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The Hallel of 
Maggid

We conclude Maggid with the 
celebratory recitation of 
Tehillim 113-114, the opening 

psalms of the Hallel, following the ruling 
of Beit Hillel in the mishna (Pesachim 
10:6). The rest of Hallel (Tehillim 115-
118, Tehillim 136 and Nishmat kol Chai) 
are reserved for later in the Seder.  

Why do we split Hallel at the Seder, and 
why are Tehillim 113-114 recited as the 
closure of Maggid? We will suggest that 
these mizmorim, are, in fact, a perfect 
conclusion of Sippur Yetziat Mitzrayim 
and Maggid.

Tehillim 113 opens with a call to the 
“servants of Hashem” to praise G-d. 
Who issues this call, and to whom is the 
call directed? Midrash Tehillim offers 
an unexpected answer: On the night of 
Makkat Bechorot, Par’o himself called 
Bnei Yisrael and commanded: “ידבע וללה 

 Give praise to Hashem, you servants –'ה
of Hashem!”. Apropos this midrash, 

Mizmor 113 is the perfect conclusion of 
Maggid: First we retell the suffering of 
Bnei Yisrael in Egypt and the miracles 
that Hashem wrought on the Egyptians. 
Then, we then sing Hallel in praise of 
Hashem, as Par’o himself instructed!  The 
continuation of the mizmor describes 
Hashem’s greatness as perceived by all the 
nations, and notes “our” understanding 
that He is unrivaled among the other 
gods. The final verses cite examples of 
180-degree transformations of which 
only Hashem is capable. This mizmor 
is an apt conclusion of Maggid and 
Sippur Yetziat Mitzrayim, as it draws the 
same theological conclusions that the 
Exodus taught: Hashem is universally 
acknowledged, Bnei Yisrael accept 
Hashem as וניקולא – our G-d, and Hashem 
is recognized as uniquely capable of 
radical shifts in status.  

Tehillim 114 opens בצאת ישראל ממצרים, that 
at the time of Yetziat Mitzrayim, Hashem 
selected Bnei Yisrael as His special 
people. The mizmor continues with the 
fearful reactions of the sea [Yam Suf], 
the Yarden, and the mountains upon 
seeing the unique events which Hashem 
performed for Bnei Yisrael. The sea/
river/mountains understand that their 
miraculous transformations (splitting, 
shaking, etc.) are, in fact, evidence of 
Hashem’s presence and Revelation. The 
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final verse points to another miracle - 
G-d providing drinking water for Bnei 
Yisrael from rocks in the desert. This 
psalm, too, is an appropriate conclusion 
of Maggid and Sippur Yetziat Mitzrayim, 
and focuses us on Hashem’s continued 
intervention and miracles even after we 
physically left Egypt. 

After these Mizmorei Tehillim, we recite 
the Bracha אשר גאלנו וגאל את אבותינו ממצרים 
-- praising Hashem for both saving 
our ancestors from Egypt, and also for 
constantly intervening and saving Bnei 
Yisrael ever since. The split Hallel helps 
us transition at the Seder from retelling 
past salvations - to professing Hashem’s 
role in ongoing miracles – to anticipating 
the future redemption. 

SAVE THE DATES!   
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