temperature”? 
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Are we ourselves able to summon similar 
levels of passion, while better modulating 
our responses, so that they aren’t violent 
or abusive?  It is a delicate but important 
question- precisely because zeal can easily 
morph into hostile zealotry, harsh judgmen-
talism and cocky dismissiveness. How can 
we discern healthy passion from unhealthy 
zealotry?  Here are three guidelines:

1. Anger or Sadness 
Angry people are often looking for 

easy targets to vent their rage and very 
few targets are as ‘easy’ as “religious sin-
ners”. If, when facing religious weakness 
in others, we are consumed with anger or 
resentment, it is likely that our so-called 
passion or zeal, in reality, masks smugness 
and self-righteousness. Anger and self-righ-
teousness can never be justified and they 
can never serve a holy purpose. By con-
trast, sadness or painful disappointment is 
more often a manifestation of sincere reli-
gious commitment and of an enduring care 
for our shared religious commonwealth. 

2. Beware of the hypocrites  
There is an old expression: “scratch a 

saint, find a sinner” ! Though this is a gen-
eralization, it does reflect a tendency of 
some to compensate for their own religious 
blemishes by spewing religious venom at 
others – specifically for the very same faults 
which they secretly harbor. Many onlook-
ers questioned Pinchas precisely because 
his maternal grandfather Yitro was origi-
nally a paganist himself. Perhaps, Pinchas 
wasn’t intervening out of deep concern but 
to “cover” his family’s past history.  Zealous 
sentiments are noble when they don’t com-
pensate for personal flaws or limitations.  
When zeal reflects a consistent lifestyle, it 

is commendable. Too often puritanical zeal 
masks hypocrisy. 

3. Overall Body of Work 
We can often gauge the validity of zeal 

by studying the overall “body of work”.  For 
example, the Satmar sect of Chassidim are 
virulently opposed to the formation of the 
Jewish State, based on the teachings of the 
original Satmar Rebbe, in his sefer Va’yoel 
Moshe. As an aside, it is important to note 
that mainstream Satmar chassidim over-
whelmingly reject the despicable actions of 
a small minority of renegade Satmar impos-
tors, who actively align with Israel’s worst 
enemies. But even the general opposition 
to the State of Israel upheld by mainstream 
Satmar, causes great disappointment to 
supporters of Israel. Yet, anyone who has 
spent even a weekend in a NYC area hos-
pital can attest to the remarkable chesed 
extended by the Satmar chassidim to any 
needy Jew. Satmar is astoundingly devoted 
to ahavas yisrael, as evidenced by their 
hospital activities, among numerous other 
chesed projects. As part and parcel of that 
devotion to the Jewish people, they are 
passionately resolved against the State of 
Israel, which they see as thwarting Jewish 
redemption. Even for those who disagree 
with Satmar, it should be easy to appreciate 
their care and to validate their zeal.

We are far removed from a world in 
which a Pinchas–type response would be 
imaginable. Furthermore, active zealous-
ness in an age of religious and ideological 
diversity would be harmful. However, even 
when we don’t actively respond, we mustn’t 
diminish our passion and even if we don’t 
actively intervene, we cannot abandon our 
conviction. 
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

During these next three weeks, 
as we both reflect on the tragic 
events of Churban bayit and 

many other difficult episodes in the annals 
of Jewish history, we must also look to the 
future. This entire period we are meant to 
look inward and work to bring change in 
this world in order that we should merit to 
see the Beit HaMikdash be rebuilt.

Indeed every single day we recite 
these words three times asking Hashem to 
rebuild Yerushalayim and the Beit HaMik-
dash.: “Uvnei Oto B’Karov BYameinu Binyan 
Olam- May you Rebuild it in our days, so that 
edifice may stand for eternity”

The great Chasidic Master, Reb Naftoli 
Tzvi of Ropschitz zy’a suggests an import-
ant idea in understanding this bracha. The 
word B’Yameinu can be understood to 
mean either in our days, or alternatively 
with or through our days! 

The way we spend our days, what we 
do with our days, can either contribute 
to building the Beit HaMikdash, or chas 

v’shalom prevent its completion. The 
Ropshitzer’s keen insight, spells out for 
us the sacred task which really we are 
charged to fulfill each and every day, and 
with increased fervor during these three 
weeks.

Similarly, Rabbi Avraham Schorr 
shlit”a, in Sefer HaLekach V’Halevuv points 
out that during these days of Tamuz and 
Av it is particularly important to work on 
our speech, the words we use, the things 
we say, the way we speak to one another 
and about one another. Our Chazal  teach 
us that the Second Temple was destroyed 
due to Sinat Chinam. Rav Avraham Schorr 
explains that unwarranted hatred is rooted 
in inappropriate speech.

Yehi Ratzon, during these important 
days, these three weeks of reflection, 
may we merit to heed these two powerful 
teachings, and may the growth we will iy’h 
achieve in each of these areas help bring 
about that brighter tomorrow we have 
been waiting for - for so, so long. 
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What (Exactly) is 
the Brit Shalom?

In our Parsha, Pinchas is awarded the 
Brit Shalom – the Covenant of Peace – 
for his part in preventing the plague 

from spreading. Rashi suggests that this 
covenant was a sign of Hashem’s indebted-
ness to Pinchas for zealously defending the 
honor of Hashem and the Jewish people. As 
a reward, Pinchas was now endowed with 
eternal priesthood, an accolade previously 
denied to him and his offspring (see Rashi). 

Why, then, was the covenant called Brit 
Shalom and not Brit Kehunah, the Covenant 
of Priesthood? Perhaps, following Ibn Ezra, 
because the Brit would act as a defense 
against Pinchas’ detractors, especially from 
the family and supporters of Zimri, killed 
by Pinchas. 

However, we might find a more comprehen-
sive answer to that question by searching 
the Torah narrative following this incident. 
It treats Hashem’s directive to Moshe to 
smite the Midianites who caused the plague 
and the people’s downfall. First, Hashem 
declares: “Attack the Midianites and smite 

them!” and then Moshe is commanded to 
count the people in preparation for the allo-
cation of Eretz Yisrael to the tribes. 

Our rabbis taught that the allocation of 
the Land was achieved by lots; if so, why 
count the people? Furthermore, why the 
double entendre – Attack and smite? The 
answer to all these questions is one. First, 
note that, following the Baal Hatanya, each 
Jewish soul has its unique God-given qual-
ity, arising from Hashem’s wisdom. For the 
Sefat Emet, every Jew has an intrinsic share 
in Torah, in Eretz Yisrael, and the world to 
come. 

Rabbi M. Miller explains that this soul allo-
cation corresponds to the drawing of lots 
in apportioning the Land. Therefore, a Jew 
must grow to sense his or her allocated pur-
pose in this world, to achieve harmony and 
gain integrity. This harmony is the essence 
of the Brit Shalom. To reach that goal, 
however, first, one must attack by defining 
“Midian” as the enemy. Then one launches 
the attack on the Yetzer Hara, the evil incli-
nation, until it is vanquished.  Pinchas was 
the prototype of this Brit Shalom.  

Shabbat Shalom!

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

DIVREI MENACHEM

רפואה שלמה
שלומית בת הרבנית חיה פערל
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Benefit from 
Sefichin

In halacha, some prohibited foods are 
also prohibited for benefit, but not all. 
For example, non-kosher fish is pro-

hibited to consume, yet one is permitted to 
benefit. Thus, there is no issue feeding pets 
non-kosher fish or owning a store selling 
such fish. On the other hand, a mixture of 
milk and meat, or chametz on Pesach, are 
not only prohibited for consumption but 
for benefit as well. Our Sages prohibited 
the consumption of vegetables, grain and 
legumes which sprouted or were planted 
during shemita, called issur sefichin. This 
article will address the issue of benefitting 
from sefichin.

According to all authorities, if sefichin are 
found in any field, the owner must uproot 
the plants, lest someone come to eat the 

edible parts of the plant (see Chazon Ish 
9:6). However, may one benefit from these 
plants or vegetables? For example, may 
sefichin vegetables be sold to non-Jews (who 
are permitted to eat sefichin?) May one use 
sefichin herbs to smell for havdala, or use 
oil from sefichin legumes to light candles?

Authorities analyzing this question try to 
bring proofs from the Talmud.  The Chazon 
Ish (13:15) cites the Gemara in Bava Metzia 
(118:a) that one is allowed to guard sefichin 
fields to be used for sacrifices in the Beit 
Hamikdash. He maintains that this source 
proves that sefichin are permitted for ben-
efit, since payment for guarding them is 
considered benefit. In opposition, Rav 
Chaim Berlin (Sefer Hashemita 6:4) cites 
the Talmud Yerushalmi’s ruling that certain 
plants are included in issur sefichin even 
though they are only edible for animals. 
Rav Berlin argues that if benefit is permit-
ted, why would plants that are not edible 
for humans be prohibited? Rather, it must 

OU KASHRUT
PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education

2 Day Hitbodedut
Retreat for Men

Connect to your soul using authentic
Jewish meditation practices

July 20 – 22      Gush Etzion

For information contact 
Mendel Weinberger 052-873-2733
mendelweinberger@gmail.com

kavanat-halev.com

הובלות אייל
בס״ד

www.premiummoving.co.il

Moving Packing StorageMoving Packing Storage

053-7272-815
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

be that feeding animals sefichin is prohib-
ited because of benefit, and therefore our 
Sages ruled that even plants that are only 
edible for animals are part of the decree.

Essentially, there are three main opinions 
regarding the question of benefit. Rav Ben-
Tzion Abba-Shaul (Shevi’it 5:3) rules that 
there is no prohibition to benefit from 
sefichin, based on the simple fact that the 
Rambam (Shemita Veyovel 4:2) only writes 
that eating is prohibited and makes no men-
tion of benefit. Perhaps one could reject 
Rav Berlin’s proof regarding the inclusion 
of animal food in issur sefichin; since the 
original decree was based on the concern 
that people would plant during shemita, 
our Sages wanted to prevent planting for 
both human and animal consumption. 
According to this opinion, one would be 
allowed to pick wild herbs that grew on 
their own on during shemita and use them 
for havdala, or use oil from sefichin to light 
candles. 

Rav Yaakov Yisrael Kanievsky (Kehilot 
Yaakov, Shevi’it 22) rules that all benefit 
is prohibited from sefichin. He rejects the 
proof about guarding the sefichin for sac-
rifices, reasoning that such benefit is only 
permitted because it’s so indirect, but that 
any direct benefit, such as smelling the 
aroma of sefichin, is included in the decree. 

The Chazon Ish (9:4) takes a middle posi-
tion. He rules that there is no actual 
prohibition to benefit from sefichin, and 
consequently it is permitted to receive 
payment for guarding them. However, he 
maintains that the original decree also 
includes a prohibition to “use” sefichin; 
since our Sages did not want to leave any 
incentive for people to illicitly plant or culti-
vate crops during shemita, they prohibited 
not only the consumption of sefichin but 
also other common uses of such plants. 
Thus, Chazon Ish prohibits any direct use 
of sefichin, such as feeding them to animals 
or smelling sefichin herbs.  

In practice, there is an ongoing dispute 
among modern authorities how to rule. It 
seems proper to follow Chazon Ish in this 
matter. However, in some areas and under 
certain circumstances, there is room to rely 
on the more lenient opinion. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432

HOME IN BEITAR ILLIT  
FOR SALE BY OWNERS

Spacious family home, ground floor,  
180 sq.m built. 35 sq.m. tiled outside 
area, beautiful 400 sq.m. garden in 

use, Large permanent 
succah, No existing 

mortgage. 
For more details call: 

058-416-3131
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Halachic 
Thinking, 
Halachic 
Feeling

The day had finally arrived for Moshe 
to formally transfer his leadership 
to the next in line. God now com-

manded Moshe to lay one hand upon 
Yehoshua: “Take for yourself Yehoshua 
the son of Nun, a man of spirit, and you 
shall lay your hand upon him.” (Bamidbar 
27:18). And yet, strikingly, Moshe laid both 
hands upon him. 

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik zt”l answered 
the apparent contradiction, positing that 
the second hand of Moshe was used to ful-
fill the second request that God had made 
of Moshe. He was called on to do the fol-
lowing: “ You shall bestow some of your 
majesty upon him…” (Ibid. 27:20). This is 
why the verse says “He laid his hands (in 
plural) upon him…” (Ibid. 27:23). (Rabbi 
Soloveitchik ‘The Appointment of Joshua’, 
YouTube)

The question is what do both hands of 
Moshe represent? More specifically what 
is the meaning of receiving the attribute of 
hod, majesty, from Moshe?

In order to resolve this query the Rav 
cited a passage in the Rambam where he 
describes the transmission of the Torah 
and the Oral Law (Rambam, Introduction 
to Mishne Torah):

“Elazar, Pinchas and Yehoshua all three 
received from Moshe. To Yehoshua, who 
was Moshe Rabbenu’s student, he [i.e., 
Moshe] transmitted the Oral Torah, and 
commanded him regarding it.”

We see from the Rambam’s formulation 
that while Moshe taught many people, 
Yehoshua, above all others, was his primary 
student. And only Yehoshua was entrusted 
with the mesorah - conveying the oral tra-
dition to others (“...and commanded him 
regarding it”). Evidently, this is the Ram-
bam’s understanding of the first Mishna in 
Avot - “Moshe received the Torah at Sinai 
and transmitted it to Yehoshua, Yehoshua 
to the elders.” In a word, Moshe Rabbenu 
had one primary student, Yehoshua. 

The question that begs to be asked is why 
Yehoshua was singled out - especially if oth-
ers may have been superior? What was it 
that made Yehoshua uniquely capable of 
stepping into Moshe’s role?

In order to answer this, the Rav quoted 
the following midrashic explanation: 
“The Holy One blessed be He, said to him 
[Moshe]: ‘Whoever tends the fig-tree shall 
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eat its fruit; and he that waits on his master 
shall be honored’ (Mishlei 27:18)...Yehoshua 
served you diligently and he showed you 
great honor. It was he who rose early in 
the morning and remained late at night at 
your House of Study; he would arrange the 
benches, and spread the mats. Seeing that 
he has served you with all his might, he is 
worthy to serve Israel…” (Midrash Rabbah 
Bemidbar 21:14).

The Rav drew attention to the Midrash’s 
deliberate use of the metaphor of the fig 
tree. Unlike the fruits of the olive or date 
trees, the fruit of the fig tree takes particu-
larly long to ripen. This lengthened ripening 
period is likened to a person’s acquisition 
of Torah, which rather than being learned 
quickly overnight is absorbed, studied and 
learned over an extended period of time. 
Only one who guards the fig tree will merit 
to eat its fruit - the fruits of Torah. This is 
precisely what happened to Yehoshua.

In a word, the Sages are teaching that 
Yehoshua was a constant companion to 
Moshe. This idea appears in the Torah 
itself: “...his servant Yehoshua, the son of 
Nun, a young man, did not leave the Tent” 
(Shemot 33:11).

Despite the fact that Moshe may have 
had more talented and brighter students, 
Yehoshua was chosen by God as Moshe’s 
successor based on his devotion, consistency 
and loyalty to his master. It is here that the 
Rav posits that spiritual greatness is not only 
the process of assimilating knowledge but 
the way it transforms the entire personality. 
One is to seek God in the words of the Torah 
and thereby ennoble their personality with 

purity and majesty (hod).

The Rav taught that the two hands of Moshe 
reflect two distinct traditions, or mesorot, 
that Moshe transferred to Yehoshua. One is 
the tradition (mesorah) of Torah learning, 
the wide range of laws and insights as well 
as lomdus (analytical analysis and applica-
tion). The second mesorah, described as hod 
which was bequeathed to Yehoshua, was 
experiential. Yehoshua not only received 
the Torah from Moshe, but he absorbed 
how to live a life saturated with its teach-
ings. “Yehoshua never left Moshe’s side: He 
saw how Moshe davened Mincha, how he 
ate, how he benched, how he was mekabel 
Shabbos, how he said vidui on Erev Yom 
Kippur. He therefore merited both mesorot, 
the mesorah of the mind and mesorah of 
the heart.”  

Bayit Vegan: 8 room garden triplex, 184m, charming 
sukkah balcony facing the view, 2 large gardens,  
p. entrance, bright and airy, private roof, 4,490,000 NIS
Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 101m, renovated, 
master bedroom, Safe room, sukkah balcony, view, 
parking, Shabat elevator, 3,400,000 NIS
Kiryat Shmuel: 4-room apartment, 95m, sukkah 
balcony, overwhelming panoramic view,  
Shabbat elevator, private parking, 3,290,000 NIS
Rechavia: 5-room apartment, 130m, balconies, 
4 exposures, elevator, small and quiet building 
4,950,000 NIS
Kiryat Moshe: Rare 5-room apartment, 130m, 3 large 
sukkah balconies, 100m roof with building rights, 
private parking, large storage, 4,950,000 NIS
Givat Mordechai: 3&4-room apartments,  
renovated, bright, elevator, parking, storage,  
1,690,000/2,250,000 NIS
Old Katamon, Baka, Rasko & Arnona: 2-6 room 
apartments & well-designed penthouses in  
new projects!! high specifications, wide balconies, 
view, parking, elevator, storage

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

Meir
Golan

www.golan-realestate.net
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

on a complete “loaf” (Berachot 39b; Shul-
chan Aruch, Orach Chayim 167:1). 2. 
Minimizing any break between the beracha 
and the eating (Shulchan Aruch ibid.). Your 
friend’s system prioritizes #1 and: 3. The 
bread should be in an optimal form when 
taking the first bite (ibid. 5). Let us look 
at each rule and the interaction between 
them.

 When one chooses on what bread to make 
a beracha, its being “whole” is one of the 
most important factors (Shulchan Aruch, 
OC 168:1). Prioritizing this versus mini-
mizing the break between the beracha and 
eating may be a machloket of Amoraim. 
Rabbi Chiya (Berachot 39a) says that one 
should break off from the loaf the piece of 
bread he will eat as he finishes the bera-
cha to minimize the time lapse (Tzelach ad 
loc.), even though the beracha does not fin-
ish with a whole loaf. We pasken like Rava 
(ibid.), who instructs keeping it whole until 
the beracha is complete even though this 
requires a small break to sever the piece 
after the beracha. It is a worthwhile delay 
to put some salt or spread on the bread 
before eating (Shulchan Aruch, OC 167:5). 
If the bread is of low quality or season-
ing, one should put on salt; if it is of a high 
level, this is unnecessary, but it is permitted 
(Mishna Berura 167:29) despite the short, 
food-related break. 

This does not mean that we do not care 

When to Top 
the Bagel?
Question: At a brit, I said Hamotzi on a 
bagel, and after taking a bite, put on cream 
cheese and lox. A friend corrected me, 
claiming that Halacha requires that the 
first bite, which connects to the beracha, 
should be done when it is in its optimal 
form, so that after the beracha, one should 
cut open the bagel, put on the toppings, and 
then eat. Could that be?  

Answer: We attribute great religious sig-
nificance to berachot (see Bava Kama 30a), 
and therefore try to do things the best way, 
even though almost no “mistake” here 
would be a real problem. The competing 
values involved here make it necessary to 
appraise net gains and losses. Your system 
(not putting toppings until after eating) 
maximizes two values: 1. Making Hamotzi 

Zoom / Phone Interviews 
jerusalemshadchan613@gmail.com

058.328.2283  

  Experienced . Respectful 
 Confidential

Shadchan
for SinglES 30+
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The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

about such breaks between the beracha 
and eating. Actually, the Shulchan Aruch 
(ibid. 1) instructs to cut the loaf partially 
before the beracha to save the extra time (I 
estimate 3-4 seconds) to cut the loaf to that 
point (Mishna Berura 167:4). In order to not 
lose the wholeness, semi-cut sections must 
be such that if one lifts the bread from the 
smaller part, the weight of the heavier part 
will not cause it to sever. This still some-
what compromises the completeness of the 
unit, as we see that on Shabbat, where the 
wholeness is a requirement of lechem mish-
neh, we do not cut to that extent (Rama, OC 
167:1). Still this time-saving technique is 
deemed worthwhile. While these few sec-
onds would not invalidate the beracha, it is 
best to avoid them. 

While we have seen that improving the 
taste of the bread can justify a break, your 
friend expanded the rule in two ways: 1. 
By not sufficing with a little salt or sauce 
but adding all the bagel’s toppings you 
are planning to eat during the meal. 2. By 
extending the 3-4 second break to add salt 
to 20-30 seconds for cutting and spreading 
cream cheese and lox all over the bagel. I 
have not found a source nor see compel-
ling logic to make these extensions at the 
expense of waiting. The Mishna Berura 
(167:27, 29) also implies not to allow such 
a break, as he mentions allowing a longer 
break only between netilat yadayim and 

the beracha. We thus reject your friend’s 
approach and see yours as the straightfor-
ward one.

One benefit that your friend’s approach 
offers relates to the preference to eat a 
reasonable amount of bread soon after the 
beracha (Mishna Berura 167:15). Some peo-
ple initially have a tiny piece of bagel and 
then go to get lox and perhaps strike up a 
conversation before eating “for real.” But in 
this case, the solution with the benefits and 
no serious drawbacks is to top your bagel 
with it cut partially (see above) before the 
beracha. Then, the beracha is on a whole 
bagel, at its tastiest, and there is no break. 
But your way is fine too. 

Eretz Hemdah has begun a participa-
tory Zoom class - "Behind the Scenes 
with the Vebbe Rebbe" - an analytical 
look at the sources, methodology, 
and considerations behind our rul-
ings, with Rav Daniel Mann. Contact  
info@eretzhemdah.org to join.
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Question: Our lease will end in the 
middle of shemitah. We have a patch of dirt 
between two trees where my son made a 
fish pond (he dug a hole, we put down a 
plastic lining, and filled it with water and 
fish). At the end of the lease we will need to 
refill the hole with dirt. 

Do you think that poses any shemitah 
problems? You mentioned it would be a 
problem of marit ayin to prepare dirt before 
laying synthetic grass. This seems like a sim-
ilar situation.

Answer: The Rishonim dispute whether 
plowing (charishah) is a Torah or rabbinic 
prohibition. For this reason, we are stringent 
with plowing as a possible Torah prohibi-
tion. Any action whose goal is to enhance 
the ground or prepare it for sowing is for-
bidden. Preparing the soil for sowing does 

TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

not only apply if we actively plan to sow; it 
includes leveling the ground so if we would 
want to sow or plant there in the future, it 
will be easier. This is forbidden.

As an aside: if someone wants to level 
the ground to lay synthetic grass, it is per-
mitted vis-à-vis the plowing prohibition. 
However, there is a problem of marit ayin, 
appearances: people might not know that 
I am leveling the ground to lay synthetic 
grass. However, if I place a roll of synthetic 
grass near the dirt work area, it will be clear 
to all what the purpose of the ground level-
ing is and it then would be permitted.

In the case at hand: filling the ground is 
halachically considered plowing that facil-
itates sowing, so it is forbidden during the 
shemitah year.

There are two practical solutions:
You can tell the landowner that due to 

plowing prohibition during shemitah, you 
cannot refill the hole. If the landowner is 
observant, you can give him our number 
and we can explain the halachic issue.

You can uninstall the pool over the next 
few months and refill the hole prior to the 
shemitah year, up until 29 Elul. I believe that 
this is the preferable option. 

Leveling The Ground  
During The Shemitah Year

FOR RENT:
Lev Rechavia- 12 Keren Kayemet st,  
2 bedrooms, living room, 2 bathrooms, 
panoramic views, 24/7 doorman, swimming 
pool, gym, parking, storage
Leonardo Plaza- King George st, 1 bedroom, 
living room, 2 bathrooms, furnished, porch, 
24/7 doorman, swimming pool, gym, 
panoramic views
Wolfson- 1 bedroom, living room,   
1.5 bathrooms, furnished, parking, terrace, 
panoramic views 
STEINBERG REALTY - 0522 636 210
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CYBERSECURITY
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Our graduates work with
international companies, including: To apply, & for more information, contact our representative 
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1 Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
SHAAREI CHESEDSHAAREI CHESED Townhouses prices from $3,250,000! 
RECHAVIA RECHAVIA // SHAAREI CHESED SHAAREI CHESED 2 brdms. 76 sqm, 2nd
oor, elevator, large succah balcony, renovate to your taste!
RECHAVIARECHAVIA (Ben Maimon) Lovely renovated 2 bdrms., 
low oor, surrounded by greenery! Perfectly located! 
TALBIEH TALBIEH Spacious 3 bedrooms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, 
Shabbat elevator, NIS 2,590,000!!
OLD KATAMONOLD KATAMON 135 sqm duplex, private external 
elevator, succah!
GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY Existing building with permit to
build 250 sqm on a huge lot!
CITY CENTERCITY CENTER 4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies
HOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GANHOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GAN
Cottage 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah, view, parking !
HAR NOFHAR NOF * No steps! Spacious 3 bdrms., storage room, 
permit to enlarge succah facing the view!
* 127 sqm duplex, private entrance + garden!

building permits, lots of potential!
* Unique Villa - 330 sqm with options! view!
KIRYAT MOSHEKIRYAT MOSHE New 90 sqm duplex, 4 rooms including 
MB ensuite, succah, 4th oor, immediate
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

The Surplus Egg

Last week we discussed the status 
of a child born from a married 
woman and another man, other 

than her husband. Such a child would not 
be permitted to marry other Jews. This 
has a bearing on the question of whether 
a couple is permitted to “adopt” and use a 
fertilized egg from another married couple.

We saw that Rabbi Moshe Feinstein was 
of the opinion that this halachic status is 
not conveyed through fertility treatment. 
Accordingly, there is no problem of using 
fertilized eggs from a married woman. But 
some poskim disagree with Rabbi Feinstein 
and do not permit the use of such eggs. 
There are other options that would solve 
this problem even according to the latter 
opinion.

One solution would be to use fertilized 
eggs from a non-Jewish couple. The prob-
lem of a child born from a married woman 
only applies if she is Jewish. If the donating 
couple are not Jewish then this particular 
problem does not exist. Of course, if eggs 
are used from a non-Jewish couple, then we 
would encounter the question of whether 
the child conceived and born would be 
Jewish. This can be solved by a process of 
conversion.  

Another possible solution is that the 
couple can adopt fertilized eggs from a 

woman who is no longer married. If the 
couple divorce or the husband passed 
away, then the woman would not be mar-
ried and this problem would not exist.

This, of course, seriously limits the avail-
ability of possible fertilized eggs, but there 
are plenty of couples who unfortunately 
divorce after their own fertility treatment. 
They still have fertilized eggs cryopre-
served, but they are not going to use them. 
They may agree to give them to another 
couple, and this would seem to solve the 
problem of the child’s halachic status.

This raises another problem; some 
years ago, there was a famous legal battle 
in Israel called the Nachmani Case. Ruth 
and Daniel Nahmani, a married couple, 
were unable to have a child and decided 
to undergo fertility treatment using a 
gestational carrier who would bear the 
pregnancy and deliver the child. After the 
fertilized eggs were created Daniel left Ruth 
and went to live with another woman, and 
they had a child together. Ruth applied to 
the hospital to release the fertilized eggs 
into her possession for the purpose of the 
surrogacy procedure, but Daniel opposed 
this. The hospital refused to release the fer-
tilized eggs, and Ruth applied to the District 
Court for an order against the hospital to 
release the fertilized eggs, the District Court 
agreed but Daniel appealed the judgment 
of the District Court to the Supreme Court.

More on this next week. 
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Real Life Rescues 
Knowing What To Do On Shabbat
On a recent Shabbat at the end of May, a two-year-old girl was suffering from a suspected 
respiratory emergency at her home on HaShophet Haim Cohen Street in Jerusalem. 
United Hatzalah physician responder Dr. Aviram Zeiler left his synagogue and raced to 
the scene. Fayyad Asilah, a United Hatzalah medic from east Jerusalem who works as a 
cab driver, happened to be nearby when he received the alert from headquarters. 

The devoted volunteer sped to the given address with his rescue kit at the ready. Fayyad 
was relieved to find his colleague Dr. Zeiler at the scene, already treating the little girl. 
The patient’s mother was highly anxious, as her husband was still at the synagogue and 
she couldn’t leave her other children unattended to accompany her daughter in the 
ambulance. 

“Don’t worry,” the Muslim medic assured her, “I’ll drive over right now and let him know 
what’s happening. He can ride back with me in my taxi. Fayyad found the synagogue, 
parked his taxi outside, and rushed inside with his orange medic vest. 

“It must have been quite a sight for them and it was certainly a tad uneasy for me to rush 
inside a Jerusalem synagogue, causing a commotion in the middle of prayers. To top it 
off, my head was clearly uncovered and I was carrying mobile phones to stay in touch 
with the ambulance and United Hatzalah’s dispatch.” 

A congregant immediately approached Fayyad. “How can I help you, sir?” Together they 
quickly managed to identify the patient’s father. The United Hatzalah medic provided 
a rapid update and together they hurried out to his taxi. “I know the routine,” Fayyad 
said. “I offered to hold the taxi door open for the gentleman and close it after him, out 
of sensitivity for his traditional Sabbath observance. All volunteers in United Hatzalah, 
Jewish and non-Jewish alike, receive training in basic Jewish law so that we know what 
to do on Shabbat and holidays in order to make treating Jewish patients easier. This is 
why I knew what to do and how to do it to prevent the desecration of Shabbat as much 
as possible for the family.” 

Thanks to Fayyad, the man was able to 
make it home in a flash and be there 
for his family. Once he arrived home, 
his wife got in the ambulance with 
their daughter and accompanied her 
to the hospital, so she could get the 
comprehensive follow-up medical 
care she needed.

1221



58     TORAH TIDBITS 1426 / PINCHAS 5781

DIVREI TORAH FROM
YESHIVOT AND SEMINARIES

Mechinat Ruach HaNegev is a gap-year program located in the Negev 
that strives to cultivate a new generation of strong and inspired 
Religious Zionists. Our integrative program incorporates daily Beit 

Midrash and service learning, encouraging students to explore, clarify, and strengthen their 
spiritual and personal self—regardless of their religious educational background. Our highly 
motivated and independent students will immerse themselves in a young and budding Israeli 
community in the Negev, and participate in a variety of intentional and authentic experi-
ences to help them build a strong foundation as they prepare for the next steps in their lives.  
For more information go to www.ruachhanegev.org

Rabbi Jon Singer 
Rosh Beit Midrash
Being Moderately 
Zealous

There’s a certain irony in the Korban 
Tamid’s appearance in Parashat Pinchas. 

The Ein Yaakov cites a midrash describing 
a debate among Tannaitic sages: Which 
verse can be considered the most inclu-
sive verse in the Torah? Alongside several 
worthy options like the Shema and “Love 
your neighbor as yourself”, the midrash 
concludes that the decisive winner in this 
competition is Shimon Ben Pazi’s submis-
sion: “The first lamb you shall sacrifice 
in the morning and the second lamb you 
shall sacrifice at twilight”. The prominence 
that this seemingly obscure verse receives 

MECHINAT RUACH HANEGEV, RETAMIM

Torah Tidbits is proud to highlight the many outstanding Rabbis and  
teachers that lead the various Yeshivot and Seminaries here in Israel.

is broadly understood to represent the 
importance of regular consistency in our 
worship of Hashem. It’s very ironic indeed 
then that the mitzvah most emblematic of 
our undistinguished daily responsibilities 
would appear in the Parsha named specif-
ically for Pinchas, who is praised for his 
momentous act of religious zealotry and 
extremism. 

Consistency makes up the core of our ser-
vice to Hashem. It proves our dedication to 
lasting ideals that don’t require extreme 
circumstances to keep our religious con-
nection alive. It also shields us from the pull 
of dangerous forms of extreme worship. 
The belief that G-d can be appeased only 
through extreme acts is repudiated by our 
tradition: the highest form of dedication is 
the sometimes thankless act of doing the 
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small things one day at a time.

But Pinchas’ zealotry isn’t repudiated 
by Hashem. He’s praised for “turning 
[Hashem] back from [his] anger against 
Bnei Yisrael” and is blessed with a “cove-
nant of peace”. Even more remarkable is 
that Pinchas’ descendants are given the 
priesthood eternally; they’ll be the very 
people tasked with offering up the Tamid 
sacrifice!

The Rambam in Hilchot Deot famously 
advocates for moderation in one’s char-
acter, avoiding both extremes along the 
spectrum of any given trait. But he does 
make some exceptions. Regarding both 
anger and pride, Rambam says we must 
eliminate them from our personality alto-
gether. In this way the Rambam really does 
take moderation to its limit: even modera-
tion should be moderated! We cannot take 
the ideal of moderation to its extreme by 
advocating for it in all circumstances. 

In truth, the concepts of consistency and 
zealotry can actually be mutually benefi-
cial. When devoid of passion and spark, 
the day-to-day service becomes dry and 
feels increasingly like a burden. A desire 
to do something great can give the push 
needed to put in one more day’s work, to 
do one more mitzvah, to live up to the lofty 
expectations our Halacha demands of us 
on a regular basis. In turn, our sense of 
self-capability is heightened and we rein-
force a sense of commitment to the Torah’s 
ethics day after day, providing a lasting, 
not ephemeral, sense of connection to 
Hashem. 

There are moments in our lives where we’re 
called upon to go beyond the daily duties to 
which we dedicate most of our time. True, 
we define ourselves as servants of Hashem 
who find Him in the “kol demama daka” - 
the soft silence. We content ourselves with 
many tasks that won’t provide a rush of 
adrenaline. But we go forth ready to draw 
on our conviction, built up through a daily 
routine, knowing that when we must be 
zealous for Hashem it comes not from a 
place of desperation to experience some-
thing mighty and impressive but rather 
from a place of fortitude. Fervor and pas-
sion are the spices for the main dish that 
is our daily commitment: never the main 
focus, but necessary to add life. 

Rabbi Yehuda Hanasi exclaims that there 
are those who acquire their place in the 
world-to-come over the course of many 
years and those who do so in a single 
moment. With the right blend of consistent 
dedication and zealous inspiration, we can 
have both. 
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KOSHER
CERTIFICATION

SERVICE

R E G I S T E R  AT

 oukosher.org/askou or

 koshereducation@ou.org

FREE as a public service

For more information please contact  
Rabbi Eli Eleff at 212-613-0602   
or koshereducation@ou.org

JOIN US  
FOR A Kosher

Encounter

Topics Include:

WINE, RESTAURANTS,  
BAKERIES AND FISH 
  and source materials מראה מקומות

will be provided.

Dates
Monday July 19 to  
Thursday July 22, 2021
י' מנחם אב - י"ג מנחם אב תשפ"א

Time
11 am – 1 pm ET daily

Location
Virtual via zoom or teleconference

Encounter Kosher in its natural habitat.  
Join us live as we virtually explore the latest in kashrus – 

 broadcasting from OU Kosher’s global headquarters and various facilities.
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 

Continued next week... 02-625-2555 firstisrael.com

Special rates up to 75% LTV: 
30 year 3.85% 
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%
For well qualified borrowers

Purchase / Refinance Rates 
(Non-inflation linked)*

Mortgage 
RATES at 
historic 
LOWS for 
refinance 
& purchase

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv 
*Rates are for quali�ed borrowers and are current as of    
 the printing of this advertisement but are subject to    
 change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and 
 are for illustrative purposes only.

1 5 +  y e a r s  ex p e r i e n c e
M o b i l e - f r i e n d l y  w e b s i t e

E a s y  s e c u r e  o n l i n e  p a y m e n t s

CONTACT 
US TODAY!

Akiva Bookman 
akiva@rentalsofdistinction.com 

443.498.8209 
www.rentalsofdistinction.com

SHORT TERM RENTALS 

LONG TERM RENTALS 

MANAGEMENT 

SALES
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Shoshana Solomyak
Jerusalem Chapter 
Director
The Story of Two 

Brothers
Throughout Sefer Bereishit Shimon and 
Levi often act as one unit. For example, in 
response to the story of Dina in Sechem 
where they devise a plan together to trick 
and destroy the entire city. Shimon and 
Levi were so much of a duo that Yaakov 
blessed them together at the end of his life, 
instead of giving them each an individual 
bracha like he did for the rest of the sheva-
tim. Yaakov says:

“Simeon and Levi are brothers… Cursed 
be their wrath for it is mighty, and their 
anger because it is harsh. (Genesis 49:5-7) 

The harsh nature of this blessing is some-
what puzzling, as it sounds more like a 
curse than a blessing. However, what is 
significant for us at the moment is that 
Shimon and Levi were clearly united as 
brothers by their shared attribute of anger. 

But as we come to this week’s Parsha, Pin-
chas, the brotherhood of Shimon and Levi 
begins to split. The Moabite and Midianite 
women seduce the Jewish men and allure 
them to partake in idol worship. Zimri, a 
man from the tribe of Shimon, engages in 
relations with a Midianite woman in front 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

of Moshe and all of Bnei Yisrael as an act of 
rebellion. Pinchas, from the tribe of Levi, 
zealously kills Zimri and the Midianite 
woman. While Shimon and Levi both acted 
with the same trait of anger, here is the first 
time that we see them come head to head, 
instead of acting together. The two brothers 
take their common trait in two completely 
different directions. Shimon (Zimri) uses 
his anger to rebel, while Levi (Pinchas) uses 
his anger to fight zealously for G-d. 

While Shimon and Levi started off as 
“brothers”, united by a common personal-
ity, the different paths they ended up taking 
paves two very different futures. Shimon is 
never given a blessing by Moshe at the end 
of his life, but Levi is blessed with the role 
of being the religious leaders and teachers 
of all of Bnei Yisrael. 

“And of Levi he said: “Your Tummim and 
Urim belong to Your pious man … They 
shall teach Your ordinances to Jacob, 
and Your Torah to Israel; they shall place 
incense before You, and burnt offerings 
upon Your altar. “ (Deuteronomy 33: 8-11).

We learn from this week’s parsha that no 
trait is objectively good or bad, but that 
every trait has the potential to be used for 
good or for bad. May we all be zoche to rec-
ognize all of the unique traits that we were 
given and to direct each one of them to the 
service of G-d. Shabbat Shalom! 
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RACE TO 
SAVE LIVES

A VIRTUAL 5K / IN PERSON

AUG 15TH 2021 #racetosavelives

Sign Up Today: www.SAVELIVES5K.com




