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“Anderish!”

T

he famed Mirrer rosh yeshivah, Rav
Eliezer Yehuda Finkel, zt’l (known
as “Reb Leizer Yudel”), was the son
and successor of the Alter of Slabodka
a prize talmid of the great Reb Chaim
Soloveichik of Brisk. With the outbreak of
WWII, Reb Leizer Yudel established a new
branch of the Mir Yeshiva in Yerushalayim.
He was beloved for his incredible ahavas
haTorah, midos, sensitivity and concern
for others.
Not long after Reb Lazer Yudel came
to Yerushalayim, he met the sons of
the Brisker Rav, his Rebbe’s grandchildren, and was surprised to see that the
young children were dressed the same
exact way as they had back in Europe, in
old-fashioned caps and vests. The Rosh
Yeshiva reasoned that like most families
in Yerushalayim, they were struggling
financially, and lacked the funds to buy
new suits.
Ever sensitive and generous, Rav Leizer
Yudel sought out their father, the Brisker
Rav, and offered to buy the children new
outfits, commenting that with their old28
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school clothing, the kids stood out and
looked very different than the other bnei
Torah in the city. The Brisker Rav nodded
in agreement: “Ah, Yes… they do look different… because they are takeh anderesh
— different indeed!”

"ויאמר ה' אל משה אמר אל הכהנים בני אהרן
"…ואמרת אליהם
“Speak the Kohanim, the sons of
Aharon, and tell them…” (21:1)
Rashi teaches us that the apparent repetition of “emor, speak to” and “v’amarta,
say” teaches us להזהיר גדולים על הקטנים, “the
adults should l’hazir, ‘warn’ the young.” In
other words, in addition to the Kohanim
themselves following the laws of purity,
they should also ‘warn’ their children
to observe the commandments, to see
to it that young Kohanim too should not
make themselves impure. They should
avoid contact with the dead so as not to be
rendered tameh l’nefesh, ritually impure.
Rav Yaakov Bender, shlit’a, beloved
rosh yeshiva of Darchei Torah in New
York, shared a powerful memory from
a Torah Umesorah convention held the
week of Parshas Emor many years ago.
Rav Yaakov Weinberg zt’l, the Rosh Yeshiva
of Ner Yisrael in Baltimore, addressed
the convention and spoke on the topic of
transmission of values to the next generation. He expanded the exhortation in our
parsha to include every area of Torah, and

not limited to elder kohanim training their
children. It applies to all of us.
Rav Weinberg noted that the Torah
specifically shares this lesson in context
of halachos of tumas Kohanim, a set of
laws that are exclusive to a small minority
of Klal Yisrael. This he explained with a
mashal:
Two newborn infants lay in bassinets
next to each other in a baby nursery, one
born a Kohen and the other a Yisrael. From
birth, from the very first moment, the
Kohen is different; his place in the community, his future role and responsibilities,
the spiritual expectations and standards
he must keep, are unique. This is not as a
result of anything he has done, achieved
or earned. Simply because of where he
comes from, born to a family of Kohanim,
he is elevated: he will bless the Nation
during the repetition of the Amidah, be
honored to lead bentching, receive the first
aliyah to the Torah, and one day, BE”H,
serve in the Beis Hamikdash. While both
babies are beautiful and holy, the infant
Kohen is different.
It is specifically with the mitzvah
of warning the children of Kohanim
regarding the care they must exercise in
maintaining their taharah that the Torah
reveals the mandate to inform all of our
children and students, and transmit to
them a lesson that is applicable to every
single law and area of the Torah. That is,
we are a Nation that is different, set apart
and charged with a unique responsibility to live with a higher sense of spiritual
standards and obligations. Indeed, as the
Brisker Rav told Reb Lazer Yudel… we are
takeh, indeed, anderish!

Eiferman Properties Ltd.
JERUSALEM SALES

SHAAREI CHESED Townhouses prices from $3,250,000!
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 2 brdms. 76 sqm, 2nd
oor, elevator, large succah balcony, renovate to your taste!
TALBIEH Spacious 3 bedrooms, 105 sqm, 1st oor,
Shabbat elevator, NIS 2,590,000!!
OLD KATAMON 135 sqm duplex, private external
elevator, succah!
GERMAN COLONY Existing building with permit to
build 250 sqm on a huge lot!
CITY CENTER 4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies
HOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GAN
Cottage 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah, view, parking !
HAR NOF * 127 sqm duplex, private entrance +garden!
building permits, lots of potential!
* Unique Villas for sale, 250- 330 sqm + rental units,
outdoor space, parking, view! Many options!

OUT OF JERUSALEM

YAVNIEL - Villa + Rental Units! NIS 2,490,000!

RENTALS

OLD KATAMON Lovely 2 bdrms, un/furnished, 2 balconies
HAR NOF Shlav A, 3 bdrms, renovated, garden, view,
machsan, Immediate!!

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

Now also seeing patients at the
LaBriut Health Center in RBS
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