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Torah Tidbits has been a part 
of my life since I was 17 years 
old. I remember when the 
first editions were distrib-
uted and the ads for NESTO, 

Torah-thons, Shiurim, and Tiyulim taking 
place at the OU Israel Center. My parents 
used to advertise their business in Torah 
Tidbits. Like so many of you, I have seen 
Torah Tidbits evolve from a one page Par-
sha sheet created by OU Israel Educational 
Director and my dear friend Phil Chernof-
sky into what it is today.  

I’ll never forget the 100th edition which hap-
pened to coincide with my 18th birthday. 
My parents placed a happy birthday mes-
sage for me in it. Back then, Torah Tidbits 
was only 8 pages. It is so incredible to see 
how this wonderful creation went from a 1 
color sheet  with  limited Torah to a 64 (and 
even 120 special edition) page publication 
with a large array of Torah articles. Every-
one I ask has their own numerous favorite 
Torah Tidbits writers they look forward to 
reading each week. 

Torah Tidbits has many goals. First and 
foremost, it is a Torah publication providing 
those who enjoy learning Torah in English 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

with a weekly Shabbat companion. I recall 
a conversation with then Minister of Senior 
Citizens Uri Orbach z”l who told me that he 
reads Torah Tidbits every week and “kills 
two birds with one stone;” he learned Torah 
and English at the same time. Over the years 
many other people have shared this same 
sentiment with me. 

Second, Torah Tidbits serves as a platform in 
which we notify the public of the wonderful 
activities the OU is running here in Yerusha-
layim at the OU Israel Center and around 
the country with the hope that more people 
join and become involved. Third, we are 
proud to offer a medium to advertise Israeli 
businesses, many of which are owned and 
operated by Anglo Olim. Their choosing to 
advertise in Torah Tidbits provides us with 
the necessary income to publish Torah Tid-
bits every week which is why I once again 
encourage you to support our advertisers.   

There is one group that we feel Torah Tidbits 
is not catering to to the degree that we would 
like, and that is the under 18 demographic. 
My staff and I have spoken a lot about the 
fact that the OU is Baruch Hashem very 
successful in running programming for 
this demographic for over 70 years through 
NCSY, Yachad, The Jack E. Gindi Oraita Pro-
gram, Makom Balev, and Camp Dror. Yet, we 
have not been successful in creating print 
content which engages most of the younger 
crowd in Torah Tidbits. To a certain degree 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 79,289
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this is contradictory - how can we have such 
a solid reputation in running teen/youth 
programming but fall short when it comes 
to catering towards them in a National 
weekly publication?

We put a lot of thought into this and spoke to 
many educators, and on behalf of the entire 
Torah Tidbits team, I am extremely proud 
and excited to share a new feature starting 
this week in Torah Tidbits - a weekly comic 
strip with Jewish values created exclusively 
for Torah Tidbits. This comic is a long time 
in the making. It took us longer than antici-
pated to find the right person to undertake 
this initiative, and we are thrilled to wel-
come comic creator Netanel Epstein to the 
team. 

While we hope that this comic strip engages 
a younger demographic of children and 

Join Zvi Lapian 
for an exceptional 

and relaxing 

SUKKOT
at the LAVI hotel

Sep 20-28 2021
Scholar in Residence 
Rabbi Professor 
Daniel Sinclair

Mehadrin Rabbanut  
Galil Tachton

zvilapian@gmail.com Tel. 054-447-3851
Toll free UK: 0800-098-8428 US: 1-800-376-1803

teens to our Torah Tidbits readership -  it’s 
ok if you want to peek at it as well. Like my 
friend Uri Orbach z”l said, I am also hoping 
that it encourages many of our children 
to read and strengthen their English on a 
weekly basis. The column aims to connect 
readers to Eretz Yisrael, Yerushalayim, and 
Tanach by exploring (at least initially) the 
weekly Haftorah. Our children learn Parshat 
HaShavua in school, but often the Haftorah 
is not discussed on a regular basis. This 
week’s strip sets the stage for the concept of 
the comic strip. Stay tuned as we delve fur-
ther into the plot in the upcoming weeks. As 
always, I’d love to hear your feedback. 

Avi, 
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of  
RCA Israel Region

1st aliya (Bamidbar 19:1-17) Para 
Aduma: This is the Torah law.  
Elazar the Kohen shall remove 

from the camp an unblemished red heifer 
that has never worked. It is burnt. Cedar, 
hyssop and red thread shall be burnt with 
it. The Kohanim involved in the process are 
Tamei until evening. The ashes are used to 
purify those Tamei from contact with the 
dead. On the 3rd and 7th day a mix of these 
ashes and water are sprinkled on the 
Tamei person. Absent this process, one 
who has come in contact with the dead 
cannot become Tahor.  

Death defiles; even though there is a mitz-
vah to bury the dead. The tuma of contact 
with the dead prevents one from entering 

KI TEITZEI the Mishkan, the holy area. A theory of 
tuma opines that entry to the holy places 
demands a lofty feeling of our majesty. G-d 
is Majestic; we, majestic. Death demoral-
izes. We feel: What’s the use, we all end 
up in the same place. It bruises the sense 
of our majesty. A detailed look at the sym-
bolism of the purification rituals is beyond 
this brief outline; but can be looked at as a 
replenishment of our majesty. The anom-
aly of the laws of the Para Aduma is: the 
Kohen who helps to purify others, himself 
becomes tamei for the day. The Lubavitcher 
Rebbe saw in this a rich image: our fellow 
Jews can become purer, though we have 
to be willing to self-sacrifice, just like the 
Kohen did.

2nd aliya (19:18-20:6) Hyssop is 
dipped in the purifying waters 
and sprinkled on the person or 

vessels requiring this purification. A tahor 
person sprinkles on the tamei person on 
the 3rd and 7th day; this tahor person then 
becomes tamei for the day. One who is 
tamei through contact with the dead and 
does not do this purification and then sub-
sequently enters the Mishkan has 
committed a most grave sin. Miriam dies 
after the camp travels to Midbar Zin in the 
first month. The people complain: oh that 
we had died like the others(over these 40 
years). Why did you bring us from Egypt to 
die in this nasty place? Moshe and Aharon 
went to the Mishkan; G-d’s glory appeared 
to them.

After concluding the laws of purification for 
those in contact with the dead, Miriam dies.  
With little fanfare, 39 years have passed.  
Take 2 on the march to the land begins. The 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

CHUKAT

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.



OU ISRAEL CENTER         7

complaint of the people here is a twist on 
the past. Way back, 39 years ago they com-
plained: why did you take us out of Egypt 
to die in the desert. Now they complain: oh 
that we would die in the desert. But more 
importantly, Miriam’s death demoralizes 
the people. The Midrash maintains that 
water flowed for the people in Miriam’s 
merit. It stopped with her death. But the 
simple flow of the story is that the death 
of leaders is demoralizing. It leaves a void.  
The people have a daunting task ahead, of 
entering and conquering the land. The loss 
of Miriam demoralizes.  

3rd aliya (20:7-13) G-d said to 
Moshe: gather the people to the 
rock. Speak to the rock. Water 

sufficient for them and their flock will be 
produced. Moshe said: Listen oh rebellious 
ones. Will water emerge from a rock?  
Moshe hit the rock. Water emerged, enough 
for the flocks. G-d said to Moshe and 
Aharon: since you did not believe me, you 
will not enter the land.

If the loss of Miriam is demoralizing, the 
impending loss of Aharon and Moshe com-
pounds that. But conversely, it is a powerful 
statement of the greatness, the capability, 
the trust of G-d in His people. The Jewish 
people are greater than any leader or other; 
even Moshe, Aharon and Miriam. You can 
take the land; with or without them. The 
Jewish people will always have great peo-
ple; but the Jewish people is a great people.  
The Torah will end with the greatest lead-
ers falling short of realizing the dream of 
entering the land. But far from being a 
dystopia, and while not being a utopia, it is 
an affirmation that the Jewish people as a 
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discussing how to continue to operate the 
Zula when the teenagers aren’t always 
interested in compiling with corona 
guidelines, such as not properly wearing 
their masks. Due to Corona, the Zula is 
operating outside its usual location on 
Yaffo Street since we cannot be inside. 
The cold in Yerushalayim was frigid, and 
my hands remained in my pockets while 
I shuffled my body to try and stay warm. 
Yet, a few meters in front of me our Zula 
counselors were strumming their guitars 
and sitting calmly as they listened to the 
youth unburden themselves. They were 
seeing the potential in these kids and 
watering them with acceptance and love 
because they know that they will be the 
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish 
people. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 78,424
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davidz@AshkelonProperties.com

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A
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Owning your own apartment does not just allow
you freedom, but is also a wise investment!
Enjoy it as an occasional holiday home or you may
rent out your sea-front, marina view apartment.
Rental income has often reached in excess to 3.5%.
Compare that to what you receive in the bank and
start planning what you can do with the extra profits.

  

  
YYoouurr  mmoonneeyy  iinn  tthhee  bbaannkk  iiss  ddooiinngg  

nnootthhiinngg  ffoorr  yyoouu,,  wwhhiillee
hhiissttoorriiccaallllyy,,  AAsshhkkeelloonn  rreeaall  eessttaattee  
hhaass  aallwwaayyss  iinnccrreeaasseedd  iinn  vvaalluuee..

aabbssoolluutteellyy  

WWee  ssoolldd  77  pprrooppeerrttiieess  iinn  
MMaayy  aalloonnee  ––  hheerree’’ss  wwhhyy:: 

REASON #1: GREAT INVESTMENT 

 

 
Your money in the bank is doing 
absolutely nothing for you, while
historically, Ashkelon real estate 
has always increased in value.

We sold 7 properties in 
May alone – here’s why:
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people rise above the presence or absence 
of individual leaders. The death of Miriam, 
then Aharon and finally Moshe affirm the 
greatness of the people of Israel.

4th aliya (20:14-21) Moshe sends 
messengers to the King of Edom.  
You are aware of your brother 

Israel’s history: we left Egypt with G-d’s 
help. We need to cross your land, at no cost 
to you, to enter our land. The King said no.  
The people answered: we will stay on the 
road and pay for water. Edom said no and 
came with a large contingent. The Jewish 
people circled back.

Even though Moshe just received the word 
he will not enter the land, you would never 
know it from his behavior. There is nary a 
hint of hesitation in leading the people to the 
land. Leadership is public service.  Moshe is 
a lame duck leader; he is not going to benefit 
from leading the people. He is not going to 
see the land. But he is not in it for himself. 
His service is for the people. They will enter 
the land. And so lead them he must.   

5th aliya (20:22-21:9) At Har Hor 
Aharon is told he will die. Up the 
mountain, Moshe clothes Elazar 

in the garments of Aharon. Aharon dies.  
The entire people mourn for 30 days. The 

King of Arad in the Negev hears and does 
battle with the people. The people prevail.  
The people travel to circumvent Edom. The 
long journey aggravates the people. They 
complain. Snakes attack. The people regret 
their sins. G-d tells Moshe to make a copper 
snake. When the people gaze on it, they 
recover.

The theme of punishment is a repeating 
theme in Bamidbar. And while we need to 
note that our failings are met with punish-
ment, equally as important is the variety 
of manners of relief from the punishment.  
Here, gaze on the copper snake and you 
will recover. This is another example of 
what is the dominant theme of the entire 
Torah: G-d’s love for man and for the Jew-
ish people. Mankind is never completely 
destroyed. Nor the Jewish people. Sure, 
there is punishment. But, well, we err quite 
a bit. We can’t ignore Divine justice. But we 
also can’t ignore the unequivocal loyalty of 
G-d to His people. The punishments are all 
episodes of encouragement; because the 
end. He, yet again, is loyal to us.   

6th aliya (21:10-20)  The travel 
takes the people to the east of 
Moav. They travel north to the 

area of the Emori. The travels are recorded 
in the books of wars, traveling on to the 
well. They sang of their fortune and their 
travels.

The circuitous route of the march is per-
plexing. From the Sinai desert to Israel 
is, well, yashar, yashar. Straight up north.  
Enter Israel from the Negev. Travel north 
to Chevron. Then keep going. Straight. Yet, 
they travel east to the nations on the east 

We mourn the passing of
Prof. Sol Green z"l

in his 100th year
and extend our condolences

to his sons Natan and Ezra, his brother 
Pinky, sister Pearl, extended family, 

many colleagues, students and friends
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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bank of the Jordan. Edom refuses passage.  
So they travel south to Eilat, cross over far-
ther east, traveling up through the heart 
of present day Jordan. Kind of the way to 
go to Petra. They end up opposite Jericho.  
And from there, once they enter the land, 
they will go to Shechem. Why this wide, 
wide swing to the east, up north through 
Jordan? Why not enter from the Negev 
straight north? The Torah does not tell us.  
But, we can speculate. At this point in Jew-
ish history, the Jewish people have entered 
the land 3 times: Avraham. Yaakov when 
he returned from Lavan. And the spies.  
And now. Whose footsteps would you 
like to follow? Avraham and Yaakov both 
entered from the north and went immedi-
ately to Shechem. The spies came up from 
the south to Hevron. The Jewish people 
are following in the footsteps of Avraham.  
Deliberately avoiding the much simpler 
and direct route, the yashar, yashar route 
of the spies.  Whose footsteps do we follow?

7th aliya (21:21-22:1) Messengers 
are sent to Sichon for permission 
to cross his land. Sichon con-

fronts them for war. Sichon is roundly 
defeated. The people settle in the land of 
the Emori. They travel to the land of Og, the 
king of the Bashan. G-d tells them they will 
succeed against Og, as they did with Sichon.  
They defeat Og, arriving at the plains of 
Moav, opposite Jericho.

In this march up the east side of the Jor-
dan, the Divine has been conspicuously 
absent. Israel sent messengers to Sichon.  
No Divine command. Moshe staked out 
the cities along the route into the land.  The 
march into the land has begun. And while 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 

MarSea Modest Swim & Casualwear
www.MarSeaModest.net (NIS)
www.MarSeaModest.com ($USD)

Marci Rapp
050-424-8359

JLEM 02-628-8282 I TLV 03-720-8000
tzviair.com

THE BEST DESIGN, ENGINEERING
AND INSTALLATION OF AIR 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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the march of the people until this time has 
been with the Mishkan in their midst, the 
manna falling from heaven, slowly the 
transfer of leadership into the hands of 
man is occurring. The Jewish people dance 
with G-d; at times He leads. At times, we.  
In this dance, the Divine allows the Jewish 
people to lead. He lurks, ever present. But 
man is leading this march.

HAFTORAH CHUKAT 
JUDGES 11:1-33

The haftorah opens with an attack on the 
Israelites from the people of Ammon. The 
Israelites call upon Yiftach to lead them 
into battle. He sends a message to Ammon 
which includes a reference to the conquest 
of the lands of Sichon and Og, which appar-
ently is the tie in with our Torah reading.

Yiftach made a condition with the Jewish 
people regarding his willingness to take on 

“Vataamat Miriam Sham” “And Miriam died there”. (Chapter 20: Pasuk 1)
The commentary Rashi gives us insight into the worthy personality that Miriam possessed. He 

reveals to us that a spring of water followed the Israelites throughout their desert journeys, due to 
the great merit of Miriam. This provided them with ample drinking water.

We are witness to the consequences of Miriam’s death in the next pasuk “And there was no water 
for the congregation.” 

The Siftei Chachamim asks a simple yet important question. Why was there not a spring of water in 
the merits of Aaron and Moshe, to continue to follow the Israelites in the desert?

Rav Eliezer Weiss suggested an answer that has a tremendous impact for generations to come. The 
Torah is compared to Flowing Water. Traditionally a father is very involved in the Torah education of 
his children. However, finding the time to do so is very challenging. The responsibility usually revolves 
around the mother to instill the spiritual ideas and beliefs in the family and household routines. Prov-
erbs (1:8) “Do not forsake your mother’s teaching”.

All the time that Miriam was alive, the spring continued to flow. The water, symbolizing the water of 
Torah, the education of our children,  is dependent on the dedication and loyalty of the mother figure, 
the ‘Miriam’ in every family. Once she passed away, the water no longer springs forth.

Shabbat Shalom 
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this role as commander: “If you bring me 
back to fight with the children of Ammon, 
and God delivers them before me, I will 
become your head.” The Jewish people 
accepted his terms.

Yiftach, after trying to make peace with 
Ammon, has no choice but to go to war. He 
successfully leads his people in battle and 
they eliminate the Ammonite threat. 
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Miriam, 
Moses’ Friend

It is one of the great mysteries of the 
Torah. Arriving at Kadesh the people 
find themselves without water. They 

complain to Moses and Aaron. The two 
leaders go to the Tent of Meeting and there 
they are told by God to take the staff and 
speak to the rock, and water will emerge.

Moses’ subsequent behaviour is extraor-
dinary. He takes the staff. He and Aaron 
gather the people. Then Moses says: “Listen 
now you rebels, shall we bring you water 
out of this rock?” Then “Moses raised his 
arm and struck the rock twice with his 
staff” (Num. 20:10-11).

This was the behaviour that cost Moses 
and Aaron their chance of leading the 
people across the Jordan into the Promised 
Land. “Because you did not have enough 
faith in Me to sanctify Me in the sight of 
the Israelites, you will not bring this com-
munity into the land I have given them” 
(Num. 20:12)

The commentators disagree as to which 
aspect of Moses’ behaviour was wrong: His 
anger? His act of striking the rock instead 
of speaking to it? The implication that 
it was he and Aaron, not God, who were 
bringing water from the rock? I proposed 
in an earlier Covenant & Conversation that 
Moses neither sinned nor was punished. 
He merely acted as he had done almost 
forty years earlier when God told him to 
hit the rock (Ex. 17:6), and thereby showed 
that though he was the right leader for the 
people who had been slaves in Egypt, he 
was not the leader for their children who 
were born in freedom and would conquer 
the land.

This time, though, I want to pose a different 
question. Why then? Why did Moses fail 
this particular test? After all, he had been 
in a similar situation twice before. After 
emerging from the Red Sea the people had 
travelled for three days without finding 

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
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water. Then they found some, but it tasted 
bitter and they complained. God showed 
Moses how to make the water sweet. (Ex. 
15:22-26)

Arriving at Rephidim, again they found no 
water and complained. Despairing, Moses 
said to God, “What am I to do with these 
people? They are almost ready to stone 
me.” God patiently instructs Moses as to 
what he should do, and water flows from 
the rock. (Ex. 17:1-7).

So Moses had successfully overcome two 
similar challenges in the past. Why now 
on this third occasion did he lose emotional 
control? What was different?

The answer is stated explicitly in the text, 
but in so understated a way that we may 
fail to grasp its significance. Here it is:

In the first month the whole Israelite com-
munity arrived at the Desert of Zin, and 
they stayed at Kadesh. There Miriam died 
and was buried. (Num. 20:1)

Immediately after this we read: “Now there 
was no water for the community, and the 
people gathered in opposition to Moses 
and Aaron.” A famous Talmudic passage1 
explains that it was in Miriam’s merit 
that the Israelites had a well of water that 
miraculously accompanied them through 
their desert journeys. When Miriam died, 
the water ceased. This interpretation reads 
the sequence of events simply and super-
naturally. Miriam died. Then there was no 
water. From this, you can infer that until 
then there was water because Miriam was 
alive. It was a miracle in her merit.

1  Taanit 9a.
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It is only in this week’s parsha that we 
begin to get a full sense of her influence, 
and this only by implication. For the first 
time Moses faces a challenge without her, 
and for the first time Moses loses emotional 
control in the presence of the people. This 
is one of the effects of bereavement, and 
those who have suffered it often say that 
the loss of a sibling is harder to bear than 
the loss of a parent. The loss of a parent is 
part of the natural order of life. The loss 
of a sibling can be less expected and more 
profoundly disorienting. And Miriam was 
no ordinary sibling. Moses owed her his 
entire relationship with his natural family, 
as well as his identity as one of the children 
of Israel.

It is a cliché to say that leadership is a lonely 
undertaking. But at the same time no 
leader can truly survive on their own. Yitro 
told Moses this many years earlier. Seeing 
him leading the people alone he said, “You 
and these people who come to you will 
only wear yourselves out. The work is too 
heavy for you; you cannot handle it alone” 
(Ex. 18:18). A leader needs three kinds of 
support: (1) allies who will fight alongside 
him; (2) troops or a team to whom he can 
delegate; and (3) a soulmate or soulmates to 
whom he can confide his doubts and fears, 
who will listen without an agenda other 
than being a supportive presence, and who 
will give him the courage, confidence and 
sheer resilience to carry on.

Having known through personal friend-
ship many leaders in many fields, I can say 
with certainty that it is false to suppose that 
people in positions of high leadership have 
thick skins. Most of those I have known 

However there is another way of reading 
the passage, naturally and psychologically. 
The connection between Miriam’s death 
and the events that followed had less to 
do with a miraculous well and more to do 
with Moses’ response to the complaints of 
the Israelites.

This was the first trial he had to face as 
leader of the people without the presence 
of his sister. Let us recall who Miriam was, 
for Moses. She was his elder sister, his old-
est sibling. She had watched over his fate as 
he floated down the Nile in a pitched bas-
ket. She had the presence of mind, and the 
audacity, to speak to Pharaoh’s daughter 
and arrange for the child to be nursed by 
an Israelite woman, that is, by Moses’ own 
mother Yocheved. Without Miriam, Moses 
would have grown up not knowing who he 
was and to which people he belonged.

Miriam is a background presence through-
out much of the narrative. We see her 
leading the women in song at the Red Sea, 
so it is clear that she, like Aaron, had a lead-
ership role. We gain a sense of how much 
she meant to Moses when, in an obscure 
passage, she and Aaron “began to talk 
against Moses because of his Cushite wife, 
for he had married a Cushite” (Num. 12:1). 
We do not know exactly what the issue was, 
but we do know that Miriam was smitten 
with leprosy. Aaron turns helplessly to 
Moses and asks him to intervene on her 
behalf, which he does with simple elo-
quence in the shortest prayer on record 
– five Hebrew words – “Please, God, heal 
her now.” Moses still cares deeply for her, 
despite her negative talk.
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have not. They are often intensely vulner-
able. They can suffer deeply from doubt 
and uncertainty. They know that a leader 
must often make a choice between two 
evils, and you never know in advance how 
a decision will work out. Leaders can be 
hurt by criticism and the betrayal of people 
they once considered friends. Because they 
are leaders, they rarely show any signs of 
vulnerability in public. They have to proj-
ect a certainty and confidence they do not 
feel. But Ronald Heifetz and Marty Linsky, 
the Harvard leadership experts, are right 
to say, “The hard truth is that it is not pos-
sible to experience the rewards and joy of 
leadership without experiencing the pain 
as well.”2

Leaders need confidants, people who “will 
tell you what you do not want to hear and 
cannot hear from anyone else, people in 
whom you can confide without having 
your revelations spill back into the work 
arena.” A confidant cares about you more 
than about the issues. They lift you when 
you are low, and gently brings you back to 
reality when you are in danger of self-con-
gratulation or complacency. Heifetz and 
Linsky write, “Almost every person we 
know with difficult experiences of leader-
ship has relied on a confidant to help them 
get through.”3

Maimonides in his Commentary to the 
Mishnah counts this as one of the four 

2  Ronald Heifetz and Marty Linsky, Lead-
ership on the Line, Boston, Harvard Business 
School Press, 2002, 227.
3  Ibid., 200.

kinds of friendship.4 He calls it the “friend-
ship of trust” [chaver habitachon] and 
describes it as having someone in whom 
“you have absolute trust and with whom 
you are completely open and unguarded,” 
hiding neither the good news nor the bad, 
knowing that the other person will neither 
take advantage of the confidences shared, 
nor share them with others.

A careful reading of this famous episode 
in the context of Moses’ early life suggests 
that Miriam was Moses’ “trusted friend,” 
his confidante, the source of his emotional 
stability, and that when she was no longer 
there, he could no longer cope with crisis 
as he had done until then.

Those who are a source of strength to oth-
ers need their own source of strength. The 
Torah is explicit in telling us how often 
for Moses that source of strength was God 
Himself. But even Moses needed a human 
friend, and it seems, by implication, that 
this was Miriam. A leader in her own right, 
she was also one of her brother’s sources of 
strength. Even the greatest cannot lead 
alone. 

4  Maimonides, Commentary to Mishnah 
Avot 1:6.

Covenant and Conversation 5781 
is kindly supported by the Maurice 
Wohl Charitable Foundation in mem-
ory of Maurice and Vivienne Wohl 
z”l.These weekly teachings from 
Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of the ‘Cov-
enant & Conversation’ series on the 
weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.
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Today’s parasha opens with the 
oft-discussed law of the Parah Adu-
mah. Due to our familiarity with 

this portion we may tend to connect the 
entire Parashat Chukat to this one subject. 
Our rabbinic authorities, however, do not.

Tellingly, the haftarah selection today is 
taken from Sefer Shoftim and connects to 
the main focus of the Torah reading, those 
events that took place during the fortieth 
year in the desert, specifically, the wars 
against the Emorite kings, Sichon and Og.  
This reading tells the story of Yiftach, one of 
the later shoftim (judges, or better, leaders), 
who, although initially rejected by his fam-
ily and community, is approached by the 
elders who entreat him (and his “rag-tag” 
army) to confront the threat of Ammon, 
their neighbor to the east.  

The enemy king had gathered his army 
and began open battles with the residents 
of Gil’ad, claiming that Israel had “stolen” 
their land from them when the Israel-
ites had left Egypt years before. Yiftach 
attempts to negotiate with Ammon arguing 
that Israel had never warred with them (as 
we read in Sefer D’varim) nor taken any 
part of their land. Retelling the episode 
we read in today’s parasha, he explains 
that it was the Emorite kings who defeated 
Ammon and took their land and Israel 
who, subsequently, defeated Sichon and 
Og. Arguing that even the former kings of 
Ammon had accepted Israel’s ownership of 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

these lands for over three hundred years, 
Yiftach condemns the king for his unpro-
voked attacks against Israel. His claims, 
however, fail to move the enemy and, with 
Hashem’s help, Yiftach subdues Ammon 
in battle and removes the enemy’s threat 
from Israel. 

Interestingly, both in the parasha and the 
haftarah, Israel attempts to avoid war by 
attempting to negotiate with, what turns 
out to be, intractable enemies. Likewise, 
in both places we read of how the Israelite 
leadership reviews their past history before 
the enemy: Yiftach to Ammon and Moshe 
to Edom. It is also interesting to note that, 
despite Yiftach’s reluctance to fight and his 
desire for peace, he refuses to consider the 
enemy’s proposal of peace in exchange for 
Israel’s surrender of her land. As Yiftach 
explains to the king: “Certainly, whatever 
your god K’mosh has you conquer-you 
will possess, and whatever nation Hashem 
drives out for us, we shall possess!” 

The puzzling choice of Yiftach to lead 
Israel is discussed by scholars throughout 
the centuries but what remained clear to 
chazal is that, regardless of ancestry or 
accomplishment, any leader who was cho-
sen by G-d to lead Israel demands respect 
and allegiance. “Yiftach B’Doro K’Shmuel 
B’Doro,” Yiftach in his generation is (to be 
regarded) as Shmuel in his generation, 
remains a binding imperative for us in all 
generations. 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Moshe’s 
Meritorious 
Motivation at 
Mei Meriva

There are many explanations offered 
both by our classical as well as 
modern commentaries that seek to 

resolve what “sin” Moshe committed at 
Mei Meriva (see Shalom Rav, Insights on 
the Parasha Vol 2, page 258). 

There are two questions however, that may 
be raised regarding this episode.  First, the 
Mishna in Avos (5:18) states: ֶאת ה  ַהְמַזכֶּ ל   כָּ
א ַעל ָידוֹ ים, ֵאין ֵחְטא בָּ  One who causes the .ָהַרבִּ
community to be meritorious, no sin will 
come by his hand). In fact, the Mishna 
specifically states that Moshe exemplifies 
this characteristic. If so, then how could 
Moshe have sinned in connection with the 
very people upon whom he bestowed such 
value?   

In addition, during the recitation of tefillas 
geshem, we ask that it rain in the merit of 
our forefathers. Not only is Moshe counted 
among those righteous individuals, but we 
specifically reference Moshe’s act of hitting 
the rock, as depicted in our parsha: 

 למען נאמן בית ]משה רבינו[ מספיק לעם מים, סלע הך“

 For the sake the“  .”ויזובו מים והושיעינו ק-ל מעוזנו
faithful one [Moshe], water was provided to 
the nation, he hit the rock and water flowed 
and we were saved by the mighty God).” 

If Moshe indeed transgressed by hitting 
the rock, why then is this cited in tefillas 
geshem when seek God’s sympathy to 
award us with rain.  It would seem that this 
event is portrayed a positive act, otherwise 
it would not be inserted in tefillas geshem. 

Rav Schwab, in Maayan Beis Hashoeva 
offers an interesting perspective on this 
incident at Mei Meriva. Looking closely 
at the text, one recognizes that Hashem 
requested the following of Moshe and 
Aharon: “העדה את  והשקית  הסלע...  אל   ”ודברתם 
(Bamidbar 20:8). Speak to the rock… give 
the people to drink.  The imperative was for 
Moshe to personally provide water to the 
people והשקית -rather than allowing them 
to obtain water and drink for themselves. 
Perhaps this parallels what is required of 
a Sotah (a women who is suspected of infi-
delity).  This is how Moshe acted after chet 
ha’egel.  

ר־ ַע֣ד ֲאשֶׁ ְטַח֖ן  ַויִּ ֵאׁ֔ש  בָּ רֹ֣ף  שְׂ ַויִּ ֤ר ָעשּׂו֙  ֞ח ֶאת־ָהֵעֶ֨גל ֲאשֶׁ קַּ ַויִּ

ל ָראֵֽ ֵנ֥י ִישְׂ ק ֶאת־בְּ ִ֔ים ַויַּ֖שְׁ ֵנ֣י ַהמַּ ֶ֨זר֙ ַעל־פְּ ֑ק ַויִּ  Then he“ .דָּ

HAPPY HAPPY BDAY -  
ARLENE S. 

from the whole TT Distribution Team!
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took the calf they had made, burned it in 
fire, ground it to fine powder, scattered [it] 
upon the surface of the water, and gave [it 
to] Bnei Yisrael to drink.” (Shemos 32:20).  

It is interesting to note that Hashem asked 
to provide water to the people and their 
cattle – but there is a distinction between 
the two.  It states: והשקית אתאת העדה ואתואת בעירם 
– provide drink to the people and to the 
cattle.  The word אתאת ‘to” seems superfluous 
when appearing prior to the word be’iram 
(cattle). This may be to underscore that God 
desired to distinguish between the drink-
ing of the people, which was to determine 
who is guilty and who is righteous, whereas 
the purpose of providing water to the ani-
mals is merely to quench their thirst. In the 
end, Moshe hits the rock and the people 
and the animals each drink by themselves, 
without Moshe personally providing them 
with the water to drink. As is stated: ותשת 

 .the people and animals drank – העדה ובעירם
(20:11). There is no distinction between the 
people and the animals. The drinking was 
for the sole purpose of quenching thirst 
and not to serve as the mayim hameoririm, 
like the Sotah water to distinguish between 
the righteous and transgressors.  

Moshe determines that, at this juncture, 
in the 38th year in the desert, all that were 
decreed to die have already perished. He 
did not want to again commit an act that 
was to distinguish between the people as 
to who was to live and who was to die. He 
was willing to put his life on the line and 
“take one for the team”, in order to enable 
all the remaining people to enter Eretz 
Yisrael. That is why when Moshe critiques 
the nation in Devarim (1:37), he states: גם 

בגללכםבגללכם ה'   God was angry at me – בי התאנף 
because of you. Moshe defended the people 
so they would be able to enter Eretz Yisrael, 
and in return, he was denied the right of 
entry.  

Rav Schwab skillfully explains that Moshe’s 
act was not a personal transgression, but 
an act on behalf of Am Yisrael. That is why 
it does not conflict with the statement in 
Pirke Avos.  The sin was not on his account 
 In addition, in tefillas geshem we .לא על ידו
recall Mei Meriva to Moshe’s merit for 
acting on behalf of Bnei Yisrael, to enable 
all to enter Israel, without having to drink 
water that would distinguish whether one 
merited entering the land of Israel or not.  
This highlights Moshe’s sacrifice on behalf 
of the nation. May we learn from Moshe’s 
courage, care and concern for all members 
of Klal Yisrael. 
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   Meir Golan      
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sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Song of 
Strength

Although it is only four pesukim 
(Bamidbar 21;17-20), Shirat Habe’er 
holds tremendous lessons and 

powerful symbolism. What inspired this 
song? What miracle transpired and how 
is it relevant to us? 

An earlier passuk shares with us a clue, 
“A gift of the sea of reeds and the rivers of 
Arnon.” (Bamidbar 21;14).  

Ramban explains that the cities men-
tioned in this section were all Moavi 
cities conquered by Sichon king of Emori.  
Am Yisrael was forbidden to fight Moav 
directly, but since these cities no longer 
belonged to Moav the Jews were able to 
capture them from Sichon and incorpo-
rate them into their territory. Am Yisrael 
is thanking Hashem for gifting them with 

these lands by enabling Sichon to defeat 
Moav. Thus, the song expresses appre-
ciation that Hashem orchestrates world 
events for the benefit of the Jews. Although 
we may not always see the greater picture, 
Hashem is the all-powerful political coor-
dinator and manager. Being constantly 
aware of this reality as global affairs shift 
and swirl through nations and powers 
gives us not only serenity but joy in know-
ing that Hashem is always invested in our 
welfare and best interests.

Rashi cites the midrash that describes an 
astounding miracle that occurred at this 
juncture. The Emori nation hid in caves 
above a narrow pass that Bnei Yisrael 
traversed near the border of Moav. Their 
intention was to push huge boulders on 
the Jews to crush them as they passed. 
Instead, Hashem performed a miracle; the 
boulders that formed the gorge in which 
they were hiding came together crushing 
the Emori people. The Jews only became 
aware of this miracle when they saw 
bones and blood flowing down the gorge. 
Am Yisrael was then motivated to sing a 
song of praise to Hashem for their incred-
ible salvation.

Rav Gamliel Rabinowitz learns two fun-
damental ideas from this episode. Firstly, 
just as one must teach his children about 
the miracle at Kriat Yam Suf, so one must 
teach his children this miraculous story.  

Religious

Caregiver
Car owner
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This must be part of our tradition; to tell 
of Hashem’s kindnesses and miracles that 
He has done for our people at the begin-
ning of our nationhood. The second lesson 
is the importance of singing praises to 
Hashem when one experiences a miracle. 
This expression of thanks should be in a 
public forum so others can be inspired 
as well by Hashem’s overflowing chesed.  
Rav Soloveitchik in Kol Dodi Dofek empha-
sizes the moral responsibility one has 
to  respond to the beneficence bestowed 
upon him in the form of concrete deeds.  
Even more so, this obligation rests on one 
who receives kindness from Hashem in a 
supernatural fashion.  

Rav Pinchas Friedman in Shvilei Pinchas 
sees these events as symbolic of what 
will transpire in the future before Mashi-
ach comes. The Jewish people will have 
travelled through the ‘midbar ha’amim’ 
to come back to Eretz Yisrael. Once they 
return, the kedushah of Eretz Yisrael will 
expand outwards and pulverize all nega-
tive influences in the world. The crushed 
mountains are a ‘poel dimyoni’, a physical 
demonstration of that which will ensue in 
the future.  Hence, ‘az yashir’ is not just 
about Am Yisrael singing at that point in 
time, but a foreshadowing of the song we 
will soon sing when, be’ezrat HaShem 
we return to our land and all evil is van-
quished from the world. 

Thursday, June 24, 2021 | 19:15 
Shalva National Center, Jerusalem

Meet the Shtisels
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Proceeds from the evening  
benefit Camp Shalva

For more information: bluma@shalva.org

To Register   

www.shalva.org/shtisels

Join us for a conversation  
with the actors of Shtisel

Michael Aloni, Daniella Kertesz, 
Neta Riskin, Zohar Shtrauss,  

Hadas Yaron
And the artist behind the paintings, 

Alex Tubis

www.translationsandadvocacyforolimhadashim.com



24     TORAH TIDBITS 1424 / CHUKAT 5781

Dedicated L'Iluy Nishmas HaChaver 
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l 

Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Paradoxical 
Sacrifices 

When the beloved tzadik and Rav 
of Ramat haSharon, Rav Yaa-
kov Edelstein, zt’l, was a talmid 

at Yeshivas Ponovezh, a group of students 
who did not have a strong background in 
Torah learning joined the yeshivah in the 
fledgling city of Bnei Brak. The Chazon Ish 
was aware of the happenings at the yeshi-
vah and asked Rav Yaakov to prevail upon 
some of the other senior talmidim to dedi-
cate time to learn with and strengthen the 
weaker, less experienced bachurim.

Rav Yaakov who was welcoming and gen-
erous with the new talmidim expressed his 
concerns to the Chazon Ish, and doubted 
that the most serious yeshivah students, 
those who were deeply engrossed in their 
learning, would be willing to sacrifice their 
time.

The Chazon Ish answered sternly: “If 
any talmid resists giving of their time to 
strengthen a fellow student, ask them if 
they had put on tefillin that day, and if so, 
why do they not feel that putting on tefil-
lin is a waste of time. After all, they could 
have been reviewing their Gemara learn-
ing then, as well.”

Rav Edelstein remarked, “The Chazon Ish 
equated laying tefillin, a mitzvah d’Oraysa, 
a Biblical commandment, with sacrificing 
some of one’s own learning time in order 
to strengthen a weaker student.” 

In the mid-Thirteenth Century, one of the 
many expressions of European Christian 
antisemitism was the “Trial of the Talmud”, 
accusing it of ‘heretical’ statements and 
‘blasphemous’ passages. In 1242, following 
this ‘trial’, also called the Disputation of 
Paris, King Louis the Ninth decreed that all 
copies of the Talmud must be burned. On 
Erev Shabbos, Parshas Chukas, twenty four 
wagonloads with an estimated 10,000 vol-
umes of irreplaceable handwritten Torah 
manuscripts, including Gemara and Ris-
honim, were publicly set ablaze. It was a 
staggering tragedy, especially considering 
that the printing press did not yet exist. 
Maharam of Rotenburg, zt’l, witnessed 
and described this horrific scene, which 
is detailed in the moving elegy of Sha’ali 
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Serufa baAish, and incorporated into our 
Kinos recited on Tisha B’Av. 

Gedolei Yisrael of the era searched for 
meaning and a message in that communal 
trauma. Many understood the experience 
in the context of that week’s sedra — Par-
shas Chukas — correlating the burning 
of the Talmud to the verses of the Parah 
Adumah: 

ָרֵאל  ֵני ִישְׂ ר ֶאל־בְּ בֵּ ר־ִצוָּה ה׳ ֵלאמֹר דַּ ת ַהּתוָֹרה ֲאשֶׁ זֹאת ֻחקַּ

ִמיָמה ה תְּ ְוִיְקחּו ֵאֶליָך ָפָרה ֲאֻדמָּ

“This is the statute of the Torah which God 
commanded, saying, ‘Speak to the Children 
of Israel and have them take for you a per-
fect red heifer…’” (Bamidbar, 19:2)

Rashi explains that because Am Yisrael 
might doubt the purpose of the Parah Adu-
mah, the Torah uses the term ֻחָּקה, “statute”, 
a decree: ֵאין ְלָך ְרׁשּות ְלַהְרֵהר ַאֲחֶריָה, “You have 
no right to question it.” The ashes of the 
Parah Adumah were to be sprinkled by the 
Kohein upon one who had become tameh 
l’nefesh, ritually impure, to remove that 
form of impurity. And yet, in the process, 
the Kohein would himself become ritually 
impure. This paradox makes the Parah 
Adumah the quintessential חוק — chok, 
decree or mitzvah whose understanding is 
beyond all intellectual grasp and question-
ing. זאת חוקת התורה, “This is a decree of the 
Torah,” is translated by Targum Onkelus as 
ֵזַרת אוַֹרְיָתא א גְּ -it is a gezeira Oraisa, “a Bib ,דָּ
lical decree”. 

Some interpreted the Targum’s translation 
as reference to the tragedy of the burn-
ing of the Talmud, as the phrase gezeiras 
Oraysa can also mean ‘a decree against the 
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Torah’. Beyond deriving a message from 
the wording of the Targum, however, we 
should consider the connection between 
the Parah Adumah and the burning of the 
Talmud and commentaries:

Rashi frames the Parah Adumah atone-
ment for the cheit of the Egel haZahav, 
the Golden Calf. He does this by way of a 
mashal, a parable: the child of a servant 
soils the king’s palace. They say to the 
servant, ‘Let his mother come and clean 
up the mess!’ Similarly, let the Heifer, the 
mother, come and atone for the sin of the 
Calf.” 

At the Cheit haEgel, by forming an idol in 
the image of a calf, Klal Yisrael so-to-speak 
‘replaced’ Hashem, the Cause and Source of 
all life. Yet, the tikun for this great averah is 
not accomplished through addressing the 
‘calf’ directly, rather through addressing 
its source, its mother, the Parah. The Parah 
Adumah thus cleans up the childish mess 
of the Egel and reestablishes Hashem as the 
Source.

Perhaps the tikun for the trial and burning 
of the Talmud is not accomplished directly, 
through its study alone. Am Yisrael has 
never lacked serious students, engrossed 
in their studies. Perhaps the ‘source’ of the 
gezeirah is addressed when we consider 
the spiritual needs of others and strengthen 
them — even when it means sacrificing our 
own Torah study. In fact, the sacrifice of 
Torah study can paradoxically become its 

fulfilment: שביטולה של תורה זהו יסודה, “For the 
nullification of Torah is its establishment.” 
(Menachos, 99b)

Ramchal adds that the sacrifice and burn-
ing of the Parah Adumah achieved taharah, 
purity, atonement and a process of resto-
ration. Throughout our exile, since the 
destruction of the Beis haMikdash and with 
it the offering of the Parah Adumah, the 
Torah allows itself to be ‘burnt’, in a sense, 
for the sake of Klal Yisrael. The ‘sacrifice’ of 
Torah is now our kapparah, atonement, in 
place of the red heifer.

ֵזַרת אוַֹרְיָתא.  א גְּ זאת חוקת התורה, דָּ

This is the suprarational aspect of Torah: it 
is the decree against the Torah

The Shibolei haLeket, Rav Tzidkiyahu ben 
Avraham Anav, zt’l, cites a custom of fast-
ing on Erev Shabbos of Parshas Chukas 
to stimulate atonement (this is also codi-
fied by the Magen Avraham commentary 
on Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim). While 
we may not be among those who have 
adopted this noble custom, we are called 
upon to reflect on the destruction of our 
Temple and the generations of suffering 
and negative decrees rooted in sinas chi-
nam. We are called upon to create a tikun 
through ahavas chinam and increasing 
our dedication to others. 

On this week of Parshas Chukas may we 
consider: if the Torah itself is ‘willing’ to 
sacrifice itself for the sake of the Jewish 
People, what we are willing to sacrifice for 
Torah? What are we willing to sacrifice for 
each other? 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

הובלות אייל
בס״ד
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Moving Packing StorageMoving Packing Storage

053-7272-815
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Tour Ir David 
with a Tehillim in hand!

 with Tourguide Rivi Frankel

Combining the narratives of Sefer Shmuel and the poetry of Sefer 
Tehillim, with a focus on specific mizmorim, we will explore one of the 

most exciting and ever developing archaeological sites in Israel.

SUNDAY, JUNE 20, 10:00AM

STOPS INCLUDE:
The royal palace s Beit Hatzofeh lookout s Givati parking lot excavations 

s The southern wall excavations s Yad Avshalom

Meeting point: Entrance to Ir David
Cost:75 NIS member / 85 NIS non-member

Register at www.ouisrael.org/events/tehillimtour
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Chukat:  
The “Cost” of  
Life in Israel 

Never a man bestrode our planet of 
the caliber of Moshe Rabeinu- our 
greatest leader. This man, born of 

flesh and raised by an Egyptian mother, 
ultimately scaled the heavens and split the 
sea. He snatched the word of G-d from its 
celestial vault and gifted it to the chosen 
people. He fearlessly defied the greatest 
tyrant and brought an oppressive empire 
to its knees. He began his life as a foreign 
“ish Mitzri” but concluded it as an “ish 
Elokim”. 

Yet, for all his accomplishments and spiri-
tual feats, he was denied entry into the land 
of his dreams. He wistfully gazed upon its 
hills and valleys from a remote mountain 
perch. His feet would never tread upon the 
pathways of this land and his hands would 
never caress its stones. In one of the sad-
dest tragedies of the Torah he passes before 
arriving at the land of milk and honey. All 
because of the showdown at the rock. What 
was so criminal about his behavior to war-
rant such a severe and tragic sentence? 

The midrash points to the harsh language 
Moshe addresses the people with. Moshe 

RABBI MOSHE
TARAGIN Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

had hoped that a new generation, edi-
fied by a forty-year journey in the desert, 
would show more compliance and less 
complaining. You can imagine his frustra-
tion when the whining and protesting once 
again begins. He barks at them by dubbing 
them as “morim”. This label has multiple 
meanings-none of them complimentary. 
This term either refers to rebels, incorri-
gible people, or complainers. Either way, 
Moshe’s terminology is insulting to this 
new generation. By utilizing this language, 
he can no longer be their leader. 

Moshe’s entire career had been staked 
upon selfless commitment to the Jewish 
people. From the day he left the comfort 
of his Egyptian palace and witnessed a 
defenseless Jew suffering at the end of an 
Egyptian whip, Moshe was relentless in 
his dedication to his people. After the egel 
debacle Hashem made him an “offer you 
can’t refuse”; the current nation would be 
dismissed and a new one would be cho-
sen with Moshe as its founder. Unwilling 
to sacrifice his people, Moshe issues what 
amounts to an ultimatum: either forgive 
the Jews or Moshe, himself, would volun-
tarily recuse himself from the Torah and 
from history. This snapshot typifies forty 
years of selfless leadership. Currently a 
new and younger generation arose, one 
that he hadn’t shared the formative expe-
riences of Mitzrayim and Har Sinai with, 
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and one that he momentarily chided with 
an offending term. One “word” is all it 
took to sink his lifelong dream. Such is 
the heavy price of a righteous life. The 
greater the spiritual level the more deli-
cate; righteous lifestyles leave little margin 
for error. 

Dedication to your people comes at a cost. 
One of my Rabeim – Harav Binyamin 
Tabory z”l- noted that the parah adumah 
mystery contains a coded message about 
dedication to the Jewish people. One of 
the enigmatic aspects of this ceremony is 
that the official who performs the ritual- 
which removes tumah impurity from the 
‘subject’- himself becomes ritually impure 
and barred from the Mikdash. Basically, for 
one Jew to be ritually rejuvenated, a second 
Jew becomes ritually invalidated. It takes 
selflessness to overcome the impurity of 
death. Dedication to Jews comes at a cost. 
For one Jew to enter another must volun-
tarily absorb a religious “cost”.

Dedication to Jews certainly comes at a cost 
in the modern State of Israel. Life outside of 
the land of Israel exile doesn’t always come 
at a “cost” to personal religious standards. 
Of course, every Jew is responsible for 
every other Jew regardless of geography, 
but life in exile more easily allows for per-
sonal “ivory towers of piety”. Dedication to 
other Jews is often expressed at communal 
levels. Within a community of similarly 
religious people, the cost of “interaction” 
and engagement is often minimal. 

Life in Israel is very different. Aiming to 
breath religious spirit into our country, we 
frequently pay a heavy “price” regarding 

our own religious standards. If we want 
to live alongside Jews of different reli-
gious “stripes” we may be endangering 
our own religious standards. For exam-
ple, extending kashrut food nationwide 
may dilute kashrut standards. Likewise 
creating a “shemittah umbrella” to enable 
basic shemittah observance may entail 
adopting fragile halachik leniencies. Liv-
ing in Israeli society at large among the 
less-religious may challenge our own val-
ues and lifestyles. It is ironic – and to some 
confusing- that life in the holy land should 
potentially come at a cost to religious stan-
dards. Dedication to the Jewish people 
doesn’t always come free of charge. Are we 
selfless enough to pay that price? 

Exclusive
German Colony: 
Four room 
garden domicile 
with private entrance, 
domed ceiling, 
separate clinic/guest 
unit in pastoral setting. 
$1.5 million 

Exclusive
by Rehavia
Rooftop unit of four 
rooms, 96 sq m, 
elevator, parking and 
this panoramic view 
towards the Knesset  
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2.58 million NIS

Ein Kerem: Six room 1900 sq ft modernized Ottoman 
home with vaulted ceilings, conservatory + gorgeous 
garden! $1.6 million

bayitsheli@gmail.com
WWW.SHELLYLANDAU.COM
052-385-9944

Talbieh:  
Exquisite ten room 
residence, high 
ceilings, 4 exposures, 
private entrance,  
2600 sq ft, living  
space surrounded 
by gorgeous private 
garden and patio 
+ private parking

Pastoral by the Israel Museum
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Light and spacious, renovated 4.5 rooms, 2 full 
baths, 115 sq m, private entrance, large garden 
in use, first also top floor.  2.95 million NIS
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

In our sedra this week, Parshat Chukat, 
the Torah recalls the song of thanks 
that the Jewish People sang in appre-

ciation for the well which appeared in the 
dessert which supplied them with ample 
water to drink. 

ֱענּו־ ְבֵא֖ר  ֲעִל֥י  ַהּזֹ֑את  יָר֖ה  ֶאת־ַהשִּׁ ָרֵא֔ל  ִישְׂ ֣יר  ָישִׁ ָא֚ז  )יז( 

ְמחֵֹק֖ק  בִּ ָהָע֔ם  ְנִדיֵב֣י  רּ֙וָה֙  כָּ ִר֗ים  שָׂ ֲחָפרּ֣וָה  ֵא֞ר  בְּ )יח(  ּה׃  לָֽ

ה׃ נָֽ ֖ר ַמתָּ ְדבָּ ֲענָֹת֑ם ּוִממִּ ִמשְׁ בְּ

Then Yisrael sang this song- To the well, we 
called out! Well that the princes dug,that the 
noble ones excavated, carved out with their 
staffs, a gift from the wilderness...

Rashi, explains our verse-B’eer Chafaruha 
Sarim-Well that the princes dug-  to mean-
this is the well that Moshe and Ahron dug.

The Arizal suggested that the first letters of the 
first few words of our verse-B’eer Chafaruha 
Sarim, Karuha -spell out an acronym com-
prising the word B’Choshech-In darkness. 

The Yesod HaAvodah, the first Slonimer 
Rebbe z’ya, explains the words of the 
Arizal as teaching us a very important, 
and eternally relevant message. When a 
Jew experiences times of darkness, when 
we might be struggling to find joy or ful-
fillment in our Avodat Hashem, then we 
should emulate Moshe and Ahron  and 
“dig wells.” In times of despair or in 
times when we feel disconnected or unin-
spired, we should dig deep and delve into 
and immerse ourselves in limud torah, 
until we find and experience once again 
the life-giving water that is  the Torah 
HaKedosha.

May each of us be blessed with the strength 
and fortitude to “dig wells,” to find the 
spiritual sustenance we need through the 
proverbial waters of life inherent within 
the Torah HaKedosha. 

��������������������������������1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard 
of renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + 
guest bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, 
small machsan, asking 2,550,000 dollars

��
	���������������������������3 rooms, 65m, first 
floor, completely renovated, 3 air directions, 
beautiful balcony. Asking price: 2,750,000nis. 
Call Tami 050 5777712

Live Your Best Life.       
A short intervention
for  long-lasting change.                                

• Achieve your goals
• Self empowerment 
• Focus on your future
• Stop what's holding 
   you back

Ari Wruble
Life Coach & 
Motivational Speaker
050-8751574
Ariwruble@gmail.comAri Wruble

Life Coach
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Fruit and 
Issur Sefichin

There is a strict prohibition to con-
sume any produce that was planted 
or cultivated during the shem-

ita year. Our Sages added an additional 
decree that any produce that grew on its 
own during shemita is also prohibited, 
since people might cheat by planting, and 
then claim that these plants grew on their 
own. This decree is called issur sefichin, and 
applies to vegetables, grains, legumes and 
herbs. Sefichin that were either planted or 
grew on their own must be uprooted.

Fruit trees and bananas 

Fruit trees are not included in issur sefichin. 
Not only may fruit grown on trees during 
the shemita year be eaten, but according to 
many authorities (Ramban Shichachat Asin 
3), the consumption of such fruit is actually 
a positive mitzvah: eating produce that has 
the holiness of the shemita year (kedushat 
shevi’it). 

The reasoning for not including fruit trees 
in the issur sefichin is based on the logic of 
the decree. Our Sages were concerned with 
“cheaters” who would plant, harvest and 
consume crops during the shemita year. 
They would falsely claim that these plants 

were self-seeded, which according to Bibli-
cal law is permitted. Fruits generally do not 
have the same concern, as trees take a long 
time to grow until they produce fruit. As 
such, planting a tree during shemita would 
not have any short- term benefit, since the 
fruit would not be ready until after shem-
ita has passed (see Minchat Shlomo Shevi’it 
p.104). 

Later authorities discuss the status of 
bananas and certain other fruits regard-
ing issur sefichin. The consensus amongst 
poskim is that bananas are not included 
in the decree of sefichin. Rav Tzvi Pesach 
Frank (Kerem Tzion 11:1) writes that only 
plants that are replanted every year have 
the status of sefichin. Banana trees, how-
ever, remain in the ground for a number 
of years, and new branches sprout during 
the new season. Rav Shlomo Zalman Auer-
bach (Minchat Shlomo Tanina p.430) also 
concludes that bananas are not included 
in sefichin. Rav Auerbach adds that since 
bananas don’t give fruit during the first 
year of growth, but only in the second or 
third year, there is less concern of people 
planting during the shemita year. The same 
rule applies to papayas, pineapples and 
raspberries.  

Passion fruit

Passion fruit (passiflora) is included in 
the decree of sefichin. Passion fruit differs 

OU KASHRUT
PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

from bananas as the bush often gives fruit 
during the first year, which would raise the 
concern that one might plant and harvest 
during the shemita year (see Yechavei Daat 
4:52). Other poskim add that since there 
is no way to differentiate between a new 
passion fruit bush and a two or three-year-
old bush, they are included in issur sefichin 
(Yalkut Yosef Shevi’it p.499). Poskim men-
tion others types of plants that are similar 
in their development to passion fruit, such 
as strawberries, eggplant, and artichokes. 
All of which are considered sefichin (Kedu-
shat Ha’aretz 26:12).

Defining which plants fall under the decree 
of sefichin is important not only when pur-
chasing produce at the supermarket, but 
also for residential agriculture. As issur 
sefichin applies equally to private gardens, 
one should be well versed in these halachot 
to understand what produce may be con-
sumed during shemita. 

In summary

• Grains, legumes, and vegetables are 
included in issur sefichin and may 
not be consumed if they grew during 
shemita.

• Passion fruit, eggplant, artichoke, and 
strawberries are also included in issur 
sefichin as they produce fruit within 
a shorter time span after planting 
unlike other fruit trees. Therefore, they 
may not be consumed if they grew or 
sprouted on their own during shemita.

• Bananas, papayas and pineapple 
are not considered sefichin as they 
take much longer to produce fruit 
after planting. Therefore, it would be 
impossible for these fruit to have been 
planted during the shemita year as 
they are already yielding fruit. As such, 
they are permissible for consumption 
during shemita. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432

SHIUR SPONSORS
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is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
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at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Heaven’s 
Hester Panim

The mitzvah of Parah Adumah is 
widely acknowledged as the most 
mystifying mitzvah of the Torah. 

The Midrash goes so far as to say that the 
wisest of all men, King Solomon, was able 
to penetrate the meaning of every Torah 
command -  “but the explanation of the 
Parah Adumah has escaped my intensive 
investigation” (Bamidbar Rabbah 19:3).

Apparently, the enigma Parah Adumah 
relates specifically to its puzzling ritual. 
Moreover, the strange mingling of ashes 
and water, its bewildering effectiveness in 
removing ritual uncleanness, the contra-
dictory effect of simultaneously cleansing 
the defiled even as it contaminates those 
who are handling the watery ashes - makes 
this ritual supremely irrational.

In exquisite fashion, Rabbi Joseph B. 
Soloveitchik zt”l suggested a different 
viewpoint in explaining the mystifying 
character of this mitzvah. He posited that 
Parah Adumah’s perplexity is not found in 
its ritual per se but rather in the domain 
it represents. When is the ritual of the  
Parah Adumah employed? Only when 
one has come in contact with a corpse - 
when one confronts death. The real chok, 

or mystifying decree, is the issue of death 
itself. The reality of death is “an absur-
dity which undoes all of man’s rational 
planning, his dreams and his hopes. We 
wonder, why should the foremost of God’s 
creations have an awareness of his mor-
tality and, therefore, live in constant dread 
and distress in face of its inevitability?” 
(‘Man of Faith in the Modern World’, Bes-
din, p. 102). 

This idea is hinted to in the Torah itself: 
The chapter which introduces the Parah 
Adumah opens with the word Zot chukat 
haTorah, “this is the statute of the law.” 
What is this chukah? In verse 14, it is iden-
tified as zot hatorah, adam ki yamut, “this is 
the law, if a man dies.” The chok previously 
indicated is death itself, which is the ulti-
mate mystery of human existence.

In order to tease out the true meaning of 
Parah Adumah, the Rav raised a basic ques-
tion regarding it's location in this section 
of the Torah. It appears here sorely out of 
place. All other tumot (laws related to rit-
ual defilements) are grouped together in 
Vayikra. Furthermore, the law of Parah 
Adumah could have been placed in any 
of the parshiot dealing with the Mishkan 
in Shemot or Vayikra since the ritual laws 
were revealed to Moshe on the day that the 
Mishkan was erected (Talmud Gittin 60a; 
Rashi, Vayikra 8:34). Why then is Parah 
Adumah in the parsha of Chukat positioned 
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amongst unrelated subject matters? 

The Rav suggested that thematically Parah 
Adumah is positioned exceptionally well in 
this very spot. It is here that the mystery 
of death is the central theme. In a most 
memorable verse in the parsha we come 
upon an event that transpired in the forti-
eth year, after those who had experienced 
the Exodus died in the wilderness: “Then 
came the children of Israel, the whole con-
gregation, into the desert of Zin, in the first 
month; and the people abode in Kadesh, 
and Miriam died there,and was buried 
(Bamidbar 20:1).”  

Let us take careful note of what transpired 
in this verse. When, chronologically speak-
ing, did the debacle of Korach described 
in last week’s parsha take place? It was in 
the second year since leaving Egypt. And 
when did the death of Miriam - the topic 
that appears immediately following Parah 
Adumah in this week’s parsha - take place? 
In the 40th year. That means that from par-
shat Korach to parshat Chukat there is a 
gap of 38 years! What happened during 
those 38 years? The nation died. Around 
50,000 people every year. The Parah Adu-
mah bridges this 38 year gap. 

This long period of time, says the Rav, “was 
a dark and dreary night of loneliness when 
even Moshe lost contact with the Almighty. 
It was a silent, bleak period. The Midrash 
tells us that ‘Every Tish’ah be-Av they used 
to dig graves and spend the night there. On 
the morrow a voice announced, “Living 
separate themselves from the dead” (Eicha 
Rabbah, Petichta 33). Every Tish’ah be-Av 
many were ready to die in their graves. 
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Life was not different from death.” (Vision 
and Leadership p. 209). 

The ‘dark and dreary night’ that the Rav 
speaks of also relates to the tragic fact that 
the people did not understand God’s ways. 
They were perplexed and frightened. Their 
lives had become irrational and meaning-
less. The generation of the desert must 
have surely asked the painful question: 
“How was it that the people miraculously 
redeemed from Egypt were now digging 
their own graves and laying in a ditch wait-
ing for the end?”

“This is one of the most enigmatic, para-
doxical eras in history, a period dedicated 
to death and annihilation. It was a mute 
time. Man was completely separated from 
God. Not even the greatest of all men 
could communicate with Him. The whole 
community waited for the Almighty’s 
intervention and His redeeming grace…” 
(‘Vision and Leadership’ p. 210).

The Parah Adumah’s mystifying rituals 
symbolically personify man feeling bewil-
dered and confused. The mystery of the 
Parah Adumah epitomizes the incom-
pressibility of death and Heaven’s hester 
panim. “Death is a traumatic, defiling, and 
denigrating experience for all. ‘This is the 
Torah: when a man dies in a tent” is the 
proper motto for the untold story of the 
thirty-eight year sojourn.’” (Ibid. p 211).

Chukat: The Parsha of Death and A Deathly 
Decree

Parshat Chukat not only abounds in death, 
with the demise of Miriam and Aharon, 
but it records the enigmatic decree that 

054-723-3863  
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Moshe Rabbeinu would not lead the Jewish 
people into the land. This, too, is an incom-
prehensible chok. It is unintelligible why 
Moshe Rabbeinu, the dedicated leader, the 
constant defender of the Jewish people, is 
denied the fruits of his labor. And what 
about Aharon and Miriam? Why were 
they destined to spend forty years in the 
desert, only to be denied entry into Israel? 
Zot chukat haTorah, this is the enigmatic 
law of the Torah!

A Hidden Light in the Bewildering Ritual

While we can never fully comprehend the 
meaning of the parah adumah, the chok of 
death itself, the Torah, through this law, is 
expressing an incisive teaching in regard 
to how one copes when facing the crush-
ing blows of death and any trauma for that 
matter.

The Rav directs our attention to a unique 
feature employed in the actual ritual. 
During the Parah Adumah ritual the per-
son being treated for impurity is sprinkled 
by the kohen with the heifer’s ashes. This 
is out of the ordinary. Generally, impure 
people immerse themselves in a mikvah 
(tevilah) and this is sufficient in bringing 
about taharah (purity). However, when 
purifying from death the treatment comes 
from outside oneself. (Ha’zaah, sprinkling 
must be done by another individual to 
effecture purification). We can’t cope with 
death on our own. God assists us in deal-
ing with our brokenness and pain. God 
assures us that the soul will survive the 
demise of its physical form. We will live to 
see the death of death. Only God can com-
fort the mourner.  

FOR SALE

NEW CONSTRUCTION ON AZZA ST 
CLOSE TO LOCAL SHOPS AND CAFES
OPTIONS FOR VARIOUS SIZED APTS
SHABBAT ELEVATOR, WHEELCHAIR 

ACCESSIBLE, SUKKAH, PENTHOUSES WITH 
POOL

ENTRY SEPT 2023

 LUXURY APT IN CITY CENTER
IN THE NEVIIM COURT PROJECT

4.5 RMS, 120 M, 3RD FL WITH SHABBAT 
ELEVATOR, PRIVATE PARKING, STORAGE, 
BALCONY WITH VIEW TO THE MOUNT OF 

OLIVES, AREA FOR SUKKAH
NIS 4,450,000

Dov Shapiro 052.5533739 | Ilana Nelson 054.5341403
integrityrealestate.co.il
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In the 
Aftermath, 
Are We Totally 
Cleansed?

So, we are impure – and the Parah 
Adumah (the Red Heifer) cleanses 
us. The cow’s blood was sprinkled 

towards the Ohel Mo’ed, and the heifer 
burned to ashes. Add cedarwood, hyssop, 
and crimson thread into the burning fire; 
sprinkle again with pure spring water, and 
it is all over.

Thus, perhaps, with sacrifices: We err, and 
(possibly with remorse) bring a burnt offer-
ing or a sin offering – and then it is done! 
We are free of our iniquity, and life goes on. 
Perchance we mean to mend our ways and 
undertake, henceforth, only to do good in 
the service of Hashem.

In truth, it is not so simple. The Parah Adu-
mah was to cleanse an individual tainted 
by a corpse representing everything anath-
ema to the Torah’s teachings – for “You shall 
choose life!” That is why the narrative pro-
claims, “This is the decree of the Torah” and 
not the decree concerning the Red Heifer. 
The absence of purity, and the abandon-
ment of the holy to the mundane, oppose 
the essential intent of the Torah. Impurity 

(Tuma’ah) blocks the path to perfection and 
cleavage to Hakadosh Baruch Hu (Netivot 
Shalom).

So, we thought it was over! But no! Judg-
ing from Aharon’s experience of the Parah 
Adumah ceremony, we infer that he is still 
tainted by his pivotal part in the Sin of the 
Golden Calf. Indeed, the purification cer-
emony was to atone for that very sin, the 
cow’s red color denoting transgression. 
Aharon was not to participate in the ritual; 
it would be unfitting. 

The yoke-free Red Heifer symbolized the 
“yoke of loyalty’ to Hashem, discarded in 
that tragic episode. Additionally, just as the 
Golden Calf was burned totally, so was the 
heifer burned completely. The cedarwood, 
indicating haughtiness, contrasted with 
the lowly hyssop, was mixed with a thread 
dyed with worm’s blood, connoting sin and 
repentance (Rashi on Bemidbar 20: 2- 6).

If those symbols were to shake up Aharon 
after he was yet forgiven for his errant 
behavior, how much more so should we 
reflect on our past misdemeanors. We 
might then ask ourselves, in the aftermath 
of our “atonement” and “cleansing,” if we 
are ready to recognize the “reverberating 
wake-up calls” when they occur during our 
endless quest for purity and perfection.  

Shabbat Shalom!

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

DIVREI MENACHEM
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Rashi’s dichotomy is among the indications 
that the two reasons complement each 
other. In some cases, Chazal may have felt 
that one of the reasons did not apply but the 
other did. For example, people do not often 
suspect a large group of people of openly 
sinning (see Rosh Hashanah 24b). Regard-
ing a marit ayin prohibition on something 
that looks like bowing down to an idol 
(Avoda Zara 12a), it is unlikely someone 
would think it is permitted to do so. 

The Pri Chadash argues that 
we cannot make our own 
Rabbinical prohibitions

So when should we say marit ayin? If one 
thinks it is very likely his actions will be 
misunderstood, creating violations or cha-
shad, he should refrain from the action. 
However, what if there is only a modest 
chance? For such cases, we look to Chazal 
and poskim for guidance. Chazal forbade a 
few dozen cases due to marit ayin. Subse-
quently, it remains forbidden even when 
in a particular case the chance of mistake 
and/or chashad is small (e.g., one lives in 
a very religious, knowledgeable, and trust-
ing community). If the whole basis for the 
prohibition disappears, we generally sus-
pend the prohibition. For example, the 
gemara (Avoda Zara 20b) says that one 

The Logic 
Behind  
Marit Ayin
Question: I don’t see consistency in how 
marit ayin is applied. There are cases that 
are forbidden where the likelihood of mis-
take seems remote, while cases I view as 
more problematic are permitted. Can you 
explain why that is?

Answer: We will attempt a partial over-
view of the concept marit ayin, focusing 
on elements that help understand the phe-
nomenon that troubles you.

 The laws of marit [ha]ayin forbid “Reuven” 
from doing otherwise permitted action A 
when people may think he did the similar 
B, when B is forbidden. Marit ayin is based 
on two concerns: 1. People who know B is 
forbidden may suspect that Reuven sinned. 
One must avoid chashad (people believing 
he sinned), as the Torah says: “You shall be 
“clean” [in the eyes] of Hashem and Israel” 
(Bamidbar 32:22, as understood by mishna, 
Shekalim 3:2). 2. People will think that if 
Reuven did B, it must be permitted. Rashi 
in some places (including Keritut 21b) cites 
#1 as the reason and in others (including 
Avoda Zara 12a) cites #2. 
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The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

must not rent out his bathhouse to a non-
Jew to operate on Shabbat because usually 
a bathhouse’s workers were wage-earn-
ing employees (forbidden on Shabbat). 
However, in a society in which they are 
commonly profit-sharers, it is permitted 
(Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 243:2). A 
minority of poskim equate marit ayin more 
closely to other Rabbinic prohibitions in 
regard to the prohibition continuing after 
the reason no longer applies (Pleiti 12:2). 

There is a fundamental machloket, crucial 
to your question, as to whether post-Tal-
mudic poskim can create a marit ayin 
prohibition in the type of case in which 
Chazal likely would have. The Knesset 
Hagedola forbids using matza meal to coat 
food because it looks like it is made with 
flour (he knew of a case of incorrect “copy-
ing”). The Pri Chadash (OC 461:2) argues 
that we cannot make our own Rabbinical 
prohibitions (and that isolated mistakes 
cannot be avoided). 

We do find some post-Talmudic marit ayin 
prohibitions, but many of them follow a 
common construct. The gemara (Kritut 21b) 
forbids eating collected fish “blood” because 
it resembles forbidden (animal) blood. The 
Rashba (III:257) extends this concept (as 
opposed to creating a new marit ayin prohi-
bition) to not combining mother’s milk with 
meat. Poskim extend the idea of confusing 
types of food to not putting “almond milk” 

into meat (see Rama YD 87:3 and Shach ad 
loc. 6 about whether it applies to poultry, 
which is only “Rabbinic meat”). Regarding 
these extensions of a Talmudic marit ayin 
prohibition, we care about what is and is not 
confusing in our times/places. Therefore, 
Rav Ovadia Yosef (Yabia Omer VI, YD 8) says 
that synthetic milk is common enough for 
it not to be suspicious to serve it with cof-
fee after a meat meal; we do the same with 
pareve ice cream.

In summary, the main reason marit ayin is 
not always applied according to our logic is 
because we usually do so by comparison to 
Talmudic precedents and not just contem-
porary society. 

Eretz Hemdah has begun a participa-
tory Zoom class - "Behind the Scenes 
with the Vebbe Rebbe" - an analytical 
look at the sources, methodology, 
and considerations behind our rul-
ings, with Rav Daniel Mann. Contact  
info@eretzhemdah.org to join.
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Fertilization  
and Shemitah

The Mishnah (Shevi’it 2:2) states that 
it is permissible to fertilize until 
Rosh Hashanah, implying that it is 

forbidden to do so during shemitah. 

Most home gardens are not treated with 
manure as fertilizer during non-shemitah 
years. In such gardens, manure should 
certainly not be used during shemitah. 

In gardens where manure is generally 
used: manure is traditionally applied by 
spreading it over the soil, tilling it into the 
soil, or as a liquid applied through the 
irrigation system. Manure irrigation is 
also prohibited during shemitah (in most 
cases), even if the manure is introduced 
into the system before shemitah and irri-
gation is performed by a computer.

TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

In most cases, regular and appropriate 
fertilization before the shemitah year is 
sufficient, and obviates the need for fur-
ther fertilization during shemitah itself. 
This is especially true for slow-release 
fertilizers (SRF), controlled-release fertil-
izers (CRF), and other organic fertilizers 
that decompose slowly and provide plants 
with all of their nourishment needs for 
the entire year.

Note that most fertilizers on the market 
release nutrients over six months, but 
there are some that release over twelve 
months. While most deciduous trees 
are fertilized again in spring, if no addi-
tional fertilizer is applied in most areas 
in Israel, it will not damage the trees. 
Trees (especially deciduous) growing in 
light and sandy soils, and young trees in 
general, can be damaged considerably if 
they do not receive additional fertilizer. 

In special cases, when additional fer-
tilizer is needed, one may fertilize only 
when the garden’s appearance would 
otherwise be significantly compromised. 
For such cases, we recommend consult-
ing one of our agronomists prior to the 
shemitah year for guidelines on opti-
mal fertilization methods, available on 
our website: https://en.toraland.org.il/
beit-midrash/qa/ask-the-rabbi/; or call our 
hotline: 08-684-7325. 

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide, 

Starting at $40

sales@1unisim.com
Call 077-400-3199 or  

USA 718-715-0001
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New building in the heart of Rechavia, 
Hatibonim - 4 apartments left, high 
standard, 2 bedrooms (garden apt, 
Penthouse, mid apartment), 
starts from 2.6M nis
Dudu - 0723922735|+16466938200
Elroi, Old Katamon - Beautifully 
renovated, 110m, 5 rooms 
(4 bedrooms), 10th floor, amazing view of 
Jerusalem, 3 exposures, elevator, 
parking. 3.5 M NIS
Rachel - 0723922737 | +16466938200
Pele Yoetz, Yemin Moshe - 173m, private 
house, triplex, maximum privacy, 
beautiful view to the walls of Jerusalem. 
6 M NIS
David - 0723922736 | +16466938200 

Gov-Ari Estate.
46 Betzalel st, Jerusalem.
www.govariestate.com
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

In Case of Doubt

Last time we saw that there are var-
ious halachic opinions as to who is 
considered the mother in the case 

of an egg donation. We concluded with the 
opinion of Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach 
that there is no convincing source in the 
rabbinic literature to make this decision. 
Therefore, he was of the opinion that we 
need to be strict in both directions. For 
example, if the donor of the egg, the genetic 
mother, is not Jewish the child would need 
to be converted to Judaism due to our safek, 
our doubt, as to whether he is Jewish or 
not. On the other hand, if the birth mother 
is not Jewish the child would need to be 
converted due to the same doubt.

I know of a case in a large Beit Din that in 
the morning a woman came with a child 
born from a non-Jewish egg donor and the 
Beit Din converted the child. In the after-
noon, another woman came with a child 
born from her eggs but using a non-Jew-
ish gestational carrier. Again, the Beit Din 
converted the child. Logically one of these 
children did not need to be converted, but 
the Beit Din saw no contradiction between 
their actions in the morning and those in 
the same afternoon.

The conversion of the child solves the ques-
tion of whether or not they are Jewish. 

Since we cannot make a clear decision 
regarding the existing doubt the conver-
sion due to safek is the best alternative. 
Many poskim today follow this directive, 
and will convert such a child in order to 
overcome the uncertainty regarding their 
halachic status.  

But not everything can be solved by being 
strict in all cases. This relates to the ques-
tion that we posed a few weeks ago - the 
case of the fertilized egg. A couple have 
excess fertilized eggs left over from their 
own fertility treatment. They would like 
to sell them or donate them to another 
couple.

The problem in this case is that the genetic 
mother is married. This cannot be solved 
by a simple halachic solution. Such a case 
is much more complicated and the existing 
halachic debate regarding motherhood 
becomes more intricate due to the lack of 
an apparent solution.

One possible solution is to follow the 
poskim who were adamant that the birth 
mother is the mother. When the couple 
adopted the fertilized egg and it was placed 
inside the wife, she becomes the mother 
and the source of that egg is irrelevant to 
the halachic discussion.

But not everyone follows this opinion.

More on this next week. 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         53

MAXI B Xo
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בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space

Rare In Baka
Townhouse, about 
220m, pastoral, in a 
quiet side alley, private 
elevator, private 
entrance, terrace, 
storage room, parking
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סלח לנו אבינו כי 
חטאנו

כי  פשענו,  כי  מלכנו  חטאנו, מחל לנו  כי  אבינו  לנו  סלח 

מוחל וסולח אתה. ברוך אתה ה' חנון המרבה לסלוח.

Forgive us our Father, for we have sinned. 
Absolve us our King, for we have trans-
gressed. For You are a good and forgiving 
G-d.  Blessed are you G-d, who is gracious 
and forgives abundantly. 

In our third bracha of request, we ask 
Hashem to forgive us for all of our sins. This 
bracha comes right after our request for 
Teshuva, for help in returning to Hashem. 
Only once we are moving in the right 
direction and on a path to coming close 
to Hashem can we even begin to expect to 
have our sins forgiven.

We are all familiar with the process of 
Teshuva during Elul and the Yamim Nor-
aim. But most of us don’t spend a lot of time 
doing Teshuva throughout the year. We live 
our lives, we are all very busy and we don’t 
have time to sit and analyze our actions on 
a daily basis. But we see from this bracha 
that we are actually expected to do so every 
single day, in every single Shemoneh Esrei 
that we say.  

יקר בר   writes that when we daven to ר"י 

Hashem to forgive us for our sins, it’s not 
enough to just say those words. Hashem 
doesn’t grant forgiveness just because 
we’ve said the magic formula. We need 
to actually think about the specific sins 
that we’ve done in the past days, intend to 
change the situation, and then to ask for 
forgiveness for those specific sins. How 
do we go about doing this? Do we need to 
walk around with a pen and paper and take 
notes on how we’ve performed throughout 
the day?

Though it seems rather intense, the answer 
seems to be yes. Not necessarily with pen 
and paper, but yes, we should be doing 
some sort of daily Cheshbon haNefesh. 
We should take a few minutes each day, 
whether it be during our commute, as we 
drift off to sleep, or for a few seconds as we 
recite this bracha, to analyze our actions. 
We can’t be constantly beating ourselves 
up for the things we’ve done wrong. But if 
we don’t spend time thinking about what 
we’ve said or done on a consistent basis, 
how can we expect to ever really improve 
in those areas? A once-a-year month of 
focus on Teshuva is super important, but it 
can’t last or make a real difference without 
the constant upkeep throughout the year.

The Bracha of סלח לנו is a daily reminder 
to put in that energy, to take those import-
ant moments of introspection. We ask 
Hashem to forgive us for both our חטאים  

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative
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(our unintentional sins) and our פשעים (our 
intentional sins). Throughout the day, we 
slip and we make mistakes. We forget a 
bracha, listen to a bit of Lashon Hara, snap 
at a family member. But Hashem says to us 
– I’ll make you a deal. You put in the time to 
at least realize that you’ve made some mis-
takes and think how you might improve, 
and I’ll provide you with a clean slate! 
Not only will I forgive you (סלח לנו), I will 
actually completely erase those sins (מחל 
 The awesome combination of Hashem !(לנו
being the most loving Father in the entire 
world (אבינו) and the most powerful King in 
the universe (מלכינו), enables this Teshuva 
mechanism to work.

Does it mean we’ll never sin again? No! 
After all, we are only human. The בעל התניא 
writes that sometimes, it might feel embar-
rassing to keep coming back every single 
day and asking for forgiveness for the same 
sins as the day before. But we conclude – 
Hashem is חנון המרבה לסלוח, He is merciful 
and is abundantly forgiving. If we would 
come to a friend and ask for forgiveness for 
the same thing every single day and keep 
repeating the transgression, that would 
never work! At some point, he would lose 
patience and not want to hear our insin-
cere apologies. But Hashem is beyond time. 
When He hears us asking for forgiveness, it 
doesn’t matter what happened yesterday or 
what will happen tomorrow. As long as we 
sincerely feel remorse and want to be able 
to change, He will grant us complete סליחה 
 Let’s take advantage of this amazing .ומחילה
concept and put in those few moments of 
introspection – the returns on the invest-
ment will definitely pay off! 
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 

Continued next week... 02-625-2555 firstisrael.com

Special rates up to 75% LTV: 
30 year 3.85% 
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%
For well qualified borrowers

Purchase / Refinance Rates 
(Non-inflation linked)*
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RATES at 
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refinance 
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60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv 
*Rates are for quali�ed borrowers and are current as of    
 the printing of this advertisement but are subject to    
 change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and 
 are for illustrative purposes only.
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 PORTION FROM
 THE PORTION

BY RAKEL BERENBAUM
Contributor, Torah Tidbits

Storytelling

I am currently taking a course on inno-
vation. One of the things we learned 
is the importance of storytelling. We 

were told our “pitch” should include the 
“why” – the personal story behind our cre-
ative project. My project is a popup book 
for kids. Why? I grew up in a house with 
lots of books, lots of art and a father who 
was an engineer. Therefore I always loved 
those kinds of books that combine beau-
tiful artwork and humor with amazing 
paper engineering. I love them even more 
now when I am able to read them with my 
grandchildren and see their eyes light up 
with excitement. 

Aren’t the stories in all TED talks what 
make them so popular, and watched and 
shared so many times?

Just this week in the class I’m giving in 
English on Zoom on memory improvement 
at Herzog College, I also taught about 
using the story method for memory 
improvement. Taking a list that one wants 
to remember, and linking the objects in 
one’s mind into a creative (meaning silly) 
story, makes it easier to remember the list. 

A verse (10:2) in this week’s portion also 
talks about telling a story. “So that you 
may tell the story, in the ears of your son 

and son’s son of how I made a mockery 
of the Egyptians….”. Rabbi Weinreb in his 
book, “The Person in the Parasha” points 
out something fascinating that the Belzer 
Rebbe teaches on the verse. He says that 
Moshe’s own sons, Gershom and Eliezer, 
were left behind in Egypt when he went 
on God’s mission. They “missed out on 
the show” to say. They didn’t experience 
all the amazing miracles of the Exodus 
from Egypt and the splitting of the Reed 
Sea. The Belzer Rebbe asks why? He says 
that God wanted Moshe to model for us 
what parents must do for their children 
– tell them the story of the Exodus. The 
word “you” is singular in the verse – to 
refer to Moshe. God instructed him to tell 
the Exodus story to his sons who had not 
experienced it. Only one generation of 
Jews experienced the actual redemption 
from Egypt, but every generation is able to 
experience it virtually if their parents tell 
them the story.

For the Pesach events we don’t need to 
invent a story like in the memory technique 
I taught. The deliverance from Egypt is a 
well known epic filled with excitement, 
emotion and heritage. Each year as we 
gather around the Seder table, we have 
an obligation and opportunity to share 
the story that has been passed down from 
generation to generation and make it our 
own. Each generation is a link in the story, 

 PORTION FROM
 THE PORTION

BY RAKEL BERENBAUM
Contributor, Torah Tidbits

The Red Cow 
And Chukim

The portion begins with a detailed 
description of the laws of the red 
cow whose ashes are used to purify 

anyone who became ritually unclean from 
contact with a dead human body (Bamid-
bar 19:1-19).  It says “Zot Chukat HaTorah..
the following is declared to be the Torah’s 
decree”. The whole portion gets its name 
from the second word in this verse –Chu-
kat –decree. 

Rashi comments on these words saying 
– “Because Satan and the nations of the 
world taunt Israel, saying, “ What is this 
commandment, and what purpose does it 
have?” Therefore, the Torah uses the term 
“statute.” I have decreed it; You have no 
right to challenge it. — [Yoma 67b]. What 
exactly is Rashi teaching us? What does it 

mean that this commandment is a decree? 
Does it mean that the laws that God gave 
us are random without any specific reason 
behind them? 

Our sages discuss this issue of taamei ham-
itzvot – reasons for mitzvoth. The Torah 
differentiates between laws that are chukim 
-decrees and those that are mishpatim-laws 
(Vayikra 18:4). We are taught that chukim 
are Torah laws that the reason is hidden 
from us– the red cow being such an exam-
ple, while mishpatim are those where the 
reason is obvious like laws against stealing 
or murder. 

Thinking that we know the reason behind 
why God commanded a specific mitzvah 
with all its details can be dangerous. King 
Solomon thought he knew the reason for 
the mitzvah for kings not to have many 
wives. The verse says “He must not have 
many wives, so that they not make his heart 
go astray” ( Dvarim 17:17). He decided that 
the “reason” didn’t apply to him. He said 
having many wives wouldn’t make him 
stray, and he disregarded the command, 
he married many wives who actually did 
lead him to stray. So it is dangerous to think 
that we know the reasons behind God’s 
commandments.

We must be very careful and keep in our 
mind that the reasons are really beyond 
our grasp, and what we find as reasons 
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may just be our own hypothesis as to 
what God’s real reason is. We must always 
remember that the found reason isn’t the 
basis for keeping the mitzvah. If we are 
able to keep this in mind, searching for the 
reasons behind mitzvoth could increase 
our motivation and excitement for keeping 
each mitzvah. 

We find this attitude in the Sefer Hachi-
nuch, a book that goes through the whole 
Torah and lists the mitzvoth from each 
portion. For each mitzvah he includes a 
section called “misharshe hamitzvah-from 
the roots” which delves into the reasons 
behind the mitzvah. He is careful to label 
this section Msharshe hmitzvah – with the 
added letter mem pointing out that the list 
he brings for reasons for the mitzvah is just 

 
Everyone seems to agree that 
Rabbi Wein tells the best stories.  

Now, for the first time, you can read them, where and when you want! 
 

You are invited to a  

BOOK LAUNCH 
Wednesday evening June 30 at 8:30 
at Beit Knesset Hanasi OR on Zoom 

Lecture by  

RABBI BEREL WEIN 
            No charge. No entrance fee. 
       Rabbi Wein will autograph and personalize your book at the end of the lecture. 

For questions, zoom link to the lecture, or book order form, write or call 
     nachum@jewishdestiny.com  or 0544-54-36-18 

a partial list, meaning not necessarily the 
reason to keep the mitzvah.

The fact that there are chukim – mitz-
voth that we know that we don’t know or 
understand the reason for them, such as 
Para Aduma, the red cow, actually may 
help us to keep all mitzvoth. It will hum-
ble us to realize that we can’t understand 
everything, God is in charge and knows 
best, and even when a mitzvah that is not 
a chok is hard to understand we must keep 
them since God commanded them. “ ַמְר ־ּושְׁ

֣ר ֑ים ֲאשֶׁ ֣י ִה֤וא חְׇכַמְתֶכם֙ ּוִב֣יַנְתֶכ֔ם ְלֵעיֵנ֖י ָהַעמִּ ם֮ ַוֲעִשׂיֶתם֒ כִּ  תֶּ

ה ְוָאְמרּ֗ו ַר֚ק ַעם־ָחָכ֣ם ְוָנב֔וֹן ֣ים ָהֵא֔לֶּ ְמעּ֗ון ֵא֚ת כׇּל־ַהֻחקִּ  ִישְׁ

ה ַהזֶּֽ ד֖וֹל  ַהגָּ  And you shall keep [them] ”ַהּג֥וֹי 
and do [them], for that is your wisdom 
and your understanding in the eyes of the 
peoples, who will hear all these statutes 
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and say, “Only this great nation is a wise 
and understanding people. ” 

 RECIPE

Since this week’s portion begins with the 
laws of the red cow, it is fitting that this 
week’s recipe would include a piece of 
cow, and something red so here’s a beef 
and tomato, red cooking recipe. 

RED COW – BEEF AND  
TOMATO STIR-FRY

Marinade & sauce: 
450 g red meat ( Chuck roast-Tzlaot  or  
plate –boneless asado, sliced into small 
cubes) 1tablespoon cornstarch 
11/2 teaspoon oil 
¼ teaspoon salt 
2 tbsps. Ketchup 
2 tablespoon soy sauce 
1½ teaspoons sugar (or to taste) 
pepper (to taste) 
For the rest of the dish: 
2 tablespoons oil 
2 slices ginger 
1 clove garlic (finely minced) 
¼ cup shallot (sliced) 
1 scallion (cut into 2-inch pieces at an 

angle) 
4 to 5 large tomatoes (cut into wedges) 
1 tablespoon dry white wine 
1/2 tablespoon cornstarch (mixed with 1 
tablespoon water)

Marinate the meat with the cornstarch, 1 
teaspoon oil, and salt. Set aside for at least 
an hour. Combine the remaining sauce 
ingredients in a separate bowl. Set aside. 
Coat wok with a bit of oil and heat until just 
smoking. Add beef and sear for 1 minute 
until 80% cooked. Remove from the wok 
with juices. Set aside. Heat another table-
spoon of oil in the wok. Add the ginger 
slices, and caramelize for 10 seconds. Turn 
the heat up to high, and add the minced 
garlic, shallot, and the white portions of 
the scallion. Toss for 10 seconds. Add the 
tomato wedges around the wok and sear 
for 15 seconds. Add the wine, and stir-fry 
the mixture for another 10 seconds. Push 
everything to one side of the wok. Add the 
sauce base to the empty side of the wok. Stir 
until bubbling. Add the beef with juices. 
Stir fry on high till mixed well and sizzling 
(about 20 seconds). Try not to overcook the 
tomatoes. Toss in the remainder of the scal-
lions and add the cornstarch slurry a bit 
at a time to obtain the sauce thickness that 
you like.  Serve with rice.
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050-4455975www.talclean.co.il

ניקוי ספות
Sofa cleaningPolishing &

renewing of decks Carpet cleaningCleaning of
offices and Shuls

פוליש ניקוי מבנים ניקוי שטיחים

Summer, Rosh HaShana and Sukkot Hotels in Jerusalem
Kings - Mehadrin Rabbanut Jerusalem

Lev Yerushalayim - Mehadrin Rabbanut Jerusalem
and other hotels throughout the country...

CAN ALSO ORGANIZE FAMILY SMACHOT IN HOTELS
GROSSMAN TOURS: 052 6244733

Emek Refaim, for sale,
6r, terrace and parking

Hatibonim, for sale,
3r, garden and style

Gideon Hauzner,  for sale,
6r, garden ,terrace,parking

Ben Maimon, for sale,
3r, succah terrace

www.jerusalemimmobilier.com

Old Katamon , for sale 
6r, terrace, parking 

and storage

Ramban, for sale,
4r, patio, private

entrance
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Rabbi Michael Kahn
Co-Regional  
Director,  
NCSY Israel

Speaking To A Rock

We are taught in Parshat Chukat that 
Moshe Rabbeinu wasn’t allowed to enter 
Eretz Yisrael because he incorrectly hit a 
rock in which he was supposed to speak to 
in order to draw out water. Wait, because 
Moshe hit a rock, he could not enter Eretz 
Yisrael?! Was it really that big of a deal? 
At the end of the day did he not release 
the water that was supposed to come out 
of the rock? He found another way to 
accomplish the result, why such a harsh 
punishment?

Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch (1808-
1888) answers that hitting and speaking to 
the rock represents two different methods 
of relating to God. The method of hitting a 
rock is a very public and open miracle and 
disrupts the laws of nature, while speaking 
to the rock is very gentle and relaxed. The 
speaking to the rock represents the per-
sonal and intimate form of connection to 
God as expressed through Teffilah. 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

Hashem was asking Moshe to prepare 
Am Yisrael for a new form of life as they 
transition into Eretz Yisrael. The open mir-
acles of the desert such as the maan and 
the cloud of glory were no longer going 
to be present, life was going to take on a 
natural form and would require real effort 
to build up the land themselves and fight 
to conquer the land. The ways of the past 
were no longer applicable, and Moshe’s 
method of transmission needed to be 
handed off now to lead the nation in their 
new state. They would not have a direct 
line of nevuah with God as they did in the 
midbar. 

God would now be found behind the 
scenes, and we would need to reveal Him 
through our day-to-day efforts. As Am Yis-
rael now transitions to fulfill its purpose it 
must learn to stand on its own with a con-
tinuous conversation with God leading us. 

On July 21-22, NCSY Israel is embarking to 
raise $60,000 as part of the annual NCSY 
“Giving Day” campaign. Like Am Yisrael 
entering in Eretz Yisrael we too have needed 
to realize that it is within our power, and 
it is ultimately our responsibility to create 
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the spiritual reality necessary to grow. We 
invite you to join us and be part of our irre-
placeable work as we continue to move to 
new heights.

Eliel Johnson
12th Grade, Itamar
The Discovery of 
Soap

The Parsha of Chukat is concerned with 
(among other things) spiritual contamina-
tion and purification, which it addresses 
with its description of the Parah Adumah, 
the making and proper use of its ashes, and 
the sociological ramifications of improper 
implementation of purification proce-
dures. (Namely, expulsion).

As such, it raises many interesting philo-
sophical questions, and potentialities for 
correlations between metaphysical and 
physical definitions of purity, and serves 
as an example of the instances where the 
Torah clearly denotes Halachot that can 
be understood literally and implemented 
forthwith without the Meforshim’s other-
wise necessary annotative extrapolation.

One interesting question that arises in my 
mind is how literal is the contamination? 
We certainly maintain many countermea-
sures for physical contamination (such as 
catering guidelines to maintain the viabil-
ity of food on Shabbatonim, thus avoiding 
bacteria), and it seems unlikely to be a coin-
cidence that ash was traditionally used, 
and in some places still is, as a physical 
cleansing substance.

Another interesting point is that any-
one who comes into contact with the ash 

NCSY Israel is the premier organiza-
tion in Israel, dedicated to connect, 
inspire, empower, and help teen olim 
with "Klita" to the Land of Israel by 
encouraging passionate Judaism 
through Torah and Tradition. Find 
out more at israel.ncsy.org

- including those who made it - are rendered 
impure by it. The ash used for cleansing 
impurity. According to the Rambam, the 
ashes are a “primary source of impurity,” 
and yet when applied with water and hys-
sop to the impure, they purify. That’s a very 
enthralling idea. It’s almost as though it 
works like a double negative rather than a 
source of light to expel darkness, which is 
in fact, exactly how physical cleansers such 
as soap operate. 

Soap forms a chemical bridge and acts as 
mediator between the substances you wish 
to remove (oils and fats), and the water you 
wish to do it with, and all three are washed 
away.    

The truth is no one knows why the ashes 
work the way they do. It is said that King 
Solomon, the wisest of all men, understood 
the Torah in its entirety, except for the 
ashes of Parah Adumah.

“יהיו לרצון אמרי פי והגיון לבי לפניך ה׳ צורי וגואלי”

תהילם יט, טו

“May the sayings of my mouth and the med-
itations of my heart be acceptable before 
You, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.” 

רפואה שלמה
שלומית בת הרבנית חיה פערל
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Real Life Rescues 
Cyclist Suffers Cardiac Arrest Mid-
Ride and is Saved By Group Doctor 
and First Responders
On Monday morning just before 11:00 a.m., a group of pensioners was cycling on a bicycle trail 
through the woods near Alonim in the Galilee when all of a sudden, one of them, a man in his late 
60s suddenly lost consciousness and collapsed in the middle of the ride. Members of the group 
immediately called emergency services for help and sent one of the riders to the group to the nearest 
roadway, Highway 7513, to direct the first responders to their trail.

Yochai Alfassi was driving from his hometown of Rechasim to the school where he teaches in Migdal 
Ha’Emek when he received the alert from United Hatzalah’s Dispatch and Command Center notifying 
him that he was the closest responder to the emergency. Yochai, who is a veteran EMT with United 
Hatzalah, quickly pulled over to the side of the road and began searching the nearby woods for any 
sign of the riding group. After about a minute he saw a cyclist exit from a dirt path onto the roadway 
and Yochai signaled him to take him to the scene of the emergency. 

Among the group was a retired doctor, who was carrying a medical kit and defibrillator as per the 
protocol of the group’s organizers. The retired doctor had just finished attaching the defibrillator 
after a round of compressions when Yochai arrived and jumped in to assist. After another round 
of compressions, the defibrillator recommended shocking the collapsed man and the shock was 
administered. Just then another United Hatzalah volunteer EMT, Alon Gabay arrived and joined the 
effort. The team proceeded to administer CPR for nearly ten minutes before the mobile intensive 
care ambulance (MICU) showed up. By that point, the doctor had instructed to cease CPR as the 
patient’s pulse had returned. 

Together with the paramedics from the MICU, the pair of EMTs and the doctor made sure that the 
patient was stable and then loaded him onto the ambulance for quick transport to the hospital to 
receive further care.

“Surprisingly, this kind of thing happens fairly often,” Yochai said after the incident was over. “I do this 
drive almost every day and I often respond to emergencies that take place along the way. Sometimes 
it is car accidents, other times it is people who have fallen ill. This is the first person who suffered a 
cardiac arrest while cycling that I have ever treated. Whatever the emergency I am happy to help. 
I usually take two or three other teachers with me for the ride and they are very supportive of me 
stopping to help others. They know it happens fairly 
often and they always tell me to go, even if we have 
to drive in the opposite direction from our work, 
and even if it means that they will be late for class, 
it’s part of the price of our carpool, and they know 
this, because helping others, and responding to 
medical emergencies is part of who I am.” 

1221
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No need to make an appointment - Just show up and get tested!

[ Quick Results ]
• PCR Corona Tests up to 24 hours in the lab
• Serological Tests up to 36 hours in the lab

• Results available in English
• Home Tests can be booked

Coming Soon! New testing center in Ben Gurion Airport
 

 
Special service and prices available for groups in need of Serological Tests

(to be released from quarantine) and Corona Tests (to be allowed on flights)  

Serological Tests
249 NIS

Corona PCR Tests
269 NIS

Jerusalem
UH Headquarters 

2 Aholiav St.
Sunday-Thursday

9:00-21:00
Friday

9:00-13:00
Motzei Shabbat

Open 1 hour after shabbat
 ends until 00:00 

Bnei Brak
UH Headquarters 

9 Shlomo Hamelech St.
Sunday-Thursday

9:00-21:00
Friday
Closed

Motzei Shabbat
Closed

Beit Shemesh
UH Headquarters 

34 Yona Ben Amitai St.
Sunday-Thursday

9:00-21:00
Friday

 9:00-13:00
Motzei Shabbat

Open 1 hour after shabbat 
ends until 00:00 

I IGg level results
I Acceptable as proof for Misrad Habriut

I For Travel needs

For details, and home testing or group bookings

PCR@1221.org.il
+972.2.6220.482



Kinneret Capital (KC), a leading Israeli real-estate investment company,
is offering a unique model of investment in Israel’s real estate and tourism market:

vacation apartments for short term rental in the city of Tiberius,
overlooking the Kinneret.

FULL OWNERSHIP (TABU)MANAGEMENT SERVICES

Professional in-house
management company

For more information: Tel: 055-5634500
e-mail: Chanelnadlan@gmail.com

טבור הארץ
טבריה בע״מ

This project is supported by experienced 
construction company; Insurance 

Company; Legal offices etc.

YOU MAKE A PROFIT

The rent payments are 
transferred directly to your 
bank account each month.

יק
וט
ב

קין
ות

INVEST IN A HOTEL.
BUY A HOME .


