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The Frozen Embryo
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olly Gibson is a phenomenon,
she is also less than one year old.
She was born a few months ago
to a couple from Tennessee and joined her
sister, Emma, who is now a delighted fouryear-old big sister. What makes this story
unusual is that Molly was frozen for 27
years. That makes her about the same age
as her mother, Tina Gibson.
Molly was born from an embryo that was
frozen 27 years ago, and recently “adopted”
by Tina and her husband, Ben. The Gibsons
had struggled with fertility challenges until
they used a frozen embryo and Emma was
born. Another embryo from the same batch
was used to achieve their latest pregnancy,
and Molly was born. Molly and Emma are
genetic siblings as well as being born to the
same biological mother.
This is the longest time on record that an
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embryo has been frozen and thawed which
resulted in a successful pregnancy and a
healthy birth.
It seems that such records exist in order
to be broken, and every so often a case is
reported in which embryos have been frozen longer and longer. We can almost claim
that frozen embryos have no “shelf life”
and will exist indefinitely in liquid nitrogen
until they are used.
This means that embryos cryopreserved
today may only be used decades in the
future. The genetic parents may be
deceased before the embryos are used. The
birth mother may eventually be “younger”
than her children, having been born after
the embryos were frozen.
We do not foresee any medical problem
with such treatment, nor do there appear
to be ethical concerns. It remains an
interesting case that may point to a new
trend.

There are, though, halachic concerns, not
necessarily with the length of time that the
embryos have been frozen, rather with
embryo adoption itself.
Some groups and clinics promote embryo
adoption as a preferred option for couples
who require an egg donation. The advantage is that generally egg donation is a very
expensive and complex procedure. A donor
needs to be located who looks similar to the
recipient. She needs counseling to ensure
that she is aware of the procedure and is
fully willing to undergo the procedure. She
must receive hormonal injections, be monitored, tested, the eggs must be retrieved.
This process takes time and is expensive.
There is also no guarantee that enough viable eggs will be produced.
Embryo adoption seems to be a much easier
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