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Rabbi Avi Berman 
Executive Director, 
OU Israel 

Thank you from the bottom 
of my heart to everyone who davened 
for me and reached out with warm 
messages after seeing the Refuah Sheleima 
announcement that was published in last 
week’s Torah Tidbits. I understand and 
appreciate the complexity of including it so 
that the OU Israel family, which includes 
Jews around the world, would daven for 
my Refuah Sheleima while at the same 
time leaving me and my family our privacy. 
I decided not to stay entirely private and 
said yes when asked about putting in that 
message, and I would like to share with 
you, my dear OU Israel family, what has 
been happening with me the past couple 
of weeks. 

I apologize to those that worried more than 
necessary, and I am grateful to each and 
every one of you who davened for me. I am 
feeling your Tefillot from around the world 
reaching HaKadosh Baruch Hu and being 
translated into a speedy recovery. I want to 
thank you to no end and let you know that 
it really means the world to me. I also want 
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to apologize to those of you who would 
have expected me to reach out in advance, 
but because of how quickly things panned 
out I did not have the chance. 

A couple of weeks ago, my doctors 
discovered that I had a growth in my kidney. 
After determining that my other kidney is 
Baruch Hashem healthy and strong, the 
doctors were confident that removing my 
kidney was the right course of action, and 
last week I had an operation to have the 
kidney with the growth removed. This 
experience made me feel complete awe for 
the countless Tzadikim and Tzadikot who 
proactively decided to donate their kidney 
to those in dire need. I daven that we are all 
zoche to continue living healthy Ad Meah 
v’Esrim Shana (until 120 years). 

Many people have been asking me why I 
decided to share this medical experience 
publicly, and the answer is very simple. I 
have endless Hakarat Hatov to Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu and many very special 
individuals, including my incredible wife 
and family, HW, DB, SB, OG and so many 
others. Thanks to them, within two and a 
half weeks of my first symptom, I had the 
operation and am now home recuperating 
and getting stronger by the day. 

Our sages teach us, אין בעל הנס מכיר בניסו (the 
person who has a miracle happen to them, 
does not recognize that miracle). Most 
of the time this is true. So many times, 
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As I mentioned earlier, the reason I am 
writing this is to share this incredible 
miracle Hashem blessed me with. I have no 
doubt that your Tefillot shook Shamayim 
and were an integral part of Hashem 
making sure I received the best medical 
care possible and that B’ezrat Hashem I 
should be fully recovered after another 
week or two of rest. Thank you to the 
dedicated staff at Shaare Zedek Medical 
Center where I had my CT and Hadassah 
Ein Kerem where I had my operation. I am 
incredibly grateful to live in Israel where 
the medicine is excellent, and where I 
received the best treatment in the world. 

Just as I promised Hashem entering the 
operating room, when He B’ezrat Hashem 
gives me a full recovery, I will continue 
bringing His children closer to the Torah 
and Eretz Yisrael with all my might and 
strength. I want to wish each of you a 
healthy Chag Kasher v’Sameach, and I 
look forward to coming back to the OU 
Israel Center after Pesach to greet each 
of you with a smile and to continue to 
partner with each and every one of you 
in making Hashem’s desires our desires. 

Avi, Executive Director, OU Israel

Hashem does miracles for us, and we do 
not recognize them as miracles - whether it 
be finding a parking spot, making sure our 
car doesn’t break down, our kids getting 
into small messes rather than large ones, 
and countless other examples. We do not 
recognize the miracles because we expect 
things to go well and often take things for 
granted. 

I want to publicly say thank you to Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu for the tremendous Chesed and 
miracle that He did for me. So many people 
are physically sick or suffering with other 
challenges, and you Hashem sent me so 
many Malachim (angels) to make sure that 
my growth was found quickly and before 
it did any damage to the rest of my body. 

The outpouring of love, care, and support 
which I received from the OU Israel family 
warms my heart to no end. I have endless 
gratitude for the OU family around the 
world with whom I have been working 
for the last 20 years and who have become 
family to me. Thank you to everyone who 
is davening for me - OU management 
and the board, OU Israel participants, my 
former Vancouver NCSYers and current 
NCSYers who have never even met 
me, JLIC students on campuses across 
North America and Israel, Yachad, OU 
Women’s Initiative and so many other 
programs. Thank you to the many friends 
and supporters of OU Israel. I’d like to 
specifically thank Rabbi NK who has called 
me every day to give me Birkat Kohanim 
and Chizuk. And Acharon Chaviv, I have 
endless love and thanks for my family - 
my wife, parents, in-laws, children and 
extended family. 

 May the Torah learned in this issue  
be in loving memory of  and לעילוי נשמת

Claire Sally Hashkes a"h
חיה שרה בת מרדכי וגניה ע"ה

On her first yahrzeit
ט"ז ניסן

Hashkes, Pomerantz and Rubin Families


