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Yom Ha’atzmaut  
and Mitzvot 
Hateluyot 
Ba’aretz:
Question: Is there a link between the 
land-dependent mitzvot and Israel 
Independence Day?

Answer: This exact question was addressed 
to Rabbi Shaul Yisraeli following the War 
of Independence (Eretz Hemda I p.135): “ 
… G-d’s hand was revealed over His peo-
ple in His land – the State of Israel was 
established … we merited once again to 
have Israeli sovereignty in the Land of 
Israel. It is necessary to ascertain to what 
degree the conquest and independence 
will influence the obligations of the mitz-
vot dependent on the Land of Israel."    
Rabbi Yisraeli goes on to say that there 
are two conditions for territorial conquest 
to qualify as halachically binding: (1) the 
conquest is on behalf of the entire Jewish 
people and (2) the area is not under for-
eign jurisdiction. This conquest, however, 
need not be performed specifically by a 
king, the Sanhedrin, or the majority of the 
Jewish People. He concludes that these 
conditions were met in the conquest that 
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took place in our time: “The conquest was 
performed on behalf of the entire Jewish 
People and not for a specific tribe or section 
of the nation. Following the recognition of 
the State of Israel, it is also not under foreign 
jurisdiction.”

In a later addition to the letter, written 
after the Six Day War (Iyar 5727, June 
1967), Rabbi Yisraeli wrote: “I revisited 
[the issue] and saw that even the nature 
of modern conquest, despite the fact there 
is only, it seems, a change of sovereignty 
without touching individual property, 
should be viewed as conquest for all [hala-
chic] intents and purposes. … As such, the 
conquest is valid even in our times, just as 
the conquest was valid in the ancient era. 
This also includes the laws of sanctity that 
depend on conquest, when it is performed 
as a popular conquest (kibush rabim)… but 
all of the above still requires further 
investigation.” 

In the long Psak of Rav Eliezer Waldenberg 
(Tzitz Eliezer 10,1; written after the six day 
war) it seems that he as well thinks that the 
sovereignty of the state of Israel causes an 
obligation for all of the mitzvot hateluyot 
ba’aretz in all modern Israel’s borders.

In conclusion, all of the state of Israel 
today is obligated in the land-depen-
dent mitzvot. 
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