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The Land As Our Blanket
The holy Rabbi Yisrael of Ruzhin once
shared an important lesson and parable
on the simple science of warmth. A person
who is cold goes into his bed under a down
blanket. How does he warm up? First
his body gives off warmth which then is
trapped by the blanket. The blanket then
sends back the original heat from the body
with the added new warmth of the blanket.
The body then receives its original heat,
but hotter. This goes back and forth until
both the body and blanket achieve their
maximum potential heat level. If, lo aleinu,
a lifeless body was placed under a blanket,
then both the lifeless body and the blanket

would stay cold since there is no source of
heat. We see from here that the source of
heat comes from the body, not the blanket.
Parshat Ki Tavo opens with the words
״...“ ״והיה כי תבוא אל הארץAnd it will be when
you enter the Land (of Israel).” Many
commentaries discuss why we need the
extra word vehaya, “and it will be.” In my
love for Israel, the Ohr Hachayim Hakadosh
spoke to me. He says that ‘Vehaya’ is a
lashon of Simcha and there is no greater
Simcha than that of the mitzvah of dwelling
in the Land of Israel.

That heat gets trapped by the
land and sent back to us in an
even warmer form
The Rambam tells us that in order for a
Mitzvah to be done properly, it needs the
proper Kavanah, and in order to have the
proper Kavanah a mitzvah needs to be
done with Simcha. The question then begs
to be asked, how about the mitzvot where
you are commanded to be sad, like that of
mourning? How are you supposed to have
Simcha?
I’d like to suggest that Simcha does not only
mean happiness. It could mean happiness,
but first and foremost I would define it as
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content. Not everything in Israel is easy or
makes one happy. Not everything tastes
as good as where one used to live or runs
as smoothly as things used to. Coming to
the Land of Israel is a sacrifice and won’t
always make one happy. But knowing that
you’re in the right place, where you belong,
with your people and being content with
that knowledge can trump any level of
happiness. It gives one the ability to smile
when they are sad and laugh when they are
happy.
We, the nation and people of Israel, are the
body, and the land is our blanket. When we
are content in our land, when we perform
G-D’s will in His land, or when we simply
smile knowing that with all our challenges
we are at home, we radiate heat. That heat
gets trapped by the land and sent back to
us in an even warmer form, until both the
Land and its people will ultimately reach
their potential. On this holy day of Yom
Ha’atzmaut, may we merit to bring our holy
land and people to its warmest potential
with the coming of the final redemption
speedily in our days.
Moadim Lesimcha Le’Geulah Sheleimah!
-----------------------------------NCSY Israel is the premier organization
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire,
empower, and help teen olim with "Klita" to
the Land of Israel by encouraging passionate
Judaism through Torah and Tradition. Find
out more at israel.ncsy.org

REGISTRATION IS UNDERWAY for
DESTINY'S

YARCHEI KALLAH
4 DAYS, THREE NIGHTS
Sunday-Wednesday, June 13-16
in the magnificent

LAVI HOTEL
featuring

RABBI BEREL WEIN
as Scholar in Residence

Daily Shiurim-lectures by Rabbi Wein and Rabbi
Amsel, Tiyulim, separate & family swimming in
heated pool, outstanding food (Rubin meat under
Mehadrin Rabbanut of Galil Tachton), Daily Jewish &
Hollywood films never screened before in Israel,
Outstanding Live Nightly entertainment

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT
Sign up & pay before Lag B'Omer
& receive 900 NIS equivalent
discount P.C. (free bus and Tiyul)

For questions, prices, to register, write or call
nachum@jewishdestiny.com or 0544-54-36-18

 - 110m, duplex, 8 stairs to get into building,
elevator to 1st floor, 3 bedrooms & 2 bathrooms on
bottom floor, kitchen, living room, dining room, library
and guest toilet on main floor, 20m Sukka terrace, Asking
price 4.9 M Shekels
     1st floor, Arab house,
4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of renovation,
Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest bathroom,
central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, asking
2,550,000 dollars
   – 4 rooms,1st floor, elevator, parking,
110m, asking 10,500nis

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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