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Steps Forward

In the beginning of Parshat
Metzora the Torah describes that
someone with tzaraat must go to the
kohen or “v’huva el hakohen” to start the
purification process. However the next
pasuk states that the kohen goes out or
“vayetze hakohen” to meet with such a
person in need of purification. These two
adjacent pasukim seem contradictory.
Does the one with tzaraat need to approach
the kohen or does the kohen need to step
forward to approach the one plagued with
tzaraat?

The mussar seforim use this dilemma to
explain the successful model of teaching
and inspiring. On the one hand individuals
need to seek purity themselves. They
need to reach out to gain wisdom and
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open themselves to inspiration. Yet, at the
same time our teachers need to also take
those first steps. They need to initiate and
approach others they can teach. They need
to draw them in and help them to take their
own steps forward.

The Regional and Chapter Directors of NCSY
Israel, as well as the entire advising staff
have adopted this process of interaction.
Our NCSY Israel teens are consistently
taking leadership roles, planning new
events and starting new initiatives. At the
same time, our talented, passionate and
caring advisors and staff members also
step forward, often encouraging those who
may be on the sidelines and motivating
those who otherwise might have been
left out. This is the model of achieving
purity outlined in the parsha and one we
practice at NCSY Israel. As we inspire the
]ew1sh future everyone needs to take steps
Z - forward.

Talia Rapps
12t Grade, Efrat

The Kohen Within Us

The main topic of these parshiyot is the idea
of mnw nxmu- impurity and purity. Tazria
- Metzora mainly deals with the matter of
tzara’at (leprosy). Tzara’at is a skin disease,
brought on by one speaking Lashon Hara.
Someone who is affected by tzara’at, also



known as a vmym, must quarantine by
themselves until they are pronounced clean
by the Kohen . Only then are they permitted
to return back to their homes.

The Kohen that treats the vxn has a
very unique job. It is part Kohen, part
doctor, and part social worker. No one
else can see the umyn besides the Kohen.
This creates a special connection between
them. The Kohen must put aside his other
duties in order to care for this person, and
perform the tasks in order to restore their
cleanliness and allow them to return to
their community.

Although this mitzvah isn’t entirely
applicable to our lives today , I think we
can learn a lot from it. It teaches us the
importance of caring for other people,
especially ones that are on the outside.
Each one of us must fill the role of the
Kohen, and try to help one another as much
as we can.

We have to bring people in, instead of
pushing them away. Not only does each
person have the individual responsibility
of being the best person they can be,
there is also a social responsibility to help
one another in order to build a strong
community. |
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SHIUR SPONSORS

Mon. April 19 - Rabbi Shor’s shiur is sponsored by
Rose Wolfeld nwa 177w her dear husband
Reuven ben Shmuel Halevi 2’ on his 4th Yahrzeit

Wednesday, April 21 - Rabbi Nadel’s shiur is being
sponsored in loving memory of Mrs. Sally Brauer
(M"v "'8m N2 a0 mw) of Chicago,
by her family, on her sixth yahrzeit - 9 lyar

Rabbi Shor’s Monday evening shiurim
during the month of April are sponsored by
Ori and Naomi Carmel in the merit of a
refuah shleima for Ephraim Avraham ben Rachel

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin’s shiurim
have been sponsored by a generous donor

Rabbi Manning’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of an
aliya neshama for Matisyahu ben Yisrael 2”1,
Aharon ben Menachem Lev 2”1
and Eliana bat Yaakov a"h

Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of a
refuah shelaima for Janet bat Hannah

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Parshat HaShavua Shiur
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation
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New on the Market - Mini Penthouse in
Savyoni Arnona - 3.5 rooms, Sukka mirpeset,
lobby, parking, storage, Amazing views,
Shabbat elevator. 2.49m nis

Bustan Baka - 3 rooms, 75m, 2 full bathrooms,
1 floor up with Shabbat elevator, private
parking and storage room. Move in shape.
2.75m nis

For Rent in the German Colony - 4 rooms

with parking, perfect for young family or 3
roommates. 5400 NIS
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