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Our Parsha Named 

After a Rasha?

This week’s parsha is named after Kor-
ach, the Levi who made an argument and 
controversy against Moshe and Aharon. 
Korach is a Rasha, so why did we decide to 
name a parsha after him?

According to the Rebbe Me’Lubavitch, 
there is a lesson to be learnt from Korach. 

Korach wanted to grow and be more than 
he was, he had an ambition to become the 
Kohen Gadol, one of the highest spiritual 
levels a person can be at. The Rambam 
states that a person can try to be in their 
heart spiritually sanctified like the Levim 
and Kohanim in the Beit Hamikdash. Kor-
ach just wanted to be closer to Hashem and 
elevate himself spiritually.
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The problem lies in the way Korach car-
ried out his will. Even if you have a good 
ambition, it does not mean that you are 
allowed to create controversy and chal-
lenge authority. In doing so, Korach 
sinned and was therefore punished.

Maybe the Torah is teaching us that we 
named this Parsha after Korach to learn 
to look at every Jew with a positive eye. 
Our Sages say, “Oh, judge every person to 
the right.” Even an evil person who is in 
the abyss, you can find a positive point in 
him. Even though Korach did a bad thing 
we must “Ladun Lekaf Zechut”, as we see 
that all his kids turned out to be Tzadikim. 

Learn from the good in Korach to be 
ambitious, but to do it correctly. Shabbat 
shalom.
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Shamaim

In this week’s Parsha, Korach and his Eidah 
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have a “Machloket” (argument) with Moshe 
and Aharon. 

What was so special about this “Machloket” 
that it gets so much attention from the 
Torah?

According to Rashi and Onkelos, Korach’s 
interest isn’t just that he disagrees with 
Moshe and Aharon. Rather, Korach wanted 
to create a controversy specifically so it can 
cause conflict and quarrel.

If we dig deeper, we are able to see that 
according to the Mishna in Pirkei Avot, 
there are “Machlokot L’shem Shamayim” 
and “Machlakot that aren’t L’shem Sha-
mayim”. Korach’s Machloket was not 
L’shem Shamayim. 

Why is that?

 The reason according to the Maharal from 
Prague is because Korach wasn’t trying to 
cause controversy and disagreement with 
Moshe and Aharon rather he wanted to do 
it against Hashem. 

How do we see this? 

According to the Kli Yakar, Korach and his 
Eidah disagreed with Moshe about a tallit 
made all out of Techelet that according 
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to them should be patur from Tzizit. Sec-
ondly, they said that a mezuzah is a made 
up mitzvah. 

These two mitzvahs are the foundation 
of all the mitzvot. We make them a daily 
habit to show that we have a pure rever-
ence for God and observance of mitzvot. 
Tzizit is a symbol of the 613 mitzvot and 
the mezuzah is there so that a person kisses 
at his entrance and exit and engraves on 
his heart and expresses his strong desire 
to keep all his mitzvot.

Korach was against all that. That is why the 
Mishna says his Machloket was not L’shem 
Shamayim. 

May we be Zoche to only be in Machlokot 
L’shem Shamayim.

Shabbat shalom. 


