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An Urgent 
Matter

Rav Aharon Kotler, zt’l, the renowned 
ga’on and rosh yeshivah, was the 
founder of Beis Medrash Gavoha 

in Lakewood. One of Gedolei haDor, 
Reb Aharon was both an incomparable 
guardian of Talmud Torah, and the leader 
of Va’ad Hatzalah during the Holocaust.

Once, in the middle of the night, Reb 
Aharon hurried to a talmid’s room, woke 
the young man. With his characteristic 
intensity, he cried, “Quickly! Bring the 
bachurim to the beis midrash. We must 
say tehillim right away. Rabbi Emanuel 
Laderman of Denver is very sick, we must 
daven!”

Confused, groggy, and startled to see the 
great rosh yeshivah in the dormitory, 
the student hesitated: “Perhaps the Rosh 
Yeshivah will let us do it at sunrise?”

Reb Aharon vehemently shook his head. 
“This is urgent! It’s a matter of hakaras 
ha-tov!” The bewildered talmid sat up and 
grabbed for a pair of pants, silently won-

dering how ‘making a minyan’ at 2:55AM 
was a matter of ‘showing appreciation’. 
“You see,” explained the rosh yeshivah, 
“during the emergency campaign to 
rescue 1,200 Jews from Theresienstadt, 
I sent urgent cables to rabbis across the 
country, begging for immediate funds. The 
first pledge came from Rabbi Laderman 
— at 3:00AM! So it’s only right that we 
reciprocate by seeking the Almighty’s help 
right now!”

Our celebration of Pesach revolves around 
transmission of the Exodus experience and 
the values, beliefs that come in its wake. 
Seder Night and the Haggadah are founded 
on mitzvah of V’higadta l’vinchha, “You 
shall tell your child,” including displaying 
our thanks to Hashem for delivering us 
from Mitzrayim and empowering us as 
the Chosen People.

According to the Mishnah (Pesachim, 10:4), 
a central focus of the Seder Night is Mikra 
Bikkurim, the recitation of the description 
of bringing one’s first fruits to the Beis 
haMikdash, found in Parshas Ki Savo. The 
appearance of Parshas haBikurim in the 
middle of the Hagadah seems out of place, 
even surprising. One would expect to find 
pesukim from Sefer Shemos that directly 
address our slavery and salvation from 
Mitzrayim. However, Rambam instructs 
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us to read from Parshas haBikurim: 
“One who expounds from ‘A wandering 
Aramean was my father…’ until the end 
of the entire portion (of Bikurim), is to be 
praised” (Laws of Chametz and Matzah, 
7:4). That parshah reads as follows:

י אֵֹבד ָאִבי ַויֵֶּרד ִמְצַרְיָמה  ְוָעִניָת ְוָאַמְרתָּ ִלְפֵני ה׳ ֱאלֶֹקיָך ֲאַרמִּ

ם ְלגוֹי גָּדוֹל ָעצּום ָוָרב׃ ְמֵתי ְמָעט ַוְיִהי־שָׁ ם בִּ ַויָָּגר שָׁ

You shall recite and say before Hashem: 
“A wandering Aramean was my father. 
He went down to Egypt with meager 
numbers and sojourned there; but there 
he became a great and very populous 
nation (Devarim, 26:5)...

ה  ר־ָנַתתָּ ִרי ָהֲאָדָמה ֲאשֶׁ ית פְּ ה ִהנֵּה ֵהֵבאִתי ֶאת־ֵראשִׁ ְוַעתָּ

ֲחִויָת ִלְפֵני ה׳ ֱאלֶֹקיָך׃ תַּ י ה׳ ְוִהנְַּחּתוֹ ִלְפֵני ה׳ ֱאלֶֹקיָך ְוִהשְׁ לִּ

“...And so now I bring the first fruits of the 
soil which You, Hashem have given me.” 
You shall leave it before Hashem and bow 
low before God.

ר ָנַתן־ְלָך ה’ ֱאלֹקיָך:   ַמְחתָּ ְבָכל־ַהּטוֹב ֲאשֶׁ ְושָׂ

And you shall enjoy...all the bounty that 
the Hashem has bestowed upon you and 
your household.

Rav Yosef Soloveitchik, zt’l, points out that 
the common denominator between the 
classic Exodus narrative in Sefer Shemos 
and the Mikra Bikurim is hakaras ha-tov, 
expressing gratitude and appreciation 
to Hashem. Regarding the latter, after a 
process that has taken the better part of 

a year, from tilling the soil, to planting, 
nurturing the seeds, watering, weeding, 
and praying that they will take root and 
grow, a Jewish farmer was commanded to 
go down to his field, look at his crops and 
reflect on the entirety of the experience: 
the hard work and hardships, the hopes 
and unknowns — all that has brought 
him to that moment. He must stop and 
reflect, and come to the recognition that 
everything he has comes from Hashem. 

The gratitude expressed in the Bikurim 
recital enables us to connect to something 
larger than ourselves, to see ourselves as 
a People-in-process and part of a bigger 
picture. Our personal journey, with all its 
ups and downs, is one step on the path to 
redemption.

ְוָעִניָת ְוָאַמְרתָּ ִלְפֵני ה׳

“You shall recite and say…”

Rashi explains that the word ְוָעִניָת implies 
haramas kol, raising your voice and 
‘reciting’ loudly (Sotah, 32b). Indeed, while 
enslaved and suffering in Mitzrayim, we 
cried out with urgency, in raised voices. 
And this is the connection of Parshas 
haBikurim with Seder Night. What may 
seem like an incongruous insertion in the 
Hagadah text reveals that we must ‘raise 
our voices’ on Seder Night and loudly 
express our hakaras ha-tov to Hashem, 
even at 3am:

קוֹם  ַלמָּ ֶלת  ּוְמֻכפֶּ ְכפּוָלה  טוָֹבה  ה,  ְוַכמָּ ָמה  כַּ ַאַחת  ַעל   

ָעֵלינּו:

“How much we need to thank Hashem for 
all the goodness that He has redoubled 
and multiplied upon us!” 

Mazal Tov to  
Ben & Dvorah Gasner 
and family on the Bar Mitzvah  

of their grandson


