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This week's Torah Tidbits cover image!
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Meaning: It was special because it inspired gratitude  

for the wonders that we experience every day!
Special thanks to the all those that sent in photos! There were so many wonderful shots to choose from!

KIDDUSH LEVANA
• Earliest Kiddush Levana 3 Days after Molad: 4 Tammuz/ Sun. night June 13
• 7 Days after Molad: 8 Tammuz/ Thurs. night June 17
• Last Opportunity to say Kiddush Levana until: 15 Tammuz, Thurs. June 24, 
All night
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Parshat Korach always 
reminds me of the idea of a 
Bar Mitzvah parsha because 
it is my father’s Bar Mitzvah 
parsha. Each year, he would 

lein the parsha. I recall going to shul as a 
young boy and feeling proud of my father 
as he leined his Bar Mitzvah parsha on the 
anniversary of his Bar Mitzvah.

In my mind, the Shabbat of one’s Bar 
Mitzvah parsha serves as an annual 
remembrance of a boy’s Bar Mitzvah 
throughout his life. When we don tefillin 
for the first time, we associate that signifi-
cant mitzvah with our Bar Mitzvah, but as 
we wear our Tefillin every day it becomes 
routine for many of us and we don’t feel 
that magical moment of becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah when we daven with our tefil-
lin each day. Yet, when our Bar Mitzvah 
parsha comes along, it connects us to that 
special occasion in our lives year after year.

I find it beautiful that many shuls encour-
age their congregants to lein their Bar 
Mitzvah parsha in shul – even decades 
after they turned 13. There’s a special bond 
that’s created when a man leins his parsha 
in shul. He becomes more connected to the 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

people in his community, and to his Rav.

As many of you know, my first 6 kids are 
boys, and my wife and I had numerous 
discussions about the most meaningful 
way to mark their Bar Mitzvahs. Seeing 
that we B”H have a large family and we 
live in a community that does not have a 
hotel, youth hostel, or Yeshiva dormitory 
where guests can sleep for Shabbat, it was 
tempting to say that in order to accom-
modate our families maybe we should go 
away for the Shabbatot of their Bar Mitz-
vahs to a youth hostel/dormitory which 
could accommodate everyone. This is a 
convenient yet expensive solution. Each 
time this discussion came up, we made 
the conscious decision to stay home for 
their Bar Mitzvahs. We wanted our sons to 
have the opportunity to celebrate their Bar 
Mitzvah in our shul – connecting not only 
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu and the Torah, but 
leining for the congregation and forging a 
bond with our Rav and our community.

I must note, that we have such a special 
community that each time we hosted a 
Bar Mitzvah, friends of ours offered to go 
away that Shabbat to accommodate our 
relatives being able to join us. As we told 
each of these families, we would have 
loved to have them home to share in our 
smachot, but their hospitality reinforces 
the sense of community we try to impart 
to our children.

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 79,269
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These thoughts were going through my 
mind as I reflected on a second visit to Lod 
this past Sunday. I started by going to a 
different shul which we did not visit last 
week. Beit Knesset Ohel Yehuda was estab-
lished approximately 80 years ago. The Rav 
shared something beautiful with me. He 
told me that Yizkor on the holidays takes 
a very long time because the community 
recites the names of each of the deceased 
congregants from the Shul going as far 
back as the founding congregants. They 
divide the hundreds of names between the 
40 men that currently pray there, and the 
current members memorialize people that 
they have never met and have no connec-
tion to other than the fact that they share 
a shul. I found this to be incredibly touch-
ing, and it strengthened the notion of the 
unique role of one’s shul and one’s com-
munity. While we pray and hope for the 
rebuilding of the Beit Hamikdash speedily 
in our days, in the interim, our shuls serve 
as our Mikdash Me’at. Our shuls help con-
nect us to Hashem and our Judaism.

The Shuls and residents of Lod are in need 
of chizuk from the broader Jewish commu-
nity. I felt tremendous pride when I found 
out that last week’s OU staff visit to Lod 
resulted in a group of our OU Israel Makom 
Balev Youth Center 12th graders spending 
this past Shabbat at the Mechina which was 
burned in Lod. These youth heard about 
the situation in Lod and wanted to spend 
Shabbat there to help bring chizuk and 
energy to the young men learning in the 
Mechina. Because of this Shabbat, some of 
our 12th graders are even considering going 
to the Mechina in Lod next year before 

enlisting in the IDF.

What was so meaningful about this visit is 
that it showed the results of our labor of 
love with these youth over the past 7 years. 
This was a group of boys who started in 
Makom Balev in 6th grade. One of the goals 
of Makom Balev is to inculcate the value of 
Chesed, of helping others. We try to give 
this over through volunteering, visiting the 
elderly and sick, encouraging the youth to 
call their grandparents, and multiple other 
initiatives. Hearing that these graduat-
ing seniors wanted to end their 7 years in 
Makom Balev (they’ll stay involved through 
our Alumni Initiative) through a Shabbat 
in which they provide chizuk to others 
warmed my heart tremendously.

The phone calls, emails, messages, and 
donations which so many of you shared 
supporting the residents of Lod and other 
cities affected by the recent rioting and 
rocket fire warmed my heart tremendously 
as well. The Rabbanim and other commu-
nity leaders which I met with the past two 
weeks have all expressed how much this 
outpouring of love and support from Jews 
in Israel and all around the world is mak-
ing a difference.

Avi, 
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

Condolences to  
Yaacov Peterseil and family  

on the passing of  his mother

Esther Peterseil a"h
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of  
RCA Israel Region 

The story of the rebellion of Korach paral-
lels the story of the spies from last week.  
Both are a rejection of the Divine, albeit in 
the rough and tumble of human dynamics.  
In the sin of the spies, although G-d prom-
ised the land to us over and over - many 
times - the reality of the actual march gave 
the people cold feet. The sense of inade-
quacy, of weakness, of lack of confidence, 
of inferiority in the face of the nations of the 
land drove the people to demur. As if to say:  
we are inadequate even with G-d’s prom-
ises. Korach, on the other hand, suffers not 
from a sense of inadequacy but of inflated 
self image. His bloated self perception led 
him to challenge Moshe’s leadership, in 
spite of G-d’s repeated selection of Moshe.  

KI TEITZEI As if to say: I know better than the Divine 
who is the best to lead this people and it 
is me. The opposite self perceptions; the 
same conclusion. The stories of Bamid-
bar revolve around the reality of human 
nature; the challenge of fealty to the Divine 
amidst the myriad of human weaknesses.  
And a myriad of weaknesses there are.

1st Aliya (Bamidbar 16:1-13) Kor-
ach staged a rebellion against 
Moshe and Aharon with Datan 

and Aviram and On with 250 others. They 
claimed: we are all holy, why then are you 
above us? Moshe was distraught. He coun-
tered: G-d Himself will affirm who He 
chooses. Bring an incense offering and He 
will choose. He spoke to Korach: Why is it 
insufficient for you to serve as a Levi that 
you seek to be a Kohen as well? Moshe 
called for Datan and Aviram. They refused, 
saying: your leadership has failed, for you 
failed in bringing us to the land of Israel.

The rebellion is multi pronged. There is 
Korach. He seeks to be leader, either in 
place of Moshe or of the Kohen Gadol, to 
usurp Aharon. For we are all holy. Which is 
true. Datan and Aviram challenge Moshe’s 
leadership; Moshe has failed to lead them 
to the Promised land. Which is also true.  
But as in any rebellion, the criticisms are 
true, but half truths. We are all holy; but, 
please, G-d speaks to Moshe face to face.   
And true, Moshe is not going to lead them to 
the Promised land now; but they are going 
to get there. Oh, and what about leading 
them out of Egypt, leading to Mt. Sinai?  
The success of a leader lasts til nightfall; by 
morning, all’s forgotten. There is no mem-
ory when it comes to dissatisfaction; past 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

KORACH

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.
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success is old news. And, did we forget that 
it wasn’t Moshe’s fault but the spies’?

2nd Aliya (16:14-19) Moshe was 
angry. He said to G-d: Do not 
accept their offerings. I never 

took a thing from anyone. He turned to Kor-
ach: tomorrow, Aharon and you all shall 
offer incense on coals, each bringing the 
incense before G-d. They did so, gathering 
at the entrance to the Mishkan. G-d 
appeared to the entire group.

Leadership in the Torah is not self serving, 
but service of the people and of G-d. Moshe 
is insulted. He has had no personal gain.  
Those looking for leadership foist their 
ignoble intentions on others; when, in fact, 
Moshe is the most humble of all and with 
no personal motive.  

3rd Aliya (16:20-17:8) G-d warned 
Moshe and Aharon: stand clear 
for I am ready to destroy them. 

Moshe and Aharon objected: one sins and 
You are angry at them all? G-d instructed 
the people: stand clear. Datan and Aviram 
stood brazenly at their homes with their 
wives and children. Moshe: The following 
test will establish whether I am sent by G-d. 
If you all suffer a unique fate, swallowed 
into the earth, then it is clear that you have 
displeased G-d. The earth opened up, swal-
lowing they and theirs into the earth. A fire 
consumed the 250 incense bearers. Elazar, 
son of Aharon took the incense fire pans for 
they had become holy by use. He took these 
and used them for a plating of copper for 
the altar, so all will know that only Kohanim 
are to bring incense. The people com-
plained to Moshe and Aharon that they 
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discussing how to continue to operate the 
Zula when the teenagers aren’t always 
interested in compiling with corona 
guidelines, such as not properly wearing 
their masks. Due to Corona, the Zula is 
operating outside its usual location on 
Yaffo Street since we cannot be inside. 
The cold in Yerushalayim was frigid, and 
my hands remained in my pockets while 
I shuffled my body to try and stay warm. 
Yet, a few meters in front of me our Zula 
counselors were strumming their guitars 
and sitting calmly as they listened to the 
youth unburden themselves. They were 
seeing the potential in these kids and 
watering them with acceptance and love 
because they know that they will be the 
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish 
people. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 78,424
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were killing the nation. A cloud covered the 
Mishkan.

From the punishment, we see the sin.  
Desired leadership, high office, lording over 
others; their fate was to fall low, below the 
earth. The bearers of the incense intended 
high religious office; the fire of religious 
desire consumed them. Incense assumes a 
central role in this story. Moshe told all to 
bring incense. In the next aliya, during the 
plague, Aharon brought incense to arrest 
the plague. Why not some other offering, 
like a sacrifice? Incense symbolizes the 
ephemeral, the spiritual, the intangible.  
The Hebrew word for smell is reyach, akin 
to ruach, spirit. The word for breathing is 
noshem, related to neshama, soul. Incense 
is smoke, scent, wafting, intangible, like the 
soul. Man was created from the adama, the 
earth, with his neshama breathed into his 

nostrils. Moshe is indicating a powerful 
lesson of religious leadership: religious 
leadership, sought by the rebels, must 
be pure, lofty, holy, driven by purity of 
motive, not the earthy desires of power and 
influence.

4th Aliya (17:9-15) G-d wanted to 
destroy the people. Aharon 
avoided this calamity by bringing 

incense immediately, standing between the 
dead and alive.

The intent to destroy the people by G-d is a 
recurring theme. But it never happens. This 
is a crucial theme: what the people deserve 
is one thing. What they actually receive is 
another. G-d’s strict justice is tempered 
by mercy, by Moshe and Aharon’s efforts.  
Man may deserve destruction; but the 
power of G-d’s mercy mitigates the harsh-
ness of what we deserve. The Torah is the 
story of love of G-d for the Jewish people, 
suspending what we deserve out of love.

5th Aliya (17:16-24) Moshe said: 
Inscribe the name of each tribe 
on a staff, with Aharon’s name on 

the staff of Levi. The staff that sprouts is the 
one chosen. They were all placed in the 
Mishkan. Aharon’s sprouted.

The staff in the Torah is a symbol of power; 
Moshe’s staff was the vehicle of the plagues, 
defeating Paraoh through Divine Power.  
Aharon’s sprouted staff is a symbol of 
his Divine right to the power of religious 

לעילוי נשמת
In loving memory of  our beloved

sister, mother, aunt and grandmother
רנה תמר בת בן-ציון ואסתר ז"ל

 Rena Spigelman
Sheinfeld z"l

on her 15th yahrzeit ג' תמוז
Schorer, Spigelman, Sheinfeld families

and
לעילוי נשמת

In loving memory of  our father,
grandfather and great-grandfather
יוסף בן שמואל וגננדל ז"ל

Joseph Schorer z"l
on his 10th yahrzeit ה' בתמוז

Schorer, Shames, Apelbaum, Finkelman families
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leadership.

6th Aliya (17:25-18:20) G-d said: 
place Aharon’s staff as a com-
memoration of this. The people 

complained to Moshe that those that 
approach the Mishkan die. The Kohanim 
and Leviim are charged with protecting the 
sanctity of the Mishkan. While the Kohanim 
will serve at the altar, the Leviim will serve 
them and preserve the sanctity of the entire 
Mishkan. The Kohanim are to both safe-
guard and to enjoy the holy offerings. They 
are given portions of offerings to consume, 
though with strict holiness. Agriculture 
also has holy produce, gifts that are given 
to the Kohanim, eaten with strict holiness. 
First born animals are holy gifts to the 
Kohanim, offered as offerings with holi-
ness, consumed by the Kohanim; while first 
born humans are redeemed. The Kohanim 
are not to receive a portion of land in Israel; 
G-d is their portion.

The people complain that proximity to 
G-d is tough, life threatening. Moshe reas-
sures the people that the Kohanim and the 
Leviim will protect the holiness, ensuring 
that all is done in accord with the demands 
of the holiness of the Mishkan.  

7th Aliya (18:21-32) The Leviim 
also receive Maaser in lieu of a 
portion in the land. With 

Kohanim and Leviim responsible for the 
sanctity, calamities ought to be avoided. 
The Leviim are to give a portion of their 
Maaser to the Kohanim. The Maaser of the 
Leviim differs from the portions of the 
Kohen, as they do not have the holiness that 
requires them to be eaten in a specific place 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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and with purity. The Maaser is the property 
of the Levi, a benefit for public service.

As we have pointed out before, the por-
tions given to those doing the public 
service, the Kohanim and the Leviim are 
perfectly understandable. But the Torah 
is pointing out not only what they get, but 
what they don’t. Those in positions of reli-
gious power can easily use that position to 
extract wealth from a willing public. The 
Kohanim and Leviim are told what they are 
to receive, portions of offerings, meaning, 
this and no more. Not land, not gold and 
silver, not palaces. Food and food alone. 

HAFTORAH 
SAMUEL 11:14 - 12:22

The prophet Shmuel gathers together the 
Jewish people to install Shaul as King of 
Israel. During the course of his address to 
Bnei Yisrael he said to them, "Here I am; 
bear witness against me before G-d and 
before His anointed; whose ox did I take, 
or whose donkey did I take, or whom did I 

“Vayicach Korach… V’Datan V’Aviram” (Chapter 16, Pasuk 1)

Many ask on the grammar of the first word of the Parsha, when it is written “And Korach took… 

with Datan and Aviram and On ben Pelet”, why the singular form of “Vayikach (he took)” instead of 

in the plural form of “Vayikhu (they took)”? It should take notice that Korach took these other people 

with him. The plural form should have been used here just as it is used in the next Pasuk “Vayakumu 

lifnei Moshe” “And (they) rose in the face of Moshe”.

Rabbi Zvi Hirsch Kalisher (Poland 1800’s) answers that the use of the singular form of “took” is to 

reveal to us that the people, who sided with Korach in this rebellion against Moshe and Aharon, were 

not at all unified or united. Rather divided they were, each having their own personal aspirations 

and selfish egos that motivated them to argue with Moshe. “Vayikach” – Each one personally took to 

arguing for his own purpose. This division was the result of this evil plot. Shabbat Shalom 

rob; or whom did I oppress, or from whose 
hand did I take a bribe..." This echoes 
Moshes' statement in this week's Torah  
reading: "I have not taken a donkey from a 
single one of them, and I have not harmed 
a single one of them."

The nation then gathers at Gilgal for a sec-
ond coronation of King Shaul. The nation 
offers sacrifices and rejoices together. 
Shmuel then speaks to the people: he asks 
the people to testify that he never commit-
ted crimes against them and they confirm. 
He discusses how Hashem helped them 
every step of the way and then he rebukes 
them for wanting a flesh and blood king. 
He assures them that G-d will be with them 
if they follow in His ways, and reminds 
them of the consequences they will face if 
they do not follow G-d's word.

Shmuel cautions the Bnei Yisrael that their 
newly appointed king is not a replacement 
for God. He emphasizes that the people 
must continue to follow God and obey His 
commandments if they want themselves 
and their king to be successful. 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe
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9 mitzvot - 5 positives, 4 prohibitions 
Only 17 sedras have more mitzvot; 35 have fewer. Kor-
ach just makes it into the top third (tied with Ki Tisa)

MITZVOT

STATS

38th of the 54 sedras; 5th of 10 in Bamidbar 
Written on 184 lines (rank: 32nd) 
13 Parshiyot; 7 open and 6 closed 
95 p'sukim - rank: 39th 1409 words - rank: 36th 
5325 letters - ranks: 35th 
9th in Bamidbar in these 3 categories 
Above average in words & letters per pasuk. Korach is 
a short sedra (in a Book with many long sedras) with 
fairly long p'sukim (in a Book with lots of short-pasuk 
sedras) 

SHABBAT AFTERNOON PARSHA SHIUR 
with RABBI CHANOCH YERES will be 
held at the BACK GARDEN of the OU 

Israel Center Building at 5:00pm
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

The Secret of 
Remaining 
Correct

Very often, we think that if a per-
son is especially spiritual, he 
cannot possibly be very practi-

cal. It is as if religious devotion and good 
common sense just don’t go together.

My own experience has taught me 
that, on the contrary, some of the soundest 
advice I have ever received came from peo-
ple who spent most of their time in sacred 
practice, and who seemed, on the sur-
face, to be quite detached from everyday 
affairs. Indeed, it was an old pious Chas-
sid who encouraged me to embark upon 
my career as a psychologist, and it was a 
Chassidic Rebbe who, much later in my life, 
advised me to make a mid-career change 
and assume a rabbinic pulpit.

In my study of Jewish sources, I have 

encountered individuals who devoted their 
lives to very lofty ideals, but who had sage 
counsel to offer those who were engaged in 
much more worldly matters.

One such person was Rabbi Israel 
Salanter (November 3, 1810 - February 2, 
1883). Reb Yisrael, as he was known by 
his many disciples, founded the Mussar 
Movement, which endeavored to inspire 
the public to be more conscious of the eth-
ical components of our faith. Whereas his 
“curriculum” consisted of sacred writings, 
some of which bordered on the mystical, 
he used techniques which were extremely 
down to earth. Indeed, it seems clear that 
he was aware of the theories of psychology 
that were just beginning to be introduced 
during the latter half of the 19th century, 
when he began to spread his teachings.

Reb Yisrael had much sound advice to 
give, even to those who were not members 
of his movement, and one such piece of 
advice always struck me as being unusually 
insightful and very useful, even in quite 
mundane situations. This is what he said, 
with reference to someone who is involved 
in an argument with another:

“If you are right, make sure that you 
remain right.”

What he meant was that it is human 
nature that when a person is right and 
utterly convinced that his cause is just, he 
often goes to ridiculous extremes to justify 
his position—so much so that he goes on 

Dr. Moshe Gottlieb z"l
YAHRZEIT

will be held at the kever
on Har Hamenuchot, Har Tamir
on Friday, June 18th at 9:30am

A minyan is needed
The Gottlieb Family
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to say or do things which undermine his 
position. He says things he shouldn’t have 
said, attacks his enemies in an unseemly 
fashion, and further conducts himself in a 
manner which eventually proves to be his 
own undoing.

It is much better, suggested Reb Yisrael, 
to state your case succinctly and cogently, 
and leave it at that. It is even advisable to 
yield a bit to your opponent, losing a small 
battle or two, but winning the bigger war. 
It is best to remain relatively silent after 
expressing the essentials of your case and 
to realize that, in the end, “truth springs 
up from the earth, and justice looks down 
from heaven” (Psalms 85:12).

Knowing about his magisterial erudi-
tion, when I first came upon Reb Yisrael’s 
helpful admonition, I knew that he must 
have had sources in sacred Jewish texts for 
all that he said. Over the years, I have col-
lected quite a few citations in our literature 
that might have served as the basis for his 
words.

One such source occurs in our Torah 
portion this week, Parshat Korach (Num-
bers 16:1-18:32). I am indebted to a precious 
little book of Torah commentary, Zichron 
Meyer, by Rabbi Dov Meyer Rubman, of 
blessed memory, who was a pupil of a pupil 
of Rabbi Salanter, and who helped establish 
a yeshiva in Haifa.

The story is a familiar one. Korach rebels 
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against the authority of Moses and Aaron, 
and rallies two hundred and fifty “chiefs 
of Sanhedrin” to his cause.  The opening 
words of the story, “And Korach took him-
self…,” imply that, rather than expressing 
his complaint privately and respectfully to 
Moses, Korach chose to incite a crowd of 
others to publicly and brazenly protest.

Rabbi Rubman quotes from the collec-
tion known as Midrash Tanchuma:

“ ‘And Korach took…’ This bears out the 
verse, “A brother offended is more formi-
dable than a stronghold; such strife is like 
the bars of a fortress” (Proverbs 18:19). It 
refers to Korach, who disputed with Moses 
and rebelled, and descended from the pres-
tige he already had in hand.”

Korach, explains Rabbi Rubman, had 
some valid and persuasive arguments—so 
much so that he was able to gain the alle-
giance of two hundred and fifty “chiefs of 
Sanhedrin,” each of whom was a qualified 
judge. He was a “formidable stronghold.”

Had he addressed Moses and Aaron 
properly, those aspects of his complaint 
that had legitimacy would have been 
heard. They may have been able to find an 
appropriate leadership capacity in which 
he could serve. Was this not the case when 
others, such as those who were ritually 

unqualified to bring the Paschal offering, 
or the daughters of Zelafchad, approached 
Moses with their complaints? Did Moses, 
under Divine guidance, not find an ade-
quate solution to their complaints?

Initially, there was some merit to Kor-
ach’s dissatisfaction. In some sense, he was 
“right.” But he was not satisfied with that. 
He had to push forward, involve others, 
speak blasphemously, and enter into a full-
fledged revolt. He thus “descended from 
the prestige he had in hand.”

Had he heeded the very practical coun-
sel of Rabbi Salanter, “if you are right make 
sure you remain right,” his story would 
have turned out very differently. Instead of 
being one of the rogues of Jewish history, 
he may have become one of its heroes.

Here you have it. Rabbi Israel Salanter 
may have been considered a naïve luft-
mensch by his contemporaries, a man with 
his head in the clouds, whose words can be 
useful to even the most practical of men.

When we are convinced that we are 
right we tend to invest as much energy as 
we can to prove ourselves right. Reb Yis-
rael advises us to spare ourselves the effort 
and trust more in our convictions. If they 
are indeed warranted they will speak for 
themselves. 
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Servant 
Leadership

“You have gone too far! The whole com-
munity are holy, every one of them, 
and the Lord is with them. Why then 

do you set yourselves above God’s congre-
gation?” (Num. 16:3).

What exactly was wrong in what Korach 
and his motley band of fellow agitators 
said? We know that Korach was a dema-
gogue, not a democrat. He wanted power 
for himself, not for the people. We know 
also that the protestors were disingenuous. 
Each had their own reasons to feel resent-
ful toward Moses or Aaron or fate. Set these 
considerations aside for a moment and ask: 

was what they said true or false?

They were surely right to say, “All the con-
gregation are holy.” That, after all, is what 
God asked the people to be: a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation, meaning, a king-
dom all of whose members are (in some 
sense) priests, and a nation all of whose 
citizens are holy.1

They were equally right to say, “God is with 
them.” That was the point of the making 
of the Tabernacle: “Have them make My 
Sanctuary for Me, and I will dwell among 
them” (Ex. 25:8). Exodus ends with these 
words: “So the Cloud of the Lord was over 

1  Some suggest that their mistake was 
to say, “all the congregation are holy” 
(kulam kedoshim), instead of “all the 
congregation is holy” (kula kedoshah). The 
holiness of the congregation is collective 
rather than individual. Others say that they 
should have said, “is called on to be holy” 
rather than “is holy”. Holiness is a vocation, 
not a state.

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
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the Tabernacle by day, and fire was in the 
Cloud by night, in the sight of all the Isra-
elites during all their travels” (Ex. 40:38). 
The Divine Presence was visibly with the 
people wherever they went.

What was wrong was their last 
remark: “Why then do you set your-
selves above God’s congregation?” This was 
not a small mistake. It was a fundamental 
one. Moses represents the birth of a new 
kind of leadership. That is what Korach and 
his followers did not understand. Many of 
us do not understand it still.

The most famous buildings in the ancient 
world were the Mesopotamian ziggurats 
and Egyptian pyramids. These were more 
than just buildings. They were statements 
in stone of a hierarchical social order. They 
were wide at the base and narrow at the top. 
At the top was the King or Pharaoh – at the 
point, so it was believed, where heaven and 
earth met. Beneath was a series of elites, and 
beneath them the labouring masses.

This was believed to be not just one way of 
organising a society but the only way. The 
very universe was organised on this prin-
ciple, as was the rest of life. The sun ruled 
the heavens. The lion ruled the animal 
kingdom. The king ruled the nation. That 
is how it was in nature. That is how it must 
always be. Some are born to rule, others to 
be ruled.2

Judaism is a protest against this kind of 
hierarchy. Every human being, not just 
the king, is in the image and likeness of 
God. Therefore no one is entitled to rule 

2  Aristotle, Politics, Book 1, 1254a21-24.
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Moses is given this title eighteen times in 
Tanach. Only one other leader merits the 
same description: Joshua, who is described 
this way twice.

No less fascinating is the fact that only one 
person in the Torah is commanded to be 
humble, namely the King:

When he takes the throne of his kingdom, 
he is to write for himself on a scroll a copy 
of this law, taken from that of the Leviti-
cal Priests. It is to be with him, and he is to 
read it all the days of his life so that he may 
learn to revere the Lord his God and follow 
carefully all the words of this law and these 
decrees and not consider himself better than 
his fellow Israelites. (Deut. 17:18-20)

This is how Maimonides describes the 
proper conduct of a King:

Just as the Torah has granted him the great 
honour and obligated everyone to revere 
him, so too it has commanded him to be 
lowly and empty at heart, as it says: ‘My 
heart is a void within me’ (Pa. 109:22). Nor 
should he treat Israel with overbearing 
haughtiness, as it says, ‘he should not con-
sider himself better than his fellows’ (Deut. 
17:20).

He should be gracious and merciful to the 
small and the great, involving himself in 
their good and welfare. He should protect 
the honour of even the humblest of people.

When he speaks to the people as a commu-
nity, he should speak gently, as in ‘Listen 
my brothers and my people...’ (King David’s 
words in I Chronicles 28:2). Similarly, I 
Kings 12:7 states, ‘If today you will be a ser-
vant to these people...’

over any other without their assent. There 
is still a need for leadership, because with-
out a conductor an orchestra would lapse 
into discord. Without a captain a team 
might have brilliant players and yet not be 
a team. Without generals, an army would 
be a mob. Without government, a nation 
would lapse into anarchy. “In those days 
there was no King in Israel. Everyone did 
what was right in their own eyes” (Judges 
17:6, 21:25).

In a social order in which everyone has 
equal dignity in the eyes of Heaven, a 
leader does not stand above the people. 
They serve the people, and they serve 
God. The great symbol of biblical Israel, 
the menorah, is an inverted pyramid or 
ziggurat, broad at the top, narrow at the 
base. The greatest leader is therefore the 
most humble. “Moses was very humble, 
more so than anyone else on the face of the 
earth” (Num. 12:3).

The name given to this is servant leader-
ship,3 and its origin is in the Torah. The 
highest accolade given to Moses is that he 
was “the servant of the Lord” (Deut. 34:5). 

3  The well-known text on this theme is 
Robert K Greenleaf, Servant leadership: a 
journey into the nature of legitimate power 
and greatness, New York, Paulist Press, 
1977. Greenleaf does not, however, locate 
this idea in Torah. Hence it is important to 
see that it was born here, with Moses.

MAZAL TOV to  
Rosanne Polansky and family  

on the birth of her 1st great grandson
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Covenant and Conversation 5781 
is kindly supported by the Maurice 
Wohl Charitable Foundation in mem-
ory of Maurice and Vivienne Wohl 
z”l.These weekly teachings from 
Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of the ‘Cov-
enant & Conversation’ series on the 
weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.

He should always conduct himself with 
great humility. There is none greater than 
Moses, our teacher. Yet, he said: ‘What are 
we? Your complaints are not against us’ 
(Ex. 16:8). He should bear the nation’s dif-
ficulties, burdens, complaints and anger as 
a nurse carries an infant.4

The same applies to all positions of lead-
ership. Maimonides lists among those who 
have no share in the world to come, some-
one who “imposes a rule of fear on the 
community, not for the sake of Heaven.” 
Such a person “rules over a community 
by force, so that people are greatly afraid 
and terrified of him,” doing so “for his own 
glory and personal interests.” Maimon-
ides adds to this last phrase: “like heathen 
kings.”5 The polemical intent is clear. It is 
not that no one behaves this way. It is that 
this is not a Jewish way to behave.

When Rabban Gamliel acted in what his 
colleagues saw as a high-handed manner, 
he was deposed as Nasi, head of the com-
munity, until he acknowledged his fault 
and apologised.6 Rabban Gamliel learned 

4  Hilchot Melachim 2:6.
5  Hilchot Teshuvah 3:13.
6  Brachot 27b.

הובלות אייל
בס״ד

www.premiummoving.co.il

Moving Packing StorageMoving Packing Storage

053-7272-815

the lesson. He later said to two people who 
declined his offer to accept positions of 
leadership: ‘Do you think I am giving you 
a position of honour [serarah]? I am giving 
you the chance to serve [avdut].”7 As Martin 
Luther King once said “Everybody can be 
great...because anybody can serve.”8

C. S. Lewis rightly defined humility not 
as thinking less of yourself but as thinking of 
yourself less. The great leaders respect oth-
ers. They honour them, lift them, inspire 
them to reach heights they might never 
have done otherwise. They are motivated 
by ideals, not by personal ambition. They 
do not succumb to the arrogance of power.

Sometimes the worst mistakes we make are 
when we project our feelings onto others. 
Korach was an ambitious man, so he saw 
Moses and Aaron as two people driven by 
ambition, “setting themselves above God’s 
congregation.” He did not understand that 
in Judaism to lead is to serve. Those who 
serve do not lift themselves high. They 
lift other people high.  

7  Horayot 10a-b.
8  Martin Luther King Jr., Nobel Prize 
Acceptance Speech (Oslo, Norway, Decem-
ber 10, 1964).
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Post-Corona housing Shortage? 
We have the largest collection of exclusive properties 
in all of Jerusalem. Visit our website, and one of our 

30+ agents will be happy to show you around the best 
properties in the city www.remaxjerusalem.com  

 

 
Giladi 1 - arnona 

Rare penthouse. Great location in green 
Arnona,. 7 rooms, 178 sqm on one level. 

Small building with only 3 apartments. 
Balcony , parking. 4,500,000NIS. 

Orli Raz 050-724-3735 
  

 
Gershon Avner 6- Armon Hanetziv 

Spacious apartment, great interior planning 
4 rooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 full showers. 
Balcony off living room  Master suite, 

Parking, Elevator NIS 2,500,000  
Orli Raz 050-724-3735 

 
Shalem Tower, Jaffa St.- Center of Town 
Luxurious project with pool. 3 room apt, 2 

bedrooms, 110 sqm. Apartment located on 
the 10th floor with Shabbat elevator facing 

South East. NIS 3,960,000  
Ariyel Maresky- 050-3699988 

 

 

 
Haassara St.- French Hill  Renovated  
Great for investment. Renovated 3 room 

apartment Handicap accessible. Under floor 
heating, A/C, well lit, parking: great location.  

Only 1,620,000 NIS  
Nelly – 052-476-4356 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Klauzner st.- Arnona 

An amazing spaciuos apartment 129 on 
One floor small building 3rd floor no 

elevator, 60m balcony,12 m storage parking 
spot, Needs renovation. NIS 3,350,000  

Orli Raz 050-724-3735 
 

 

 

 
Palmach, Old katamon 

 Luxurious cottage for rent/sale, renovated 
to the highest standard. 6 rooms, 4.5 beds. 
Large succah balconies. Private parking.  
Rent: NIS 22,000. Sale: NIS 9,950,000  

Alyssa Friedland  054-668-4111 

 
Ein Gedi 3, Arnona  

Perfect location. 4 rooms, 105 sqm.  
3rd (top) floor + Elevator. Light and airy. 

Spacious. Additional rental unit with income 
Asking price: NIS 2,880,000  

Orli Raz 050-724-3735 
 

 
Ha'Ayin chet- Musrara   

One of a kind Arab style garden apartment 
7 rooms. 176 Sqm, 120 sqm garden. Private 

entrance, Accessible. Arched windows.  
High ceilings and Cistern. NIS 5,700,000  

Nelly – 052-476-4356 
050-724-3735 

 
Ha'Nassi Ha'Shishi- Mishkenot Ha'uma, 
Beautifully designed, spacious 2 room apt, 

62 sqm, large balcony,2x parking,+ 
storage. Handicap accessible, Shabbat 

elevator. Sold fully furnished NIS 2,250,000 
Orna Even- 054-621-6069 
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This week’s haftarah requires no 
deep analysis to understand our 
Rabbis’ choice of the eleventh and 

twelfth chapters of Shmuel Aleph for 
today’s haftarah.  The rebellion of Korach 
and his followers against the leadership of 
Moshe and Aharon read in today’s parasha 
was not simply a denial of Hashem’s choice 
but also a reflection of a blindness to His 
guiding hand and His ongoing miracles. 
The rebels' refusal to recognize the divine 
choice of Moshe would also mean a denial 
of the divine hand in the miracles Moshe 
had performed. 

In today’s haftarah we read of the people’s 
request for a king to replace Shmuel 
HaNavi, a request that G-d Himself states, 
is a rejection of His leadership.  The two 
stories, that of the parasha and that of the 
haftarah, underscore the parallels between 
the two stories in the very language that 
is used.  Moshe proclaims his innocence 
before Hashem with the argument “Lo 
chamor echad me’hem nasati” (“I have not 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

taken even one donkey from them”) while 
Shmuel asks the people: “…vachamor mi 
lakachti…” (“…and whose donkey have 
I ever taken…?”). Shmuel reviews the 
kindnesses G-d had done for the nation by 
beginning: “Hashem, who made Moshe and 
Aharon (your leaders)” a phrase implying 
that G-d chose Shmuel to be their leader 
as well.  Nor should we ignore the irony 
of the haftarah story in which Shmuel, a 
direct descendant of Korach himself, is now 
forced to defend his actions as the nation’s 
leader just as Moshe was forced to defend 
his leadership from the accusations of his 
own ancestor. 

But we would be remiss were we to see 
these two stories as perfect parallels, for 
there is an essential difference between 
the two stories.  The Israelites of Shmuel’s 
time had no intention of rebelling against 
Shmuel’s leadership or questioning his 
being chosen by G-d.  They accepted 
Shmuel as their prophet, their “religious” 
guide, indeed they loved him, but they 
desired a king to serve as military/political 
leader.  As they saw it, they were fulfilling 
a mitzvah given in the Torah: “You shall 
certainly place a king over you”, one of 
the three commandments required upon 

MAZAL TOV to 
Baruch & Edna Leiman and family 

on the marriage of their son
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settling the land, according to the Rambam. 

The nation’s mistake, I would suggest, is 
that they believed that the king would “fight 
our battles,” implying that victory would 
depend upon the monarch and not upon 
G-d Himself. This is why Hashem comforts 
Shmuel by telling him that the people 
had rejected Him, the Al-mighty, and not 
Shmuel. The gravity of their sin is that it 
reflected their blindness to the miraculous 
victories Hashem had wrought against 
their enemies, including the victory over 
the Plishtim that He had just vanquished. In 
doing so, the nation repeated the very same 
sin committed by Korach and his followers, 
a blindness to the miracles performed by 
G-d through His chosen leaders.

Ingratitude is more than a refusal to pay 
thanks. It is a selfishness that refuses to 
allow one to recognize an act of generosity 
and care.

And that was shared by both Korach’s 
followers and the nation of Shmuel. 

Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish His-
tory lectures can be viewed by visiting 
the OU Israel Video archive: https://
www.ouisrael.org/video-library

054-723-3863  

For information on magni�cent stand alone homes in 
German Colony, Baka and Old Katamon.

Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863  

 

 

 Old Katamon/San Simon

Newly renovated 145 sqm apartment on one �oor, 
shabbat elevator, registered parking and storage. 
Price 4,600,000 NIS.

New project  4, 5,  6 rooms available. Underground 
parking, shabbat elevator and storage. Starting 
prices at 3,800,000 NIS- larger apts -6,000,000 NIS.

Brand New Luxury Penthouse, 120 sqm on one �oor 
with a 130 sqm terrace. Call for more info.

Baka
Charming, authentic Jerusalem stone garden apt for 
sale: 225 sqm on two �oors, plus 223 sqm registered 
garden plus 2 parking spots. Call more info.

Magical garden apartment, 229 sqm built space, 
300 sqm registered garden in the heart of Baka. Call 
for more info.

New duplex penthouse, 140 sqm  with two sukka 
terraces only 4,500,000 NIS!!!

Mekor Haim
Quadra garden apartment,107 sqm duplex with 20 
sqm garden , registered parking - pool and gym for 
residences. 3,700,000 NIS.

Jerusalem Theatron Residences: 140 sqm - 300 
sqm  apartments available for sale now!!!  Call 
more info.

Beautiful apartment in Talbiya, 150 sqm, one �oor. 
High end �nishes, underground parking. 
Shabbat elevator, Sukkah terrace.  7,900,000 NIS.

German Colony
100 sqm apt in a new project ready in 2 years. 50 
sqm registered garden, parking. 4,500,000 NIS.

160 sqm on one �oor, 2nd �oor in small luxury 
building. Large sukka terrace. Parking, shabbat 
elevator, views, lots of light.  8,500,000 NIS.

New luxury project. 3 & 4 room apartments, storage 
underground parking, starting at 3,000,000 NIS.

Talbiya

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.   
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com 

  Tel: 054-723-3863  ·  etamorrisrealty.co.il

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Path to a 
Positive 
Impact

In this week’s parsha we encounter 
Korach challenging Moshe’s lead-
ership. Korach does not act alone, 

rather he seeks to convince others to join 
him in his endeavor. Moshe, threatened by 
the very individuals whose lives he saved, 
realizes that only Hashem can defend the 
authenticity of Moshe’s authority. Moshe’s 
humbleness enables him to refrain from 
getting dragged into a machlokes (dispute) 
and he quietly removes himself from the 
camp.  Moshe could have easily reprimand-
ed the rebellious individuals for their lack 
of gratitude for all he has done and sacri-
ficed on their behalf and this is the way they 
express their gratitude – by challenging his 
authority? Yet, Moshe remained silent.  

God then determines to not only punish 
the rebels but to do so in a manner that 
would clearly portray that it was an act of 
God, thereby convincing the nation that 
Moshe is indeed the selected leader of the 
nation. 

A miraculous event occurs – the earth 
opens and Korach along with 250 rebels 
are swallowed alive.  One would have 
thought that witnessing this extraordinary 
event would be de facto evidence of God’s 
defense of Moshe. Yet, following this ground 
-breaking event (literally), the people turn 
to Moshe and accuse him and Aharon: “You 
have killed the people of God.” (Bamidbar 
17:6).  Upset by their response, God inflicts 
the nation with a plague – killing 14,000, 
which later subsides only after Aharon sac-
rifices the Ketores (incense).  

Again, one would have thought that 
this sequence of events – a plague and 
miraculous ending of the plague, would 
have proven that Moshe and Aharon 
were selected by Hashem and the rebels 
were punished by the hand of God. Yet, 
one additional step is required. The nasi 
of each tribe had to bring their staff along 
with Aharon’s staff and the nation was told 
that they will be given a sign as to whom 

Zoom / Phone Interviews 
jerusalemshadchan613@gmail.com

058.328.2283  

  Experienced . Respectful 
 Confidential

Shadchan
for SinglES 30+ The learning on Wednesday, June 9th, כ”ט סיון  

has been sponsored in honor of the Shloshim of
Irving J. Abramowitz z”l

יצחק יוסף בן יהושע מנחם מנדל ז”ל
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is chosen by God to serve in the mishkan. 
Only after Aharon’s staff blossoms, bearing 
forth almonds, did the nation understand 
that act as a confirmation that Moshe and 
Aharon’s authority was in fact directed by 
Hashem.  This was so significant that the 
staff that blossomed was then stored in 
the Aron for safekeeping as evidence for 
eternity. 

Why were three stages required? Why 
was it not enough for the people to wit-
ness the earth swallowing Korach and his 
rebels, or the plague and its abrupt ending 
with Aharon’s offering of the Ketores? Why 
was it only following the blossoming of the 
almonds on Aharon’s staff that the nation 
was convinced of the authenticity of Moshe 
and Aharon’s authority? 

Rav Pelkowitz in “Torah Talk” explains 
as follows. Miracles rarely have a lasting 
impact. They may capture the attention 
of the people and arouse man’s marvel 
momentarily. However, miracles do not 
captivate the heart. Divine punishment 
does not create conviction in one’s heart 
or mind. As the navi Zecharia stated (4:6): 
“Not by military force and not by physical 
strength, but by My spirit…”

That is why the earth swallowing 
Korach and the plague inflicting the people 
did not convince the nation of Moshe and 
Aharon’s authority.  A positive, “fruitful” 
act, the blossoming of Aharon’s staff, is 
what eventually convinced the people 
of the legitimacy of Moshe and Aharon’s 
authority. That is why we never instituted 
any remembrance of the awesome miracle 
of the earth opening its mouth to swallow 
the rebels. We did, however, set aside 
Aharon’s staff limishmeres - for safekeeping 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 101m, renovated, 
master bedroom, Safe room, sukkah balcony, view, 
parking, Shabbat elevator, 3,400,000 NIS
Kiryat Shmuel: 4-room apartment, 95m, sukkah balcony, 
overwhelming panoramic view, Shabbat elevator, private 
parking, 3,290,000 NIS 
Rechavia: 5-room apartment, 130m, balconies,  
4 exposures, elevator, small and quiet building 4,950,000 NIS
Old Katamon: A unique 5-room Arab house, renovated to 
a very high standard, spacious, large sukkah balcony, high 
ceilings, covered parking, private entrance.
Kiryat Moshe: Rare 5-room apartment, 130m, 3 large 
sukkah balconies, 100m roof with building rights, private 
parking, large storage, 4,950,000 NIS
Rasko: 3.5 rooms, 82m, beautifully renovated, very bright, 
master bedroom, balcony, walk in closet, parking, elevator, 
large storage + window, 2,650,000 NIS
Givat Mordechai: 3&4-room apartments, renovated, 
bright, elevator, parking, storage, 1,690,000/2,250,000 NIS
Old Katamon, Baka, Rasko & Arnona: 2-6 room 
apartments & well-designed penthouses in new projects!! 
high specifications, wide balconies, view, parking, 
elevator, storage

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

Meir
Golan

www.golan-realestate.net

(Bamidbar 17:25), in the Aron to preserve 
the lesson of positive growth and produc-
tivity fresh and meaningful forever in the 
conscience of Am Yisrael.  

This is a lesson for us to internalize. 
When confronted with rebellion by our 
fellow Jews, who are less affiliated, threats 
of divine punishment will have little impact 
on them. Attention, however, is paid and 
admiration (albeit begrudgingly), is evoked 
when the Torah community builds institu-
tions, educates a generation and establishes 
homes and families that live lives based 
on Torah values, which are productive, 
decent and serve as models for society in 
general.  Let’s use the “constructive” rather 
than threatening approach to be able to 
influence others by serving as a positive 
example for those around us to mimic and 
from which to blossom. 
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Awareness 
Amidst the 
Abyss

Shofar blowing is one of the most 
intense spiritual moments of the entire 
year. In preparation for this elevated 

moment, chazal instituted the recitation of 
Tehillim chapter 47, “Lamenatzeach livnei 
Korach mizmor”. Who were these sons of 
Korach? Why is it fitting to be reminded of 
them at this time and what message do they 
teach us that is applicable to tekiat shofar?

“Benei Korach lo maisu”, the children 
of Korach did not die (Bamidbar 26;11). 
Rashi explains that originally, they were 
part of the rebellion against Moshe Rabbe-
inu and thus were also swallowed by the 
ground with Korach and his following. It 
was only upon reaching the lowest level of 

Gehenom that they had thoughts of teshu-
vah and were granted an island of asylum 
to be saved from eternal extinction.  The 
Saba of Slabodka further points out that 
it was only when they were amidst the 
fires of Gehenom and could not even open 
their mouths that thoughts of teshuvah, 
sufficient to make them worthy of salva-
tion, came to them. Each person has free 
choice to reflect on what Hashem wants at 
any given moment. Each of us can expe-
rience deep remorse for past behaviors 
and desire to live differently in the pres-
ent. These thoughts create a powerful 
transformation within a person. It is no 
wonder that the song of Korach’s sons is 
highlighted at such a significant moment 
as it evokes the necessary inspiration for 
tekiat shofar.

Rav Shach adds that each of us is never 
alone; Hashem is found inside us always. 
Consequently, even a small thought of con-
necting to Hashem creates a boundless 
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union. For example, Moshe Rabbeinu 
merely turned his head to see why the bush 
was not burning and was immediately 
granted prophecy. We are mistaken when 
we think it takes great strides and major 
changes to access closeness to Hashem.  
The Sefat Emet teaches that the word “ad” 
in “Shuva Yisrael ad Hashem Elokecha” 
(Hoshea 14;2), can be understood as “eid”, a 
witness.  At times we may have a stirring of 
teshuvah deep in our hearts that could even 
be imperceptible to ourselves; yet Hashem 
is our witness. He considers these feelings 
as an indication of teshuvah and enables us 
to grow from them. When we are about to 
blow the shofar, we must realize that any 
thoughts and desires of closeness are so 
beloved by Hashem and bring us that much 
nearer to Him.

Rav Reuven Melamed notes that Korach’s 
sons were only partially involved in the 
insurrection, it did not come from some-
thing deeply rooted within. They were 
therefore able to extricate themselves at the 
last moment to a haven of salvation. In con-
trast, says Rav Schwadron, the rest of the 
group were so entrenched in their rebel-
lion that even when standing at the gates 
of Gehenom they could not do teshuvah.  
When one is controlled by their actions to 
such an extent, even when they may wish 
to do teshuvah, they have lost their ability 
to choose and are dragged down by the evil 
they have embraced. This too is an appro-
priate reflection for moments before tekiat 
shofar. We never want to reach a point 
when we are controlled by our impulses 
and actions and have lost the ability to 
direct our destiny. 

Talbieh- 4-5 room apts. good exposures. 
Shabbat elevator, machsan and parking.

Katamon, 5 room garden apt. on cul de sac 
near shtiblech. 160m living with garden of 100m, 
car park and machsan

Katamon, Penthouse, 3 rooms, 170m in a 
small building, elevator, parking, 4 exposures. 
Price 7.6 million nis

Rechavia -  5 rooms, 2.5 baths,  renovated, 
light, bright, close to shopping and transportation.

Talbieh - Pinsker building, long term rental, 
Shabbat elevator, parking, shul in building.

For Sale

For rent

052-2639702  |  www.shneller.co.il
Shiffy@shneller co.il

Enlish Speaking Law Firm

Orit Madar, Adv.
Family Law and Mediation

Divorce, Child support, Custody
Inheritance & Wills

Yariv Madar, Adv.
Body Injuries, Medical Malpractice

Civil Litigation

Hilel 10 Jerusaem/36 Dam hamakabin Modiin,
02-6255592, 050-3202909

Madar@netvision.net.il
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Dedicated L'Iluy Nishmas HaChaver 
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l 

Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Gimel Tamuz:  
Sleepless 
Nights

It was 1946 and R’ Chaim Tzvi 
Schwartz, a young survivor and 
Munkatcher chasid who had lost 

his family in the war, was in search of 
direction and chizuk. He went to meet 
with Rebbe Yosef Yitzchak, the Frierdiker 
(Previous) Lubavitcher Rebbe in New 
York. The Frierdiker Rebbe blessed him 
and referred R’ Chaim Tzvi to his dynamic 
son-in-law and future successor, Reb Men-
achem Mendel Schneerson. The meeting 
with the Rebbe’s son-in-law led him on 
an unexpected personal and professional 
path, as Reb Menachem Mendel suggested 
that he move to Brazil to serve the Jewish 
refugees settling there: “You will play 
a role in strengthening Jewish identity 
and encouraging mitzvah observance in 
Brazil.”

R’ Chaim Tzvi accepted the shlichus and 
embarked on a lifelong mission to assist in 
rebuilding Yiddishkeit for a community of 
survivors in Brazil, founding a school, shul 

and community service organizations. 
A year after the passing of the Frierdiker 
Rebbe in 1950, Reb Menachem Mendel 
assumed leadership of the Lubavitch 
movement and became Rebbe. From 
time to time, Rabbi Schwartz would seek 
the Rebbe’s advice on various communal 
issues, and over the years they maintained 
an infrequent but warm contact. Though 
he was filled with gratitude for the Rebbe’s 
advice and was an avid admirer — even 
carrying a small photo of the Rebbe in his 
wallet — R’ Chaim Tzvi did not identify as 
a Lubavitcher, and it would be many years 
until he fully appreciated the Rebbe’s vision 
and reach. 

R’ Chaim Tzvi once related an incident 
to Rabbi Aaron Dov Halperin, the founder 
and long-time editor of Kfar Chabad maga-
zine. A Brazilian Jewish family had reached 
out to him concerning their oldest daugh-
ter who had fallen in love and become 
engaged to a gentile. The parents had tried 
everything to dissuade her, but to no avail, 
and in desperation turned to R’ Chaim Tzvi, 
the local rabbi. 

“I took the address from her parents 
and went to meet her that evening. While 
visibly annoyed to learn of my mission, 
she was well mannered and respectful; 
we ended up speaking for several hours. 
The conversation was heated but polite; 
she didn’t show much interest in Jewish 
tradition, and she remained dead set on 
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marrying her fiance. I didn’t feel like I had 
made much progress. For several days after 
that, I racked my brain, trying to think of 
what might possibly be done to prevent the 
intermarriage. Finally I decided to take a 
chance and call the Lubavitcher Rebbe. 

“I picked up the phone, rang Rabbi 
Hodakov, the Rebbe’s secretary, related the 
details of the entire affair, and requested 
the Rebbe’s advice on how to proceed. 
I expressed my gratitude and hung up. 
Moments later, my phone rang. It was Rabbi 
Hodakov: ‘The Rebbe says to go back to the 
young woman and tell her that there is a 
Jew in Brooklyn who cannot sleep at night 
because she intends to marry a non-Jew.’

“Confused about the meaning of Rabbi 
Hodakov’s remark, I stammered, ‘Wait... 
What? Who? Which Jew cannot sleep?’ I 
then heard the Rebbe’s own voice speak-
ing: ‘Tell her that his name is Mendel 
Schneerson.’

“After gingerly returning the receiver to 
its cradle, I was even more confused than 
before. Perhaps the Rebbe misunderstood 
how adamant the bride-to-be was. Maybe 
he didn’t fully grasp her indifference to 
Jewish tradition. Could I actually follow 
through with such a strange course of 
action? On the other hand… how could I 
not?

“Early the next morning, I was at her 
door. Before I could even say hello, she 
began snapping at me: ‘Listen, I was cour-
teous and heard you out as a man of faith 
and out of respect to my parents. But how 
I choose to live my life is my business. I am 
getting married this weekend, and that is 
final. Please stop bothering me and leave 
me alone!’

Lev Rechavia 
PRICED TO SELL! 
Luxury 4 room apartment in the prestigious 'Lev 
Rehavia' building, Beautifully designed, quality 
kitchen, en-suite master bedroom and a spacious 
~80m garden patio, private car parking spaces plus 
storage room, ground floor with easy access and no 
steps, 24/7 concierge lobby service, beautiful in-door 
swimming pool and gym. Superbly maintained. 
Prime location, minutes walk to the  centre of town, 
close to many popular 
shuls Hanasi, Yeshurun, 
Great Synagogue, easy 
walking distance to 
the  Kotel, Mamilla and 
many more.

For more information please call 

Dina 0544978133
Exclusive to Dina Real Estate

Mother of Two Dynasties

Raise Your Spirits Theatre  
תיאטרון רוממות

רבקה! אם שתי ממלכות

Musical theatre in English
 תיאטרון מוזיקאלי של נשים לנשים

Tickets // כרטיסים
www.RaiseYourSpirits.org  

Tel. 052-865-1766 or 052-883-8839

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS ON STAGE 20 שנה על הבמה

בס"ד

r

ציור: רחמים מלמד כהן

Heichal Hatarbut Gush Etzion 
June 13, 16 ג', ו' תמוז // יוני

Menachem Begin Heritage Center Jerusalem 
June 20, 21 י', י"א תמוז // יוני

8 PM (Doors open 7:30 PM)

By women for women 
Surtitles in Hebrew כתוביות בעברית 
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“I took a deep breath, braced myself. 
‘I’m so sorry… I just need to say one more 
thing. There is a Jew in Brooklyn who 
cannot sleep at night because you intend 
to marry a non-Jew.’

“As she was preparing to slam the door 
on my face, she stopped abruptly. ‘What 
did you say? What are you talking about? 
Who is this Jew?’

“Swallowing, I managed to squeeze 
the words out of my mouth: ‘There is a 
tzadik in Brooklyn, New York, known as 
the Lubavitcher Rebbe. His name is Rebbe 
Menachem Mendel Schneerson... He is 
known to be personally concerned about 
the material and spiritual wellbeing of 
every Jew, and agonizes over every soul 
that is lost to its People... He asked me to 
come here again today to tell you that he 
can’t sleep….’”

Visibly shaken, the young woman asked, 
“What does he look like? Maybe you have a 
picture of him?” After years of counter-in-
tuitively carrying a small black and white 
photo of the Rebbe in his wallet, R’ Chaim 
Tzvi swiftly removed it and handed it over. 
With one glance at the Rebbe’s likeness, her 
face turned pale. “It’s him!” she whispered, 

and began to weep.
“All week long this man has been 

appearing in my dreams! His piercing 
stare is unmistakable… Every night I wake 
up startled seeing his eyes filled with tears. 
I told myself that the dream came from 
‘cold feet’, or that I was just over-reacting 
to my parents’ pressure and conjuring up 
an image of a Jewish sage… In my entire life 
I have never seen or met this man, nor even 
heard his name. But those eyes... 

“I don’t know what he wants from me! 
And I don’t know the  first thing about 
being Jewish... but…,” she wept loudly, 
“how could I abandon my People?”

Our sedra addresses Moshe Rabbeinu’s 
selfless leadership and dedication to Klal 
Yisrael. In recent history there was argu-
ably no one who embodied these traits 
more than the Rebbe. Day and night for 
more than half a century, the Rebbe dis-
played superhuman efforts to improve the 
spiritual and physical wellbeing of all Jews 
and all human beings around the globe. 
This weekend, as we mark Gimel Tamuz, 
the 27th Yahrtzeit of the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe, zy’a, I am asking myself: When was 
the last time I lost sleep over the wellbeing 
of one of our brothers or sisters? 

��������������������������������1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard 
of renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + 
guest bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, 
small machsan, asking 2,550,000 dollars

��
	���������������������������3 rooms, 65m, first 
floor, completely renovated, 3 air directions, 
beautiful balcony. Asking price: 2,750,000nis. 
Call Tami 050 5777712

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence

1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  
at great prices

Choose from multiple options
1unitravel.brokersnexus.com

1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide, 
Starting at $40

sales@1unisim.com
Call 077-400-3199 or USA 718-715-0001
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-June 13th until September 1st
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MON, JUNE 14 TUE, JUNE 15 WED, JUNE 16 THURS, JUNE 17

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/
LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON 
YOU TUBE

SUN, JUNE 13

9:15 AM 
Mrs. Pearl Borow
Sefer Nechemya (L’Ayla)

10:30 AM
Rabbi Aaron 
Goldscheider 
Rav Soloveitchik on 
the Parsha

11:45 AM
Rabbi Shmuel 
Herschler
Ethics, family and society 
in the writings of Rav 
Hirsch, Rav Kook 
and Rav Soloveitchik 

4:30PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

7:00 PM 
Rabbi Baruch Taub 
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/888974573

9:00 PM 
Rabbi Sam Shor 
Penimiut HaTorah- 
Inspiration from the 
Masters of Jewish Thought 
facebook.com/OUIsrael

9:00 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak 
Breitowitz 
Minchat  Chinuch 
ON-SITE CLASS

9:15 AM
Mrs. Shira Smiles 
Torah Tapestries 
(L’Ayla)

10:30 AM
Rabbi Avi Herzog 
Parshat HaShavua 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey 
Bienenfeld

5:00 PM
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz 
Chazal:Insights Into 
Our Times (L’Ayla) 
https://zoom.
us/j/85177782268
(Zoom only)

*L’AYLA CLASSES 
ARE FOR 

WOMEN ONLY

MISSED A CLASS?
You can watch the 
recording at 
www.ouisrael.org/
video-library

PLEASE NOTE:
Password for 
classes is: 
ouisrael

9:00 AM 
Rabbi David Walk 
Tehillim – Divine Poetry

10:15 AM 
Rabbi Ahron Adler
Rambam’s Commentary to 
Pirkei Avot

11:30 AM 
Rabbi Yitzchak 
Breitowitz 
Mishlei: Wisdom for Life 
(L’Ayla) ON-SITE CLASS

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey 
Bienenfeld Men’s Gemara 
Chabura S,T,TH https://zoom.
us/j/887981820  
(Zoom only)

4:30 PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 
Men’s Gemara B’Iyun 
S,M,W,Th https://zoom.
us/j/86466998217
(Zoom only)

9:00 AM 
Rabbi Shimshon 
Nadel’s class will 
resume on June 30

10:15 AM 
Rabbi Anthony 
Manning 
Contemporary Issues in 
Halacha and Hashkafa

11:30 AM 
Rabbi Alan Kimche 
Great Jewish Thinkers

4:30PM  
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

7:00 PM  
Rabbi Baruch Taub
Halacha https://zoom.
us/j/709706986

8:30 PM 
Rav Meir Goldwicht 
(Hebrew) 
https:// zoom.
us/j/2244321902
Parshat Hashavua 
Passcode: 18

10:15 AM
Rabbi Baruch Taub
Parshat HaShavua

11:30 AM
Rabbi Shai 
Finkelstein
Unlocking the Messages 
of Chazal 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey 
Bienenfeld

4:30PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

8:00 PM
Rabbi Ari Kahn 
Parshat HaShavua 
https://zoom.
us/j/2624570009 
(Zoom only)

OU Israel Center Shiurim 
Register for one-time shiurim (in-person and by Zoom) at www.ouisrael.org/classes
Register for ClassPass package deal for classes by Zoom at www.ouisrael.org/classpass

For registration help, call *3263
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(Zoom only)

4:30 PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 
Men’s Gemara B’Iyun 
S,M,W,Th https://zoom.
us/j/86466998217
(Zoom only)

9:00 AM 
Rabbi Shimshon 
Nadel’s class will 
resume on June 30

10:15 AM 
Rabbi Anthony 
Manning 
Contemporary Issues in 
Halacha and Hashkafa

11:30 AM 
Rabbi Alan Kimche 
Great Jewish Thinkers

4:30PM  
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

7:00 PM  
Rabbi Baruch Taub
Halacha https://zoom.
us/j/709706986

8:30 PM 
Rav Meir Goldwicht 
(Hebrew) 
https:// zoom.
us/j/2244321902
Parshat Hashavua 
Passcode: 18

10:15 AM
Rabbi Baruch Taub
Parshat HaShavua

11:30 AM
Rabbi Shai 
Finkelstein
Unlocking the Messages 
of Chazal 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey 
Bienenfeld

4:30PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

8:00 PM
Rabbi Ari Kahn 
Parshat HaShavua 
https://zoom.
us/j/2624570009 
(Zoom only)

OU Israel Center Shiurim 
Register for one-time shiurim (in-person and by Zoom) at www.ouisrael.org/classes
Register for ClassPass package deal for classes by Zoom at www.ouisrael.org/classpass

For registration help, call *3263
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OU ISRAEL CENTER    l     02-560-9100    l     WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

Tour Ir David 
with a Tehillim in hand!

 with Tourguide Rivi Frankel

Combining the narratives of Sefer Shmuel and the poetry of Sefer 
Tehillim, with a focus on specific mizmorim, we will explore one of the 

most exciting and ever developing archaeological sites in Israel.

SUNDAY, JUNE 20, 10:00AM

STOPS INCLUDE:
The royal palace s Beit Hatzofeh lookout s Givati parking lot excavations 

s The southern wall excavations s Yad Avshalom

Meeting point: Entrance to Ir David
Cost:75 NIS member / 85 NIS non-member

Register at www.ouisrael.org/events/tehillimtour
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We buy your Gold & Silver
Personal home service - 30 years experience

We also buy silverware, gold & silver coins!
Please send me a picture to Whatsapp for free appraisals 

I pay cash! I will meet you where you want! Customer service!

972-54-219-2428
mail: absaffran@gmail.com

Follow Us 
On Facebook

Ita Rochel 02-560-9125

Get fit while you sit: Exercise for ladies 

Join us on Sunday’s 11:30 -12:15  
at the OU Israel Center

Sara Faecher 0504153239
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Geulas Yisrael #7 
Korach, Chassidut 
and the State of 
Israel 

Korach was a roguish demagogue 
who fomented an angry mob 
against Moshe’s authority. Dema-

gogues typically spew ridiculous claims, 
baseless accusations and exaggerated 
truths in riling up their followers. For 
demagoguery to be successful however, it 
must contain at least a kernel of the truth 
or some accurate claims. Otherwise, it loses 
all its credibility- even in the eyes of the 
most ardent supporters. Among all of Kor-
ach’s nonsensical statements, one deeply 
resonates as true: “the entire nation is holy 
and is vested with Divine presence”. Of 
course, he manipulated this truth, demand-
ing in turn that every Jew serve jointly in 
the mishkan. His propaganda ignored the 
important concept of religious “specializa-
tion.” Every Jew is holy, but the mishkan 
requires very specific prerequisites which 
not every ordinary person can maintain. 

RABBI MOSHE
TARAGIN Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

Likewise, every commoner is holy, but 
only certain sainted people like Moshe can 
achieve prophecy and leadership. Nonethe-
less, there is a sample of truth to Korach’s 
basic claim. 

Thousands of years later, Korach’s message 
served as a cornerstone of the Chassidic 
revolution. In general, all human beings 
are created in the image of G-d and are 
imbued with Divine qualities such as free 
will, consciousness, emotions, intellect, 
and cognitive speech. Beyond these gifts 
delivered to every human being, Jews 
were endowed with unique national traits 
such as courage and defiance (am k’shei 
oref), ability to process supernatural infor-
mation such as prophecy, and enduring 
compassion. Emboldened with freedom 
of choice human beings can “take advan-
tage” of these traits or they can squander 
them. A sinful life wastes these talents and 
tarnishes our Divine image and our Jewish 
identity. 

Based on Kabbalistic ideas, Chassidut intro-
duced a bold new concept: Jews aren’t just 
crafted in the image of G-d; every Jew is 
imbued with a part of G-d Himself. The 
metaphor which captures this “Divine 
imbuing” is the description of Hashem 
“breathing” into Adam (Vayipach b’apav). 
Speaking streams air through our larynx, 
but respiration draws air from our “core”; 
by exhaling into Adam, Hashem instilled 
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Tribute to  
the Trio

In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm, 
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of 
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one 
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of 
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking $2,550,000
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a part of Himself into Adam and subse-
quently into every Jew.  

This Divine “infusion” yields an important 
principle- sometimes referred to as “segu-
lat yisrael.” Being vested with a part of the 
Divine essence, grants a Jew inalienable 
virtue. No matter how errant or deviant 
a Jew’s behavior, he remains inherently 
and intrinsically sacred. This was a radical 
concept in Jewish thought and a departure 
from previous views about non-religious 
Jews.  “Wayward Jews” who exhibited reli-
gious delinquency were now embraced 
because of their ‘teshuva potential’. As can-
didates for teshuva and for potential repair, 
even sinful Jews were incorporated into the 
Jewish community and the Jewish formula.

Chassidut asserted that even “before” 
turning their hearts back to G-d, and even 
“without” full halachic compliance, every 
Jew possessed latent sanctity. Any sins or 
transgressions were merely extrinsic. Sin 
can be likened to a glittering stone falling 
into dirt. The jewel hasn’t lost its basic 
glow, its shine is merely temporarily and 
externally concealed by the dirt. Chassidut 
identified the intrinsic and irremovable 
sanctity of every Jew, thereby creating a 
concept of Jewish inclusion. For various 
ideological and historical reasons Chas-
sidut has undergone dramatic changes 
since its inception nearly 370 years ago. 
Today’s Chassidut communities, are, by and 
large, far more insular than the images of a 
community articulated by the movement’s 
founders. However, the intellectual basis 
of Chassidut is still pivoted upon Korach’s 
legitimate claim about G-d resting within 
each Jew.  

The modern State of Israel has reimagined 
a new version of Korach’s claim. Life in 
Israel includes Jews who do not adhere, by 
and large, to the classic system of a hala-
cha. Yet every Jew in the State of Israel is a 
partner in crafting the final arc of Jewish 
history and in our return to our home-
land. The state provides a framework to 
incorporate Jews who no longer practice 
the rituals and ceremonies of halacha. As 
deeply religious Jews, we are certainly sad-
dened by Jews who deviate from halacha, 
and we certainly dream of a day in which 
every Jew will turn back to G-d and not 
only believe in Him but also obey His com-
mandments. However, until that day, we 
live in Israel together with millions of Jews 
who reflect Korach’s valid claim. 

Every Jew possesses latent sanctity. Sadly, 
historical pressures have expunged classic 
halachic behavior from so many. How-
ever, so many non-Orthodox Jews in Israel 
continue to demonstrate extraordinary 
commitment to our Land, our people and 
our history. This is a modern glimmer of 
the sanctity which every Jew possesses. 
We await a day in which this glimmer will 
become a more radiant glow. Until that day, 
a “glimmer” will have to do. 

Now also seeing patients at the
  LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100
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“Abba,  
I Have 
Something 
To Tell You…” 

Sarah Malka 
LMSW,  
Amudim Israel

“How was your day, Avi?” 
you ask, as your 14 year-old sits down for 
dinner. It’s pleasantly quiet in the house this 
evening, with time to spend with your son, 
as your other children are still at their extra-
curricular activities. “It was okay,” says Avi 
with a pensive look on his face. It’s the first 
time that you are spending quality time 
together in a while, and you were hoping for 
more interaction than a typical one-word 
teenage response. Stirring the conversa-
tion, you ask whether something is on his 
mind. Avi freezes and stutters a bit while 
he struggles to get the words out: “Actually, 
Abba...can I tell you something? Just prom-
ise me you won’t overreact...” You weren’t 
expecting this and don’t know exactly how 
to respond. “Sure, what’s going on?” “Well...
some boys in school are giving me a hard 
time. It’s getting pretty bad, and today they 
said that if I show up tomorrow, they’ll beat 

me up.” You pause in dismay. 
In a parent-child relationship, it is 

common to experience a disclosure. A 
first disclosure, in this sense, refers to an 
individual’s sharing a piece of information 
for the first time. Examples of first disclo-
sures include revealing a social challenge, 
engaging in harmful behaviors, or having 
experienced a trauma. Responding appro-
priately and sensitively to disclosures can 
steer a child’s willingness to seek and 
receive help or share in the future. It is a 
crucial, defining moment for how a parent 
will be able to effectively provide support.

Vayikra Rabba (25:3) teaches that upon 
entering a new land, planting should be a 
first priority. The theme of planting--sow-
ing seeds for future benefit--easily applies 
to our children. It is critical to “plant seeds” 
early on, in order to yield fruits of the rela-
tionship later on.

An important aspect of developing 
meaningful relationships with our children 
is for them to feel comfortable approach-
ing us with information. A united goal 
between parents should be to create a 
home that our children want to be in. Sim-
ple body language, for example, smiling 
when our children enter the room, creates 
the impression that we are open to build-
ing this relationship with them. Equally 
important, is being open to listening to both 
positive and negative events that happen 
in our children’s lives, even behaviors of 

AMUDIM CHANGE LIVES, BUILD FUTURES
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which we may disapprove. It is an ongoing 
process to continuously reinforce the idea 
that we represent a safe space where our 
children feel comfortable to share. Avi’s 
disclosure was not confined to this single 
conversation with his father. It was based 
on a relationship that his father cultivated 
beforehand that helped Avi feel com-
fortable enough to share such a sensitive 
experience with him. 

Shlomo HaMelech teaches (Kohelet 
9:17) that soft words are better received. 
Similarly, the Talmud (Shabbat 34a) 
instructs that one should address house-
hold members in a calm fashion. There 
are some key guidelines to keep in mind 
when confronted with a disclosure from 
one’s child. The first is to BREATHE! Don’t 
respond with surprise, which can be 
interpreted as disbelief. Stay focused and 
calm, just as you would if a child were to 
get injured at the park. Provide a sense of 
calm, rather than increasing any panic that 
the child might already be feeling. Reas-
suring your child by saying “I’m so glad 
you told me” will convey the message that 
s/he made the right decision by telling you. 
It also shows that you believe them and 
are there to support them. It’s important to 
refrain from prying for details, especially 
if the child isn’t willing or forthcoming. 
The disclosure can be intimidating enough 
for the child; s/he will not benefit from 
additional confusion by trying to come up 
with satisfying answers. Listen attentively, 
leaning in while your child is talking, and 
relay an empathetic but serious facial 
expression. Showing your child that you 
will take action on his/her behalf can be a 
comforting step forward. This may include 

involving appropriate individuals, pro-
fessionals, or organizations who can be 
helpful.  

You take a deep breath and move your 
chair closer. “Avi, thank you so much for 
talking to me about this. It sounds really 
challenging, and Ima and I are here for you. 
Let’s take a walk and talk about what we can 
do to help.” Avi smiles as he meets your eye 
contact, a look of relief coming over his face, 
and says “I’ll go get my jacket.”

Children’s disclosures are an inevitable 
part of parenthood. There will be minor 
issues not requiring extensive processing 
or guidance, and there will be times that, 
as parents, we’ll feel overwhelmed by the 
disclosure of larger issues. With proper pre-
paredness and care, every parent has the 
ability to be the supportive, safe address for 
their children to turn to in times of need. 

Amudim Israel provides free and con-
fidential clinical case management to 
Anglo individuals and families deal-
ing with trauma, addictions, and 
mental health issues. In addition to 
providing direct support, Amudim’s 
mission includes providing education 
and awareness about these topics 
within our communities. For more 
information please contact office@
amudim.org.il or 02-374-0175.
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

There is a verse which should 
be familiar to each of us which 
appears in the shir shel yom for 

Shabbat, Tzadik KaTamar Yifrach- The Righ-
teous Blossom like the date palm. 

The Arizal points out that the Sofei 
Teivot, the concluding letters of the words 
Tzadik KaTamar Yifrach-Kuf Reish Chet, 
spell out Korach.

How are we to understand this teaching 
from the Ari HaKadosh, that encrypted in 
this verse about the blossoming potential of 
the righteous, is an allusion to Korach who 
seemingly represents an individual who is 
far from being righteous?

In addition, and in contrast to the depic-
tion of Korach’s challenge to Moshe and 
Aharon’s leadership roles, Parshat Korach 
contains the interesting miracle which 
occurs to Aharon’s staff- V’hinei Parach 
Matei Ahron L’beit Levi, Vayeitzei Perch,-
Vayatzeitz tzitz, Vayigmol Shkeidim- And 
behold the staff of Aharon of the house of 
Levi had blossomed; it brought forth a blos-
som,sprouted a bud and developed almonds.

In explaining this verse, Rabbi Geda-
liah Schorr zt’l points out that normally 
when a fruit appears in nature, a bud first 
appears on the tree, then that bud turns to a 
blossom, and then the blossom disappears 
and a fruit begins to grow. However, here, 
when it comes to the miraculous growth 
that springs forth from Aharon’s staff, the 
buds, flowers and almonds are occurring 

simultaneously. 
Rav Gedaliah Schorr explains that this 

miracle is meant to teach us a fundamental 
message about what differentiates Aharon 
from Korach. Aharon represents an indi-
vidual who is in a constant state of growth 
and renewal and thus his staff reflects this; 
the buds, blossoms and fruit (almonds) are 
present simultaneously, as there is con-
stant ongoing growth and renewal. Even 
after Aharon has achieved great spiritual 
growth, he doesn’t rest, yet continues to 
seek opportunities for further growth 
and renewal. This, explains Rav Gedaliah 
Schorr, is the meaning of our verse-Tzadik 
KaTamar Yifrach- Aharon was in a constant 
process of growth and renewal.

Indeed, every single one of us has 
within us that same potential to either 
blossom like that tamar and bear fruit, or 
chas v’shalom  to not see that potential for 
continued growth actualized. Each of us 
must work diligently to bring that innate 
potential to fruition.

Yehi Ratzon, may we each be blessed to 
emulate Aharon HaKohen, to strive to expe-
rience constant growth and renewal in our 
Avodat Hashem. Shabbat Shalom. 

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography
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Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
SHAAREI CHESEDSHAAREI CHESED Townhouses prices from $3,250,000! 
RECHAVIA RECHAVIA // SHAAREI CHESED SHAAREI CHESED 2 brdms. 76 sqm, 2nd
oor, elevator, large succah balcony, renovate to your taste!
RECHAVIARECHAVIA (Ben Maimon) Lovely renovated 2 bdrms., 
low oor, surrounded by greenery! Perfectly located! 
TALBIEH TALBIEH Spacious 3 bedrooms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, 
Shabbat elevator, NIS 2,590,000!!
OLD KATAMONOLD KATAMON 135 sqm duplex, private external 
elevator, succah!
GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY Existing building with permit to
build 250 sqm on a huge lot!
CITY CENTERCITY CENTER 4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies
HOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GANHOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GAN
Cottage 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah, view, parking !
HAR NOFHAR NOF * No steps! Spacious 3 bdrms., storage room, 
permit to enlarge succah facing the view!
* 127 sqm duplex, private entrance + garden!
building permits, lots of potential!
* Unique Villa - 330 sqm with options! view!

RENTALS
OLD KATAMON  OLD KATAMON  Lovely 2 bdrms, un/furnished, 2 balconies
HAR NOFHAR NOF  Entrance level!  Shlav A, 3 bdrm. apt. + 2.5 
bdrms combined extension with a private entrance! 
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www.ashleywilde.co.il

• Curtains & draperies
• Designer curtains
• Venetian & Woven wood blinds
• Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman & 
Pleated shades
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Planting 
Vegetables 
Before Shemita

Sefichin prior to shemita
It is strictly prohibited to consume any 

produce that was planted or cultivated 
during the shemita year. Our Sages added 
an additional decree that any produce that 
grew on its own during shemita is also pro-
hibited, as one might go ahead and plant, 
and then claim that these plants grew on 
their own (Rambam Shemita Veyovel 4:2). 
This decree is called issur sefichin, and 
includes vegetables, grains, legumes and 
certain herbs. Fruit trees are not included 
in the prohibition of sefichin. Sefichin that 
were either planted or grew on their own 
must be uprooted. 

Early authorities debate over which 
stage of growth are vegetables considered 
the crop of the sixth year, which are per-
missible for consumption, rather than the 
crop of the shemita year, which falls under 
the issur sefichin. Rambam (Shemita Veyovel 
4:11-12) writes that vegetables, rice, and 
legumes must be ripe and picked prior to 
the seventh year in order to permit them 
for consumption. The Chazon Ish (Shevi’it 
9:3) clarifies the position of Rambam, mean-
ing that any vegetable that has continued 

to grow during shemita is included in the 
decree of our Sages regarding sefichin. 
However, vegetables that have fully ripened 
when shemita begins are not considered 
sefichin, even though they are picked during 
the shemita year. As such, any vegetables 
that continue to grow during shemita are 
prohibited to be eaten, and the plant must 
be uprooted. 

In contrast, Rav Shimshon of Sens (Rash, 
one of the Baalei HaTosafot) rules that as 
long as the beginning of the growth took 
place during the sixth year, any additional 
growth during the shemita year does not 
render the vegetables sefichin, and there-
fore may be consumed (see Rash on Shevi’it 
9:1). 

Pre-shemita planting
This dispute between Rambam and Rash 

regarding when sixth year produce is con-
sidered sefichin has numerous implications 
on shemita observance. First among them is 
planting prior to shemita. If one decides to 
plant vegetables prior to shemita, an assess-
ment must be conducted regarding how 
much time is needed in order to prevent a 
complication with sefichin. To clarify, if hala-
cha rules like the Rambam, the crops would 
need to be planted much earlier, as any 
planting adjacent to Rosh Hashana would 
inevitably cause the produce to be consid-
ered sefichin. However, if we rule according 
to Rash, crops may be planted much closer 
to the shemita year without causing issur 

OU KASHRUT
PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

sefichin (see Pea’t Hashulchan 22:3).
The accepted ruling is like the Rash (the 

more lenient opinion). However, promi-
nent later authorities debate the extent of 
the leniency. Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach 
(Minchat Shlomo 49) wrote that the produce 
must have substantial growth during the 
sixth year in order not to be considered 
sefichin. He felt that Rash required that the 
vegetables start to appear (even the initial 
shape) on the plants before Rosh Hashana 
in order to permit their consumption, and 
not be considered sefichin (see Shulchan 
Shlomo Shevi’it p.127-130). The Chazon Ish 
(9:17), however, was much more lenient, 
based on his understanding that a plant 
with even a small sprout above ground 
before Rosh Hashana would not be consid-
ered sefichin.

It has been largely accepted to rule like 
the Chazon Ish (see Mishpitei Eretz 16:8). 
In addition, there is reliable testimony that 
Rav Auerbach himself accepted the Chazon 
Ish’s ruling out of respect for the seniority 
of the Chazon Ish (see Minchat Shlomo 50).

Based on all of the above, it is recom-
mended to plant vegetables only up to 
the fifteenth of Elul, which allows enough 
time for a small sprout to be above ground 
before Rosh Hashana (Kedushat Ha’aretz 
19:11-12). Moreover, if certain vegetables 
or herbs were planted slightly after the 
fifteenth but had sprouts above ground 
before Rosh Hashana, then the produce is 

permitted. Any plant that has not sprouted 
prior to Rosh Hashana falls under the cate-
gory of sefichin and must be uprooted. 

Note that even vegetables that are not 
included in the issur sefichin and are per-
mitted for consumption are considered to 
have kedushat shevi’it, “holiness of the 
seventh year.” The halachic guidelines that 
pertain to such produce will be explained 
in future articles.

In summary:
• Even vegetables that grow on their 

own during shemita are prohibited for con-
sumption because of the Rabbinic decree of 
sefichin. These plants must be uprooted.

• Issur sefichin includes vegetables and 
other ground crops, but excludes fruit trees.

• Vegetables that were planted before 
shemita but continue to grow during shem-
ita are sometimes included in the decree of 
sefichin.

• In order for sixth-year crops to not be 
under the issur sefichin, it is sufficient for 
them to have a sprout above the ground 
before Rosh Hashana of the shemita year.

• It is recommended to plant vegetables 
before the fifteenth of Elul in order to have 
sufficient time for them to sprout and not be 
prohibited due to issur sefichin. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432



46     TORAH TIDBITS 1423 / KORACH 5781

Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Re-staging 
Akeidat 
Yitzchak

“You must redeem the firstborn of a 
person...when he is one month old, for 
the value of five silver shekels” (Bam-

idbar 18:15-16).

Once, Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik zt"l was 
contacted by a local Catholic priest in Bos-
ton who requested from him to explain the 
Jewish view of redeeming the first born 
son. The Rav responded in a letter with 
great detail describing the actual ritual and 
philosophical underpinnings. From this 
letter we are privileged to learn the Rav’s 
deeply profound explanation of this unique 
and perplexing Torah law.

The Rav expounded on the notion that all 
that exists in this world belongs to the Cre-
ator. The earth is God’s domain. “No one 
else has a share in the world. Nobody may 
press claims either to the cosmos as whole 
or to its minutiae” (Community, p. 296).

As humans we serve only as guardians. 
God entrusted his world to our care. A 
striking example of this is evinced every 
time one recites a few simple words of a 
bracha; with every blessing we recite we, 

in essence, are declaring that the world 
belongs to His majesty.

In a similar vein, the Rav asked why when 
we conclude the day of Yom Kippur with 
the Neilah prayer we employ the phrase, 
le’maan nechdal me’oshek yadeinu, with 
which we point our sins to theft and 
stealing. Is this really our most glaring 
sin which needs to be addressed in the 
minutes of the day? The Rav answered 
that it is necessary because it refers to a 
profound transgression man is guilty of. 
In truth any sin committed by man con-
stitutes larceny - it is a theft from God. All 
of man’s talents, endowments and qual-
ities are owned by God. To use them in a 
way which is counter to God’s directive is 
misappropriating these gifts that are on 
loan from God. (Noraot Harav, Vol. 16, 
pp.82-84).

Judaism calls upon us to sacrifice in many 
areas often ( i.e. with our time, finances, 
and our very selves). Acts of sacrifice bear 
witness to the fact that what we ostensi-
bly perceive as being our own property or 
domain, in truth, belongs to the Almighty. 
The act of sacrifice prods us to perceive 
this deeper truth. Although we often erro-
neously assume that we are the owners 
of our bodies, our wealth, and our own 
decisions belong to us. We are meant to be 
more cognizant of the fact that God is the 
Adon Ha’olam, the Master of the Universe. 
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One brings this notion to life “by engaging 
in a movement of recoil from himself, by 
retreating from the position of illusory 
strength he is prone to take up at certain 
times, by withdrawing from attitudes of 
arrogant self-regard and self-centered-
ness…”(Community, p. 299).

With this background, the Rav explained 
the secret embedded in the law of consecra-
tion and redemption of the first-born son. 
A child is arguably the greatest gift granted 
to man. At first glance it appears obvious 
to the parents that this child is their most 
precious possession. And yet, this child is 
only entrusted in man’s custody “without 
granting any property rights to them.” 

The Rav wrote: “Man must acknowledge 
this irrevocable though bitter truth; he 
must be ready to lose everything, if losing 
is what God demands. He must always 
answer the call summoning him to perform 
heroically the movement of withdrawal 
from the most tightly knit and natural 
community on earth…” (Ibid. p.300).

It is at this point in the Rav’s explanation 
to  the priest that he introduced the fasci-
nating notion that pidyon haben is a virtual 
re-staging of the Akeidat Yitzchak (the Bind-
ing of Isaac).

The parents of the thirty day old child sym-
bolize Avraham Avinu and Sarah Imeinu, 
the baby plays the role of Yitzchak, and 
finally, the kohen, so to speak, represents 
none other than the Almighty. The five sil-
ver coins are comparable to the ram that 
replaced Yitzchak. 

Akeidat Yitzchak inculcated the concept 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

Great investment! On Nehorai st, 
Katamonim, Going to pinui binui 
95m will be a new apt of 120m 
Dont miss out - 2.2M NIS
Dudu - 0723922735|+16466938200
Elroi, Old Katamon - Beautifully 
renovated, 110m, 5 rooms 
(4 bedrooms), 10th floor, amazing view 
of Jerusalem, 3 exposures, elevator, 
parking. 3.6 M NIS
Rachel - 0723922737 | +16466938200
Pele Yoetz, Yemin Moshe - 173m, 
private house, triplex, maximum 
privacy, beautiful view to the walls of 
Jerusalem. 6 M NIS
David - 0723922736 | +16466938200 

Gov-Ari Estate.

46 Betzalel st, Jerusalem.

F O R  S A L E
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that, as proclaimed by King David (Psalms 
24:1-2): “Lashem ha’aretz umelo’ah, tevel 
v’yoshevei vah.” Everything in this uni-
verse is owned by God, including all its 
inhabitants, by His having created the 
world. By placing Yitzchak on the altar, 
Avraham Avinu acknowledges that his 
precious child truly belongs to God. “He 
[God] wanted Abraham to abandon all 
pretense of possessiveness, all claims of 
unity and identity, all hopes of self-perpet-
uation and immortalization through Isaac 
and return him to Whom he belongs”  
(Community, p. 300-301).  

SHIUR SPONSORS
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz Sunday Shiur  

is sponsored by Shulamis Bonchek in loving memory 
of her mother Miriam bas Chaim Yaacov (Chait) a”h  - 

yahrzheit was 27 Sivan

Tuesday, June 8 - the Shiurim were sponsored 
by Mrs. Estelle Harris in honor of all of the excellent 

teachers at the OU Israel Center,  
in honor of my wonderful family, and for a  

refuah shleima for all those in need

Wednesday, June 9 - Rabbi Nadel’s shiur is sponsored 
on the shloshim of Irving Abramowitz z”l
יצחק יוסף בן יהושע מנחם מנדל ז”ל

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin’s shiurim  
have been sponsored by a generous donor

Rabbi Manning’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of an 

aliya neshama for Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,  
Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l 

and Eliana bat Yaakov a”h

Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of a 

refuah shelaima for Janet bat Hannah

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Parshat HaShavua Shiur 
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation



OU ISRAEL CENTER         49

Acclaimed 
Program.
Proven 
Results.

M A S T E R  O F  S C I E N C E  I N

ACCOUNTING
FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON UNIVERSITY

New! Option for Israel students

Yeshiva/ Seminary Credits

8 Placement Recruiters- 96% Placement Rate (USA)

Program Length: 15-18 Months

Meet our Staff
& AlumniW

ant to know more?

ONLINEONLINE
OPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSE

June 14
8:00pm

New in Israel!

Sit for 
CPA exam 
in Israel

WWW.PCSNYNJ.ORG

Get the Open House Zoom Link

Rated One of the Top 
Master in Accounting 
Programs in the USA

tova@nj.pcsjobs.org
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Dissension or  
Discourse? –  
That is the 
Question

Currently, the quality of public dis-
course appears to require urgent 
attention. For, in our Parsha, we are 

acutely aware of the consequences of the 
pursuit of power and prestige, especially 
when the source of that urge is based on 
petty jealousies and an inflated sense of 
one’s self-worth.

Indeed, examining the episode of Korach 
and his cohorts’ rebellion against Moshe, 
one cannot but take note of the character-
istics of the major players in that revolt. 
Arguably, the leaders of the uprising had 
a propensity to undermine authority and 
to rebel. For Korach’s name implies frosti-
ness, Dotan is indicative of trouble, Aviram 
signifies haughtiness, and On (Ben Peleth) 
could refer alternatively to wickedness 
(Avon) or oppression and fraudulent mis-
representation (Ona’a).

For the Malbim, all the primary antagonists 
in the drama harbored grievances of one 
sort or another against authority intend-
ing to overthrow Moshe and Aharon in the 
service of fulfilling their desires. Ultimately, 

notes Nechama Leibowitz, these rebels 
would end up fighting among themselves.

As is so often the case, people are more con-
cerned about what they can gain from their 
leaders than about their responsibilities 
to the common goal. Leibowitz illustrates 
this notion by reminding us that the people 
did not say, “All the congregation is holy” 
but rather, “All the congregation are holy,” 
which, in Hebrew, implies that each indi-
vidual’s personal concerns outweighed 
the national mission of being “a kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation.” 

Indeed, the agitators conferred upon them-
selves that being the Chosen People meant 
being superior and privileged. The dissent-
ers were hesitant to internalize that being 
a holy people means taking on additional 
responsibilities. In today’s vernacular, we 
would likely say that the protestors were 
entitled.

Why does this scenario sound so familiar? 
Perhaps we can learn from the ministering 
angels to speak to each other with “serene 
spirit, pure speech, and sweet melody” 
(morning prayers). Moreover, let us pray 
that our leaders conserve the historical 
perspective, better to fulfill our destiny to 
be a “light unto the nations” – in the public 
domain and the other areas of our national 
and religious calling.  

Shabbat Shalom!

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

DIVREI MENACHEM
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 

Continued next week... 02-625-2555 firstisrael.com

Special rates up to 75% LTV: 
30 year 3.85% 
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%
For well qualified borrowers

Purchase / Refinance Rates 
(Non-inflation linked)*

Mortgage 
RATES at 
historic 
LOWS for 
refinance 
& purchase

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv 
*Rates are for quali�ed borrowers and are current as of    
 the printing of this advertisement but are subject to    
 change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and 
 are for illustrative purposes only.

Yitchak Kowalsky

Over 350 sqm on 3 levels
150 sqm already built with 

5 Bedrooms, Breathing views
Elevator, Parking, 3 ensuites

 
 

Beautiful Property in Bustan Yehuda
4 bedroom, 134 sqm, 2 balconies (1-Succah), 

High specs , Private parking & storage
Price: 4,400,000 NIS

054-766-0338
Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
www.yykrealestate.com

Best Listings in Jerusalem

Excellent Property 
in Bustan Yehuda

2 bedrooms, 2 full baths
Private garden
Private parking
Private storage

Asking: 3,200,000

New Project in the
City Center

 Last 2 & 3 bedrooms Left
On High Floors

Spectacular views
Great payment terms

Occupancy: 30/09/2022
 

Luxury At The Footstep
Of The Old City

 

Luxury Rental in Rechavia (Azza)

3 Bdrm, 3 Baths, Sukkah Balcony, 1 Flight Up, Fully Furnished

FOR RENT
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Real Life Rescues 
A Busy Wednesday Results In Two 
Lives Saved
United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Aryeh Goldberg 
from the city of Bnei Brak, had a very eventful 
day last Wednesday. While Aryeh was going 
about his day and taking care of some errands, 
he received an alert to a medical emergency 
that had occurred not too far away from where 
he was driving. It was just after 4:00 p.m. when 
he received the alert to a serious accident that 
occurred on Derech Hashalom in Tel Aviv. A 65- 
year-old pedestrian had been struck by a car and 
was critically injured as a result. 

Aryeh, a father of eight who normally works as 
an ambulance driver,  quickly turned on the lights 
and sirens of his ambucycle and flew through 
the traffic to the scene. He arrived alongside 
United Hatzalah volunteers Netanel Asiya and Ehud Carmeli and the trio rushed to the aid 
of the unconscious victim who was sprawled on the asphalt. After quickly looking over their 
patient, Aryeh noted that the woman suffered multiple traumatic injuries and a significant 
head wound. Aryeh and his colleagues bandaged the wounds while administering ventilation 
with supplemental oxygen. They worked feverishly keeping the injured her alive until an 
ambulance arrived and whisked her urgently off to the hospital.

Later in the day, during a separate incident, a metal frame fell off the back of a truck directly 
onto a construction worker. As the man lay writhing on the ground in pain, his alarmed 
coworkers called emergency dispatch. Aryeh raced to the site on his ambucycle and aided 
the man in removing him from underneath the frame and then providing medical treatment 
for his injuries. Together with fellow United Hatzalah EMTs who also arrived at the scene, 
Aryen affixed a neck brace, splinted fractured limbs, immobilized the victim and placed him 
onto a backboard, and then rushed him into an ambulance for emergency evacuation.

“Being an emergency first responder is kind of 
like being a parent, you never really know what 
to expect,” Aryeh said. “We plan for the best but 
are prepared for the worst and we hope that we 
can deal with whatever emergencies come our 
way and that everyone will be okay at the end 
of the day. Often, it is because of the quick and 
caring treatment that we provide that makes the 
difference in that regard.”

1221
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Bayt Vegan, for sale,
3r, terrace and parking

Har Nof,  for sale,
6r, terrace and storage

Katamon, for sale,
3.5r, garden and storage

Baka, for sale, 3.5r 
 and 2r, taboo,  garden 

www.jerusalemimmobilier.com

Talpiot, for sale, 
4p, terrace, parking 

and terrace

Gideon hauzner,
house,10r,garden

and terrace

FOR SALE

NEW CONSTRUCTION ON AZZA ST 
CLOSE TO LOCAL SHOPS AND CAFES
OPTIONS FOR VARIOUS SIZED APTS
SHABBAT ELEVATOR, WHEELCHAIR 

ACCESSIBLE, SUKKAH, PENTHOUSES WITH 
POOL

ENTRY SEPT 2023

 LUXURY APT IN CITY CENTER
IN THE NEVIIM COURT PROJECT

4.5 RMS, 120 M, 3RD FL WITH SHABBAT 
ELEVATOR, PRIVATE PARKING, STORAGE, 
BALCONY WITH VIEW TO THE MOUNT OF 

OLIVES, AREA FOR SUKKAH
NIS 4,450,000

Dov Shapiro 052.5533739 | Ilana Nelson 054.5341403
integrityrealestate.co.il

ARNONA- AMAZING 5 BEDROOM  
TOWNHOUSE

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il

5 bedroom townhouse, 166sqm, 
private entrance, easy access,  

fully renovated, 50sqm garden, 
50sqm balcony, nice, airy, full of 

light, serious sellers, attractive price

077-215-1200 // 054-246-0246

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il
ARNONA - new on the market! 6 bedroom garden apart-
ment, 170m, 107m garden, 3 parking spaces, storage, 
elevator, a.c, private heating, only 3,415,000nis

RASKO - GIVAT ORANIM - 3 bedrooms, 109m, 1st floor, 
Succa balcony, storage, renovated, a.c, private heating, 
light & airy, green, good location, only 2,790,000nis

ARNONA - new building - 2 bedrooms, Shabbat ele-
vator, parking, amazing view of the Old City, en suite, 
light, a/c, private heating, amazing price 2,090,000nis

BAKA- Derech Chevron - 1.5 bedrooms, 50m garden, 
private entrance, easy access, no steps, a/c, private 
heating, walking to the kotel, good for investment 

CASPI ST - 4 bedrooms, 140m on one level + unit for 
rent, 2nd floor, elevator, balcony, custom interior, new, 
luxurious, a/c, underfloor heating, very quiet, unique 
high standard

ARNONA - 3 bedrooms,  elevator, parking, storage, a/c, 
private heating, ensuite, balcony, airy, full of light, very 
nice living space, new kitchen, close to Baka

077-215-1200 // 054-246-0246
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

It is All in the 
Genes

Last time we saw a number of 
sources that implied that, in the 
case of egg donation, the birth 

mother is the halachic mother. But there 
are a number of poskim who disagree and 
are of the opinion that the genetic mother 
is the mother. Several sources suggest 
that motherhood is conveyed by concep-
tion. The Talmud (Niddah 31a) states that 
there are three partners in the formation 
of a human being: father, mother and 
God Himself. This is quite a famous Tal-
mudic passage, but what is less known 
is the continuation. Each of the partners 
contributes some element; father gives 
white substance from which come the 
bones, sinews, white of the eye and the 
brain. Mother gives a red substance from 
which comes the flesh and skin, hair and 
the pupil of the eye. God gives the soul, 
the spirit, the countenance, the ability to 
hear, see, speak and move, intelligence 
and understanding.

While we today know that the division 
of what the father and the mother contrib-
ute is far from the Talmud's presentation, 
it is fascinating to read that each of them 
gave genetic material. Until not so long 
ago, science assumed that all inheritance 
came from the male and the female only 

supplied the uterus as an incubator to 
grow the child. Our Sages, well ahead of 
their time, wrote that both the parents 
give genetic material.

This clearly implies that the mother's 
contribution to the formation of the child 
is not just in gestation and delivering the 
baby. Rather it is her genetic contribution 
that helps create the baby. It appears that 
genetics is the determining factor in the 
definition of motherhood.

One posek told me that you do not even 
need a source to decide that motherhood 
is dependent on genetics. That is intui-
tive, in his opinion, and it is clear that the 
genetic mother is the mother.

Of course, intuition is a precarious 
basis for halachic decisions, since each 
posek will have their own intuition based 
on their own experience and understand-
ing. It is unlikely that everyone's intuition 
is the same when debating such a complex 
halachic issue as the definition of mother-
hood. We would prefer to see strong solid 
sources to prove one position or the other, 
but these do not always exist.

Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach 
famously stated that he had found a source 
in the voluminous rabbinic literature for 
all questions that he was asked, except for 
the question of defining motherhood. For 
that, he claimed, there is no real source.

So what is the halacha? More on that 
next week. 
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 A leading
 Torah

academy

 In academic institutions of the religious sector in Israel, in preparation for distance learning and in the
 learning experience in times of Corona, according to a special survey of the Student Union by the institute
"Ma'agar Mohot" 2020

052-5001313

מייסודן של מכללת מורשת יעקב רחובות
ומכללת אורות ישראל אלקנה

ב״ה

Orot Israel Academy  Rehovot CampusFirst place in the
 

satisfaction survey
of the

Student Union

Natural SciencesLanguageMathematicsEnglish
New!

1800-500-210  us!  https://orot.ac.il
08-9485622 052-4004545Liran@orot.ac.ilLiran:

A degree in education
The next generation

Bachelor of Education
On the men's campus in Rehovot
Teaching subjects that are in highest demand

Additional teaching studies:
Talmud & Oral Law | Bible, Special Education | History | Communication | Academic Conversion

Special courses for a direct track to a Master's degree

, , ,  ()                            

 A Torah
atmosphere

 Recognition of
Yeshiva studies

Hybrid and
online studies

 Transportation
across the country

New!

A unique scholarship of 4,000 NIS
      for those who enroll in the following first - year studies: English, Mathematics, Language, Natural Sciences

for the following academic year
By the 30th of June 2021 By the 30th of June 2021
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השיבנו אבינו 
לתורתך

Personally, I have a terrible sense of 
direction. I can’t read a map, I can’t 
remember directions, and I sim-

ply cannot get anywhere without Waze. 
I remember the first time we purchased 
a GPS. Suddenly, my entire life changed - I 
could jump in the car and drive anywhere 
in the country without a problem! But the 
absolutely best feature was the “re-directing 
feature”. In the past, if I made a wrong turn 
(which I almost always did), that was it. I 
could not figure out how to get back to my 
route and I would just continue going farther 
and farther off track. With the invention of 
the GPS, I could make mistakes and correct 
them. I could count on my digital support 
system to get me back on track, to bring me 
back to the path I wanted to be on, so that I 
could continue on to my destination. 

The bracha of השיבנו is our spiritual GPS.

נּו ַלֲעבוָֹדֶתָך ,ְוַהֲחִזיֵרנּו  יֵבנּו ָאִבינּו ְלתוָֹרֶתָך, ְוָקְרֵבנּו ַמְלכֵּ ֲהשִׁ

ְתׁשּוָבה ה ה', ָהרוֶֹצה בִּ רּוְך ַאתָּ ֵלָמה ְלָפֶניָך. בָּ ְתׁשּוָבה שְׁ בִּ

Our Father, bring us back to Your Torah. Our 
King, bring us close to Your service. Return 
us in complete Teshuva before You. Blessed 
are You Hashem, who wants Teshuva (our 
return). 

This bracha is the second one in the sec-
tion of the בקשות (requests). In this bracha, 
we request to be spiritually redirected. 
We tell Hashem that we’ve gotten a bit off 
track and ask Him to please help to bring 
us back.  It is important that we make this 
request at the start of our בקשות because 
we need to make sure all of our requests 
from Hashem are on track, that the things 
that we will proceed to ask for are all tools 
that will enable us to serve Hashem better, 
bringing us closer to our destination. 

One might think that this bracha and the 
one following (לנו -are a bit redun (סלח 
dant. They both are requests to help us 
get on track spiritually, but upon looking 
closer, they are very different. The bracha 
of השיבינו is a request regarding the over-
all Teshuva process, to help bring us back 
to a state where we are closer to Hashem, 
in which we feel His presence, and we are 
ready to serve Him wholeheartedly by 
learning his Torah and doing His Mitzvot. 
Once we’ve gotten to that level, we will be 
able to go onto סלח לנו  where we will ask 
for forgiveness for specific sins we’ve done 
wrong. 

Let’s look at the words inside -

יֵבנּו ָאִבינּו ְלתוָֹרֶתָך ֲהשִׁ

We begin the bracha by saying  
 bring us back. Rav Eliyahu Lopian -  השיבינו

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

continued on next page...
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For these I weep.…
 על אלה אני בוכיה 

Announcing an Inspirational Jewish 
Experience to Poland with 

 Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler
Wednesday, Oct 13th – Wed, Oct 20th, 2021
(Seven full touring days; Seven hotel 

nights) Visit:Warsaw, Tarnow, Lublin, 
Majdanek, Auschwitz, Plashow, 

Kazimierz, Lezajsk, Lancut, Lodz, 
Czstochowa, Gora Kalwaria, and more…& 

a meaningful Shabbat in Krakow

For more information, please call: 
050 7733117, or  

Email:aaron.adler50@gmail.com

 [All-inclusive price – 
including El Al flights - $1950]

Attention: For Green Passport Carriers Only! 
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comments that the word “return” implies 
that we were once there in the past. We all 
started out our lives in a state of complete 
purity. We can be confident that we have 
the ability to return to that state because we 
were once there. The Gra (on Sefer Yonah) 
writes that bef0ore a person is brought into 
this world, he spends his time in Shamayim 
standing directly before Hashem! He is in 
direct face-to-face contact to Him. We ask 
Hashem to please bring us back to that 
state, that we should once again be able to 
stand directly before Him.

The word  אבינו  (our father) is only writ-
ten twice in the entire Shemoneh Esrei – in 
 סלח and in the next parargraph  השיבינו אבינו
-Why? Because it is our special father .לנו
son relationship that we have with Hashem 
that empowers us to return to Him. The 
Sifri (Devarim 349) brings a mashal – If a 
prince was taken captive when he was a 
child and brought to a faraway land, even 
if a hundred years would pass, he  would 
not be embarrassed to come back. Why? 
Because he’s returning to his father who 
will always be waiting for him with out-
stretched arms. So too, because we are the 
children of HaKadosh Baruch Hu, no mat-
ter how far we stray, we never have to feel 

embarrassed to return to Him, He is always 
waiting for us with outstretched arms. 

נּו ַלֲעבוָֹדֶתָך  ְוָקְרֵבנּו ַמְלכֵּ

The second part of the request is that 
Hashem should bring us closer to His 
Avoda. What does that mean? In the first 
stage, we asked Hashem to bring us back to 
Torah and to a Torah-way of thinking. Our 
thoughts should be centered around Torah 
and Hashem. Now, we go a step further and 
ask Hashem to bring us closer to His service. 
It’s not only about our thoughts, but about 
our actions as well. We want to feel close 
to the Mitzvot, to be excited and inspired 
by the Mitzvot.  Here we specifically refer 
to Hashem as King. Why? Because it is in 
Hashem’s role as King that He gives us all 
of the commandments, that He demands of 
us to make sure that we are following His 
will in every area of life,. 

ֵלָמה ְלָפֶניָך. ְתׁשּוָבה שְׁ ְוַהֲחִזיֵרנּו בִּ

The Rambam (Hilchot Teshuva) writes that 
the concept of Teshuva is quite astound-
ing. A person who has sinned starts out 
completely separated and divided from 
Hashem. But once he does teshuva, he 
immediately becomes מודבק בשכינה - stuck to 
the Shechina. That is what it means when 
we say that Hashem should help to return 
us in complete Teshuva לפניך. Despite how 
far we have strayed, we have this unbe-
lievable ability to get back to the status of 
 to the level where we are once again ,לפניך

Rare In Baka
Townhouse, about 
220m, pastoral, in a 
quiet side alley, private 
elevator, private 
entrance, terrace, 
storage room, parking

7,500,000 NIS MICHAEL 0523202488

Tour - Sunday, June 20
Exclusive tour  of Ramla/Lod 
with local leaders and activists. 
Also, Latrun museum/memorial

shalompollack613@gmail.com
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privileged to stand directly before Hashem. 

ְתׁשּוָבה  ה ה', ָהרוֶֹצה בִּ רּוְך ַאתָּ בָּ

The fact that the concept of Teshuva exists 
is an amazing chessed in and of itself – after 
all, if we stray intentionally, why should we 
be able to return? But what’s even more 
unbelievable is the fact that Hashem actu-
ally desires Teshuva. No matter how badly 
we’ve strayed, He is sitting there and  wait-
ing for us to do Teshuva. The conclusion of 
this  bracha is rather unique. Usually, we 
end off with praise to Hashem – Blessed is 
Hashem who heals the sick, gives knowl-
edge, redeems Israel etc. But here, instead 
of concluding – “Blessed in Hashem who 
returns His people”, we simply conclude – 
“Blessed is Hashem who desires Teshuva”. 
Why? Because Hashem can’t return us on 
His own. We need to take this initiative. It’s 
up to us to get the ball rolling, to decide we 
want to return. Once we make the decision, 
Hashem will do everything in the world to 
help us get there. But He can’t make it hap-
pen without us putting in the effort.  He 
wants Teshuva and He will help us if we 
choose to go in that direction, but He can-
not do it alone. 

Let’s try and use this bracha to really focus 
on who we want to become and where 
we want to get to. If we take advantage of 
this daily GPS opportunity to re-direct our-
selves, Hashem will come to our aid and 
enable us to reach our destination. 

CONFRONTING 
RADICALS

What America Can 
Learn From Israel

NEW!

BY DAVID RUBIN

     Confronting Radicals: What America 
Can Learn from Israel sheds much needed 
light on the false allure of the socialist 
revolution that is rising in America. David 
Rubin calls to action Americans who are 
willing to fight for their country’s values 
and to push back against the impending 
‘Orwellian’ future where our thoughts, 
words, and actions are controlled and 
cancelled.” 

- Former Arkansas Governor Mike Huckabee

“

”
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Juli Tobin
Raanana Chapter 
Director
Our Parsha Named 

After a Rasha?

This week’s parsha is named after Kor-
ach, the Levi who made an argument and 
controversy against Moshe and Aharon. 
Korach is a Rasha, so why did we decide to 
name a parsha after him?

According to the Rebbe Me’Lubavitch, 
there is a lesson to be learnt from Korach. 

Korach wanted to grow and be more than 
he was, he had an ambition to become the 
Kohen Gadol, one of the highest spiritual 
levels a person can be at. The Rambam 
states that a person can try to be in their 
heart spiritually sanctified like the Levim 
and Kohanim in the Beit Hamikdash. Kor-
ach just wanted to be closer to Hashem and 
elevate himself spiritually.

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

The problem lies in the way Korach car-
ried out his will. Even if you have a good 
ambition, it does not mean that you are 
allowed to create controversy and chal-
lenge authority. In doing so, Korach 
sinned and was therefore punished.

Maybe the Torah is teaching us that we 
named this Parsha after Korach to learn 
to look at every Jew with a positive eye. 
Our Sages say, “Oh, judge every person to 
the right.” Even an evil person who is in 
the abyss, you can find a positive point in 
him. Even though Korach did a bad thing 
we must “Ladun Lekaf Zechut”, as we see 
that all his kids turned out to be Tzadikim. 

Learn from the good in Korach to be 
ambitious, but to do it correctly. Shabbat 
shalom.

Avigayil 
Gershbaum
11th Grade, 
Raanana 

Machloket Leshem 
Shamaim

In this week’s Parsha, Korach and his Eidah 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         61

have a “Machloket” (argument) with Moshe 
and Aharon. 

What was so special about this “Machloket” 
that it gets so much attention from the 
Torah?

According to Rashi and Onkelos, Korach’s 
interest isn’t just that he disagrees with 
Moshe and Aharon. Rather, Korach wanted 
to create a controversy specifically so it can 
cause conflict and quarrel.

If we dig deeper, we are able to see that 
according to the Mishna in Pirkei Avot, 
there are “Machlokot L’shem Shamayim” 
and “Machlakot that aren’t L’shem Sha-
mayim”. Korach’s Machloket was not 
L’shem Shamayim. 

Why is that?

 The reason according to the Maharal from 
Prague is because Korach wasn’t trying to 
cause controversy and disagreement with 
Moshe and Aharon rather he wanted to do 
it against Hashem. 

How do we see this? 

According to the Kli Yakar, Korach and his 
Eidah disagreed with Moshe about a tallit 
made all out of Techelet that according 

NCSY Israel is the premier organiza-
tion in Israel, dedicated to connect, 
inspire, empower, and help teen olim 
with "Klita" to the Land of Israel by 
encouraging passionate Judaism 
through Torah and Tradition. Find 
out more at israel.ncsy.org

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive

local expert investment advice 

02-624-0995  054-599-9530
aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il  www.aaronkatsman.com

CALL

to them should be patur from Tzizit. Sec-
ondly, they said that a mezuzah is a made 
up mitzvah. 

These two mitzvahs are the foundation 
of all the mitzvot. We make them a daily 
habit to show that we have a pure rever-
ence for God and observance of mitzvot. 
Tzizit is a symbol of the 613 mitzvot and 
the mezuzah is there so that a person kisses 
at his entrance and exit and engraves on 
his heart and expresses his strong desire 
to keep all his mitzvot.

Korach was against all that. That is why the 
Mishna says his Machloket was not L’shem 
Shamayim. 

May we be Zoche to only be in Machlokot 
L’shem Shamayim.

Shabbat shalom. 
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The Adventures and Experiences of a Once Upon A Time  
South African - Rabbi Barry (Dov) Sidelsky 

Barry (Dov) Sidelsky was born on 16th April, 1943 in Johannesburg to Goldie and Lazer Sidelsky. 
In January 1964 he went to study at Yeshivat Kerem B’Yavneh until June 1965. There he  met 

Naomi Rubin who came from Port Elizabeth. They returned to South Africa and got married in 
Port Elizabeth.  Barry taught Hebrew and Torah at the Theodor Herzl School.  In January 1968 
they went to Johannesburg where Barry studied for Semicah at the Bet Midrash Larabbanim 

which he and the other students received by the end of 1972,  Serving As The Rabbi Of The 
East London Hebrew Congregation - Rabbi Barry Sidelsky assumed duty as the Rabbi of The 
East London Hebrew Congregation in January 1973 and served as the Rabbi there for three years.

Returning to Port Elizabeth - Towards the end of 1976 Rabbi Sidelsky and his wife Naomi 
returned to Port Elizabeth. There he taught at the Theodor Herzl School and then became the 

Rabbi of the Summerstrand Hebrew Congregation. The Sidelsky family made Aliyah in July 
1981 - Rabbi Dov Sidelsky taught English at a number of schools over the years and also taught 
Torah and Hebrew at BET CHINUCH IVRIM - THE SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND and at MACHON MEIR.

Discover the Sidelsky family’s connection to the former President of South Africa, Nel-
son Mandela, and Rabbi Sidelsky’s invitation to join with Israel’s Prime Minister Ehud 
Barak to welcoming Mandela to Israel, and later his speech to the Italian Parliament 

on the occasion of  honouring Mandela and Lazer Sidelsky, his father. In 2001 he and his 
brother Colin had their book Mandela’s Boss published. Study the amazing tree of Rabbi 

Sidelsky’s family Yichus. - He wrote the book The Shtetl of Musnik The Story of The Zil-
ber Family And Their Descendents. He is a scion of the family of Rabbi Yitzhak Grodnensky 

Shirvinter and Rabbi Yisrael Lipkin Salant.  Included in this last section are articles about his par-
ents Lazer and Goldie Sidelsky and the three daughters of Dov and Naomi – Michal, Ariella and 

Lea and their husbands and children and families.

Available For Purchase At M. Pomeranz Bookseller
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BUY- SELL- RENT
Deborah Michael Jerusalem Homes

Specializing in Anglo areas  
of Jerusalem 

Whats app/call 
0532852345/8476751590 

Debisraelhomes@gmail.com
Many References available!
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CYBERSECURITY

CYBERSECURITY

PROGRAM

PROGRAM

Our graduates work with
international companies, including: To apply, & for more information, contact our representative 

for Israel, US, UK, & Europe: 

Mrs. D. Erlanger           DETzomet@gmail.com           +972-52-646-0298

CAREERS

CAREERS

WE PARTNER WITH

INTERNATIONAL

CYBERSECURITY

COMPANIES TO GIVE

OUR STUDENTS HANDS-

ON EXPERIENCE

THROUGH OFFICE-

BASED AND REMOTE

INTERNSHIPS.

Launch your cybersecurity 

career with Tzomet's 

NETWORKING
LINUX FUNDAMENTALS
SCRIPTING
THREAT VECTORS
MONITORING & HACKING
TOOLS
RISK MANAGEMENT

AND MORE!

JOIN OUR INTERACTIVE, 

LIVE ONLINE,  INTENSIVE 1-YEAR

CYBERSECURITY COURSE!

LEARN IN-DEPTH EVERYTHING 

YOU NEED TO GAIN

NTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATION

ONE-ON-ONE CAREER 
CONSULTATIONS

 
RESUME / CV 

DEVELOPMENT
 

INTERVIEW WORKSHOP
 

JOB PLACEMENT 
ASSISTANCE

UPON COMPLETION

OF COURSE, TZOMET

PROVIDES:

W W W . T Z O M E T C O U N S E L I N G . C O M

FRUM LEARNING ENVIRONMENT. IDEAL FOR STUDENTS WITH SIMULTANEOUS RESPONSIBILITIES 
(EG. FAMILY/WORK/YESHIVA) LOOKING FOR A HIGH STANDARD, FLEXIBLE CAREER OPPORTUNITY.
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28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

CLOSE TO THE MESILA PARK - Great 
investment! 3.5 rooms, first floor, balcony, with 
a pinuy binuy process to double the value of the 
apartment. 2,100,000NIS
ARNONA HaTSEIRA - Beautiful penthouse,  
5 rooms, 134m, modern building, elevator,  
90m balconies with panoramic view, good 
shape, quiet, storage, double  parking, Exclusive. 
3,750,000NIS
HEART OF BAKA - Luxury  beautiful penthouse, 
4 rooms, Shabbat elevator, 60m  balconies with 
panoramic view, high ceilings, storageroom,  
2 parkings, Rare!
OLD KATAMON - New small  Project, 3/4/5/6 
rooms, great location, garden or sukkah balcony,  
luxury, quiet, storage, parking, Rare!
GERMAN COLONY - Unique Property! Plot of 
more than Dunam, permit to build up to 1250m 
with pool, huge garden, ground floor of Arabic 
style house, high ceilings, prime location. Rare!



www.rris.idc.ac.il

For more information:
 +972 9 9602700
 +972 54 5628121
  rris.master@idc.ac.il

GRADUATE 
ONLINE 
INFO 
SESSIONS
WITH THE HEADS OF 
PROGRAM

MBA in Healthcare 
Innovation
Sunday, June 20, 19:00
MA Organizational 
Behavior & Development
Sunday, June 20, 20:30
MA Behavioral Economics
Wednesday, June 30, 19:00
One Year MBA & GMBA
Wednesday, June 30, 20:30

PERFECT FOR VETERAN 
ISRAELIS WHO WANT 
TO PURSUE THEIR 
CAREERS, STUDY IN 
ENGLISH, AND HAVE 
AN UNDERGRADUATE 
DEGREE  FROM 
ABROAD OR ISRAEL

RAPHAEL RECANATI 
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
at IDC HERZLIYA

LIVE IN ISRAEL, STUDY IN ENGLISH


