
30     TORAH TIDBITS / TZAV - PESACH 5781

REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

The Power of 
Matzah

One of the most special moments 
of the Jewish calendar year is the 
Pesach seder.  A highlight of the 

seder is the matzah.  We know that matzah 
represents many significant truths and 
holds deep meaning. What can we think 
about as we eat it?

Now that we no longer have the Beit 
Hamikdash, there is one food that we still 
have a Torah obligation to eat –matzah. 
Our first and primary thought should be 
to fulfill the Torah command, “Seven days 
you shall eat matzot…” (Shemot 12;15) and 
approach the mitzvah with joy and elation.  

The Novominsker Rebbe points out that 
the symbolism of the matzah shifts during 
the seder.  At the beginning of the seder 
we refer to the matzah as “lechem oni”, 
the bread of affliction.  At first, we focus 
on the matzah as the food that Jews ate as 
slaves in Egypt. We look at the uncovered 
matzah as a sign of our servitude. As the 
seder progresses, we read the passage of 
Rabban Gamliel, at which point we shift 
our viewpoint, and the matzah becomes 
the symbol of freedom.  This shift reflects 
how we each become transformed through 

the evening as we move from slavery to 
redemption.

Rav Kluger in Bni Bechori Yisrael explains 
that when the Jews ate their matzah it 
tasted like the manna that fell in the desert.  
This food, which was the first food they ate 
as a redeemed people, not only nourished 
them physically, but it also nourished them 
spiritually. Am Yisrael felt the tremendous 
love of Hashem enveloping them.  This 
feeling is akin to that of a nursing infant 
who completely relies on its mother for 
sustenance and nurturing.  When we eat 
the matzah, we can sense and experience 
this feeling of love and complete reliance 
on Hashem. 

Rav Meizlish in Sichot B’avodat Hashem 
notes the three different meanings 
connected with the word matzah that 
convey its extraordinary power.  The first is 
the word ‘motzetz’, to suck out.  Matzah can 
extract the negativity found within us and 
leave us pure.  Matzah is also related to the 
word ‘metzit’, to peer. Eating the matzah 
allows us greater insight into the Torah.  
Hence, the Tiferet Shlomo finds a deeper 
explanation for the Torah commandment 
to eat matzah. It enables one to see into the 
depths of Torah.  The third is ‘masa’ in the 
sense of ‘masa umerivah’, our campaign 
against the yetzer hara. Matzah gives us 
the capacity to push away our unhealthy 
desires and be healed from its influences.
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The moments when performing a mitzvah 
have the capacity to awaken Divine favor 
and are an opportune time to daven. 
As we eat matzah - ‘lechem oni’, Rav 
Meizlish teaches, it is a time that Hashem 
is ‘oneh’, responds to our tefillot.  Quoting 
the Yismach Yisrael, he explains that all 
tefillot said throughout the year that did 
not ascend to the kisei hakavod, ascend in 
these moments while eating the matzot 
mitzvah. Thus, matzah provides us with 
this singular opportunity to propel us 
higher on this exalted night. 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

Huge Magnificent Villa for sale בס"ד
Yerushalayim - Har Nof Built 

350sqm on Half Dunam, three floors, 
10 rooms, private entrances (suitable 

as seperate apartments), centrally 
located, quiet street, amazing 

panoramic view private parkings, 
big Sukkah gardens -

Nis  7,800,000 
 (See our Catalog on whatsapp) 

 AW Real-Estate & Investments  
 (972+) 052-9977704

SHIUR SPONSORS
Rabbi Shor’s Monday evening shiurim 
during the month of April are sponsored by  

Ori and Naomi Carmel in the merit of a  
refuah shleima for  Ephraim Avraham ben Rachel

Monday, April 5 - Rebbetzin Pearl Borow’s shiur  
is sponsored by Deanne and Lenny Shapiro 

in loving memory of  Deanne’s Father  
Rav Avraham ben Moshe Chaim Chill z”l -  

yahrzeit is 29 Nissan

Tues, April 6 - Rebbetzin Smiles shiur is sponsored  
by Bluma Grafstein in appreciation for the Torah 

wisdom gained from learning with Rebbetzin Smiles

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin’s shiurim  
have been sponsored by a generous donor

Rabbi Manning’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of an 

aliya neshama for Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,  
Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l 

and Eliana bat Yaakov a”h

Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of a 

refuah shelaima for Janet bat Hannah

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Parshat HaShavua Shiur 
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation


