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Connecting Yerushalayim and the OU Makom Balev Bar Mitzvah participants as they 
conclude the program with a tiyul to Yerushalayim
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Rabbi Avi Berman 
Executive Director, 
OU Israel

Writing this column is now 
an ingrained habit in my weekly schedule. 
It’s very meaningful for me to reflect on 
the events of the past week or something 
coming up and formulate my thoughts 
in a way that I can share a glimpse of the 
incredible accomplishments of the OU 
Israel staff or convey an idea I feel would 
be meaningful to you, the members of the 
OU Israel family. 

Looking back, the impetus for this column 
was the pandemic. Pre-corona, I would 
share these types of thoughts with those 
of you whom I would run into at the OU 
Israel Center. Since Covid-19 prevented me 
from meeting people here in our building, I 
wasn’t able to utilize my natural instinct to 
share what’s happening here. I am grateful 
for the fact that I am now able to share 
these ideas and happenings at OU Israel 
with a wider audience. It is particularly 
touching to me that so many of you have 
taken the time to email, call or whatsapp 
feedback and share your insights. 

In addition, I felt that it was important to 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

create a more personal relationship at a 
time when we were closed up in our homes. 
We were unable to share Shabbat meals 
with friends, catch up with neighbors after 
Shul, or attend in-person Shiurim. Even if 
we did bump into someone we knew on 
the street, social distancing prevented us 
from sharing a usual handshake or hug. 
We could not even see each other’s faces 
due to the masks we wore to safeguard our 
health and the health of those around us. 

Let’s take advantage of the 
fact that we can once again 
see each others’ faces

As a parent, I learned very fast that all I 
need to do when my kids walk in the door 
after school is to look at their faces to know 
what occurred that day - whether they 
had a good day or a bad one. Our facial 
expressions tell us so much about ourselves 
and others. Having our faces covered for 
over a year robbed us from being able to 
reach out, cheer up, and bring comfort 
to those in need. Seeing people in masks 

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 78,542

The OU Israel Family extends  
heartfelt condolences to the family of

Isi Leibler z"l  
on his passing

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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wasn’t just seeing half their faces, it was 
not seeing the half of the face that shows 
whether a person is smiling or frowning. 

There is a famous idea that there is a 
precious gift you can give to others without 
it costing you anything - a smile. 

During the pandemic we were unable 
to share this gift with others. This past 
Sunday, the Ministry of Health removed 
the requirement to wear a mask outside. 
The way I see it, they added a requirement 
that each of us now pay extra attention to 
those around us and to make up for a year 
during which we were unable to do this. 
Let’s take advantage of the fact that we 
can once again see each others’ faces and 
delve a little deeper into the hearts of those 
around us and be there for each other in a 
much more meaningful way. 

And in case you were wondering, I plan 
on continuing this column even though we 
are now blessed with the ability to see each 
other once again as we resume in-person 
shiurim and other programming. I look 
forward to B’ezrat Hashem seeing your 
smiling faces here at the OU Israel Center 
on a regular basis.

Avi, Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

Condolences to Lenny Davidman  
and Carol Hirshberg and family

on the passing of  their mother/sister

Phyllis Davidman ע"ה
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of  
RCA Israel Region

1st aliya (Vayikra 16:1-24) 
Aharon is instructed to enter the 
Holy of Holies only through an 

elaborate process of offerings. He is to 
bring a private sin offering. And a 
communal sin offering of 2 identical goats, 
one as an offering, one sent to the 
wilderness, determined by lottery. The 
blood of both his offering and the 
communal shall be brought into the Holy 
of Holies, accompanied by incense. The 
smoke of the incense fills the Holy of Holies.  
The (scape) goat is sent to the wilderness. 
The people gain kapara, atonement.  

Entry to the Holy of Holies requires an 
elaborate ceremony of unique offerings; 
including the scapegoat ceremony and the 

KI TEITZEI incense offered in the Holy of Holies. And it 
is all performed by the Kohen Gadol. 

This continues the powerful and crucial 
theme of the entire section following Mount 
Sinai. In G-d’s reach for man, his love of 
man, He has created a place of rendezvous; 
the Mishkan. However, it is rendezvous 
with care, with reservation, with humility.  
The building design is with great detail.  
The offerings are with great detail; when 
they are brought, how they are brought, 
the Kohanim’s role in bringing them. G-d 
says: You may approach Me, I want you 
to approach Me, but with care. Here, He 
invites man to rendezvous in the Holy 
of Holies – the inner, intimate chamber, 
with the Aron and the tablets, covered by 
angels. This intimate invitation requires a 
very elaborate procedure; unique offerings 
like the scapegoat and the incense, sin 
offerings, olah offerings. The closer, the 
more intimate; but also, the more care and 
preparation required.  

This is a powerful and crucial theme:  G-d 
invites man, wants man, but demands 
man’s understanding of his inadequacy and 
his human foibles (sin offerings). And while 
man is invited to the Holy of Holies it is 
with great limitation. Not every person, not 
every day; it is one person, the Kohen Gadol, 
only one time a year. G-d remains mysteri-
ous, ineffable, infinite, unknowable.  This is 
the delicate balance the Torah is creating; 
G-d wants man. Man is noble, the invitee of 
G-d Himself. But with enormous deference, 
enormous humility of man’s limited station. 
Nobility and humility; the majesty in being 
the invitee of G-d, hand in hand with the 
reality of our woeful inadequacy.

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

ACHAREI MOT - 
KEDOSHIM

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.
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2nd aliya (16:25-17:7) This entire 
ceremony is done once a year on 
Yom Kippur, to gain atonement 

and purity. Tell the entire people: all 
sacrifices are to be brought to the Mikdash.  
The Kohen is to offer them, so they are 
pleasing. We are to no longer offer sacrifices 
to spirits.

Only at the end of the entire description of 
how one is to enter the Holy of Holies does 
the Torah tell us that this is to be done on 
Yom Kippur. As if to say: the goal of Yom 
Kippur is to enter the Holy of Holies. It is 
through man’s approach to G-d that he 
gains atonement and purity.  

3rd aliya (17:8-8:21) Blood is not 
to be consumed, for the life is in 
the blood. I have given it to you to 

use for atonement on the altar, not to 
consume. The blood of an undomesticated 
animal or bird that is killed for consumption, 
that blood is to be covered with earth. Do 
not do what the Egyptians or Canaanites 
do. Do My commands; and live. Sexual 
relations with relatives are forbidden: 
including spouses of parents, half siblings, 
grandchildren, step-siblings, aunts, in-laws.  
In addition, marrying 2 women who are 
related. Or a married woman.

The listing of forbidden relationships 
changes the subject from the laws 
concerning the Mishkan. It is not the first 
such change of subject. The laws of Kashrut 
of Parshat Shemini were also a change of 
subject. Thus, the first 2 subjects of laws 
unrelated to our approach to G-d in the 
Mishkan are food and family. These are the 
first things said to the first man and woman 
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discussing how to continue to operate the 
Zula when the teenagers aren’t always 
interested in compiling with corona 
guidelines, such as not properly wearing 
their masks. Due to Corona, the Zula is 
operating outside its usual location on 
Yaffo Street since we cannot be inside. 
The cold in Yerushalayim was frigid, and 
my hands remained in my pockets while 
I shuffled my body to try and stay warm. 
Yet, a few meters in front of me our Zula 
counselors were strumming their guitars 
and sitting calmly as they listened to the 
youth unburden themselves. They were 
seeing the potential in these kids and 
watering them with acceptance and love 
because they know that they will be the 
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish 
people. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 78,424
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on the 6th day of creation: be fruitful and 
multiply. And eat of the herbs. Family and 
food were said to Adam and Eve. Family 
and food are the first laws to be outlined in 
detail to the Jewish people.

4th aliya (8:22-19:14) A man shall 
not lie with a man. Sexual 
relations with an animal are 

forbidden. These things (all the above) 
defile the land: it will spit you out. (Parshat 
Kedoshim) Be Holy, as I, G-d, your G-d is 
holy. Revere parents, keep Shabbat. Do not 
turn to idols or make graven gods. A 
shlamim offering may only be eaten for 2 
days. Help the poor and stranger when 
harvesting a field by leaving dropped or 
forgotten produce or grapes.  Don’t steal, lie 
or swear falsely. Don’t cheat; or tarry 
paying wages til the morning. Don’t curse 
the deaf, trip up the blind.

This aliya begins Parshat Kedoshim, the 
best parsha in the Torah. Or at least Rashi 
says so on the first verse: most topics of 
the Torah are contained here. There are 
51 mitzvot in 64 verses. We have left the 
topic of holiness of the Mikdash and focus 
on holiness in our behavior. These are the 
greatest themes of ethical behavior, helping 
the poor with dignity, honesty, care for 
employees, care for the deaf and blind. In 
just these few verses, our every moment of 
human interaction becomes meaningful; 

when do we not need to be vigilant that 
what we say is true. And kind. And gives 
dignity to others. Holiness inheres not 
just in the Mikdash but in the everyday 
treatment of others.

5th aliya (19:15-32) Do not pervert 
justice by favoring either poor or 
powerful. Don’t spread gossip, 

nor stand by your brother’s blood. Don’t 
hate. Don’t take revenge; love your neighbor 
as yourself. Do not interbreed animals, 
seeds, or wear wool and linen. In the land, 
fruit is forbidden for the first 3 years of 
growth, 4th year holy, 5th year permissible.  
Do not use divination. Nor round the 
corners of your face or use a straight razor 
on your beard. Nor tattoo. Nor seek sorcery.  
Rise before the aged, glorify the wizened.    

The mention of justice is a foil: in court, 
we pursue justice. But not on the streets.  
It is not our place to be judges, so pick 
favourites, help the victim. And revenge; 
we are not judges to mete out just revenge. 
If he didn’t lend you, you still should do the 
right thing and lend to him.  

And 2 of the best verses of the Torah: love 
your neighbor as yourself. And rise for 
the aged. As Rabbi Sacks says:  it is easy 
to love mankind, quite a bit harder to love 
the person next door. We see the warts, as 
they see ours. But rise above it. All people 
have goodness. Rise for the aged; perhaps 
for the wisdom that life itself brings. Quite 
a contrast to the glorification of youth of 
our times.

6th aliya (19:33-20:7) Love the 
convert. Employ accurate 
weights and measures. One who 

In Loving Memory of
David Elijah Feldman z”l
דוד אליהו בן ברוך יוסף ועלקא ז"ל

on his first yahrzeit
ט"ז אייר
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gives their child to Molech shall be put to 
death.  And if you don’t do it, I will. The one 
who turns and follows sorcery, I will deal 
with them. Be holy; for I am Holy.

The convert may feel out of place, different, 
self conscious, without family, not part 
of the crowd. Be extra sensitive to those 
feeling left out.  

Accurate weights and measures seems 
obvious. But the Torah is emphasizing that 
even when you can get away with it, don’t.  
Like cursing the deaf.  Who will ever know?

7th aliya (20:8-27) The following 
receive the death penalty: cursing 
parents, the long list of forbidden 

sexual relationships listed above.  
Observing these laws and not those of the 
nations will prevent the Land from spitting 
you out, as it has done to those nations.  
Since I have distinguished you, it is you 
who shall possess the Land, the land 
flowing with milk and honey. And you shall 
distinguish between animals to be eaten 
and those not. Be holy to Me and I will 
distinguish you to be My people.

The Jewish idea of ethical monotheism is on 
full display in Kedoshim. Holiness wanders 
seamlessly in the parsha from taking care 
of the poor, to laws of sacrifices, to honesty, 
to sexual prohibitions, to loving your 
neighbor, not hating; all under the rubric of 
holiness. We are to be holy so that the land 
not spit us out. Certainly something to give 
pause, to those of us walking the streets of 
our land. We need to be extra vigilant in 
all these holy things, ritual, interpersonal, 
speech, care, love; for our success in this 
land rests upon it. 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 

MarSea Modest Swim & Casualwear
www.MarSeaModest.net (NIS)
www.MarSeaModest.com ($USD)

Marci Rapp
050-424-8359

JLEM 02-628-8282 I TLV 03-720-8000
tzviair.com

THE BEST DESIGN, ENGINEERING
AND INSTALLATION OF AIR 
CONDITIONING SYSTEMS.

JUST ASK ANY OF OUR
THOUSANDS OF HAPPY CLIENTS.

davidz@AshkelonProperties.com

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 0 5 4 4 - 3 3 2 6 2 1  

“It sounded too good“It sounded too good

said another happy client

 
to be true – a superb sea-view
apartment in Anglo-populated
Ashkelon for only 15% down
– is actually a reality.”

said another happy client

 
to be true – a superb sea-view
apartment in Anglo-populated
Ashkelon for only 15% down
– is actually a reality.”

Owning your own apartment does not just allow
you freedom, but offers monetary savings, and
an increase in your investment value.
Anglo-populated, sunny Ashkelon is the answer!

It’s very affordable – from $500,000 with just a 15%
down payment, mortgages available as well as bank
guarantees. Rental income often in excess of 3.5%.
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 

MarSea Modest Swim & Casualwear
www.MarSeaModest.net (NIS)
www.MarSeaModest.com ($USD)

Marci Rapp
050-424-8359

JLEM 02-628-8282 I TLV 03-720-8000
tzviair.com

THE BEST DESIGN, ENGINEERING
AND INSTALLATION OF AIR 
CONDITIONING SYSTEMS.

JUST ASK ANY OF OUR
THOUSANDS OF HAPPY CLIENTS.

davidz@AshkelonProperties.com

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 0 5 4 4 - 3 3 2 6 2 1  

“It sounded too good“It sounded too good

said another happy client

 
to be true – a superb sea-view
apartment in Anglo-populated
Ashkelon for only 15% down
– is actually a reality.”

said another happy client

 
to be true – a superb sea-view
apartment in Anglo-populated
Ashkelon for only 15% down
– is actually a reality.”

Owning your own apartment does not just allow
you freedom, but offers monetary savings, and
an increase in your investment value.
Anglo-populated, sunny Ashkelon is the answer!

It’s very affordable – from $500,000 with just a 15%
down payment, mortgages available as well as bank
guarantees. Rental income often in excess of 3.5%.



10     TORAH TIDBITS / ACHAREI MOT - KEDOSHIM 5781

HAFTORAH ACHAREI  
MOT/KEDOSHIM 

AMOS 9:7-15 
 (ACCORDING TO THE ASHKENAZI CUSTOM)

This week’s haftorah speaks about exile 
and punishment that will be the result of 
the Jewish people straying from the path 
of the Torah.

Amos, the great prophet, brings a message 
from God in which he reminds the people 
of Israel of God’s kindness and his love of 
his nation. 

Although God is forced to punish the 
nation for their misdeeds He will never 
completely destroy his nation. They will be 
sent into exile and unfortunately will find 
themselves in every corner of the world  
- but the time will come when they will 
return to the land of their soul.

At that time the House of David will lead 
the nation and peace and prosperity will 
abound.

The conclusion of the haftorah resounds 
with the following uplifting message: “And 
I will return the captivity of My people 
Israel, and they shall rebuild desolate 
cities and inhabit them; and they shall 
plant vineyards and drink their wine, 
and they shall make gardens and eat their 
produce.” 
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Condolences to  
Yaakov Amrofel and family  

on the passing of  his father
Henri z"l

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים

Condolences to  
Leah (Lora) Walters and family  

on the passing of  her sister

Mali Cortes a"h
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Holiness:  
A Definition

He never returned phone calls. He 
certainly never returned e-mails. 
He rarely smiled.

He had very sophisticated tastes in wine 
and fine liquor. A seven-course gourmet 
dinner with a wine pairing at each course 
was almost an everyday occurrence for him.

He had the vocabulary of a sailor and 
seemed to be acquainted with the obscen-
ities and profanities of every known 
language.

Don’t get me wrong. He had many fine 
qualities, and considered himself to be reli-
gious, even pious.

“After all,” he would say, “I am careful that 
the meals that I order are always absolutely 
kosher. The Torah doesn’t prohibit wine, 
nor does it require us to refrain from deli-
cious food, and it places no limits on the 
quantity of food that we eat.”

He would expound upon the fact that he 
found nothing in the Torah requiring one 
to return phone calls or e-mails. He even 
insisted that, at least in the written Torah, 
he found no objection to the use of vulgar 
language.

I knew this person, let’s call him Reuben, 
for nearly 50 years. I was associated 
with him in various capacities, and often 
worked with him on charity projects. 
Although he scrupulously investigated 
every cause that approached him for con-
tributions, and he was very careful as to 
the causes to which he made contribu-
tions, I cannot deny that he was generous 
by almost all standards.

I must admit that I often wondered about 
his relationship with his wife. Obviously, I 
was not privy to the intimate details about 
their relationship. I did meet Reuben’s 
wife several times, and she always 
appeared to be quite sad, even defeated. 
She certainly did not share his joie de 
vivre, dressed quite modestly compared 
to his lavish wardrobe, and she certainly 
never resorted to his foul language.

Reuben died a few months ago. One of 
his close business associates, who knew 
him as a religious Jew, eulogized him as 
a person who exhibited holiness. “He was 
no saint,” proclaimed this associate, “but 
from my perspective as an irreligious per-

Dedicated L’iluy Nishmat
ר' חנוך ב"ר ברוך יעקב ז"ל
Henry Schiffmiller z”l

 whose 20th Yahrtzeit is on
י"ג אייר
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son, Reuben was a holy man.”

Now, it is common, and even to some 
extent permissible, to exaggerate the mer-
its of the deceased during a eulogy for 
him. But there was something about the 
adjective “holy” that I simply could not 
accept and felt compelled to protest. It was 
certainly inappropriate for me to protest 
in public at the funeral, and I felt it was 
pointless to protest to the well-meaning 
person who delivered the eulogy.

So I decided to use this column as the 
venue for that protest.

What does it mean to be holy? For the 
answer to that, we need to examine a 
verse at the beginning of the second of this 
week’s double-Torah portions, Acharei 
Mot and Kedoshim (Exodus 16:1-20:27). 
The verse reads: “Ye shall be holy; for I the 
Lord your God am holy.”

A man can observe every 
detail of the Torah’s laws 
about family purity yet not be 
a loving husband

The two greatest commentators on the 
Bible in the Jewish tradition, Rashi and 
Ramban (Nachmanides), enunciate defini-
tions of “holiness.” Rashi insists that to be 
holy means to be separate, distant, from 
various sinful exploits, especially sexual 
promiscuity. He says that the Hebrew 
words, “kedoshim tihyu, ye shall be holy,” 
are best understood as, “perushim tihyu, ye 
shall keep a distance.”
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Ramban, however, takes issue with Rashi, 
although he characteristically does so 
with great courtesy and even reverence 
for his predecessor. Ramban’s definition 
of holiness expresses one of his most basic 
teachings, and in my opinion, one of the 
perspectives of Judaism which is often 
forgotten and needs to be re-emphasized 
from time to time.

Ramban writes that there is more to being 
holy then merely to abide by the rules and 
regulations of the Torah. Yes, he writes, 
the Torah does not forbid gluttony, and 
it is quite possible to be a glutton yet not 
violate any of the laws of kashrut. True, he 
continues, one can use all manner of vul-
gar language yet violate no explicit biblical 
command. A man can observe every detail 
of the Torah’s laws about family purity yet 
not be a loving husband.

Ramban coins a phrase: “Naval bereshut 
hatorah,” which can be translated either 
as, “a knave within the bounds of Torah,” 
or alternatively, “a knave with the Torah’s 
permission.” Holiness, for Ramban, con-
sists of all those behaviors which are to 
be expected from a decent human being, 
even if those behaviors are not explicitly 
prescribed by the Torah.

Reuben was a man whom I knew all of my 
life. Although he was not perfect, he had 
his positive qualities and I certainly can-
not take it upon myself to condemn him. 
But he was not holy. Indeed, he missed the 
point about what the Jewish religion was 
all about.

Our religion is indeed about obedience 
and compliance to a set of laws—some 
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ordained by God and some instituted by 
wise and holy men—but that is not all 
that it is about. It is about attitudes, and 
it is about relationships. It is about ethical 
behaviors which need not be prescribed in 
the form of rules, but is to be expected of 
every reasonable human being.

Some would explain Ramban’s thesis in 
terms of the age-old distinction between 
the letter of the law and the spirit of the 
law. That is certainly one way of under-
standing it. Reuben is a prime example of 
someone who did not see beyond the letter 
of the law.

Our daily prayer book contains the follow-
ing verse in Isaiah 59:21:

“This is my covenant with them says the 
Lord: My spirit which is upon you, and the 
words I have placed in your mouth, shall 
not depart from you or your children or 
your children’s children...”

Clearly, the Almighty’s covenant has two 
components: His spirit and His words. 
Reuben kept the latter, but ignored the 
former. Holiness consists of adherence 
to them both.  Ramban teaches us that 
holiness is about that spirit. The Torah 
itself, by addressing the commandment 
“kedoshim tiheyu, be holy” to all of us, 
is teaching us that we are all capable of 
achieving that spirit. We are expected to 
be a goy kadosh, a holy people. 
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Sprints and 
Marathons

It was a unique, unrepeatable moment 
of leadership at its highest height. For 
forty days Moses had been communing 

with God, receiving from Him the Law 
written on tablets of stone. Then God 
informed him that the people had just 
made a Golden Calf. He would have to 
destroy them. It was the worst crisis of the 
wilderness years, and it called for every 
one of Moses’ gifts as a leader.

First, he prayed to God not to destroy 
the people. God agreed. Then he went 
down the mountain and saw the people 
cavorting around the Calf. Immediately, he 
smashed the tablets. He burned the Calf, 
mixed its ashes with water and made the 
people drink. Then he called for people to 

join him. The Levites heeded the call and 
carried out a bloody punishment in which 
three thousand people died. Then Moses 
went back up the mountain and prayed for 
forty days and nights. Then for a further 
forty days he stayed with God while a new 
set of tablets was engraved. Finally, he 
came down the mountain on the tenth of 
Tishri, carrying the new tablets with him 
as a visible sign that God’s covenant with 
Israel remained.

This was an extraordinary show of 
leadership, at times bold and decisive, 
at others slow and persistent. Moses 
had to contend with both sides, inducing 
the Israelites to do teshuvah and God to 
exercise forgiveness. At that moment he 
was the greatest ever embodiment of the 
name Israel, meaning one who wrestles 
with God and with people and prevails.

The good news is: there once was a Moses. 
Because of him, the people survived. The 
bad news is: what happens when there is 
no Moses? The Torah itself says: “No other 
Prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom 
the Lord knew face to face” (Deut. 34:10). 
What do you do in the absence of heroic 
leadership? That is the problem faced by 
every nation, corporation, community and 

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by Dr. Robert 
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family. It is easy to think, “What would 
Moses do?” But Moses did what he did 
because he was what he was. We are not 
Moses. That is why every human group 
that was once touched by greatness faces 
a problem of continuity. How does it avoid 
a slow decline?

The answer is given in this week’s 
parsha. The day Moses descended the 
mountain with the second tablets was to 
be immortalised when its anniversary 
became the holiest of days, Yom Kippur. 
On this day, the drama of teshuvah and 
kapparah, repentance and atonement, was 
to be repeated annually. This time, though, 
the key figure would not be Moses but 
Aaron, not the Prophet but the High Priest.

That is how you perpetuate a transforma-
tive event: by turning it into a ritual. Max 
Weber called this the routinisation of cha-
risma.1 A once-and-never-again moment 
becomes a once-and-ever-again ceremony. 
As James MacGregor Burns puts it in his 
classic work, Leadership: “The most lasting 
tangible act of leadership is the creation 
of an institution – a nation, a social move-
ment, a political party, a bureaucracy – that 
continues to exert moral leadership and 
foster needed social change long after the 
creative leaders are gone.”2 

There is a remarkable Midrash in which 
various Sages put forward their idea of 
klal gadol ba-Torah, “the great principle of 

1  See Max Weber, Economy and Society 
(Oakland, Calif.: University of California 
Press, 1978), 246ff.
2  James MacGregor Burns, Leadership 
(New York: Harper, 1978), 454.
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the Torah.” Ben Azzai says it is the verse, 
“This is the book of the chronicles of man: 
On the day that God created man, He made 
him in the likeness of God” (Gen. 5:1). Ben 
Zoma says that there is a more embracing 
principle, “Listen, Israel, the Lord our God, 
the Lord is one.” Ben Nannas says there is a 
yet more embracing principle: “Love your 
neighbour as yourself.” Ben Pazzi says we 
find a more embracing principle still: “The 
first sheep shall be offered in the morning, 
and the second sheep in the afternoon” 
(Exodus 29:39) – or, as we might say today, 
Shacharit, Mincha and Maariv. In a word: 
“routine”. The passage concludes: The law 
follows Ben Pazzi.3 

What Jews have, he argues, 
modern economies lack: a 
system of self-control that 
allows economies to flourish 
without booms and crashes, 
inflation and recession

The meaning of Ben Pazzi’s statement is 
clear: all the high ideals in the world – the 
human person as God’s image, belief in 
God’s unity, and the love of neighbours – 
count for little until they are turned into 
habits of action that become habits of the 
heart. We can all recall moments of insight 

3  The passage is cited in the Introduction to 
the commentary HaKotev to Ein Yaakov, the 
collected aggadic passages of the Talmud. It 
is also quoted by Maharal in Netivot Olam, 
Ahavat Re’a 1.
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or epiphany when we suddenly understood 
what life is about, what greatness is, and 
how we would like to live. A day, a week, 
or at most a year later the inspiration fades 
and becomes a distant memory and we are 
left as we were before, unchanged.

Judaism’s greatness is that it gave space to 
both Prophet and Priest, to inspirational 
figures on the one hand, and on the other, 
daily routines – the halachah – that take 
exalted visions and turn them into patterns 
of behaviour that reconfigure the brain 
and change how we feel and who we are.

One of the most unusual passages I have 
ever read about Judaism written by a non-
Jew occurs in William Rees-Mogg’s book 
on macro-economics, The Reigning Error.4 
Rees-Mogg (1928-2012) was a financial 
journalist who became editor of The Times, 
chairman of the Arts Council and vice-
chairman of the BBC. Religiously he was a 
committed Catholic.

He begins the book with a completely 
unexpected paean of praise for halachic 
Judaism. He explains his reason for doing so. 
Inflation, he says, is a disease of inordinacy, 
a failure of discipline, in this case in relation 
to money. What makes Judaism unique, he 
continues, is its legal system. This has been 
wrongly criticised by Christians as drily 
legalistic. In fact, Jewish law was essential 
for Jewish survival because it “provided a 
standard by which action could be tested, 
a law for the regulation of conduct, a focus 
for loyalty and a boundary for the energy 

4  William Rees-Mogg, The Reigning Error: 
The Crisis of World Inflation (London: 
Hamilton, 1974), 9–13.
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of human nature.”

All sources of energy, most notably nuclear 
energy, need some form of containment. 
Without this, they become dangerous. 
Jewish law has always acted as a container 
for the spiritual and intellectual energy 
of the Jewish people. That energy “has 
not merely exploded or been dispersed; 
it has been harnessed as a continuous 
power.” What Jews have, he argues, 
modern economies lack: a system of self-
control that allows economies to flourish 
without booms and crashes, inflation and 
recession.

The same applies to leadership. In Good 
to Great, management theorist Jim Collins 
argues that what the great companies 
have in common is a culture of discipline. 
In Great By Choice, he uses the phrase “the 
20-Mile March” meaning that outstanding 
organisations plan for the marathon, not 
the sprint. Confidence, he says, “comes not 
from motivational speeches, charismatic 
inspiration, wild pep rallies, unfounded 
optimism, or blind hope.”5 It comes from 
doing the deed, day after day, year after 
year. Great companies use disciplines that 
are specific, methodical and consistent. 
They encourage their people to be self-
disciplined and responsible. They do not 
over-react to change, be it for good or bad. 
They keep their eye on the far horizon. 
Above all, they do not depend on heroic, 
charismatic leaders who at best lift the 
company for a while but do not provide 

5  Jim Collins, Good to Great (New York: 
HarperBusiness, 2001); Great by Choice 
(New York: HarperCollins, 2011), 55.

it with the strength-in-depth they need to 
flourish in the long run.

The classic instance of the principles 
articulated by Burns, Rees-Mogg and 
Collins is the transformation that 
occurred between Ki Tissa and Acharei 
Mot, between the first Yom Kippur and 
the second, between Moses’ heroic 
leadership and the quiet, understated 
priestly discipline of an annual day of 
repentance and atonement.

Turning ideals into codes of action that 
shape habits of the heart is what Judaism 
and leadership are about. Never lose the 
inspiration of the Prophets, but never 
lose, either, the routines that turn ideals 
into acts and dreams into achieved 
reality. 

AROUND THE SHABBAT TABLE

• How is Jewish Law a container for the 
spiritual and intellectual energy of the 
Jewish people? 

• Are you surprised that Ben Pazzi’s 
principle is viewed as the greatest in 
the Torah, or does it make sense to 
you?

• How can you find inspiration in 
consistent, daily ritual and routine?

Covenant and Conversation 5781 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable 
Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks  
zt"l are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ 
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read 
more on www.rabbisacks.org.
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The Book of Vayikra revolves around 
“Mikdash”, the Temple and Mish-
kan, beginning with the laws of 

Korbanot (offered in the Mikdash), con-
tinuing (in Parashat Shmini) with the laws 
of Tum’ah and Tahara (who may/may 
not enter the Mikdash) and, starting with 
today’s parashiyot, the laws of sanctity and 
holiness (of the Mikdash and the nation).  
In fact, the basic theme of these parshiyot 
is expressed in the closing words of the 
first parasha, the command not to defile 
the land with moral turpitude, a warn-
ing that leads us directly into the opening 
words of next parasha: “kedoshim t’h’yu”, 
“you shall be holy.”  Rashi throughout his 
commentary explains that the root idea of 
“kedusha” is separation.  Hashem demands 
that we be separate, unique, “holier” (no, I 
didn’t say better) than the other nations.  It 
is the same demand He made of us when 
we stood at Har Sinai: “V’atem t’h’yu li 
mamlechet kohanim v’goy kadosh”, to be 
a holy nation, one dedicated to the service 
of G-d. 

Surprisingly, our haftarah from Sfer Amos 
opens with words that seem to express 
precisely the opposite view: “Hahlo 
chiv’nei chushiyim atem li”, “Behold you 
are just like the Cushite nation to me”, 
adding that G-d has taken other nations 
out of foreign lands just as He had done 
for Israel! Given this truth, why did Chazal 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

establish that we read this selection which, 
seemingly, undermines the very theme of 
the parasha?

In actuality, this chosen reading is 
especially pertinent to the theme of 
kedusha, for it expresses a most important 
idea: that the “specialness” of Israel is not 
predicated upon miracles of her past, not 
on her lineage or “yichus”, nor on Hashem’s 
promised miracles for future generations. 
Rather, Israel’s chosenness is based upon 
their ability to retain the status of kedusha, 
a standing which can be achieved and 
kept only through their fealty to G-d and 
His mitzvot.  When Israel shrugs off her 
commitment to Hashem, when she ignores 
her miraculous past and, thereby, denies 
her glorious future, she is no different 
than any other nation.  She is, in fact, worse 
than they are.  Amos expresses this idea so 
powerfully in the third chapter of his book 
when he states: “Rak etchem yada’ti…al 
ken efkod aleichem et kol avonoteichem”, 
It is because G-d revealed Himself to us, 
because we have witnessed His miracles 
over and over again, that He expects 
fidelity and faithfulness from us more than 
He does from other peoples!

No. Kedusha is not a gift bestowed upon us 
that makes us special; it is an obligation we 
are challenged to fulfill in order to retain 
the special relationship we have with the 
Almighty. 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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230 SQM ON TWO FLOORS, 
REGISTERED GARDEN OF 223 
SQM PLUS TWO PARKING SPOTS  
IN AN AUTHENTIC JERUSALEM 
STONE BUILDING

ANOTHER AMAZING PROPERTY 
OF 229 SQM BUILT, ORIGINAL 
GROUND FLOOR WITH HIGH 
CEILINGS, 300 SQM OF 
REGISTERED GARDEN

www.etamorrisrealty.co.il

tel: 0547233863

TWO FANTASTIC GARDEN APARTMENTS 
FOR SALE IN THE HEART OF BAKA

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL ETA: 0547233863
ETAMORRISREALESTATE@gmail.com

LARGE COTTAGE FOR RENT IN 
BAKA
6 BEDROOMS, UNFURNISHED 
FOR LONG TERM RENTAL 
PERIOD, LARGE PRIVATE 
GARDEN. 
AVAILABLE JUNE 15TH.



24     TORAH TIDBITS / ACHAREI MOT - KEDOSHIM 5781

Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Giving the 
Benefit of the 
Doubt

The Torah dictates “B’tzedek tispot 
Amisecha” (you shall judge your 
fellow with righteousness, Vayikra 

19:15). In Pirke Avos, Chazal take it a step 
further by stating that one should grant oth-
ers the benefit of the doubt (“kaf zechus”, 
Avos 1:6).  

Two pessukim later in our parsha we are 
told to rebuke others (hocheach tocheach 
es amisecha). How is one to know when to 
rebuke and when to judge the other favor-
ably? Perhaps the answer is not only with 
respect to when to judge, but with respect 
to how to judge. In both pessukim the term 
“amisecha” is used. The other individual is 
referred to as a comrade.   

It is important to offer rebuke in a loving 
and caring manner out of concern for the 
other. To bring out the best in another 
individual rather than to embarrass or 
humiliate them. We have to first make 
sure we are offering the rebuke to sincerely 
help the other individual improve upon 
themselves. Then I am judging the other 
righteously. It is all in our attitude and per-
ception.  

A story is cited by the Tifferes Shimshon 
that brings this point home. Towards the 
end of WWII when the US army entered 
the concentration and labor camps, Rabbi 
Eliezer Silver served as a Rabbi (chaplain) 
and tried to facilitate organizing minyanim 
and other communal religious activities in 
the liberated camps.  There was one indi-
vidual who profusely refused to participate 
in any religious activity. After Rabbi Silver 
inquired, the individual explained that 
during his time in the concentration camp 
he witnessed a man who was able to hide 
a siddur in the barracks and he would lend 
out the siddur for use by others for half 
an hour in exchange for a piece of bread, 
which was rather scarce. The individual 
explained to Rabbi Silver, that witnessing 
such a wicked act, bartering a prayer book 
for a piece of bread, turned him off totally, 
that he wanted to have nothing to do with 
the group with which such an individual 
associated.  Therefore, he could no longer 
practice Judaism. 

Rabbi Silver startled by the survivor’s 
response replied:  why do you focus on that 
wicked individual who took advantage of 
others by bartering his siddur for bread.  
Why don’t you look at all those righteous 
individuals who were willing to sacrifice 
their meager source of nutrition in order 
to be able to daven?  

B’tzedek tispot Amisecha teaches us to 
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maintain the proper perspective and to 
have a positive outlook – always awarding 
the other the benefit of the doubt! 

Before we judge our friend, neighbor or 
spouse, let’s introspect and ensure that we 
are doing so with the proper motivation 
and in a respectable manner so that it will 
indeed yield positive results. 

Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
SHAAREI CHESEDSHAAREI CHESED Townhouses prices from $3,250,000! 
RECHAVIA RECHAVIA // SHAAREI CHESED SHAAREI CHESED 2 brdms. 76 sqm, 2nd
oor, elevator, large succah balcony, renovate to your taste!
TALBIEH TALBIEH Spacious 3 bedrooms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, 
Shabbat elevator, NIS 2,590,000!!
OLD KATAMONOLD KATAMON 135 sqm duplex, private external 
elevator, succah!
GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY Existing building with permit to
build 250 sqm on a huge lot!
CITY CENTERCITY CENTER 4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies
HOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GANHOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GAN
Cottage 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah, view, parking !
HAR NOFHAR NOF * 127 sqm duplex, private entrance +garden!
building permits, lots of potential!
* Unique Villas for sale, 250- 330 sqm + rental units,

outdoor space, parking, view! Many options!
OUT OF JERUSALEM
YAVNIEL YAVNIEL - Villa + Rental Units! NIS 2,490,000!

RENTALS
OLD KATAMON  OLD KATAMON  Lovely 2 bdrms, un/furnished, 2 balconies
HAR NOFHAR NOF  Shlav A, 3 bdrms, renovated, garden, view, 
machsan, Immediate!!

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
New on the Market - Mini Penthouse in 
Savyoni Arnona - 3.5 rooms, Sukka mirpeset, 
lobby, parking, storage, Amazing views, 
Shabbat elevator. 2.49m nis 
Bustan Baka - 3 rooms, 75m, 2 full bathrooms, 
1 floor up with Shabbat elevator, private 
parking and storage room. Move in shape. 
2.75m nis
For Rent in the German Colony - 4 rooms 
with parking, perfect for young family or  3 
roommates. 5400 NIS
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

A Shared 
Space 

Parashat Kedoshim is unique in that 
it was said in the presence of the 
entire community of Israel. Rashi 

(Vayikra 19;2) explains that since “many 
important aspects of Torah” are found in 
this parashah it was necessary to present 
it “behakhel”, with the entire nation in 
attendance. What makes this parashah so 
unique? What are these ‘important aspects’ 
found here?

One classic approach to understand this 
is that the mitzvot related here are a 
repetition of the Aseret Hadibrot, hence 
this section takes on a special significance.

Rav Reiss in Merosh Tzurim suggests that 
the ‘important aspects’ Rashi is referring 
to is kedushah itself. The call to pursue 
holiness is so fundamental in Judaism 
that it must be articulated before all Am 
Yisrael.  Indeed, before receiving the 
Torah we were told to “become a kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation” (Shemot 19;6). 
To live as a Torah-Jew one must act in a 
manner of holiness; it is the foundation of 
our very existence.  

The command to be holy, explains Rav 
Sheinerman in Ohel Moshe, had to be 

said in a public forum to ensure that each 
person would know that he possesses 
the ability to achieve such sanctity. One 
cannot excuse or absolve himself of this 
obligation based on his social settings or 
peer group. Being created in Hashem’s 
image includes the capacity to reach 
these great heights. Rav Grossbard in 
Daat Shraga adds that this is precisely why 
the parashah emphasizes interpersonal 
mitzvot. The key to kedushah is to live an 
elevated life while involved in the common 
activities of the everyday.  Being careful 
to pay a worker on time, honoring one’s 
parents, leaving a corner of the field to the 
poor, not taking revenge are all examples 
of elevating the mundane to something 
superior.

It is quite easy to get drawn 
into the world of physical 
pleasures for its own sake and 
forget the mandate for which 
we were created 

Kedushah is a lifetime challenge to live for 
the sake of heaven, not simply to satisfy 
our personal desires, notes the Tosher 
Rebbe in Avodat Avodah. Hence, the first 
brachah we give to a chatan and kallah is 
“shehakol bara lechvodo”; we are remind-
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ing them as they begin building their new 
home that it must be set on the foundation 
to increase kevod shamayim in this world. 
Similarly, when one eats, he should focus 
on saying the appropriate brachot with 
kavanah, having divrei Torah at the meal 
and eating for the purpose of serving 
Hashem. It is quite easy to get drawn into 
the world of physical pleasures for its own 
sake and forget the mandate for which we 
were created. Rav Wolbe suggests the fol-
lowing exercise: leave over a bit of food 
on your plate at the end of your meal. 
Stopping before you are full displays the 
ability to control one’s desires, and not be 
controlled by them.

Moreover, the mitzvah of kedushah 
was shared publicly to teach us, says 
Rav Kaufman in Mishchat Shemen, that 
kedushah is not found by separating 
oneself from society. Often, one may 
think that seclusion or meditating on a 
mountain top is the path to living a life 
of holiness.  The Torah emphasizes that 
it is specifically among people, accessing 
the koach of the community, that one can 
achieve a noble and exalted existence. 

Exclusives! 

Great Abu Tor garden townhouse

 

������������
CHOICE JERUSALEM PROPERTIES  

054-499-9043
Eva@EvaAviad.com 
www.aviadrealty.com

Sunny living room opens to large terrace. 
Office off kitchen. Guest bathroom. 
Two spacious bedrooms upstairs with great 
terrace from master. (was 3) Two bathrooms. 
2 car private parking. Over 100 m with office. 
Garden 90 meters.
Private land. Asking 3.5 m NIS.

 
CHESED FUND

Please help those less fortunate, 
desperate for assistance.

Make checks (Israeli only) payable to
"The Chesed Fund"

and send to 
ISRAEL CENTER CHESED FUND

att. Menachem Persoff
POB 37015 Jerusalem 91370

or contact us at 050-570-1067
to make a bank transfer.

Thanks to all who contributed to the 
Kimcha DePiska appeal.
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Dedicated L'Iluy Nishmas HaChaver 
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l 

Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Light!

Rav Yisroel Belsky, zt’l, Rosh Yeshivah 
of Torah VoDaas, was an excep-
tional Torah personality. One of the 

great poskim of the generation, Rav Belsky 
was a gadol with multifaceted expertise: 
he was a shochet, a sofer, a musician, and a 
mohel, and had vast knowledge and inter-
ests raging from physics and chemistry, 
to engineering, astronomy, and botany. 
However, Rav Belsky’s intellectual band-
width, abilities and greatness in Torah was 
matched by his love of life and concern for 
people. 

The Rosh Yeshiva’s parents, Reb Berel 
and Mrs. Chana Belsky, were righteous 
and modest balebatim committed to the 
Yidishkeit of their children. Mrs. Belsky 
was involved in community affairs and 
dedicated time and resources to advancing 
Jewish causes.

Someone once asked the Rav, “What did 
your mother do to merit a son like you?” 
Rav Belsky smiled and replied, “I remem-
ber from the time I was a young child that 

my mother would put me on her lap and 
sing to me, ‘You are my sunshine, my only 
sunshine…’ She made me feel so good, so 
loved. I felt like there was nothing I could 
not accomplish.”

Our sedra is the source of the ‘Golden Rule’:  
מוָֹך כָּ ְלֵרֲעָך   And you shall love your“ ,ְוָאַהְבתָּ 
friend as yourself.” (19:18) Rashi famously 
comments in the name of Rebbi Akiva, זהו 
 This is a great principle of“ ,כלל גדול בתורה
the Torah.”

It is in fact who we are...
It is natural for us to love 
our fellows and show them 
generosity whenever possible

Rebbe Klonymous Kalman Epstein of Kra-
kow, the Maor v’Shemesh, understands the 
notion of “a great principle of the Torah” 
to mean that this mitzvah is the yesod 
kol haTorah kulah, “the foundation of the 
entire Torah”. V’ahavta l’re’acha kamo-
cha is the most omnipresent of mitzvos; 
in every encounter with others we have 
an opportunity to uphold and fulfill it. As 
the philosopher Martin Buber notes, in the 
intimacy of our religious lives, V’ahavta is 

LAG BA'OMER
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so fundamental to our identity and practice 
that all of Yiddishkeit “lives in its light”, and 
is animated by this mitzvah. 

Indeed, the great mashgiach, Rav Shlomo 
Wolbe, zt’l, in Alei Shur (Part 1, p. 190) 
writes: “Every commandment between 
man and his fellow man is based on a sin-
gle premise: bringing light to the lives of 
others.” 

Regarding the mitzvah of V’ahavta, the 
Rambam and others ask, ‘How can we be 
commanded to love, to feel something, to 
have certain emotions?’ The Sefas Emes, 
on Parshas VaEschanan, declares that the 
question is itself the answer: “There is a 
natural reservoir of love of Hashem and 
love of other Jews in every one of us. It is 
in fact who we are.” As simple, sweet, nat-
ural and intuitive it is for a parent to cradle 
their child and swaddle them with encour-
agement and love, so it is natural for us to 
love our fellows and show them generosity 
whenever possible.  

This week, we approach the great day of 
Lag baOmer, the hilulah or celebration of 
the Tanna Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai, when 
Rebbe Shimon revealed the Holy Sefer 
haZohar to his closest disciples before 
leaving the world. The Zohar is much more 
than the primary textbook of Jewish mysti-
cism, the secrets of the Torah, and a sefer of 
inner light and deep wisdom. It is a guide-
book to navigating the world of the soul, 
and it allows us to see that there is a reality 
beyond that which we can sense, measure 
or understand. 

The teachings, pathway and avodah of 
Rebbi Shimon Bar Yochai ‘illuminate’ 

us with love and positivity, enabling us 
to enter lifnai v’lifnim, ‘into the Holy of 
Holies’, the innermost depths of a Jewish 
soul, and to reveal the secret, the highest 
gates of purity. As Rebbi Shimon himself 
teaches, מילתא תליא  בחביבותא   ,For us“ ,אנן 
the matter is dependent on love” (Zohar 
II:128a).

May the light of the holy Tanna Rebbi 
Shimon bar Yochai, the light of v’Ahavta, 
shine bright, illuminating our lives with 
confidence and faith that there is nothing 
we cannot accomplish. 

www.translationsandadvocacyforolimhadashim.com

Huge Magnificent Villa for sale בס"ד
Yerushalayim - Har Nof Built 

350sqm on Half Dunam, three floors, 
10 rooms, private entrances (suitable 

as seperate apartments), centrally 
located, quiet street, amazing 

panoramic view private parkings, 
big Sukkah gardens -

Nis  7,800,000 
 (See our Catalog on whatsapp) 

 AW Real-Estate & Investments  
 (972+) 052-9977704
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MON, APR 26 TUE, APR 27 WED, APR 28 THURS, APR 29 IMPORTANT 
UPDATE 
We encourage those 
who can to join us in-
person for our morning 
classes!

We recently started 
charging for our 
morning classes on 
Zoom. 

To register for a single 
class (Zoom or in-
person), go to www.
ouisrael.org/classes 
To register for a package 
of classes on Zoom, go 
to see www.ouisrael.
org/classpass

IF YOU HAVE ANY 
QUESTIONS OR 
NEED HELP WITH 
REGISTRATION, PLEASE 
CALL *3263 BETWEEN 
8:30-11:30AM

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/
LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON 
YOU TUBE

OU Israel Center Shiurim 

SUN, APR 25

9:15 AM
Mrs. Pearl Borow
will be part of the L’Ayla 
Rosh Chodesh Seminar (see 
below)

10:30 AM
Rabbi Aaron 
Goldscheider 
Rav Soloveitchik on the 
Parsha 

11:45 AM
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Ethics, family and society in 
the writings of Rav Hirsch, 
Rav Kook and Rav 
Soloveitchik 

4:30PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

7:00 PM 
Rabbi Baruch Taub 
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/888974573 
(Zoom only)

9:00 PM
Rabbi Sam Shor 
Penimiut HaTorah- 
Inspiration from the Masters 
of Jewish Thought facebook.
com/OUIsrael

9:00 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak 
Breitowitz 
Minchat  Chinuch 
(Zoom only)

9:15 AM
Mrs. Shira Smiles 
Torah Tapestries 
(L’Ayla)

10:30 AM
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin 
Parshat HaShavua 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

5:00 PM
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz 
Chazal:Insights Into 
Our Times (L’Ayla) 
https://zoom.
us/j/85177782268
(Zoom only)

8:00PM Special Event
Goals and Aspirations as 
reflected in Sefiras Haomer
A special virtual shiur with 
Rabbi Zev Leff
https://zoom.
us/j/82158407855

*L’AYLA CLASSES ARE 
FOR WOMEN ONLY

MISSED A CLASS?
You can watch the 
recording at www.
ouisrael.org/video-library

PLEASE NOTE:
Password for classes 
is: ouisrael

9:00 AM 
Rabbi David Walk 
Tehillim – Divine Poetry

10:15 AM 
Rabbi Aharon Adler The 
Giants Who Shaped Modern 
Orthodoxy

11:30 AM Rabbi Yitzchak 
Breitowitz Mishlei: Wisdom 
for Life (L’Ayla) (Zoom only)

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld 
Men’s Gemara Chabura S,T,TH 
https://zoom.us/j/887981820  
(Zoom only)

4:30 PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 
Men’s Gemara B’Iyun S,M,W,Th 
https://zoom.
us/j/86466998217
(Zoom only)

Register for one-time shiurim (in-person and by Zoom) at www.ouisrael.org/classes
Register for ClassPass package deal for classes by Zoom at www.ouisrael.org/classpass

9:00 AM 
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel 
Halacha and Medina

10:15 AM 
Rabbi Anthony Manning 
Contemporary Issues in Halacha 
and Hashkafa

11:30 AM 
Rabbi Alan Kimche 
Great Jewish Thinkers

4:30PM  
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

7:00 PM  
Rabbi Baruch Taub 
Halacha (Zoom only)

8:30 PM 
Rabbi Ezra Friedman 
Practical Kashrut 
(Zoom only)

8:30 PM 
Rav Meir Goldwicht (Hebrew) 
https:// zoom.us/j/2244321902
Parshat Hashavua Passcode: 18

9:00 AM
Rabbi Ian Pear
Meaning in Mitzvot

10:15 AM
Rabbi Baruch Taub
Parshat HaShavua

11:30 AM
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Unlocking the Messages 
of Chazal 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey 
Bienenfeld

4:30PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

8:00 PM
Rabbi Ari Kahn
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/2624570009
(Zoom only)
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SUNDAY, APRIL 25,  8:00PM

OU Israel Proudly Presents:

“Goals & Aspirations as reflected 
in Sefiras Haomer”

OU ISRAEL CENTER     l   WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG      l   02-560-9100

A special virtual shiur with Rabbi Zev Leff shlita
There is no fee for this Special Shiur....

https://zoom.us/j/82158407855
password: ouisrael
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22 KEREN HAYESOD ST., YERUSHALAYIM   l   REGISTER ONLINE AT: WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG/EVENTS/SIVAN-SEMINAR/

Women Reaching Higher

Tuesday, May 11, Iyar 29, 9:00AM - 1:00PM

SAVE THE DATE

In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a”h 
מרת חיה סאשא בת ר’ יוסף הלל

ROSH CHODESH SIVAN WOMEN’S LEARNING SEMINAR

For detailed schedule of speakers and to register:  
www.ouisrael.org/sivan2021 

w Limited Seating - Pre-registration mandatory!
w On- site participation in accordance with official government Tav Yarok protocols

w Masks and Social distancing required

Cost: 40nis

Free of 
Charge!

OU ISRAEL CENTER     l     WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

Calling all dating, engaged & newly marrieds (up to 2 yrs)
A Zoom Seminar Featuring:
 w  Rabbi Reuven and Rabbanit Shani Taragin with Insights on why 

Marriage Education is so critical for todays’ new couples
w  Live Model transformative I-PREP Marriage Education workshop 

presented by veteran facilitator Susan Barth

Pre-Registration required at www.ouisrael.org/events/marriage

TUESDAY, MAY 4TH, 8:00-9:30PM 

OU Israel & Together in Happiness present:

Make a Date to Create 
a Marriage that Lasts



36     TORAH TIDBITS / ACHAREI MOT - KEDOSHIM 5781

Geulas Yisrael: 
A Fortress and a 
Sunrise 

We expect redemption to be 
immediate and rapid but it is 
often gradual and plodding. 

Since redemption is a staged process it 
can include pauses and even temporary 
reversals. Just because redemption halts, 
doesn’t mean that the overall process has 
terminated.

There are two very different metaphors 
which depict the gradual nature of 
redemption. Twice, Dovid Hamelech com-
pares redemption to a tower or a fortress. 
He employed the terms migdol (Shmuel 
II 22:51) and magdil (Tehillim 18:51) to 
describe the “construction” of geulah. 
Alternatively, our Chazal viewed a sunrise 
as a metaphor for Jewish redemption. Two 
sages were visiting Lake Kinneret viewing 
an early morning sunrise. They compared 
the resplendent sunrise to the redemption 
of the Jewish people: “It starts haltingly but 
gains force as it progresses- kimm’a kimm’a 
(little by little)” (Yerushalmi Yoma 3:2). 

These two metaphors portray very differ-
ent features of redemption. Redemption is 
a Divine event which revamps the world 
independent of human participation. The 

RABBI MOSHE
TARAGIN Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

sunrise metaphor stresses that the process 
can repair our fallen and dark world inde-
pendent of human interaction. However, 
ideally, Hashem wants human beings to 
initiate their own redemption. He desires 
that the perfection of history be a product 
of human effort complemented by Divine 
revelation. The fortress metaphor evokes 
this ideal scenario- that humanity will con-
struct a perfect world – brick by brick. The 
fortress image depicts the ideal pattern of 
a redemption authored by human effort. 
Sometimes though, human effort won’t 
fully succeed. We try to redeem our world 
as best we can through human convention 
but when we fall short Hashem intervenes 
and redeems our broken world for us. The 
sun also rises upon the human fortress.

A second difference between a sunrise and a 
fortress concerns the various realms which 
are impacted by redemption. Redemption 
isn’t a narrowly Jewish experience. Though 
we spearhead the process, redemption 
revolutionizes all of human society. Final 
redemption ushers in a utopian world of 
common welfare and universal prosperity. 
This sweeping influence upon the totality 
of humanity is evoked by the image of a for-
tress symbolizing a well-constructed and 
well-designed city. However, redemption 
doesn’t only benefit humans and doesn’t 
only alter human history. Man lives in sym-
biosis with Nature and the crimes of men 
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affect the purity and functionality of the 
natural world. When Jews are redeemed, 
Nature herself is restored and the world 
reverts to its original Divine splendor. Two 
parallel prophecies (one in Yechezkel and 
one in Zecharya) speak of a stream of heal-
ing water emanating from the Mikdash and 
fertilizing the barren regions of Israel. The 
sunrise symbolizes larger planetary conse-
quences of redemption. 

A sunrise also underscores the inevitability 
of redemption. Living “in history” means 
occupying a world 
which has a defi-
nite beginning and 
a clear conclusion. 
Redemption isn’t an 
“option” for histori-
cal resolution, rather 
it is a preordained 
terminus which Man 
can merit or achieve. 
Redemption is the 
destiny of history. We 
know exactly “how” 
history will end and 
exactly “where” it will 
end. The only items 
unclear are “when” it 
will end and “whose 
shoulders’’ will carry 
history toward its 
conclusion. The sun-
rise captures the 
inexorableness of his-
torical redemption: 
just as the sun is irre-
pressible, similarly, 
Jewish redemption is 

programmed into the fabric of history and 
will occur unconditionally. 

Redemption promises many benefits: uni-
versal peace, a healed world, the abolition 
of poverty and injustice, and expanded 
intellectual potential- among other achieve-
ments. All these worldwide features are 
centered upon a specific structure located 
in the city of G-d. All the Messianic prom-
ises will emanate from the “fortress” atop 
the hill- the rebuilt Beit Hamikdash. We are 
all walking to the fortress. 
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

This coming Monday we commem-
orate Pesach Sheni, literally the 
second Pesach. In Parshat Beha’alot-

cha, we are instructed regarding this 
second opportunity for those who were 
unable to offer the Korban Pesach at its 
proper time to be able to participate and 
fulfill this mitzva.

Since there were some men who were 
unclean, having come in contact with a 
corpse and could not offer the Korban 
Pesach on that day. Appearing that same day 
before Moshe and Ahron,  those men said to 
them, “Unclean though we are by reason of 
a corpse, why must we  be prevented from 
presenting Hashem with an offering at its 
set time with the rest of the Jewish People?”  
Moshe  said to them, “Imdu- Stand by, and 
let me hear what instructions  Hashem gives 
for you.”   Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying:  
Speak to the Jewish people, and say: When 
any of you or of your posterity who are 
defiled by a corpse or are on a long journey 
would offer the Korban Pesach to Hashem,  
they shall offer it in the second month, on 

the fourteenth day of the month, at twilight. 
They shall eat it with unleavened bread and 
bitter herbs,  and they shall not leave any of 
it over until morning. They shall not break a 
bone of it. They shall offer it in strict accord 
with the law of the Korban Pesach...”

Teshuva, the opportunity 
for growth and change, 
the opportunity to move 
forward... is a great gift from 
Hashem!

The Chidushei HaRim,  the first Gerer Rebbe 
zy’a, explains that the word Imdu does not 
mean  to stand by and wait,rather it means 
Imdu  stand up, even though you may have 
been unable to perform the mitzva initially, 
don’t fall into despair. Imdu- stand up- 
Hashem  gives us the opportunity for a 
second chance!

So too in our days, in the absence of the 

PESACH SHENI

Preparation of Individual Tax Returns
Including PFIC calculations, FBAR's, Streamlined Amnesty Program, Federal 

Transfer Certificate Applications

Sabina Frimer C.P.A (USA & Israel) 
Cell: 054-747-8688 • Fax: 09-741-2695 • Sabinaf.cpa@gmail.com
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Korban Pesach, there is an eternal message 
of chizuk, inherent in these verses, and 
represented by this sacred day of Pesach 
Sheni. Imdu-  Stand up! Each of us can 
stand upright once again before HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu through teshuva and tefila.  It is 
never too late! 

This important idea is similarly reflected 
and developed even further in a 
powerful teaching from Rebbe Naftali 
Tzvi of Ropschitz,zy’a. The Ropschitzer 
taught that a person might think that 
as a result of their many mistakes or 
flaws, that there is no hope for them, 
that it is impossible for them to turn 
their lives around, to improve their 
circumstances. Giving up, selling oneself 
short, explains the Ropschitzer, is not only 
counterproductive, but is also an act of 
great heresy! Teshuva, the opportunity 
for growth and change, the opportunity 
to move forward, and leave our mistakes 
or missed opportunities in the past, is a 
great gift from Hashem! One who feels 
that they are not capable of teshuva, 
explains the Rebbe, is not simply selling 
himself short, but rather denying the 
endless kindness, compassion and love 
that the Ribono Shel Olam  has for each 
and every member of Klal Yisrael.

The message of Pesach Sheni, is precisely 
this idea, to leave behind those past 
mistakes or missed opportunities, and 
move forward and embrace the potential 
for growth and success, to embrace the gift 
of teshuva, to tap into our innate strength 
that Hashem has endowed each of us with, 
and in so doing transform ourselves and 
the entire world. 

Old Katamon: Charming 4-room apartment, 
architecturally renovated, Sukkah balcony, green open 
view, 3,090,000 NIS
Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 101sqm, renovated, 
master bedroom, Safe room, sukkah balcony, view, 
elevator, 3,400,000NIS
Kiryat Shmuel: 4-room apartment, 95sqm, sukkah 
balcony, rare panoramic view, Shabbat elevator, private 
parking, 3,290,000NIS
Rechavia: 5-room apartment, 130sqm, balconies, 
4 exposures, elevator, small and quiet building 
4,950,000NIS
Nayot: very spacious 5-room garden apartment, 
139sqm, 100sqm garden, sunny, private entrance, 
storage and parking, 5,900,000NIS
Rasko: various new apartments 2/3/4/5 rooms in new 
Tama 38 project, high specifications, parking, elevator
Givat Mordechai: 3&4-room apartments, 
renovated, bright, elevator, parking, warehouse 
1,690,000/2,250,000NIS 
Ir Ganim: 4-room apartment, bright, building permit 
for TMA 38/1 project, security room, balcony, elevator.  
1,450,000million NIS, Excellent deal

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

Meir
Golan

www.golan-realestate.net
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Chametz Owned on 
Pesach (continued)

The prohibition of chametz on 
Pesach has many stringencies. For 
example, chametz which is found 

in a mixture is included in the prohibition 
of owning chametz on Pesach (see Mishna 
Berura 442:1). When our Sages instituted 
the decree of chametz she’avar alav haPe-
sach (chametz owned by a Jew during 
Pesach, which is also forbidden after 
Pesach), it was based on the biblical pro-
hibition of owning chametz on Pesach. In 
other words, any chametz that is prohib-
ited to own on Pesach would be included 
in the decree of chametz she’avar alav 
haPesach.

Mixtures

Any mixture that contains actual chametz 
that is greater than 1/60 of the product 
is subject to the biblical prohibition of 
bal yera’eh and bal yimatzei (Jewish 
ownership on Pesach) and to the decree 
of chametz she’avar alav haPesach. Even if 
the chametz is less than 1/60 of the mixture, 
if the chametz is an essential ingredient 

in the product, the product is forbidden 
after Pesach. One common application is 
when the chametz is a davar hama’amid 
(a component that is essential to hold the 
food or texture together). Another example 
is strong flavor. Any chametz additive that 
gives the dominant flavor is included in the 
decree of chametz after Pesach, even if it is 
less than 1/60 of the mixture. Many modern 
products have mixtures of chametz and 
are included in the prohibition of chametz 
after Pesach. This can include soup mixes, 
sauces, syrups and much more. If such 
a product was accidently purchased on 
Pesach or was not included in one’s sale 
of chametz, it must be thrown away. Since 
the prohibition of chametz she’avar alav 
haPesach includes both consumption and 
benefit, one may not give such food as a gift 
or feed it to one’s animals. As previously 
mentioned, this applies to all Jews and not 
just to the original owner.

Chametz nukshe

Chametz nukshe refers to chametz 
that had something wrong with its 
fermentation; either it did not become 
completely fermented, or it was not fully 
fit for human consumption (only barely 
edible). According to the Magen Avraham 
(OC 447:46), pure chametz nukshe is not 
included in the prohibition of chametz 
she’avar alav hapesach. While many 
authorities including the Mishna Berura 

OU KASHRUT
PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

(447:107) do not accept this ruling, chametz 
nukshe in a mixture is a much easier case. 
Such a mixture is permitted after Pesach 
as long as the chametz nukshe is not more 
than fifty percent of the total (Pri Megadim 
442 EA:2).

Cosmetics and medicines

Certain cosmetics may contain chametz 
such as wheat alcohol. However, since 
the chametz in them is almost certainly 
chametz nukshe and is in a mixture, one 
may be lenient and use them after Pesach. 
Regarding medicines, there is a difference 
between edible medication and non-
edible tablets that are swallowed. Edible 
chametz medication which has flavor is 
included in the decree of chametz she’avar 
alav haPesach. However, one should 
consult with a pharmacist to determine if 
there is actual chametz in the medication. 
Non-edible tablets that are swallowed do 
not normally contain chametz. In a case 
where chametz is in the formula (such as 
specific vitamins, homeopathic pills and 
certain prescription drugs), one may be 
lenient and use these pills after Pesach. 
The reason for this leniency is due to the 
fact that any chametz found in non-edible 
medication is certainly chametz nukshe, 
and because it is found in a mixture 
(Nitei Gavriel 60:10). In addition, since 
the medication is swallowed and not 
consumed like regular food, in halachic 

terminology it is considered for benefit 
rather than for consumption, in which 
case many poskim are lenient (see Emunat 
Itecha 47). The OU Israel hotline has 
resources to answer questions regarding 
the kashrut of medications.

Utensils

In a case where a utensil was used for 
chametz on Pesach, the utensil itself is not 
included in the decree of chametz she’avar 
alav haPesach and is permitted after the 
chag without kashering. The Shulchan 
Aruch HaRav (OC 447) explains that since 
chametz which was absorbed in utensils is 
not included in the biblical prohibition of 
owning chametz on Pesach, our Sages did 
not extend the decree to include utensils 
after Pesach, even if someone purposely 
cooked chametz on the chag. Similarly, 
non-chametz food cooked in chametz 
utensils before Pesach, such as soup 
(which could theoretically be kosher for 
Pesach), is permissible for consumption 
after Pesach, since flavor from a pot is not 
included in the decree of chametz she’avar 
alav haPesach (Pri Megadim 442 EA:9, 
Mishna Berura 442:1). 
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 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432

OU ISRAEL CENTER      l     22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM     l     02-560-9100      l    WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

WELCOME 

BACK!
It’s been great to see so many familiar faces back 

at the OU Israel Center for our on-site shiurim. 
We encourage all who can to join us for our 

weekly morning classes! 
*Following all Tav Yarok protocols - 

Green passport required
*Mandatory pre-registration at 

www.ouisrael.org/classes

In summary:

• Mixtures containing chametz are 
included in the decree of chametz after 
Pesach which was owned on Pesach, 
both for consumption and benefit. 
Such food is forbidden to all Jews. One 
may not feed it to one’s animals or use 
it for gifts.

• The decree applies where chametz is 
greater than 1/60 of the mixture. In a 
case where the chametz is an essential 
ingredient, any amount is prohibited.

• Chametz nukshe on its own is included 
in the decree, but if it is less than 50% of 
a mixture, there is room to be lenient.

• Cosmetics containing chametz are 
permitted after Pesach, even if they 
were owned on Pesach.

• Flavored medicines that are edible, 
such as syrups and chewable tablets, 
might be included in the decree. (The 
OU hotline can be contacted for clari-
fication)

• Non-edible medicine (e.g. pills that are 
swallowed) that contains chametz may 
be used after Pesach.

• Utensils that had chametz cooked in 
them on Pesach are permitted after 
Pesach without kashering.

• Food (that does not contain chametz) 
that was cooked in chametz utensils be-
fore Pesach is permitted after Pesach. 
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RABBI EPHRAIM
SPRECHER Faculty, OU Israel Center

No Talking in 
Shul!

“My Shabbatot you shall observe, 
and My Sanctuary you shall revere.” 
(Vayikra 19:30). Rashi comments that 

giving the proper respect to the sanctuary 
(Beit Hamikdash) is expressed by not 
entering with ones walking stick, or while 
wearing shoes or a money belt or with 
dust on ones feet. Today we have no Beit 
Hamikdash, but the Gemara in Megillah 
29 teaches that our shuls are מעט  מקדשי 
which means mini sanctuaries and must be 
treated with great respect and reverence.

Tractate Derech Eretz Raba chapter 3, one 
of the 14 so called “minor tractates”, records 
an incident at the end of the life of R. Elezar 
ben Azariah when he was seriously ill, his 
students came to him and asked him “How 
can we be worthy of life in the World to 
Come?” He answered them “Go out and be 
careful with the honor due to your friends, 
and when you are standing in prayer, know 
before Whom you are standing. This will 
earn you life in the World to Come.”

Chavos Yair wonders why R. Elezar ben 
Azariah prefaces his advice with the 
words “Go out”. It seems out of place and 
irrelevant to the advice he offers.

He explains that R. Elezar ben Azariah’s 
comment for addressing the great diffi-
culty some people have avoiding talking 
during davening. This occurs mainly on 
Shabbat when friends see each other and 
have time to catch up on news of family, 
community or business. This is especially 
true now that many of us are back in shul, 
after a year, and some of us feel that we 
have to catch up with our friends, so we 
must be conscious of this.

Unfortunately this talking often takes 
place during davening or Kriat HaToah 
and leads to a desecration of Hashem’s 
sanctuary. At times a person feels that it 
is impolite not to respond to a question or 
comment from ones shul friend and feels 
compelled to talk, even if it is in the middle 
of davening in shul.

In this light, we can understand the mes-
sage of R. Elezar ben Azariah. If you want 
to be careful in the honor due your friends, 
then GO OUT of Shul and talk there. When 
you are davening in shul, be aware before 
Whom you are praying. This will earn you 
life in the World to Come!

If only people would take to heart the 
words of the Chavos Yair and thereby 
bring about a marked improvement in 
the decorum in our shuls, they would then 
merit the great benefits that come from 
sincere prayer. 
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Kedusha  
Is A Human 
Endeavor

Hermann Cohen, a 19th century 
philosopher whose viewpoints 
influenced Rabbi Joseph B. Solove-

itchik’s zt”l thought1, comments on the 
opening verse in parshat Kedoshim. He 
draws a distinction between its two clauses:

“You shall be holy, / for holy am I, Hashem, 
your God (19:2)

Concerning God, holiness is inherent or 
intrinsic  - ‘I am holy.’ However, regarding 
man - ‘you shall be holy’ should be under-
stood to mean that you are to become holy. 
Holiness for man is a task, it is an attain-
ment. (Hermann Cohen, Religion of Reason: 
Out Of The Sources of Judaism, p.96).

In this same vein Rabbi Soloveitchik said, 
“Holiness is created by man, by flesh and 
blood” (Halachic Man, p.47). Kedusha is 
actualized by man. Man’s greatness is that 
he can invest an object, a place, and even 
time with sanctity.  

A conspicuous example where there 

1   Rabbi Soloveitchik studied in the 
University of Berlin, writing his doctorate 
on the philosophy of Hermann Cohen.

appears to be inherent kedusha is kedu-
shat Shabbat. Certain sources claim that in 
this case kedusha is not dependent on man. 
The Talmud describes  Shabbat holiness as 
keviah ve’kayama (Pesachim 117b) -  that its 
sanctity has been ‘set and established’ from 
the very beginning of creation. 

Seemingly, the holiness of Shabbat should 
present a serious challenge to the Rav’s 
theory. However, the Rav held fast to his 
argument that the key component in all 
holiness is man’s participation. He offers 
the following three authentications to the 
idea that man plays the essential role in 
establishing the holiness of Shabbat: 

Firstly, consider the way Shabbat is 
described in Vayikra 23:2-3. The Torah 
includes the Shabbat with the festivals: 
“...these are my appointed festivals. For 
six days labor may be done, and the sev-
enth day is a day of complete rest.” It 
appears that in addition to the sanctity 
of Shabbat that was ordained at the end 
of creation, Shabbat is listed first among 
the festivals that the Jewish people are 
to sanctify. (OU Jewish action, Kiddush- 
Positve Testimony)

Rabbi Soloveitchik in “Shi’urim Lezekher 
Abba Mori,” posits that the kiddush that 
we recite on Friday night adds holiness 
to the preexisting holiness of Shabbat. 
Thus, even Shabbat has a layer of human 
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sanctification. One of Rabbi Soloveitchik’s 
main proofs for this is the talmudic pas-
sage which discusses why it is preferable 
to recite kiddush as early as possible on 
Friday night, but there is no similar prefer-
ence regarding the havdala that is recited 
on Saturday night:

There is a difference between ushering the 
day in and ushering it out. Ushering it in, 
the earlier we do so the better, as it shows 
that we cherish it. Ushering it out, we delay 
it, so that it should not appear as a burden 
upon us. (Pesachim 105b)

The Gemara asserts that on Friday night 
it is preferable to recite kiddush early, so 
as to usher in the holy day of Shabbat as 
early as possible. Rabbi Soloveitchik asks: 
If kiddush is merely a recitation of words 
of praise, why then is it preferable to recite 
it early? This passage proves that on a cer-
tain level, kiddush bestows holiness upon 
the day, its sanctity being incomplete until 
kiddush is recited (Chaim Navon, Holiness, 
Etzion.org).

Based on the above sources, Rabbi Soloveit-
chik suggested that the kiddush on Shabbat 
is more than just a recitation of the praise 
and acknowledgement of the sanctity of 
Shabbat. Rather, kiddush is actually man’s 
participation with God in the sanctification 
process. 

How does man sanctify that which is 
already holy? The answer is that perhaps 
the holiness of Shabbat has two aspects: 
the prohibition against work and a sanc-
tity akin to that of the festivals. That 
labor is forbidden on the seventh day is 
ordained by God alone, regardless of any-

thing done or said by man; this aspect of 
Shabbat holiness is endowed exclusively 
by God. However man is called upon to 
invest the day with an additional festive 
character of ‘moed.’ In this respect Shab-
bat resembles the other festivals, which 
are totally dependent on Israel’s sanctifi-
cation. (Ibid.)

The Rav’s third proof regarding man’s role 
in sanctifying the Shabbat is the notion 
of Tosefet Shabbat - “that we add from the 
profane onto the holy” (Rosh Hashana 9a). 
How is it that we can add additional hours 
to the holiness Shabbat? Is it not the twenty 
four hour span of time predetermined by 
the Torah? Apparently the answer is that 
kedusha, even the kedusha embedded in 
Shabbat, is determined by the Jew. Through 
a Jew’s intent and his engagement, the day 
is infused with holiness.  
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In the Merit 
of the People

Our Parsha begins by recording 
that after the death of Aharon’s 
two sons, Hashem tells Moshe to 

caution his brother not to enter the Holy 
Sanctuary (Kodesh Kodoshim) at any time 
but Yom Kippur when he will atone for the 
people’s sins. 

The reference to Nadav and Avihu’s demise 
implies that Aharon should not repeat the 
same mistake as his sons, not just by acting 
in error but also by refraining from behav-
ing inappropriately. For although the reason 
given here for the son’s loss of life is that they 
“approached before Hashem,” several tradi-
tional Torah commentators added that they 
died, inter alia, on account of not honoring 
Moshe and abstaining from having children 
(cf. Netivot Shalom, Acharei).

What is the connection between these 
observations, the Yom Kippur service, 
and the sons’ downfall? During the Yom 
Kippur service, the Kohen Gadol would 
tremulously enter the Kodesh Kodoshim 
to ask for the people’s penitence. Notably, 
during that fearful time, the Kohanim and 
the people gathered outside in the Temple 
court, the Azara. They were participating in 

Aharon’s mission, as it were, by prostrating 
themselves and praying. The term Azara 
hints that they were there to help, to assist 
Aharon in his fateful quest.

The people, then, are an integral part of the 
forgiving process, for Aharon was indeed 
appointed “from among the people” (Shemot 
28:1). The Netivot Shalom indicates that 
only in their merit and with their support 
could Aharon successfully complete the 
Avodah service on Yom Kippur. It was as if 
Aharon and the people were as one during 
that auspicious day.

However, Nadav and Avihu were 
far removed from the people, even 
from Moshe, their teacher. In today’s 
terminology, we would say they were on 
a different planet. They were indeed very 
holy, but their abstinence and disdain for 
Moshe demonstrated their distance from 
Klal Yisrael. Their fire was foreign (cf. 
Shemot 10:1) not only because it was not 
requested but also because it was totally 
removed from the interests of the people 
as a whole. 

Shabbat Shalom!

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

DIVREI MENACHEM
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Learn Technology Basics

at Touro College

in Jerusalem!

** These are non-academic, non-credit bearing, continuing education courses,
which do not lead to the grant of any academic degree.

Do you want to learn the basics of technology?

As part of its Continuing Education Program, Touro College

in Israel is offering a course for those who wish to acquire

and “polish up” basic technology skills.

The course will cover: Zoom usage, WhatsApp usage,

Facebook posting, Word basics, printer basics and more.

Separate men’s and women’s classes

World-class instructors

Women’s classes: Tuesday afternoons from 2:00pm to 4:30pm

Men’s classes: Tuesday evenings from 6:00pm to 8:30pm

Cost: 1200 NIS

For more information and to register contact Elisheva Stadler:

Email: elisheva.stadler@touro.edu    Phone:  02-651-0090 ext. 2

*Classes are offered at our campus

at Beit Hadfus 11, Givat Shaul in Jerusalem

Lobby 4, floor -2

The class will run once a week for 10 sessions, beginning in May:

Seven (7) classes are in-person at our facility in Givat Shaul;

the last three (3) classes will be on Zoom

from the comfort of your home.
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Accidentally 
Paying Back 
Early
Question: Recently, the Citigroup “bank” 
mistakenly paid some $900 mil. to 
Revlon’s creditors before the loans were 
due. A few big creditors refused to return 
the money. A court ruled that since the 
creditors took the money (they were 
owed) in good faith, they need not return 
it. Citigroup cannot demand the money 
from Revlon and will be paid by Revlon 
when the loans are due. Would the hala-
chic ruling be the same?

Answer: We saw a bit of further informa-
tion in financial newspapers but cannot 
promise to have captured all the details and 
legal nuances. Our presentation of the view 
of Halacha is thus quite general.

This decision relates to two questions – 1. 
Should the mistake be reversed (Citigroup 
vs. creditors)? 2. Must the bank take respon-
sibility for its mistake and how (Citigroup 
vs. Revlon)?

The creditors received the money, appar-
ently without wrongdoing on their part. On 
the other hand, if one innocently accepts 
a present intended for another person 

delivered by a courier, he must return it if 
it is demonstrated that the transaction was 
a mistake. This is a broad rule regarding 
misinformed transactions/commitments 
(see Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat 
25:5). It is not that simple to apply that rule 
here because it is not objectively a full mis-
take, as the creditors received money due 
to them, even if it was envisioned to have 
been given under different circumstances, 
so perhaps the creditors can act on them 
once they are in their hands. 

Thus, before a loan is due, 
payment has no place in the 
lender’s hands unless the 
borrower intends to pay him

The following cases are good precedents. 
Reuven owes Shimon for two loans and 
pays him partially. The Shulchan Aruch 
(CM 58:4) rules that Shimon can determine 
which loan the money goes for (which is 
significant if one of the loans has strong 
guarantees). Furthermore, even if Reuven 
said he was giving the money for one 
loan and Shimon was silent, Shimon can 
say later that he received it for the other 
loan (ibid.). Even if Reuven gave money to 
Shimon to deliver it to Levi for Levi’s loan, 
Shimon can keep the money for his own 
loan (ibid. 5). So we might conclude that 
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The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

Revlon’s creditors are “in the driver’s seat” 
once they have control of money owed, 
and Revlon/Citigroup’s intention is incon-
sequential.

However, this is not so because the cred-
itors do not yet have the right to demand 
the money. The K’tzot Hachoshen (83:1) 
and Netivot Hamishpat (Chiddushim 83:1) 
say that in the case of two loans, where 
only one is due, the lender must take the 
payment for the one that is due. Likewise, 
the deliverer of payment cannot claim the 
money for his own not-yet-due loan (Pitchei 
Choshen, Halva’ah 6:(16)). Likewise, the 
Tumim (67:16) rules that seizure of assets 
for a loan, which often gives the lender 
extra rights, applies only when the loan is 
due. Thus, before a loan is due, payment 
has no place in the lender’s hands unless 
the borrower intends to pay him. (A possi-
ble exception is if there is specific reason 
for concern that the borrower will lack 
funds to pay when the due date comes – 
see Shulchan Aruch, CM 105:4 and Sha’ar 
Mishpat ad loc. 4.) Therefore, it is likely that 
Halacha disagrees with the court ruling, 
and that the mistake should be remedied 
by return of the money. (If the confusion 
damages the creditors, compensation may 
be appropriate.)

Regarding affairs between Citigroup and 
Revlon, when an agent makes a clear 
mistake to the detriment of the one he 

represents, he must compensate him 
for the loss (Shulchan Aruch, CM 185:1). 
Sometimes, the lack of the agent’s authority 
causes a situation whereby a transaction 
with a third party does not stand, and 
sometimes it stands and the agent must 
compensate (ibid. 182:2). One could argue 
that it would be more appropriate for 
payment to be taken from Revlon and 
that Citigroup should pay the damage this 
causes. However, (halachic/financial anal-
ysis is beyond our present scope), Citigroup 
gave their own money, and while normally 
they could charge Revlon, there is no reason 
for Revlon to agree. Therefore, according to 
the court’s ruling regarding the creditors, 
we agree that Citigroup needs to wait until 
it is time for Revlon to pay. 

Eretz Hemdah has begun a participatory 
Zoom class - "Behind the Scenes with the 
Vebbe Rebbe" - an analytical look at the 
sources, methodology, and considerations 
behind our rulings, with Rav Daniel Mann. 
Contact info@eretzhemdah.org to join.
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

The Frozen Embryo

Molly Gibson is a phenomenon, 
she is also less than one year old. 
She was born a few months ago 

to a couple from Tennessee and joined her 
sister, Emma, who is now a delighted four-
year-old big sister. What makes this story 
unusual is that Molly was frozen for 27 
years. That makes her about the same age 
as her mother, Tina Gibson.

Molly was born from an embryo that was 
frozen 27 years ago, and recently “adopted” 
by Tina and her husband, Ben. The Gibsons 
had struggled with fertility challenges until 
they used a frozen embryo and Emma was 
born. Another embryo from the same batch 
was used to achieve their latest pregnancy, 
and Molly was born. Molly and Emma are 
genetic siblings as well as being born to the 
same biological mother.

This is the longest time on record that an 

embryo has been frozen and thawed which 
resulted in a successful pregnancy and a 
healthy birth.

It seems that such records exist in order 
to be broken, and every so often a case is 
reported in which embryos have been fro-
zen longer and longer. We can almost claim 
that frozen embryos have no “shelf life” 
and will exist indefinitely in liquid nitrogen 
until they are used.

This means that embryos cryopreserved 
today may only be used decades in the 
future. The genetic parents may be 
deceased before the embryos are used. The 
birth mother may eventually be “younger” 
than her children, having been born after 
the embryos were frozen.

We do not foresee any medical problem 
with such treatment, nor do there appear 
to be ethical concerns. It remains an 
interesting case that may point to a new 
trend.
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There are, though, halachic concerns, not 
necessarily with the length of time that the 
embryos have been frozen, rather with 
embryo adoption itself.

Some groups and clinics promote embryo 
adoption as a preferred option for couples 
who require an egg donation. The advan-
tage is that generally egg donation is a very 
expensive and complex procedure. A donor 
needs to be located who looks similar to the 
recipient. She needs counseling to ensure 
that she is aware of the procedure and is 
fully willing to undergo the procedure. She 
must receive hormonal injections, be mon-
itored, tested, the eggs must be retrieved. 
This process takes time and is expensive. 
There is also no guarantee that enough via-
ble eggs will be produced.

Embryo adoption seems to be a much eas-
ier and more productive way of achieving 
viable embryos. More on this next week. 

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem 
and helps couples from all over the world 
who are experiencing fertility problems. 
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los 
Angeles & Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050  
(US) 718-336-0603 www.puahonline.org
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

�������� - 110m, duplex, 8 stairs to get into building, 
elevator to 1st  floor, 3 bedrooms & 2 bathrooms on 
bottom floor, kitchen, living room, dining room, library 
and guest toilet on main floor, 20m Sukka terrace, Asking 
price 4.9 M Shekels
�����������������������
�	������� 1st floor, Arab house, 
4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of renovation, 
Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest bathroom, 
central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, asking 
2,550,000 dollars
����������������������� – 4 rooms,1st floor, elevator, parking, 
110m, asking 10,500nis
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Preparing The 
Garden For 
Shemitah, #1:

From now on, we will learn Hilchot 
Shemitah regularly.

The main Shemitah-related issues 
we will focus on, in the coming year:

Preparing private gardens for Shemitah, 
growing at home and the use of detached 
platforms (matza minutak), eating plants 
that are grown in the garden according to 
Halacha, consumerism during Shemitah 
– what fruits and vegetables should we 
buy this year?, also: How does an Otzar 
beit Din work? -- and additional Shemitah-
related issues.

Melachot D’oreita in Shemitah

The Torah expressly forbids four melachot 
during Shemitah (Vayikra 25: 4-5): 
“You shall not sow your field or prune 
your vineyard. You shall not reap the 
aftergrowth of your harvest or gather the 
grapes of your untrimmed vines.”

In Shemot 34:21 the Torah says, “You shall 
cease from labor even at plowing time 
and harvest time.” Some of the Tannaim 

TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

believe that this is a reference to Shemitah.

All types of sowing (zeri’ah), planting trees 
(netiah), and planting plants (shtila) are 
forbidden: trees, vegetables, and flowers. 
Even watering plants immediately after 
they have been planted, in order to cause 
them to sprout – is forbidden (as part of 
the din of planting).

Pruning or trimming (zemirah) is the 
action of shortening the branches of 
grapevines, to allow new fruit branches 
to emerge. Most opinions hold that 
pruning is d’oreita for all trees, not only 
the grapevine.

Harvesting (ketzirah and betzirah) are 
permitted for individuals and families, 
but are forbidden for commercial 
purposes.

Plowing (charishah) is the work of 
improving or reclaiming the soil.

It is forbidden to carry out these melachot 
on Jewish land in Eretz Yisrael. Even a 
non-Jew cannot perform them for a Jew; 
for example, the non-Jewish gardener 
cannot perform the melachot for the Jew.  
Some of the farmers sell their fields to 
the non-Jew; we call this “heter mechira” 
and will be discussed more thoroughly 
in the future. In any event, there is no 
justification for selling private gardens to 
non-Jews. Therefore, these five melachot 
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are always forbidden in our gardens, 
even if we live in an apartment building. 
We are also not permitted to perform the 
melacha through “grama” (indirectly).

Currently, we have no Beit Mikdash; 
thus today the mitzvot of Shemitah are 
d’rabbanan.

What about other melachot that are not 
expressly mentioned in the Torah? More 
about that next week.

Do you have a practical, real-life question 
regarding Shemitah? E-mails may be sent 
to: h.moshe@toraland.org.il

We are now in the last stages of 
proofreading our book in English on 
Hilchot Shemitah. Of course, we’ll let you 
know when it’s ready! 
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 

Continued next week... 02-625-2555 firstisrael.com

Special rates up to 75% LTV: 
30 year 3.85% 
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%
For well qualified borrowers

Purchase / Refinance Rates 
(Non-inflation linked)*

Mortgage 
RATES at 
historic 
LOWS for 
refinance 
& purchase

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv 
*Rates are for quali�ed borrowers and are current as of    
 the printing of this advertisement but are subject to    
 change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and 
 are for illustrative purposes only.
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DIVREI TORAH FROM
YESHIVOT AND SEMINARIES

Midrehet Eshel is committed to helping students develop themselves both 
spiritually and personally; to see the Torah as relevant to modern life and 
Halacha as their guide. Our Sephardic heritage which is inclusive and tol-
erant is conveyed with warmth and first hand experience. Students are 

taught to discover and further identify with pride their families’ customs and traditions and 
are encouraged to preserve their way of life. Higher education is promoted in all ways as a 
means to fulfill their potential as human beings and as Jews. Simultaneously students are 
given access to the entire corpus of Jewish learning as they prepare themselves for active 
roles in family, community and the nation as a whole. Sincere devotion to the people and the 
land of Israel are a cornerstone of the Hashkafa of the Midrasha.

Dr. Hila Aboody 
Em Bayit  
and Faculty

Achieving Kedusha

Acharei-Mot and Kedoshim are the two 
parshiot that we read this  coming Shabbat. 
This double portion deals with seemingly 
two  very different topics. Acharei-Mot 
describes the Yom Kippur  service on 
the holiest day of the year, followed by 
Kedoshim  which enumerates mostly 
commandments that are considered  Ben 
Adam l’Havero, between man and his 
fellow. One seems  lofty, and is the pinnacle 
of holiness through separating ourselves  
from physical distractions, while the second 
seems to deal with  much more mundane 

MIDRESHET ESHEL, OLD CITY, JERUSALEM

Torah Tidbits is proud to highlight the many outstanding Rabbis and  
teachers that lead the various Yeshivot and Seminaries here in Israel.

matters. The commandments of honoring  
parents, not stealing, and giving charity, 
are a few examples of  the commandments 
enumerated in Kedoshim. What is meant 
to  be learned from the juxtaposition of 
these two parshiot? Furthermore, the 
call for Am Yisrael to be Kadosh, holy, is 
not  present in the verses that describe 
Yom Kippur, the holiest day of  the year, 
but appears instead when describing the 
many  commandments between man and 
his fellow. It is Kedoshim  

ֲאֶל֖הם ְוָאמָרּ֥ת  ֵר֛אל  ְשָׂ ְּבֵני־ִי  ָּכלֲ־ַע֧דת  ֶאל־  ֞ר  בֵּ  words דַּ
the with begins which Israelite whole the 
to Speak. “ֱאלקיֶכם ה׳  ֲאני  ָקד֔וֹׁש  ִּ֣כי  ִּתה֑יּו  קדֹׁשים 

community and say to them: You shall 
be holy, for I, the LORD  your G-d, am 
holy.” (Vayikra 19:2) What does it mean 
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to be  Kadosh, and how does fulfilling 
commandments such as  honoring our 
parents and giving charity make us holy/
Kadosh? 

The juxtaposition of these two parshiot 
highlights the tension  between two 
important ideals in Torah: wanting 
to elevate  ourselves spiritually while 
simultaneously living and engaging in  this 
world. On the one hand we understand that 
kedusha is  achieved through separating 
ourselves from negativity and  impurity. 
As Rashi states in his commentary on the 
words קדושים :תהיו 

ה מוֵֹצא ַאתָּ ל ָמקוֹם שֶׁ כָּ ים ִמן ָהֲעָריוֹת ּוִמן ָהֲעֵבָרה, שֶׁ  ֱהוּו ְפרּושִׁ

ה מוֵֹצא הקדושה”  separate yourself, ֶגֶדר ֶעְרָוה ַאתָּ
from improper relationships and from sins, 
as every place that you find discussion of 
separation from  improper relations you 
see that kedusha is mentioned.” Yet the  
commandments that directly follow the 
directive to be Kadosh  are mitzvoth Ben 
Adam lehevero. In fact kedusha is not 
merely separation for the sake of being 
separate, but rather in order to  connect to 
something greater and to elevate oneself. 
The Torah  describes HaShem as Kadosh, as 
He is the ultimate connector and source of 
everything in this world, but also elevated 
beyond  anything in this world. How are we 
to achieve being similar to  HaShem in this 
way and become Kadosh? 

It is true that we are supposed to separate 
ourselves from  improper relationships and 
sins and Yom Kippur is the pinnacle  during 
which we achieve a lofty state of being 
furthest from  physical needs and desires. 
However the goal of that separation  is to 

053-7272-815
Like us on facebook

“premium moving-הובלות אייל” 

www.premiummoving.co.il

MAXI B Xo

בס״ד

The place for extra space

Need Storage?

Jerusalem  Beit-Shemesh

Modiin
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prepare us to connect to others. Therefore 
the directive to  be Kadosh/holy is followed 
by the commandments that allow us  to 
reach this state of connection. We are 
striving to connect to  HaShem our Creator 
and to want to live a life that demands more  
from us. We are commanded to connect 
to our parents, family,  am Yisrael and 
the world around us for good. This is all  
accomplished through giving and acts of 
kindness, of seeing  beyond our selfishness 
and helping those around us. Just as  when 
one wants to create a perfect seal on any 
surface we need  to make sure to remove 
all the dust that is preventing us from  
connecting, so too we need to separate 

ourselves from negativity  in order to make 
that perfect connection. The separation is a  
step towards connection and once we are 
able to elevate and to  connect we achieve 
kedusha. It is for that exact reason that 
after  the description of the Yom Kippur 
service and the improper  relationships, 
the Torah goes on to enumerate the list of  
commandments that help us to get to the 
higher level of kedusha through the actions 
that will help us to connect to HaShem, and  
all of His creations. 

In a similar way, students experience their 
year in Israel in the  holiest place in the 
world where they are immersed in Torah  
learning and self discovery away from 
their families and many  other distractions. 
However the goal is not to remain in that  
separated state, but rather to return to their 
families and 

communities and to start the process of 
connecting in a positive  way to all those 
around them. All these actions will truly 
help us  achieve the lofty goal of being 
Kadosh like our Creator. 

As the only seminary dedicated to 
Sephardic students, Midreshet Eshel prides 
itself on having teachers and rabbis from  
all walks of Jewish life, Sephardic and 
Ashkenaz, Mizrahi and  Haredi, Hasidi and 
Litvish. We teach our students that Torah 
is  not just an intellectual endeavor but a 
way of life that must  impact our actions 
and relationships to make us better people.  
The Torah serves as a guidebook on how to 
improve our  relationship with ourselves, 
our family, friends, communities and  most 
important with HaShem. 
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CYBERSECURITY

CYBERSECURITY

PROGRAM

PROGRAM

Our graduates work with
international companies, including: To apply, & for more information, contact our representative 

for Israel, US, UK, & Europe: 

Mrs. D. Erlanger           DETzomet@gmail.com           +972-52-646-0298

CAREERS

CAREERS

WE PARTNER WITH

INTERNATIONAL

CYBERSECURITY

COMPANIES TO GIVE

OUR STUDENTS HANDS-

ON EXPERIENCE

THROUGH OFFICE-

BASED AND REMOTE

INTERNSHIPS.

Launch your cybersecurity 

career with Tzomet's 

NETWORKING
LINUX FUNDAMENTALS
SCRIPTING
THREAT VECTORS
MONITORING & HACKING
TOOLS
RISK MANAGEMENT

AND MORE!

JOIN OUR INTERACTIVE, 

LIVE ONLINE,  INTENSIVE 1-YEAR

CYBERSECURITY COURSE!

LEARN IN-DEPTH EVERYTHING 

YOU NEED TO GAIN

NTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATION

ONE-ON-ONE CAREER 
CONSULTATIONS

 
RESUME / CV 

DEVELOPMENT
 

INTERVIEW WORKSHOP
 

JOB PLACEMENT 
ASSISTANCE

UPON COMPLETION

OF COURSE, TZOMET

PROVIDES:

W W W . T Z O M E T C O U N S E L I N G . C O M

FRUM LEARNING ENVIRONMENT. IDEAL FOR STUDENTS WITH SIMULTANEOUS RESPONSIBILITIES 
(EG. FAMILY/WORK/YESHIVA) LOOKING FOR A HIGH STANDARD, FLEXIBLE CAREER OPPORTUNITY.
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TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

Kavanah in 
Shemoneh Esrei

It’s the start of a new year and 
Miriam has decided to work on her 
davening. She realizes that her kavana 

(concentration) is not great and that 
her mind wanders a lot in the middle of 
davening. But she has decided that this 
year is going to be different. She is going 
to make sure to concentrate on every word 
and imbue it with meaning. She takes three 
steps back to begin her first Shemoneh Esrei 
of the year, and before she has a chance to 
notice, she is mentally planning her to-do 
list, thinking about a work-related issue, 
preparing a grocery list, and deciding 
what to make for dinner. She finishes her 
Shemoneh Esrei and with a start, realizes 
that she has not had any kavana at all 
for the entire Tefilla! She is shocked and 
disappointed and not sure how to fix the 
situation.

I would venture to say that most of us can 
probably relate to the above scenario. 
We truly want to connect to Hashem in 
our davening and want our Tefilla to be 
a spiritually uplifting experience, and yet, 
we somehow are unable to control our 
minds and thoughts as we daven.

This is true for all of our Tefillot, but 
especially pertinent to the Shemoneh 

Esrei. The Shulchan Aruch (OC 101:1) 
writes that a person is required to have 
Kavana for the entire Shemoneh Esrei. If 
he is unable to do so, he should at least 
concentrate for the first bracha (‘Avot”). If 
he did not have kavana for the first bracha, 
he must repeat the entire Shemoneh Esrei. 
The Rama quotes there that in today’s 
generation (he wrote this in the 1500’s), 
one does not go back and repeat because 
he surely will not have kavana the second 
time around either, so there is no point in 
saying it again!

Wow! The fact that we can assume that 
most people will not have kavana even on 
their second try is quite depressing. But, on 
the other hand, we can understand from 
here that we are not alone in our struggles. 
Already in the Rama’s times, people were 
having difficulty with Kavana. Wandering 
minds are a part of human nature. And 
this fact is amplified a thousand times in 
today’s super busy world. 

The question is – what do we do about it?

The Shulchan Aruch (OC 98) gives many 
suggestions.  He recommends that one 
pay careful attention to the meaning of 
each word. One should remind himself 
that the Shechina (Divine Presence) is 
standing before him. One should try and 
imagine how he would act if he were 
speaking before a human king – how he 
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would prepare his words beforehand and 
pay careful attention to everything he 
would say so as not to mess anything up. 
One should spend time preparing before 
davening. He also suggests davening in a 
place and at a time where there will not 
be distractions.

I think one of the most practical suggestions 
the Shulchan Aruch gives is the first one 
we mentioned above. There, the Shulchan 
Aruch brought down the ideal (to have 
kavana for the whole Shemonah Esrei) 
and the practical (to try and have kavana 
for at least the first bracha). I think this is 
an important message for us. In order to 
be successful in our davening, we need to 
know ourselves and to work on ourselves 
at the level that we are at. We need to be 
realistic. We should shoot for the stars, we 
should try to work on our kavanah for the 
entire davening, but at the same time, we 
need to be practical. So if one is not yet 
ready to have kavana for all of Shemoneh 
Esrei, every day take a specific bracha and 
make sure to concentrate extra hard on at 
least that one bracha. And then move on 
from there.

A similar idea is brought down by the 
Chofetz Chaim. As human beings, we 
have limited attention spans. If we want 
to be able to concentrate on each bracha, 
we need to prepare for a moment before 
each individual bracha. Before each 
bracha, we need to pause and think about 
we are about to say. Don’t just mumble 
the entire Shemonah Esrei by rote. Stop, 
think, decide what you want to praise 
and request from Hashem in that specific 
bracha, and then continue. 

This idea of pausing in the  middle of 
our Tefilla is actually brought down in 
the Shulchan Aruch as well. (OC 98) He 
says as soon as you feel your mind begin 
to wander, stop and don’t continue until 
you are able to get rid of those thoughts 
and bring yourself back to the Tefilla. Rav 
Naftali Amsterdam (one of the leaders 
of the Mussar movement in the 1800’s) 
used to pause at three specific points in 
the Shemonah Esrei  in order to bring his 
mind back into focus.

To conclude - having Kavana in our 
davening is not an easy task. But the main 
point is to take baby steps, be realistic in 
our expectations, find “tricks” that work 
for us, to be patient and not to despair, to 
ask Hashem for help in this area, and to 
be proud of ourselves for each moment of 
success. 

SHIUR SPONSORS
Rabbi Shor’s Monday evening shiurim 
during the month of April are sponsored by  

Ori and Naomi Carmel in the merit of a  
refuah shleima for  Ephraim Avraham ben Rachel

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin’s shiurim  
have been sponsored by a generous donor

Rabbi Manning’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of an 

aliya neshama for Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,  
Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l 

and Eliana bat Yaakov a”h

Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of a 

refuah shelaima for Janet bat Hannah

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Parshat HaShavua Shiur 
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation



60     TORAH TIDBITS / ACHAREI MOT - KEDOSHIM 5781

Ami Tobin 
Raanana Chapter 
Director

Purifying ourselves

In this week’s Parsha, Acharei Mot- 
Kedoshim, we talk about two types of ideas. 
In Parshat Acharei Mot the parsha reflects 
upon spiritual content and discusses the 
work of the Beit Hamikdash, Kohanim, and 
Yom Kippur. Parshat Kedoshim refers to 
the work of the physical person and to Am 
Yissrael. For instance, we see how a person 
should act, such as not going according to 
the alien laws and the importance of purity.

Both Parshiot start with a statement of 
prevention. Acharei Mot, according to 
Rashi, starts by telling us not to go into the 
Mikdash when we are impure. Kedoshim 
opens by telling us to be purified as people 
and to stay away from sin.

The other common denominator between 
both Parshiot is the Issur of Arayot 
(adultery).

What is it about Arayot that is so horrible 
according to the Torah? Rav Kook explains 
that the Issur of Arayot is very serious since 
according to the Torah the right use of this 
act is potentially the holiest act. It is the 
force that brings life to the world. Using 
it for the wrong reason makes its holiness 
disappear. 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

What both Parshiot are trying to tell us 
is that the way to connect the Kedusha 
of the Mikdash and the individual is by 
prevention from the bad drives, such as 
Arayot. To become completely holy, we 
must learn how to prevent and purify 
oneself  from the bad things. Shabbat 
shalom.

Akiva Sunshine
11th Grade, 
Raanana
Defying All Odds

Throughout history,  the Jewish people have 
faced many hardships and persecutions. 
Yet, we have managed to defy all odds and 
find a way to survive and keep moving 
forward. Many people might be intrigued 
by how we continue to thrive in a world 
where it can seem like everyone is against 
us.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe explains how in 
this week’s Parsha, Parashat Kedoshim, 
we get a clue to our great success. Parashat 
Kedoshim starts off with HaShem instruct-
ing us to be holy, ’אני ה  ״קדושים תהיו כי קדוש 

 ,You shall be holy, because I“ אלוקיכם״
HaShem, your God, am holy.” The Parsha 
continues with two more basic Jewish laws, 
 Every“ ”איש אמו ואביו תיראו ואת שבתתי תשמרו“
man shall fear his mother and his father, 
and you shall observe My Shabbat. Here 
we see three ideas that teach us about the 
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fundamental nature of the Jewish people: 
Holiness, respecting our parents, and keep-
ing Shabbat.

One of the most sought after questions 
is what does it mean to be holy? One 
answer that is given is that holiness isn’t 
just spirituality or closeness to HaShem, 
rather it is a lot more about our daily lives: 
healthy eating and drinking, and even your 
sleep schedule. The second idea, honoring 
our parents, teaches us that we shouldn’t 
just be good to ourselves, but rather we 
should spread it to others starting with our 
parents. The third and final idea, keeping 
Shabbat, teaches us that we should not only 
be good and respect human beings but we 
should also respect HaShem and do our 
best to get close to him.

These three ideas are perhaps the most 
basic versions of our three types of mitzvot. 
 בין אדם and finally ,בין אדם לעצמו, בין אדם לחברו

 Between man and man, man and his) למקום
friend, and man and HaShem). These three 
ideas that became the foundations for what 
it means to be Jewish is possibly the reason 
we as a nation have been able to stay strong 
through all of our many challenges. 

------------------------------------

NCSY Israel is the premier organization 
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire, 
empower, and help teen olim with "Klita" to 
the Land of Israel by encouraging passionate 
Judaism through Torah and Tradition. Find 
out more at israel.ncsy.org

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה

אפרים אברהם בן רבקה

BAKA – TOWNHOUSE 220sqm, 
private entrance, private elevator, 
4 exposures, 
central, quiet – 
7,500,000nis

052-3202488 
Michael
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Real Life Rescues 
Saving The Life Of a Southern 
Neighbor
Kibbutz Eilot - Two weeks ago, at 7:00 PM on Tuesday night, United Hatzalah volunteer 
EMT Eli Koon was in his home in Kibbutz Eilot, located a few minutes away from Eilat, 
when he received an emergency alert to a suspected stroke on his Kibbutz. Eli, who 
was just 200 meters away from the location, jumped on his ambucycle and sped to the 
given address, arriving first on the scene in 90 seconds.

A 64-year-old woman who hadn’t been feeling well all day had collapsed in her home. 
She had been on the way to her bed to lie down and rest. The woman’s alarmed 
husband called United Hatzalah’s Dispatch and Command Center for help. Upon his 
arrival, Eli found the woman who was fully conscious but feeling very ill. Eli performed 
a quick neurological assessment and checked her vital signs. There was no apparent 
indication of a cerebrovascular accident or stroke. 

An ambulance crew arrived just a few minutes after Eli, and it was decided to transport 
the woman to the hospital. Eli assisted in getting her into the emergency vehicle and 
was about to go home on his ambucycle when the ambulance suddenly stopped. The 
driver jumped out of the front and rushed to Eli, the woman had just fainted. 

Hopping into the back of the ambulance, Eli and the ambulance driver quickly 
discovered that the woman had just suffered a cardiac arrest and was pulseless. Eli 
instantly launched into CPR and began chest compressions. The ambulance driver 
attached a defibrillator and called for an intensive care unit to the scene. 

The team kept oxygenated blood circulating to 
the woman’s vital organs for almost 25 minutes 
until they succeeded in regaining a steady pulse. 
After the woman’s pulse had returned, the mobile 
intensive care ambulance arrived at the scene. With 
the woman safely on the way to the hospital for 
emergency catheterization, Eli was finally able to 
return home.

“The ambulance driver and I initiated CPR just a few seconds after the woman lost 
consciousness,” recounted Eli. “Because we were able to intervene so quickly, the 
chances are high that she will recover without brain damage. In cases of cardiac 
arrest, time is the most critical factor and thankfully, she received high-quality medical 
intervention in the most crucial minutes.”

1221
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A Live Streaming Event 
Honoring First Responders and 

Celebrating One Year of Eli Beerʼs Return to Israel 
Featuring Special Guest Jay Leno

MAY 2ND 2021
PST: 10AM | EST: 1PM | UK: 6PM | ISRAEL: 8PM

SECOND ANNUAL



LAST WEEK TO SAVE 900 NIS (P.C.) 
 
The Destiny Foundation invites you to a                      "דבס        

   YYAARRCCHHEEII  KKAALLLLAAHH    
      IN THE LAVI HOTEL 

              
"The World After Covid" 

featuring RABBI BEREL WEIN  
AS SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE  

Four days and Three Nights  
Sunday, June 13 through Wednesday, June 16 

 
(EVERYONE IN THE HOTEL WILL/MUST BE VACCINATED OR RECENTLY TESTED) 

 
❖ Daily Lectures & Shiurim by Rabbi Wein, and also with Rabbi Amsel  

❖ Best cuisine, highest Kashrut, in Destiny’s own exclusive dining room   (Rubin Meat. Hotel  under Mehadrin Rabbanut of Galil Tachton) 
❖ MOH RULES AT THE TIME RE. SOCIAL DISTANCING IN SHUL &  DINING ROOM 

❖ Total Torah atmosphere in the hotel, Lavi’s well-known unique hospitality 
❖ Indoor heated pool, Dry sauna for sitting and lying down, Fitness room with aerobic and 

strength machines (all with separate and family hours) 
❖ Full day program with new Jewish and Hollywood films, Torah lectures, top quality live 

daily evening entertainment – program from morning until late evening 
❖ Optional Monday & Tuesday tours to spectacular and unique sites in the area (extra fee) 
❖ Every room with five-star amenities including coffer maker, refrigerator, safe, etc. 

❖ Optional private bus from and to Jerusalem for the group (extra fee) 

EARLY-BIRD DISCOUNT  
for those paying before Lag B'Omer (April 30) 

FREE BUS TO & FROM HOTEL & 
FREE MONDAY TIYUL (900 NIS per couple savings) 
OR 2 FREE TIYULIM & 200 NIS IN GIFT SHOP 

For registration forms, prices, and all questions, write to 
nachum@jewishdestiny.com  OR call Nachum Amsel at 0544-54-36-18  


