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Geulas Yisrael #7 
Korach, Chassidut 
and the State of 
Israel 

Korach was a roguish demagogue 
who fomented an angry mob 
against Moshe’s authority. Dema-

gogues typically spew ridiculous claims, 
baseless accusations and exaggerated 
truths in riling up their followers. For 
demagoguery to be successful however, it 
must contain at least a kernel of the truth 
or some accurate claims. Otherwise, it loses 
all its credibility- even in the eyes of the 
most ardent supporters. Among all of Kor-
ach’s nonsensical statements, one deeply 
resonates as true: “the entire nation is holy 
and is vested with Divine presence”. Of 
course, he manipulated this truth, demand-
ing in turn that every Jew serve jointly in 
the mishkan. His propaganda ignored the 
important concept of religious “specializa-
tion.” Every Jew is holy, but the mishkan 
requires very specific prerequisites which 
not every ordinary person can maintain. 

RABBI MOSHE
TARAGIN Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

Likewise, every commoner is holy, but 
only certain sainted people like Moshe can 
achieve prophecy and leadership. Nonethe-
less, there is a sample of truth to Korach’s 
basic claim. 

Thousands of years later, Korach’s message 
served as a cornerstone of the Chassidic 
revolution. In general, all human beings 
are created in the image of G-d and are 
imbued with Divine qualities such as free 
will, consciousness, emotions, intellect, 
and cognitive speech. Beyond these gifts 
delivered to every human being, Jews 
were endowed with unique national traits 
such as courage and defiance (am k’shei 
oref), ability to process supernatural infor-
mation such as prophecy, and enduring 
compassion. Emboldened with freedom 
of choice human beings can “take advan-
tage” of these traits or they can squander 
them. A sinful life wastes these talents and 
tarnishes our Divine image and our Jewish 
identity. 

Based on Kabbalistic ideas, Chassidut intro-
duced a bold new concept: Jews aren’t just 
crafted in the image of G-d; every Jew is 
imbued with a part of G-d Himself. The 
metaphor which captures this “Divine 
imbuing” is the description of Hashem 
“breathing” into Adam (Vayipach b’apav). 
Speaking streams air through our larynx, 
but respiration draws air from our “core”; 
by exhaling into Adam, Hashem instilled 
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In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm, 
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of 
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one 
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of 
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking $2,550,000
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a part of Himself into Adam and subse-
quently into every Jew.  

This Divine “infusion” yields an important 
principle- sometimes referred to as “segu-
lat yisrael.” Being vested with a part of the 
Divine essence, grants a Jew inalienable 
virtue. No matter how errant or deviant 
a Jew’s behavior, he remains inherently 
and intrinsically sacred. This was a radical 
concept in Jewish thought and a departure 
from previous views about non-religious 
Jews.  “Wayward Jews” who exhibited reli-
gious delinquency were now embraced 
because of their ‘teshuva potential’. As can-
didates for teshuva and for potential repair, 
even sinful Jews were incorporated into the 
Jewish community and the Jewish formula.

Chassidut asserted that even “before” 
turning their hearts back to G-d, and even 
“without” full halachic compliance, every 
Jew possessed latent sanctity. Any sins or 
transgressions were merely extrinsic. Sin 
can be likened to a glittering stone falling 
into dirt. The jewel hasn’t lost its basic 
glow, its shine is merely temporarily and 
externally concealed by the dirt. Chassidut 
identified the intrinsic and irremovable 
sanctity of every Jew, thereby creating a 
concept of Jewish inclusion. For various 
ideological and historical reasons Chas-
sidut has undergone dramatic changes 
since its inception nearly 370 years ago. 
Today’s Chassidut communities, are, by and 
large, far more insular than the images of a 
community articulated by the movement’s 
founders. However, the intellectual basis 
of Chassidut is still pivoted upon Korach’s 
legitimate claim about G-d resting within 
each Jew.  

The modern State of Israel has reimagined 
a new version of Korach’s claim. Life in 
Israel includes Jews who do not adhere, by 
and large, to the classic system of a hala-
cha. Yet every Jew in the State of Israel is a 
partner in crafting the final arc of Jewish 
history and in our return to our home-
land. The state provides a framework to 
incorporate Jews who no longer practice 
the rituals and ceremonies of halacha. As 
deeply religious Jews, we are certainly sad-
dened by Jews who deviate from halacha, 
and we certainly dream of a day in which 
every Jew will turn back to G-d and not 
only believe in Him but also obey His com-
mandments. However, until that day, we 
live in Israel together with millions of Jews 
who reflect Korach’s valid claim. 

Every Jew possesses latent sanctity. Sadly, 
historical pressures have expunged classic 
halachic behavior from so many. How-
ever, so many non-Orthodox Jews in Israel 
continue to demonstrate extraordinary 
commitment to our Land, our people and 
our history. This is a modern glimmer of 
the sanctity which every Jew possesses. 
We await a day in which this glimmer will 
become a more radiant glow. Until that day, 
a “glimmer” will have to do. 
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