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Preparing 
The 
Garden for  
Shemitah #4:
Weeding - 

The Gemara (Mo’ed Katan 3a) 
writes that nikush and kisuach are 
forbidden during Shemitah. 

Rashi explains that nikush is removing 
the weeds with the root (weeding), and 
kisuach is cutting the weeds above the 
ground (mowing). 

Earlier the Gemara explained that weed-
ing is forbidden on Shabbat, either 
as tolada of choresh (plowing - making the 
soil better), or as tolada of zoreah (allow-
ing the plants near the weeds to grow 
larger as they now have less competition).

The poskim write that weeding is more 
serious than mowing, and therefore 
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where necessary (see below) only mowing 
and not weeding should be allowed.

Weeding during Shemitah

Annual weeds: if they do not dominate the 
garden but are merely an eyesore, it is best 
not to uproot them.

Weeds that spoil considerably the gaden’s 
appearance; or genuinely compete with 
its plants; or threaten to provide cover for 
various pests (e.g. snakes, scorpions); pr 
ceed in the following order of preference: 

Spray with various growth-preventative 
chemicals (available at gardening stores 
and with gardeners). It is recommended 
to concentrate on areas where weeds gen-
erally sprout and also to spray in early 
winter.

Cover the area with a black sheet (that 
blocks light).

Spray existing weeds (available as men-
tioned above, see a.).

Mow down weeds above soil (with a lawn-
mower or scythe mower, etc.).
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 
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Weeds should not be uprooted at all 
during shemitah.

Removal of weeds from synthetic grass or 
cement or grown through tiles – is allowed, 
provided that the garden plants are away 
from the weeds, so the removal of weeds 
will not affect the plants.

What to do before Shemitah?

Treat all types of weeds before Shemitah 
using a variety of methods (motorized 
scythe, spraying, uprooting by hand etc.). 
Best to do it before blooming and spreading 
seeds.

It is recommended to cover the ground 
with sheeting and cover materials such as: 
tree cuttings, gravel pebbles etc. in order to 
minimize the need to weed on Shemitah. 
Another suggestion is  to use anti-germina-
tion sprays, pre-emergence weed killers, etc.

What about cutting the grass? Next week. 
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