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SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

In the zemer sung each Shabbat 
evening, Kol Mekadesh Shevii - we see 
a reference to the Temple’s future re-

construction.

The stanza reads: “Samcheim b’vinyan 
shalem,” Rejoice in the complete building. 
What exactly is the connection between 
Shabbat, and the building of the Beit 
Hamikdash?

The opening verses of Parshat Vayakhel 
(Shemot Chapter 35:1-3) finds Moshe 
once again instructing the Jewish people 
regarding the Sabbath day. Most specifically, 
in verse 3 we read the instruction: “Lo 
tiva’aru eish bechol moshvoteichem b’yom 
haShabbat…””‘You shall kindle no flame in 
any of your dwelling places on the Sabbath 
day…” 

This verse is commonly interpreted to 
connote the obvious legal ruling - the 
prohibition against kindling flames of 
any sort on Shabbat. However, there is a 
beautiful, and perhaps more significant 
teaching regarding this verse from the 
Torah commentary the Shnei Luchot 
HaBrit (Two tablets of the Law) written 
by the 16th Century Kabbalist, Rabbi 

Yeshayahu Horowitz, of Prague. He 
writes:

“Lo tiva’aru eish bechol moshvoteichem 
b’yom haShabbat, al tivaaru eish shel 
machloket bayom haShabbat! Zeh hayom 
shenityached yisrael zeh lazeh...” “You shall 
kindle no flame in any of your dwellings 
on the Sabbath day - do not fuel the flame 
of conflict or disagreement on the Sabbath 
day! Shabbat is the day that brings each 
Jewish person closer to each other...” 

This teaching is so powerful. The biblical 
prohibition to not spark a match, (or for 
that matter any of the various Shabbat 
regulations), is but one aspect of the 
essence of Shabbat. Perhaps in refraining 
from even these seemingly mundane acts, 
we are somehow meant to take stock, 
acknowledge and even reach out to our 
fellow Jew; to find a common bond, to 
set aside our differences, and reflect and 
build on the bonds that join us, rather the 
fractured divisiveness that causes so much 
confusion and disagreement. 

This, says the Darchei Noam, the Rebbe 
of Slonim shlit”a, is the meaning of the 
stanza in our Shabbat zemer, Samcheim 
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In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm, 
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of 
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one 
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of 
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking $2,550,000
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B’vinyan Shaleim. Each Shabbat we rejoice 
in the knowledge that the very essence 
of Shabbat is building, not in physically 
laying the stones of the Temple, but in 
spiritually building the bridges between 
each member of the Jewish people; 
building that unified sense of purpose, 
that shared awareness, not only of where 
we come from, but where we are in the 
here and now. Only then, when we once 
again achieve that understanding and 
genuine love and respect for one another, 
can we also, together, begin to truly build 
for the future. 

The Slonimer Rebbe teaches us that this 
is the essence of each and every Shabbat, 
that each week we have our opportunity 
to do our small part in building the Beit 
Hamikdash. Yehi Ratzon, may we indeed 
merit both to appreciate the great gift that 
is Shabbat Kodesh, and to actualize the 
power for building a better tomorrow that 
is inherent in the sacred unity that Shabbat 
brings to Am Yisrael. 
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By Israel 
Museum  
Newly Built
Beautiful 5.5 rooms,  
2 full baths, fabulous 
large garden, 
double parking, 
storage, 2nd floor, 
elevator. for rent at 
12,000 NIS.

By Crowne Plaza Hotel &  
Fast Train to Tel Aviv
Four rooms, two full baths, lovely layout 
+ 18 sq m terrace with view to Nahlaot, 
shabbat elevator, double underground 
parking and private storage.  
2.95 milion NIS

11,000
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Unique Opportunity:
Villa on Valuable

Property in Katamon
Lot of 640 sqm, Currently
Built: 190 sqm + service

areas, Construction rights of
75% of the lot, Potential to

build up to 800 sqm +

New Apartment in a New Building in San Simon 

3 Bdrm, 2.5 Baths, Central A/C+Heat, Private Parking, 150 sqm

FOR RENT

Luxury Apartment
on Lincoln Street

3 bedrooms, 2.5 bath,
Tastefully upgraded

Central A/C + floor heating
Balcony, Magnificent View

S. Elevator, Private parking,
Storage, Private land

 

Luxurious Penthouse
in Baka

Located on Mordechai
Hayehudi Street, 

High-end specifications,
Private Parking, 

Ready to move in!

New Apartment in a New Building with Stunning Views

3 Bdrm, 2.5 Baths, Central A/C+Heat, Private Parking, High Ceilings
New Apartment in a Newly Built Building in San Simon 

3 Bdrm, 2.5 Baths, Central A/C+Heat, S. Balcony, East/South Exposure


