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K’vod 
Shamayim

Rebbe Yisrael of Rizhin, zy’a, was 
imprisoned for almost two years by 
the Czarist government of Russia. 

Not only was he a victim of false charges, 
but also the betrayal by anti-religious 
maskilim, assimilated Jews. During the 
course of his incarceration, the tzadik 
bore his suffering with incredible mesirus 
nefesh and nobility of spirit. When the 
chassidim saw their beloved Rebbe, the 
paradigm of royalty and leadership, being 
dragged away, they were brokenhearted 
and despondent. The Rhiziner reminded 
them that he was a descendant of David 
haMelech who also suffered at the hands 
of his enemies, and assured them he would 
survive the ordeal and remain their faithful 
shepherd. The Rebbe’s chassidim were 
comforted; the Rebbe was indeed strong, a 
man of unbreakable emunah.

After a few months, a group of chassidim 
managed to pay a hefty bribe to the offi-
cials and visit their Rebbe in prison. Much 
to their surprise and dismay, they found the 

Rhizner beside himself, weeping intensely. 
The Rizhiner turned to them and said, גַּם 

ֵגיא ַצְלָמֶות י־ֵאֵלְך בְּ  Even though I walk in the‘“ ,כִּ
valley of the shadow of death’ — although 
I am locked away in this terrible dungeon 
 .I am not afraid of the evil here לֹא־ִאיָרא ָרע —
There is one thing, however, that is simply 
too much to bear: ִדי ִעמָּ ה  י־ַאתָּ  ,that You ,כִּ
Hashem, are with me in this degradation, 
and are bound together with me in this 
humiliating galus… Oy! that the Shechinah 
haKedoshah should have to suffer such 
indignity and lowliness...”

After the embarrassing failure of the cheit 
haMeraglim, Moshe Rabbeinu begs for 
Hashem’s mercy: ְסַלח־ָנא ַלֲעון ָהָעם ַהזֶּה, “Par-
don, I pray, the iniquity of this people 
according to Your great kindness…” ַוּיֹאֶמר 
ְדָבֶרָך כִּ י  ָסַלְחתִּ  And Hashem said, ‘I have“ ,ה׳ 
forgiven them according to your words; 
however, ל־ָהָאֶרץ ֶאת־כָּ ה׳  ְכבוֹד  ֵלא  ְוִימָּ  as ,ַחי־ָאִני 
surely as I live and as the glory of Hashem’s 
Presence fills the earth, none of the men 
who have seen My Presence and the signs 
that I have performed in Egypt and in the 
wilderness, and who have tried Me these 
ten times and have disobeyed Me shall see 
the land that I promised to their fathers; 
none of those who provoked Me shall see 
it.” (14:19-23)

Rashi explains that the Divine reply, “I have 
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forgiven them according to your words,” 
was Hashem’s decision (so to speak) to 
not eliminate Am Yisrael, and this was to 
prevent a desecration of His own Name, 
as Moshe asserted, “lest the nations of the 
world claim that Hashem doesn’t have 
power to bring them into Eretz Yisrael….”   

Regarding this teaching in Rashi, Rebbe 
Dov Beirish Weidenfeld, the Tchebiner Rav, 
zy’a, declared, מצוה לפרסם, “It’s a mitzvah to 
publicize this,” so people will know that 
it was not Moshe’s prayer for rachmanus 
on Am Yisrael that resulted in our being 
spared. Rather the specific ‘tefillah’ that 
saved us was Moshe’s mention of k’vod 
Shamayim, the honor of Heaven — his 
concern for Hashem’s ‘public image’. And 
in the merit of one’s ‘compassion’ on the 
Shechinah haKedoshah, one’s tefillos are 
answered.

An expression is found in a Halachic 
context in Choshen Mishpat regarding 
contractual law: שורה התחתונה, “the bottom 
line”. The Chofetz Chaim urges us that 
whenever we make calculations, consider 
choices, and opportunities, we must look to 
‘the bottom line’, K’vod Shamayim — what 
profit, gain, or benefit will come to the Rib-
bono Shel Olam… 

We can become stuck in our own mistakes, 
travails or challenges, bemoaning our per-
sonal set-backs and losses. And yet, etched 
in our soul is the perspective revealed by 
Yeshayahu HaNavi (63:9): B’chol tzaro-
sam, lo tza’ar, “In all their troubles He was 
troubled.” This essential, empathetic iden-
tification with the Shechinah haKedoshah 
drives our focus on the bigger picture, the 

bottom line, K’vod Shomayim, God’s well-
being, as it were, not merely our own. And 
our ultimate prayer is always answered: 
in our successful moments and spiritual 
or national victories, as well as in our low 
moments and struggles, Hashem is always 
with us. 

Are you interested in a high-level  
Gemara shiur in English on Zoom?

The shiur is given by Rabbi Hillel Ruvel 
- Rosh Kollel at Yeshivas Beis Yisroel 
in Neve Yaakov -  from 4:30-5:30pm, 

Sundays, Mondays, Wednesdays & 
Thursdays. Zoom details are in Torah 

Tidbits (see schedule). If you have 
further questions, please contact Danny 
Taragin, 052 8464249 (also whatsapp).

- Now learning Masechet Temura -

US Citizenship for your 
Children and Grandchildren 

 
Michele Coven Wolgel 
Attorney and Notary  

Specializing in American Immigration and 
Naturalization Law 
for over 30 years 

IMMEDIATE FILING CRITICAL TO 
QUALIFY FOR NEW STIMULUS!!! 

www.wolgelaw.co.il 
www.facebook.com/uscitizenshipinfo 

lawyer@wolgelaw.co.il 
Tel: 02 590 3444 
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