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1st aliya (Vayikra 6:1-11) 
Instructions are given to the 
Kohanim: while the offerings 

must be done during the day, the burning 
of the fats and limbs may continue all 
night.  In the morning the Kohen shall take 
some of the ashes from the altar and place 
them at the side. When needed, the pile of 
ashes may be removed to out of the 
Mikdash. A fire for the offerings is to burn 
constantly. When a Mincha flour offering 
is brought, part is burned on the altar; the 
remainder eaten by the Kohanim. It may 
not be chametz.

Parshat Vayikra outlined the Kohen’s 
work; in Tzav it is the Kohen’s menu. But 
before that, day and night of the Temple is 

KI TEITZEI presented. The Jewish day begins at sunset; 
evening and morning, one day. But not in 
the Temple. The day in the Temple was the 
opposite; day followed by night, one day.  
Offerings are brought during the day but 
may be burned through the night. With 
dawn, a new day begins. 

Most offerings must be burned and the 
Kohen must consume his parts in a day – 
meaning the day they are brought and the 
night that follows. Some have 2 days. And 
the offering we are most familiar with (as 
we are all the wise child of the seder), the 
Korban Pesach may be eaten only at night, 
and perhaps even only until midnight. As 
we learn the rules of offerings we realize 
how unusual the Korban Pesach is in all of 
its rules. 

2nd aliya (6:12-7:10) A special 
Mincha flour offering is brought 
by a Kohen on the first day of his 

service, by a Kohen Gadol on the first day 
of his service and daily by the Kohen Gadol.  
It is boiled, then baked and completely 
burned. When a Chatat, a sin offering, is 
brought, it is consumed by the Kohanim in 
the Temple. The utensils used to cook it 
must be kashered; while a metal utensil can 
be put in water, an earthenware one must 
be broken. An Asham, sin offering, is also 
consumed by the Kohanim in the Temple.  
For an Olah, the Kohen receives the leather.  
The Kohen consumes baked Mincha 
offerings.

When and where the Kohen or owner 
consumes the offering varies according to 
the offering. The “kodesh kodashim – the 
holiest of holy” offerings are consumed in 
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the Temple grounds itself. That includes the 
Olah, the Chatat and the Asham. These are 
offerings brought to express a desire to be 
closer to G-d; the owner does not consume 
any of it, has no personal pleasure in it. An 
Olah is completely burned, save the leather, 
which is given to the Kohanim.

Here we have the first mention of 
koshering utensils. Kohanim would have 3 
types of utensils: milk, meat and kodshim, 
utensils used for offerings. Once the time 
limit for eating the offering expires, the 
utensil becomes non kosher and must be 
kashered. If it is earthenware, it is not able 
to be kashered – disposables – chad paami, 
one time use only. Little wonder that areas 
in which offerings were brought would 
be treasure troves of broken pottery for 
archaelogists; for those pottery utensils 
would be used once and never again.

3rd aliya (7:11-38) When a 
Shlamim, a peace offering is 
brought to express thanks, 10 

mincha breads each of 4 different types are 
brought. One of each of these 4 types is 
given to the Kohen. The owner consumes 
the offering over 2 days. He may not be 
Tameh, impure. Blood and the offered fats 
may never be eaten. The Kohen is given the 
breast and thigh of the shlamim offering.

The Shlamim is a celebration offering. It is 
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eaten by the owner. It is not restricted to 
the Temple; it may be eaten anywhere in 
Yerushalayim. And, the owner has 2 days 
to consume it. The city of Jerusalem must 
have been filled with mikvaot, not just for 
the Kohanim who were going up to the 
Temple, but for the celebrants, bringing 
their shlamim, who would need to consume 
their offerings in a state of Tahara, purity.  
And there must have been hotels that had 
special OU Kodshim supervision – special 
utensils only for kodshim, for cooking 
offerings. Those bringing shlamim were 
thankful, joyful, people winked upon by 
G-d – my, the city of Jerusalem must have 
been filled with smiles.

4th aliya (8:1-13) Moshe is 
instructed to inaugurate the 
Kohanim. Moshe gathered the 

people and the Kohanim, pronouncing that 
the following has been commanded by G-d.  
Moshe dresses Aharon in the garments of 
the Kohen Gadol. With the anointing oil he 
anointed the Mishkan, the altar, and 
Aharon. He dressed the Kohanim in the 
Kohen garments, as commanded by G-d.

The instructions for inaugurating the 
Kohanim were given in Parshat Tetzaveh; 
the inauguration occurs here. The last 4 

aliyot of this parsha all end with the same 
phrase: as G-d commanded. Perhaps this 
is to avoid accusations of nepotism. Moshe 
is not appointing his brother as Kohen 
Gadol in the way politicians hand out 
jobs to family and supporters. Moshe was 
commanded.  

This phrase is also foreshadowing. Next 
parsha Nadav and Avihu will do something 
they were not commanded, a noteworthy 
departure from all the loyalty of Moshe and 
Aharon til here. 

5th aliya (8:14-21) Moshe brings 
the inauguration offerings. The 
Kohanim place their hands on 

the Chatat, the sin offering.  Moshe offers it; 
the blood is placed on the altar, the fats 
burned, the animal burned outside the 
camp. The ram as an Olah is offered; the 
Kohanim place their hands on the head, 
Moshe does all of the procedures for its 
offering.

Moshe acts as the Kohen for the entire 
inauguration ceremony. He does the 
slaughter, the sprinkling of the blood, and 
the offering of the fats. Perhaps this is to 
sensitize Aharon and the Kohanim to “the 
other side” of the process. Experiencing 
what is like to have someone bring your 
offering for you will allow you to perform 
the bringing of offerings with greater 
sensitivity. Because, they know how it feels 
to be on the other side.

6th aliya (8:22-29) The second 
ram, the Inauguration Ram is 
brought. Moshe places its blood 

on Aharon’s right ear, right thumb and 
right big toe. And does the same for the 
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Kohanim. He offers the ram, sprinkling its 
blood, burning the fats and offering on the 
altar one each of the matzot brought with 
it after Aharon and the Kohanim waved 
them. Moshe waved the breast, his portion 
in the offering.  

With this offering, the position as 
official Kohanim of the Jewish people is 
inaugurated. There are no other Jews, as 
far as I am aware, who can trace their 
lineage as far back as Kohanim and Leviim.  
A Levi today descends from Levi, the son 
of Yaakov. And a Kohen descends from 
Aharon, brother of Moshe. That Kohen 
status begins at this moment in the desert, 
one year after the exodus from Egypt and 
continues, unbroken, til today.  

7th aliya (8:30-36) Moshe instructs 
Aharon to cook the meat of the 
offering and to consume it and 

the matza.  The Kohanim are not to leave 
the Mikdash for 7 days. This same 
procedure is to be done when gaining 
atonement. Aharon and the Kohanim did 
all that G-d commanded.

Our Parsha outlined some of the benefits to 
the Kohen, due to his holy service. Support 
of clergy, or spiritual workers, or ritual 
leaders is a universal notion, crossing 
cultures and religions. Our Kohanim are 
not different in receiving such benefits.  
However, far more important is not what 
they receive; but what they do not.  

Back in the Yosef story we are told how 
the Kohanim in Egypt were treated. They 
received public support of food. They had 
land. All of the land of Egypt was taken by 
Paro in payment for the food during the 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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discussing how to continue to operate the 
Zula when the teenagers aren’t always 
interested in compiling with corona 
guidelines, such as not properly wearing 
their masks. Due to Corona, the Zula is 
operating outside its usual location on 
Yaffo Street since we cannot be inside. 
The cold in Yerushalayim was frigid, and 
my hands remained in my pockets while 
I shuffled my body to try and stay warm. 
Yet, a few meters in front of me our Zula 
counselors were strumming their guitars 
and sitting calmly as they listened to the 
youth unburden themselves. They were 
seeing the potential in these kids and 
watering them with acceptance and love 
because they know that they will be the 
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish 
people. 
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famine; save the land of the priests. The 
wealthiest people in Egypt were the priests.  
In our time, the wealth of the Vatican is vast.  

Our Kohanim, in contrast, have no land; 
nor do the Leviim. They receive support, 
albeit modest. This is another instance of 
the Torah’s moderation; supporting the 
Kohanim, though modestly. The King will 
receive similar instructions; benefits but 
with limits. Leadership is serving G-d and 
His people, not self serving. 

HAFTORAH TZAV/SHABBAT 
HAGADOL MALACHI 3:4-24

The Shabbat before Pesach is referred to 
as Shabbat Hagadol, or The Great Shabbat. 
Though it is not absolutely certain why 
Shabbat HaGadol was given this name, 
some suggest that it is based on a pasuk 
at the end of the haftorah of this Shabbat. 
A day will come in the future, says that 
prophet, that will be ‘gadol’, or awesome. 
“Lo, I will send the prophet Elijah to you 
before the coming of the awesome, fearful 
day of the Lord.” (3:23)

The message of Malachi is clear: The people 

have been committing various sins. He 
warns the people that there will be a day 
of reckoning. Every act, every word, we 
engage in is judged by God. Now is the time 
to return.

There is a subtle hint in the haftorah 
to our celebration of the Seder with 
the reference to the coming of Eliyahu 
Hanavi. The haftorah ends with a 
reference to Eliyhau who will come at 
the end of days to herald the coming of 
the Mashiach. An uplifting message tops 
off the haftorah. In the final pesukim the 
powerful notion is conveyed that just as 
the people of Israel were redeemed from 
Egypt after generations of slavery, so too 
will the people be redeemed with the 
coming of the Mashiach. 

1ST DAY PESACH  
(FROM PARSHAT BO, 

EXODUS 12:21-51)

As expected, the Torah reading is the 
description of the night of the 15th of 
Nissan, the night of the Exodus from Egypt.  
The people place the blood of the Pesach 
on their doorposts, consuming it with 
expectation. The first-born Egyptians die 
at midnight. Paro orders the Jewish people 
to leave. They travel into the wilderness, 
after a sojourn of 430 years on the night so 
anticipated. 

The abruptness of the Exodus is emphasized 
– that very night. Revolutions take time.  
Uprisings have trajectories. Although the 10 
plagues led to this moment, the abruptness, 
the dramatic and total reversal of fortune, 
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