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Preparing 
The 
Garden For 
Shemitah, #2:
Melachot Derabanan 
During Shemitah

Last week, we learned about four 
or five melachot pertaining to 
shemitah, which are forbidden by 

the Torah.

However, there are many more melachot 
that do not appear in the Torah. The 
Mishna (Shevi’it chap. 2) enumerates 17 
melachot and the Rambam (Shevi’it 1,5) 
includes them too. Rav Kook lists more 
than 20 melachot in his book Shabbat 
Ha’aretz (1,5), as does the Chazon Ish 
(Shevi’it 17, 19).

The well-known melachot are the follow-
ing: watering and irrigation, weeding, 
fertilization, mowing (grass), spraying 
and crop-dusting. Are they forbidden der-
abanan , or permitted?

Ukmei ilana and avruyei ilana

The Gemara (Avoda Zara 3) writes that 
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any melachah directed toward keeping 
the tree alive (in Aramaic, “ukmei ilana”) 
is permissible, but a melachah to improve 
or strengthen the tree (avruyei ilana) is 
forbidden.

For example; there are many plants that 
will die if they don’t receive water during 
the summer. Therefore, watering these 
plants fall into the category of okmey 
ilana and is permissible during Shemitah. 
On the other hand, it is forbidden to cut 
old branches of a tree so that the tree will 
grow better. Why? Because the goal is to 
“improve” the tree, to make it grow better.  
Fertilization is usually avruyei ilana, thus 
forbidden, because generally the tree or 
plant will survive without fertilization. 
Chazal didn’t want that our plants 
would die during shemitah, but only 
that we do the minimum needed to 
ensure their survival.

Ukmei ilana or ukmei peira (fruits)

Rav Kook believed that only actions 
taken to preserve the tree are permitted, 
while activities to preserve the fruits are 
forbidden. By contrast, the Chazon Ish 
was lenient with regards to the fruit as 
well. For example, spraying trees against 
pests that attack the tree’s fruit, would be 
forbidden to Rav Kook but acceptable to 
the Chazon Ish. Lema’aseh, the general 
custom is to be lenient like the Chazon Ish. 
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Given the above, any melacha whose goal 
is to avoid loss of a plant or its yield – is 
permitted during shemitah.

There are activities that are sometimes 
permissible and sometimes forbidden. 
It depends on whether the activity is 
directed to strengthen the tree, or merely 
to keep it tree alive.

In light of these principles, there are many 
melachot that we must perform before 
shemitah, during the end of the sixth year. 
We will discuss this next week. 
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 
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SHIUR SPONSORS
Sunday, May 2- Rabbi David Walk’s shiur is sponsored 
by Pessy Krausz in honor of her new great-grandson 

and in appreciation of all her grandchildren 

Monday, May 3 - Rabbi Goldscheider’s shiur  
is sponsored  לע”נ  

Rochel bat Chanah a”h on her  yahrzeit - יט אייר

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin’s shiurim  
have been sponsored by a generous donor

Rabbi Manning’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of an 

aliya neshama for Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,  
Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l 

and Eliana bat Yaakov a”h

Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of a 

refuah shelaima for Janet bat Hannah

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Parshat HaShavua Shiur 
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation


