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Parashat Kedoshim is unique in that 
it was said in the presence of the 
entire community of Israel. Rashi 

(Vayikra 19;2) explains that since “many 
important aspects of Torah” are found in 
this parashah it was necessary to present 
it “behakhel”, with the entire nation in 
attendance. What makes this parashah so 
unique? What are these ‘important aspects’ 
found here?

One classic approach to understand this 
is that the mitzvot related here are a 
repetition of the Aseret Hadibrot, hence 
this section takes on a special significance.

Rav Reiss in Merosh Tzurim suggests that 
the ‘important aspects’ Rashi is referring 
to is kedushah itself. The call to pursue 
holiness is so fundamental in Judaism 
that it must be articulated before all Am 
Yisrael.  Indeed, before receiving the 
Torah we were told to “become a kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation” (Shemot 19;6). 
To live as a Torah-Jew one must act in a 
manner of holiness; it is the foundation of 
our very existence.  

The command to be holy, explains Rav 
Sheinerman in Ohel Moshe, had to be 

said in a public forum to ensure that each 
person would know that he possesses 
the ability to achieve such sanctity. One 
cannot excuse or absolve himself of this 
obligation based on his social settings or 
peer group. Being created in Hashem’s 
image includes the capacity to reach 
these great heights. Rav Grossbard in 
Daat Shraga adds that this is precisely why 
the parashah emphasizes interpersonal 
mitzvot. The key to kedushah is to live an 
elevated life while involved in the common 
activities of the everyday.  Being careful 
to pay a worker on time, honoring one’s 
parents, leaving a corner of the field to the 
poor, not taking revenge are all examples 
of elevating the mundane to something 
superior.

It is quite easy to get drawn 
into the world of physical 
pleasures for its own sake and 
forget the mandate for which 
we were created 

Kedushah is a lifetime challenge to live for 
the sake of heaven, not simply to satisfy 
our personal desires, notes the Tosher 
Rebbe in Avodat Avodah. Hence, the first 
brachah we give to a chatan and kallah is 
“shehakol bara lechvodo”; we are remind-
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ing them as they begin building their new 
home that it must be set on the foundation 
to increase kevod shamayim in this world. 
Similarly, when one eats, he should focus 
on saying the appropriate brachot with 
kavanah, having divrei Torah at the meal 
and eating for the purpose of serving 
Hashem. It is quite easy to get drawn into 
the world of physical pleasures for its own 
sake and forget the mandate for which we 
were created. Rav Wolbe suggests the fol-
lowing exercise: leave over a bit of food 
on your plate at the end of your meal. 
Stopping before you are full displays the 
ability to control one’s desires, and not be 
controlled by them.

Moreover, the mitzvah of kedushah 
was shared publicly to teach us, says 
Rav Kaufman in Mishchat Shemen, that 
kedushah is not found by separating 
oneself from society. Often, one may 
think that seclusion or meditating on a 
mountain top is the path to living a life 
of holiness.  The Torah emphasizes that 
it is specifically among people, accessing 
the koach of the community, that one can 
achieve a noble and exalted existence. 

Exclusives! 

Great Abu Tor garden townhouse
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Sunny living room opens to large terrace. 
Office off kitchen. Guest bathroom. 
Two spacious bedrooms upstairs with great 
terrace from master. (was 3) Two bathrooms. 
2 car private parking. Over 100 m with office. 
Garden 90 meters.
Private land. Asking 3.5 m NIS.

 
CHESED FUND

Please help those less fortunate, 
desperate for assistance.

Make checks (Israeli only) payable to
"The Chesed Fund"

and send to 
ISRAEL CENTER CHESED FUND

att. Menachem Persoff
POB 37015 Jerusalem 91370

or contact us at 050-570-1067
to make a bank transfer.

Thanks to all who contributed to the 
Kimcha DePiska appeal.


