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פרשת שמיני

להיות 
עם חפשי 
בארצנו

Yom Hashoah/Yom Hazikaron/ Yom Ha'atzmaut Special Edition

OU Israel wishes you  and your family Yom Ha'atzmaut Sameach!

HAVE YOUR PHOTO APPEAR ON THE COVER OF TORAH TIDBITS
Parshat Shelach: Share a scene that captures the beauty of  

Eretz Yisrael. Please submit by May 27.
Please send your high resolution photo to aarong@ouisrael.org

(Image will be cropped to this size: 13.8X18.2 cm, 300 dpi)
We are looking forward to seeing your amazing shots!

REMINDER: KIDDUSH LEVANA
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana Until.. 15 Sivan/ Tues. night ,May 25, 
All night
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Rabbi Avi Berman 
Executive Director, 
OU Israel 

Due to Shavuot and the 
Torah Tidbits printing deadline, I am writ-
ing this article early. We pray for the safety 
and security of all of the citizens and secu-
rity forces of Israel during these uncertain 
times. I daven that by the time you read 
this we will be experiencing peace and 
tranquility.

All of us living in Israel are incredibly 
blessed to be experiencing what in many 
areas feels like an end to the pandemic. 
Israel has and continues to be an example 
to the rest of the world in our vaccination 
campaign and re-emergence from this 
incredibly challenging year plus. We must 
continue to follow the rules and protocols 
in place for our safety, and we pray for the 
health of everyone in Israel and around the 
world. 

As we emerge from a year of home iso-
lations and social distancing, we must 
recondition ourselves to basic human 
needs and behaviors. Let me share a per-
sonal example: pre-Covid, my parents and 
I took it for granted that when I saw them 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

I would give them a hug and a kiss. This is 
the most natural and normal thing in the 
world. Yet, a year of social distancing means 
that we need to readjust to this previously 
natural interaction. My grandchildren hug-
ging me is the best feeling in the world, and 
I assume that my parents feel the same why 
when my siblings and I and our kids hug 
them, but we all have to rehabituate our-
selves after a year of separation. 

So many people are focused 
on figuring out how to 
make Shul and religious 
experiences more meaningful

Just like we need to retrain ourselves to hug 
and kiss our parents, we need to readjust 
to so many positive habits that we took 
for granted in the pre-Covid era. One such 
example is returning to Shul. While every 
community has people who returned to 
Shul the moment they were allowed, 
Rabbis and Shuls throughout the world are 
challenged with re-engaging people in min-
yanim, shiurim, and other programs taking 
place inside the Shuls. Some people are still 
worried for their health and safety while 
others have gotten used to and may even 
prefer their smaller “Covid Minyanim” 
taking place in gardens, parks, basements, 
balconies, etc.

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 79,171
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Anticipating this challenge, the OU in North 
America, with its usual foresight, launched a 
$100,000 challenge grant to stimulate return 
to and reimagination of synagogue life. 
Grants are being awarded to the Shuls that 
come up with the most creative and sustain-
able ideas to get people back into Shul. Rabbi 
Moshe Hauer (Executive Vice President of 
the OU) who we had the honor and privi-
lege hosting and seeing in Israel this week 
informed me that they received 300 applica-
tions. This is incredible. So many people are 
focused on figuring out how to make Shul 
and religious experiences more meaningful 
as we emerge from the pandemic. Yet, this 
interest also illustrates that this is a major 
challenge. It is a challenge that we are seeing 
on a daily basis at the OU Israel Center and 
which we know many other organizations 
and institutions are facing as well. 

At the beginning of this week’s parsha, 
Hashem commands Moshe to take a cen-
sus of Bnei Yisrael. Why must every Jew be 
counted? Because every Jew is valuable, and 
that is how we feel. We are so blessed that 
many of our beloved OU Israel family mem-
bers have started coming to our building for 
shiurim. I felt tremendous nachat this past 
Tuesday seeing the Wolinetz Beit Midrash 

filled with 60 women attending our L’Ayla 
Rosh Chodesh Seminar for Women in loving 
memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld 
a”h. Preparing for Shavuot with Mrs. Zemira 
Ozarowski, Mrs. Shira Smiles, Rabbi Meir 
Goldwicht, and Rabbi Menachem Nissel, 
they brought endless light, energy, and 
Kedusha into the building.

We want to continue this positive momen-
tum and get back to having our classes 
and building as full as it was pre-Covid. In 
order to help you get back into the habit of 
attending in-person Shiurim and for Kavod 
HaTorah, we are very excited that starting 
Isru Chag (May 18) until the end of Sivan 
(June 10) during the month of Matan, all 
regular weekly on-site classes will be free 
of charge. We hope that you take advantage 
of this opportunity to re-emerge from the 
Corona crisis and return to in-person learn-
ing together. We can’t wait to greet your 
smiling facing back in our building. 

Avi, 
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

May the learning in this issue  
be dedicated in loving memory of  

and an aliyat neshama for our  
dear brother

Alan Beer Hy"d
אברהם חיים בן יעקב שמואל זנוויל הי"ד

who died in the #14 bus bombing  
in Jerusalem

 June 11, 2003
י"א סיון תשס"ג

The Beer, Maisel and Carroll families

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of  
RCA Israel Region

1st aliya (Bamidbar 4:21-37) 
Instructions for and a census of 
the family of Gershon (son of 

Levi) are done. The family of Gershon is 
responsible for the textiles of the Mishkan: 
the curtains and the covers of the Mishkan.  
They are to function under the supervi-
sion of Aharon and his sons, in their case, 
under Itamar. The family of Merari is 
instructed and a census taken. Their 
responsibility is the structure of the 
Mishkan: boards, sockets, wall braces. 
Their tasks are assigned by name, super-
vised by Itamar. The census, aged 30 – 50, 
of the family of Kehat is 2,750. 

These first 2 aliyot conclude the descrip-
tion of the jobs of the Leviim in managing 
and transporting the Mishkan. And of 
their census. The Leviim encamp around 

KI TEITZEI the Mishkan. The other 12 tribes encamp 
around them.  

2nd aliya (4:38-49) The census of 
Gershon, 2,630, and Merari, 
3,200. The total of those who will 

serve and carry the Mishkan is 8,580.

With the conclusion of the assigning of 
roles and of the census of the Leviim, the 
detailed description of the Jewish camp is 
complete. In the description of the jobs, the 
names, and the numbers, we begin to see 
the Jewish nation as a nation. It is real peo-
ple, with real names and real populations.  
And this nation is to march with G-d in 
our midst, encamp with Him in our midst.  
With the destination: the land of Israel.  
But, we who know how the rest of the book 
will unfold, recognize this detailed order 
as foreshadowing. Oh that our national 
life would be so neat and tidy.  You here, 
you here. You doing your task, you doing 
yours. All of us recognizing G-d in our 
midst. This is a lovely description of how 
we ought to live and how we ought to travel 
on into the land of Israel. But the book of 
Bamidbar is the meeting of the ideal with 
the real. Instructions and descriptions of 
what ought to be are great; how they actu-
ally are lived in this less than neat and tidy 
world gets messy.  

3rd aliya (5:1-10) Command the 
people to send those, male or 
female with Tzarat, or Zav, or 

Tamei out of the camp. The people did so. 
A man or woman who steals, swears deny-
ing the theft and then admits, shall repay 
the principal plus one fifth to the owner. If 
the owner has died leaving no heirs, the 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

NASO

Condolences to  
Hadassah Jacob and Deborah Polster 

and families  
on the passing of  their sister 
Rivka Rabin a"h

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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payment is paid to the Kohen.  The Kohen’s 
portions fully belong to him. 

These 2 aliyot are also foreshadowing.  
Now that the march to the land of Israel is 
about to become a reality, don’t ignore the 
foibles of people in society. Keep the camp 
tahor – both in the details of the laws and 
in a metaphoric sense. Know that people 
will steal. And not only steal, but lie to cover 
it up. Stealing and lying are paradigmatic 
failures of people trying to live together 
in society. In the book of Bamidbar, when 
we make the shift from theory to practice, 
from instructions to marching, coalescing 
as a nation, human failures are inevita-
ble.  Stealing and lying. The Torah never 
portrays the Jewish people as perfect, pris-
tine. We are a real life people with all of 
our shortcomings. A holy people; but a holy 
people that is real, not fairy tales.

4th aliya (5:11-6:27) The Sotah: If 
a married woman spends time 
alone with a man other than her 

husband, and her husband suspects her of 
having had relations with that man, then 
she is brought to the Kohen. She brings a 
simple offering. The Kohen places water 
and dust in a container. She swears that she 
is innocent. The Kohen writes in a scroll 
that should she be guilty, the water she will 
drink will cause fatal internal damage. 
These words are put in the water. Her offer-
ing is brought; the water is drunk by her. If 
she is guilty, this will be fatal.  If innocent, 
this will prove it. The Nazir: When a person 
vows to be a Nazir, they may not drink wine 
or any product from a grape, may not cut 
their hair and may not come in contact 
with the dead, including closest relatives. 
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discussing how to continue to operate the 
Zula when the teenagers aren’t always 
interested in compiling with corona 
guidelines, such as not properly wearing 
their masks. Due to Corona, the Zula is 
operating outside its usual location on 
Yaffo Street since we cannot be inside. 
The cold in Yerushalayim was frigid, and 
my hands remained in my pockets while 
I shuffled my body to try and stay warm. 
Yet, a few meters in front of me our Zula 
counselors were strumming their guitars 
and sitting calmly as they listened to the 
youth unburden themselves. They were 
seeing the potential in these kids and 
watering them with acceptance and love 
because they know that they will be the 
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish 
people. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 78,424

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה

DECLUTTER
CHALLENGE

36 DAY 

Join the 36 day challenge for $1 a 
day + 7 bonus days to get ready

for Pesach. Daily challenge email,
video, how tos, & support group.

JOIN TODAY!
www.balaganbegone.com/36

Finally declutter 
AND get organized!!

STARTS
FEB 14, 2021

Hotline option avaliable 

davidz@AshkelonProperties.com

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 0 5 4 4 - 3 3 2 6 2 1  

AND THERE’S A REASON WHY DAVKA NOW!
The city of Ashkelon is expanding at a tremendous
pace – from a population of 180,000 to 450,000.
And David Zwebner from Ashkelon Properties, with
over 45 years of experience, can help guide you to
the best possible property available. Choose from
existing apartments or ones still under construction.
Anglo-populated Ashkelon is the answer!

JJEERREEMMIIAAHH  3322,,  1155  
““FFoorr  tthhiiss  iiss  wwhhaatt  tthhee  LLOORRDD......

tthhee  GGoodd  ooff  IIssrraaeell,,  ssaayyss::  HHoouusseess,,
ffiieellddss  aanndd  vviinneeyyaarrddss  wwiillll  aaggaaiinn  

bbee  bboouugghhtt  iinn  tthhiiss  llaanndd..””
BBaarruucchh  HHaasshheemm,,  wwee  ssoolldd  55  mmoorree

aappaarrttmmeennttss  iinn  AAsshhkkeelloonn  tthhiiss  mmoonntthh..

 
“For this is what the LORD...

the God of Israel, says: Houses,
fields and vineyards will again 

be bought in this land.”
Baruch Hashem, we sold 5 more

apartments in Ashkelon this month.

JEREMIAH 32, 15
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If the Nazir does come in contact with the 
dead before the conclusion of his Nazir 
status, then he must bring an offering of 2 
birds, one for a chatat and one for an olah. 
At the final end of his Nazir status he 
brings animals for a chatat, an olah and a 
shlamim. He cuts his hair and burns it. 
Birkat Kohanim: Tell Aharon that he shall 
bless the Jewish people with Birkat 
Kohanim: in so doing they place My name 
on the people and I bless them. 

The 2 quite dramatic mitzvot in this aliya 
express the theme of Bamidbar:  the tricky 
business of living the ideal in this compli-
cated world of the imperfect. The ideal has 
been the topic of Shemot and Vayikra: liv-
ing a life with G-d in our midst, a holy life, 
a noble and sanctified life walking with 
our G-d in our midst. But stuff happens in 
life.  That ideal has to be lived by real live 
people, who, well, get in the way. 

The 2 elaborate mitzvot mentioned here, 
Sotah and Nazir, are breaches in commu-
nal life in particular. Sefer Bamidbar, as 
the book of the march to the land of Israel, 
is both the transition from the ideal life 
of camping at Mt. Sinai, to the rough and 
tumble of real people living real lives. And 

it is the maturing of the Jewish people in 
our communal, national expression. Sotah 
and Nazir are breaches in communal life.  
The Sotah, the wife suspected of adultery, 
is a breakdown in the holiness of family 
life. The Nazir is a breach in the reach 
for super holiness; as if to say the Torah 
isn’t enough, isn’t holy enough for me. 
Insufficient holiness is a breach, but no 
less a breach is super holiness.

In the mitzvah of the Nazir, left unsaid 
is what prompts this person to swear off 
wine, contact with the dead and cutting 
their hair. Something is going on in their 
life so that they need to restrict them-
selves.  Vows of restriction of this sort 
could be a desire to live an even more 
rarefied and holy life than the rest of us. 
That may be a noble desire; or it may be 
distorted. When the Nazir has failed him-
self and wants to rectify his weaknesses by 
swearing off wine, that would appear pos-
itive. But if the Nazir ascribes to himself a 
holier than thou position, that the Torah 
is fine for you, but not for me, then this is 
a breach not of erosion but of hubris, of 
condescension.

5th aliya (7:1-41) On the day 
Moshe completed, anointed and 
sanctified the Mishkan and all it 

contains, the leaders of the tribes brought 
a contribution. They brought 6 wagons 
and 12 oxen for the transport of the 
Mishkan: 2 wagons and 4 oxen were given 
to Gershon, 4 wagons and 8 oxen to Merari.  
Kehat did not receive any for they carried 
the vessels of the Mishkan on their shoul-
ders. The leaders of each of the 12 tribes 
brought offerings as an inauguration of 

Shabbat Parshat Naso
י"א סיון

marks 10 years  
since we lost our beloved

YONI LURIE ז"ל
We miss his beautiful smile
and always-calm demeanor.

Marcia, Lloyd, Yaffa, Sky
and his many dear friends
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the Mishkan. Each day the leader of the 
tribe is named and his offering brought. 
Each leader’s offering is identical.

Our parsha is the longest parsha in the 
Torah due to these last 3 aliyot. In fact, 
these 3 aliyot are only one chapter but a 
chapter of 89 verses, longer than many full 
parshiot.    

6th aliya (7:42-71) The descrip-
tion of the leader’s offerings 
continues, outlining days 6 to 10.

Each day a different Nasi, head of the tribe 
brought an offering, though the offering 
was identical each day. This repetition 
engages the commentators. Perhaps this 
relates to the nature of leadership itself.  
Jonathan Sacks, z”l, occupied himself 
extensively with the notion of leadership.  
One of his dominant themes was the 
theme of service versus power. A Jewish 
leader serves his people. And serves his 
G-d. Not himself. This is hammered home 
by the offerings of the Nasi. In offering to 
G-d, the Nasi is expressing that he is a ser-
vant of G-d and a servant of His people. 
The march to the land will be demanding 
of these leaders. They need to affirm from 
the outset that they serve not themselves 
but their G-d and their people.

7th aliya (7:72-89) The descrip-
tion of the leader’s offerings 
continues, with days 11 and 12. 

The Torah enumerates the totals of each of 
the offerings brought by the leaders. These 
served as inauguration of the anointed 
altar. When Moshe entered the Ohel Moed 
to speak with G-d, he heard the Voice ema-
nate from upon the kaporet, the covering 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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18 mitzvot; 7 positive, 11 prohibitions - the most of 
Bamidbar's 10 sedras 
18 might not seem to be that many mitzvot, but only 
9 sedras in the Torah (of 54) have more mitzvot than 
Naso

MITZVOT

STATS

35th of 54 sedras; 2nd of 10 in Bamidbar 
Written on 311 lines in a Sefer Torah. 
That's a record breaking 7.4 columns 26 Parshiyot; 
18 open, 8 closed. Only 4 sedras have more parshiyot 
176 p'sukim, 2264 words,8632 letters 

Indisputably the longest sedra in the Torah, however 
you count length.
Naso is well below average, though, in length of 
p'sukim, but not enough to affect its first place ranking 

of the Aron, from between the angels and 
He spoke with him.

The Parsha concludes with a repetition 
that G-d spoke to Moshe from above the 
Aron. Whereas the emphasis previously 
was on the magic of the meeting of G-d 
and man, here the emphasis is on the 
content: Moshe acts on Divine instruc-
tion, not his own personal power and 
pride.  

HAFTORAH NASO  
SHOFTIM 13:2-25

The theme of the laws related to the 
nazir comes to light in the haftorah by 
describing the birth of Shimshon. 

A child is to be born to Manoach and his 
wife, members of the tribe of Dan. An 
angel of God conveys the message that 
this child is to observe the nazarite laws 
by abstaining from all foods forbidden to a 
nazarite. The angel also declares that this 
child will defend the Jewish people from 
the Philistine oppression and will protect 
the nation of Israel in the Land.

God then sends the angel a second time 

to convey the same message and establish 
that these instructions are to be closely 
followed. The angel instructs Manoach 
to take a goat that he wished to slaughter 
for a celebratory meal upon hearing of 
this joyful news, and instead, bring it as a 
sacrifice to God.

The prophecy from heaven comes to 
fruition and the child Shimshon is born 
into the world: “And the boy grew up, and 
God blessed him.” 

050-4455975www.talclean.co.il
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Sanctity and 
Sanctimony

We are all full of contradictions. 
There is a part of us which is 
noble, kind and generous. But 

there is another part that is selfish and 
stingy, and which can even be cruel.

That is the way we were created. We have 
the potential for good, yet it is matched with 
our potential for evil. At different times in 
our lives and in different circumstances 
throughout our lives, one part or the other 
dominates.

What is especially fascinating is that often 
we are both good and evil, kind and cruel, 
at the same time. It is no wonder then that 
we know so many people who can best 
be described in paradoxical terms: the 
wounded healer, the generous miser, the 
sinful saint, the foolish sage, the righteous 
knave.

In this week’s Torah portion, Parshat Naso, 
we meet an individual who displays both 
negative and positive qualities in the very 
same role. I speak of the Nazarite, or Nazir 
in Hebrew, the man or woman who vows 
to adopt an ascetic lifestyle, a lifestyle 
of abstention from wine and anything 
connected to wine, and who commits to 

never shaving or taking a haircut, or to 
coming into contact with the dead, even at 
the funerals of his or her own parents or 
siblings.

The very word “nazir” means to withdraw, 
to remove oneself from others and from 
worldly pleasures. The Torah describes 
such a person, over and over again, as 
holy. “He shall be holy...He is holy unto the 
Lord...” (Numbers 6:5 and 6:8)

Yet, should the Nazarite inadvertently 
come into contact with the dead, then he 
is to offer a specified set of sacrifices. And 
these sacrifices are to “make atonement for 
him, for he sinned al hanefesh, by reason of 
the soul.” (Numbers 6:11)

What does it mean to “sin by reason of 
the soul”? The simple meaning is that the 
“soul” here refers to the soul of the dead 
body with whom he accidentally came 
into contact. So he needs atonement for his 
chance exposure to a corpse.

There is another opinion in the Talmud 
that says that “soul” here refers to the 
Nazarite’s own soul, and that somehow, 
in renouncing the pleasures of life, he has 
sinned against his very own soul. In the 
words of Dr. J.H. Hertz, whose commentary 
on the Bible has become, regrettably in my 
opinion, less popular than it once was, “...
he was ordered to make atonement for 
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his vow to abstain from drinking wine, an 
unnecessary self-denial in regard to one of 
the permitted pleasures of life.”

The Torah recognizes the inner 
contradiction of the Nazarite’s lifestyle. 
On the one hand it is a lifestyle of holiness, 
and that is to be commended. But on the 
other hand, it is an act of renunciation 
of the pleasures of God’s world, and as 
such it expresses ingratitude, perhaps 
unacceptably extreme piety.

I find myself frequently reflecting upon 
this Talmudic view and its implications. 
For we often encounter in our religious 
worlds individuals who are in many ways 
paragons of spiritual virtue, but who 
at the same time radiate an attitude of 
condescension to others of lesser spiritual 
attainments.

We have all met people who are outwardly 
very religious, and perhaps even inwardly 
and sincerely so, but who seemed to be 
saying to us, “I am holier than thou.” 
And we have all felt belittled, sometimes 
insulted, but invariably put off by such 
individuals.

There is a word in English, although I have 
never been able to find a precise Hebrew 
equivalent, which describes such behavior. 
That word is “sanctimonious.” Webster’s 
dictionary defines “sanctimonious” as 
“pretending to be very holy or pious; 
affecting righteousness.”

Whereas this dictionary definition seems to 
stress the fraudulent or insincere quality of 
the sanctimonious individual, I have often 
found that these individuals are quite 
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sincere in their own inner conscience; 
but along with their righteousness is an 
attitude of “holier than thou.”

I do not want to end this little essay by 
simply pointing out the self-righteous 
behavior that we experience in others. 
I think that we are all sometimes guilty 
of sanctimony, and need to be on guard 
against it.

The readers of these weekly words on 
the parsha, by virtue of the very fact that 
they are readers, are religious people. And 
religious people need to be very careful 
not to send the message, “I am holier than 
thou.” We have to be careful that our acts 
of piety are sincere, that’s for certain. But 
we also have to be cautious that those not 
acts be viewed by others as statements of 
spiritual superiority.

The religious person must always be on 
guard against hypocrisy and must always 
be sensitive to the reactions he or she 
provokes in others. If those reactions are of 
respect and admiration, then we have made 
a kiddush Hashem, thereby advancing the 
cause of our faith.

But if others are made to feel inferior by 
our airs of religious observance, then not 
only have we lost them to our faith, but 
we have fostered a chillul hashem, causing 
others to look negatively upon the religion 
they represent.

I encourage the reader to find a Hebrew 
equivalent for the word “sanctimony.” But 
even if such a word cannot be found, I urge 
all observant Jews to avoid sanctimonious 
behavior. 
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The Politics  
of Envy

Few things in the Torah are more 
revolutionary than its conception 
of leadership.

Ancient societies were hierarchical. The 
masses were poor and prone to hunger 

and disease. They were usually illiterate. 
They were exploited by rulers as a means 
to wealth and power rather than treated 
as people with individual rights – a con-
cept born only in the seventeenth century. 
At times they formed a corvée, a vast 
conscripted labour force, often used to 
construct monumental buildings intended 
to glorify kings. At others they were dra-
gooned into the army to further the ruler’s 
imperial designs.

Rulers often had absolute power of life 
and death over their subjects. Not only 
were kings and pharaohs heads of state; 
they also held the highest religious rank, 
as they were considered children of the 
gods or even demigods themselves. Their 
power had nothing to do with the consent 
of the governed. It was seen as written into 
the fabric of the universe. Just as the sun 
ruled the sky and the lion ruled the animal 
realm, so kings ruled their populations. 
That was how things were in nature, and 
nature itself was sacrosanct.

The Torah is a sustained polemic against 
this way of seeing things. Not just kings but 
all of us, regardless of colour, culture, class 
or creed, are in the image and likeness of 
God. In the Torah, God summons His spe-
cial people, Israel, to take the first steps 
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towards what might eventually become a 
truly egalitarian society – or to put it more 
precisely, a society in which dignity, kavod, 
does not depend on power or wealth or an 
accident of birth.

Hence the concept, which we will explore 
more fully in parshat Korach, of leadership 
as service. The highest title accorded to 
Moses in the Torah is that of eved Hashem, 
“a servant of God” (Deut. 34:5). His highest 
praise is that he was “very humble, more 
so than anyone else on earth” (Num. 12:3). 
To lead is to serve. Greatness is humility. 
As the book of Proverbs puts it, “A man’s 
pride will bring him low, but the humble 
in spirit will retain honour” (Prov. 29:23).

The Torah points us in the direction of an 
ideal world, but it does not assume that 
we have reached it yet or even that we are 
within striking distance. The people Moses 
led, like many of us today, were still prone 
to fixate on ambition, aspiration, vanity, 
and self-indulgence. They still had the 
human desire for honour and status. And 
Moses had to recognise that fact. It would 
be a major source of conflict in the months 
and years ahead. It is one of the primary 
themes of the book of Bamidbar.

Of whom were the Israelites jealous? Most 
of them did not aspire to be Moses. He was, 
after all, the man who spoke to God and to 
whom God spoke. He performed miracles, 
brought plagues against the Egyptians, 
divided the Red Sea, and gave the peo-
ple water from a rock and manna from 
heaven. Few would have had the hubris to 
believe they could do any of these things.

But they did have reason to resent the fact 
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that religious leadership seemed to be 
confined to only one tribe, Levi, and one 
family within that tribe, the Kohanim, male 
descendants of Aaron. Now that the Taber-
nacle was to be consecrated and the people 
were about to begin the second half of their 
journey, from Sinai to the Promised Land, 
there was a real risk of envy and animosity.

That is a constant throughout history. We 
desire, said Shakespeare, “this man’s gift 
and that man’s scope.” Aeschylus said, 
“It is in the character of very few men to 
honour without envy a friend who has 
prospered.”1 Goethe warned that although 
“hatred is active, and envy passive dislike; 
there is but one step from envy to hate.” 
Jews should know this in their very bones. 

1  Aeschylus, Agamemnon l.832.

We have often been envied, and all too fre-
quently has that envy turned to hate, with 
tragic consequences.

Leaders need to be aware of the perils of 
envy, especially within the people they 
lead. This is one of the unifying themes of 
the long and apparently disconnected par-
sha of Naso. In it we see Moses confronting 
three potential sources of envy. The first lay 
within the tribe of Levi. Its members had 
reason to resent the fact that priesthood had 
gone to just one man and his descendants: 
Aaron, Moses’ brother.

The second had to do with individuals who 
were neither of the tribe of Levi nor of the 
family of Aaron but who felt that they had 
the right to be holy in the sense of having a 
special, intense relationship with God in the 
way that the priests had. The third had to do 

20%
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with the leadership of the other tribes who 
might have felt left out of the service of the 
Tabernacle. We see Moses dealing sequen-
tially with all these potential dangers.

First, he gives each Levitical clan a special 
role in carrying the vessels, furnishings, and 
framework of the Tabernacle whenever the 
people journeyed from place to place. The 
most sacred objects were to be carried by 
the clan of Kohath. The Gershonites were to 
carry the cloths, coverings, and drapes. The 
Merarites were to carry the planks, bars, 
posts, and sockets that made up the Taber-
nacle’s framework. Each clan was, in other 
words, to have a special role and place in 
the solemn procession as the house of God 
was carried through the desert.

Next, Moses deals with individuals who 
aspire to a higher level of holiness. This, it 

seems, is the underlying logic of the Nazir-
ite, the individual who vows to set himself 
apart for the Lord (Numbers 6:2). He was 
not to drink wine or any other grape prod-
uct; he was not to have his hair cut; and 
he was not defile himself through contact 
with the dead. Becoming a Nazarite was, 
it seems, a way of temporarily assuming 
the kind of set-apartness associated with 
the priesthood, a voluntary extra degree of 
holiness.2

Lastly, Moses turns to the leadership of the 
tribes. The highly repetitive chapter 7 of 
our parsha itemises the offerings of each of 
the tribes on the occasion of the dedication 
of the altar. Their offerings were identical, 

2  See Maimonides, Hilchot Shemittah ve-
Yovel 13:13.
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and the Torah could have abbreviated its 
account by describing the gifts brought by 
one tribe and stating that each of the other 
tribes did likewise. Yet the sheer repetition 
has the effect of emphasising the fact that 
each tribe had its moment of glory. Each, by 
giving to the house of God, acquired its own 
share of honour.

These episodes are not the whole of Naso 
but they consist of enough of it to signal 
a principle that every leader and every 
group needs to take seriously. Even when 
people accept, in theory, the equal dignity 
of all, and even when they see leadership 
as service, the old dysfunctional passions 
die hard. People still resent the success of 
others. They still feel that honour has gone 
to others when it should have gone to them. 
Rabbi Elazar HaKappar said: “Envy, lust 
and the pursuit of honour drive a person 
out of the world.”3

The fact that these are destructive emo-
tions does not stop some people – perhaps 
most of us – feeling them from time to time, 
and nothing does more to put at risk the 

3  Mishnah Avot 4:21.

harmony of the group. That is one reason 
why a leader must be humble. They should 
feel none of these things. But a leader must 
also be aware that not everyone is humble. 
Every Moses has a Korach, every Julius 
Caesar a Cassius, every Duncan a Macbeth, 
every Othello an Iago. In many groups 
there is a potential troublemaker driven by 
a sense of injury to their self-esteem. These 
are often a leader’s deadliest enemies and 
they can do great damage to the group.

There is no way of eliminating the danger 
entirely, but Moses in this week’s parsha 
tells us how to behave. 

Honour everyone equally. Pay special 
attention to potentially disaffected 
groups. Make each feel valued. Give 
everyone a moment in the limelight if 
only in a ceremonial way. Set a personal 
example of humility. Make it clear to all 
that leadership is service, not a form of 
status. Find ways in which those with a 
particular passion can express it, and 
ensure that everyone has a chance to con-
tribute. There is no failsafe way to avoid the 
politics of envy but there are ways of mini-
mising it, and our parsha is an object lesson 
in how to do so. 
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This week, we read the story of Shim-
shon from Sefer Shoftim as the 
haftarah, a selection that connects to 

the laws of the Nazir but not to the major 
themes of the parasha, the function of the 
Leviyim and the gifts of the nesi’im. This 
decision of Chazal is not unprecedented 
nor so surprising. However, given the 
inherent difficulties in understanding the 
behavior of the Biblical hero as portrayed 
in the Tanach (something we have dis-
cussed in previous articles), we might have 
expected a selection that would not raise 
such controversy. 

Unless Chazal had a specific lesson to share 
with us. And I submit that they did.

The story of Shimshon is one of a man who 
had remarkable, G-d granted talents and 
abilities. A hero whose parents were told 
that he would deliver his nation from the 
oppressive hand of the Plishtim. A man who 
could have – and should have – removed 
the Philistine threat from Am Yisrael. And 
yet, it does not seem that he did. After the 
victories of the shofet Othniel, the text tells 
us that the people lived securely for 40 
years. After the leadership of Ehud (and 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

Shamgar?) we read how the land was 
silenced for 80 years. After the victory of 
Devorah there was 40 years of peace and 
the victory of Gideon over Midian brought 
40 more years of calm. But nothing is 
mentioned about the post Shimshon era!

We read in this parasha how 
they eagerly gave their gifts 
before anyone else

So why did Shimshon “fail” in his mission?

With some hesitation I would suggest that 
Chazal were leaving us a message which 
they derived from the parasha and which 
they call upon us to remember.

As I mentioned, the final section of our 
Torah reading this Shabbat tells of the dona-
tions of the nesi’im. Rashi quoted R. Natan 
from the Tanchuma both here (7: 3) and in 
Shmot (35; 27) that these tribal leaders were 
reprimanded for having been the last ones 
to donate to the construction of the Mishkan 
and so they made sure to be the first ones to 
bring their gifts at the dedication. Although 

www.translationsandadvocacyforolimhadashim.com
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these leaders had good reason to delay their 
initial donation – so that they could “fill-in” 
what the people failed to donate – the very 
act of postponing their contributions may 
well have been seen by the nation as an act 
of hubris, i.e., that their G-d given status 
freed them entirely from any obligation. 
Humbled by the unintentional result of 
their initial act, we read in this parasha how 
they eagerly gave their gifts before anyone 
else.

So what of Shimshon? Is it unreasonable to 
see his actions as those of one who believed 
he was chosen by G-d and, therefore, was 
above the people? Wouldn’t that explain 
why he never gathered an army to fight 
the Philistines? Or why he never thanks 
Hashem for His victories? Or why his vic-
tories came only when he was personally 
offended or threatened but NEVER when he 
chose to defend Israel? 

And, might we even believe, that he felt that 
he need not follow his divine mission? 

Those who are given special talents or ele-
vated status can easily fall into that trap. 
The importance of seeing Hashem’s hand 
in our successes and in our abilities takes 
on even greater significance when under-
standing that we must use them to further 
the glory of Hashem – and not that of our-
selves. And that, truly, is the mission that we 
all are given. 

Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish 
History lectures can be viewed by 
visiting the OU Israel Video archive: 
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-li-
brary

Everyone wants to improve their 
memory and indeed with exercises 
and learned strategies it can be done. 
In this course, useful for professionals 
and laymen, we study why we forget, 
stages in memory retention and what 
interferes in our mental processes. 

  Wednesdays | 6 Meetings
 Course begins May 26, 2021

 Teacher: Rakel Berenbaum 

 Improving
your Memory

ONLINE

On line English course – 9:30-11:00 

5% early bird discount if you register by May 15th 
10% discount on your second course

Visit www.herzog.ac.il to register
or call 02-9937337 for more information
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

In the Basket!

In parshas Naso we are introduced to 
the nazir. A nazir is an individual who 
takes an oath to refrain from drinking 

wine, cutting his hair, or becoming tame 
mes (impure from a corpse). There is a de-
bate among the rishonim as to whether or 
not nezirus is commendable. The Rambam 
believes it is not ideal and indicates a weak-
ness in one’s self-control, to take an oath 
in order to refrain from certain physical 
pleasures. The Ramban on the other hand 
argues that nezirus is praiseworthy and one 
offers a chatas after having completed his or 
her nezirus period because they are digress-
ing from a higher spiritual level. 

At the end of one’s nizirus cycle there is an 
obligation to offer three sacrifices: one as 
a Korban olah, one as a chatas, and one as 
a shlamim. (Bamidbar 6:14). In addition, 
the Nazir is to bring a basket of bread – 

referred to as a סל  - “sal” (Bamidbar 6:15)

ִח֣ים  ַמּצ֖וֹת ְמשֻׁ ּוְרִקיֵק֥י  ֶ֔מן  שֶּׁ לּולֹ֣ת בַּ בְּ ַחּלֹת֙  ַמּצ֗וֹת סֶֹ֤לת  ַס֣ל 

יֶה. ֶ֑מן ּוִמְנָחָת֖ם ְוִנְסכֵּ שָּׁ בַּ

It is interesting to note that the bread that is 
brought by the nazir, is specifically placed 
in a סל – basket.  In fact, the term סל  - basket 
is used three times in this paragraph (pasuk 
15, 17 and 19). When one offers a korban 
Todah and brings 40 loaves of bread there is 
no obligation to place the bread in a basket. 
What is the emphasis here on the basket? 

There is only one other occasion when 
the Torah dictates that one brings bread 
in a basket in connection with a Korban 
and that is in reference to the korbanos 
that were brought during the miluim and 
chanukas Hamishkan (Shemos 29:3 and 
Vayikra 8:2).  

We cannot allow those 
inspirational experiences to 
dissipate

Not only is the basket of bread mentioned 
both with respect to the sacrifice of the 
nazir and the miluim, but the same three 
korbanos (olah, chatas and shlamim), were 
offered on both occasions as well. 

What exactly is the connection between a 
nazir and the miluim (the days the mishkan 

Shadchan for Singles 30+
Based in Jerusalem

Zoom or Telephone Interviews
Experienced, Respectful, 

Confidential 
For more info call 058.328.2283
jerusalemschadcan@gmail.com



OU ISRAEL CENTER         25

was inaugurated)? One would think that they 
are in fact opposites. The miluim represented 
the initiation of the mishkan, while the nazir 
brought these offerings and the basket of 
bread at the completion of his cycle. 

Rav Sorotzkin in Oznayim L’Torah derives 
an important lesson from this apparent 
parallelism. The purpose of nezirus is not 
to set aside a certain period where one 
“feels” holy. Rather, it is supposed to be 
a period that elevates an individual such 
that it impacts his future- post nezirus 
period and leads to a permanent change. 
Essentially to place that spiritual boost 
into the “basket” and take that uplifting 
moment with you. Similar to the chanukas 
hamishkan, which represented the 
preparatory stage of priming the mishkan 
for the avoda, – so too the nazirus period 
should be viewed as a preparatory stage 
in grooming the individual to undergo a 
permanent, positive and  lasting change in 
his or her life.  

Although we cannot fulfil nezirus today 
in its complete format, this lesson is very 
relevant to each and every one of us. We 
often feel inspired after hearing a good 
shiur, performing an act of chesed or 
participating in a meaningful davening. 
We cannot allow those inspirational 
experiences to dissipate. Rather, we have 
to internalize those moments by inserting 
those inspirational highs into our “spiritual 
basket” and carry it with us. To allow that 
feeling to  penetrate us and to serve as 
the primer to enable us to permanently 
improve upon ourselves and our religious 
observance. 
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SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Individuality

Throughout Parashat Naso we find 
numerous intimations to one of 
Judaism’s most fundamental princi-

ples: the distinctiveness and individuality 
of each person. Chazal teach that every 
person is required to say, “for ME the 
world was created” (Masechet Sanhedrin 
4;5).  Indeed, the word Adam has no plu-
ral form, for each person is unique. The 
Maharal points out that man is the only 
species created as an individual, unlike oth-
er organisms and plants who were created 
in groups. This demonstrates how everyone 
has their unique make-up and particular 
struggles which enable them to bring the 
great glory of Hashem into this world. In 
the times of the Prophets, the Gra notes, 
the Navi had extraordinary insight to tell a 
person how to actualize his specific mission 
using his singular strengths. Although we 
do not have this advantage today, we can 
use the teachings of Torah and mitzvot as 
our guide to fulfill our exclusive potential.  

The end of the parashah details the sacri-
fices that each of the princes brought at the 

time of the Mishkan’s consecration. The 
Torah enumerates the specifics of each 
prince’s sacrifice to the smallest details 
albeit they all brought the exact same 
gifts. The Ramban teaches that although 
the sacrifices seemed to be identical on 
the outside, each prince brought his gift 
and injected his individual kavanot reflect-
ing the distinctiveness of his tribe. What 
comes to mind when reading the parashah 
is that one must be acutely aware that 
outer behavior needs to be understood 
within the context of inner mindset. This 
is what creates uniqueness and individu-
ality.  Naso, the lengthiest parashah in the 
Torah, reminds us to see beyond superfi-
ciality and highlight that which is distinct.

We find this concept echoed further in the 
parashah where the Torah describes the 
appointments of each Levite family (Bam-
idbar 4;24-33). The Ramban emphasizes 
that the jobs were not just given to the 
tribe at large or to a particular household, 
rather, each job was directed to a specific 
person.  This again underscores the indi-
vidual mission each person is assigned 
when they are born.

Whatever job we are given and whatev-
er challenges we face, we are also given 
the wherewithal to manage it. Hence, the 
family of Merari, who carried the heaviest 
items of the Mishkan, were given four wag-
ons to help with their load. The family of 
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Gershon, however, carried a lighter load 
so they were given only two wagons. The 
Pnei Menachem of Gur comments that we 
find this exact concept intimated in Pesukei 
Dezimra.  Dovid Hamelech tells us that 
Hashem is “hanoten sheleg katzamer, kfor 
kaefer yefazer” (Tehillim 147;16). Hashem 
gives snow like wool; He scatters frost like 
ashes.  Whatever situation we are in, Hash-
em gives us the people and the resources to 
navigate our unique circumstance.  

Finally, we learn from the family of Kehat, 
who carried the Aron on their shoulders, 
the necessary attitude we must have 
toward our mission in this world. The 
Torah tells us that they did not receive 
any wagons since “bakatef yisau”, they 
carried the Holy Ark on their shoulders. 
Chazal question why the word “carry” is 
necessary here. Is it not understood from 
“on their shoulders” that they were car-
rying it?  Rather, “yisau” is related to “seu 
zimra”, raise up in song.  The members of 
Kehat sang with joy at the opportunity to 
carry the Aron. Likewise, notes the Sefat 
Emes, each of us who is ‘carrying the glory 
of Hashem’ in our lives, should do so with 
joy and song. 

 CHESED FUND
Please help those less fortunate, 

desperate for assistance.
Make checks (Israeli only) payable to

"The Chesed Fund"
and send to 

ISRAEL CENTER CHESED FUND
att. Menachem Persoff

POB 37015 Jerusalem 91370
or donations can be brought to the  

OU Israel Center.

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 101m, renovated, 
master bedroom, safe room, sukkah balcony, view, 
parking, Shabat elevator, 3,400,000NIS

Kiryat Shmuel: 4-room apartment, 95m, sukkah 
balcony, overwhelming panoramic view, Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, 3,290,000 NIS

Rechavia: 5-room apartment, 130m, balconies, 4 
exposures, elevator, small and quiet building 4,950,000 NIS

Old Katamon: Unique 5-room Arab house, renovated 
to a very high standard, spacious, large sukkah balcony, 
high ceilings, covered parking, private entrance.

Kiryat Moshe: Rare 5-room apartment, 130m, 3 large 
sukkah balconies, 100m roof with building rights, private 
parking, large storage, 4,950,000 NIS

Ir Ganim: 4-room apartment, bright, building permit 
for TMA 38/1 project, security room, balcony, elevator, 
storage. 1,450,000 million NIS, Excellent deal

Givat Mordechai: 3&4-room apartments, renovated, 
bright, elevator, parking, storage, 1,690,000/2,250,000 NIS

Old Katamon, Rasko & Arnona: 2-6 room apartments & 
well-designed penthouse, new projects!! high specifications, 
wide balconies, view, parking, elevator & storage

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

Meir
Golan

www.golan-realestate.net
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Out There,  
In Here 

Rav Shimshon Pincus, zt’l, once related 
an extraordinary encounter he had 
with a granddaughter of the holy 

Chafetz Chaim, zy’a. She was already an 
elderly woman, had recently emigrated 
from Russia, and was temporarily staying in 
a merkaz klitah, absorption center for new 
olim in the southern Israeli city of Be’ersheva.  
Soon after WWI, she had left home as an ide-
alistic teenager to attend university and was 
studying science and technology when she 
returned to Radin to visit her grandfather 
for the last time. With great emotion, the 
woman recalled the final conversation she 
had with her saintly grandfather: 

“‘Zeideh,’ I asked, ‘why do you sit here all day 
in the finsternish of the shtetl, in the dark-
ness of our small town? There is a big bright 
world out there of enlightenment and tech-
nological advancement. Just look outside! 
There are airplanes in the sky and no limits 
to where mankind can advance!’

“For a few moments, my holy grandfather 
gazed out of the window of his tiny study in 

his simple home in Radin, then looked at me 
intently and answered me with both love 
and fiery conviction: ‘One day, Zei, they, with 
their enlightened technology will build air-
planes and drop bombs that can destroy the 
entire world. Ubber mir machen mentchen 
— but in here,’ he said, placing his hand on 
the wall of that holy room, ‘we are building 
people! Darling, do you hear? With Torah, 
mir machen mentchen…’” 

חָֹתם׃  פְּ ֵני ֵגְרׁשוֹן גַּם־ֵהם ְלֵבית ֲאבָֹתם ְלִמשְׁ ָנשׂא ֶאת־רֹאׁש בְּ

Take a census of the sons of Gershon, of them 
too, following their fathers’ houses, accord-
ing to their families. (Bamidbar, 4:22) 

The descendants of Gershon, the eldest 
of the sons of Levi, were charged with the 
care of the outer Mishkan including the tent 
and its covering, doors and hangings. Rashi 
explains the straightforward pshat of our 
pasuk’s instruction: following the counting 
of Bnei Kehas, the Torah instructs all of those 
Bnei Gershon who are able to perform the 
service of the Mishkan to be counted.

Different terminology is used throughout 
Torah to describe counting: pekidah, sefirah 
and also the term that is the name of our 
sedra, ‘Nasso’, which literally means ‘lift-
ing up’. Our sedra is read on the Shabbos 
following Shavuos. Rav Moshe Feinstein, 
zt’l, notes that every man, woman and 
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child was present at Har Sinai, and each 
one of us experienced revelation. At Sinai, 
we became ‘lifted up’ or elevated. After the 
chag of Shavuos, too, we are different people. 
It follows reason that we be ‘counted’ again 
this week, after we have received the Torah; 
Matan Torah has filled with a renewed 
awareness that every one of us counts. We 
have come to believe in our potential for 
growth and ascension. The power of Torah 
has ‘built us up’.

The students of the Baal Shem Tov point out 
that the particular avodah assigned to Bnei 
Gershon on the outer elements of the Mish-
kan represents individuals who are ‘on the 
outs’. Those among us who have travelled 
some distance away from their spiritual 
home-base and tradition, can feel מגורשים, 
or ‘foreign’ to their their identity and roots. 
This resonates with the meaning of the name 
Gershon itself: “a sojourner there”. 

Reb Simcha Bunim of Peshischa, explains, 
however, that even those who see them-
selves as ‘Bnei Gershon’ are too included 
in the census, and are lifted up by being 
counted “following their fathers’ houses, 
according to their families”. Even those who 
have strayed and drifted away to sojourn 
in ‘foreign’ territory, ֲאבָֹתם ְלֵבית  חָֹתם  פְּ  ,ְלִמשְׁ
remain essentially connected to the Avos, to 
their whole ancestral line, and to the collec-
tive family of Israel. 

May we be inspired by the reverberations 
of Z’man Matan Toraseinu, and may we be 
counted among the mentchen who are aware 
of the power of our holy Torah to uplift 
and build us, no matter where we have 
sojourned. 

054-723-3863  

For information on magni�cent stand alone homes in 
German Colony, Baka and Old Katamon.

Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863  

 

 

 Old Katamon/San Simon

Newly renovated 145 sqm apartment on one �oor, 
shabbat elevator, registered parking and storage. 
Price 4,600,000 NIS.

New project  4, 5,  6 rooms available. Underground 
parking, shabbat elevator and storage. Starting 
prices at 3,800,000 NIS- larger apts -6,000,000 NIS.

Brand New Luxury Penthouse, 120 sqm on one �oor 
with a 130 sqm terrace. Call for more info.

Baka
Charming, authentic Jerusalem stone garden apt for 
sale: 225 sqm on two �oors, plus 223 sqm registered 
garden plus 2 parking spots. Call more info.

Magical garden apartment, 229 sqm built space, 
300 sqm registered garden in the heart of Baka. Call 
for more info.

New duplex penthouse, 140 sqm  with two sukka 
terraces only 4,500,000 NIS!!!

Mekor Haim
Quadra garden apartment,107 sqm duplex with 20 
sqm garden , registered parking - pool and gym for 
residences. 3,700,000 NIS.

Jerusalem Theatron Residences: 140 sqm - 300 
sqm  apartments available for sale now!!!  Call 
more info.

Beautiful apartment in Talbiya, 150 sqm, one �oor. 
High end �nishes, underground parking. 
Shabbat elevator, Sukkah terrace.  7,900,000 NIS.

German Colony
100 sqm apt in a new project ready in 2 years. 50 
sqm registered garden, parking. 4,500,000 NIS.

160 sqm on one �oor, 2nd �oor in small luxury 
building. Large sukka terrace. Parking, shabbat 
elevator, views, lots of light.  8,500,000 NIS.

New luxury project. 3 & 4 room apartments, storage 
underground parking, starting at 3,000,000 NIS.

Talbiya

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.   
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com 

  Tel: 054-723-3863  ·  etamorrisrealty.co.il
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OU ISRAEL CENTER    l     02-560-9100    l     WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

FREE OF 
CHARGE

FOR 
WOMEN 

ONLY

Women Reaching 
HigherTHURSDAY, MAY 27, 9:30AM

u  Cooking demo by Henny Shor, Kitchen Coach - Learn how to make 
your own ”מן” as well as other foods mentioned in the Parsha

u  Parsha shiur by Zemira Ozarowski - Understanding the Slav Story  

Register at www.ouisrael.org/events/parshacooking
Green passport must be presented at the door

Join us at the OU Israel center for an in-person Torah-based 

CULINARY EVENT!!

SESSION #4 -  SUNDAY MAY 23, 7:30PM

OU Israel Bat Mitzvah 
& Beyond Program 

For girls in Grades 6-8 and their mothers
Women Reaching Higher

OU ISRAEL CENTER       l     WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG       l     02-560-9110

u  Guided Chavruta learning for 
    mothers and daughters

u  Brachot Party led by 
   Chaya Sara Rabinowitz

u  Tehillim competition with Orli Wahba 
and the Abraham’s Legacy App

u  Create your own personalized 
    Siddur-Bookmarks

FREE OF CHARGE!  ZOOM PROGRAM. Register at www.ouisrael/events/batmitzvah4 

*Each session is a stand-alone session
 TOPIC:  MY PERSONAL CONNECTION TO TEFILLA
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MON, MAY 24 TUE, MAY 25 WED, MAY 26 THURS, MAY 27

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/
LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON 
YOU TUBE

SUN, MAY 23

9:15 AM 
Mrs. Pearl Borow
Sefer Nechemia (L’Ayla)

10:30 AM
Rabbi Aaron 
Goldscheider 
Rav Soloveitchik on 
the Parsha

11:45 AM
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Ethics, family and society in 
the writings of Rav Hirsch, 
Rav Kook and Rav Soloveitchik 

4:30PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

7:00 PM 
Rabbi Baruch Taub’s class will 
resume on June 14

9:00 PM 
Rabbi Sam Shor 
Penimiut HaTorah- Inspiration 
from the Masters of Jewish 
Thought 
facebook.com/OUIsrael

9:00 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak 
Breitowitz 
Minchat  Chinuch 
(Zoom only)

9:15 AM
Mrs. Shira Smiles 
Torah Tapestries 
(L’Ayla)

10:30 AM
Rabbi Shmuel 
Goldin Parshat 
HaShavua 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey 
Bienenfeld

5:00 PM
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz 
Chazal:Insights Into 
Our Times (L’Ayla) 
https://zoom.
us/j/85177782268
(Zoom only)

7:30PM 
Special Event
Bat Mitzvah and 
Beyond Program
www.ouisrael.org/
events/batmitzvah4

7:45PM Special Event
Women’s Monthly Beit 
Midrash in Maaleh Adumim
www.ouisrael.org/ma7

9:30AM 
Special Event
Food for Thought (L’Ayla)
Cooking Demo and Shiur 
on the Parsha. Henny 
Shor & Zemira Ozarowski

*L’AYLA CLASSES 
ARE FOR 

WOMEN ONLY

MISSED A CLASS?
You can watch the 
recording at 
www.ouisrael.org/
video-library

PLEASE NOTE:
Password for 
classes is: 
ouisrael

9:00 AM 
Rabbi David Walk 
Tehillim – Divine Poetry

10:15 AM 
Rabbi Ahron Adler
The Giants Who Shaped 
Modern Orthodoxy

11:30 AM 
Rabbi Yitzchak 
Breitowitz Mishlei: Wisdom 
for Life (L’Ayla) (Zoom only)

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld 
Men’s Gemara Chabura 
S,T,TH https://zoom.
us/j/887981820  
(Zoom only)

4:30 PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 
Men’s Gemara B’Iyun 
S,M,W,Th https://zoom.
us/j/86466998217
(Zoom only)

9:00 AM 
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel 
Halacha and Medina

10:15 AM 
Rabbi Anthony Manning 
Contemporary Issues in 
Halacha and Hashkafa

11:30 AM 
Rabbi Alan Kimche 
Great Jewish Thinkers

4:30PM  
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

7:00 PM  
Rabbi Baruch Taub’s class 
will resume on June 16

8:30 PM 
Rav Meir Goldwicht 
(Hebrew) 
https:// zoom.
us/j/2244321902
Parshat Hashavua Passcode: 
18

10:15 AM
Rabbi Baruch Taub
resumes June 10 on-site

11:30 AM
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Unlocking the Messages 
of Chazal 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

4:30PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

8:00 PM
Rabbi Ari Kahn 
Parshat HaShavua https://
zoom.us/j/2624570009 
(Zoom only)

OU Israel Center Shiurim 
Register for one-time shiurim (in-person and by Zoom) at www.ouisrael.org/classes
Register for ClassPass package deal for classes by Zoom at www.ouisrael.org/classpass

For registration help, call *3262
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Thought 
facebook.com/OUIsrael

9:00 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak 
Breitowitz 
Minchat  Chinuch 
(Zoom only)

9:15 AM
Mrs. Shira Smiles 
Torah Tapestries 
(L’Ayla)

10:30 AM
Rabbi Shmuel 
Goldin Parshat 
HaShavua 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey 
Bienenfeld

5:00 PM
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz 
Chazal:Insights Into 
Our Times (L’Ayla) 
https://zoom.
us/j/85177782268
(Zoom only)

7:30PM 
Special Event
Bat Mitzvah and 
Beyond Program
www.ouisrael.org/
events/batmitzvah4

7:45PM Special Event
Women’s Monthly Beit 
Midrash in Maaleh Adumim
www.ouisrael.org/ma7

9:30AM 
Special Event
Food for Thought (L’Ayla)
Cooking Demo and Shiur 
on the Parsha. Henny 
Shor & Zemira Ozarowski

*L’AYLA CLASSES 
ARE FOR 

WOMEN ONLY

MISSED A CLASS?
You can watch the 
recording at 
www.ouisrael.org/
video-library

PLEASE NOTE:
Password for 
classes is: 
ouisrael

9:00 AM 
Rabbi David Walk 
Tehillim – Divine Poetry

10:15 AM 
Rabbi Ahron Adler
The Giants Who Shaped 
Modern Orthodoxy

11:30 AM 
Rabbi Yitzchak 
Breitowitz Mishlei: Wisdom 
for Life (L’Ayla) (Zoom only)

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld 
Men’s Gemara Chabura 
S,T,TH https://zoom.
us/j/887981820  
(Zoom only)

4:30 PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 
Men’s Gemara B’Iyun 
S,M,W,Th https://zoom.
us/j/86466998217
(Zoom only)

9:00 AM 
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel 
Halacha and Medina

10:15 AM 
Rabbi Anthony Manning 
Contemporary Issues in 
Halacha and Hashkafa

11:30 AM 
Rabbi Alan Kimche 
Great Jewish Thinkers

4:30PM  
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

7:00 PM  
Rabbi Baruch Taub’s class 
will resume on June 16

8:30 PM 
Rav Meir Goldwicht 
(Hebrew) 
https:// zoom.
us/j/2244321902
Parshat Hashavua Passcode: 
18

10:15 AM
Rabbi Baruch Taub
resumes June 10 on-site

11:30 AM
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Unlocking the Messages 
of Chazal 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

4:30PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

8:00 PM
Rabbi Ari Kahn 
Parshat HaShavua https://
zoom.us/j/2624570009 
(Zoom only)

OU Israel Center Shiurim 
Register for one-time shiurim (in-person and by Zoom) at www.ouisrael.org/classes
Register for ClassPass package deal for classes by Zoom at www.ouisrael.org/classpass

For registration help, call *3262
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Geulas Yisrael #4  
Swords and 
Tongues 

In 1173 the Jewish community of 
Yemen was suffering a double chal-
lenge: a fraudulent prophet was 

stoking false Messianic expectations 
while an Islamic fundamentalist crusade 
was pressuring Jews into forced coercion. 
The community contacted the Rambam 
seeking guidance and ideological support. 
The Rambam penned a famous letter 
known to history as the Iggeret Teiman. 
This letter forged the fabled relationship 
between the Rambam and the Yemenite 
community.

Within the letter, the Rambam cited a verse 
in Yeshayahu 54:17 which describes the 
historically recurrent assaults upon the 
Jewish people: “weapons forged against 
you will fail while tongues hoisted against 
you in judgment will be impeached.” 
Commenting on this dual language, the 
Rambam observed that, throughout his-
tory, Jews were threatened with two very 
different weapons. The classic assault was 
military and, sadly, our people have faced 
more than their share of these attacks. 
Alongside physical battering, Jews also 
faced a fusillade of verbal assaults. Yesha-
yahu assures us that each of these assaults 

RABBI MOSHE
TARAGIN Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

will fail. Quoting Yeshayahu the Rambam 
provided historical confidence to the Jews 
of Yemen. 

In the 12th century the Rambam identified 
these “violent tongues” with the persistent 
attempts to theologically debunk Judaism. 
Both in Christian and in Moslem lands, 
Jewish theology was ridiculed, and the 
Talmud was vilified, amidst an attempt 
to depict the Jews as cast-offs. G-d had 
chosen the Jews, but through their con-
stant betrayals, the Jews had surrendered 
this original selection. The 13th century 
witnessed two famous disputations- one 
in Barcelona and one in Paris- in which 
Judaism was literally put on public trial. 
Oftentimes it wasn’t politically prudent for 
the Jews to triumph in these “disputations” 
as this would unleash more persecution 
for the crime of winning the debate. These 
monkey trials proved futile as our faith 
and commitment remained unassailable 
and we refused to buckle to this verbal 
flogging.  During the dark period of exile, 
we faced the sword and the tongue and 
vanquished each. 

Verses in Tanach are “living organisms” 
and they accrue new meaning in differ-
ent generations. To the Rambam, 850 
years ago, the virulent tongues of Yesha-
ya’s prophecy referred to those who 
maligned our faith. In the modern context 
this phrase has taken on entirely different 
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meaning. We inhabit a secular world and 
the grand theological debates of the Mid-
dle Ages seem outdated and irrelevant. To 
a degree, we pine for a world interested 
enough in religion to actively debate its 
terms and conditions. Sadly, these discus-
sions no longer have currency. 

In the modern context we face a very 
different form of “vicious tongue”– those 
who malign our moral behavior. Modern 
democracies dream of just and equitable 
societies- politically, economically and 
socially. Though comprehensive equality 
often seems elusive, we all hope that with 
enough effort and good will, justice and 
equality can prevail. In our struggle to 
resettle our ancient homeland, the Jews 
have been roundly accused of immoral 
and “apartheid policies”. As people of 
conscience it is crucial to check our poli-
cies against and our moral compass and 
strive to eliminate any form of discrim-
ination or inequality. However, many if 
not most of the claims against the Jewish 
state are merely modern incarnations of 
Yeshaya’s prophecy. 

We believe that part of the Jewish mes-
sage to humanity is the nobility of an 
ethical life. The easiest way for scoffers 
to belittle this message is to accuse The 
Jewish state of hypocrisy. If the Jewish 
state acts immoral then its message 
bears no impact for humanity. We are 
being accused of moral crimes in the 
Hague, in Durban and of course in the 
United Nations. In many ways, nothing 
has changed since Barcelona and Paris. 
And nothing will. The weapons bur-
nished against our people will all fail 

and the tongues raised against us- literally 
in judgement-will themselves be denun-
ciated. One day, humanity will gather in 
Yerushalayim and acknowledge a world 
of G-d crafted by Jewish history and Jew-
ish perseverance. Until that day it is our 
honor to settle our homeland while trying 
our utmost to adhere to the demands of 
morality and conscience even as we face 
international hostility and opposition. One 
day the world will finally notice. One day 
the weapons will be disassembled and the 
tongues quieted. One day.  

Gov-Ari Estate.
46 Betzalel st, Jerusalem.
www.govariestate.com

F O R  S A L E
Ha'Tibonim, Rechavia
New Tama building, 4 apts left (garden, 
penthouse and more), elevator. starts 
from 2.6 M NIS 
Dudu 050-2601199

Pele Yoetz, Yemin Moshe
173m, private house, triplex, maximum 
privacy, beautiful view to the walls of 
Jerusalem. 6 M NIS
David - 052-6364074

Elroi, Old Katamon
beautifully renovated, 110m, 5 rooms (4 
bedrooms), 10th floor, amazing view of 
Jerusalem, 3 exposures, elevator, parking. 
3.6 M NIS
Rachel - 054-5468732
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

The Chasidic Masters refer to this Shab-
bat following Shavuot as Shabbes Noch 
Shvuis- Shabbat that is still Shavuot. 

I recently discovered a beautiful teaching 
which explains this idea, that this Shabbat 
is somehow linked to Shavuot, from one of 
the great religious personalities of the pre-
State Yishuv and early years of Medinat 
Yisrael, the Ohalei Yaakov, Rabbi Yaakov 
Friedman, the Admor of Husiyatin/Tel Aviv 
zy’a, lovingly referred to as the Zionist 
Admor of Tel Aviv.

On Shabbat Naso of 1938, The Rebbe points 

to numerous Maamarei Chazal that liken 
the yom tov of Shavuot  to the proverbial 
wedding day between HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu and Am Yisrael. Indeed, in certain 
communities among the Eidot HaMizrach, 
there is a Ketuba that is traditionally read 
on Shavuot morning before Kriat HaTorah. 

The Rebbe explains that if the yom tov of 
Shavuot is the proverbial wedding day, 
then so too the following Shabbat is like the 
proverbial Shabbat Sheva Brachot. Just as 
the week of sheva brachot is a time where 
family and friends continue to rejoice with 
the happy couple, so too the inspiration and 
joy that we feel on Shavuot should carry 
over into the week that follows.

Then the Rebbe gives us a powerful glimpse 
at this critical period in Jewish History: Just 
as we must see and experience Shavuot as 
the loving marriage between Hashem and 
Am Yisrael, we must also realize that our 
right to settle here in Artzeinu HaKedosha 
is not dependant on England or any other 
nation, but rather is a manifestation of the 
love Hashem feels for the Jewish People.

Yehi ratzon, may the joy, inspiration, spiri-
tual clarity, and most of all, unity, that we 
experienced on Chag Matan Torah carry us 
into this coming Shabbat and throughout 
the entire year, and may this beautiful mes-
sage provide us with continued clarity and 
faith, even in trying times. 

SHIUR SPONSORS
Wednesday, May 19 - Rabbi Kimche’s shiur  

is sponsored in honor of our new great-granddaughter. 
Mazel tov to the parents, Michal and Shmuel Somer 

and to the grandparents,  
Elissa & Zev Weissberg and Shayna & Brad Somer.  

Sponsored by Dov and Elayne Greenstone

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin’s shiurim  
have been sponsored by a generous donor

Rabbi Manning’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of an 

aliya neshama for Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,  
Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l 

and Eliana bat Yaakov a”h

Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of a 

refuah shelaima for Janet bat Hannah

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Parshat HaShavua Shiur 
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation
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Planting 
Trees Before 
Shemita 

The upcoming Jewish year (5782) is 
a shemita year, a sabbatical year 
in Israel in which the land is not 

worked. Shemita occurs once every seven 
years. During the sabbatical year, most 
agricultural activity is prohibited. One of 
the biblical prohibitions during a shemita 
year is to plant new trees. Our Sages (Gittin 
53:b) added that a tree planted during 
shemita must be uprooted, whether it was 
planted intentionally or mistakenly. 

Tosefet Shevi’it

The concept of tosefet shevi’it in regards 
to shemita can be understood in light of 
tosefet shabbat. According to many author-

ities (Rosh Yoma 8:8, Ran Shabbat 15:a), 
there is an obligation to add time to the 
observance of Shabbat by refraining from 
prohibited labor (melacha) for a certain 
period of time before sundown on Friday, 
as well as extending the sanctity of Shabbat 
on Saturday night. This mitzvah is known 
as tosefet shabbat. Similarly, an additional 
period, known as tosefet shevi’it, precedes 
that start of the shemita year. Tosefet she-
vi’it begins on the first of Elul, thirty days 
before Rosh Hashana, in which all work on 
the land should cease. 

The Talmud Bavli (Moed Katan 4:a) cites 
a dispute between Rebi Akiva and Rebi 
Yishmael over the source of the mitzvah of 
tosefet shevi’it. The Gemara concludes that 
according to both opinions the mitzvah is 
biblical in nature, but only when the Beit 
HaMikdash is standing. The Gemara relates 
that in the time of Rabban Gamliel (the gen-
eration after the destruction of the Second 
Temple), tosefet shevi’it was suspended, and 
labor such as plowing was permitted until 
Erev Rosh Hashana (29 of Elul) of the sixth 
year (the year prior to Shemita).

Even though tosefet shevi’it was suspended 
following the decree of Rabban Gamliel, 
our Sages concluded to observe one aspect 
of tosefet shevi’it even in years when no Beit 
Hamikdash stands. The Mishna in Shevi’it 
(2:6) rules that a tree may not be planted 
close to the beginning of shemita. The 

OU KASHRUT
PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
Mini Penthouse in Savyoni Arnona - 3.5 
rooms, Sukka mirpeset, lobby, parking, 
storage, Amazing views, Shabbat elevator. 
2.49m nis 
Bustan Baka - 3 rooms, 75m, 2 full bathrooms, 
1 floor up with Shabbat elevator, private 
parking and storage room. Move in shape. 
2.75m nis
For Rent in the German Colony - 4 rooms 
with parking, perfect for young family or  3 
roommates. 5400 NIS
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

Mishna cites various opinions regarding 
when this decree of not planting begins. 
Early authorities also debate this issue. The 
Rambam (Shemita Veyovel 3:1) rules that a 
tree may not be planted within forty-five 
days of Rosh Hashana of a shemita year. In 
other words, no trees may be planted after 
sunset of the 15th of Av. The Shulchan Aruch 
and later authorities (see Noda Biyehuda YD 
294) accept this ruling. (However, accord-
ing to certain opinions, one may plant trees 
until the afternoon of the 16th of Av. See 
Chazon Ish, Shevi’it 17:29.) 

Transgressing the prohibition

If a fruit tree was planted during the for-
ty-five days prior to Rosh Hashana, the tree 
must be uprooted. There is no difference if 
the tree was planted intentionally or mis-
takenly. Even if the tree is fully grown and 
has already finished giving fruit, it must 
still be uprooted. If the original owner 
did not uproot the tree and passes away, 
the obligation to do so is transferred to 

his descendants (see Rambam Ibid, Panim 
Meirot 2:61).

Regarding fruit from a tree planted within 
forty-five days preceding shemita, the 
Talmud Yerushalmi (Shevi’it 2:4) states that 
one is permitted to eat the fruit, even if the 
tree was planted intentionally. From this 
ruling, it would seem that since the pro-
hibition is on the planting of the tree, the 
fruits are a more distant extension, and 
therefore are permitted for consumption. 
This halacha pertains strictly to fruits that 
grow years later, NOT to “peirot shevi’it,” 
fruits that grow DURING shemita.

Regarding the use of other parts of the tree 
(such as for building) after it has grown or 
has been uprooted, it would seem from the 
Pnei Moshe (Yerushalmi Shevi’it 12:b) and 
Mahar”a Polda (ibid) that it is permissible 
for use. This is based on the understand-
ing that the decree relates directly to the 
process of planting, rather than prohibit-

continued on next page...
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ing alternative uses of the tree itself (see 
Minchat Shlomo 1:5). However, a compe-
tent halachic authority should be advised 
regarding alternative benefit from the tree 
itself.

In summary:

• The upcoming year (5782) is a shemita 
year and working the land is therefore 
prohibited.

• Similar to Shabbat, Shemita has an 
obligatory mitzvah to extend its sanc-
tified time.

• tosefet shvi’it applies on a biblical level 
when the Beit Hamikdash is standing. 
Later sages suspended the mitzvah of 
tosefet shevi’it.

• The planting of fruit trees is prohib-

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432
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ited from the 15th of Av preceding the 
Shemita year, even in our times.

• Our Sages ruled that a tree planted in 
violation of this prohibition must be 
uprooted, even years later and even 
by subsequent heirs.

• Despite the obligation to uproot the 
tree, the fruit (if grown years later, not 
fruit from the seventh year) remains 
permissible for consumption.

• It would seem that since the decree of 
our sages applies to the planting of the 
tree, branches and leaves would be 
permitted for use. 
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tel: 0547233863

 Luxury Properties in Jerusalem

THE ART OF LIVING AT THE JERUSALEM THEATRON RESIDENCES
Theatron invites you to indulge in an authentic and memorable Jerusalem 
experience, against a backdrop of opulence and tranquility.  Our residents will 
enjoy deluxe services and security, according to the international five-star 
standards of MGallery Hotel Collection.  Now available 140 sqm - 330 sqm 
apartments.

IN THE GERMAN COLONY- HAZFIRA 20
Located on one of the most prime pieces of undeveloped land in Central 
Jerusalem, a rare opportunity to invest and live in a trophy property on one of 
the best, green and quiet streets of the German Colony.  9 apts for sale 
ranging from 58 sqm - 120 sqm.  

THE MOST AMAZING STAND ALONE HOME IN JERUSALEM!!
Unique opportunity to buy a stand alone home , with majestic rooms, high 
ceilings over 600 sqm built and 200 sqm of rights, sitting on a 1,020 sqm plot.

KING DAVID CROWN APARTMENT 
4th floor facing the garden, 147 sqm (net) 
3 large bedrooms and 2.5 bathrooms. Lots of beautiful built in cabinets. 
Underground parking and storage. 24/7 doorman. $1,800,000

IN BAKA, AUTHENTIC JÉRUSALEM STONE PROPERTY
High ceilings, charming small building, arched windows. 225 sqm registered 
garden and 2 registered parking spots

For more info please call Eta 0547233863

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.   
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com 

  Tel: 054-723-3863  ·  etamorrisrealty.co.il
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

When The 
Man Of Peace 
Murders

Our parsha contains the unique 
mitzvah of the kohanim to bless 
the people each day with the famil-

iar three-part blessing (Bamidbar 6:22-27). 
We often refer to his blessing as nesiat 
kapayim, referring to the raised hands of 
the kohanim, or as “duchaning” referring to 
the platform from which they often bless.

The kohanim express their elevated holi-
ness through various restrictions. For 
example, special regulations surrounding 
the institution of marriage, the prohibition 
of becoming defiled from the dead, and 
the need to maintain purity in order to eat 
trumah, challah, and sacrifices which are 
their portion.

However, the kohen can also potentially 
invalidate his unique status, and in partic-
ular his right to offer the daily blessing, by 
engaging in behavior that runs contrary to 
their elevated position.

The Talmud states that ‘any kohen who has 
killed a person may not raise his hands to 
confer the priestly blessing, as it is stated: 
‘and when you spread your hands, I will 

hide My eyes from you...your hands are 
full of blood” (Isaiah 1:15) (Berachot 32b).

The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 
128:35) rules that a kohen may not confer 
the priestly blessing even if the death he 
caused was accidental (shogeg). Whether 
or not repentance is effective to allow a 
kohen who killed to return to his previous 
standing is the subject of a dispute among 
the authorities. 

In contemporary times, the following 
related question has been addressed by 
rabbinic authorities: Is a soldier in the 
Israeli army who is a kohen, who has killed 
an enemy soldier or terrorists, now dis-
qualified from performing nesiat kapayim?

The eminent Rav Ovadia Yosef zt”l 
addressed this question in two places 
in his writings (Yechave Da’at, 2:16 and 
Maor Yisrael on Rambam, Chapter 15 
of Hilchot Tefillah). He ruled that in this 
case a kohen is permitted to recite Birkat 
Kohanim since an Israeli soldier’s actions  
qualify as engaging in ‘warfare at a time 
of war’, and in such circumstances, the 
Gemara (62b) states, “If someone comes to 
kill you, rise up and kill him first.” If the 
soldier would not have reacted with pro-
tecting himself and other Jews he would 
have transgressed the negative command-
ment of “Do not stand idly by your fellow’s 
blood.” A soldier who acts this way shall 
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surely be greatly rewarded in Heaven for 
his courageous act. 

Rav Ovadia also argues that when we do 
find in rabbininc literature the psak that a 
kohen who killed another in battle is pro-
hibited from reciting Birkat Kohanim, this 
applied only to situations where Jewish sol-
diers were forcefully drafted to fight in the 
armies of their respective countries, and 
they would fight against another nation 
with whom they shared no aggression. 
However, regarding a soldier of Israel who 
is protecting the Jewish nation against a 
cruel enemy - such soldiers deserve honor 
and glory.

Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”l goes a step fur-
ther than Rav Ovadia, and states that in 
any case where one is forced to serve - any 
soldier who is drafted in any army - and 
kills in the course of war “such an individ-
ual is obviously eligible to perform nesiat 
kapayim.” Since he was coerced to kill, this 
action does not impinge on his status as a 
Kohen (Teshuvot Igrot Moshe, Y.D. 2:158).

Considering the position of the two illus-
trious gedolim cited above, it may come 
as a surprise to discover Rabbi Joseph B. 
Soloveitchk’s unique stance (Nefesh HaRav 
p.132). The Rav ruled that a kohen who has 
killed an enemy soldier in the course of his 
service in the Israeli army is disqualified 
from performing nesiat kapayim. As a prec-
edent for this ruling, the Rav referred to a  
source not commonly quoted among the 
rabbinic authorities in regard to this ques-
tion. Namely, the Rav placed weight on the 
fact that King David was disqualified from 
building the Beit Hamikdash because he 

1 5 +  y e a r s  ex p e r i e n c e
M o b i l e - f r i e n d l y  w e b s i t e

E a s y  s e c u r e  o n l i n e  p a y m e n t s
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US TODAY!

Akiva Bookman 
akiva@rentalsofdistinction.com 

443.498.8209 
www.rentalsofdistinction.com
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MANAGEMENT 
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had shed much blood in the course of the 
wars that he conducted (Divrei HaYamim 
1:22:8).

How do we understand this unique posi-
tion of the Rav?

It should be noted that it appears that his 
position does not seem to reflect normative 
halachic practice. The Rav’s son in law, Rav 
Aharon Lichtenstein zt”l when serving as 
Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivat Har Etzion did not 
forbid his students who served the army 
and killed enemy soldiers to perform nesi-
yat kapayim.

Perhaps the Rav position, considered from 
a conceptual point of view, reflects an area 
of hashkafa and halacha unique to the Rav’s 
weltanschauung. Some have suggested that 
this novel position of the Rav emerges from 
both his profound reverence for human 
life and his deep moral character. (See Kol 
Torah, July 27, Volume 17, 2007/5768, Rabbi 
Chaim Jachter, koltorah.org). 

The following example exemplifies the Rav 
unique stance toward the sanctity of life 
and dignity of man.

Saving a Life On Shabbat

The sanctity of life and the sensitivity of 
halacha in this domain was ingrained in 
the heart and mind of Rav at an early age. 
The following episode powerfully brings 
this point home:

Rabbi Hershchel Schachter related this 
occurrence: “The Rav remembered that as 
a youth he once took ill while visiting his 
grandfather in Brisk. It was Friday night, 
and he probably had strep throat. They 

sent for the doctor, who was not Jewish. 
Standing around the sick youngster were 
his grandfather, Reb Chaim, his father, Reb 
Moshe, and the dayyan of Brisk, Reb Simcha 
Zelig Reguer. The doctor utilized the glow of 
the kerosene lamp to examine the young-
ster’s throat. Reb Chaim asked whether the 
doctor felt it necessary to turn the lamp up. 
The doctor responded, “It would not be a 
bad idea.” Reb Chaim immediately turned 
to his son and asked him to turn the light 
higher. Reb Moshe intuitively exclaimed: It 
is the Sabbath. Ask the doctor if he really 
needs more light.”

The Rav remembered how his grandfa-
ther got angry at his father. He declared 
to Reb Simcha Selig that his son was an 
ignoramus. He did not understand that the 
Sabbath plays no role when there is danger 
to life. The Brisker dayan then immediately 
turned the light up” (The Rav, Vol. 1, p. 277).

The fact that Reb Chaim strongly 
expressed that his son had acted unwisely 
was perhaps a way for him to emphasize 
the Rambam’s formulation of this law in 
the Mishne Torah (Hilchot Shabbat 2:1-3) 
where he states that one who does not act 
save a life on Shabbat rejects the founda-
tional principle of  the Torah. Moreover, 
this story is paradigmatic of the oft-quoted 
Brisker adage concerning desecrating 
the Shabbat to save a life: “It is not that 
we are meikel (lenient) when it comes to 
observing hilchot Shabbos, we are mach-
mir (stringent) when it comes to saving a 
Jewish life!”

One other example from the Brisker fam-
ily which highlights that one must take 
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FOR SALE

AMAZING INVESTMENT IN OLD ARNONA
EFRATA ST #30

3.5 RMS IN BLDG SET TO UNDERGO TAMA 38
CURRENTLY 79 M, AFTER TAMA WILL BE 100 M
3 DIRECTIONS, GOOD CONDITION, STORAGE 

AND PRIVATE PARKING
NIS 2,350,000

 LUXURY APT IN CITY CENTER
IN THE NEVIIM COURT PROJECT

4.5 RMS, 120 M, 3RD FL WITH SHABBAT 
ELEVATOR, PRIVATE PARKING, STORAGE, 
BALCONY WITH VIEW TO THE MOUNT OF 

OLIVES, CHURCHLAND LEASE TO 2110
NIS 4,450,000

Dov Shapiro 052.5533739 | Ilana Nelson 054.5341403
integrityrealestate.co.il

BAKA – TOWNHOUSE 220sqm, 
private entrance, private elevator, 
4 exposures, 
central, quiet – 
7,500,000nis

052-3202488 
Michael

extreme precautions when saving a life: 
A visitor from another town was visiting 
Brisk for Shabbat. When he arrived in 
the synagogue on Friday night he heard 
reports that the dangerous sickness of 
cholera had just broken out in his city back 
home, where his children and wife were 
residing. Shabbat had already started but 
he approached Rav Chaim Soloveitchik and 
asked him if he could desecrate the Shab-
bat and travel back home in order to warn 
his wife and children, who may not have 
been aware of the spread of the sickness, 
to remain indoors and isolated so that they 
be protected. Rabbi Chaim gave him per-
mission to desecrate the Shabbat based on 
the principle that safek pikuach nefesh (the 
possibility that there is danger to one’s life) 
overrides all Torah prohibitions. (Nefesh 
HaRav, Schechter, p. 167).

In sum, perhaps it can be suggested the 
Rav’s novel position is linked to the notion 
that the institution of the kehuna represents 
the ideal of compassion and love. An indi-
vidual who has taken the life of another 
human being, for any reason, no longer can 
serve in the role that exemplifies the very 
presence of the Shechina. A kohen who kills 
can therefore no longer offer the blessing 
of love and peace to the nation of Israel.  

053-7272-815
Like us on facebook

“premium moving-הובלות אייל” 

www.premiummoving.co.il

MAXI B Xo

בס״ד

The place for extra space

Need Storage?

Jerusalem  Beit-Shemesh

Modiin
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To Whom 
Does the Gift 
Belong?

Parshat Naso begs us to consider how 
we relate to our material possessions 
and Tzedaka. For, in the midst of 

referring (a) to stolen goods and (b) a wife’s 
suspected treachery, the Torah refers to our 
gifts to the Kohen.  

We are taught that “Every portion of the 
dedicated offerings that Bnei Yisrael brings 
to the Kohen shall be his. A man’s dedicated 
portions shall be his, and what a man gives 
to the Kohen shall be his” (Bemidbar 5:9-
10).

These dedicated offerings are Terumah, 
defined as a gift, generally separated from 
the crops, and allotted to the Kohanim. 
For the Rambam, “every portion” is any 
gift, and the Kohen gains possession only 
after the Israelite brings him the present. 
Following Rashi, in this context, the term 
refers to the Bikkurim, the heave-offering 
of first fruits, a contribution for sacred 
purposes, lifted, and separated as a gift to 
the officiating Kohen and the Sanctuary. 

We might ask what the Torah means by 
the first rendering of “shall be his.” Rashi 

explains that since the Bikkurim were to be 
placed before the Kohen [and then what?], 
the term indicates that the entire offering of 
fruits is now totally the Kohen’s possession. 

If so, what is meant by the phrase, “And 
what a man gives to the Kohen shall be 
his”? That phrase is seemingly redundant. 
But no! – The term his refers to the donor! 
Rashi explains beautifully: There will be 
no material loss to the pilgrims. On the 
contrary, Hashem rewards them for their 
generosity.

No wonder, then, that these directives fall 
between the two issues of stealing and 
infidelity. First, we are to recall that all 
our worldly possessions emanate from 
Hashem. Thus, for instance, the Kohen 
cannot grab what is not yet his; he must 
await the pilgrim’s visit. Moreover, by 
not giving to the Kohen (and the needy) 
appropriately, we are also, in a sense, 
stealing. 

Moreover, by being stingy and hoarding 
our possessions, we are like the unfaithful 
wife. We are so besotted by material assets 
that we are disloyal to Hashem and the 
spirit of Judaism. In these trying days, let us 
open our hearts and pocketbooks to those 
desperately in need.  

Shabbat Shalom!

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

DIVREI MENACHEM
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Question:  I joined a “stock exchange” for 
crypto coins, in which I can buy and sell, 
and have a linked service that enables me 
to create “bots” to find and carry out deals 
24/7, according to parameters I set. If I do 
not shut it off for Shabbat (which is easy), 
it will almost certainly find profitable 
trades. May I let the bots run on Shabbat? 

Answer: Let us first discuss the easier 
issues. There is no problem of s’char 
Shabbat (earnings on Shabbat) because 
buying and selling is not considered 
sachar (Noda B’Yehuda II, Orach Chayim 
26; Shemirat Shabbat K’hilchata 28:51). 
These transactions do not include marit 
ayin concerns. While your bots might be 
doing a deal with a Jew who is actively 
involved on Shabbat, there should not be 
a problem of lifnei iver (facilitating sin) for 
a combination of factors. These include 
(among other factors): you are focusing 
on the majority (non-Jews); it is unclear 
if a Jew will violate Shabbat and if yes, he 
would do so knowingly; he can do a trans-
action with someone else (see Bemareh 
Habazak, V:37). Although your machine 
is involved in Rabbinic electrically-based 

and not-in-the-spirit-of-Shabbat activities 
(metzo cheftzecha   – see Yeshayahu 58:13), 
you would not be personally involved. 

The complicated issue is that you plan for 
transactions to take place on your behalf 
on Shabbat. The gemara (Beitza 37a) says 
that donating to hekdesh is forbidden on 
Shabbat because it can lead to commer-
cial activity (which thus must itself be 
forbidden). Rashi (ad loc.) explains that 
buying/selling is forbidden either because 
of metzo cheftzecha or out of concern 
one might write in the process. Neither 
of those concerns would seem to apply 
when a person set up everything before 
Shabbat and the deal took effect without 
his involvement on Shabbat (Shut K’tav 
Sofer, OC 46). In fact, the Magen Avra-
ham (339:8) says that while one may not 
do a pidyon haben on Shabbat (Shulchan 
Aruch, OC 339:4), the reason he may not 
give the money to the kohen before Shab-
bat and have it take effect on Shabbat is 
only that he would be unable to make the 
beracha at either time. 

However, Rabbi Akiva Eiger (Shut I:159) 
infers otherwise from two versions of the 

Automatic Commerce in 
Cryptocurrency on Shabbat 
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The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

preparation of an alternative wife for the 
kohen gadol lest his wife die on Yom Kip-
pur, which would harm his avoda. The 
Yerushalmi (Yoma 1:1) says that although 
it is usually forbidden to marry on Shab-
bat, here it was permitted if his wife 
died. The Bavli (Yoma 13a-b) describes a 
complicated arrangement. R. Akiva Eiger 
argues that the fact that they did not 
use the simplest situation – to marry a 
woman before Yom Kippur to take effect 
only on condition his present wife would 
die – shows that an acquisition on Shab-
bat is forbidden even if it was prepared 
beforehand. So too here, even if the bots 
do the work, your transaction on Shabbat 
seems to be forbidden.

We have leaned toward leniency in some 
of this concept’s modern applications. 
First, while other prominent poskim 
agree with R. Akiva Eiger, several do not 
(see opinions in She’arim Hametzuyanim 
Bahalacha 80:64). Igrot Moshe (OC III:44) 
deflected the proofs in both directions 
and advised being strict out of doubt 
(even though this is a Rabbinic issue). 
Also, the stringency’s unclear logic and 
thus parameters led to distinctions (see 
Chelkat Yaakov OC 67 regarding vend-
ing machines; Bemareh Habazak V:36 
regarding commercial internet sites 
open on Shabbat). One of the distinctions, 
which might or might not apply here, is if 

one did not purposely set the transaction 
for Shabbat. Another applies especially 
well to cryptocurrency – if the acquisi-
tion takes effect on something ethereal, 
as opposed to a specific object. The Avnei 
Nezer (OC 51) explains the mechanism of 
the prohibition as the action done before 
Shabbat relating to the result on Shabbat. 
So one might claim that since the transac-
tion was done by the bot on Shabbat, you 
are not linked to any action of the trans-
action, so it would be permitted.

In short, there are enough grounds for 
leniency to permit you to keep the bots 
on over Shabbat. 

Eretz Hemdah has begun a participa-
tory Zoom class - "Behind the Scenes 
with the Vebbe Rebbe" - an analytical 
look at the sources, methodology, and 
considerations behind our rulings, 
with Rav Daniel Mann. Contact info@
eretzhemdah.org to join.
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

Using the 
Eggs

Last time we saw that, in the eyes of 
the halacha, the fertilized egg is not 
considered life and can be destroyed. 

Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu wrote this in an 
answer to a religious fertility doctor, who 
asked whether he could destroy the sur-
plus fertilized eggs. Based on the sources 
that we quoted last week, that the Talmud 
considers a fertilized egg prior to forty days 
as just fluid, and not life, Rabbi Eliyahu was 
emphatic that the eggs can be destroyed.

A number of poskim disagree and require 
that all of the fertilized eggs be used, even 
if they are used in a situation that will 
definitely not result in a pregnancy. The 
consensus among the large majority of the 
poskim permits the destruction of unwanted 
fertilized eggs. But there is no halachic obli-
gation to destroy these fertilized eggs.

Some couples ask whether they are permit-
ted to donate these eggs to another couple. 
This raises a number of halachic questions, 

one of which is: who is considered the 
mother in such a case?

In the past, we have discussed the defini-
tion of motherhood in the case of an egg 
donation. Many poskim are of the opinion 
that the birth mother is the mother. There 
are a number of sources that suggest that 
the woman who delivered the baby is con-
sidered the mother. The Gemara (Yevamot 
102b) states that if a woman converts during 
pregnancy with twins, when she delivers 
the twin boys, they are considered Jewish 
and have the halachic obligations as broth-
ers. At the point of conception she was not 
Jewish but she was Jewish at the moment 
of delivery. This implies that when we con-
sider which is more formative in defining 
motherhood, genetics or birth, birth is the 
deciding factor.

Another source is the Talmud’s explanation 
of the verse (Esther 2:7) that Esther “had no 
father and mother.” The Talmud (Megillah 
13a) tells that the father died after concep-
tion and her mother died after birth. Rashi 
explains the significance of this elucidation 
that she did not have a parent for even 
one day. Therefore, the Talmud explained 

Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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The Puah Institute is based in 
Jerusalem and helps couples from 
all over the world who are experi-
encing fertility problems. Offices in 
Jerusalem, New York, Los Angeles & 
Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050 (US) 
718-336-0603 www.puahonline.org

that her father died immediately after 
conception, when he was able to be called 
the father, and her mother died in child-
birth, and therefore could not be called the 
mother. Rashi’s explanation also implies 
that motherhood is defined by birth, for if 
motherhood was a result of genetics, then 
Esther’s mother could have been called 
“mother” even before she was born. There 
are other relevant sources that we shall see 
next time. 

Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
SHAAREI CHESEDSHAAREI CHESED Townhouses prices from $3,250,000! 
RECHAVIA RECHAVIA // SHAAREI CHESED SHAAREI CHESED 2 brdms. 76 sqm, 2nd
oor, elevator, large succah balcony, renovate to your taste!
TALBIEH TALBIEH Spacious 3 bedrooms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, 
Shabbat elevator, NIS 2,590,000!!
OLD KATAMONOLD KATAMON 135 sqm duplex, private external 
elevator, succah!
GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY Existing building with permit to
build 250 sqm on a huge lot!
CITY CENTERCITY CENTER 4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies
HOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GANHOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GAN
Cottage 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah, view, parking !
HAR NOFHAR NOF * No steps! Spacious 3 bdrms., storage room, 
permit to enlarge succah facing the view!
* 127 sqm duplex, private entrance + garden!
building permits, lots of potential!
* Unique Villa - 330 sqm with options! view!

RENTALS
OLD KATAMON  OLD KATAMON  Lovely 2 bdrms, un/furnished, 2 balconies
ARNONA  ARNONA  Renovated 4 bdrms., large terrace, view!
HAR NOFHAR NOF  Entrance level! wheelchair accessible! 
Shlav A, 3 bdrm. apt. + 2.5 bdrms combined extension 
with a private entrance! 
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Preparing 
The 
Garden for  
Shemitah #5:
Mowing The Lawn -
What is the law of mowing the lawn 
during Shemitah?

I have seen various rulings on the subject: To 
wait a longer period of time between mowing. 
The grass should not be mowed during the 
shemitah unless not mowing will cause the 
grass to be destroyed or damaged very badly.  
To use scissors and not a lawn mower.  
To mow only part of the grass each time.

In our opinion, it is necessary to mow the 
grass as usual: on time and not when it is yel-
low or too long. When the grass has grown 
more than usual, the mower cuts the grass 
close to the stem and not the leaf. When cut-
ting the stem, you want it to grow, and that 

TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

is forbidden. In contrast, cutting a grass leaf 
does not have the purpose of growing but 
preserving an existing condition for orna-
mental purposes, and is permissible. (Like 
a haircut, we do not get a haircut to make 
our hair grow faster, but to make the hair 
look nice, even though we know that after 
a haircut it grows faster).  However, if there 
are bald spots, mowing the lawn is for the 
purpose of growing and is prohibited in 
shemitah.

Practical guide – grass during shemitah

Lawns with bald spots can NOT be mowed.
Full lawns without bald spots can be mowed 
as usual. One should not be late in mow-
ing, otherwise this causes lawn yellowing 
(“sunburn”), which initiates new growth. 
It is forbidden to mow young grass, as this 
causes it to spread. It is permissible to cut 
the corners of the lawn since the purpose is 
to maintain the lawn’s existing appearance 
and not to initiate new growth. It is best to 
do this through spraying.

Practical guide – grass before shemitah

Turf should be laid several weeks 
before shemitah so that the grass will prop-
erly take root and it will be possible to mow 
at least once before the onset of shemitah.  
Grass seeds should be sown a few months 
before shemitah, and watered well so it will 
be possible to mow the lawn a few times 
before shemitah. 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

Rivka and Shifra's Properties 
For sale! In Rechavia and surrounding areas! 
New exclusive in Rechavia/ Shaarei Chessed - Very unique large 
apartment, has massive balcony, separate one bedroom apartment, machsan, 
Shabbat elevator and parking!! Lease land Ben David 5 m nis
Wolfson villa - 5 room apartment, bright and airy with sukka balcony.
Saidoff - 3 room apartment, 2 bathrooms, elevator and  parking! 2.6 m nis
Saidoff - 5 room apartment 156m,  storage , parking, elevator,  amazing views! 
6 m nis  
Lev rechavia - 4 room apartment, sukka balcony, parking, elevator,  
swimming pool and guard! 5.4 m nis 
Renovated wolfson apartment -  130m, amazing views 3.8 m nis. 

For rent!
Talbia - renovated 4 room  apartment, balcony, elevator + parking 10000 nis 
(flex)
Rechavia - 4 room renovated garden apartment in great location. 9300 nis 
Luxury Sukkot rental in Rechavia -  
6 bedrooms 4.5 bath massive garden area
Would love to help you find your home!

Shifra Lopian 0526735300 Rivka Talesnik 0526969956

 Keren Chesed - 
WANTED!

A dedicated individual or team to 
take over the Chesed Fund
• Passionate about helping  

people in distress.
• Hebrew/English speaking.

• Organized.
For nearly two decades, the Chesed 

Fund has assisted countless persons in 
desperate need.
______________

Please contact  
Menachem Persoff  

menpmp@gmail.org 
050-570-1067
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 The בקשות
 Section of 
the Amida

These past few weeks have been 
extremely challenging ones and we 
find ourselves very focused on the 

nation as a whole. When we daven these 
days, we naturally focus in on the national 
needs – there is so much that we need as 
a people, so many national requests. But 
on the other hand, our personal needs are 
still very real. Whatever issues one might 
be going through on a personal level, seem 
small compared to all the terrible calamities 
going on around the country as a whole. But 
yet, these personal issues, no matter how 
“small” they be, continue to be very real and 
pressing to us. So how does one balance the 
two together? Is it ok to be self-focused when 
the nation as a whole is suffering big blows? 

When one takes a closer look at the way 
the Anshei Knesset haGedola structured 
the Shemoneh Esrei, the answer to this 
question becomes clear. Let’s see how.

After completing the first three brachot 
which comprise the introductory section of 
the Amidah (שבח – praise), we now move on 
to the main section, the section of the בקשות 

(requests) we make to Hashem. Let’s take 
a look at the breakdown of these requests.

Rabbi Eliyahu Munk in his book עולם 
 explains that there are a total of 13 התפילות
brachot of request, which can be broken 
down into two sections. 

The first section (consisting of 6 brachot) 
focuses on the needs of the individual – 
the first half with a focus on moral and 
spiritual needs (אתה חונן, השיבנו, סלח לנו) and 
the second half with a focus on physical 
and material needs (ראה בענינו, רפאנו, ברך עלינו).  

After we finish expressing all of our 
personal needs, we then move on to the 
national needs. The second section 
consists of 6 brachot which focus on the 
nation, including השיבה שופטינו , בונה ירושלים, 
and others. In these brachot, we ask that 
Hashem grant us the circumstances 
necessary to enable us to join together as 
a nation under Hashem’s rule in the times 
of Mashiach.

We see here that Chazal broke down our 
needs and requests very neatly into equal 
parts – one personal and one national. 
There is one bracha in between those two 
sections which serves as a transitional 
bracha. This is the bracha of תקע בשופר in 
which we ask for קיבוץ גוליות (the ingathering 
of the exiles). We say to Hashem – וקבצינו 

 please gather us all together! What – יחד

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative
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a fitting transitional bracha, as we ask 
Hashem to bring us together in prayer, 
to grant us the ability to feel connected 
enough that we can daven for the nation’s 
needs as intensely as we daven for our own 
personal needs. 

So the answer to our original question 
is that we really need both. We must be 
concerned for ourselves and our own 
personal needs אם אין אני לי מי לי - If I am not 
for myself, who will be? No matter how 
seemingly “petty” these needs may be, we 
need to focus on them because they serve 
as a means to connect ourselves to הקב”ה in 
a very real way.

On the other hand, we can’t stop there. 
 ,If I am only for myself  - ?אם אני לעצמי מה אני
what am I? We need to work on viewing the 
community as an extension of ourselves. 
National issues should become our own 
personal issues. And we should feel them 
just as deeply as our own pekelach. 

When we are able to really connect and 
have Kavana during both halves of the 
 section, then we know we’ve gotten בקשות
the balance right. Let’s use these days of 
national turmoil to practice focusing in on 
both aspects and getting it right!

IyH, we will spend the next couple of 
months going through the various Brachot 
in this section (בקשות -requests) in more 
detail. 
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 

Continued next week... 02-625-2555 firstisrael.com

Special rates up to 75% LTV: 
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For well qualified borrowers
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 PORTION FROM
 THE PORTION

BY RAKEL BERENBAUM
Contributor, Torah Tidbits

Storytelling

I am currently taking a course on inno-
vation. One of the things we learned 
is the importance of storytelling. We 

were told our “pitch” should include the 
“why” – the personal story behind our cre-
ative project. My project is a popup book 
for kids. Why? I grew up in a house with 
lots of books, lots of art and a father who 
was an engineer. Therefore I always loved 
those kinds of books that combine beau-
tiful artwork and humor with amazing 
paper engineering. I love them even more 
now when I am able to read them with my 
grandchildren and see their eyes light up 
with excitement. 

Aren’t the stories in all TED talks what 
make them so popular, and watched and 
shared so many times?

Just this week in the class I’m giving in 
English on Zoom on memory improvement 
at Herzog College, I also taught about 
using the story method for memory 
improvement. Taking a list that one wants 
to remember, and linking the objects in 
one’s mind into a creative (meaning silly) 
story, makes it easier to remember the list. 

A verse (10:2) in this week’s portion also 
talks about telling a story. “So that you 
may tell the story, in the ears of your son 

and son’s son of how I made a mockery 
of the Egyptians….”. Rabbi Weinreb in his 
book, “The Person in the Parasha” points 
out something fascinating that the Belzer 
Rebbe teaches on the verse. He says that 
Moshe’s own sons, Gershom and Eliezer, 
were left behind in Egypt when he went 
on God’s mission. They “missed out on 
the show” to say. They didn’t experience 
all the amazing miracles of the Exodus 
from Egypt and the splitting of the Reed 
Sea. The Belzer Rebbe asks why? He says 
that God wanted Moshe to model for us 
what parents must do for their children 
– tell them the story of the Exodus. The 
word “you” is singular in the verse – to 
refer to Moshe. God instructed him to tell 
the Exodus story to his sons who had not 
experienced it. Only one generation of 
Jews experienced the actual redemption 
from Egypt, but every generation is able to 
experience it virtually if their parents tell 
them the story.

For the Pesach events we don’t need to 
invent a story like in the memory technique 
I taught. The deliverance from Egypt is a 
well known epic filled with excitement, 
emotion and heritage. Each year as we 
gather around the Seder table, we have 
an obligation and opportunity to share 
the story that has been passed down from 
generation to generation and make it our 
own. Each generation is a link in the story, 
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With Love

When writing a letter to a close 
friend or relative we end with 
the words “with love”. This 

week I will write about something men-
tioned in the portion related to just these 
words.

The verse in our portion states “ So they 
[the Kohanim] shall place My name on the 
Israelites and I will bless them” (6:27). It is 
not really the Kohanim who bestow bless-
ing on our people, it is God. The Kohanim, 
whose life is dedicated to working in the 
Temple are the holy vehicles through which 
God’s blessing flows. 

Blessing the people is a mitzvah for the 
Kohanim. For many mitzvot that we do we 
say a blessing beforehand (i.e. putting up a 

mezuzah, lighting Shabbat candles, taking 
a lulav). The Kohanim also recite a blessing 
before they actually bless us. They stand up 
in the front of the shul and in unison recite 
the blessing before the blessing. Although 
the blessing they make before blessing us is 
similar to other blessings for mitzvot , there 
are a few changes that are significant. A few 
words are added. What are these words 
and why are they added?

In the middle of their bracha the words 
“who has made us holy with the holiness of 
Aharon” are added. We would think their 
blessing would end “ and has commanded 
us to bless His people Israel”, but another 
word is added at the end. The blessing 
ends with the word “B’ahava – with love”. 
Why for this mitzvah is the word “B’ahava” 
added? Maybe we should end all brachot 
that way as well?

Rav Chanan Porat, in his book, 
Me’at Min HaOr says that since 
the blessing that the Kohanim 
recite has a set language to it, 
the Rabbis were afraid that the 
Kohanim might not put their 
whole heart and soul into it. So 
first they say “who has made 
us holy with the holiness of 
Aharon” which reminds them 
to follow in the footsteps of their 
ancestor Aharon, who loved all 
Jews. Then they end off with the 
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word “B’ahava” which truly focuses them 
on this emotion of love towards their fellow 
Jews. Their blessings should be filled with a 
love for their brethren. This is so important 
that the Magen Avraham brings a halachah 
that any Kohen who doesn’t love his fellow 
Jews – should not get up and bless them. 

One of the well known Kohanim of the 
previous generation, Rav Kook, was a true 
example of a Kohen who loved his fellow 
Jews. He liked to say “If our nation was 
destroyed because of baseless hatred we 
can rebuild ourselves and the whole world 
through boundless love.” If only we were 
worthy to already have Kohanim like him 
serving in the Holy Temple. We must also 
remember, that we are all instructed to be 
“Mamlechet Kohanim Vgoy Kadosh – and 
you shall be to Me, a nation of Kohanim 
and a holy nation” ( Shmot 19:6) . We must 
also act as Kohanim, and we must also show 
love to our fellow Jews. Now more than ever 
this is imperative, with the horrible trage-
dies, dangerous situation and the rampant 
divisiveness that has befallen our nation.

May we receive the blessings from our 
Kohanim, increase our love for our fellow 
Jews, in order to be blessed with peace. 

 RECIPE

In the actual blessing that the Kohanim 
bless us with they refer to God’s face panav 
twice. So I decided to include a recipe for an 
open-faced sandwich. This is a sandwich 
with only the bottom piece of bread, no 
cover. The one here is just one example, 
serve a platter of any or an assortment of 
the kinds that your family enjoys. This is 

especially appropriate for the hot summer 
Shabbat days when not everyone is in the 
mood for a heavy chulent.

OPEN FACED CORNED 
BEEF SANDWICH

250 g corned beef

2 beets, cooked, peeled and thinly sliced

Horseradish sauce 

mustard 

Mayonaise

French bread

Slice a French bread roll into thin slices with 
a sharp knife. Spread with mayonnaise, 
place slices of beef on top. Add a few slices 
of beet, then spoon on some horseradish, 
and top with a bit of mustard.
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The Nazir and the 

Importance of Honest Self 
Appraisal

In Parshat Naso the laws of a Nazir are 
discussed. If someone takes an oath to be 
a Nazir, he may not shave his head, drink 
wine, or become tameh by going near a 
dead body throughout his entire time as a 
Nazir. At first glance it appears as if taking 
an oath to be a Nazir is applauded by the 
Torah as the Nazir is called ״קדוש הוא לה״, 
‘holy to Hashem.’ However, on the other 
hand the Torah tells us that if the Nazir 
comes in accidental contact with a dead 
body, ending his nazarite period, the Nazir 
should bring a sin-offering because ״מאשר 
 .for having sinned ,חטא על נפש״

This strange contradiction of holy, but a 
sinner, is also found in the Talmud Taanit 
11a. Shmuel calls the Nazi a sinner, while 
Rav Elazar calls him holy. 

So how can one understand this 
contradiction? Is serving G-d through 
abstinence, like the Nazir ideal or not? 
Does abstinence make one holy or a 
sinner?

For most individuals, abstinence is 
not the ideal method of strengthening 
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a relationship with G-d. Elevating the 
physical world for spiritual purposes for 
these individuals would be the proper way 
of connecting. Within the framework of 
elevating the physical we should always be 
striving for growth. However, for a select 
few who are on an incredibly lofty level, 
abstinence like the Nazir can be another 
powerful step. 

We can make use of the 
physical world in our service

The Netziv explains that the reason why 
the Nazir had to bring a chatat was because 
when the defilement occurred, even if 
accidental, it is a sign that the individual 
was not on a level worthy of being a Nazir, 
but was involved in self-deception. While 
there is something incredibly holy when an 
individual is on the level capable of being a 
Nazir, if he is not on such a level but takes 
the oath anyways, his nezirut is considered 
sinful and inauthentic and he must bring a 
karban chatat. 

In conclusion, Nezirut can both be holy and 
sinful depending on the context. It reminds 
us of the importance of authentically 
serving God, that we can make use of the 
physical world in our service, and that we 
should only take on “more”  when we know 
that we are ready for its challenges. 
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May we all merit the opportunity to serve 
God with the delicate balance of self-
knowledge and striving for growth. 

Liat Sanders
12th Grade,  
Jerusalem

The Importance Of Unity

Parashat Naso continues talking about the 
Mishkan as well as other technical laws 
in different situations. Who is in charge 
of what part of the Mishkan and its many 
intricacies?

The part I want to focus the most on in 
this Parsha is the Mishkan. In our days, 
you can say that the Mishkan is parallel to 
synagogues, the place where you worship 
God.

It’s so great that we have a place where we 
can go to pray and connect with God and 
our community. Jews didn’t always have 
that. For example, when the Temples were 
destroyed, before the Mishkan was built.

I think it took Corona for me to really 
appreciate my shul. Throughout  the time 
of Corona we mostly couldn’t go to shul. It 
was really hard not being able to go pray 
there and connect with my community. 
Yes ,you can pray alone or outside with 
others like we have been doing, but there 
is something so special about praying 
inside the shul with everyone together. 

In the time where we couldn’t go to shul 
we were like Bnei Yisrael when they didn’t 
have the Mishkan yet.

Bnei Yisrael have been through incredibly 

NCSY Israel is the premier organiza-
tion in Israel, dedicated to connect, 
inspire, empower, and help teen olim 
with "Klita" to the Land of Israel by 
encouraging passionate Judaism 
through Torah and Tradition. Find 
out more at israel.ncsy.org

hard times, both of destruction and 
uncertainty. They had to reunite and 
work together to rebuild themselves, 
rebuild the Mikdash. It wasn’t easy but 
they did it. We too are in a very difficult 
time, but we will get through it just like 
they did. We need to work together and 
support each other. We should trust in 
God that he will help us just like he has 
helped us many times before. Stay strong 
and safe everyone. 
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Real Life Rescues 
Monday Morning CPR in Netanya Gives 
An Older Man Another Chance At Life
EMTs respond to an early morning cardiac arrest in Netanya and save a man in 
his 70.

Netanya - On Monday morning just after 7:00 a.m. a man in his 70’s was at 
home on Zalman Shneur Street in Netanya when he began to feel unwell. He 
told his family that he was having severe chest pain and then proceeded to 
collapse on the sofa. His worried family called for help.

United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Ze'ev Drimer was just waking up when all of a 
sudden his emergency communications device started to blare. Ze'ev quickly 
got up and grabbed it looking at the location of the emergency. It was just a few streets away from 
his house. Ze'ev threw on some clothes, grabbed his medical kit, and ran outside to his bicycle. He 
quickly sped off as fast as he could peddle to the given address. As soon as he arrived, he raced up 
the stairs and into the apartment where the man had collapsed. He found the man unconscious on 
his sofa with no pulse. 

Ze'ev asked the man’s son for assistance in lowering his father to the floor so that he could initiate 
CPR. Ze'ev quickly attached a defibrillator and began compressions on the man. Just then Avraham 
Levy, another volunteer EMT with United Hatzalah raced in and joined Ze'ev in an effort to save the 
man’s life. 

The defibrillator did not administer a shock as the patient was apparently in a state of asystole. In 
spite of this, the pair of EMTs did not give up and alternated between rounds of compressions and 
providing assisted ventilation. After a few minutes, an intensive care ambulance arrived and joined 
the effort to save the man’s life. The combined team worked together for 25 minutes and finally 
succeeded in bringing the man’s pulse back. 

“Some people start their mornings with coffee, I like to start mine with 
successful CPRs,” said an ecstatic Drimer after saving the man’s life. “We 
can never know what will happen afterward, whether this man makes a full 
recovery or not. But I know that I did everything I could to bring him back 
and bring his pulse back and that is my job. I am happy that I was the right 
person in the right place at the right time and that I was able to help give 
this man another chance at life.” 

Avraham added that “This was a unique case because when the man’s 
pulse and blood pressure came back they were quite high. It was almost 

as if he hadn’t undergone a cardiac arrest at all. It must have been that his heart wasn’t stopped for 
too long and that is thanks to the quick response of Ze'ev who arrived and initiated CPR very quickly 
after receiving the alert.”   

(Photo Credit - Zev Drimmer United Hatzalah)
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