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This week's Torah Tidbits cover image!
Photo By: Marion Reiss. This photo was taken by my daughter, Linda Wolicki,  

who made aliya in 1993, and raised her family here.
Meaning: She would always take my husband z"l and myself to walk the beautiful places of Israel, and this site 

was an annual excursion. She imbued us with an appreciation of the natural beauty of the land, and that is why with 
her permission I submitted this latest photo.
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As I mentioned last 
week, due to Shavuot and 
our printing deadline, my 
message was written early. 
Therefore, I would like to 

take the opportunity this week to share 
some reflections on Shavuot. 

I have the zechut of living in Givat Ze’ev. 
One of the reasons my wife and I chose to 
live in Givat Ze’ev is the beautiful blend of 
Klal Yisrael. We have Jews of all different 
backgrounds in the community, includ-
ing Karlin-Stoliner Chassidim. The beauty 
is that when I moved to the community 
almost 15 years ago and asked my secular 
neighbors about the Karliner Chassidim, 
they all expressed tremendous warmth 
and admiration for them. Personally, all 
of my interactions with them have been 
extremely positive. 

While davening mincha on Erev 
Shavuot tens of ambulances went by, fol-
lowed by army helicopters. One of my 
secular neighbors came to the Shul to tell 
us the news reported that the bleachers col-
lapsed by the Karliner Chassidim and many 
people were injured. My minyan consists 
of Jews from all different backgrounds, 
and everyone was incredibly worried and 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

took out Tehillim to daven for their refuah. 
Nobody in our minyan personally knew 
these Chassidim, but everyone in the com-
munity was concerned. Later that night I 
was walking around Givat Ze’ev giving shi-
urim, and wherever you walked you saw 
these wonderful Karliner Chassidim. There 
was a feeling of Tisha B’Av on Shavuot - an 
unsettling feeling I have not had before and 
daven I won’t have again.

While the passing of any Jew is too hard 
to bear, after seeing so many ambulances 
coming here and the number of people 
injured, in a sense it is a bracha that there 
were not more than 2 deaths from this 
tragedy. The precious 23 year old and 13 
year old who died were entire worlds and 
we mourn them painfully and deeply, but 
there is a certain nechama for the commu-
nity recognizing that it could have been 
so much worse. Since so many Chassidim 
missed davening with their Rebbe during 
the past year of the pandemic, it was par-
ticularly full this year with thousands of 
Chassidim gathering together for the Chag 
as life returns to normal post-corona. 

At the same time as I was walking 
around Givat Ze’ev, I was thinking about 
Rabbi Sam Shor, David Katz and others 
from the OU Israel staff, including Rabbi 
Moshe Hauer (OU Executive Vice President) 
who gave the closing shiur, learning with a 
group of OU Israel family members in our 
building. Prior to the shiurim, Rabbi and EFRAT

02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 79,202

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel
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Rebbetzin Shor hosted a festive, sold-out 
JCHAT dinner for young professionals at 
the OU Israel Center. 

After Yuntif I was told that we had 
approximately 150 people learning Torah 
at the OU Israel Center, and it was such 
an uplifting thing to hear. We are work-
ing tirelessly to encourage people to leave 
their homes and go back to their spiritual 
and social programs at the OU Israel Center 
and around the country. Baruch Hashem 
we have the opportunity to learn Torah 
together in-person with our rebbeim, 
teachers, and friends. Online opportuni-
ties are still available and important for 
those unable to leave their homes, but 
the more people we see coming to the OU 
Israel Center, the more smiles we can give 
out, and you can share with us. This past 
year, we missed out on our OU Israel family 
coming to our building, and we really want 
to see everyone returning. 

On a separate note, I feel it is important 
to give a tremendous thanks to the fami-
lies and friends of our brave IDF soldiers 
- and of course the soldiers themselves. 
Due to Covid-19, the IDF rightfully set strict 
guidelines limiting how often and when 
the soldiers could go home. As I mentioned 
previously, I have a son in the tank unit, 
and we saw him very infrequently during 
the year. Often, the soldiers didn’t leave 
their bases for weeks at a time. Operation 
Guardian of the Walls came at the end of 
20+ days that my son and so many other 
soldiers were not home, and due to the 
war the soldiers were once again required 
to stay in the army. B”H after the ceasefire 
was called at 2am, my son sent us a mes-
sage at 4am that he was on his way home 

Best of 
Broadway   
The Jewish 
Connection
Monday June 7 | 20:00
Keren Kagarlitsky 
conductor
Simon Cohen singer
Colin Schachat, singer
The Portnoy Brothers 

 1-700-70-4000
www.jso .co . i l
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for Shabbat. After over a month of not 
being home, seeing him and giving him a 
gigantic hug in the Shuk, where we met on 
Friday, was incredibly special. 

While the three ideas which I shared 
this week - the Karliner Chassidim, Shavuot 
at the OU Israel Center, and seeing my cha-
yal son - may seem like separate ideas, they 
are intertwined in my mind. They all illus-
trate how much we need to give endless 
thanks to Hakadosh Baruch Hu for bring-
ing our lives back to a sense of normalcy. 
Let’s move forward following 

לנפשותיכם“ מאד   and pray for ”ונשמרתם 
safer times and the final redemption. 

Avi, 
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of  
RCA Israel Region

Parshat Beha'alotcha is one of the richest of 
the parshiot of the Torah. In it the prepa-
ration to march to the Land is completed; 
off we go, the march begins.  It is the pivot 
from the sublime to the practical, from the 
ideal to the real, from theory to practice. In 
other words: people, warts and all come to 
the fore. There is complaining, disappoint-
ment, pettiness, disputes, frustrations. 
It is communal life in Technicolor. And 
that is its profundity. You see, if we were 
to stop the Torah here, we would imagine 
Jewish life to be a fairytale:  G-d promised 
the Land, sweeps us out of slavery, gives 
us the Torah, wants to dwell in our midst, 
creates a place of rendezvous of man and 
G-d, gives us days to meet with Him, and 

KI TEITZEI instructs us in choreographed detail how to 
march in life with Him.  Beautiful. Then we 
would look at our lives – feeling parched, 
distant, chaotic – where is He, where is the 
order, the choreography, the Mikdash? We 
could feel the Torah is a fairytale, of living 
with G-d in a way we are unfamiliar.  

But then there is Beha'alotcha and the 
rest of Bamidbar. As if G-d says: I have 
shown you the ideal. And I know full well 
your complexities. I expect some of you to 
be dissatisfied, bored, jealous, resentful. 
Skeptical, cautious, weak. Man is very very 
complex. I, G-d says, know that perfectly 
well: I made you that way. Your job as a peo-
ple is to figure out a way to live reaching for 
the ideal while living all the complexity that 
man is: all the differences, the divisions, the 
struggles, the talents, the weaknesses and 
the aspirations. Beha'alotcha assures us 
that the ideal is to aspire to, while the real 
is to manage.  

1st aliya  (Bamidbar 8:1-14) 
Aharon is instructed to light the 
Menorah. The instructions con-

cerning how the Leviim are to be purified 
and inaugurated through immersion and 
offerings are given. In so doing the Leviim 
are to be separated to be Mine.

These are the last verses of communal, 
national preparation to march to the Land.  
The Leviim are to serve the Kohanim.

2nd aliya (8:15-26) The Leviim are 
to replace the first-born who are 
Mine after the plague of the first-

born. The Leviim are to assist the Kohanim 
in maintaining the sanctity of the Mikdash.  
They are inaugurated and purified. They 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

BEHA'ALOTCHA

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.



OU ISRAEL CENTER         9

are to serve from ages 25-50, but not to do 
the offerings.

Just as for the Kohanim and for the leaders, 
the ceremony of inauguration impresses 
on the Leviim that their special status is not 
mere privilege; it is service of the people, 
and service of G-d. A sense of entitlement 
or of privilege is the poison of communal 
life; a sense of service, its elixir.

3rd aliya (9:1-14) Moshe instructs 
the people to do the Pesach in the 
first month of the second year.  

They do so, though some are unable due to 
their Tuma impurity. They query Moshe as 
to why they should be denied bringing the 
Pesach due to contact with the dead. Moshe 
defers to what G-d will tell him. He is 
instructed: all who are unable to do the 
Pesach in its proper time, due to Tuma or 
being distant from the Mikdash, may do it 
in the second month.

Even though the book of Bamidbar began 
on Rosh Chodesh of the 2nd month in the 
2nd year, we have here a description of the 
first Pesach observed after leaving Egypt, 
which is on the 14th of the 1st month. Seems 
to be out of order. And the description of 
all the leader’s offerings in Naso occurred 
on the first days of the 1st month. But the 
out of order is deliberate, for it wants to 
juxtapose the beginning of the March with 
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discussing how to continue to operate the 
Zula when the teenagers aren’t always 
interested in compiling with corona 
guidelines, such as not properly wearing 
their masks. Due to Corona, the Zula is 
operating outside its usual location on 
Yaffo Street since we cannot be inside. 
The cold in Yerushalayim was frigid, and 
my hands remained in my pockets while 
I shuffled my body to try and stay warm. 
Yet, a few meters in front of me our Zula 
counselors were strumming their guitars 
and sitting calmly as they listened to the 
youth unburden themselves. They were 
seeing the potential in these kids and 
watering them with acceptance and love 
because they know that they will be the 
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish 
people. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 78,424
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pace – and David Zwebner from Ashkelon Properties,
with over 45 years of experience, can help guide
you to the best possible property available. Choose
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construction. See why Ashkelon is the answer!

They’re selling fast, and for good reason!

A dazzling sea-view, 
kosher restaurants, friendly
Anglo neighbors, all in 
vibrant Ashkelon, and all for 
just a 15% down payment,
it’s a win-win investment!

In memory of
Miriam & Rabbi Yitzchok 
(Itchie) Lowenbraun z"l

of  Baltimore MD
אוהב את הבריות ומקרבן לתורה

Yisrael and Laura Woolf
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the uncertainty of Moshe and Pesach. 
The theme of our book is the march to 
the Land of Israel. The leader’s offerings 
display their self-perception: we are ser-
vants of G-d, not self-serving. So too the 
bringing of the Pesach.  We are all, all of 
us, servants of G-d, not self-serving. And 
the inquiry to Moshe from those who are 
impure is dramatic foreshadowing. Even 
though everything has fallen into place per-
fectly – the camp is set, the Mishkan in the 
middle, the leaders altruistic, the people 
dedicated – but get ready. Because things 
unexpected are, well, to be expected. All 
the planning in the world cannot avoid the 
expected unexpected of life. And that is the 
powerful theme of the rest of this parsha, 
foreshadowed by the uncertainty of how to 
accommodate the impure and their Pesach.  
Things are going to happen that you just 
didn’t expect.

4th aliya (9:15-10:10) The cloud 
descended on the Mishkan by 
day; by night it appeared as a fire.  

When it lifted, the people traveled; where it 
settled, the people settled.  It could remain 
in place for a long time or just overnight, or 
a few days or a month. The people 
encamped and traveled by Divine signal.  
Moshe was instructed to make 2 silver 
trumpets. When both were sounded, the 

people were to gather; when just 1, the 
leaders would gather. A teruah would sig-
nal to travel; tekia, to gather. In wartime, 
sound a teruah; on holidays and joyful 
occasions, sound a tekiah.

This aliya poetically describes Jewish travel: 
guided by the Divine, while called by the 
trumpets. It is the Divine-human partner-
ship. He calls; we call. So while guided by 
G-d, it is we who manage the people. And 
that foreshadows all that is to come; the 
messy business of managing people.  

5th aliya  (10:11-34) On the 20th of 
the 2nd month the cloud lifted; the 
people traveled from the desert 

of Sinai to the desert of Paran. The camp 
traveled just as had been instructed; each 
tribe in its designated position. Moshe 
asked his father-in-law Chovev (Yitro) to 
travel with them, for his insight would be 
valuable.  He demurred, returning to his 
land.  They traveled for 3 days.

The march to the land of Israel begins.  
And Moshe is well aware of its challenges.  
While he is unique in the workings of the 
Divine, his father in law Yitro has shown 
how masterful he is in the workings of 
the people. He desperately wants Yitro’s 
guidance in managing the inevitable, the 
expected unexpected. Although Moshe 
knows the challenges of life that await 
him, even he is surprised at how quickly 
the challenges of human foibles arise.

6th aliya (10:35-11:29) Moshe 
would pray upon travel: G-d, 
disperse Your enemies. And upon 

rest: Return the myriads. The people com-
plained, angering both G-d and Moshe, a 

In loving memory of  
our beloved wife, mother, grandmother, 

great-grandmother
שרה רבקה בת זאב ע"ה

Shirley Tolchinsky a"h
on her 6th Yahrzeit, כ"א סיון

Tolchinsky, Robinson, Lieberman Families
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fire burning on the camp’s edge. They 
called to Moshe, Moshe prayed and the fire 
abated. A group amongst them cried for 
meat, recalling the fish and produce they 
ate freely of in Egypt: We are parched with 
just this Manna. G-d and Moshe were 
angry. Moshe complained: am I to hold 
them like a baby? Where am I to find meat 
to feed them all? I cannot bear them alone.  
G-d responded:  gather 70 elders. I will give 
them some of your spirit and they will 
assist you. And I will provide meat. G-d’s 
spirit flowed to the 70 elders; Eldad and 
Medad continued to prophecy.  

Here begins the rest of the book of 
Bamidbar: the pivot from the ideal world 
of Divine guidance to the real world of 
human complexity. The first complaint 
comes fast; and we aren’t even told what 
they are complaining about. Because life 
will never be satisfying to everyone. The 
second complaint, the complaint for meat, 
is the dissatisfaction of the Manna.  It is 
boredom. Desire for pleasure, for colour 
and variety. Though an obvious distor-
tion of reality: is the grass of Egypt really 
greener, was Egypt truly so pleasant? G-d 
will provide the meat.  The elders will pro-
vide assistance. But as for the burden of 
cuddling the infant that Moshe feels he has 
been unfairly burdened with? As my friend 
Shmuel Goldin points out: that, Moshe, is 
what leadership is. Assisting the people as 
their nurse? That is the lot of the leader.  
You’ll need to learn that on your own.

7th aliya (11:30-12:16) A wind 
brought quail, covering the earth.  
The place was called Kivrot 

Hataava. Miriam and Aharon spoke ill of 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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5 mitzvot; 3 positives, 2 prohibitions. 
To illustrate the "lopsided" distribution of mitzvot in the 
Torah, B'haalot'cha has more mitzvot than 28 other sedras, 
and fewer mitzvot than 25 sedras. Only 5 mitzvot and it's in 
the top half.

MITZVOT

STATS

36th of the 54 sedras; 3rd of 10 in Bamidbar
Written on 240 lines, ranks 10 
16 Parshiyot; 11 open, 5 closed 
One of the parshiyot (a S'TUMA) is separated from the parshiyot 
before and after it by more than blank space (as is usual) - 
namely, backwards NUNs. Consequently, it is the "loneliest", 
most isolated of all parshiyot in the Torah 
136 p'sukim, ranks 11th, 4th in Bamidbar
1840 words, ranks 12th, 3rd in Bamidbar
7055 letters, ranks 12th, 4th in Bamidbar

Moshe’s wife; Moshe was the humblest of all 
people. G-d spoke to Moshe, Aharon and 
Miriam, calling to Aharon and Miriam. I 
speak to you in dreams: not so to Moshe.  He, 
I speak to, face to face.  Miriam became lep-
rous. Moshe prayed for her healing.  

The complaints continue; this time from an 
unexpected source, Aharon and Miriam.  
This challenge is brief but powerful. The 
challenges, conflicts, disagreements that 
arise in life are not to be seen as pettiness 
and weakness alone. Even the greatest of the 
great of our people can have disagreements 
with our leaders. That is a crucial perspec-
tive on all the challenges to come; human 
beings will never be free of disagreement or 
challenge. It is not just lusting for meat. It is 
even the holiest of the holy who legitimately, 
but here incorrectly, question our most holy 
of leaders. 

HAFTORAH FOR  
BEHA'ALOTCHA  

ZECHARIAH 2:14 - 4:7

The highlight of the haftorah describes 
the beautiful golden Menorah in the Beit 
Hamikdash. This parallels the Menorah 

mentioned at the opening of the parsha, 
which was lit daily by Aaron the High Priest.

The vision comes to Zechariah prior to the 
building of the second Beit Hamikdash. We 
are able to get a sense from the wording in 
this passage of the great joy that would prevail 
with God’s presence returning to Jerusalem.

The Almighty also speaks of the great 
reward that will be given to Joshua, the 
first High Priest to serve in the second Beit 
Hamikdash, if he and his descendants fol-
low the directives of the Torah. The ultimate 
reward is, “Behold! I will bring My servant, 
the Shoot,” an allusion to Mashiach, the 
Shoot of David.

The prophet then describes the actual sev-
en-branched Menorah that he is able to 
discern in a prophecy. Its deeper meaning 
is to be understood in the following way: 
“Not by military force and not by physical 
strength, but by My spirit…” The light of 
the Menorah represents the power of the 
Mashiach to fulfill his task and bring good-
ness and light to the world. 

 May the learning from this issue of 
 Torah Tidbits serve as an עילוי 

for the נשמה טהורה of  our dear son
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In this week's parsha there is the story 
of the murmurings of the people. G-d 
instructs Moshe that the solution is within 
the seventy elders of Israel. 

(Bamidbar 11:16) "And G-d said to Moshe, 
Gather unto Me seventy men of the elders 
of Israel."

How could the gathering of these elders 
serve to resolve the murmurings and 
complaints of the people?  Rabbi Shimshon 
Rafael Hirsch answers that G-d was really 
saying to Moshe "Although they complain 
about the lack of physical needs like meat, 
it is clear that what is actually lacking in 
the Jewish people is spirituality- faith". 
Therefore, gather seventy men from the 
elders of the nation, who have witnessed 
great miracles of G-d, and let some of the 
spirit within them shine out to the rest 
of the nation. Grant the people spiritual 
nourishment that they may be satiated and 
appreciate the gifts that G-d has attained 
for them. Once this goal is reached, they 
will no longer cry out for meat. 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Earning 
Self-Esteem

It was a lesson I learned long ago, when 
I was a high school classroom teacher. 
I was new at this line of work and 

found that my greatest challenge was to 
find ways to motivate the students. I tried 
various approaches, which all were basi-
cally attempts to motivate by giving. I tried 
giving special prizes and awards, granting 
extra privileges, and even resorting to out-
right bribery in order to get the students 
to pay attention, do their homework, and 
learn the subject matter. 

It was a wise mentor who taught me that 
you can’t motivate students by giving to 
them. Rather, you must find ways to encour-
age them to give to others. The student who 
gives to others feels important, and it is the 
consequent sense of self-esteem which is 
the most powerful motivator of all. 

I’ll never forget the first time I tried that 
strategy. I approached the most recalcitrant 

student in the entire class. He happened to 
be a very bright young man, who was, in 
today’s terminology, “totally turned off” to 
his studies. 

I asked him to assist two weaker students 
with their daily assignment. I caught him 
completely off guard, so that his reaction 
was one of utter surprise. 

“Who, me?” he exclaimed. “Why should I 
help those two dunces? If they can’t figure 
it out for themselves, let them flunk.” 

Although I was convinced that any appeal 
to his sense of altruism would be futile, I 
nevertheless gave it a try. I told him that for 
a society to function successfully the haves 
must help the have-nots, the strong must 
aid the weak, and those who are blessed 
with talent must share their gifts with those 
who were less fortunate. 

It was the phrase “blessed with talent” that 
did the trick, for he responded, “Do you 
really think I’m blessed with talent? I guess 
you’re right. I am a talented dude, and I’m 
going to try to teach those blockheads a 
thing or two. But if I don’t succeed, it won’t 
be my fault!”

He did succeed, and very dramatically. And 
he recognized that if he was to succeed 
again at this tutorial task, he would have to 
be even better prepared next time. He went 
home that night and studied hard and was 

MAZEL TOV to
Marvin & Tirtza Jotkowitz

on the engagement of their
granddaughter

Kayla Greenberg to Shimon Schwab
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indeed even more successful with his two 
“blockheads” the next day.

I won’t go on to provide the details of my 
strategy of applying this technique to the 
rest of the class. Instead I want to demon-
strate that this secret of human motivation 
is implicit in a brief passage in this week’s 
Torah portion, Beha’alotecha. In this par-
sha, the Torah devotes all of the tenth 
chapter of Numbers to a detailed descrip-
tion of the sequence in which the tribes 
marched through the desert. About two 
thirds of the way into this chapter, we 
unexpectedly encounter the following con-
versational interlude: 

And Moses said to Chovav, son of Reuel the 
Midianite, Moses’ father-in-law, “We are set-
ting out for the place of which the Lord has 
said, ‘I will give it to you.’ Come with us and 
we will be generous with you; for the Lord 
has promised to be generous to Israel.”

“’I will not go,’ he replied to him, ‘but will 
return to my native land.’”

“He said, ‘Please do not leave us, inasmuch 
as you know where we should camp in the 
wilderness and can be our guide [literally 
read as “eyes”]. So if you come with us, we 
will extend to you the same bounty that the 
Lord grants us.’” (Numbers 10:29-32) 

That ends the dialogue, and we are never 
explicitly told whether or not Moses’ second 
attempt at persuasion convinced Chovav to 
accompany the Children of Israel. His first 
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attempt, promising to be generous to him, 
was rejected emphatically by Chovav with 
a resounding, “I will not go!”

What did Moses change in his second 
attempt? Quite simply, he told Chovav 
that he would not be merely the passive 
recipient of another’s generosity. Rather, 
Moses assured Chovav that he had exper-
tise which was indispensable to the Jewish 
people. He could give them the guidance 
through the wilderness that they desper-
ately required. He would not just be a taker, 
but a giver as well. 

In short, Moses was appealing to Chovav’s 
sense of self-esteem. He was saying to him, 
“You are an important person. Your talents 
are needed. You are an actor with a part to 
play in this drama.” 

What I was doing, as a fledgling teacher 
so many years ago, to that turned-off stu-
dent, was essentially precisely what Moses 
was trying to do with Chovav in his second 
attempt to convince him to accompany 
the Children of Israel upon their journey 
through the desert. 

When reading the text, one can easily 

assume that Moses learned a great lesson 
which caused him to abandon the strategy 
of promising to be generous. Instead, he 
adopted an entirely different strategy, one 
which conveyed the message to Chovav 
that he would not merely be a consumer 
of favors. Rather, he would earn the Lord’s 
generosity because of the valuable contri-
bution that he would make, and that only 
he could make. 

There is a lesson here not just for teach-
ers and students, or leaders and followers. 
There is a lesson here for all of us in deal-
ing with other human beings. We must be 
sensitive to their needs for self-esteem. 
We must recognize their talents and what 
they can bring to bear upon whatever task 
lies at hand. When a person is convinced 
of his or her own importance and value, 
he or she will be motivated and will act 
accordingly. 

Understanding the dialogue between 
Moses and Chovav in this manner allows 
us to readily accept the conclusion of our 
Sages. They filled in the “rest of the story” 
and assured us that Chovav was finally con-
vinced by Moses’ second argument and did 
indeed join his fate and those of his descen-
dants to the destiny of the Jewish people. 
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Power or 
Influence?

There is a lovely moment in this 
week’s parsha that shows Moses 
at the height of his generosity as a 

leader. It comes after one of his deepest 
moments of despair. The people, as is their 
wont, have been complaining, this time 
about the food. They are tired of the manna. 
They want meat instead. Moses, appalled 
that they have not yet learned to accept the 
hardships of freedom, prays to die. “If this 
is how You are going to treat me,” he says 
to God, “please go ahead and kill me right 
now – if I have found favour in Your eyes – 
and do not let me face my own ruin.” (Num. 
11:15)

God tells him to appoint seventy elders to 
help him with the burdens of leadership. He 
does so, and the Divine Spirit rests on them. 

But it also rests on two other men, Eldad 
and Medad, who were not among the cho-
sen seventy. Evidently Moses had selected 
six men out of each of the twelve tribes, 
making 72, and then removed Eldad and 
Medad by lot. Nonetheless, they too were 
caught up in the moment of inspiration.1

Joshua, Moses’ deputy, warns that this is 
a potential threat, but Moses replies with 
splendid magnanimity: “Are you jealous for 
my sake? I wish that all the Lord’s people 
were Prophets and that the Lord would put 
His Spirit upon each of them!’ (Num. 11:29)

This contrasts sharply with Moses’ conduct 
later when his leadership is challenged by 
Korach and his followers. On that occasion 
he showed no gentleness or generosity. 
To the contrary, in effect he prays that the 
ground swallow them up, that “they go 
down alive into the realm of the dead.” 
(Num. 16:28-30) He is sharp, decisive and 
unforgiving. Why the different response 
to Korach on the one hand, and Eldad and 
Medad on the other?

To understand this, it is essential to grasp 
the difference between two concepts often 
confused, namely power and influence. 
We tend to think of them as similar if not 

1  See Sanhedrin 17a
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identical. People of power have influence. 
People of influence have power. But the two 
are quite distinct and operate by a different 
logic, as a simple thought experiment will 
show.

Imagine you have total power. Whatever 
you say, goes. Then one day you decide to 
share your power with nine others. You 
now have, at best, one-tenth of the power 
you had before. Now imagine instead that 
you have a certain measure of influence. 
You decide to share that influence with nine 
others, whom you make your partners. You 
now have ten times the influence you had 
before, because instead of just you there are 
now ten people delivering the message.

Power works by division, influence by 
multiplication. Power, in other words, is a 
zero-sum game: the more you share, the 
less you have. Influence is a non-zero game: 
the more you share, the more you have.

Throughout his forty years at the head of the 
nation, Moses held two different leadership 
roles. He was a Prophet, teaching Torah to 
the Israelites and communicating with God. 
He was also the functional equivalent of a 
king, leading the people on their journeys, 
directing their destiny and supplying them 
with their needs. The one leadership role he 
did not have was that of High Priest, which 
went to his brother Aaron.

We can see this duality later in the narrative 
when he inducts Joshua as his successor. 
God commands him: ‘Take Joshua son of 
Nun, a man of spirit, and lay your hand on 
him ... Give him some of your honour (hod) 
so that the whole Israelite community will 
obey him. (Num. 27:18-20)

Lev Rechavia 
PRICED TO SELL! 
Luxury 4 room apartment in the prestigious 'Lev 
Rehavia' building, Beautifully designed, quality 
kitchen, en-suite master bedroom and a spacious 
~80m garden patio, private car parking spaces plus 
storage room, ground floor with easy access and no 
steps, 24/7 concierge lobby service, beautiful in-door 
swimming pool and gym. Superbly maintained. 
Prime location, minutes walk to the  centre of town, 
close to many popular 
shuls Hanasi, Yeshurun, 
Great Synagogue, easy 
walking distance to 
the  Kotel, Mamilla and 
many more.

For more information please call 

Dina 0544978133
Exclusive to Dina Real Estate

BAKA – TOWNHOUSE 220sqm, 
private entrance, private elevator, 
4 exposures, 
central, quiet – 
7,500,000nis

052-3202488 
Michael
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Note the two different acts. One, “lay your 
hand [vesamachta] on him,” is the origin of 
term s’michah, whereby a Rabbi ordains a 
pupil, granting him the authority to make 
rulings in his own right. The Rabbis saw 
their role as a continuation of that of the 
Prophets (“Moses received the Torah from 
Sinai and transmitted it to Joshua; Joshua to 
the elders; the elders to the Prophets; and 
the Prophets handed it down to the men of 
the Great Assembly,” Mishnah Avot 1:1). By 
this act of s’michah, Moses was handing on 
to Joshua his role as Prophet.

By the other act, “Give him some of your 
honour,” he was inducting him into the role 
of king. The Hebrew word hod, honour, is 
associated with kingship, as in the biblical 
phrase hod malchut, “the honour of king-
ship” (Dan. 11:21; 1 Chronicles, 29:25).

Kings had power – including that of life and 
death (see Joshua 1:18). Prophets had none, 
but they had influence, not just during their 
lifetimes but, in many cases, to this day. To 
paraphrase Kierkegaard: when a King dies 
his power ends. When a Prophet dies his 
influence begins.

Now we see exactly why Moses’ reaction was 
so different in the case of Eldad and Medad, 
and that of Korach and his followers. Eldad 
and Medad sought and received no power. 
They merely received the same influence – 
the Divine Spirit that emanated from Moses. 
They became Prophets. That is why Moses 
said, “I wish that all the Lord’s people were 
Prophets and that the Lord would put His 
Spirit on them.” Prophecy is not a zero-sum 
game. When it comes to leadership-as-influ-
ence, the more we share the more we have.

ARNONA- AMAZING 5 BEDROOM  
TOWNHOUSE

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il

5 bedroom townhouse, 166sqm, 
private entrance, easy access,  

fully renovated, 50sqm garden, 
50sqm balcony, nice, airy, full of 

light, serious sellers, attractive price

077-215-1200 // 054-246-0246

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il
ARNONA - new on the market! 6 bedroom garden apart-
ment, 170m, 107m garden, 3 parking spaces, storage, 
elevator, a.c, private heating, only 3,415,000nis

RASKO - GIVAT ORANIM - 3 bedrooms, 109m, 1st floor, 
Succa balcony, storage, renovated, a.c, private heating, 
light & airy, green, good location, only 2,790,000nis

ARNONA - new building - 2 bedrooms, Shabbat ele-
vator, parking, amazing view of the Old City, en suite, 
light, a/c, private heating, amazing price 2,090,000nis

BAKA- Derech Chevron - 1.5 bedrooms, 50m garden, 
private entrance, easy access, no steps, a/c, private 
heating, walking to the kotel, good for investment 

CASPI ST - 4 bedrooms, 140m on one level + unit for 
rent, 2nd floor, elevator, balcony, custom interior, new, 
luxurious, a/c, underfloor heating, very quiet, unique 
high standard

ARNONA - 3 bedrooms,  elevator, parking, storage, a/c, 
private heating, ensuite, balcony, airy, full of light, very 
nice living space, new kitchen, close to Baka

077-215-1200 // 054-246-0246
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www.ashleywilde.co.il

• Curtains & draperies
• Designer curtains
• Venetian & Woven wood blinds
• Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman & 
Pleated shades
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Korach, or at least some of his followers, 
sought power, and power is a zero-sum 
game. When it comes to malchut, the lead-
ership of power, the rule is: “There is one 
leader for the generation, not two.”2 In king-
ship, a bid for power is an attempted coup 
d’etat and has to be resisted by force. Oth-
erwise the result is a division of the nation 
into two, as happened after the death of 
King Solomon. Moses could not let the chal-
lenge of Korach go unchallenged without 
fatefully compromising his own authority.

So Judaism clearly demarcates between 
leadership as influence and leadership by 
power. It is unqualified in its endorsement 
of the first, and deeply ambivalent about 
the second. Tanach is a sustained polemic 
against the use of power. All power, 
according to the Torah, rightly belongs to 
God. The Torah recognises the need, in an 
imperfect world, for the use of coercive 
force in maintaining the rule of law 
and the defence of the realm. Hence its 
endorsement of the appointment of a King, 
should the people so desire it.3 But this is 
clearly a concession, not an ideal.4

The real leadership embraced by Tanach 
and by rabbinic Judaism is that of influence, 
above all that of Prophets and teachers. As 
we have noted many times before, that is 
the ultimate accolade given to Moses by 
tradition. We know him as Moshe Rabbe-
inu, Moses our teacher. Moses was the first 
of a long line of figures in Jewish history – 

2  Sanhedrin 8a.
3  Deuteronomy 17:15-20; I Samuel 8.
4  So, at any rate, is the view of Ibn Ezra, 
Rabbeinu Bachya and Abarbanel.

CONFRONTING 
RADICALS

What America Can 
Learn From Israel

NEW!

BY DAVID RUBIN

     Confronting Radicals: What America 
Can Learn from Israel sheds much needed 
light on the false allure of the socialist 
revolution that is rising in America. David 
Rubin calls to action Americans who are 
willing to fight for their country’s values 
and to push back against the impending 
‘Orwellian’ future where our thoughts, 
words, and actions are controlled and 
cancelled.” 

- Former Arkansas Governor Mike Huckabee

“

”
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among them Ezra, Hillel, Rabban Yochanan 
ben Zakkai, Rabbi Akiva, the Sages of the 
Talmud and the scholars of the Middle Ages 
– who represent one of Judaism’s most revo-
lutionary ideas: the teacher as hero.

Judaism was the first and greatest civil-
isation to predicate its very survival on 
education, houses of study, and learning 
as a religious experience higher even than 
prayer.5 The reason is this: leaders are peo-
ple able to mobilise others to act in certain 
ways. If they achieve this only because they 
hold power over them, this means treating 
people as means, not ends - as things not 
persons. Not accidentally, the single great-
est writer on leadership as power was 
Machiavelli. 

The other approach is to speak to people’s 
needs and aspirations, and teach them how 
to achieve these things together as a group. 
That is done through the power of a vision, 
force of personality, the ability to articulate 
shared ideals in a language with which peo-
ple can identify, and the capacity to “raise 
up many disciples” who will continue the 
work into the future. Power diminishes 
those on whom it is exercised. Influence 
and education lift and enlarge them.

5  See Shabbat 10a.
Covenant and Conversation 5781 
is kindly supported by the Maurice 
Wohl Charitable Foundation in mem-
ory of Maurice and Vivienne Wohl z”l.
These weekly teachings from Rabbi 
Sacks  zt"l are part of the ‘Covenant 
& Conversation’ series on the weekly 
Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.

Judaism is a sustained protest against what 
Hobbes called the “general inclination of 
all mankind,” nameless “a perpetual and 
restless desire of power after power, that 
ceaseth only in death.”6 That may be the 
reason why Jews have seldom exercised 
power for prolonged periods of time but 
have had an influence on the world out of 
all proportion to their numbers.

Not all of us have power, but we all have 
influence. That is why we can each be 
leaders. The most important forms of lead-
ership come not with position, title or robes 
of office, not with prestige and power, but 
with the willingness to work with others to 
achieve what we cannot do alone; to speak, 
to listen, to teach, to learn, to treat other 
people’s views with respect even if they 
disagree with us, to explain patiently and 
cogently why we believe what we believe 
and why we do what we do; to encourage 
others, praise their best endeavours and 
challenge them to do better still. Always 
choose influence rather than power. It 
helps change people into people who can 
change the world. 

6  Hobbes, The Leviathan, part 1, ch. 11.

Zoom / Phone Interviews 
jerusalemshadchan613@gmail.com

058.328.2283  

  Experienced . Respectful 
 Confidential

Shadchan
for SinglES 30+
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FOR THE LAST TIME ON STAGE

Ramatayim Men's Choir
Directed by Richard Shavei-Tzion

  With special guest artists     

Simon Cohen // Yitschak Meir // Avremi Roth //  Colin Schachat // Tsvi Weiss
23 June, 2021 // 13 Tammuz 5781 // 8:00pm // Jerusalem Theatre

Entrance is  
permitted on  
the basis of  
the Green Pass

G R A N D  F I N A L E

All proceeds from this evening go to the Malki Foundation in support 
of children with disabilities,  in loving memory of Malki Roth Z”L.

Buy your tickets at rainbowofmusic.org  // phone: 02-567-0602
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The haftarah that we read this 
Shabbat is a selection taken from 
Sefer Zecharya (prakim 2-4) which 

includes the vision of the seven-branched 
menorah. The connection to our parasha 
is quite clear as the opening psukim of the 
reading issues the charge to Aharon to light 
the menorah in the Mishkan. But are we 
not still puzzled?

There are 136 verses in the parasha that 
include many events and different topics. 
And yet, all the Rabbis could find for a 
haftarah was based upon the smallest 
section of all these topics?? What did our 
scholars see in this portion regarding the 
menorah that had them conclude that it be 
read on this Shabbat? 

The solution to this puzzle can be found, 
I believe, by understanding why the 
menorah lighting opens the parasha at 
all. While the topic preceding our parasha 
spoke of the Chanukat HaMishkan and the 
following topic discussed the consecration 
of the Leviyim for their service in the 
Mishkan, the lighting of the menorah, a 
daily requirement, seems to be out of place. 
Rashi explains that the mitzvah came as 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

a consolation for Aharon who regretted 
that his tribe of Levi had not brought 
any gift, as had the other tribes, and so, 
Hashem comforted him by granting him 
the privilege to light the menorah -  not a 
one-time “gift” but an act that he would 
observe daily.

The Ramban proposes that the “consolation” 
was not in the daily Menorah lighting but 
rather, in the promise that it would be the 
kohanim, the Chashmona’im, who would 
rededicate the Mikdash and, once again, 
kindle the lights of the menorah there. 
And, most comforting, the assurance that 
those lights would be kindled in every 
Jewish home – even in the Diaspora – for 
thousands of years.

The Ramban adds that this was true of the 
Birkat Kohanim as well, for, even after 
churban bayit, the service of the Kohanim 
would continue in every Bet Knesset. 
When we consider that the mitzvah 
that preceded the list of gifts brought by 
the nesi’im was the mitzvah of Birkat 
Kohanim, we better understand how the 
section of the menorah lighting belongs 
precisely where it is – a bookend with the 
opening.

Simply stated, the Ramban saw the 
menorah as a message of comfort for all of 
Israel. He saw it as a reassurance to all that, 
even when the Bet Mikdash is gone, even 
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in Galut, the guarantee of the continuation 
of Temple-based mitzvot, gave hope and 
emunah to every Jewish community.

So how does this help us understand the 
choice of this haftarah?

Chazal could have seen in Zecharya’s 
vision of the menorah the same message 
of comfort and hope for the future. The 
haftarah’s first vision is a message given 
to the Kohen Gadol, Yehoshua, who 
struggled to complete the construction of 
the Second Temple against tremendous 
odds. He appeared in the vision wearing 
filthy garments, as if unworthy of the 
task, somewhat like Aharon who thought 
himself unworthy for not having offered a 
gift to Hashem.

G-d responded with the vision of the golden 
menorah, reassuring Yehoshua that his 
worthiness is not defined by strength of 
wealth, that the Bet Mikdash would not be 
judged by its splendor, but “ki im b’ruchi”, 
only by Hashem’s spirit, something that 
will always remain.

This message of how his efforts would bring 
eternal blessing brought comfort to him 
and to the community. Yes, there would 
be a future and that his present success 
would lead to continued observance was 
a consolation for him…and for us as well. 

It’s the message of the menorah. 

Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish 
History lectures can be viewed by 
visiting the OU Israel Video archive: 
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-li-
brary



28     TORAH TIDBITS 1421 / BEHA'ALOTCHA 5781

Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Swimming 
Upstream

In Parshas Beha’alotcha we encounter 
the famous statement that is recited 
each time we open the Aron Kodesh:  

“vayehi Binso’a Ha’aron” (Bamidbar 10:35).  
In the Torah, this paragraph is separated by 
two inverted letter nuns “נ”. The gemara in 
Shabbos (116) explains that this parsha is 
cordoned off to highlight that it is its own 
book. The question then arises – why spe-
cifically is the letter “nun” used to separate 
this paragraph. What significance can we 
derive from the use of the letter “nun” rath-
er than any other letter in the alphabet? In 
addition, why is the letter inverted?  If the 
sole purpose is to form a separation, the 
letter in its upright position should have 
sufficed. 

Rabbi Norman Lamm z”l, in his book 

Drashot L’Dorot, offers a deep insight with 
a message that truly permeates the gen-
erations. Rabbi Lamm cites a Midrash Ha 
Ne’elam (kabbalistic sefer connected to 
the Zohar) that states that the letter “nun” 
is so significant that Yaakov used it when 
he blessed his children “ve’yidgu larov” 
(let them be plentiful) Bereshis 48:6. The 
word “yidgu” is derived from the Hebrew 
word “dag”, which means fish. In Aramaic, 
another word for fish is “nun”. Therefore, 
the targum interprets Yaakov’s blessing to 
his children to be as fruitful as the fish of 
the sea, who multiple exponentially. 

Rabbi Lamm extends this interpretation 
and explains that the if nun means fish, 
then our inverted nuns come to symbolize 
fish swimming upstream, in the “inverted” 
direction.  Its relevance to the paragraph of 
“vayehi binso’a ha’aron” is critical. When 
carrying forward the Torah, one must be 
willing, ready and able to go against the 
tide as it were, and swim against the cur-
rent when faced with influences that are 
inconsistent with Torah principles.  One 
must dare to be different if necessary, and 
not blend into the surroundings. When we 
witness Western civilization or even fellow 

Yaakov Glantz -  
Physical Therapist

10+ years experience // English speaking
050-412-3606/ yglantz1@gmail.com

Now also seeing patients at the
  LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100
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Jews violate the sacred ideals of Judaism, we 
must become the “nun hafuchim” and not 
fear our upstream mentality in defense of 
the moral and ethical precepts of the Torah.  

Similarly, Moshe Rabbenu is known 
by several names, yet he is most popu-
larly referred to as Moshe. This name 
symbolizes, “ki min hamayim mishishihu” – 
essentially, he was “pulled from the water.” 
Typically, water conforms and assumes the 
shape of the object into which it is insert-
ed.   Moshe was not a conformist. He was 
“pulled” from the water. Moshe stood up 
for justice. He was not afraid to express his 
opinion and defend his ideals in any sur-
rounding. Moshe knew when and how to 
swim upstream. 

This message resonates throughout Jewish 
history and in particular during our gener-
ation. Given modern technology, Western 
culture infiltrates our homes. We need to be 
steadfast and ensure that our Torah is not 
compromised. We must be strong enough 
to go against the tide when outside influ-
ences seek to dilute our moral and ethical 
principles. The inverted nun’s surrounding 
vayehi binso’a ha’aron serve to remind us 
of this most important task. The uncom-
promising way in which the Torah is to be 
carried by us along our every journey. 

His beloved Talmidim wish Moreinu 
HaRav Moshe Dovid Tendler Shlit”a  

a Refuah Shleimah and ask the Tzibbur 
to daven for 

מורנו הרב משה דוד בן בילא  
 among all those in Am Yisrael 

in need of a recovery

Talbieh- 4-5 room apts. good exposures. 
Shabbat elevator, machsan and parking.

Katamon, 5 room garden apt. on cul de sac 
near shtiblech. 160m living with garden of 100m, 
car park and machsan

Katamon, Penthouse, 3 rooms, 170m in a 
small building, elevator, parking, 4 exposures. 
Price 7.6 million nis

Rechavia -  5 rooms, 2.5 baths,  renovated, 
light, bright, close to shopping and transportation.

Talbieh - Pinsker building, long term rental, 
Shabbat elevator, parking, shul in building.

For Sale

For rent

052-2639702  |  www.shneller.co.il
Shiffy@shneller co.il
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22 KEREN HAYESOD ST., YERUSHALAYIM   l   FOR FULL SCHEDULE AND TO REGISTER:  WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG/TAMUZ2021 

Wednesday, June 9, 29 Sivan, 9:00AM - 1:00PM

In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a”h 
מרת חיה סאשא בת ר’ יוסף הלל

Please note that this 
is an on-site event

Tav Yarok protocols 
will be followed 

Brunch will 
be served

Cost: 
40nis

ROSH CHODESH TAMUZ WOMEN’S LEARNING SEMINAR 
FOCUSING ON THE TOPIC OF אהבת חינם

Women Reaching Higher

"If destruction was brought about because of baseless hatred, let us 
rebuild through אהבת חינם (unconditional love)"

(Orot haKodesh)
Speakers include: Mrs. Sari Holtz, Rabbi Anthony Manning, 

and Mrs. Dina Schoonmaker.

SHIUR SPONSORS
Tuesday May 25 - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur  

was sponsored by Rosina Fisher for an Aliyah of the 
neshamot of Mordechai Avigdor ben Peretz z”l, 

Chia Esther bat Yerachmiel Issachar haCohen a”h 
& Yitzchak ben Yehuda z”l

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin’s shiurim  
have been sponsored by a generous donor

Rabbi Manning’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of an 

aliya neshama for Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,  
Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l 

and Eliana bat Yaakov a”h

Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of a 

refuah shelaima for Janet bat Hannah

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Parshat HaShavua Shiur 
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation
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MON, MAY 31 TUE, JUNE 1 WED, JUNE 2 THURS, JUNE 3

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/
LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON 
YOU TUBE

SUN, MAY 30

9:15 AM 
Mrs. Pearl Borow
Sefer Nechemya (L’Ayla)

10:30 AM
Rabbi Aaron 
Goldscheider 
Rav Soloveitchik on 
the Parsha

11:45 AM
Rabbi Shmuel 
Herschler
Ethics, family and society 
in the writings of Rav 
Hirsch, 
Rav Kook and Rav 
Soloveitchik 

4:30PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

7:00 PM 
Rabbi Baruch Taub’s class 
will resume on June 14

9:00 PM 
Rabbi Sam Shor 
Penimiut HaTorah- 
Inspiration from the 
Masters of Jewish 
Thought 
facebook.com/OUIsrael

9:00 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak 
Breitowitz 
Minchat  Chinuch 
(Zoom only)

9:15 AM
Mrs. Shira Smiles 
Torah Tapestries 
(L’Ayla)

10:30 AM
Rabbi Shmuel 
Goldin Parshat 
HaShavua 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey 
Bienenfeld

5:00 PM
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz 
Chazal:Insights Into 
Our Times (L’Ayla) 
https://zoom.
us/j/85177782268
(Zoom only)

*L’AYLA CLASSES 
ARE FOR 

WOMEN ONLY

MISSED A CLASS?
You can watch the 
recording at 
www.ouisrael.org/
video-library

PLEASE NOTE:
Password for 
classes is: 
ouisrael

9:00 AM 
Rabbi David Walk 
Tehillim – Divine Poetry

10:15 AM 
Rabbi Ahron Adler
Rambam’s Commentary to 
Pirkei Avot

11:30 AM 
Rabbi Yitzchak 
Breitowitz 
Mishlei: Wisdom for Life 
(L’Ayla) (Zoom only)

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey 
Bienenfeld Men’s Gemara 
Chabura S,T,TH https://zoom.
us/j/887981820  
(Zoom only)

4:30 PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 
Men’s Gemara B’Iyun 
S,M,W,Th https://zoom.
us/j/86466998217
(Zoom only)

9:00 AM 
Rabbi Shimshon 
Nadel 
Halacha and Medina

10:15 AM 
Rabbi Anthony 
Manning 
Contemporary Issues in 
Halacha and Hashkafa

11:30 AM 
Rabbi Alan Kimche 
Great Jewish Thinkers

4:30PM  
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

7:00 PM  
Rabbi Baruch Taub’s 
class will resume on 
June 16

8:30 PM 
Rav Meir Goldwicht 
(Hebrew) 
https:// zoom.
us/j/2244321902
Parshat Hashavua 
Passcode: 18

10:15 AM
Rabbi Sam Shor
Parshat Shelach: 
Channeling the 
Mystique of Eretz Yisrael

(Rabbi Baruch Taub’s 
class will resume on-site 
on June 10)

11:30 AM
Rabbi Shai 
Finkelstein
Unlocking the Messages 
of Chazal 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey 
Bienenfeld

4:30PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

8:00 PM
Rabbi Ari Kahn 
Parshat HaShavua 
https://zoom.
us/j/2624570009 
(Zoom only)

OU Israel Center Shiurim 
Register for one-time shiurim (in-person and by Zoom) at www.ouisrael.org/classes
Register for ClassPass package deal for classes by Zoom at www.ouisrael.org/classpass

For registration help, call *3263
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Great Jewish Thinkers

4:30PM  
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

7:00 PM  
Rabbi Baruch Taub’s 
class will resume on 
June 16

8:30 PM 
Rav Meir Goldwicht 
(Hebrew) 
https:// zoom.
us/j/2244321902
Parshat Hashavua 
Passcode: 18

10:15 AM
Rabbi Sam Shor
Parshat Shelach: 
Channeling the 
Mystique of Eretz Yisrael

(Rabbi Baruch Taub’s 
class will resume on-site 
on June 10)

11:30 AM
Rabbi Shai 
Finkelstein
Unlocking the Messages 
of Chazal 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey 
Bienenfeld

4:30PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

8:00 PM
Rabbi Ari Kahn 
Parshat HaShavua 
https://zoom.
us/j/2624570009 
(Zoom only)

OU Israel Center Shiurim 
Register for one-time shiurim (in-person and by Zoom) at www.ouisrael.org/classes
Register for ClassPass package deal for classes by Zoom at www.ouisrael.org/classpass

For registration help, call *3263
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Long Lasting 
Light

Often a description which seems so 
simple and obvious contains the 
greatest depth. “Vayaas kein Ahron” 

(Bamidbar 8;3), Ahron lit the Menorah as he 
was commanded. Rashi adds that he did so 
without deviation. Why does the Torah even 
tell us that he did as he was told? Would we 
have expected anything else? What is the 
message we are meant to assimilate?

Rav Gamliel Rabinovitch in Tiv HaTorah 
offers an important insight from this passuk. 
Ahron HaKohen performed every mitzvah 
with equal passion and enthusiasm. Never 
did he show preference or bias toward 
one mitzvah over another. He understood 
that each mitzvah comes from the same 
Source and should be performed with the 
same holy intent. One could have thought 

that this mitzvah would have been done 
with greater fervor, yet we see that Ahron 
HaKohen, in his humility, did not allow 
the feeling of pride that he was chosen for 
this special service to affect his attitude. 
Rav Shternbach adds that human nature 
is such that we get excited when doing ‘big’ 
mitzvot, those that require special exertion. 
Ahron HaKohen teaches that even seem-
ingly small mitzvot must be executed with 
the totality of our being.An example of such 
a mitzvah says Rav Shternbach, is reciting 
100 brachot daily.  We too, should apply our 
optimal kavannah in saying brachot, just as 
we would with a more ‘major’ mitzvah.

The Saba of Kelm adds that most people can 
rise to the occasion when confronted with 
significant challenges, but real greatness 
is revealed when a person is tested with 
the smaller things in life. Dovid Hamelech 
was chosen for the unusual sensitivity he 
showed to his flock of sheep. In the privacy 
of his herd, day after day, he enabled each 
sheep to graze where it was most appro-
priate. Likewise, Ahron HaKohen, in the 
privacy of the Kodesh, lit the Menorah with 
the same passion and reverence as if he 
were entering the Kodesh Kodashim.  

In another perspective, the Sefat Emet 
draws our attention to the quality of con-
sistency. Often, one begins a new mitzvah 
with tremendous excitement, but typically 
it dwindles over time. If you were to com-

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
Mini Penthouse in Savyoni Arnona -  
3.5 rooms, Sukka mirpeset, lobby, parking, 
storage, amazing views, Shabbat 
elevator. 2.49m nis
New on the Market - In Musrara, 130m,  
5.5 room duplex with private entrance 
and 30m chatzer. 4.1m nis
For Rent in the German Colony - 4 rooms 
with parking, perfect for young family or 
3 roommates. 5400nis
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pare a Bar Mitzvah boy laying tefillin for 
the first time to the average person who has 
been laying tefillin for 50 years, the level of 
enthusiasm differs greatly. The loftiness of a 
person is in his ability to maintain the same 
measure of fervor and energy despite the 
repetitiousness of an act.This is the special 
quality we see in Ahron HaKohen, that “he 
did not deviate”.

Based on the commentary of the Malbim, 
Rav Rivlin in Sefer Haparshiyot adds a 
deeper spiritual dimension. We find the 
phrase “vayehi kein, and it was so” repeated 
in parashat Bereisheet when describing 
the days of creation. Yet the expression is 
absent in the pesukim relating the details of 
day one, when light was created. Rav Rivlin 
explains the omission as follows. The orig-
inal light did not remain in its initial state, 

20%

most of it was hidden for the righteous for 
the future. In lighting the Menorah, Ahron 
HaKohen was bringing back that primordial 
light, hence, the Torah uses similar wording, 
“vayaas kein Ahron”. What was the power 
of this light? Chazal teach us that it enabled 
Adam to see from one end of the world to 
the other.  Rav Rivlin explains this as the 
ability to see Hashem’s Presence throughout 
the world, without being blocked by physi-
cality and material superficiality. With the 
humility he displayed in doing exactly what 
Hashem wanted him to each day, Ahron 
HaKohen became the conduit to bring 
this heightened awareness and light to the 
world. 

רפואה שלמה
שלומית בת הרבנית חיה פערל
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Dedicated L'Iluy Nishmas HaChaver 
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l 

Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

From the 
Heart 

Rav Dovid Trenk, zt’l, legendary 
educator, mentor and talmid 
chacham, was a gadol in chinuch and 

a passionate eved Hashem. As the founding 
rosh yeshivah of Moreshes Yehoshua in 
Lakewood, Rav Trenk took responsibility 
for the financial wellbeing of the program. 
Upon moving into the community and 
opening the new yeshiva, he launched 
the initiative to dedicate a Sefer Torah as 
fundraiser for the new yeshivah.

A few days into the campaign, Rav Trenk 
called a devoted talmid and friend who 
was heavily involved in this fundraising 
initiative. The fellow was in the middle of 
his workday, unable to answer the phone 
at the moment, and made a mental note to 
call his Rebbe  back as soon as he could. A 
short while later, Rav Trenk arrived at his 

home and urgently knocked at the door. 
“I’m sorry to barge in unannounced; I 
know you are in the middle of work, but 
this is an emergency, it can’t wait…”

“What is it Rebbe, is everything alright?” he 
replied, startled, “What can I do?”

Rav Trenk handed his talmid an envelope 
from the Sefer Torah campaign that had 
arrived that morning. The donor sent a 
check dedicating the pasuk of Moshe’s 
prayer for the refuah on behalf of his sister 
Miriam: ָלּה ָנא  ְרָפא  ָנא   I beseech you“ ,ֵא-ל 
Hashem, please heal her!” 

Having just moved to the neighborhood, 
Rav Trenk did not yet recognize some of the 
names or addresses of the local residents 
who had donated. “Clearly, whoever pur-
chased this specific pasuk needs a refuah. It 
probably means they purchased it as a seg-
ulah for themselves, or a family member 
or friend. There is no doubt that they need 
support and chizuk! Please help me find out 
who this person is, so I can visit them... I 
need to know who it is so I can daven!”

ה אל ה׳... ֵא-ל ָנא ְרָפא ָנא ָלּה ְצַעק משֶׁ ַויִּ

Moshe cried out to the Hashem, saying, “I 
beseech you, God, please heal her.” (12:13)

The Chozeh of Lublin, zy’a, tells us the 
 ,the ‘crying out’ of Moshe Rabbeinu ,”ויצעק“
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expressed his uncertainty of how to 
approach Hashem in prayer. He knew his 
sister was in need, afflicted with tzara’as, 
and he was crying out for the right way and 
the right words to help her. 

Our sages (Berachos, 34a) relate two 
parallel incidents involving students of 
Rebbe Eliezer. In the first instance, the 
shaliach tzibur leading the congregation 
in prayer was  אי ִמדַּ יוֵֹתר   excessive“ ,ַמֲאִריְך 
in prolonging the davening”. The chevreh 
were getting frustrated and complained 
about the ‘shleppiness’ of the tefillah. Rebbe 
Eliezer pushed back at them: “There is 
no limit to the duration of a prayer. Is he 
prolonging his davening any more than 
Moshe Rabbeinu did when he beseeched 
Hashem for forty days and nights (after 
Cheit haEgel, the sin of Golden Calf)?” 

In the second anecdote, another student of 
Rebbe Eliezer was leading tefillah and was 
אי ר יוֵֹתר ִמדַּ  excessively shortening the“ ,ְמַקצֵּ
davening”. His fellow students criticized 
him for being too brief. Rebbe Eliezer again 
countered them: ‘None abbreviated their 
prayer more than Moshe Rabbeinu, who 
said, “ֵא-ל ָנא ְרָפא ָנא ָלּה”.

Rav Avraham Yitzchak haKohen Kook, zy’a, 
in Ein Eyah, explains that tefillah verbalizes 
and reflects what is within the soul. There 
are certain expressions or movements of 
tefillah that require sustained effort over 
time to accomplish the intended goal and 
outcome. Following the embarrassing and 

tragic episode of the Eigel, forty days and 
nights of selichos prayers were necessary 
to achieve forgiveness for the Nation. 
The communal betrayal and lack of 
responsibility taken for the sin demanded 
prolonged inner work and prayer to 
awaken Am Yisrael to teshuvah. 

On the other hand, there are times where 
a very concise tefillah is sufficient, and 
even preferred. In the case of the tzadekes 
Miriam, who had recognized and admitted 
her mistake, the process of restoring her 
physical and spiritual health required 
but a short, simple prayer. As our sages 
say, אחד המרבה ואחד הממעיט, ובלבד שיכוין את לבו 
 There is no difference between one“ ,לשמים
who does more and one who does less, as 
long as one’s heart is directed to Heaven” 
(Mishnah, Menachos,13:11). There are 
times to be long-winded and מאריך, and 
there are other times where it is preferable 
to be מקצר, times when less is more. 

Perhaps a lesson to be drawn from our 
sedra is the impact that a direct and natural, 
urgent prayer from the heart can have. May 
we spare no effort in calling out to Hashem 
on behalf of our sisters and brothers, and 
whether we daven long or short, may our 
prayers be answered for the good! 

BUY- SELL- RENT
Deborah Michael Jerusalem Homes

Specializing in Anglo areas  
of Jerusalem 

Whats app/call 
0532852345/8476751590 

Debisraelhomes@gmail.com
Many References available!

MAZAL TOV TO 
Susie & Benjamin Shapell  

and family on the marriage of their 
son ANDY TO OLIVIA
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Geulas Yisrael #5  
An Alternate 
Narrative 

Sections of the Torah text are typically 
partitioned by empty spaces of parch-
ment. Sometimes the empty space 

extends throughout the end of the line, 
while other times the space is sandwiched 
“between the text” in the middle of a line.  
Parshat Beha’alotecha features an unusual 
division between different units. The story 
of our departure from Sinai is separated 
from the ensuing story of the Jews com-
plaining about the desert journey by two 
inverted letters. Two reversed -”נ” letters 
create a textual barrier between these two 
sections. The phenomenon of an inverted 
 occurs only one other time in the entire ”נ“
Tanach. This strange textual formation was 
hotly debated as recently as the 16th century 
with many rejecting the concept of inserting 
foreign letters into a sefer Torah. In the lat-
ter part of the 18th century, the great Eastern 
European posek- Rabbi Yechezkeil Landau- 
the author of the Noda B’Yehuda- defended 
this atypical configuration and since that 

RABBI MOSHE
TARAGIN Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

time, our sifrei Torah all include some ver-
sion of these inverted letters. 

This double “נ” section surrounds two 
verses which describe a supernatural state 
of Jewish triumph: the Aron steers us into 
battle and our enemies unilaterally with-
draw; after a successful victory the legions 
of Jewish soldiers return home safely. 

This isolated textual fragment, segregated 
by inverted letters, is embedded at a cru-
cial “seam” of Jewish history. The opening 
sections of the book of Bamidbar forecast 
utopian potential for the young nation. The 
population had been counted, flags had 
been raised and the voyage was about to 
commence. Journeying to Israel, we were 
meant to purge the land of its pagan cul-
ture and quickly construct a kingdom of 
G-d. Standing at the doorstep of history, we 
flinched and, woefully, utopia was derailed.  
A journey of days became an odyssey of 
centuries. A radiant world of religious and 
moral perfection was thrust into a sunken 
and dark state of dysfunction. 

Ominously, the first tremors of the 
earthquake are documented in parshat 
Beha’alotcha. The great historical collapse 
was, ultimately, caused by the catastrophic 
rebellion of the spies. That rebellion torpe-
doed Jewish history and condemned us all to 
wander through exile clawing our way back 
home. However, already at an earlier stage, 
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Tribute to  
the Trio

In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm, 
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of 
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one 
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of 
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking $2,550,000



OU ISRAEL CENTER         39

in B’ha’alotecha, the fabric of our nation 
began to unravel. Petty complaining about 
the uncomfortable desert conditions deflated 
our national fiber and unsolicited prophecy 
muddled the chain of command. Utopia is 
still an option but it is quickly slipping away. 

Precisely at this stage, as history is about to 
bend, a wistful two-sentence, dream brack-
eted by inverted letters, is inserted. These 
two verses provide an alternate narrative 
of history. Had the Jews NOT failed, had 
they marched toward their destiny, this tri-
umphant vision would have materialized. 
Had Jews seized redemption, their victories 
would have been supernatural and their 
safety impregnable. The Aron would have 
escorted us safely through history. Instead, 
we fell, and history was never the same. This 
alternate ending reminds us of how things 
should have been. Jews are tasked with fac-
ing a harsh world; we don’t bend nor do we 
ignore our current state of affairs. However, 
we never abandon a sense of how things 
should have been. In life, the greatest fall is 
to fall so far that you forget you are fallen. As 
exile is about to unfold, the Torah reminds 
us of that resplendent “alternate reality” we 
were meant to enjoy. Before the fall, utopia 
is sketched. At least we know we are fallen.

According to one opinion in the gemara, this 
two-sentence section actually “migrated” 
from its original and more natural loca-
tion. Ideally, this two- pasuk unit, detailing 
the advance of the Aron should have 
appeared in the very beginning of the book 
of Bamidbar, where the Jewish encamp-
ment is first described. It was severed from 
that chapter and lodged into our context in 
this section to divide between the utopian 

first part of Bamidbar and the ensuing dys-
function. According to Rebbi Shimon ben 
Elazar one day, when history is repaired, 
this migrant section of two pesukim will be 
restored to its original position. One day the 
original textual sequencing will be restored! 

When Jews are dislodged from their home-
land, Torah itself becomes disjointed, and 
its textual sequence becomes scrambled. 
Though Torah itself is infinite, its condition 
in this world is dependent upon the state of 
the Jews. When Jews relocate from their nat-
ural “configuration” in Israel, Torah itself 
becomes textually unsettled and a section 
is unhinged. When the Jews return to their 
homeland and history is properly aligned 
the Torah itself is restored to its original and 
ideal sequencing. Jews and Torah walk hand 
in hand through history. 

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

CLOSE TO THE MESILA PARK - Great 
investment! 3.5 rooms, first floor, balcony, with 
a pinuy binuy process to double the value of the 
apartment. 2,100,000NIS
ARNONA HaTSEIRA - Beautiful penthouse,  
5 rooms, 134m, modern building, elevator,  
90m balconies with panoramic view, good 
shape, quiet, storage, double  parking, Exclusive. 
3,750,000NIS
HEART OF BAKA - Luxury  beautiful penthouse, 
4 rooms, Shabbat elevator, 60m  balconies with 
panoramic view, high ceilings, storageroom,  
2 parkings, Rare!
OLD KATAMON - New small  Project, 3/4/5/6 
rooms, great location, garden or sukkah balcony,  
luxury, quiet, storage, parking, Rare!
GERMAN COLONY - Unique Property! Plot of 
more than Dunam, permit to build up to 1250m 
with pool, huge garden, ground floor of Arabic 
style house, high ceilings, prime location. Rare!
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

In our Sedra this week Parshat 
Beha'alotcha, we read once again 
of the greatness of Moshe Rabbeinu, 

most specifically Moshe’s  great humility. 
The pasuk  tells us:

V’ha’ish Moshe anav meod, mikol 
adam asher al pnei ha’adama....And 
Moshe the person, was exceedingly hum-
ble, more so than any other person on 
the face of the Earth...

The Ibn Ezra interprets our pasuk to 
connote that what made Moshe truly 
uniquely humble is that Moshe never 
sought superiority over any person, nor 
did he ever pride himself at all about his 
leadership position.

Rashi defines for us the true nature of 
Moshe’s humility, commenting on the 
word anav with two powerful words- 
shefel v’savlan- shefel- literally low or 
lacking any ego or haughtiness and sav-
lan- patient. Moshe’s refined humility is not 

only his ability to not take himself too seri-
ously, but his capacity to be extremely calm 
and patient in his relationship to others.

Far too many of us have a fundamen-
tal misunderstanding of what it means 
to be truly humble. Rav Kook ztl, 
in his important work on character 
develpment, Midot Rayah, addresses this 
fundamental misinterpretation of what 
true anivut  really is.

Kol zman sheha’anava mevia atzvon, 
hee pesula- Anytime that humility brings 
with it sadness or depression it is invalid.

True humility, as represented by the great-
ness of Moshe Rabbeinu does not mean to 
be self-deprecating, or to humble ourselves 
to the point of sadness and despair, rather 
to be level-headed, calm and patient with 
ourselves, and with one another.

Yehi Ratzon, may each of us be blessed 
to take to heart and truly heed this 
powerful teaching from Rav Kook zt’l, 
and strive to emulate the example set 
by our greatest teacher, Moshe Rab-
beinu zy’a-V’ha’ish Moshe anav meod 
mikol adam asher al pnei ha’adama. 

This week’s Simchat Shmuel is  
dedicated in memory of  
Eliyahu Ben Amalia,  

zichrono livracha.  
May these Divrei Torah be a  
source of chizuk and comfort  

to his family, and may  
his neshama have an aliya.
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HOW ABOUT WEB PROGRAMMING!? 

@) We will take you step-by-step through the basics of creating webpages and websites. 
You will learn the latest in advanced programming languages such as HTML, JavaScript, CSS,
Python and HTML5.

@) Under the guidance of a dynamic, top-notch instructor, who is an experienced professional in the 
field, you will be learning web design and earn a respected, lucrative, parnasa, with Hashem's help! 

Classes will take place via Zoom and will begin June 13 IYH 
The course will extend over a period of 3 months; a total of 28 sessions of 3 hrs each. The cost is 3000 N IS - may be payable in 3 payments. 

To register for a FREE session begin offered Tuesday, June 8th from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
emai l: el isheva.stadler@touro.edu I WhatsApp at: 058 687 3783 

,, 

HOW ABOUT WEB PROGRAMMING!? 
Touro Co e e lsrae Contmumg E ucat1on Pro ram or WOMEN Presents Coding Bootcamo 

(ii We will take you step-by-step through the basics of creating webpages and websites. 
You will learn the latest in advanced programming languages such as HTML, JavaScript, CSS,
Python and HTML5.

� Under the guidance of a dynamic, top-notch instructor, who is an experienced professional in the 
field, you will be learning web design and earn a respected, lucrative, parnasa, with Hashem's help! 

Classes will take place via Zoom and will begin June 13 IYH 
The course will extend over a period of 3 months; a total of 28 sessions of 3 hrs each. The cost is 3000 NIS - may be payable in 3 payments. 

To register for a FREE session being offered Tuesday, June 8 th from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m 
email: elisheva.stadler@touro.edu I WhatsApp at: 058 687 3783 
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Planting 
Trees Before 
Shemita 
(continued) 

Shemita begins on Rosh Hashana and 
lasts a full year until the following 
29th of Elul. There is a Biblical 

commandment to add onto the shemita 
year, called tosefet shevi’it. Early Talmudic 
authorities temporarily suspended this 
mitzva, only to apply when the Beit 
Hamikdash is rebuilt (Rambam, Shemita 
Veyovel 3:1). Nevertheless, our Sages ruled 
that planting fruit trees within forty-five 
days of the shemita year remains forbidden. 
This applies to all Jewish owned land in 
Israel even if the planting being done by a 
non-Jew (Shevet Halevi 2:201)   

Different methods of planting

In many areas of halacha, only plants that 
are actually in the ground are treated as 

planted. For example, in the laws of ritual 
purity a plant cannot become impure, since 
it is connected to the ground. However, a 
plant growing in a container which does 
not have holes that connect to the ground 
(atzitz she’eino nakuv) is not considered to 
be in the ground, and the plant can become 
impure (Mishna Oktzin 2:10). Similarly, 
such plants may have a different status 
regarding the laws of shemita. If the planter 
is completely sealed on the bottom, one 
may plant a fruit tree or new seeds in it, 
even within forty-five days before shemita 
(see Mishpitei Eretz 1:9). However, planters 
with holes on the bottom (atzitz nakuv) 
have a different halachic status, and are 
debated over by the poskim. In practice, 
one should consult with a competent 
halachic authority regarding planting 
in such a container before shemita (see 
Chazon Ish 20:5).

Upon planting a tree in the ground, it is 
common to purchase small seedlings which 
already have substantial roots. If one plants 
such a seedling in its original earth, then 
he may do so up until Rosh Chodesh Elul. 
According to many authorities transferring 
a tree with an intact root-ball to an alternate 
location in the ground that contains enough 
earth for it to survive for two weeks is 
permitted until the fifteenth of Elul (and 
according to other opinions until Erev 
Rosh Hashana, see responsa Badei Ha’aron 

OU KASHRUT
PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education

MAZAL TOV TO 
Perel & Shraga Marcus  

and family 
on the Bar Mitzva of their son 

BINYAMIN ARYEH
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

Shevi’it 3). A halachic authority should 
be consulted before doing so in order to 
consider the many components of various 
different trees (see Mishpetei Eretz 1:6-8). 

Non-fruit trees, herbs and flowers 

It is clear from the Rambam (ibid), Ritv”a 
(Rosh Hashana 9:b), and other early 
authorities that the decree of our Sages 
not to plant trees within forty-five days 
before shemita applies only to fruit trees. 
Regarding other (non-fruit) trees, as well 
as herbs, flowers, and the like, there are 
different opinions pertaining to the latest 
time that they may be planted before 
shemita. Rav Avraham Yitzchak HaKohen 
Kook (Shabbat Ha’aretz 3:1) and Rav 
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (Minchat Shlomo 
51:4, citing early authorities ruled that any 
type of planting is prohibited by our Sages 
within fifteen days before Rosh Hashana. 
The reasoning behind this opinion is that 
regardless of tosefet shevi’it, there is a 
prohibition of any plant taking root during 
shemita. As the rooting process continues 
for two weeks, nothing may be planted after 
the fifteenth of Elul. However, the Chazon 
Ish (17:25) and others disagree (Derech 
Emuna 3:85), and allow planting anything 
other than fruit trees even on Erev Rosh 
Hashana of shemita. It would seem that 
one may rely on the lenient opinion and 
plant herbs, flowers and decorative trees 
until Erev Rosh Hashana (see responsa 

Badei Aharon Shevi’it p.159-165). Based 
on this lenient position, any produce of 
these freshly-planted herbs or flowers is 
permitted during this time frame, and the 
plant does not need to be uprooted. For 
example, if a basil plant was planted two 
weeks before Rosh Hashana of shemita, the 
basil may be picked before Rosh Hashana 
and eaten. A future article will address 
the status of fruits, vegetables, herbs and 
grains harvested during the shemita year.

In summary:

• According to our Sages, it is forbidden 
to plant fruit trees within forty-five 
days of the onset of shemita.

• Planting in sealed planters without 
holes is permitted up until Erev Rosh 
Hashana.

• Transferring seedlings that sprouted 
roots in a pot into the ground is 
permitted up until Rosh Chodesh Elul.

• Transplanting a mature tree with an 
intact, substantial root-ball is permitted 
up to the fifteenth of Elul.

• Herbs and flowers may be planted and 
picked up until Erev Rosh Hashana. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Inverting  
Jewish  
History

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik zt”l would 
dramatically describe how when lis-
tening to the reading of the Torah 

on Shabbat morning, he would often feel 
great emotion and vividly picture the scene 
as if he was reliving the story.

He once shared that during the reading 
of our parsha of Beha’alotcha he could 
tangibly feel the tension and anticipation 
of the nation surrounding their march 
toward the land as it appeared to them in 
close reach.

The Torah offers us an insider’s view of an 
intimate interaction Moshe has with his 
father-in-law. Moshe personally requests of 
him to join the people of Israel on this last 

stage of their journey to the Land. Indeed, 
Moshe is certain that they are just days 
away. He uses the present tense of ‘nosim 
anachnu,’ we are traveling on our way right 
now, as opposed to the future tense nisa, we 
will travel. The glorious march is starting 
right now.

Rashi quoting the Sifri, adds: “A distance 
of three days” journey they miraculously 
travelled in one day, because the Almighty 
wanted to bring them to Eretz Yisrael” 
(Rashi, Bamidbar 10:33).

The holy ark moved for the first time since 
its creation. Moshe calls out to God to 
scatter the enemies. It is apparent that after 
the long journey from Egypt and many 
months in the foreboding desert, the time 
has finally arrived for the Israelites to surge 
forward and enter the Promised Land.

Two verses describe what was meant 
to take place and unfold for the nation. 
“When the ark travelled, Moshe said, 

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive

local expert investment advice 

02-624-0995  054-599-9530
aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il  www.aaronkatsman.com
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“Arise, God! Scatter your enemies, and 
let those who hate You flee before you.” 
Perhaps the second of the two verses was 
meant to follow a long section that would 
be filled with even more verses describing 
the miraculous entrance and successful 
acquisition of the land: “Return, God, the 
myriad of thousands of Israel.” 

These two short, idyllic statements are the 
first and last verses of an uncompleted 
book, and represent a passage that should 
have included an account of events that 
unfortunately never happened. It is for this 
reason that they are placed in parentheses, 
nunin hafuchin. 

The Jewish people make tragic mistakes 
which change the course of history forever.  
Instead of entering the Land under the 
leadership of Moshe and building a nation 
in the holy setting of Israel, the fate of the 
people takes an about face; an unanticipated 
turn in the opposite direction. This is 
symbolized by the inverted nunin. We take 
note of the fact, according to some, that 
the actual shape or figure the letter nun 
turned around symbolically serves as an 
apt symbol of a stick figure of an individual 
who is now redirected; instead of walking 
to the desired destination he has made a 
sudden about face.

But what in fact thwarted the Jewish 
people’s journey from moving forward? 
What prevented Moshe’s from lunging 
forward to the finish line?

The Rav suggested that everything was on 
track for an easy conquest of the Land. But 
something suddenly happened: “And the 
mixed multitude that was among them fell 
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to lusting; and the children of Israel wept, 
saying: ‘Would that we were given flesh to 
eat!’” (Bamidbar 11:4).

In the past when Moshe and the people 
faced a crisis, Moshe came to the people’s 
rescue. Most notably was the incident of the 
Golden Calf. At that time Moshe petitioned 
God for mercy and His forgiveness. In 
contrast, during this crisis, Moshe does 
not defend the people. He actually accuses 
them and holds them guilty.

Why does Moshe not come to the people’s 
defense? The Rav suggested the answer 
that Moshe saw the behavior of the 
nation as nothing less than evil. The 
Kivrot ha-Ta’avah greatly differed from 
their earlier sin of the Golden Calf. The 
act of worshipping a calf stemmed from 
a feeling of anxiety and fear. That sin can 

be defended. In contrast, the transgression 
of lust and desire represents the antithesis 
of Judaism. “They were mad with desire; 
nothing could control their desire for 
vastness. Their imagination excited them; 
their good sense was surrounded with a 
nimbus that was irresistible.” (‘Vision and 
Leadership’, p. 173)

This kind of indecent behavior of 
overindulgence was a clear sign that they 
were not worthy of entering the Land. 
Could a people with this attitude and base 
behavior face the challenges and engage in 
the sacrifices required to conquer a land 
and settle it? Evidently not. 

Tragically the lofty trajectory intended for 
the nation was not meant to be; the history 
of Israel was inverted. Three thousand 
years later we find ourselves in the midst of 
this same great climb, still striving to reach 
the pinnacle and to actualize our eminence 
as a nation. “Mi ya’ale be’har Hashem u'mi 
yakum bimkom kadsho.” “Who will climb 
the mountain of the Lord? Who will stand 
in His holy place? (Tehillim 24).  

SHABBAT AFTERNOON PARSHA 
SHIUR in Sokolov Park with  

Rabbi Chanoch Yeres resumes
SHABBAT, MAY 29 AT 5:00 PM
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A Message For 
Our Times

Our Parsha introduces us to the 
murmurings of the people in the 
wilderness, so much so that Rashi 

explains the verses singled out with the 
inverted Hebrew letter “Nun” as a neces-
sary breaking of the narrative so that we 
would not be exposed to three incidences 
of sin in succession.

So often – even in our times – we claim that 
civil unrest is a function of the leadership. 
It appears easier to blame the leaders (or 
the lack of leadership) than to look into our 
hearts and question ourselves. However, is 
it not said that we get the leadership we 
deserve?

Notably, in contrast to the norm, Moshe 
was appointed by Hashem. He had to win 
the people’s confidence, a never-ending 
challenge. Indeed, in our Parsha, Moshe 
despairs of the people to the point that he 
questions his ability to cope with the crises. 
“Why,” he cries to Hashem, “have I not 
found favor in Your eyes?” He insists that 
he can no longer bear the burden alone 
(Bemidbar 11:11-15).

So Hashem urges Moshe to create a new 
body of sages, a Great Sanhedrin – seventy 

elders of Israel upon whom He will place 
His spirit. The Sanhedrin’s primary 
function would not be judicial; rather, the 
elders would assist Moshe in leading the 
nation (Artscroll). In other words, the sages 
would disseminate the word of God among 
the people, hopefully offering inspiration 
during difficult times.

No wonder then that the verse preceded 
and followed by the inverted “Nun” records 
Moshe’s rally cry when the people began 
their treks and the Ark accompanied them. 
Moshe proclaimed: “Arise Hashem, and let 
your foes be scattered; let those who hate 
you flee from before you!” Furthermore, 
when the Ark rested, he exclaimed: “Reside 
tranquilly, Hashem, among the myriad 
thousands of Israel.”

Have those words ever been more 
resonating than in recent weeks? O that we 
should have a tiny Holy Ark in our bosom 
to accompany us on our odyssey. O that our 
leaders would correspondingly turn their 
prayers heavenward to arouse Hashem’s 
unending compassion upon His people.  

Shabbat Shalom!

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

DIVREI MENACHEM

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography



OU ISRAEL CENTER         49

tel: 0547233863

 Luxury Properties in Jerusalem
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THE MOST AMAZING STAND ALONE HOME IN JERUSALEM!!
Unique opportunity to buy a stand alone home , with majestic rooms, high 
ceilings over 600 sqm built and 200 sqm of rights, sitting on a 1,020 sqm plot.

KING DAVID CROWN APARTMENT 
4th floor facing the garden, 147 sqm (net) 
3 large bedrooms and 2.5 bathrooms. Lots of beautiful built in cabinets. 
Underground parking and storage. 24/7 doorman. $1,800,000

IN BAKA, AUTHENTIC JÉRUSALEM STONE PROPERTY
High ceilings, charming small building, arched windows. 225 sqm registered 
garden and 2 registered parking spots

For more info please call Eta 0547233863

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.   
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com 

  Tel: 054-723-3863  ·  etamorrisrealty.co.il
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

not be said when it would harm a beracha 
- Mishna Berura 124:22.)

 The second place the Tur mentions Baruch 
hu u’varuch shemo is regarding zimun (OC 
192), as part of his text at the end of the 
mezamen’s final recitation. The Maharshal 
(see Taz 192:1) considers it a misprint, and 
Rav Yosef Karo ignores it in both the Beit 
Yosef and the Shulchan Aruch. However, 
other of the Tur’s commentaries (Bach and 
Perisha) find earlier sources (Rokeach and 
Avudrohom (with a different text)).

We found three explanations for the 
rationale to recite Baruch hu u’varuch 
shemo in zimun. The Bach views it as an 
extension of the Rosh/Tur’s idea of blessing 
Hashem upon hearing His Name in a 
beracha. Therefore, he reasons, it applies 
only in a zimun of ten, when His Name (i.e., 
Elokeinu) is used. The Bach adds that this 
formulation is particularly appropriate 
here because the same pasuk (Devarim 
32:3) is a source for saying Baruch hu 
u’varuch shemo and for the requirement 
of zimun in general (Berachot 45a). 

The Darchei Moshe (OC 192:2) posits that 
the Tur intended that it create a desirable 
break between the zimun and Birkat 
Hamazon (the basic idea and different 
opinions about a short recitation between 
beracha groups is found in Shulchan 
Aruch and Rama, OC 215:1). The Eliya 

“Baruch  
Hu U’varuch 
Shemo”  
in Zimun
Question: It is unclear to me whether one 
is supposed to say “Baruch hu u’varuch 
shemo” at the end of zimun and if so, who 
is supposed to recite it. What is proper?

Answer: The first halachic code that 
mentions the phrase Baruch hu u’varuch 
shemo (meaning that we “bless” Hashem 
and His Name) is the Tur in two places. It 
is not found in the gemara or the halachic 
works based on it (Rambam, Rif, Rosh). In 
Orach Chayim 124, the Tur cites an oral 
statement of his father (the Rosh) to recite 
the phrase upon hearing all berachot, in 
line with the statement that Moshe taught 
Bnei Yisrael to praise Hashem whenever 
he mentioned His Name (Yoma 37a based 
on Devarim 32:3). The Shulchan Aruch (OC 
124:5) brings this as the halacha. (It is not 
a full obligation, and therefore it should 

MAZAL TOV TO
Mark & Stacee Hess and to Dovid and 
Sara Baila Akselrud on the birth of a 
grandson, son of Jason and Miri Hess
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 Having a dispute? 
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- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

Rabba (192:2, see also Pri Megadim 192, 
MZ 1) connects this with a minhag which 
very few people practice today – that the 
zimun responders answer Amen to the 
mezamen’s “Baruch she’achalnu …” (see 
opinions in Magen Avraham, introduction 
to siman 192). Amen is their break; the 
mezamen’s break is Baruch hu u’varuch 
shemo. According to this, since we do not 
answer Amen, the responders might want 
to say Baruch hu u’varuch shemo as well. 

The Perisha (OC 192:2) and the Maharal 
(Netivot Olam, Netiv Ha’avoda 18) connect 
Baruch hu u’varuch shemo to the idea of 
adding on to one’s counterpart’s blessing 
(see Taz, Yoreh Deah 242:5). Here, every 
time the response switches sides, something 
should be added – the responders add 
“… u’v’tuvo chayinu”; the mezamen adds 
“Baruch hu u’varuch shemo.” If so, of course 
it would be only the mezamen who recites 
it, as it sounds from the language of the Tur.

In addition to the Shulchan Aruch not 
bringing the minhag of saying Baruch hu 
u’varuch shemo, the Rama (despite his 
suggested explanation in Darchei Moshe) 
does not believe it is worthwhile, nor does 
the Taz (OC 192:1). The Magen Avraham 
(ibid.) and the Mishna Berura (192:4) 
cite both the practice of saying and of 
not saying, and view the former as more 
prevalent. It is hard for me to say which 
is more common today. For Sephardim, 

the Yalkut Yosef does not mention Baruch 
hu u’varuch shemo regarding zimun. The 
Kaf Hachayim (OC 192:8) discusses the 
counter indications and says that due to 
lack of clarity, it is better to refrain. The 
reason to not welcome additional nice 
words could be out of opposition to post-
Talmudic additions. It is also possible that, 
between zimun and Birkat Hamazon, it is 
forbidden to break for unnecessary things 
(see dilemma of K’tzot Hashulchan 45:(35)).

In conclusion, if one does not have a minhag 
one way or another, the stronger option is 
to not recite Baruch hu u’varuch shemo, at 
least if there is not ten for the zimun. 

Eretz Hemdah has begun a participa-
tory Zoom class - "Behind the Scenes 
with the Vebbe Rebbe" - an analytical 
look at the sources, methodology, 
and considerations behind our rul-
ings, with Rav Daniel Mann. Contact  
info@eretzhemdah.org to join.
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Using  
Weed Killers
Two weeks ago, I wrote about weeding 
and spraying chemicals before or during 
Shemitah. I was happy to receive a detailed 
and practical comment, from a specialist in 
the field, and I got his permission to address 
you with his full comment.

Greetings, Rav Moshe.

We have met previously at various Torah 
and agriculture meetings, and also at Vol-
cani Center where I work. I read your most 
recent Shemitah post in Torah tidbits and 
I would like to correct a possible error.  
In my experience, using the wrong kind of 
weed killer (Roundup (glyphosate), in par-
ticular) can leave residues or even worse 
travel systemically through the roots of the 
sprayed plants to the roots of unsprayed 
plants, and affect them strongly. I have seen 

TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

at least 3 commercial cases of willow trees 
that were very badly affected by a drift 
of weed killers, with the effects (stunting, 
small leaves, reddening of the leaves) last-
ing for up to 3 years. I have seen other cases 
of such sprays hurting, rather than helping, 
a garden. The average gardener will think 
that ‘more is better’, when this is clearly a 
case of ‘kol hamosif goreah’. 

You could suggest pouring hot water on 
weeds, or using Basta, which is supposedly 
less dangerous/residual, or Tordon (good 
for maintaining etrog pitumim, too, at the 
right concentration), or potassium nitrate 
(better for large things like tree stumps, 
but it works, and more important it breaks 
down into fertilizer).

Kol tuv and besorot tovot,
Joshua D. Klein, Ph.D Unit for Agriculture 

According to the Torah Department and 
Natural Resources Institute of Plant Sciences 
Agricultural Research Organization - the 
Volcani Center
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

Rivka and Shifra's Properties 
For sale! In Rechavia and surrounding areas! 
New exclusive in Rechavia/ Shaarei Chessed - Very unique large 
apartment, has massive balcony, separate one bedroom apartment, machsan, 
Shabbat elevator and parking!! Lease land Ben David 5 m nis
Wolfson villa - 5 room apartment, bright and airy with sukka balcony.
Saidoff - 3 room apartment, 2 bathrooms, elevator and  parking! 2.6 m nis
Saidoff - 5 room apartment 156m,  storage , parking, elevator,  amazing views! 
6 m nis  
Lev rechavia - 4 room apartment, sukka balcony, parking, elevator,  
swimming pool and guard! 5.4 m nis 
Renovated wolfson apartment -  130m, amazing views 3.8 m nis. 

For rent!
Talbia - renovated 4 room  apartment, balcony, elevator + parking 10000 nis 
(flex)
Rechavia - 4 room renovated garden apartment in great location. 9300 nis 
Luxury Sukkot rental in Rechavia -  
6 bedrooms 4.5 bath massive garden area
Would love to help you find your home!

Shifra Lopian 0526735300 Rivka Talesnik 0526969956

Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
SHAAREI CHESEDSHAAREI CHESED Townhouses prices from $3,250,000! 
RECHAVIA RECHAVIA // SHAAREI CHESED SHAAREI CHESED 2 brdms. 76 sqm, 2nd
oor, elevator, large succah balcony, renovate to your taste!
RECHAVIARECHAVIA (Ben Maimon) Lovely renovated 2 bdrms., 
low oor, surrounded by greenery! Perfectly located! 
TALBIEH TALBIEH Spacious 3 bedrooms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, 
Shabbat elevator, NIS 2,590,000!!
OLD KATAMONOLD KATAMON 135 sqm duplex, private external 
elevator, succah!
GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY Existing building with permit to
build 250 sqm on a huge lot!
CITY CENTERCITY CENTER 4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies
HOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GANHOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GAN
Cottage 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah, view, parking !
HAR NOFHAR NOF * No steps! Spacious 3 bdrms., storage room, 
permit to enlarge succah facing the view!
* 127 sqm duplex, private entrance + garden!
building permits, lots of potential!
* Unique Villa - 330 sqm with options! view!

RENTALS
OLD KATAMON  OLD KATAMON  Lovely 2 bdrms, un/furnished, 2 balconies
HAR NOFHAR NOF  Entrance level!  Shlav A, 3 bdrm. apt. + 2.5 
bdrms combined extension with a private entrance! 
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DIVREI TORAH FROM
YESHIVOT AND SEMINARIES

In the heart of Jerusalem, David Shapell College of Jewish studies, and 
Midreshet Rachel v’Chaya Women’s College of Jewish studies, provide 
expert Torah study and instruction together with responsible guidance 
in spiritual growth.  They have been changing lives and impacting com-
munities for over 40 years. True to the vision of Deracheha Darche Noam, 
they aim to help Jewish young adults develop in their own way while 
fostering a deep respect for different ways to be a Torah Jew.

Rabbi Shaya Karlinsky 
Dean Yeshiva Darche Noam/
Shapell's and Midreshet 

Rachel v'Chaya

Lama Nigarah
This week’s parsha, 

Beha’alotcha, has a very 
strange exchange with Moshe Rabbeinu. 

Hashem commands the Jewish people to 
bring a Pesach sacrifice in their second year 
in the desert. Upon hearing the command, 
a group approaches Moshe, telling him they 
are ritually impure, and want to know why 
they are being excluded from bringing the 
sacrifice. Moshe tells them he has to check 
with Hashem about what to do. And the 
result is the command for Pesach Sheni, a 
“make up” Pesach sacrifice.

Anyone listening to the conversation 

SHAPELL'S/DARCHÉ NOAM -  
MIDRESHET RACHEL V'CHAYA, YERUSHALAYIM

Torah Tidbits is proud to highlight the many outstanding Rabbis and  
teachers that lead the various Yeshivot and Seminaries here in Israel.

should be asking “They answered their own 
question!” They told Moshe they are ritually 
impure, which is exactly why they can’t 
bring the sacrifice. They are exempt. What 
was their complaint? And why did Hashem 
reply with a new halacha?

There is key word in their question. They 
said: הקריב לבלתי  נגרע   Why should we“ למה 
be deprived by not bringing the sacrifice?” 
(Bamidbar 9:7). Rather than viewing their 
situation as one of exemption, the implica-
tion of their complaint indicated their sense 
of deprivation and diminishment, which is 
the meaning of the root גרע.

Imagine the following situation. There 
are two weddings coming up, one of a cousin 
you really don’t like, and the other of your 
best friend. You really don’t want to attend 
the first one, but have no choice because of 
the family fallout your absence would cause. 
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But you have been looking forward to the 
second one the day after the engagement, 
and eagerly anticipate the wedding date. 

And then there is an airport strike, and 
you can’t get to either wedding. You prob-
ably breathe a sigh of relief -- you are “off 
the hook” with a good excuse for not being 
at your cousin’s wedding. But for the second 
wedding, there is a feeling of deprivation. 
And you may even be searching for alterna-
tive ways to get there. 

When the people who were ritually 
impure heard the command of the Pesach 
sacrifice, their first thought was “We are 
missing out, we are being deprived”, rather 
than “we are exempt.” There is spiritual 
potential available through the performance 
of this mitzvah, and we are able to access it.  
Hashem’s response to such an attitude was 
to create a new opportunity to access the 
spiritual benefit of the mitzvah.

This word appears a second time later in 
the book of Bamidbar in a similar context, 
with a similar result.

When portions of Eretz Yisrael are being 
distributed among the tribes, where sons of 
each family received a protion, the daugh-
ters of Tzlafchad came to Moshe with the 
following complaint: למה יגרע שם אבינו “Why 
will our father’s portion be deprived from 
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 

Continued next week... 02-625-2555 firstisrael.com

Special rates up to 75% LTV: 
30 year 3.85% 
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%
For well qualified borrowers

Purchase / Refinance Rates 
(Non-inflation linked)*

Mortgage 
RATES at 
historic 
LOWS for 
refinance 
& purchase

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv 
*Rates are for quali�ed borrowers and are current as of    
 the printing of this advertisement but are subject to    
 change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and 
 are for illustrative purposes only.continued on next page...
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our family?” (Bamidbar 27:4).
Note their sense of deprivation from hav-

ing a portion in Eretz Yisrael, indicated by 
the word יגרע. And as happened in the previ-
ous case, the response was the presentation 
of a law that had not been taught earlier, the 
inheritance rights of daughters when there 
are no sons. 

What is common in both cases is the 
sense of deprivation being expressed. And in 
both cases, Hashem’s response was to rectify 
that deprivation.

Too often, when circumstances exempt 
us from the fulfillment of a mitzvah, there 
can be a sense of relief, of having a good 
excuse. We don’t necessarily view the cir-
cumstances as causing deprivation. We don’t 
appreciate the spiritual potential that we are 
losing by not being able to fulfill the mitzvah. 
Yes, we are exempt. But do we feel that we 
have been deprived?

How often are we called upon for a com-
munal responsibility or a real charity need 
where we have good reasons for not being 
able to participate. Do we feel deprivation, or 
do we feel excused. Another example which 
is not given the attention it deserves is the 
mitzvah of living in Eretz Yisrael. There are 
many justified reasons for not moving to 
Israel. (See Pitchei Teshuva, Even Haezer 
75:6) But does one feel a sense of exemption, 
or a sense of deprivation?

One of the lessons we learn from Pesach 
Sheni and Bnot Tzlafchad is when circum-
stances prevent us performing a mitzvah. 
We need to have a true sense of being 
deprived of an opportunity. And if that 
response is honest and deep, Hashem may 
assist us in overcoming the barriers in our 
quest for true spiritual accomplishments. 

054-723-3863  

For information on magni�cent stand alone homes in 
German Colony, Baka and Old Katamon.

Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863  

 

 

 Old Katamon/San Simon

Newly renovated 145 sqm apartment on one �oor, 
shabbat elevator, registered parking and storage. 
Price 4,600,000 NIS.

New project  4, 5,  6 rooms available. Underground 
parking, shabbat elevator and storage. Starting 
prices at 3,800,000 NIS- larger apts -6,000,000 NIS.

Brand New Luxury Penthouse, 120 sqm on one �oor 
with a 130 sqm terrace. Call for more info.

Baka
Charming, authentic Jerusalem stone garden apt for 
sale: 225 sqm on two �oors, plus 223 sqm registered 
garden plus 2 parking spots. Call more info.

Magical garden apartment, 229 sqm built space, 
300 sqm registered garden in the heart of Baka. Call 
for more info.

New duplex penthouse, 140 sqm  with two sukka 
terraces only 4,500,000 NIS!!!

Mekor Haim
Quadra garden apartment,107 sqm duplex with 20 
sqm garden , registered parking - pool and gym for 
residences. 3,700,000 NIS.

Jerusalem Theatron Residences: 140 sqm - 300 
sqm  apartments available for sale now!!!  Call 
more info.

Beautiful apartment in Talbiya, 150 sqm, one �oor. 
High end �nishes, underground parking. 
Shabbat elevator, Sukkah terrace.  7,900,000 NIS.

German Colony
100 sqm apt in a new project ready in 2 years. 50 
sqm registered garden, parking. 4,500,000 NIS.

160 sqm on one �oor, 2nd �oor in small luxury 
building. Large sukka terrace. Parking, shabbat 
elevator, views, lots of light.  8,500,000 NIS.

New luxury project. 3 & 4 room apartments, storage 
underground parking, starting at 3,000,000 NIS.

Talbiya

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.   
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com 

  Tel: 054-723-3863  ·  etamorrisrealty.co.il
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LAST ROOMS!!  
                  DESTINY'S 
    YARCHEI KALLAH 
   4 DAYS, THREE NIGHTS 
Sunday-Wednesday, June 13-16 

 
in the magnificent 

LAVI HOTEL 
featuring 

RABBI BEREL WEIN 
                as Scholar in Residence  

Daily Shiurim-lectures by Rabbi Wein and Rabbi Amsel, Exciting Tiyulim, 
separate & family swimming in heated pool, outstanding food, Rubin meat (under 

Mehadrin Rabbanut of Galil Tachton), Daily Jewish & Hollywood films never screened before 
in Israel, Outstanding Live Nightly entertainment 

 
For questions, prices, to register, write or call nachum@jewishdestiny.com  or 0544-54-36-18 

OU ISRAEL CENTER         47

CYBERSECURITY

CYBERSECURITY

PROGRAM

PROGRAM

Our graduates work with
international companies, including: To apply, & for more information, contact our representative 

for Israel, US, UK, & Europe: 

Mrs. D. Erlanger           DETzomet@gmail.com           +972-52-646-0298

CAREERS

CAREERS

WE PARTNER WITH

INTERNATIONAL

CYBERSECURITY

COMPANIES TO GIVE

OUR STUDENTS HANDS-

ON EXPERIENCE

THROUGH OFFICE-

BASED AND REMOTE

INTERNSHIPS.

Launch your cybersecurity 

career with Tzomet's 

NETWORKING
LINUX FUNDAMENTALS
SCRIPTING
THREAT VECTORS
MONITORING & HACKING
TOOLS
RISK MANAGEMENT

AND MORE!

JOIN OUR INTERACTIVE, 

LIVE ONLINE,  INTENSIVE 1-YEAR

CYBERSECURITY COURSE!

LEARN IN-DEPTH EVERYTHING 

YOU NEED TO GAIN

NTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATION

ONE-ON-ONE CAREER 
CONSULTATIONS

 
RESUME / CV 

DEVELOPMENT
 

INTERVIEW WORKSHOP
 

JOB PLACEMENT 
ASSISTANCE

UPON COMPLETION

OF COURSE, TZOMET

PROVIDES:

W W W . T Z O M E T C O U N S E L I N G . C O M

FRUM LEARNING ENVIRONMENT. IDEAL FOR STUDENTS WITH SIMULTANEOUS RESPONSIBILITIES 
(EG. FAMILY/WORK/YESHIVA) LOOKING FOR A HIGH STANDARD, FLEXIBLE CAREER OPPORTUNITY.
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אתה חונן

Young children often like to philoso-
phize about life. A question that is 
often pondered by these young phi-

losophers is the following – If you could 
be granted three wishes, what would you 
choose? Many suggestions are offered – 
health, wealth, happiness, an Iphone etc. 
But there is always one smart kid in the 
room who answers – my first wish would be 
to be the wisest person in the world. Why? 
Because then I’d be wise enough to know 
exactly what’s best for me to choose for my 
last two wishes and not to waste them.

We find a similar concept in the Amidah. 
We begin the בקשות (request) section of the 
Amidah with the bracha of אתה חונן. 

ָך  ֵמִאתְּ נּו  ָחנֵּ יָנה.   בִּ ֶלֱאנוֹׁש  ד  ּוְמַלמֵּ ַעת  דַּ ָלָאָדם  חוֵֹנן  ה  ַאתָּ

ַעת. ה ֳה’ חוֵֹנן ַהדָּ ל. ברּוך ַאתָּ ָעה ִביָנה ְוַהְשׂכֵּ דֵּ

You graciously give knowledge to man and 
teach humans understanding. Graciously 
grant us from You - wisdom, understanding 
and knowledge. Blessed are You Hashem, 
who graciously bestows knowledge. 

Our very first request is for wisdom and 
understanding. Many of the commentaries 
discuss why we specifically begin with this 
request. One answer brought down by the 
Shulchan Aruch (OC 115a) is as follows –

מפני שמותר האדם מן הבהמה היא הבינה והשכל, קבעו 

אין  בינה  אין  שאם  לאמצעיות,  ראש  חונן”  “אתה  ברכת 

תפילה

“Since the advantage of man over animal is 
his intellect and understanding, our Rabbis 
established that the bracha of אתה חונן should 
be the first of the middle brachot, for without 
intellect, there is no Tefilla”.

Human beings are granted the ability 
to pray due to the fact that they have 
intellect and understanding. Therefore, 
before requesting anything else, we need 
to request intellect so that we can then 
proceed to pray properly. 

But the question is – why does one need 
intellect in order to ask for his needs? 
Even an animal knows how to bark or 
whine until he gets his food. So why does 
the Shulchan Aruch write that without 
intellect, there can be no Tefilla?

Furthermore, since Hashem is all-knowing, 
one would think that it shouldn’t take any 
intellect at all to relay to Hashem what our 
needs are. After all, He knows exactly what 
we need, a lot better than we do ourselves. 
In fact, the whole concept of making 
requests to Hashem in our davening seems 
extraneous - why would Hashem need us 
to tell Him what we need?

In order to answer these questions, we 
need to take a closer look at what Tefilla 

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative
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and בקשות (requests) are all about. The root 
of the word להתפלל, to daven, is פלל, which 
means to judge (see Shemot 21:22) or to 
think (see Bereishit 48:11). In the התפעל 
(reflexive) tense –להתפלל, we perform the 
action on ourselves. During Tefilla, we are 
“judging” ourselves, making decisions, 
thinking things over. Tefilla helps us to 
re-define ourselves and to clarify our 
relationship with Hashem.

Based on this, we can understand that the 
Tefilla process is not merely us exercising 
the ability to let Hashem know our needs. 
Rather, we daven in order to transform 
ourselves and make ourselves understand 
better what it is that we need and why. 
And this can only be accomplished if 
we have intellect and understanding. 
Therefore, before we begin to rattle off 
our list of requests, we ask Hashem to 
grant us the intellect and understanding 
in order to know how to go through that 
transformative process effectively – to 
daven properly, to know what it is that we 
need to request, and why.

We need to use our Tefilla experience to 
examine why we want the things that we 
request. Often, we have very real needs 
– a family member is sick, we have 
financial issues, marital issues, etc. 
We need to sit down and analyze why 
our requests are important. We want 
our issues to be solved not just so we 
can live happily ever after but so that 
we can serve Hashem better. When we 
come to that very real realization, we 
can then have the audacity to really 
and truly call out to Hashem. Hashem, 
you need to help me – You want me 

to serve you, make me healthy enough to 
do so. You want me to be able to focus on 
being more spiritual, give me a job, take 
away my marital issues. It’s not a ploy or 
a sneaky way to get what we want. We 
need to transform ourselves, to introspect 
and figure out ultimately what our goal in 
life is supposed to be and what our focus is 
and then we know what to daven for and in 
what way.  The more we do this, the more 
we are constantly evaluating our priorities 
and our goals, and we are constantly 
renewing our relationship with Hashem 
in a very real way.

Once we understand תפילה  and the בקשות in 
this way, it becomes very clear why בינה is 
the very first thing we ask for as we begin 
making requests and why it is that animals 
cannot pray. After all, Tefilla is a very 
intense and transformative experience ואם 
 without intellect, it would ,אין בינה אין תפילה
be completely impossible to grow and 
change through our Tefilla.

We daven every day to Hashem to 
give us the והשכל, ,בינה   ,the wisdom) דעה 
understanding, and knowledge) necessary 
in order to daven properly and transform 
ourselves through our Tefillot. 
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Lia Manning
Gush Etzion  
Chapter Director

Serious FOMO

Imagine a situation in which everyone 
around you gets to take part in what’s 
going on, and although you usually play a 
big role, this time you feel kind of left out. 
Why are the Kohanim being commanded 
about the Menorah now, at the beginning 
of Parashat Beha’alotcha, right after the 
Nesi’im’s Korbanot and right before the 
Leviim are called into question? Accord-
ing to Rashi, they have some serious FOMO 
and therefore are given the Menorah as 
a special role in the Mishkan. Didn’t we 
just have a whole Sefer dedicated to the 
Kohanim’s jobs? Why would they feel left 
out for not being in the spotlight for a few 
short Perakim?

The recent unfolding of events in Opera-
tion “Shomer HaChomot” has left many of 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

us feeling strong and conflicting emotions. 
But one thing is certain, we have all felt 
something. For us residents of Gush Etzion 
it has been a strange sensation. In the past 
we have often, unfortunately, been at the 
forefront of terror attacks and wars. This 
time we have been (b”H) miraculously 
spared, whereas the South and the Mer-
caz have been hit badly with the brunt of 
the missiles and civilian fighting. A friend 
of mine told me that she has this Nebach 
feeling of being left behind. That is not to 
say that, Chas VeShalom, we are jealous of 
the nightmares that our brothers and sis-
ters have been living in the recent weeks. 
Rather, that as our blood flows through Am 
Israel we too want to bear some of the bur-
den. We have been energized to help, host 
families from the South who need a few 
days’ respite to give their kids an impres-
sion of normalcy and open our institutions 
to Chessed projects for those who have it 
harder than us.

In these days especially I can really under-
stand why the Kohanim would want to be 
included more. It’s not about who gets to 
give the most Korbanot, and it’s definitely 
not about who is the greater victim. Rather, 
it’s about us being one people and wanting 
to feel needed and helpful in these incredi-
bly difficult times for our country. May we 
all find ways to share in the Achdut that we 
are witnessing in Am Israel.

We buy your Gold & Silver
Personal home service - 30 years experience

We also buy silverware, gold & silver coins!
Please send me a picture to Whatsapp for free appraisals 

I pay cash! I will meet you where you want! Customer service!

972-54-219-2428
mail: absaffran@gmail.com

Follow Us 
On Facebook
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Deena Kalker
12th Grade, Efrat
Time Is Of  
The Essence

While there is so much to discuss in this 
week’s parsha, I would like to focus on two 
topics that stand out to me. 

The first one being the concept of having a 
“pesach sheini” - an opportunity for those 
who were unable to bring a korban pesach 
due to ritual impurity or distance to bring 
a korban a month later.

The second topic is the ענן- a cloud that 
Hashem used to guide bnei Yisrael through 
the desert. In this week’s parsha, Hashem 
instructs bnei Yisrael to “follow the lead” 
of the cloud. When the cloud stops bnei 
Yisrael is to stop, and when it moves, bnei 
Yisrael is to follow. 

At first glance, these two concepts have no 
correlation. However, with a closer look 
you could see that they have something in 
common-  the importance of time. 

Oftentimes, we are quick to give up or 
move on when things don’t go our way. 

We get the idea in our heads that “it’s never 
going to happen” without really consid-
ering the possibility that maybe, now is 
just not the right time for “it” to happen. 
Maybe, Hashem has set a better time for 
“it” to happen. 

Just like the people who were unable to 
give the korban pesach on Pesach, or like 
Bnei Yisrael who had to follow the lead of 
the cloud even when they were tired and 
wanted a break, or when they were ready 

NCSY Israel is the premier organiza-
tion in Israel, dedicated to connect, 
inspire, empower, and help teen olim 
with "Klita" to the Land of Israel by 
encouraging passionate Judaism 
through Torah and Tradition. Find 
out more at israel.ncsy.org

053-7272-815
Like us on facebook

“premium moving-הובלות אייל” 

www.premiummoving.co.il

MAXI B Xo

בס״ד

The place for extra space

Need Storage?

Jerusalem  Beit-Shemesh

Modiin

to walk but were told to stay. We have to 
understand that ultimately, Hashem has a 
plan. Hashem knows when the best time 
for us to achieve things is and although we 
can’t always see it clearly, we have to trust 
in the process because at the end of the day, 
Hashem always has our back. 

MAZAL TOV TO 
Harriet Mark and family  

on the marriage of her
GRANDDAUGHTER
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For these I weep.…
 על אלה אני בוכיה 

Announcing an Inspirational Jewish 
Experience to Poland with 

 Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler
Wednesday, Oct 13th – Wed, Oct 20th, 2021
(Seven full touring days; Seven hotel 

nights) Visit:Warsaw, Tarnow, Lublin, 
Majdanek, Auschwitz, Plashow, 

Kazimierz, Lezajsk, Lancut, Lodz, 
Czstochowa, Gora Kalwaria, and more…& 

a meaningful Shabbat in Krakow

For more information, please call: 
050 7733117, or  

Email:aaron.adler50@gmail.com

 [All-inclusive price – 
including El Al flights - $1950]

Attention: For Green Passport Carriers Only! 
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GUSH
1999 & 2000 Alumni

20TH Anniversary
 

MIGDAL OZ
2009 & 2010 Alumnae

10TH Anniversary

YESHIVAT HAR ETZION
AND

MIGDAL OZ
VIRTUAL DINNERVIRTUAL DINNER

For registration, donation or more information

please call Yeshivat Har Etzion 02-993-7357,

 go to www.thegushdinner.org,

or contact us at usoffice@haretzion.org

GUESTS OF HONOR

Moshe '74 and Channah Koppel
David '77 and Shira Koppel

David '87 and Bibsi Zuckerbrot

COMMUNAL LEADERSHIP AWARD

Yerachmiel and Gitta Koppel

Dr. Ari '95 and Naomi Wiesen

Rabbi Dr. Avi and Dena Block '04
EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP AWARD

HONORING ALUMNI ANNIVERSARIES

Sunday  June 6, 2021  
5:00 PM Israel time

Bayt Vegan, for sale,
3r, terrace and parking

Har Nof,  for sale,
6r, terrace and storage

Katamon, for sale,
3.5r, garden and storage

Baka, for sale, 3.5r 
 and 2r, taboo,  garden 

www.jerusalemimmobilier.com

Talpiot, for sale, 
4p, terrace, parking 

and terrace

Gideon hauzner,
house,10r,garden

and terrace



Providing You and Your Family with  
High Quality and Personalized Healthcare in Israel

Israel Specialist Physicians


