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My Journey 
from 
Baltimore to 
Yerushalayim

I was born and grew up in Baltimore 
Maryland, in a religious home of 
learning that I would describe as qua-

si-Zionistic.  My parents loved Eretz Yisrael 
but their focus was not on aliyah. They 
recognized that the Jewish people were 
eternally and historically tied to Israel and 
that it was our special land, filled with our 
holy places. But being contributing mem-
bers of the Jewish community in Baltimore 
was a reasonable option in their difficult 
post-Holocaust reality.

As I grew up I became increasingly 
immersed in the study of Tanakh and I 
also wanted to improve my knowledge 
of Hebrew. I reached the point where I 
wanted to study Torah in Israel, which I 
sensed would be a new kind of experience. 

Programs in Israel, particularly for women, 
were still uncommon in those days just after 
the Six Day War but I was determined. After 
lengthy discussions with persuasive argu-
ments, I was excited that my parents agreed 
to let me study in Jerusalem at Michlala.

I arrived in Israel when the country was 
on a high, euphoric after winning the war, 
a triumph that seemed to be a modern-day 
miracle. There were those who thought 
that Mashiach was around the corner! It 
was amazing to be carried along on the 
wave of hope, positivity and creativity 
and I loved being a part of it all – an actor 
in the play rather than a member of the 
audience.  It was deeply satisfying to be 
learning Torah in Hebrew and in Israel. I 
was realizing goals that I’d set for myself.  
I still remember how meaningful it was 
when I studied Parshat Lech Lecha:

֣ית ָאִב֑יָך  ָך֖ ּוִמבֵּ וַֹלְדתְּ ַוּיֹ֤אֶמר ה ֶאל־ַאְבָר֔ם ֶלְך־ְלָך֛ ֵמַאְרְצָך֥ ּוִממּֽ

׃ ךָּ ֥ר ַאְראֶֽ ֶאל־ָהָאֶ֖רץ ֲאשֶׁ

The LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from 
your native land and from your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. (12:1)

I could relate to that pasuk in a new and 
very personal way as I could to the promise 
that G-d then made to Abraham:

֖ן ֶאת־ָהָאֶ֣רץ ַהּזֹ֑את… ַויֵָּר֤א ה ֶאל־ַאְבָר֔ם ַוּיֹ֕אֶמר ְלַזְ֨רֲעָך֔ ֶאתֵּ

RABBANIT MALKE BINA
Founder and Chancellor of Matan
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The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “I will 
assign this land to your offspring…” (12:7)

I was hesitant about living 
in such a holy place but I 
came to realize that we could 
balance Kodesh V’Chol

Learning these pesukim in Israel brought 
home to me that this is our homeland and 
that we should strive to live here. I had 
related to these pesukim as an ancient text 
but suddenly the words came to life.  Being 
in Israel was the fulfilment of G-d’s eternal 
promise to Abraham and I was one of his 
offspring who had inherited the land. I 
knew that building a life here had become 
my first choice and hoped for option. 

I will never forget Yom Hazikaron that 
year when I went to Har Herzl along with 
throngs of people, many of whom had lost 
children, siblings and parents who were 
soldiers in the war. These heroes made the 
ultimate sacrifice to defend their land and 
it was profoundly appreciated and valued 
by the entire country. We remembered 
them, cried for their loss and mourned for 
them personally and nationally. I realized 
more than ever before that Israel is our 
cherished and precious gift and that we 
have the chance and the responsibility 
to contribute to the country – to live our 
history and to make history.

After my husband and I got married we 
lived in Bayit V’Gan and started to raise 
our family.  It took a bit of time but Aharon 
convinced me to move to the Old City. I 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

Huge Magnificent Villa for sale בס"ד
Yerushalayim - Har Nof Built 

350sqm on Half Dunam, three floors, 
10 rooms, private entrances (suitable 

as seperate apartments), centrally 
located, quiet street, amazing 

panoramic view private parkings, 
big Sukkah gardens -

Nis  7,800,000 
 (See our Catalog on whatsapp) 

 AW Real-Estate & Investments  
 (972+) 052-9977704
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was hesitant about living in such a holy 
place but I came to realize that we could 
balance Kodesh V’Chol, the holy and the 
mundane. It has been an added bonus 
and an adventure to reside not only in 
Yerushalayim but in the Jewish Quarter 
and to truly be at the center of the Jewish 
world.  I am blessed that my children and 
grandchildren are all here in Israel, doing 
their share to build the country. 

The pasuk Ki mitzion tetze Torah- because 
out of Zion comes the Torah – resonates for 
me. It has been one of my dreams to con-
tribute meaningfully to Israel by enabling 
Torah learning for women and empower-
ing women Torah, Talmud and Halakha 
scholars. That has been realized through 
Matan, a groundbreaking advanced Beit 
Midrash for women which began in 1988. 

Over three decades later we have thriving 
centers in Jerusalem and Raanana and 
branches across the country. Matan offers 
high-level and innovative Beit Midrash and 
community learning programs and our dis-
tinguished graduates are growing women’s 
voices in the Jewish world, responding to 
today’s challenges, teaching thousands 
across the world and shaping the Jewish 
future.  Matan has been a profound and 
ongoing bracha in my life, another chapter 
in my Zionist journey. 

Rabbanit Bina was one of the first teachers in 
Israel to teach women Talmud and Halakha, 
at the same time imbuing her students 
with Zionism and a love of learning Torah.  
Thirty two years ago Rabbanit Bina had a 
revolutionary dream to open a Beit Midrash 
for women to learn Torah at the highest 
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US Citizenship for your 
Children and Grandchildren 

 
Michele Coven Wolgel 
Attorney and Notary  

Specializing in American Immigration and 
Naturalization Law 
for over 30 years 

IMMEDIATE FILING CRITICAL TO 
QUALIFY FOR NEW STIMULUS!!! 

www.wolgelaw.co.il 
www.facebook.com/uscitizenshipinfo 

lawyer@wolgelaw.co.il 
Tel: 02 590 3444 

  
Member, AILA (American Immigration Lawyers 
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Of Counsel to Bretz & Coven, LLP 
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 

Continued next week... 02-625-2555 firstisrael.com

Special rates up to 75% LTV: 
30 year 3.85% 
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%
For well qualified borrowers

Purchase / Refinance Rates 
(Non-inflation linked)*

Mortgage 
RATES at 
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LOWS for 
refinance 
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60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv 
*Rates are for quali�ed borrowers and are current as of    
 the printing of this advertisement but are subject to    
 change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and 
 are for illustrative purposes only.

levels, creating sought after educators and 
leaders who would become change agents 
for women in Jewish society. Her dream 
was realized with the founding of Matan: 
The Sadie Rennert Women’s Institute for 
Torah Learning in Jerusalem. With over 100 
weekly classes, Matan Jerusalem and our 
11 branches around Israel have intensive 
Beit Midrash programs and a wide array 
of innovative and challenging learning 
opportunities for women of all ages and 
from all backgrounds as well as Matan 
Torah learning communities worldwide.

Malke was recently honored as a Yakirat 
Yerushalayim, a prestigious annual 
citizenship prize that has been awarded by 
Jerusalem mayors since 1967 to recognize 
people who have made unique contributions 
to the city.


