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Storytelling

I am currently taking a course on inno-
vation. One of the things we learned 
is the importance of storytelling. We 

were told our “pitch” should include the 
“why” – the personal story behind our cre-
ative project. My project is a popup book 
for kids. Why? I grew up in a house with 
lots of books, lots of art and a father who 
was an engineer. Therefore I always loved 
those kinds of books that combine beau-
tiful artwork and humor with amazing 
paper engineering. I love them even more 
now when I am able to read them with my 
grandchildren and see their eyes light up 
with excitement. 

Aren’t the stories in all TED talks what 
make them so popular, and watched and 
shared so many times?

Just this week in the class I’m giving in 
English on Zoom on memory improvement 
at Herzog College, I also taught about 
using the story method for memory 
improvement. Taking a list that one wants 
to remember, and linking the objects in 
one’s mind into a creative (meaning silly) 
story, makes it easier to remember the list. 

A verse (10:2) in this week’s portion also 
talks about telling a story. “So that you 
may tell the story, in the ears of your son 

and son’s son of how I made a mockery 
of the Egyptians….”. Rabbi Weinreb in his 
book, “The Person in the Parasha” points 
out something fascinating that the Belzer 
Rebbe teaches on the verse. He says that 
Moshe’s own sons, Gershom and Eliezer, 
were left behind in Egypt when he went 
on God’s mission. They “missed out on 
the show” to say. They didn’t experience 
all the amazing miracles of the Exodus 
from Egypt and the splitting of the Reed 
Sea. The Belzer Rebbe asks why? He says 
that God wanted Moshe to model for us 
what parents must do for their children 
– tell them the story of the Exodus. The 
word “you” is singular in the verse – to 
refer to Moshe. God instructed him to tell 
the Exodus story to his sons who had not 
experienced it. Only one generation of 
Jews experienced the actual redemption 
from Egypt, but every generation is able to 
experience it virtually if their parents tell 
them the story.

For the Pesach events we don’t need to 
invent a story like in the memory technique 
I taught. The deliverance from Egypt is a 
well known epic filled with excitement, 
emotion and heritage. Each year as we 
gather around the Seder table, we have 
an obligation and opportunity to share 
the story that has been passed down from 
generation to generation and make it our 
own. Each generation is a link in the story, 
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When You Come 
To The Land  
Of Canaan

In this double portion we learn the laws 
of Tzara’at – leprosy. There are three 
types of impurity- leprosy of the skin, 

clothes and of the house. These are what 
are referred to as Negaim which can be 
translated as lesions.

The wording related to Tzara’at of 
the house is the most unusual and raises 
numerous questions. The verses read “Ki 
tavou el Eretz Canaan asher Ani Noten 
Lachem L’Achuza, Venatati…when you 
come to the land of Canaan, which I am 
giving you as an inheritance, I will place 
the mark of the leprous curse in houses in 
the land you inherit.” (14:34)

Doesn’t this verse seem a bit strange? 
The people have been traveling through the 
desert, anticipating coming to the Promised 
Land and what does God tell them about 
the land? That He will place a cursed mark 
of leprosy on their homes there? It doesn’t 
seem like the best marketing advertise-
ment for the land.

Commentators ask about this as well 
since the word used in the verse “v’natati – 
I will give” is usually used when referring 
to positive things that God will give to the 
nation. But a curse? How is that positive? 

Rashi actually says that it is a “Besora 
hi lahem- this is good news for them”. He 
brings the famous Midrash that we learn 
in school. The Amoraim who lived in the 
land before Israel conquered it, had hidden 
gold in the walls of the houses throughout 
the 40 years that the Jews were wandering 
in the desert. When the Children of Israel 
finally settle in the land their homes were 
to get Tzara’at and they would therefore 
have to destroy the walls of their homes, 
and then they would find the gold. In that 
way Tzara’at brought good fortune to the 
Jewish people.

Rabbi Yehuda Halevi in the Kuzari and 
the Ramban after him have a different 
explanation. Tzara’at is not a natural phe-
nomenon at all – it is a miracle. When the 
nation is close to God and does His will, then 
they have “a good skin day” – their skin is 
beautiful. But if someone sins and distances 
himself from God then God will send him 
a sign on his body, clothes or house. This 
is a blessing because then the person can 
introspect and remedy his ways. 

The Rambam in the 16th chapter of the 
laws of Tzara’at – Halacha 10 even says 
that Tzara’at is “ot ufele- a sign and won-
der” that God gave to Israel to warn people 
from speaking lashon hara – undesirable 
speech. If he speaks lashon hara then the 
walls of his house are smitten with Tzara’at. 
If he doesn’t repent and improve the way 
he speaks his house is destroyed. If he still 
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doesn’t change the ways of his tongue then 
his clothes are “changed” by Tzara’at. If he 
improves then he becomes tahor, if he con-
tinues to speak poorly about others, then 
his clothes are burned and his skin will be 
infected with Tzara’at. Then he will have to 
be quarantined. Being all alone, where he 
will not have the opportunity to speak with 
anyone at all he may realize that it’s not wise 
to continue speaking poorly about others.

In this day and age when the media 
is filled with people talking derogatorily 
about each other, and when everyone likes 
to talk badly about Israel it is so easy to fol-
low the atmosphere and be loose with our 
tongues as well. Wouldn’t it be nice to have 
a way to remind us to be more careful and 
talk “lashon tov – good words” about others 
around us and about the land of Israel that 
we live in. According to the Rambam that is 
what Tzara’at is. A reminder to the person 
– that he has spoken Lashon Hara and he 
should be more careful next time. 

As we slowly get back to normal after 
our year of Corona when we were physi-
cally distanced from so many people, and 
when many experienced their own quar-
antines when they were alone, we must be 
careful not to “socially distance” people by 
how we speak about them. We can take the 
lessons of Tzara’at as a true blessing to help 
us build our character in how we commu-
nicate positively with and about all those 
around us. 

 RECIPE

If a person’s house gets signs of  Tzara’at on 
it then the Cohen will examine the house to 
see if there are penetrating streaks that are 

bright green or bright red which appear to 
be below the surface of the wall (14:37). To 
purify the house he shall bring two birds.  
So this week’s recipe includes chicken (foul- 
the birds) and both red and green peppers 
to remind about the Tzara’at on the house. 
In the process of determining if the house 
is pure or impure the Kohen may instruct 
that they remove the stones of the house – 
so in the recipe we use chicken pieces that 
look like stones. 

GREEN AND RED PEPPER 
CHICKEN STIR FRY

10 fresh mushrooms (optional)

500 g chicken breast, cut into pieces

3 tablespoons oil

5 slices ginger

1 green pepper, sliced

1 red pepper, sliced

1 tablespoon wine 

1tablespoon cornstarch

1/2 teaspoon oil 

1 pinch salt

Mix last 4 ingredients to make a mari-
nade sauce. Add chicken and mushrooms 
and marinate for at least an hour. Heat 1 
tablespoon of oil and stir fry the chicken 
till about 80% cooked. Put aside. Heat up 
the remaining oil and stir fry the ginger 
until aromatic. Add in the bell peppers and 
stir-fry until you smell the peppery aroma. 
Add the chicken pieces and stir to combine 
with the peppers. Add in the mushroom 
and remaining sauce. While frying, stir 
continuously until the sauce thickens and 
the chicken is completely cooked. Dish out 
and serve immediately. 


