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Contrary to popular thought, Moshe never 
sent any Meraglim. This week’s Haftara 
is all about the spies - the Meraglim - that 
Yehoshua deployed, but nowhere in the 
books of Bamidbar or Devarim is the term 
‘Meraglim’ mentioned. Instead, the term 
used in the Parasha is ‘תרים’ (Bamidbar 14:6).

Fascinatingly, the term ‘תור’ appears at the 
end of our Parasha as well, in the Parasha 
of Tzitzit – “ולא תתורו אחרי לבבכם”.

Even though the official etymology of the 
English word ‘tourist’ places its origin in 
Early French, I find it hard to believe that 
the biblical term ‘Latur’ from our Parasha 
had no influence. 

Tourism is by definition a temporary 
endeavor, stepping away from regular life 
in order to experience the abnormal and 
the exotic. And yet, the plan is always to 
return home at some stage to normal life, 
but until then: “What happens in Vegas 
stays in Vegas!” 

In Shmuel Bet 12:4, the Yetzer Hara is 
described as a ‘Helech’ - a traveler who 
comes knocking at our door. The call of the 
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wild echoes through the chambers of our 
heart and mind, seducing us and enticing 
us down paths of chaos and into reckless 
pursuits. We can always convince ourselves 
that any lapse will only be temporary and 
that it will not ‘change who we are’, but in 
our souls we know that this is not true. Even 
a temporary transgression is wrong, and 
taking a detour from truth, even ‘just this 
one time’ – ultimately leads us astray.   

Our Parasha ties together both ideas – 
Tourism and Tzitzit - in a timeless warning: 
 heed the hidden danger - ולא תתורו אחרי לבבכם
in the call to wander and stray. The Torah 
shows us the narrow path of life - some-
times straggling and fraying, often tightly 
strung, and knotted throughout with the 
moral challenges that are woven into the 
very fabric of our lives.

And yet, a single strand of brightest blue, a 
thread of clarity in its truest form, stands 
witness to an eternal truth. The Tzitzit are 
a constant reminder: Do not wander off the 
path! Retain your focus, and always resist 
the temptations of your inner tourist.

Moshe Domnitch 
Efrat, 11th Grade
The Truth about 
Techelet

This week’s Parsha isn’t just about the 
meraglim. We are also introduced to a very 
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important mitzva -- tzitzit and techelet. 
There is tremendous meaning and symbol-
ism in techelet.

In this week’s Parsha it states:

תכלת  פתיל  הכנף  ציצית  על  "ונתנו  לח-לט  טו:  "פרק 

והיה להם לציצית וראיתם אתו וזכרתם את כל מצות ה' 

ועשיתם אתם”  

“And they shall place upon the tzitzit of each 
corner a thread of techelet. It will be tzitzit 
for you and you shall see it and you shall 
remember the mitzvot of Hashem and do 
them…”

Why does it say, “it will be tzitzit for you”? 
The Rambam explains in Mishna Torah, 
Hilchot Tzitzit 1:5, that they are not two mitz-
vot (the white and the techelet). Together, 
they form the tzitzit. Although there are 
other Rishonim who consider techelet a 
separate mitzvah, they wouldn’t deny that 
they’re tied together. 

Now we have established the importance of 
techelet towards the function of tzitzit, but 
what is the importance towards its mean-
ing?

According to the Ramban, the words 

“וראיתם אתו וזכרתם את כל מצות ה' ועשיתם אתם“   

“and you shall see it and you shall remem-
ber all the mitzvot of Hashem and do them.” 

 is singular and  refers to the thread of - "אתו"
techelet, meaning that the techelet thread is 
what reminds you of the mitzvot. As it says 
in Gemara Menachot 43B “What distin-
guishes techelet from all other types of dye? 
The techelet is similar to the sea and the sea 
is similar to the sky and the sky is similar to 
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the throne of glory.”

In the words of Rabbi Avraham Twerski, 
zt”l, “Color is an emotional experience. 
Techelet is the emotional reminder of the 
bond between ourselves and Hashem and 
how we get closer to Hashem with Ahavas 
Hashem, the love of Hashem, the love of 
Torah and Mitzvos.”

Just as our avodat Hashem is not complete 
without the Beit Hamikdash, so too, the 
mitzvah of tzitzit is not complete without 
techelet. May Moshiach come soon and clar-
ify the identity of the true techelet so that we 
may all perform this mitzvah to its fullest. 


