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Challah on 
Shavuot

The Rema (OH 494:3) cites a special 
custom to eat dairy on Shavuot, fol-
lowed by meat at the same festive 

meal. At this meal, the Rema says to have 
an additional challah for the second part 
of the meal (upon consuming meat). While 
there are other explanations offered for 
this additional challah, some authorities 
maintain that the Rema’s ruling is based 
on a requirement to use separate bread for 
a dairy meal and for a meat meal (Magen 
Avraham 494:8, Chok Yaakov 494:12). One 
may ask, is the Rema’s ruling considered 
a halachic requirement? In general, may 
leftover bread from a dairy meal be eaten 
with a meat meal and vice versa? 

The Talmud Yerushalmi (Pesachim 6:4) 
states that one is obligated to remove all 
bread crumbs and residue from the table 
between eating a dairy and a meat meal. 
Since bread is a main component of a 
meal and is often eaten together with the 
other foods, it is likely that food residue 
has collected in the crumbs. The Tur (YD 
91) and Shulchan Aruch (Beit Yosef YD 89) 
also rule like the Yerushalmi. It seems clear 
that these authorities were concerned 

about crumbs ad do not mention large 
leftover pieces of bread (see Shulchan 
Aruch YD 91:3). The first authority to 
mention a requirement not to mix bread 
from dairy and meat meals is the Hagahot 
Oshri (Chulin 8:7). He cites a praiseworthy 
practice to remove all leftover bread and 
other parve foods eaten with a meat meal 
before a subsequent dairy meal and vice 
versa, as they are likely to have come into 
contact with meat (or dairy). Some later 
authorities quote the ruling of the Hagahot 
Oshri and cite it as a proper custom (Aruch 
Hashulchan YD 89:15).

Rav Moshe Feinstein (Igrot Moshe YD 1:38) 
discusses at length the issue of separate 
bread for dairy and meat meals and dis-
tinguishes between various situations. He 
quotes numerous sources that small pieces 
of food cut and served on the table with 
meat may not be served with dairy. Rav 
Moshe explains that small pieces of food or 
drink are extremely likely to become inter-
mingled, even when people think they are 
being careful (see Shach YD 18:8). He views 
the Hagahot Oshri as adding an extra 
stringency. Therefore, even in a situation 
where there is no real halachic concern, 
it is praiseworthy to separate all accompa-
nying parve foods between meat and milk 
meals. However, according to Rav Moshe, 
this stringency is not a halachic obligation. 
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It is noteworthy that the practice to have 
an additional challah for the second half 
of the meal (meat) is cited by the Rema as 
a custom in the laws of Shavuot and not 
in the context of the laws of kashrut (see 
Shulchan Aruch Harav 89). This seems con-
sistent with Rav Feinstein’s perspective on 
the issue.  

Based on the Hagahot Oshri, there is a dis-
pute if one may use leftover bread from a 
meat meal to eat at a later dairy meal. Rav 
Moshe, as explained above, distinguishes 
between pieces of bread left around the 
table and a large piece or a partial loaf. 
Pieces spread out on the table fall under 
the category of food that one cannot be 
“careful with” and, as such, may not be 
used. However, large, unsliced pieces may 
be reused from a meat to a milk meal (or 
vice versa). The Badei Hashulchan (89:99) 
rules that if children are at the table, all 
bread products, both cut and whole, 
should not be reused for a different type 
of meal. Children are not as careful, and 
most likely some food residue came in con-
tact with the bread (see Responsa V’dibarta 
Bam 211). 

The custom to have an additional challah 
for the second part of the Shavuot meal 
should be observed. In general, if one 
wishes to use leftover bread for a different 
meal (milk to meat and vice versa), one 
should keep in mind the factors discussed 
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In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.
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above. This requires keeping untouched 
or large pieces isolated in one place on the 
table, on a separate serving plate or tray, 
and slicing or breaking the bread with 
clean hands and utensils. When the above 
factors cannot be controlled, or when chil-
dren are present, then ideally the bread 
should be eaten only with parve products 
on the table. Before eating the next part 
of the meal, all bread (sliced and whole) 
should be removed from the table. In this 
way, the leftover challah may certainly be 
used for both parts of the meal.

In summary:

There is a custom to have milk and then 
meat at the Shavuot festive meal. It is cus-
tomary to have an additional challah for 
the second part of the meal. 

Sliced bread left on the table from a milk or 
meat meal may not be used for the second 
part of the meal.

Whole or uncut bread that is off to the side 
of the table may be used for the second part 
of the meal. Nevertheless, it is a praisewor-
thy custom to refrain from doing so.

Certain authorities rule that if children 
are present at the table, all bread products 
may not be used at the second part of the 
meal.

If the challah was removed from the table 
before the meat or milk course, there is 
no doubt that the challah may be used for 
both types of meals. 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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