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sn’t it interesting that parashat Emor is
named after a seemingly elementary
word? Rashi (Vayikra 21;1) notes that the
repetition in the passuk, “emor – veamarta”,
teaches that the elders should instruct the
younger people in the laws of purity. What
is implicit in this word? What does Rashi
add from this injunction that is different
from the general mitzvah of chinuch?
Rav Hirsch explains that the word “emor”
connotes telling or instructing, in contradistinction to “daber”, which intimates
speaking. A person can speak to himself,
however, telling involves conveying an
idea to others. What are some ideas that
the Torah is transmitting here?
Rav Pincus in Tiferet Shimshon notes that
there is an added element of chinuch that

is derived from our passuk. “Emor” is instructive, ensuring that the young not only
hear what is being taught, but live the lessons imparted. One should not put a child
in a situation of transgressing a Torah command even it is to help others. For example,
a child, even a very young one, should not
be told to turn on a light on Shabbat if one
forgot to do so. Rav Pincus adds that some
authorities maintain that anyone, not only
a parent, must ensure that a child is not
transgressing a Torah law. A child should
be stopped from lying, stealing or hitting.
To this extent the chinuch becomes actively
acquired. At the same time, a child should
become accustomed to performing positive
commandments so that a Torah lifestyle becomes an integral part of his psyche and
essential nature.
Rav Ochayon in Ohr Daniel likewise focuses on the difference between “amira”
and “dibur”, albeit with another emphasis.
“Dibur” is speaking in a strict, disciplined
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way, while “amira” is a softer approach.
When teaching a child, one needs to recall
what Chazal teach us; the right must draw
close, while the left pushes away (Sanhedrin
107b). It is important to look at each child
as an individual, to appreciate their unique,
distinct needs. This type of specialized approach is encapsulated in the word “emor”,
allowing the softness and love to dominate
the more rigid, severe style.
Rav Feinstein in Darash Moshe sees another
important message of chinuch in the double
expression of “emor” and “veamarta”. First
it is important to focus on the information,
what is allowed and what is forbidden, this
is “Emor”. Then “veamarta” imparts the
mindset how to perform a mitzvah. Parents
ought to be role models, transmitting the
love of living a Torah life with joy and fulfilling its precepts with passion. This type
of instruction is not so much with words as
it is with feelings and sharing Yiddishkeit.
It is this dynamic direction that ultimately
has the most powerful impact on the next
generation.
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