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and standing tall represents to me, a diverse and proud nation."
Special thanks to the all those that sent in photos! There were so many wonderful shots to choose from!
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CANDLE LIGHTING
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director,
OU Israel
Israel’s Independence Day
features a unique phenomenon in which
we move the date of celebration depending
on what day of the week the 5th of Iyar falls
out on. In the United States, Independence
Day is always celebrated on the 4th of July
and in Canada it is always celebrated on
July 1. To me, the way the State of Israel
moves the day of celebration is one of the
most beautiful aspects of Yom Ha’atzmaut.
There is a Halachic question regarding
moving the day. If 5 Iyar is the day that
marks our independence, perhaps we
should only recite Hallel and allow music
on that day. Yet, we know that in order
to avoid Chilul Shabbat (desecration of
Shabbat), the Israeli Rabbanite along with
the country’s leadership decided that Yom
Ha’atzmaut would not be celebrated on
days bookending the Shabbat.
Based on this, one might think that moving
the day of celebration is bedieved, but I
heard a beautiful idea from my Rav and
the former Chief Rabbi of Israel, Rav

Save a Life - Gain yours

1 of 78,535

EFRAT

www.efrat.org.il 02-5454500
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Mordechai Eliyahu Zecher Tzadik U’Kadosh
L’Vracha, explaining this phenomenon in a
positive light. Rav Eliyahu began by saying
that this is not the first time in halacha
that the Poskim move a day of celebration
based on the habits of the Jewish people.
The Gemara in Masechect Megila discusses
that the day of reading the Megila can fall
out up to two days before or 2 days after
Purim depending on when the Jews living
in small cities travelled to larger cities to
hear the Megila.
Rav Eliyahu then continued and shared
something which I found eye opening
and beautiful. Moving Yom Ha’atzmaut to
eliminate Chilul Shabbat is not bedieved.
The fact that the Jewish State takes mitzvah
observance into account shows just how
great and important it is that we have the
State of Israel.
This idea is why OU Israel davka celebrates
Yom Ha’atzmaut in a public venue,
the Tachana Rishona (Yerushlayim’s
First Station), and I want to utilize this
opportunity to thank Mayor Moshe Leon

We are saddened by the passing
of my dear husband

Dennis Paull z"l
דניאל בן נחמן ז"ל

Shiva until Thursday morning (April 15)
7/3 Giladi, Jerusalem
Bilha Gordon and family

and Deputy Mayor Arieh King (who holds
the Israel Heritage Portfolio) for partnering
with us on our outdoor Tefila BaTachana
from the beginning. Together we found a
very busy, outdoor venue in Yerushalayim
where we could increase the Pirsumei Nisa
of our celebration. Davening together with
Rabbi Shlomo Katz and thousands of OU
Israel friends at the First Station enables
passerbyers to join the Hallel v’Hodaya.
Two years ago, we had nearly 3,000 people
singing and dancing with Rabbi Shlomo
Katz. Unfortunately, last year due to
Covid-19 we were unable to meet in person
and instead streamed the Tefila from the
previous year. It is with tremendous
Hakarat Hatov that by the time most of you
are reading this we will have celebrated
again in person. While we are still not back
to “normal,” it is truly a miracle that as
Israel is hopefully emerging from Corona,
we were able to convene 500 people to
thank and praise Hashem for the miracle
that is the State of Israel.

just a small symbol of our Hakarat HaTov
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu for the incredible
State of Israel which protects its inhabitants
and enables us to keep so many mitzvot,
from studying Torah, to keeping Shabbat
and Kashrut and all the Mitzvot which have
guided us since Matan Torah. While we are
still actively waiting for the Beit HaMikdash,
we feel we are on the right path. It is my
prayer that this public celebration of HaKarot
Hatov will be one more stone in the building of the Beit HaMikdash and that we will
B’ezrat Hashem merit to dance and celebrate
together in the Beit HaMikdash very soon.
Yom Ha’atzmaut Sameach

Avi,
Executive Director, OU Israel

Celebrating this year’s Yom Ha’atzmaut
on Wednesday night/Thursday, davening
and singing to Hashem in a public venue is

Heartfelt condolences to the family of

Rivkah Epstein a"h
on her passing
She was never angry and we learned so
much from her
Her great love for Israel was an
inspiration to all and she was a holy
servant to Hashem
Chana Tova Sokol
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים

Huge Magnificent Villa for sale בס"ד
Yerushalayim - Har Nof Built
350sqm on Half Dunam, three floors,
10 rooms, private entrances (suitable
as seperate apartments), centrally
located, quiet street, amazing
panoramic view private parkings,
big Sukkah gardens Nis 7,800,000
(See our Catalog on whatsapp)
AW Real-Estate & Investments
(972+) 052-9977704
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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TAZRIA
KI
TEITZEI
METZORA
ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY
Rabbi Reuven
Tradburks
Director of
RCA Israel Region
The double parsha of Tazria-Metzora is
challenging. Their theme is simple: entry
to the Mikdash is restricted for those
who are Tamei. There are a number of
situations that render a person Tamei. The
removal of the Tuma status allows re-entry
to the Mikdash. Who becomes Tamei and
how the Tuma is removed is outlined.
It is challenging to understand why these
people become Tamei. And why they are
restricted from entering the Mikdash.
I will propose an approach and attempt
to trace it through the aliyot. I think this
approach has merit; though not at all sure
this is the Torah’s intent.
The Mikdash is the place of the rendezvous

kerenmalki.org
02-567-0602
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Keren Malki empowers
families of children
with special needs in
Israel to choose home
care. Donations are
tax-approved in Israel,
US and UK.
Honoring the memory of
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד
1985-2001, killed in the
Sbarro bombing.
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of man and G-d. The notion of finite man
encountering the Infinite is frightening
and humbling. But it is also grand. If He
is inviting us to meet Him in His Home
– well, He must think of us as worthy to
meet. Man is His worthy partner. For Man
is created in His Image. Man is majestic.
Noble. Elevated. Distinguished. Unique.
G-d invites majestic, noble man to the
Mikdash.
However, life sometimes causes us to feel
less than majestic, not so noble, ordinary
and not elevated, rather pedestrian. And in
particular, in those things that we share with
animals: food, procreation, illness, death.
When confronted with our limitations,
the physicality we share with animals, our
mortality, we can lose the nobility of our
station. We can feel like glorious animals.
That may be the meaning of tuma. The
tuma in our parsha is what is called tuma
whose source is our own body: childbirth,
Tzara'at (loosely translated as leprosy),
and emissions from procreative organs.
These very earthy parts of our being can
damage our sense of nobility, making us
feel closer to animals than to angels. Man
in his nobility is invited to approach G-d;
man when doubting his nobility needs to
be restored before approaching G-d. The
process of becoming Tahor is the process
of reclaiming our nobility. Human nobility
is required for the rendezvous with the
Divine in His home.
1st aliya (Vayikra 12:1-13:23)
Childbirth renders a woman
tamei (tmeya). At the end of the
tuma, 40 days for a male, 80 days for a
female child, she brings an offering of an

olah and a chatat. She may then enter the
Mikdash. Tzara'at has different forms and
different laws. It can be a white patch on
the skin, with white hair, cover the entire
body, or appear on a recovered inflammation. The Kohen checks to determine if it is
Tzara'at or if it is an innocuous skin condition. Some appearances are unclear and
require a 7 day interval to determine if
Tzara'at or innocuous.
Childbirth is joyous; yet, the woman
becomes tmeya, restricting her entry to
the Mikdash. Along the theme mentioned
above, experiences that we share with
animals may damage our sense of the
nobility of being human. Childbirth,
though wonderful, is earthy. To recapture
the higher nobility of humanity, the
woman brings offerings, as a reboot, a
reaffirmation of the higher calling in being
human.
Tzara'at has many details. It appears
as unusual colorations of the skin. The
skin is the visible part of our bodies. One
with Tzara'at would be self conscious, the
Tzara'at being somewhat embarrassing.
One manner in which mankind is
distinguished from animals is in our
social nature. Being self conscious of our
appearance would injure our social nature.
This damage to our sense of nobility
also demands a reboot in the form of a
ceremony at the conclusion of the Tzara'at,
outlined in the later aliyot.
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Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel
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2nd aliya (13:24-39) Tzara'at can
also be found on skin that suffered a burn or on the head or
beard. The Kohen assesses the nature of the
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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discoloration determining whether it
requires 7-day quarantine and reassessment to determine if tamei or tahor.
While this aliya continues the topic of the
first aliya, as does the 3rd aliya, the breaks
in the aliyot are deliberate. The first 3 aliyot
all end with a verse declaring the person
tahor. If we have an opportunity to be
positive, let’s land on that, not a verse that
declares the person tamei.
3rd aliya (13:40-54) Tzara'at can
also appear on the head or beard,
with hair loss and skin
discoloration. When a person is declared to
have Tzara'at, he rends his garments, lets
his hair grow, covers himself to his lips and
dwells outside of the camp. Garments
displaying specific discoloration are
deemed to have garment Tzara'at. The
Kohen assesses the color and shape,
quarantining if necessary. If determined to
have Tzara'at, the garment is burned.
After the detailed description of when a
person has Tzara'at and when not, the
consequence of Tzara'at is described.
The person acts as a mourner would act:
garment torn, hair grows, covered head (a
practice we no longer generally observe as
mourners). But more dramatically: he is

In loving memory of our Mother,
Grandmother and Great-Grandmother

Hadassah Hersh ע"ה
לעילוי נשמת
מרת הדסה בת הרב מנחם מנדל ע"ה
yahrzeit ה באייר
Esther & Moshe Bartov & Family
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sequestered out of the populated area.
This isolation is one of the things that
prompts the midrashic comment that
Tzara'at is for lashon hara – the punishment
fits the transgression. If you can’t treat
people respectfully, then spend some time
alone. Or, in line with my approach outlined
above: proximity to G-d demands that we
display the nobility of man. Tzara'at, an
embarrassing discoloration that makes us
feel self conscious, diminishes our sense of
self. Isolation allows us to reflect on our self
worth. Self worth has nothing to do with
how we look to others, whether our skin
looks good or whether our dress looks fine.
Self worth is intrinsic; we have self worth
simply because we are created in the image
of G-d.
Clothing too is uniquely human. Clothing is
an expression of human dignity. The tumah
of a garment restricts the wearer from
entry to the Mikdash, as human dignity
is diminished by this oddly blemished
garment.
4th aliya (13:55-14:20) The
regulations of tuma of garments is
completed. The process of being
tahor following Tzara'at of the body is
outlined. When the Kohen determines that
the Tzara'at of the skin has subsided, the
person with the Tzara'at may reenter the
camp though for 7 additional days he may
not enter the Mikdash. 2 birds are taken, one
slaughtered, the other dipped into its blood,
along with cedar wood, a red thread and
hyssop. His hair is shaved. On the 8th day he
brings offerings. Blood and oil are placed on
his right ear, thumb and toe.
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removed and replaced. If the spread
persists, the Kohen may order the home
demolished. If the Kohen declares the home
tahor, 2 birds are taken, one slaughtered,
the other dipped in its blood with cedar
wood, a crimson thread and hyssop. The
bird is set free. A Zav, a male, has a discharge
from his organ of procreation that is
unusual. He renders others tamei and
requires a purification process of 2 bird
offerings at the end of 7 days.
Continuing our theme that tuma is
associated with those parts of our lives that
may hinder our sense of dignity, our home
can be the source not of diminished dignity
but of hubris. Oh we moderns know all too
well how the fantastic wealth of our times
can distort healthy self perception. Man’s
dignity lies not in the grandness of his
home, but in the grandeur of his person. A
pock on your house if it has inflated human
dignity to become hubris.
7th aliya (15:16-33) A regular
sexual discharge of a man
renders a low level of tuma. A
woman’s regular menstrual bleeding
renders her temeya for 7 days, transferring
her tuma to others including through
touch. A woman who has bleeding

We, who were privileged
to bask in his love and learn
from his wisdom, lovingly remember

Grampy Dr. Bernard Friedson z"l
on his 14th yahrzeit
4 Iyar
The Friedson Family
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TORAH TIDBITS / TAZRIA - METZORA 5781

inconsistent with her regular period is a
Zava, a similar Tuma to the male Zav.
Offerings are brought following the
cessation of this unusual bleeding.
Procreation may also lead to an inflated
self image; creation is not just His, but is
ours. He gives life. We give life. Healthy
self image of our dignity and majesty can
be damaged by our physicality in both
directions; deflated and inflated. Too low a
view, that we nothing more than animals.
Or too high, as creators, leaving less room
for the Creator.

HAFTORAH
TAZRIA- METZORA
2 KINGS 7:3-20
This week’s haftorah contains a direct link
to the two parshiot in that it tells the story
of metzoraim, people with tzara'at. What is
remarkable about the haftorah’s episode is
that it tells of metzoraim who performed a
great service to the nation.
Four men suffering from the ailment
of tzara'at were dwelling in quarantine
outside of the city. At some point they
decide that they will approach the enemy
camp and see if they can procure some
food. When they arrive, they are startled to
see that the enemy battalion has fled. The
camp is deserted.
At that moment they realized that they
had a critical message to convey to their
nation. The four men went to the city and
reported their findings to the gatekeepers
who, in turn, informed King Jehoram. The

King sent messengers who confirmed the
miracle. The people of Israel quickly left
their cities and looted the enemy camp.
Remarkably, they were saved from a
famine and imminent death.
This entire incident was a fulfilment of the
prophecy fo Elisha HaNavi who said just a
day earlier as a reassurance to the King: “So
has God said, ‘At this time tomorrow, a seah
of fine flour will sell for [merely] a shekel,
and two seahs of barley will sell for a shekel
in the gate of Samaria.”
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KOHEN FIRST ALIYA
13+12+6=31 P'SUKIM 12:1-13:23
[P> 12:1 (8)] Perek 12, the shortest in
the Torah with 8 p'sukim (not that we
are responsible for the chaptering of
the Torah), deals with "birth". A woman
becomes "ritually unclean" following a
(normal) birth - one week for a boy - and
on the 8th day the boy is circumcised and two weeks for a girl. This period of
TUM'A is followed by a special "waiting
time" of 33 or 66 days for boy or girl
respectively, after which the mother is
to bring the korbanot of a YOLEDET. The
OU ISRAEL CENTER 11
whole issue of the "ritual impurity of a
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Going At
It Alone

“

No man is an island.” “It takes a village.” These are just some of the
clichés that are used to convey the
importance of social groups, of the realization that people cannot “go at it alone.”
But just as it is vital that each of us learns
that we are ultimately limited in what
we can accomplish by ourselves, it is
equally vital that we learn of the benefits
of occasional solitude and of the need to
sometimes just be alone.
In this week’s double Torah portion, TazriaMetzora, we read at length and in great
detail about an individual who is afflicted
by a condition known as tzora’at, often
translated as leprosy. It is a condition which
is characterized by specific discolorations
of the skin and which is understood by our

May the Torah learned in this
Torah Tidbits be לעילוי נשמת

שיינדל רחל בת שלמה
וקריינדל בלימא ע"ה
נלב"ע ג' אייר

In loving memory of

Lilly Manheim a"h
on her 5th yahrtzeit - 3 Iyar, 5781
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sages to be the consequence of immoral
behavior, particularly malicious gossip.
The Torah prescribes that such an
individual rend his clothes and let his hair
grow. He is considered ritually unclean, and
“...he shall dwell apart; his dwelling shall be
outside that camp.” (Leviticus 13:46)
Opinions vary as to why he must be
removed from society. Some say simply that
he is quarantined because his condition
is contagious. Others insist that since his
misdeeds caused harm to others, he must
be punished by living apart from others.
I prefer, however, the view that believes
that a period of solitude is imposed upon
this individual to afford him an opportunity
to think, to reconsider his actions, and to
resolve to live a new moral lifestyle. He is
afforded the social isolation necessary for
thoroughgoing introspection, a chance to
think for himself.
There is a lesson here about the benefits of
solitude that is of renewed relevance in our
day and age.
The Spring 2010 edition of The American
Scholar carries an essay by William
Deresiewicz which he delivered to the
plebe class at the United States Military
Academy at West Point.
Mr. Deresiewicz eloquently conveys the
message to these future military leaders
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that leadership demands a mindset which
can only come about with frequent and
sustained periods of solitude.
He emphasizes the importance of thinking
and writes, “Thinking means concentrating
on one thing long enough to develop an
idea about it.”
He further emphasizes the importance of
concentrating, and writes that it means
“gathering yourself together into a single
point rather than letting yourself be
dispersed everywhere into a cloud of
electronic and social input.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson made Mr.
Deresiewicz’s point long ago when he said,
“He who should inspire and lead his race
must be defended from traveling with the
souls of other men, from living, breathing,
reading, and writing in the daily, timeworn yoke of their opinions.”
These opinions of a famous 19th century
essayist and one of his contemporary
counterparts stress and amplify a message
implicit in this week’s Torah portion. The
message is that time by oneself, reflecting
and engaging in serious introspection, is an
essential component of self improvement
and a prerequisite not only for membership
in society, but for leadership of society.
Jewish sources go much further than
Emerson and Deresiewicz. The latter
restrict their insightful comments to

Tour- Monday, April 19

The Jezreel valley is in
bloom! A diverse and unique
program.

shalompollack613@gmail.com
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the importance of solitude in everyday,
mundane affairs. Our tradition goes
beyond that and teaches that solitude is
necessary for spiritual growth and for
religious leadership.
The sages of the Talmud insist upon the
necessity of cheshbon hanefesh, selfreckoning. The Jewish ethical treatises
of medieval times recommend that one
regularly withdraw from society to engage
in such self reckoning. Chassidim, and
most particularly the followers of Rabbi
Nachman of Breslov, daily engage in periods
of hitbodedut, solitary contemplation.
The secular writers quoted above are
helpful in that they make it clear that
solitude need not entail mystical practices
or spiritual techniques. Rather, solitude
provides an opportunity for thinking on
one’s own and for concentrating deeply
without the undue influences of one’s
social surrounding.
I personally am convinced that occasional
solitude would be a healthy antidote to the
blind conformity which is imposed upon all
of us by our contemporary world.
Once again, the Torah, in the midst of a
passage which seems most out of tune
with modernity, gives us a lesson essential
for coping with modernity.

In loving memory of

Rebbetzin Josephine
Reichel ע"ה
on her 21st yahrzeit

ז אייר
from the Bronner and Reichel families

https://lp.vp4.me/c58r
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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on the Weekly Parsha from
COVENANT & Thoughts
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L
CONVERSATION

Former Chief Rabbi of the
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה
Dedicated by Dr. Robert
Sreter DDS., M.S.

How to Praise

T

he Sages were eloquent on the
subject of lashon hara, evil speech,
the sin they took to be the cause
of tsara’at. But there is a meta-halachic
principle: “From the negative you can
infer the positive”1 So, for example, from
the seriousness of the prohibition against
Chillul Hashem, desecrating God’s name,
one can infer the importance of the
1

Nedarim 11a.

opposite, Kiddush Hashem, sanctifying
God’s name.
It therefore follows that alongside the
grave sin of lashon hara, there must in principle be a concept of lashon hatov, good
speech, and it must be more than a mere
negation of its opposite. The way to avoid
lashon hara is to practise silence, and indeed
the Sages were eloquent on the important of
silence.2 Silence saves us from evil speech
but in and of itself it achieves nothing positive. What then is lashon hatov?
One of the most important tasks of
a leader, a parent or a friend is focused
praise. We first discussed this idea in
parshat Vayeshev, where we examined the
classic text on this - a Mishnah in Tractate
Avot (2:11) in which Rabban Yochanan ben
Zakkai enumerates the praises of his five
beloved students:
Eliezer ben Hyrcanus: a plastered
well that never loses a drop. Joshua ben
Chananya: happy the one who gave him
birth. Yose the Priest: a pious man. Shimon
ben Netanel: a man who fears sin. Elazar
ben Arach: an ever-flowing spring.
Every Rabbi had disciples. The
imperative, “Raise up many disciples”3
2
3

16

TORAH TIDBITS / TAZRIA - METZORA 5781

See for example Mishnah Avot 1:17; 3:13.
Mishnah Avot 1:1.

is one of the oldest rabbinic teachings on
record. What the Mishnah is telling us here
is how to create disciples. It is not difficult to
create followers. Often a good teacher will,
over time, notice that they have developed a
large following, students who are uncritical
devotees - but how to encourage these
followers to become creative intellects in
their own right? It is far harder to create
leaders than to create followers.
Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai was a
great teacher because five of his students
became giants in their own right. The
Mishnah is telling us how he did it: with
focussed praise. He showed each of his
pupils where their particular strength lay.
Eliezer ben Hyrcanus, the “plastered well
that never loses a drop,” was gifted with a
superb memory – an important ability in
an age in which manuscripts were rare
and the Oral Law was not yet committed
to writing. Shimon ben Netanel, the “man
who fears sin,” may not have had the
intellectual brilliance of the others but his
reverential nature was a reminder to others
that they were not merely scholars but also
holy men engaged in a sacred task. Elazar
ben Arach, the “ever-flowing spring,” had a
creative mind constantly giving rise to new
interpretations of ancient texts.
I discovered the transformative power
of focused praise from one of the more
remarkable people I ever met, the late
Lena Rustin. Lena was a speech therapist,
specialising in helping children who
struggled with stammers. I came to know
her through a television documentary I
was making for the BBC about the state of
the family in Britain. Lena believed that
the young children she was treating – they
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were, on average, around five years old
– had to be understood in the context of
their families. Families tend to develop an
equilibrium. If a child stammers, everyone
in the family adjusts to it. Therefore if
the child is to lose their stammer, all the
relationships within the family will have
to be renegotiated. Not only must the child
change. So must everyone else.
By and large, we tend to resist change.
We settle into patterns of behaviour as they
become more and more comfortable, like a
well-used armchair or a well-worn pair of
shoes. How do you create an atmosphere
within a family that encourages change
and makes it unthreatening? The answer
Lena discovered was praise. She told the
families with whom she was working that
every day they must notice each member of
the family doing something right, and say
so - specifically, positively and thankfully.
She did not go into deep explanations,
but watching her at work I began to realise
what she was doing. She was creating,
within each home, an atmosphere of
mutual regard and continuous positive
reinforcement. She wanted the parents to
shape an environment of self-respect and
self-confidence, not just for the stammering
child but for every member of the family,
so that the entire atmosphere of the home
was one in which people felt safe to change
and help others to do so.
I suddenly realised that Lena had
discovered a solution not just for
stammering but for group dynamics as a
whole. My intuition was soon confirmed in
a surprising way. There had been tensions
among the television crew with which
I had been working. Various things had

gone wrong and there was an atmosphere
of mutual recrimination. After filming a
session of Lena Rustin teaching parents how
to give and receive praise, the crew likewise
began praising one another. Instantly the
atmosphere was transformed. The tension
dissolved, and filming became fun again.
Praise gives people the confidence to let go
of the negative aspects of their character
and reach their full potential.
There is in praise a deep spiritual
message too. We think religion is about faith
in God. What I had not fully understood
before was that faith in God should lead
us to have faith in people, for God’s image
is in each of us, and we have to learn how
to discern it. I then understood that the
repeated phrase in Genesis 1, “And God saw
that it was good,” was there to teach us to
see the good in people and events, and by
so doing, help to strengthen that goodness. I
also understood why God briefly punished
Moses by turning his hand to tsara’at –
because he had said about the Israelites,
“They will not believe in me.” (Ex. 4:1)
Moses was being taught a fundamental
lesson of leadership: It does not matter
whether they believe in you. What matters
is that you believe in them.
It was from another wise woman
that I learned another important lesson
about praise. Stanford psychologist Carol
Dweck, in her book Mindset4, argues that
it makes a decisive difference whether we
believe that our abilities are innate and
determined once and for all (the “fixed”
mindset), or whether we may assume that
4 Carol Dweck, Mindset, Ballantine Books,
2007.
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talent is something we achieve through
time by effort, practice and persistence
(the “growth” mindset). People who take
the former approach tend to be risk-averse,
afraid that if they fail this will show that
they are not as good as they were thought to
be. The latter group embrace risk because
they take failure as a learning experience
from which they can grow. It follows that
there is good praise and bad praise. Parents
and teachers should not praise children in
absolute terms: “You are gifted, brilliant, a
star!” They should praise effort: “You tried
hard, you gave of your best, and I can see
the improvement!” They should encourage
a growth mindset, not a fixed one.
Perhaps this explains a sad aftermath in
the life of Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai’s
two most gifted pupils. The Mishnah
immediately following the one quoted
above states:
He [Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai]
used to say: If all the Sages of Israel were
in one scale of a balance and Eliezer ben
Hyrcanus in the other, he would outweigh
them all. However, Abba Saul said in his
name: If all the Sages of Israel, including
Eliezer ben Hyrcanus, were in one scale
of a balance, and Elazar ben Arach in the
other, he would outweigh them all. (Avot
2:12)
Tragically, Rabbi Eliezer ben Hyrcanus
was eventually excommunicated by his
colleagues for failing to accept the majority
view on a matter of Jewish law.5 As for Rabbi
Elazar ben Arach, he became separated
from his colleagues. When they went to the
academy at Yavneh, he went to Emmaus, a
5

Bava Metzia 59b.
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pleasant place to live but lacking in other
Torah scholars. Eventually he forgot his
learning and became a pale shadow of his
former self.6 It may be that praising his
students for their innate abilities rather
than their effort, Rabban Yochanan ben
Zakkai inadvertently encouraged his two
most talented students to develop a fixed
mindset rather than engage with colleagues
and stay open to intellectual growth.
Praise, and how we administer it, is a
fundamental element in leadership of any
kind. Recognising the good in people and
saying so, we help bring people’s potential
to fruition. Praising their efforts rather
than their innate gifts helps encourage
growth, about which Hillel used to say: “He
who does not increase his knowledge, loses
it” (Mishnah Avot 1:13). The right kind of
praise changes lives. That is the power
of lashon hatov. Bad speech diminishes
us; good speech can lift us to great
heights. Or as W. H. Auden said in one of
his beautiful poems:
In the prison of his days
Teach the free man how to praise.7
Covenant and Conversation 5781 is
kindly supported by the Maurice Wohl
Charitable Foundation in memory of
Maurice and Vivienne Wohl z”l.
These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks
zt"l are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read
more on www.rabbisacks.org.

6 Shabbat 147b.
7 W. H. Auden, “In Memory of W. B.
Yeats,” Another Time (New York: Random
House, 1940).
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H

aRav Simcha Assaf writes in his
book “Tkufat HaGeonim V’sifrutah” that, upon the passing of the
great Rav Sherira Gaon, the community
decided to recite a special Maftir, one that
tells of Hashem’s choice of Yehoshua to succeed Moshe Rabbeinu (B’Midbar 27; 16) and
a matching haftarah that describes David’s
choice of Shlomo to succeed him upon the
throne. And, although the prophetic text
ends with the words “And Shlomo sat on
the throne of his father, David”, the people read “And Hai sat on the throne of his
father, Sherira.”
This Shabbat, we read the double parshiyot of Tazria and Metzora, with the
haftarah from Sefer Melachim that tells
the story of the Metzora’im, the lepers who
saved the residents of Shomron from starvation with their report of the flight of the
mighty Aramean army. But this Shabbat is
also the fifth of Iyar, the exact date of the
establishment of the State of Israel. And,
although Yom Ha’Atzma’ut was celebrated
this past Thursday, I feel, as did the community of eleven hundred years ago, that the
day is momentous enough to put aside my
usual elucidation of the weekly haftarah
and focus, instead, upon the reading we
heard on Thursday, the haftarah that was
to be read on the fifth of Iyar.
That selection from the 10th, 11th and 12th
prakim of Sefer Yishayahu are among the
most famous-and perhaps the most import22
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ant chapters in the entire book. In them,
the navi describes the Y’mot HaMashiach
in clear detail. Laying out before us the picture of an idyllic world, a world of peace,
where even the natural enemies will dwell
together, a time when violence would disappear and an era when our knowledge of
Hashem and an understanding of His ways
would spread throughout the world.
In 1949, the Chief Rabbinate declared
the establishment of the State as “Reisheet
Tz’michat Geulateinu, the first flowering
of our redemption. Their decision to read
Yishayahu’s depiction of the “perfect”
world was not simply so that we recognize
the world-changing event of the resurrection of the Jewish State after 2,000 years
but also to give us a vision of what yet
awaits us. Perhaps the Rabbanim of 1948
were leaving a message for the future that
our work is not yet complete. Perhaps the
haftarah was meant as a reminder that we
do not yet live in the idyllic world that the
navi describes and we should not be satisfied with being only “REISHEET tzmichat
geulateinu”, the FIRST flowering of the
redemption.
And, given that truth, perhaps they
were also trying to teach us not to expect
perfection in our new medina but, rather,
to work TOWARD perfection.
And perhaps, if we do so, Hashem might
see to it that it will become exactly what the
navi described to us.
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hopes and goals are not attained. It is
crucial for a parent to set the bar high, have

their children reach for the stars, yet be
appreciative and satisfied with what their
hard efforts actually achieved. A parent
should provide a child with all the tools
necessary for his or her success, bearing
in mind, chanoch l’na’ar a; pi darko, that
each child is different and is blessed with
unique capabilities with which they can
flourish. We must proceed cautiously as
not to expect too much, but be certain not
to shoot for mediocrity, or the result will
be inferiority.
Unfortunately, sometimes as parents
and grandparents, we are negligent in
both directions. On the one hand, we
often try to push the children even beyond
their capabilities, maybe trying to have
them do what WE want to accomplish,
instead of thinking about what’s good for
them. This could then lead to our feelings
of disappointment, and their feelings
of failure. But on the other hand, we
sometimes are too reticent and passive
with our children. In our very open world,
we as parents, at times, forget that we are
tasked with educating our children and not
leaving the child with the freedom to choose
at every corner. We need to motivate them
as much as possible to reach for the stars,
and make the most out of every spiritual
opportunity that presents itself.
The yoledes brings the olah first, to symbolize that a parent should reach for the
stars and expect the best from their child.
Yet, the olah is followed by a chatas, to symbolize that in reality, even if our child is not
perfect, he or she is still holy, as a chatas,
that is partly offered to Hashem and partly
consumed here on earth by the Kohen.
There is a halacha quoted in the

Shulchan Aruch (YD 81:7), that states that
a Jewish child should not nurse from an
Egyptian woman. The reason given is that
Moshe Rabbeinu would not drink from an
Egyptian woman, because the mouth that
would speak directly with the Shechinah
could not be fed by an Egyptian source.
Is this applicable to anyone else, other
than Moshe Rabbeinu?! If not, then why
is this halacha quoted in the Shulchan
Aruch? It is highly unlikely that other
children will reach that level. Yet, Rav
Yaakov Kamintetzky suggests that every
one of our children is a potential Moshe
Rabbeinu. Every child should be looked
at as the next gadol hador, the next
unbelievable man and woman who will
change the destiny of Klal Yisrael! There’s
an olah in front of me!
That should be our sheifa, our goal,
but l’maaseh, if my child is not a R’ Moshe
Feinstein, if he is not an olah, at least he
will be a chatas, which is chatzi l’Hahem.
It’s all kadosh. He or she can be a ben
or bas Torah, a gomel chesed and a yerei
shamayim. Let’s shoot for the stars (olah),
yet remain with our feet on the ground
(chatas) and properly balance the expectations that we have from our children with
the proper appreciation of their actual
achievements.

May the Torah learning in this week's
Tidbits be a zechut for a speedy
and full recovery of:

איילת חנה בת רחל
שולמית בת רחל
קיילא בת רייזל
בתוך שאר חולי ישראל
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Secret of
the Bris

A

ll Jewish ceremonies have a certain
magic that is associated with them,
that creates special moods and
triggers different spiritual responses in a
person. Bris Milah ceremony is no exception. There is obviously the awe of another
member entering into the covenant, and
the excitement of the name of the child;
yet, beyond that there is the intensity of
the revelation of Eliyahu Hanavi that affects
each person present at a bris. The father
prepares a special chair at the bris called
Kisei shel Eliyahu, and this designation is
mentioned out loud.
Why does Eliyahu Hanavi appear at each
bris? The classic answer is rooted in an
event in the life of Eliyahu Hanavi. At one
point, he fled from Izevel who was trying to
kill him, ran to Har Sinai, and complained
to Hashem that the Jews had left His brit.
Hashem, therefore, as a punishment for
Eliayhu’s zealousness against the people,
makes Eliyahu Hanavi go to every brit,
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and come back to Hashem to report how
the people are indeed keeping His brit.
Prisha sees this as a reward to Eliyahu
Hanavi. Since he was so concerned about
the people keeping the brit, he is rewarded
seeing every brit that takes place. Rav
Wolfson notes that Eliayhu Hanavi stays
with the sandek throughout the entire day,
and therefore the sandek has an immense
power of bracha and tefilla the whole day.
Igra D’pirka explains that Eliyahu Hanavi
complained to Hashem that he can’t possibly
go to every bris, because the people are
filled with sins. Hashem therefore promises
that the father, the mohel, and in fact all the
people at the bris, will be forgiven for their
sins. Vaykach Ovadyahu explains that since
this mitzvah is done with such simcha, it
helps the people commit to keeping the
Torah, and defeating their yetzer hara.
Otzar Habrit adds that this mitzvah is
like being ‘mekabel pnei haShchinah’ and
everyone at the bris receives an extra dose
of ‘neshama’ like on Shabbat, and that gives
a person the impetus to be zoche to keep
the whole Torah, and merit their sins to
be forgiven. Indeed, the Seforno notes that
the chair is really set aside for Hashem
Himself, kivyachol, since Hashem comes
to every bris, as He came to the first bris of
Avraham Avinu. V’charot Imo Habrit, notes
that Hashem was the ‘sandek’ for Avraham
Avinu at the very first bris.

Ollelot Efrayim offers great advice for
people; that at the time when the child
cries, one should use that time to daven.
The child’s pure cries go straight up to
Shamayim, and our tefillas can ascend
with them. A support for the power
of this time is found in the Targum’s
understanding of ‘yancha Hashem b’yom
tzara’ [Hashem will answer on the day of
trouble’] as referring to the day of the bris,
which is a time of favor. It is customary to
say perek vav of Tehillim which references
‘al hashminit’, the eighth, at this time
as well.
Throughout the bris, it is customary for
everyone to stand in deference to the
Shechinah that is found at the bris. Rema
states that the custom to stand is based
on the Passuk, ‘vayamod ha’am babrit’.
Rav Wolfson questions this source, since
there everyone entered the covenant,
while here, only the baby is entering into
the bris. He therefore explains that at a
bris, an aspect of the perfected world of
Mashiach is present. The father when
making the bracha to enter into the bris of
Avraham Avinu, is also alluding to all the
people who at that moment are gathered
together accessing their higher soul, the
pristine soul as found in our origin, of
Avraham Avinu, and that will be found
at the time of Mashiach. Therefore, the
people need to stand, as they too, indeed,
are also entering into a special covenant
at the time of the bris milah. Therefore,
since they too are intimately connected
with the bris, they also say a bracha,
‘kshem snichnas…., and don’t just stand
passively by.

Exclusives!

Great Abu Tor garden townhouse
Sunny living room opens to large terrace.
Ofﬁce off kitchen. Guest bathroom.
Two spacious bedrooms upstairs with great
terrace from master. (was 3) Two bathrooms.
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Garden 90 meters.
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Mirror Image

I

n 1848, Eastern Europe was ravaged
by a deadly cholera epidemic. Tens
of thousands died that year, and the
city of Vilna was hit particularly hard.
Jews gathered to daven, gave extra
tzedakah, and added Torah and mitzvos
in order to generate rachamei shamayim,
Heavenly mercy. It was a true eis tzarah,
an exceptionally difficult time, and the
Rabbanim of the city urged people to
engage in teshuvah. Among them was
the young, dynamic Rav Yisrael Salanter,
zt’l, who was later to become the famed
founder of the Mussar movement. He
encouraged his constituents to conduct a
cheshbon ha-nefesh, soul searching and
improvement of their character traits.
The sincere and religiously sensitive
Jews of Vilna engaged in much reflection,
introspection and self-improvement. There
were some among them, however, who
instead of focusing on examining their own
spiritual lack turned their attention toward
examining the faults and shortcomings of
their neighbors and friends. Some even
attributed the cause of the suffering to be
28
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a result of various aveiros they observed in
their neighbors.
One day, as the epidemic continued to
rage, a well meaning Jew approached Reb
Yisrael with urgency to discuss a certain
family in their kehillah. “I’ve noticed that
their commitment to tzniyus has waned
somewhat in recent months; there are
members of the household who are not up
to standard. Who knows if it is not their sin
which is causing this terrible plague. Dear
Rabbi, something must be done!”
Reb Yisrael became serious. “As you know,
a person who searches for and points out
faults in other people is considered a baal
lashon ha-ra,” he began. “In the ancient
past, someone who spoke lashon hara was
afflicted with tzara’as, leprosy, and as a
consequence, the baal lashon ha-ra would
be sent away from the encampment and
remain outside the city until their condition
cleared up.
“Indeed,” continued Reb Yisrael…
“something must be done! Since you
seem to think that you are an expert at
discovering sins, I suggest you ‘go out of the
camp’: get out of Vilna and isolate yourself
for some time. Alone, you won’t be able to
see anyone else’s shortcomings in avodas
Hashem, and you won’t see another’s sins.
But you will certainly be able to uncover
your own.”

Our sedra addresses this procedure,
describing an individual who is afflicted
with tzara’as and pronounced as such by
the Kohen:

ֲשר ַה ֶּנגַע ּבוֹ י ְִט ָמא
ׁ
ֶ ְמי א
ֵ ּע הוּא ָט ֵמא הוּא… ָּכל־י
ַ ־צרו
ָ יש
ׁ ִא
:ֹֹשבו
ׁ
ָ ֵשב ִמחוּץ ַל ַּמ ֲחנֶה מו
ׁ
ֵ ָט ֵמא הוּא ָּב ָדד י
“He is a man afflicted with tzara’as; he is
unclean... All the days the lesion is upon
him, he shall remain unclean. He is unclean;
he shall dwell isolated; his dwelling shall be
outside the camp.” (13:44-46)
Rashi provides a premise why those who
have spoken lashon ha-ra and have been
stricken with tzara’as must remain isolated:

הואיל והוא הבדיל בלשון הרע בין איש לאשתו ובין איש
: אף הוא יבדל,לרעהו
“Since, with his slander, he caused a
separation, a rift between spouses,
partners, friends, he too, must be separated
from society.” When we judge others
negatively and speak derogatorily of
others, although we are perhaps telling
the truth, we have eroded the moral fibers
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POB 37015 Jerusalem 91370
or contact us at 050-570-1067
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that create and bind a relationship, family
and community. The repercussions are as
much rehabilitative as they are punitive.
Being put in a proverbial ‘time-out’ by the
Kohen is not simply a punishment; we are
sent out, so that we will focus inward.
The Ba’al Shem Tov haKadosh teaches (on
Bereishis, 126) that our relationships and
interactions with others, and even our
feelings toward others, serve as a shpiegel,
a mirror, in which we can see ourselves
more clearly. The beauty we see in the
world is a reflection of who we really are;
the blemishes we see in others are only a
reflection of our own inner defects. We are
likely to be oblivious to our own defects,
but we can somehow detect shortcomings
in other people with great ease.
This insight ‘reflects’ a teaching of the
Gemara (Kidushin 70a) regarding lineage:

 במומו פוסל..וכל הפוסל פסול ואינו מדבר בשבחא
“Anyone who disqualifies others by stating
that their lineage is flawed, that is a sign
that he himself is of flawed lineage. The
flaw he accuses them of having is in fact
the one that he has.” When we perceive
flaws or observe negative traits and
behaviors in others it is an indication that
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we have these shortcomings in ourselves,
and we have seen them ‘out there’ for the
sole purpose of alerting us to turn ‘inward’
in teshuvah.

ֹ חוּץ ִמ ִּנ ְג ֵעי ַע ְצמו,ָעים ָא ָדם רו ֶֹאה
ִ ָּכל ַה ְּנג
“All negaim may be examined by a person,
except his own.”
(Mishnah Nega’im, 2:5)
Offering an expansive interpretation
of this mishnah, the Ba’al Shem Tov
says, Chutz me-atzmo (“except his own”)
means that what one sees chutz, ‘outside’
or in others, is me-atzmo, ‘from oneself’.
The mishnah then reads: ‘All blemishes
that a person sees out there are blemishes
projected from within oneself.’
The gaze of one person to another is like
glancing in the mirror — if our face is
dirty, we will see a dirty face in the mirror.
So it is when we look at each other; the
extent to which we are pure and refined
internally, we will look more generously
upon the other and see their positive
attributes … and our own.
May we all be blessed to see the pure
soul of a Jew in the mirror of each other’s
faces.

ONLY 2 WEEKS TO GO TO SAVE 900 NIS
DESTINY'S

YARCHEI KALLAH
4 DAYS, THREE NIGHTS
Sunday-Wednesday, June 13-16
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OU Israel Center Shiurim

Register for one-time shiurim (in-person and by Zoom) at www.ouisrael.org/class
Register for ClassPass package deal for classes by Zoom at www.ouisrael.org/clas
SUN, APR 18

TUE, APR 20

MON, APR 19

9:00 AM

9:15 AM

9:00 AM

Tehillim – Divine Poetry

will be part of the L’Ayla
Rosh Chodesh Seminar (see
below)

Minchat Chinuch
(Zoom only)

Rabbi David Walk

10:15 AM

Rabbi Aharon Adler The
Giants Who Shaped Modern
Orthodoxy

11:30 AM Rabbi

Yitzchak Breitowitz

Mishlei: Wisdom for Life
(L’Ayla) (Zoom only)

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey
Bienenfeld Men’s Gemara

Chabura S,T,TH https://zoom.
us/j/887981820
(Zoom only)

4:30 PM

Rabbi Hillel Ruvell
Men’s Gemara B’Iyun
S,M,W,Th
https://zoom.
us/j/86466998217
(Zoom only)

MISSED A CLASS?

You can watch the
recording at www.
ouisrael.org/video-library

Mrs. Pearl Borow

10:30 AM

Rabbi Aaron
Goldscheider

Rav Soloveitchik on the
Parsha

11:45 AM

Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Ethics, family and society in
the writings of Rav Hirsch,
Rav Kook and Rav
Soloveitchik

4:30PM Rabbi Hillel
Ruvell

7:00 PM

Rabbi Baruch Taub
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/888974573
(Zoom only)

Rabbi Yitzchak
Breitowitz

9:15 AM

Mrs. Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries
(L’Ayla)

10:30 AM

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
Parshat HaShavua

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey
Bienenfeld

5:00 PM

Mrs. Sylvie Schatz
Chazal:Insights Into
Our Times
(L’Ayla)
https://zoom.
us/j/85177782268
(Zoom only)

9:00 PM

Rabbi Sam Shor

Penimiut HaTorahInspiration from the Masters
of Jewish Thought facebook.
com/OUIsrael

*L’AYLA CLASSES ARE
FOR WOMEN ONLY

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/
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ses
sspass
WED, APR 21
9:00 AM

Rabbi Shimshon Nadel
Halacha and Medina

10:15 AM

Rabbi Anthony
Manning

Contemporary Issues in
Halacha and Hashkafa

11:30 AM

Rabbi Alan Kimche

Great Jewish Thinkers

4:30PM

Rabbi Hillel Ruvell

7:00 PM

Rabbi Baruch Taub
Halacha
(Zoom only)

8:30 PM

Rabbi Ezra Friedman

Practical Kashrut
(Zoom only)

THURS, APR 22
9:00 AM
Rabbi Ian Pear
Meaning in Mitzvot

10:15 AM

Rabbi Baruch Taub
Parshat HaShavua

11:30 AM

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Unlocking the Messages
of Chazal

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey
Bienenfeld

4:30PM

Rabbi Hillel Ruvell

8:00 PM

Rabbi Ari Kahn

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/2624570009

8:30 PM

Rav Meir Goldwicht

(Hebrew)
Parshat Hashavua
Passcode: 18

WATCH US ON
YOU TUBE

PLEASE NOTE:
Password for classes
is: ouisrael

IMPORTANT
UPDATE
We encourage those who
can to join us in-person
for our morning classes!
Starting this week, there
will be a charge for our
morning classes on Zoom.
To register for a single
class (Zoom or inperson), go to www.
ouisrael.org/classes To
register for a package of
classes on Zoom, go to
see www.ouisrael.org/
classpass
IF YOU HAVE ANY
QUESTIONS OR
NEED HELP WITH
REGISTRATION, PLEASE
CALL *3263 BETWEEN
8:30-11:30AM

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU Israel Proudly Presents:

“Goals & Aspirations as reflected
in Sefiras Haomer”
SUNDAY, APRIL 25, 8:00PM

A special virtual shiur with Rabbi Zev Leff shlita
There is no fee for this Special Shiur....
https://zoom.us/j/82158407855
password: ouisrael

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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02-560-9100

OU Israel L’Ayla and Beit Knesset Musar Avicha present:

Women’s Monthly
Beit Midrash in Maaleh Adumim!

Women Reaching Higher

SUNDAY, APRIL 18, ו’ אייר
7:45pm Registration and Refreshments
8:00pm Women in Tanach: Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski,
OU Israel Director of Community Programming
8:30pm Practical Kashrut: Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Rav Beit Knesset,
Director of the OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education
9:00pm Special Guest Speaker: Rabbanit Shani Taragin
Leaders and Letters: Continuity and Ingenuity in Law and Lore
25 NIS Pre-Registration (by April 14) / 35 NIS At the door
LOCATION: MUSAR AVICHA 5 HATZILTZAL | REGISTRATION: WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG /MA6 | 02-560-9110
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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WELCOME

BACK!

It’s been great to see so many familiar faces back
at the OU Israel Center for our on-site shiurim.
We encourage all who can to join us for our
weekly morning classes!
*Following all Tav Yarok protocols Green passport required
*Mandatory pre-registration at
www.ouisrael.org/classes
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

T

he Parshiyot of Tazria and Metzora
focus primarily on the spiritual
affliction of tzara'at, a mysterious
rash or pock mark which can afflict one’s
skin, one’s clothing or even the walls of
one’s home. Our Chazal suggest that this
spiritual affliction is the result of lashon
hara- inappropriate speech.
Tzara'at,as mentioned above, could appear
on the walls of one’s home. The pasuk
states:
When you enter the land of Canaan that
I give you as a possession, and I inflict an
outbreak upon a house in the land you
possess...
Rashi, based on numerous maamarei chazal
offers a rather surprising explanation of
this verse:
This was a good sign for them, because the
Amorites concealed treasures of gold in
the walls of their houses during the entire
40 years the Jewish People were in the
iting and writ
ing for Perfection!
h ed
Englis
Do you require an editor for a new book in
English in Jewish studies, memoirs, Biblical
history or related topics? Engage the services
of a professional and certified editor today!
Contact Daniel Ashkenazy
052 3355908 or
email: yosefdaniel99@gmail.com

DEVELOP THE COMPETITIVE EDGE TODAY
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wilderness in order that they might not
possess them when they conquered the
land. However, upon the appearance of this
affliction, they would pull down the house
and discover these treasures.
This past week we commemorated Yom
HaAtzmaut and expressed our joy and
hakarat hatov for the incredible gift that is
Medinat Yisrael. In our column last week we
shared a beautiful teaching from one of the
great religious personalities of the pre-state
Yishuv and early years of Medinat Yisrael,
the Ohalei Yaakov of Tel Aviv, Rabbi Yaakov
Friedman, zt’l, the Admor of Husiyatin zy’a.
In yet another stirring teaching from
his first Shabbat Tazria Metzora in Eretz
Yisrael in 1938, the Rebbe points to this
particular Rashi, to offer his thoughts on
both the burgeoning Yishuv in Eretz Yisrael,
as well as how one should relate to both the
building of a Jewish presence in Artzeinu
HaKedosha, as well as those pioneers
who might not be ritually observant. To
paraphrase the Rebbe’s powerful words:
“And how should we relate to those among
us who seem distant from our faith and
tradition, who are engaged in building and
working to establish Eretz Yisrael once again
as the eternal home of the Jewish People?
Indeed it might pain us to see their distance
from our mesora, and our preference
certainly would be that all those laboring

to sustain the Jewish Yishuv here in Eretz
Yisrael, did so with a fidelity to our tradition.
However, our holy Torah teaches us that the
Amorites left great treasures hidden within
the walls of the structures they built here
in Eretz Yisrael, that ultimately the Jewish
People were able to find upon entering those
homes. If this was true then, for homes built
by the Amorites, then certainly the same
must be true for homes being built in Eretz
Yisrael by Jewish hands-there will be great
treasures which will certainly be revealed!
...Our way of understanding is that we must
appreciate the great merit of those who are
actively working to build up our holy land,
and our way is to partner in this enterprise,
first and foremost because it is a great
mitzva to do so! Furthermore, the only way
that we might influence others, and return
them to an appreciation for the beauty of
our tradition, is through love and unity-not
through harsh words or arguments, and
certainly not through any inappropriate
speech, because after all, the Torah tells us
that the afflictions affect our homes as a
result of lashon hara!”
Yehi Ratzon, as we reflect on 73 years since
the establishment of Medinat Yisrael, and
as we emerge from very challenging and
uncertain times, may we take to heart
this powerful teaching from the Rebbe of
Husiyatin zy’a, and realize that the recipe
for bringing an end to an affliction, and to
revealing wondrous treasures, is to to see
beyond our differences, realize the sacred
value of unity, and to use the Koach HaDibur
to share messages of hope and love, and not
chas v’shalom to utilize speech in a way that
is harmful or divisive.

We buy your Gold & Silver
Personal home service - 30 years experience
We also buy silverware, gold & silver coins!

Please send me a picture to Whatsapp for free appraisals

972-54-219-2428
mail: absaffran@gmail.com

Follow Us
On Facebook

I pay cash! I will meet you where you want! Customer service!
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU KASHRUT
RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
PAGE BY
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center
for Kashrut Education

Chametz Products
after Pesach

O

ur Sages instituted that chametz
that was owned by a Jew over
Pesach, known as chametz she’avar
alav hapesach, may not be eaten even after
the chag. Chametz she’avar alav hapesach
was equated by our Sages with chametz
on Pesach, and therefore numerous stringencies were added to this decree. These
include benefiting from chametz she’avar
alav hapesach after Pesach and from chametz that was accidently left under Jewish
ownership. This article examines the
extent of the prohibition.
Chametz after midday of erev Pesach
Later authorities (see Biur Halacha 443)
discuss someone who was unable to destroy
or sell his chametz until after midday on
erev Pesach. Many later authorities are
lenient in this case since the prohibition of
eating chametz on erev Pesach comes from
verses regarding korbanot (sacrifices),
and our Sages expanded it to prohibit
benefiting from chametz on erev Pesach
as well. Since erev Pesach is not part of
the original biblical prohibition of eating
and benefiting from chametz, one may
be lenient if chametz was sold or given
to a non-Jew before dusk on erev Pesach.
(See Pri Megadim 448, Mishbetzot Zahav
40
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6, Sha’agat Aryeh 79, Sha’arei Teshuva
448:15). For example, if someone realized
he had an expensive bottle of whisky that
was not sold for Pesach, he may ask a nonJew to take it as a present on erev Pesach.
If the non-Jew decides to give it back after
Pesach, it may be consumed.
Products included in the decree
All pure chametz products are included
in the decree of chametz she’avar alav
haPesach. This includes bread, pasta,
cookies and the like. (Mixtures, such
as soup powders, will be discussed in a
separate article.) Later authorities disagree
regarding the status of chametz smaller
than a kezayit (a halachic measurement,
between 11 and 50 cc). It would seem from
the Magen Avraham (see Biur Halacha 447)
that since less than a kezayit of chametz is
not included in the biblical transgression
of chametz on Pesach, there is room to be
lenient and benefit from such an amount
after Pesach. However, the Chazon Ish (OC
116:18), based on different sources, rules
that there is no difference regarding size or
volume, and that even the smallest crumb is
included in the decree of chametz she’avar
alav hapesach (see Vilna Gaon 447). It seems
appropriate to rule like the Chazon Ish. For
example, if a small bag of breadcrumbs
(that was not sold) containing a very small
amount was found after Pesach, it should
not be used and must be thrown away.

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

Flour
Early halachic authorities discuss the status
of wheat flour as it relates to the prohibition
of chametz on Pesach. The production of
flour has changed over the generations.
Wheat kernels are generally tempered with
water before grinding, and certain flours
are tempered after the grinding process as
well. Based on research and supervision of
flour mills both in Israel and around the
world, the OU rules that flour is generally
considered safek chametz (doubtful
chametz) and perhaps even chametz gamur
(definite chametz). As such, flour must be
sold or disposed of before Pesach. As far as
the prohibition of chametz after Pesach, the
same rule applies. Therefore, flour that was
not sold may not be consumed after the
chag. Regarding the issue of benefit, one
should consult with a competent halachic
authority.

•

All pure chametz products, such as
bread, pasta, etc., are included in the
decree.

•

Chametz smaller than a kezayit as
well as flour are both included in the
prohibition of chametz she’avar alav
hapesach.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432

In summary:
•

The prohibition of chametz she’avar
alav hapesach includes benefiting
from this chametz, just as the original
prohibition of chametz on Pesach
includes benefit, not just eating.

•

Chametz that was sold or given away to
a non-Jew between midday and dusk
of erev Pesach may be consumed after
Pesach.
OU ISRAEL CENTER

41

RABBI AARON Editor, Torah Tidbits
GOLDSCHEIDER

Childbirth’s
Pain and
Profundity

T

he parsha begins with a mystifying
set of laws concerning a woman
who has just given birth. It dictates
that if she gives birth to a son, for example,
she is “unclean for seven days, just as she
is unclean during her monthly cycle.” She
must then wait another extended period
of time before coming in contact with holy
objects or appearing at the Temple.
At that time she is then required to bring
offerings in the Temple. One of them being
a sin-offering: “...a young common dove, or
turtle dove for a sin offering. [The Priest]
shall offer the sacrifice before God and
atone for the woman…” (Vayikra 12:6-7).
The problem is obvious. We could
understand if she had to bring a thanksgiving offering, giving thanks for her recovery
and for her child. But that is not what she
is commanded. Instead she must bring
a burnt offering - normally brought for a
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serious offense - together with a sin offering. What though is her offense? She has
just fulfilled the first commandment in the
Torah, to be fruitful and multiply” (Bereshit
1:28)1
Rabbis and scholars over the millennia
have addressed this intriguing question.
Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik adds his
unique perspective (Chumash Mesoras
HaRav, Vayikra, pp. 77-78):
The Rav first cited the Ramban who
quotes the Talmud. The mother seeks atonement after birth for the following reason:
“When a woman crouches over to give birth,
she bursts out and swears, “I will never
have relations with my husband again.”
(Commentary of Ramban 12:7). While in the
pangs of childbirth, the mother swears not
to have relations with her husband so that
she would never again have to undergo such
excruciating pain. She requires atonement
since, due to her marital obligations, her
oath cannot be fulfilled.
The Rav then cited a very different,
ostensibly mystical, interpretation offered
1 Why did the Torah enjoin the woman
who gives birth to bring a sin- and burnt
offering? Surely a burnt-offering has no
place in this context, whilst she did not
deserve to have to bring a sin-offering,
since there is no iniquity that the woman
in childbirth committed to warrant such a
procedure! (Abrabanel 12:6)

by the Kli Yakar, Rabbi Shlomo Ephraim
Luntschitz (1550-1619) as to why the new
mother brings a sin offering. His profound
explanation focuses on one peculiar word
in the verse; the Torah says that the mother
makes atonement ‘mi’mekor dameha, ‘for
the source of her blood’. The verse could
have simply said she atones for the blood,
what does mi’mekor, ‘the source of her
blood’ refer to?
The Kli Yakar explains that a woman’s
pain of childbirth as well as a woman’s
monthly cycle of menstruation is rooted
in the sin of Eve in the Garden of Eden in
eating from the Tree of Knowledge. The
mekor, the source of her blood and her travails in childbirth would never have come
to fruition without the sin on that fateful
day in the Garden. Therefore every Jewish
mother, after giving birth, needs to seek
atonement for that sin that still persists.
Asked Rabbi Soloveitchik, in what way
does Eve’s sin persist?
Let us look at her sin of eating from
the Tree of Knowledge and propose the
following question: If attaining wisdom
and knowledge is one of man’s most noble
endeavors why, then, did God prohibit
Adam and Eve from eating of the Tree
of Knowledge? The answer is because
God wanted man to exert effort to attain
knowledge; effortlessly gaining knowledge
violates His will.2
The effort and toil that one puts forth
towards any goal is of great value. The
process itself is enriching. It is not only

reaching the destination; it is the journey
that is ennobling. The mother still requires
atonement because she lacks an appreciation for the process that has brought
her to this day; a rejection reminiscent
of Adam and Eve when they refused the
exertion required to attain knowledge.
Rabbi Soloveitchik is suggesting that this is
symbolic of mankind’s underappreciation
of the process we engage in when we set
out to achieve a goal. Every step of the way
is important. Moreover, this critical lesson,
now conveyed to the mother, will hopefully
guide the mother in raising her child.
This notion in the context of Torah
learning, is known by the phrase - ameilut
be’Torah. The Rav not only believed in this
idea - he lived it. The following anecdote is
emblematic of a lifetime of relentless striving and dedication in his Torah study:
Rabbi Mordechai Feuerstein, an eminent student of the Rav, relayed that “one
evening during my college years, I accompanied my father who had some documents
to deliver to the Rav at his home in Brookline. As prearranged, at 10pm, we rang
the doorbell, and Rebbetzin Soloveitchik
answered the door. My father explained
that the Rav had requested the documents
we had brought. Mrs. Soloveitchik seemed
subdued and serious. She expressed her
regrets and plaintively explained, “He
hasn’t left his desk all day. Not even to eat
or drink. He came home from minyan this

2 See Rashi on Vayikra 26:3 who indicates
that Torah study must be accomplished
through exertion.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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morning and said he was troubled by a
difficult Rashi. He went into his study fourteen hours ago and still hasn’t come out.”
The envelope was left in her keeping and
we walked to the car in utter silence, with
a heightened conception of ameilut baTorah.” (Mentor of Generations, Eleff, p. 264)
Returning to the law of a mother following childbirth, the Rav perceived another
striking association between the sin of Eve
in the Garden and the need for atonement.
As we see in the opening verses of Parshat
Tazria, the Torah requires a very lengthy
period of waiting until a woman can
become purified after childbirth. This also
can be traced to the first sin. According to
the midrash (Midrash Rabbah, Kedoshim),
Adam and Eve ate from the Tree of Knowledge on Friday, and had they waited a few
more hours until the Shabbat, the fruit
of the tree would actually have been permitted to be eaten. The Rav pointed to the
sublime writings of the first Lubavitcher
Rebbe, Rebbe Shneur Zalman of Liadi who
expounded on this idea at the opening to
parshat Kedoshim (Likutei Torah): As a
punishment for Adam’s impetuousness
man must wait three years before he can

 - 110m, duplex, 8 stairs to get into building,
elevator to 1st floor, 3 bedrooms & 2 bathrooms on
bottom floor, kitchen, living room, dining room, library
and guest toilet on main floor, 20m Sukka terrace, Asking
price 4.9 M Shekels
     1st floor, Arab house,
4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of renovation,
Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest bathroom,
central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, asking
2,550,000 dollars
   – 4 rooms,1st floor, elevator, parking,
110m, asking 10,500nis
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eat from a newly planted tree (the law of
orlah found in Vayikra 19:23). Likewise
a woman must wait many days until her
niddah impurity is removed and can return
to physical contact with her husband.
The Rav commented that a plethora of
the mitzvot in the Torah teach us the importance of discipline and the ability to wait. In
one of Rav’s celebrated articles he explored
the Halacha’s emphasis on disciplined
behavior. There he also cites the powerful
example of newlyweds who are suddenly
forced to refrain from intimacy with the
onset of the wife becoming a niddah.
‘Bride and bridegroom are young, physically strong and passinaly in love with each
other. Both have patiently waited for this
rendezvous to take place. Just one more
step and their love would be fulfilled, a vision
realized. Suddenly the bride and the groom
make a movement of recoil.’
The bride and groom must now wait
and wait for many days until they are permitted to have any physical contact.
‘The heroic act did not take place in the
presence of jubilating crowds; no bards will
sing of these two modest, humble people. It
happened in the sheltered privacy of their
home, in the stillness of the night….This kind
of divine dialectical discipline is not limited
to man’s sexual life, but extends to all areas
of natural drive and temptation. The hungry
person must forego the pleasure of taking
food, no matter how strong the temptation;
men of property must forego the pleasure of
acquisition, if the latter is halachically and
morally wrong. In a word, Halacha requires
man that he possess the capability of withdrawal. “ (Tradition, 1978, ‘Catharsis’ pp.
45-46)

DIVREI MENACHEM

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF

Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

Like a Dove Returning
to Her Nest

S

o, the ever-so-long waiting period is
over. Baruch Hashem, the baby is
born! And at that precise moment,
our Parsha informs us, the ecstatic mother
is unclean! The mother undergoes a period
of purification and then – “she shall bring
a lamb…for a burnt-offering, and a young
pigeon…for a sin offering” (Vayikra 12: 1-6).
We understand that the happy mother
brings a burnt offering, which represents
a tribute to God. She has been a participant
in the most sublime of events on this
planet, the creation of human life. She thus
expresses her gratification to Hashem for
delivering her from her pain (Abarbanel).
Why, however, when the mother fulfilled
one of the most meaningful mitzvot –
indeed, the first heavenly command
– should she bring a sin offering? This
sacrifice, after all, was a means of atonement
for an unintentional transgression of a
prohibition. The very act of bringing the
sacrifice implied that the mother had
brought guilt upon herself.
But of what iniquity is she guilty? Woefully,
it has been suggested that in her pain
at childbirth, the mother inadvertently
cursed her husband or thought she would

never want to give birth again. God forbid,
she may even have entertained negative
thoughts about Hakadosh Baruch Hu in
her moments of giving birth.
Nechama Leibovitch incisively explained
why the woman brought a dove to the
Sanctuary: The homesick dove flies above
and comes looking for her nest. Likewise,
having been deprived of visiting the Beit
Hamikdash, the new mother now longs to
return to her spiritual home.
The mother is now overwhelmed. In the
spirit of R. Levi, cited in the Midrash,
she has suddenly become aware that, in
private, she was the depository of a minute
“fetid drop.” Now, she is humbly cognizant
that the Almighty transformed that drop
into a healthy human being in public in all
its majesty. The embryo was hidden in the
womb; now, wondrously, the newborn is
on show for all to see.
To cite Nechama Leibovitch, at the point
of birth, the mother is suddenly aware of
her utter insignificance before the aweinspiring majesty of her Maker. Like the
prophet Yeshayahu, she now proclaims,
“Woe is me for I am undone…for my
eyes have seen the King, Lord of Hosts”
(6:1). Thus, through her sin-offering, the
humbled mother “returns” to Hashem’s
outstretched and welcoming hands.
Shabbat Shalom!
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Dealing
with Late
Payments
and Ribbit
Question: I, a lawyer, often need to write
a contract with a clause for extra payment
if the buyer pays late. How can I do this
without making the client violate ribbit
(usury)?
Answer: In some ways, such late
payments are classic ribbit in that a person
who needs to pay must pay extra because
of the time that passed (what the gemara
calls, agar natar – the reward for waiting).
But it is/can be different from classical
ribbit in two main ways: 1. The payment is
not the return of a loan but payment for a
sale, which makes it, at worst, a Rabbinic
prohibition (Shach, Yoreh Deah 173:4); 2.

BAKA – TOWNHOUSE 220sqm,

private entrance, private elevator,
4 exposures,
central, quiet –
7,500,000nis

052-3202488
Michael
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The increase in payment is not desired by
the lender to make money, but is created
to pressure the buyer to pay on time (Shut
Harashba I:651).
Neither of these grounds for leniency
create a permitted situation alone. It is
forbidden to sell something and say that
there is a lower price if the buyer pays
on time and a higher one if he pays late
(mishna, Bava Metzia 65a; Shulchan Aruch,
YD 173:1). The Shulchan Aruch (YD 177:14)
rules that it is forbidden Rabbinically to
make a penalty for one who returns a loan
after the due date. (The Rama ad loc. does
provide a way to do so.) But when the two
lenient factors combine, it is permitted, i.e.,
one may make a legally binding condition
that if a buyer pays later than he is supposed
to, he will pay even a significant penalty
(Shulchan Aruch ibid. 18).
While this system seems to be the
solution to your problem, not all sellers
would agree to it because of the following
limitation: One may use only a one-time
penalty. Multiple penalties over time make
it considered like one who is charging
for the time, as opposed to for lack of
adherence (Shulchan Aruch ibid. 16 and
Shach ad loc. 33).
There are possible ideas to make such
an approach work. On a practical level, it
can be quite effective to make one penalty
late enough that it will not be activated
by accident and large enough to strongly

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut,
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits.

discourage delaying payment indefinitely.
(If there is basic trust between the parties
and they understand what and why they
are doing it, the seller can relinquish his
right to some of the penalty for an honest
delay, if it is not built into the binding
agreement). I have another idea, based
on the idea that it is permitted for a
borrower to pay certain loan-generated
expenses, including legal ones, which is
not considered a penalty (see The Laws
of Ribbis (Reisman), p. 78). I would thus
propose a system like this. After the one
penalty, the buyer obligates himself by
contract to pay a high but realistic fee for
a lawyer to work on the case if another
X weeks go by without full payment; this
can be followed by paying for further
actions, and eventually for the expenses
of adjudication.
Realistically, only clients who are
bnei Torah are likely to agree to such
convoluted arrangements. Therefore, the
best straightforward approach is to write
a standard late payment schedule and
include a clause that any payment that can
be construed as an interest payment is to be
governed by the provisions of a standard
heter iska. We, at Eretz Hemdah, include
such a clause in the relevant documents
available for the public.
It is best to rely on such a standard
clause only when a more specific ribbit
remedy is unavailable. A heter iska is

susceptible to the claim of ha’arama (lack
of serious intent), especially if the sides
lack even general understanding of its
mechanism (see opinions in Brit Yehuda
35:4 and Torat Ribbit 16:1). The mechanism
(sharing assumed profits and dangers)
can justify only moderate price increases.
However, despite reservations, heter iska is
a legitimate halachic tool when not abused,
and it is a necessity as a halachic alternative
within Jewish financial institutions and
interactions.
If you made your client aware of your
recommendation for a heter iska (you can
mention that all the major Israeli banks
have one) and he or the other side refuse
to include it, you can still work on the case
(development of that topic is beyond our
scope – see The Laws of Ribbis, p. 58).
Eretz Hemdah has begun a participatory
Zoom class - "Behind the Scenes with the
Vebbe Rebbe" - an analytical look at the
sources, methodology, and considerations
behind our rulings, with Rav Daniel Mann.
Contact info@eretzhemdah.org to join.

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or
Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626
beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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Puah for Fertility and
RABBI GIDEON Machon
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha
WEITZMAN

Finding
the Hidden
Treasure

I

n this week’s parsha the Torah promises us then when we get to the Land
of Israel we will experience contamination of our houses. The cohen will come
and declare the house impure, which will
eventually lead to removing the affected
stones from the home.
Rashi asks why does the Torah promise
that this will happen rather than warning
us against such an eventuality? He answers
that the Canaanites hid their treasure
behind stones in their houses, hoping no
one would ever discover it. Only as a result
of removing the impure stones did the
Jews find this hidden loot and were able to
benefit from it.
Even though we may suffer from illness

and strife we must believe that God has a
plan for us and it is for our own benefit.
We are not always fortunate enough to be
able to see this, but believe that it is always
the case.
Yochanan and Reut had been married
for a decade and had one daughter.
After she was born Reut did not become
pregnant again, and the couple started
to get worried. They had great faith and
continued to try naturally, but every month
became a struggle. Their prayers and hopes
of achieving a pregnancy were dashed time
and time again.
Reut was becoming desperate and could
not understand why this was happening to
them. They were religious; Yochanan spent
all of his spare time learning Torah, they
both volunteered at a local soup kitchen
and were wonderful parents to their
daughter. Why was God punishing them in
this way?
Eventually they went to a doctor and
he started running a whole battery of tests.

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive
local expert investment advice

CALL

02-624-0995 054-599-9530

aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il www.aaronkatsman.com
Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA
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The couple felt that this was unnecessary;
they had one child, were young and healthy,
they did not want to undergo more and
more tests and were uncomfortable with
the excessive medical interventions.
After examining Yochanan, the doctor
called them immediately with a serious
concern that something was wrong. He had
discovered a growth in one of the testicles
that needed attention. Testing revealed
that it was testicular cancer and Yochanan
underwent emergency surgery.
After a long convalescence and treatment Yochanan and Reut has two more
children. Today Yochanan is healthy and
the couple look back and realize that were
it not for their period of infertility they
may never had discovered the cancer, with
potentially fatal results. In their case it was
clear why they needed to undergo fertility
testing;
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To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried
apricots and banana chips imported from
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank
Hashem for bringing you to this land in
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה,
imbibing
thatpatients
Kedusha
Now also seeing
at the in every bite that
LaBriut
Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100
you
take!!

Meir
Golan
www.golan-realestate.net

Old Katamon: Charming 4-room apartment,
Meir Golan
architecturally renovated, Sukkah balcony, green open
view,
3,090,000:NIS
Old
Katamon
4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101
Oldrenovated,
Katamon:
4-room
101sqm,
renovated,
sqm,
very
bright apartment,
and airy, master
bedroom,
Safe room
master bedroom,
Safe room,
sukkah balcony,
(mamad),
sukkah balcony,
view, elevator,
3,400,000view,
NIS
elevator, 3,400,000NIS
Kiryat
Shmuel:
4-roomapartment,
apartment,
sukkah
Old
Katamon
: 4-room
9095sqm,
sqm, well
split, bright, airy,
balcony,
rarefacing
panoramic
view, Shabbat
elevator,
private
sukkah
balcony
a magnificent
panoramic
view, 3
exp. Shabbat
parking,
3,290,000NIS
elevator,
parking,
3,290,000 NIS
Rechavia: 5-room apartment, 130sqm, balconies,
4 exposures,
elevator,
small
and quiet
building
Old
Katamon
: Spacious
3-room
apartment
in a very quiet street, 7
4,950,000NIS
sqm,
sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat
Nayot:private
very spacious
5-room garden
apartment,
elevator,
parking, storeroom,
2,690,000
NIS
139sqm, 100sqm garden, sunny, private entrance,
storage and parking, 5,900,000NIS
Rasko: various new apartments 2/3/4/5 rooms in new
Tama 38 project, high specifications, parking, elevator
Givat Mordechai: 3 & 4-room apartments,
renovated, bright, elevator, parking, warehouse
1,690,000/2,250,000NIS
Baka: 3-room apartment, completely renovated,
elevator, parking, balcony to a nice green park,
1,850,000NIS

OU ISRAEL CENTER

49

RABBI MOSHE
TARAGIN

Yom Ha’atzmaut:
Annual Cheshbon
Hanefesh for
Redemption

W

e envision the original redemption from Egypt as a unilateral
process driven solely by Divine
intervention. The Jewish slaves were too
feeble and too frail to actively initiate their
own liberation. Yet, the book of Yechezkel portrays a very different narrative.
According to this version, Hashem invited
the Jewish people to launch their salvation by taking the first step. Sadly, Jews
had sunken into the depths of Egyptian
pagan culture. Hashem invited them to
author their recovery by retreating from
this vulgar world of idols and black magic.
Regrettably, the Jews remained impassive
declining the Divine offer. Hashem’s “ preliminary “ thought was to terminate Jewish
history abandoning the Jews to their Egyptian prison.
By describing this alternate storyline of
Yetziat Mitzrayim, sefer Yechezkel raises a
provocative question which Sefer Shemot
“overlooks”: If the Jews betrayed Hashem’s
offer and warranted annihilation, why, ultimately, were they redeemed? Yechezkel’s
answer is powerful: Though they didn’t deserve redemption, the Jews were redeemed
50
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Ram, Yeshivat Har Eztion

for the sake of G-d’s name. Two and a
half millennia had elapsed and humanity
was still adrift in theological confusion,
worshipping grotesque man made gods.
Finally, Avraham discovered the one unitary source of all reality and instilled this
belief in his family and followers. The family evolved into a nation and, currently,
that nation was primed to launch the
great march of monotheism which would
revolutionize the world. Destroying the
Jewish people at that critical juncture of
history would have reversed this process.
Any regression of Hashem’s presence in
this world is a ‘chilul Hashem’. The Jews
in Egypt were redeemed not because their
behavior merited, but because the alternative would constitute too great a chilul
Hashem.
The revolutions of Jewish history aren’t
always human-based or human-influenced. The Jewish people are sometimes
redeemed as part of a larger celestial
drama. We often benefit from larger concerns which our national experience is
fused to.
So it was in Egypt 3300 years ago and so
it was 73 years ago. It is difficult to imagine
that our generation deserved redemption where previous generations did not.
Each generation possesses its own merits
and its own valor, but it would be historically myopic and disrespectful to previous
generations to assume that our “record”

was superior to theirs. We may not have
deserved redemption, but historical conditions warranted that a redemptive act
reshape history.
The Holocaust wasn’t just an attack
against the Jewish people. Those five years
comprised the darkest period in modern
human history and, lamentably, were
years in which Hashem’s presence was
indiscernible to the broader world. People
of faith can detect Divine presence regardless of historical circumstance, but to the
average bystander G-d had abandoned his
world to malicious forces. A chilul Hashem
of that magnitude required a response –
one which would reintroduce G-d into the
modern world.
Our redemption in 1948 was uncannily similar to our original redemption
from Egypt. We may not have deserved redemption but the cosmic stakes of the 20th
century determined that the Jewish people
must be restored to illuminate Hashem’s
presence in a darkened world. The rise and
fall of Jewish History impacts the presence
of Hashem in our world. As we surge G-d’s
presence advances; as we slip, G-d’s presence recedes.
Yom Ha’atzmaut is an annual opportunity to celebrate our redemption, but
also, to assess the pace and success of our
redemption. Redemption isn’t just a gift it
is a responsibility, a duty and a process. A
process we accelerate or “brake” with our
decisions and behavior.
In many aspects the Kiddush Hashem of
the State of Israel continues its spectacular
and dizzying advance. Against all odds our
nation has developed into a regional superpower, an economic giant, and a world

leader in science, technology and education. Recently, we have begun sharing our
abundance. By exporting agro-technology,
medical treatment and energy to the world
we are actualizing Hashem’s ancient pronouncement that Avraham’s children will
provide global prosperity. The regional
reconciliation which the Abraham Accords
have instigated contains further potential
for Kiddush Hashem. These treaties are
founded upon the practicalities of international politics but they have alleviated
local tensions while providing potential for
larger regional symbiosis.
Unfortunately, domestically we haven’t
been nearly as successful in advancing
kiddush Hashem. The corona crisis held
potential for national unity. Theoretically,
a national health crisis could have served
as a rallying point to unite our diverse population against a common threat which
doesn’t discriminate between race or religion. Initially, during the early stages of
the pandemic, patriotic sentiment and the
ethos of “sacrificing for common welfare”
yielded national unity. However, as the
pandemic progressed, uneven adherence
to health guidelines and politicization of
the pandemic exposed latent rifts within
Israeli society. Social and political tensions
have increased and greater national unity
still remains elusive.
The arc of Jewish redemption is shaped
by the larger drama of Hashem’s expanding and contracting presence in our world.
We celebrate the great shift which occurred
73 years ago just as we yearn for a more
accelerated pace. On Yom Ha’atzmaut we
examine how we succeeded and how we
failed in our efforts to hasten this process.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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DIVREI TORAH FROM
YESHIVOT AND SEMINARIES
Torah Tidbits is proud to highlight the many outstanding Rabbis and
teachers that lead the various Yeshivot and Seminaries here in Israel.

MIDRESHET TORAT CHESED, NETANYA
At Midreshet Torat Chessed, we believe in the power of a multi-faceted
year-in-Israel experience. Our program combines serious Torah learning
with meaningful and intensive chessed in a way that is life altering, as each aspect mutually
enhances the other. Our students spend their mornings and evenings immersed in Torah
learning, and then devote their afternoons to the amazing children of Bet Elazraki.

Shira Melamed
Director, Midreshet
Torat Chesed
Quarantine is a word that we
have all become accustomed to.
If once, the concept was foreign, maybe
perhaps even a bit historic, today it is part
of our everyday vernacular.
Today’s Covid protection protocols require
a person to quarantine at even the most
minimal exposure.
This week’s Parsha might have seemed out
of date or irrelevant in the past. But while
reading it this year, it resonates differently.
We are taught of purity, impurity and the
need to quarantine, to separate. These val-

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography
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ues are crucial and are here to teach us
instructive lessons.
Hashem tells Moshe to inform the Jewish
People that they must separate and isolate
when impure or not well.

'ד:ֳר ּה י"ב
ָֽ ְמ֥י ָֽטה
ֵ ד־מלֹ֖את י
ְ ש לֹ֣א ָתבֹ֔א ַע
֙ ׁל־ה ִּמ ְק ָּד
ַ ְא
ֶ א־ת ָּג֗ע ו
ִ ֹֽל
She shall not touch anything holy, nor may
she enter the Sanctuary

'ד:ָמים י"ג
ִֽ ת־ה ֶּנ֖גַע ִׁש ְב ַע֥ת י
ַ ו ְִה ְס ִּג֧יר ַה ּכ ֵֹה֛ן ֶא
The Kohen shall quarantine the [person
with the] lesion for seven days.

ל"א:ֻּמ ָא ָת֑ם י"ד
ְ ׂ ָר ֵא֖ל ִמט
ת־ב ֵֽני־ ִי ְש
ְּ ַר ֶּת֥ם ֶא
ְ ו ְִה ּז
And you shall separate the children of
Israel from their uncleanness
Whenever we are impure, the first thing
we must do is create distance between ourselves and those around us.
As Jews, we know and understand the
importance of looking out for another.

Tending and caring to those around us is an
integral part of our 613 commandments.
ואהבת לרעך כמוך זה כלל גדול בתורה אמר רבי עקיבא
Rashi instructs us that the mitzvot of ben
adam lchcavero require loving the one I am
helping. Not only do we have commandments to help all those around us, we are
literally commanded to love. ) א,(רש”י שבת לא
The Maharal expands the idea by conditioning the performance of all of the 613
mitzvot on loving a fellow Jew. Full Faith
in Hashem requires a certain modesty, it
requires the ability to see beyond one’s
own needs and desires. It requires the
ability to love another. (מהר”ל נתיבות עולם נתיב
הרע פרק א
ֵ )’אהבת.
The self-sacrifice involved while quarantining is merely an extension of the Torah’s
expectation of us. We are expected to make
the world a better place and love one’s
neighbor like oneself.
However, this week’s Parsha puts much
focus on another reason for quarantine.
Yes, of course, we must do it for others, but
ב"ה
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we also must quarantine for ourselves.
When we are not at our best, when we
are impure, the Torah tells us that the first
thing we must do is stay away. We must
build ourselves again on our own, without
noise or critique from the outside.
It is human nature to fall.

כי שבע יפול צדיק וקם ורשעים יכשלו ברעה (משלי
)טז:כד
Even the tzadik will repeatedly struggle.
The difference between a Tzadik and a
rasha is that the Tzadik will invest to regain
his elevated stature.
The Torah teaches us in Tazria-Metzora
that we separate ourselves when we are
impure, in order to pause, reflect and grow.
Life is a perpetual rollercoaster, and we are
constantly in motion. Even during a world
pandemic, we continue to work, cook,
clean, tend to children, make deadlines, fit
in family and friends; without noticing, we
sometimes lose ourselves along the way.
We all have moments when we are not the

Join The Fun!

Special For Our Readers!
Have your photo appear on the cover of Torah Tidbits

Submit a picture that captures the spirit of Lag Baomer Deadline April 20
and of Yom Yerushalayim Deadline April 30
Please send your high resolution photo to aarong@ouisrael.org
(Image will be cropped to this size: 13.8X18.2 cm, 300 dpi)
We are looking forward to seeing your amazing shots!
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best version of who we are meant to be.
The danger exists, when we do not have
the time to notice.
David Hamelech tells us

-)א:אשרי איש אשר לא הלך בעצת רשעם (תהילים א
“Praiseworthy is the man who does not
walk in the counsel of the wicked. “
Enlish Speaking Law Firm

Orit Madar, Adv.
Family Law and Mediation
Divorce, Child support, Custody
Inheritance & Wills

Yariv Madar, Adv.
Body Injuries, Medical Malpractice
Civil Litigation
Hilel 10 Jerusaem/36 Dam hamakabin Modiin,
02-6255592, 050-3202909
Madar@netvision.net.il

The Talmud in Masechet Avoda Zara
explains the risk in simply walking with others who are not positive influences on me

 סופו לישב- ואם עמד.סופו לעמוד-אם הלך. If he
walks (with them), he will eventually stand
(with them). If he stands, he will eventually sit.
If we do not “quarantine” or pause and
reflect when we are not our best selves, we
ultimately miss an opportunity for meaningful growth.
Hashem tells us to go into quarantine when
we see the first sign of leprosy so that we
have the time to reflect in isolation. We
are forced to stop walking with those who
encourage negative behavior, and who
influence us to develop destructive habits
that are difficult to break.
In a world where Covid related quarantine
is commonplace, we must continue to separate from those around us, for our love for
mankind. But we must also focus on the
opportunity that comes with simply stopping. We cannot look at our actions, reflect,
build ourselves into what we were meant
to be, if we do not make the time to do so.
We all have an overwhelming amount of
untapped potential, we simply need to
make the time to discover it.
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ARNONA - new on the market! 6 bedroom garden apartARNONA5 BEDROOM
ment,
170m, 107mAMAZING
garden, 3 parking
spaces, storage,
elevator, a.c, private heating, only 3,415,000nis

TOWNHOUSE

RASKO - GIVAT ORANIM - 3 bedrooms, 109m, 1st floor,
Succa balcony, storage, renovated, a.c, private heating,
light & airy, green, good location, only 2,790,000nis
ARNONA - new building - 2 bedrooms, Shabbat elevator, parking, amazing view of the Old City, en suite,
light, a/c, private heating, amazing price 2,090,000nis
BAKA- Derech Chevron - 1.5 bedrooms, 50m garden,
private entrance, easy access, no steps, a/c, private
heating, walking to the kotel, good for investment

bedroom
townhouse,
CASPI5ST
- 4 bedrooms,
140m on one166sqm,
level + unit for
rent, 2ndprivate
floor, elevator,
balcony,
custom
interior, new,
entrance,
easy
access,
luxurious, a/c, underfloor heating, very quiet, unique
fully
renovated,
50sqm
garden,
high standard
50sqm balcony, nice, airy, full of

ARNONA - 3 bedrooms, elevator, parking, storage, a/c,
light,
serious
sellers,
attractive
pricevery
private
heating,
ensuite,
balcony,
airy, full of light,
nice living space, new kitchen, close to Baka

077-215-1200
054-246-0246
077-215-1200 ////054-246-0246
בס״ד

Need Storage ?

MAXI BoX
The place for extra space

Beit-Shemesh

Jerusalem

Modiin

053-7272-815
www.premiummoving.co.il
Like us on facebook
moving-”הובלות אייל
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Mortgage
RATES at
historic
LOWS for
refinance
& purchase

Best Listings in Jerusalem

Great Family Apartment In Old Katamon
4 Rooms, Includes Ensuite, Tastefully Renovated, Spacious,
110 sqm, Sukkah Balcony (12 sqm), Central A/C + Heat,
Full of Light and Air, Parking, Elevator, Private Land

Luxury Duplex Garden
Apartment In Baka
4 Bedrooms,
205 sqm + 190 sqm Garden,
2 Covered Parking Spaces,
All amenities included,
Built to Highest Standards

Gorgeous Duplex
PH in Baka

Purchase / Refinance Rates
(Non-inflation linked)*
Special rates up to 75% LTV:

4 Bedrooms,
Breathtaking Views,
All Amenities Included,
Built To Highest Standards

30 year 3.85%
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%

Exclusive Apartment
on Caspi Street

4.5 Rooms,1.5 Baths,
3rd Floor, Shabbat Elevator,
Central A/C + Heat,
4 Exposures, 2 Large Storages
(Can Be Combined),
Rare and Quiet, View

For well qualified borrowers

firstisrael.com

Gem in Arnona
Upgraded 3 Bedrooms, 2
Baths, 2 Balconies (1
Sukkah), High Floor,
Spectacular Views,
Shabbat Elevator, 2
Parking Spots, Storage,
Great ROI

02-625-2555

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv

Yitchak Kowalsky
054-766-0338
Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com

*Rates are for qualified borrowers and are current as of
the printing of this advertisement but are subject to
change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and
are for illustrative purposes only.
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the story that has been passed down fro

doesn’t change the ways of his tongue then
his clothes are “changed” by Tzara’at. If he
improves then he becomes tahor, if he continues to speak poorly about others, then
his clothes are burned and his skin will be
infected with Tzara’at. Then he will have to
be quarantined. Being all alone, where he
will not have the opportunity to speak with
anyone at all he may realize that it’s not wise
to continue speaking poorly about others.
In this day and age when the media
is filled with people talking derogatorily
about each other, and when everyone likes
to talk badly about Israel it is so easy to follow the atmosphere and be loose with our
tongues as well. Wouldn’t it be nice to have
a way to remind us to be more careful and
talk “lashon tov – good words” about others
around us and about the land of Israel that
we live in. According to the Rambam that is
what Tzara’at is. A reminder to the person
– that he has spoken Lashon Hara and he
should be more careful next time.
As we slowly get back to normal after
our year of Corona when we were physically distanced from so many people, and
when many experienced their own quarantines when they were alone, we must be
careful not to “socially distance” people by
how we speak about them. We can take the
lessons of Tzara’at as a true blessing to help
us build our character in how we communicate positively with and about all those
around us.

RECIPE
If a person’s house gets signs of Tzara’at on
it then the Cohen will examine the house to
see if there are penetrating streaks that are

bright green or bright red which appear to
be below the surface of the wall (14:37). To
purify the house he shall bring two birds.
So this week’s recipe includes chicken (foulthe birds) and both red and green peppers
to remind about the Tzara’at on the house.
In the process of determining if the house
is pure or impure the Kohen may instruct
that they remove the stones of the house –
so in the recipe we use chicken pieces that
look like stones.

GREEN AND RED PEPPER
CHICKEN STIR FRY
10 fresh mushrooms (optional)
500 g chicken breast, cut into pieces
3 tablespoons oil
5 slices ginger
1 green pepper, sliced
1 red pepper, sliced
1 tablespoon wine
1tablespoon cornstarch
1/2 teaspoon oil
1 pinch salt
Mix last 4 ingredients to make a marinade sauce. Add chicken and mushrooms
and marinate for at least an hour. Heat 1
tablespoon of oil and stir fry the chicken
till about 80% cooked. Put aside. Heat up
the remaining oil and stir fry the ginger
until aromatic. Add in the bell peppers and
stir-fry until you smell the peppery aroma.
Add the chicken pieces and stir to combine
with the peppers. Add in the mushroom
and remaining sauce. While frying, stir
continuously until the sauce thickens and
the chicken is completely cooked. Dish out
and serve immediately.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
Gavriel Novick,
Director of Regional
Development
Steps Forward
In the beginning of Parshat
Metzora the Torah describes that
someone with tzaraat must go to the
kohen or “v’huva el hakohen” to start the
purification process. However the next
pasuk states that the kohen goes out or
“vayetze hakohen” to meet with such a
person in need of purification. These two
adjacent pasukim seem contradictory.
Does the one with tzaraat need to approach
the kohen or does the kohen need to step
forward to approach the one plagued with
tzaraat?
The mussar seforim use this dilemma to
explain the successful model of teaching
and inspiring. On the one hand individuals
need to seek purity themselves. They
need to reach out to gain wisdom and

open themselves to inspiration. Yet, at the
same time our teachers need to also take
those first steps. They need to initiate and
approach others they can teach. They need
to draw them in and help them to take their
own steps forward.
The Regional and Chapter Directors of NCSY
Israel, as well as the entire advising staff
have adopted this process of interaction.
Our NCSY Israel teens are consistently
taking leadership roles, planning new
events and starting new initiatives. At the
same time, our talented, passionate and
caring advisors and staff members also
step forward, often encouraging those who
may be on the sidelines and motivating
those who otherwise might have been
left out. This is the model of achieving
purity outlined in the parsha and one we
practice at NCSY Israel. As we inspire the
Jewish future everyone needs to take steps
forward.

Talia Rapps
12th Grade, Efrat
The Kohen Within Us
The main topic of these parshiyot is the idea
of טומאה וטהרה- impurity and purity. Tazria
- Metzora mainly deals with the matter of
tzara’at (leprosy). Tzara’at is a skin disease,
brought on by one speaking Lashon Hara.
Someone who is affected by tzara’at, also
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known as a מצורע, must quarantine by
themselves until they are pronounced clean
by the Kohen . Only then are they permitted
to return back to their homes.
The Kohen that treats the  מצורעhas a
very unique job. It is part Kohen, part
doctor, and part social worker. No one
else can see the  מצורעbesides the Kohen.
This creates a special connection between
them. The Kohen must put aside his other
duties in order to care for this person, and
perform the tasks in order to restore their
cleanliness and allow them to return to
their community.
Although this mitzvah isn’t entirely
applicable to our lives today , I think we
can learn a lot from it. It teaches us the
importance of caring for other people,
especially ones that are on the outside.
Each one of us must fill the role of the
Kohen, and try to help one another as much
as we can.
We have to bring people in, instead of
pushing them away. Not only does each
person have the individual responsibility
of being the best person they can be,
there is also a social responsibility to help
one another in order to build a strong
community.
-----------------------------------NCSY Israel is the premier organization
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire,
empower, and help teen olim with "Klita" to
the Land of Israel by encouraging passionate
Judaism through Torah
and Tradition. Find out
more at israel.ncsy.org

SHIUR SPONSORS
Mon. April 19 - Rabbi Shor’s shiur is sponsored by
Rose Wolfeld  לעילוי נשמתher dear husband
Reuven ben Shmuel Halevi z”l on his 4th Yahrzeit
Wednesday, April 21 - Rabbi Nadel’s shiur is being
sponsored in loving memory of Mrs. Sally Brauer
( )שרה רבקה בת מאיר ע”הof Chicago,
by her family, on her sixth yahrzeit - 9 Iyar
Rabbi Shor’s Monday evening shiurim
during the month of April are sponsored by
Ori and Naomi Carmel in the merit of a
refuah shleima for Ephraim Avraham ben Rachel
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin’s shiurim
have been sponsored by a generous donor
Rabbi Manning’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of an
aliya neshama for Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,
Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l
and Eliana bat Yaakov a”h
Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of a
refuah shelaima for Janet bat Hannah
Rabbi Taub’s weekly Parshat HaShavua Shiur
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

New on the Market - Mini Penthouse in
Savyoni Arnona - 3.5 rooms, Sukka mirpeset,
lobby, parking, storage, Amazing views,
Shabbat elevator. 2.49m nis
Bustan Baka - 3 rooms, 75m, 2 full bathrooms,
1 floor up with Shabbat elevator, private
parking and storage room. Move in shape.
2.75m nis
For Rent in the German Colony - 4 rooms
with parking, perfect for young family or 3
roommates. 5400 NIS

רפואה שלמה

יהודה מאיר בן יקירה
אפרים אברהם בן רבקה
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Real Life Rescues
Saving A Life In A Kfar Saba Library

1221

Kfar Saba - On Sunday morning, just after 10:00 a.m. a man in his 60s was browsing
through some book in the municipal library of Kfar Saba when he suffered a cardiac
arrest and collapsed on the floor. Worried staff members rushed to the man’s aid, and
seeing that he was unconscious, called emergency services for help.
United Hatzalah volunteer Avishai Levy, who recently moved from Tiberias to Kfar
Saba because of the Coronavirus, had spent a late night out on Saturday night and
was taking a late morning. Having just gotten into his car in order to go to work in the
nearby town of Herzliya where he works at Microsoft, Avishai’s adrenaline kicked into
action when his communications device chirped, alerting him that he was one of the
closest responders to the emergency. Wasting no time, Avishai told the dispatcher that
he was en route and rushed to the scene.
Avishai arrived at the scene at the same time as an ambulance, which happened to be
just a few blocks away from the emergency when it occurred. Together, Avishai and the
ambulance crew rushed into the library to find the patient unconscious and without
a pulse. The team launched into a full CPR procedure, attaching a defibrillator which
administered three shocks, performing compressions, providing assisted breathing,
and administering medications.
“What really amazed me was how quickly the man’s pulse returned,” said Avishai.
“Most of the time when I am called to perform CPR, it is a lengthy process, but this
time, thanks to our quick intervention, the man’s pulse returned after just a few
minutes of CPR.”
As onlookers and staff let out an audible sigh of
relief, the man was transported to the hospital while
sedated and intubated, but in stable condition.
“There is little that can get a person’s adrenaline going
as quickly as responding to a medical emergency
involving CPR first thing in the morning,” Avishai
added. “Doing CPR when one is starting out their day
can be difficult because it takes a lot of energy, both
mental and physical, and one isn’t always up for that
first thing in the day. On the other hand, it really is
a great feeling to take with me throughout the rest
of the day knowing that I saved a life. That is a truly
inspiring feeling.”
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SECOND ANNUAL

MAY 2ND 2021

PST: 10AM | EST: 1PM | UK: 6PM | ISRAEL: 8PM
A Live Streaming Event
Honoring First Responders and
Celebrating One Year of Eli Beerʼs Return to Israel
Featuring Special Guest Jay Leno

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RAPHAEL RECANATI
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

at IDC HERZLIYA

The Raphael Recanati International School
is wishing Israel

A HAPPY
INDEPENDENCE
DAY!
LIVE IN ISRAEL, STUDY IN ENGLISH
UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS
• Business Administration
• Business & Economics
(double major)
• Communications
• Computer Science (BSc)
• Entrepreneurship & Business (double major)
• Entrepreneurship, BA & Computer Science,
BSc (double major)
• Government
• Sustainability & Government (double major)
• Psychology
ONE SEMESTER / ONE YEAR / FULL DEGREE

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS
MA

•
•
•
•
•
•

Behavioral Economics
Counter-Terrorism & Homeland Security Studies
Diplomacy & Conflict Studies
Financial Economics
Human-Computer Interaction (HCI)
Organizational Behavior & Development (OBD)

GLOBAL MBA
• Innovation & Entrepreneurship
• Strategy & Business Development
MBA • One-Year MBA
• Healthcare Innovation
MSc • Machine Learning & Data Science

For more information:

+972 9 9602700

+972 54 5628121

www.rris.idc.ac.il

rris.registrar@idc.ac.il

