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Geulat Yisrael #6 
A Land of 
Heritage 

In the aftermath of the egel debacle, 
Moshe davened furiously on behalf 
of his fallen people. After accepting 

Moshe’s tefilla and granting absolution to 
the nation, Hashem offers Moshe a more 
“effective” form of prayer. Hashem Himself 
figuratively dons a tallit and recites the list 
of 13 middot- 13 attributes of mercy. 

A full year passes and once again the Jews 
are entangled in national crisis- this time 
the tragedy of the meraglim, spies. Moshe 
finds himself once again praying on 
behalf of Jewish survival. He implements 
this Divine tefilla of 13 middot and once 
again staves off Jewish annihilation. Yet 
Moshe omits the phrase which alludes to 
our zechut Avot. Moshe doesn’t mention 
the words ‘notzer chesed la’alafim’ which 
describes Hashem as invoking the merit of 
our ancestors. 

Commenting on this omission, the Ramban 
alleges that zechut Avot is unavailable to 
people who spurn the land which the Avot 
dedicated their entire lives to. Throughout 
sefer Breishit, the Avot struggled to gain 
a toehold in the land promised to them 
by G-d. By scorning the land of Israel and 
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fomenting the population against entry, 
the spies waived their ‘right’ to any zechut 
Avot. Commitment to the land of Israel 
warrants zechut Avot; neglect of this land 
forfeits it.

The land of Israel is referred to both as a gift 
(matanah) as well as a heritage (morasha), 
(Shemot 6:8). Having been absent from 
home for 2000 years, our return to Israel 
has the feel of a gift from G-d. We have been 
restored to historical relevance, as the great 
final drama of redemption has begun. It is a 
gift to be the generation chosen to participate 
in the conclusion of history. Our success- 
despite the global opposition we face- has the 
continued feel of a Heavenly gift. 

Yet Israel is also a heritage land- a terrain 
which our Avot inhabited as they intro-
duced a religious revolution to humanity. 
By living in their land and ascending their 
mountains, we walk in their historical foot-
steps. For thousands of years the book of 
Breishit seemed like a remote story of leg-
ends; it had an ancient quality. Our return 
to Israel has made this book more contem-
porary and relevant. We walk their paths, 
visit their graves, and once again we study 
“their book”. Renewed interest in the study 
of Tanach is a manifestation of our return 
to the land of history. Israel as ‘morasha’ or 
heritage-land serves as a historical gateway 
to an earlier era in our national experience. 
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If Israel is a heritage land it also shapes 
our decisions and policies. We live in 
Israel “under obligation” to previous gen-
erations, and specifically to the founding 
fathers who first set roots in this land. 
Our decisions – large and small- cannot be 
based purely on convenience or political 
expediency.  As current residents in this 
land we are “historical delegates” repre-
senting generations of Jews who dreamed 
of glimpsing at the landscapes we freely 
traverse. Our Avot were endowed with 
Divine promises which were delayed by 
thousands of years. Our lives are the ful-
fillment of those prophecies and we aren’t 
permitted to make fully independent deci-
sions. Both personal and public decisions 
must account for the expectations of our 
Avot and of previous generations whose 
interests we represent and whose dreams 
we actualize. A heritage-land carries expec-
tations and responsibilities.

A heritage-land also requires patience and 
confidence. Avraham has waited patiently 
but confidently for 3700 years. During this 
wait history has shifted wildly and often 
his dreams seemed unrealistic. However, 
G-d’s word is eternal, and many of those 
original promises have begun to surge 
right “before” our fortunate eyes. We some-
times grow impatient about the pace of our 
return and about a revolution which some-
times lags. We have returned to the land of 
people who have “waited”. If they wait, we 
can wait along with them. We hope that our 
eyes will witness the full return. Until that 
occurs, we savor the scenes our eyes have 
already witnessed but we wait- with con-
fidence. History may shift but prophecies 
never die. 

Best of 
Broadway   
The Jewish 
Connection
Monday June 7 | 20:00
Keren Kagarlitsky 
conductor
Simon Cohen singer
Colin Schachat, singer
The Portnoy Brothers 

 1-700-70-4000
www.jso .co . i l


