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Jewish holidays mark the very essence 
of our DNA. Our Sages teach that each 
holiday has its own special message 

to focus on. For example, Yom Kippur is 
a time for Am Yisrael to focus on repen-
tance and good deeds. One may suppose 
that repentance and good deeds should 
be foremost year round. As such, why is 
there one specific date to commemorate 
them? Along the same lines, we should 
thank Hashem every single day for giving 
us the Torah. Why does one date on the 
Jewish calendar stand behind these val-
ues?

In Chassidic literature, chagim take on 
a completely new meaning. Time is not 
viewed as a passing component that never 
returns. Rather, life is a cycle that holds 
significance in the present. In Jewish 
thought, the days in which important 
events occurred were not chosen 
arbitrarily. Rather, they were inbued 
with spiritual energy, lending a specific 
lesson and energy to the day. When Rosh 
Hashanna is celebrated, Am Yisrael is not 
just commemorating the creation. Rather, 
it is as if man is being created anew. 

Rav Avraham Yitchak Hakohen Kook uses 
Pesach as an example to understand the 

significance of the Jewish holidays.  Each 
Pesach, we teach the next generation the 
series of events how Hashem took us out 
of slavery and made us His chosen nation. 
The reason for this occasion, involving 
the same traditions every year is to show 
us that the exodus from Egypt has never 
really ceased. The salvation from Egypt 
is occurring in every generation and 
continues to this very day. The events 
are meant to infuse Am Yisrael with the 
power to sanctify Hashem’s name in the 
world. Once Hashem’s name and glory 
become known to the world, our mission 
as His nation became clear as well. 

Am Yisrael must continuously aspire 
to spread Hashem’s glory at every 
opportunity. The reason we celebrate 
Pesach is not just to remind us about an 
historic event. Rather, it is a time to realize 
how far the Jewish Nation has come and 
internalize how we can continue to leave 
Egypt even in our days. This lends further 
insight into the mitzvah of teaching 
our children about Yitzyat Mitzrayim. 
Our collective goal is to infuse the next 
generation with the mission of the Jewish 
nation that stands strong to this very day. 

Chag Kasher V’Sameach 
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