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Rabbi Avi Berman 
Executive Director, 
OU Israel 

Last week, I had a fascinating 
visit to a flour company with Rav Ezra 
Friedman (Director of the Gustave & Carol 
Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education and 
OU Kosher Rabbinic Field Representative). 
The quantity of flour and mechanisms they 
have in place to manufacture and package 
such large quantities of flour is incredible. 
The purpose of the visit was to meet with 
members of their management team with 
the goal of them becoming an OU Kosher 
certified company. 

Since they are not yet an OU company, 
I will refrain from sharing their name, but 
I will share the meaningful conversation 
we had with them. Food company owners 
are used to a certain language being used 
when dealing with Kashrut agencies. A 
lot of technical questions are asked which 
relate to Halachic concepts. However, 
when dealing with the OU we have the 
zechut of introducing new jargon into the 
discussion. In addition to the technical 
and Halachic aspect of the meeting, we 
open their eyes to what makes OU Kosher 
incredibly special - the profits OU Kosher 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

makes from certifying their products are 
invested into the community. 

Globally, revenue from Kashrut supports 
NCSY, Yachad, community programming, 
JLIC on college campuses, and many other 
OU initiatives. In Israel, Kashrut revenue 
covers roughly 25% of our programming 
which supports tens of thousands of Olim 
and thousands of at-risk youth each year. 
This is a twist that the food companies 
do not anticipate and over and over 
again I have seen these business people 
respond in awe. They simply had no idea 
that by choosing the OU for their Kosher 
certification, in addition to receiving the 
gold standard in Kashrut, they are also 
helping to provide counselors and social 
workers for at-risk teens or a much needed 
support to new Olim, whether from North 
America, Bnei Menashe Olim from India, 
or from Ethiopia. When these business 
owners and CEOs understand what we do, 
inevitably their eyes light up, and this flour 
factory was no exception. 

Right before entering the factory I 
received a bunch of pictures from Aharon 
Karov (IDF war hero and OU Israel Youth 
Centers Alumni Coordinator) and from 
Rabbi Sam Shor. I did not get a chance to 
open the pictures before walking into the 
factory, but during the meeting I told him 
that I wanted him to see what OU Israel was 
doing in real time. I opened Whatsapp to 
show him these pictures, and my finger did 
not stop scrolling since there were so many 
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pictures. He then took the phone from me 
and continued scrolling again and again 
on his own. He saw there was no end to the 
amount of OU Israel Center members and 
OU Israel Youth Centers alumni in the IDF 
receiving physical Mishlaoch Manot and 
virtual hugs during this crazy Purim season. 

These pictures would be beautiful, 
emotional pictures for anyone looking at 
them, but only the OU Israel staff, those 
receiving the packages, and their families 
understand the true, deep meaning of 
these pictures. Many of these IDF soldiers 
attended our youth clubs every week since 
they were in 6th grade, and now they 
are succeeding in the army thanks to the 
support of Aharon and the rest of the OU 
Israel Youth Centers staff. 

When Covid hit last March and the 
government incentivized companies and 
non-profit organizations to put their staff 
on chalat (furlough), a tough decision stood 
in front of OU Israel President Zvi Sand, 
myself, and the leadership of OU Israel as to 
whether we should take upon ourselves the 
risk of not knowing how we would pay our 
staff or utilize the option of chalat. Because 
we realized the endless amount of love, 
time, attention, dedication, tutoring, and 
guidance that is given to each and every 
one of our teens and participants from our 
other programs, it was clear to us that we 
had to prevent putting our dedicated OU 
Israel staff members on chalat at any cost. 
Only when you see relationships built over 
so many years do you fully understand 
how detrimental it would be if G-d forbid 
these relationships were put on pause. 

Part of what is beautiful when we see 
pictures of parents hugging their child is that 

we understand how much time and effort 
goes into the parent-child relationship. 
When I saw these pictures from Rabbi Shor 
and Aharon, I saw the time, love, and effort 
behind them. In addition to the efforts of so 
many, including friends from around the 
world that donated towards this important 
cause and Yachad members who packaged 
these beautiful Mishloach Manot, I knew 
that Aharon and our other staff drove 
many hours to reach chayalim on their 
bases down by Eilat or up by Metula. Only 
by understanding the back stories of these 
pictures do you recognize the OU Israel 
family we have been building here for the 
past 41 years. And this is exactly what I told 
the owner of the flour factory. We view 
each other as family, and I look forward 
to him joining the OU Israel family as well.

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  



6     TORAH TIDBITS / KI TISA 5781

Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of  
RCA Israel Region 

The first third of the Parsha concludes 
instructions concerning the Mishkan. The 
rest of the Parsha is the story of the Golden 
Calf, concluding with reconciliation and 
forgiveness.  

The first aliyot are amongst the longest in 
the Torah; the first is 44 verses, the second 
47. The remaining 5 aliyot combined are 
48 verses.

1st aliya (30:11-31:17) All are to 
give a half shekel to be an atone-
ment. Through these funds, the 

offerings are brought – and hence, all are 
represented through them, as a remem-
brance and an atonement. A wash basin of 
copper is to be made. It is placed outside 

KI TEITZEI the Mishkan area, near the altar.  The 
Cohanim must wash their hands and feet 
before service. Make spiced anointing oil. 
Use it to anoint the Mishkan, all its utensils 
and the Cohanim. This recipe is not to be 
made for personal body lotions.  Make 
incense to place in front of the ark, the 
place that I will Meet you. This incense is 
holy of holies. It is not to be made for your 
olfactory pleasure. I have called Bezalel 
and filled him with the Divine spirit to mas-
ter all means of craftsmanship, in metals 
and in materials. He, with Ohaliav, will 
fashion all the things for the Mishkan that 
I have commanded. Tell the people to keep 
Shabbat, as it is a sign between Me and 
them for all time, that I am the One who 
sanctifies them. Do not do any melacha. It 
is an eternal sign for them that in six days I 
made the world and in the seventh ceased.  

This very long aliya is in order that the 
entire story of the Golden Calf is in the Levi 
aliya, the second, as the Leviim did not par-
ticipate in the Golden Calf.  

The instructions for the building of the 
Mishkan have been completed. As have 
the instructions for the Cohen’s garments.  
The instructions here are all preparations.  
Have all these things ready for when the 
Mishkan is built.

The Cohanim were required to wash before 
the service. Hands and feet. Rashi says: put 
your right hand and right foot together and 
pour the water over both at once. Water is a 
recurring theme in the Torah. Hearkening 
back to creation. Verse 2 of the Torah: And 
the spirit of G-d hovered over the waters.  
Water is a symbol of a restart, reboot, 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

KI TISA

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.
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recreation, fresh start. Here the Cohanim 
wash; to indicate that what we are about 
to do is different, fresh, unlike our regular 
lives. Holy work demands sanctification.

Similarly, the utensils needed to be 
anointed. Special spiced oil, fragrant olive 
oil served to sanctify these utensils.  

Washing and anointing indicate that holi-
ness needs to have preparation. We know 
this from Shabbat. There is an expression: 
those who cook on Erev Shabbat, have 
food to eat on Shabbat. But what it means 
is: if Shabbat is to be holy, truly a holy 
day, it requires preparation. Anticipation. 
Expectation. And this is true for all the holy 
days, the chagim of the year.  They all have 
preparation time. Pesach, well, no need 
to outline the preparations needed there. 
Shavuot has the Sefira leading to it. Tisha 
B’av has the 3 weeks. Rosh Hashana has the 
month of elul. Sukkot has Rosh Hashana and 
Yom Kippur. Even Purim has Taanit Esther. 

Holiness is cultivated, nurtured, antici-
pated. Prepared.   

2nd aliya (31:18-33:11) While 
Moshe is on the mountain receiv-
ing the luchot, the people below 

are making a golden calf. G-d tells Moshe 
that his people have made a golden calf. He 
wants to destroy them and begin anew 
with Moshe. Moshe pleads on their behalf. 
G-d relents. Moshe descends with Divinely 
inscribed tablets. When he sees the golden 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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discussing how to continue to operate the 
Zula when the teenagers aren’t always 
interested in compiling with corona 
guidelines, such as not properly wearing 
their masks. Due to Corona, the Zula is 
operating outside its usual location on 
Yaffo Street since we cannot be inside. 
The cold in Yerushalayim was frigid, and 
my hands remained in my pockets while 
I shuffled my body to try and stay warm. 
Yet, a few meters in front of me our Zula 
counselors were strumming their guitars 
and sitting calmly as they listened to the 
youth unburden themselves. They were 
seeing the potential in these kids and 
watering them with acceptance and love 
because they know that they will be the 
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish 
people. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  
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calf he smashes the tablets.  Moshe con-
fronts Aharon. Aharon explains what 
happened. At the behest of Moshe, the 
Leviim punish the 3,000 guilty. Moshe 
ascends the mountain. He admits the sin of 
the people, asking for forgiveness. And if 
not, remove me from the book. G-d count-
ers that those who sin will be the ones to be 
erased. Now, go, led by my angel and lead 
the people to the land. For I will not be in 
your midst lest you be destroyed. The peo-
ple are  distraught. Moshe removed the tent 
of meeting to outside of the camp, for there 
G-d will now speak with him. A cloud 
descended when G-d spoke with Moshe.  
The people saw and bowed. G-d spoke to 
Moshe face to face, as people do.

One theme of this very rich and complex 
story is the theme of forgiveness. The Torah 
has been the story of G-d’s reach for man.  
It culminated in the intimate revelation at 
Sinai. The Mishkan is to be an enduring 
point of contact between man and G-d.  
But that closeness brings challenge. Not 
easy having G-d close. His sense of Divine 
Justice, in wanting to destroy the people is 
what Justice is all about.  

But far more important in the story is that 
Moshe wins. The story is not the story of the 

wrath. It is the story of the love. The people 
are not destroyed. The march to the land of 
Israel is to continue. G-d continues to speak 
to Moshe. While sin, idol worship no less, 
will happen, He does not give up on man.   

3rd aliya (33:12-16) Moshe chal-
lenges G-d: If I have found favor 
in your eyes, tell me Your ways. 

That way I can act properly, for this is, after 
all, Your people. G-d: I will guide you. 
Moshe: Don’t move us from here unless 
Your Face goes with us.  

This is my favourite aliya in the Torah.  
Along with the next. This section is the 
Torah reading for Shabbat Chol Hamoed 
Pesach and Sukkot.

This is the fullest, richest interaction 
between G-d and Moshe that we are privy to 
overhear. Moshe wants to know G-d’s ways. 
And he’s not alone in that one. How are we 
going to work out this Divine-human inter-
action? Because You are here and You are 
not. Moshe seeks closeness. G-d demurs.  
Moshe presses. We want your Face.   

4th aliya (33:17-23) G-d:  I will do 
as you say.  Moshe: show me Your 
kavod, Your glory. G-d: I will pass 

before you, will call My name before you, 
show mercy to whom I choose to show 
mercy to. You cannot see My face and sur-
vive. Stand in the nook in the rock; I will 
pass in front of you. You will see My back 
but My face you will not see.

G-d acquiesces to Moshe’s demand for 
closeness. To a point. Moshe presses on.  
Not just Your Face. Who are You? I want 
Your fullness, Your glory. G-d does not back 

May the Torah learned in this Torah 
Tidbits be לעילוי נשמת

נפתלי צבי בן שמואל נטע והדס ז"ל
נלב"ע כ"ג אדר ב'

In loving memory of

Harry Naftali Manheim
On his 7th yahrtzeit

23 Adar 5781
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off. I will reveal but with limits: glimpses 
from behind need suffice. This exchange is 
what we all sense in the challenge of this 
world. We see but we don’t. We perceive, 
but from behind. We want a peak but must 
live without.

5th aliya (34:1-9) G-d instructs 
Moshe to make a second set of 
tablets. Moshe ascends the moun-

tain by himself. G-d descends in a cloud 
and he calls: G-d, G-d, Merciful… the 13 
attributes of mercy. Moshe bows. And says: 
please be in our midst, for though the peo-
ple are obstinate, forgive their sins.

When G-d descends and he calls – who is 
the he. Is it He or is it he? Is it G-d or Moshe? 
Does Moshe plead with G-d for mercy? Or 
does G-d Himself call out His own Name? 
The Talmud says that G-d is the One speak-
ing. He teaches Moshe the 13 attributes of 
mercy. While that sounds odd – He is call-
ing His own Name – in the previous aliya, 
He told Moshe he was going to do that. 
Verse 33:19: I will pass in front of you and 
I will call in the Name of G-d before you.    

6th aliya (34:10-26) G-d 
responded: I am making a cove-
nant. You will see signs and 

wonders, G-d’s work that is awesome. You 
keep what I command. Don’t make a pact 
with the people in the land, for it will lead 
to you worshipping idols, and to marriage 
with them. Keep our festivals, our Shabbat, 
our laws in our Temple.

The march to the land of Israel contin-
ues.  Sin, a really bad sin, a disappointing 
national sin was the golden calf. But 
the most crucial point of the story is the 
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resumed march to the land. Forgiveness.

7th aliya (34:27-35) Moshe was in 
the mountain 40 days, writing the 
second set of the 10 command-

ments. As he descended with the tablets, his 
face shone. The people were afraid of him. 
Moshe instructed them in all that G-d spoke 
with him on the mountain.  Moshe covered 
his face when he was with the people, 
uncovering it when G-d spoke with him.

This most intense of parshas ends with 
an even more sublime image. Moshe’s 
encounter with G-d is written all over his 
face. Proximity to the Divine cannot leave 
one unchanged. 

PARSHAT PARAH 
BAMIDBAR 19:1-22

In preparation for Pesach, we review the 
laws of becoming Tahor from contact with 
the dead.  As every person need bring a 
Korban Pesach, all needed to be Tahor.  The 
section we read is from Parshat Chukat, 
outlining the laws of the Para Aduma, the 
procedure necessary for purification from 
contact with the dead.

HAFTORAH FOR  
PARSHAT PARAH  

YECHEZKEL 36:16-36
This week we read a special haftorah which 
follows the theme of this week’s additional 
Torah portion of Parshat Parah which 
speaks of the power of the ‘Red Heifer’ to 
purify.

We find in the haftorah the mention of 
“purifying waters” that are sprinkled upon 

STATS

21st of 54 sedras; 9th of 11 in Sh'mot 
Written on 245.17 lines in a Torah (8th) 
14 Parshiot; 10 open, 4 closed 
139 p'sukim (10th), 1st in Sh'mot 
2002 words (5th), 1st in Shmot 
7424 letters (8th), 1st in Sh'mot

Large sedra in general plus relatively long p'sukim, which 
explains the jump in rank from 10th for p’sukim to 5th for 
words. Only 4 other sedra have more than 2000 words.

9 mitzvot; 4 positives, 5 prohibitions 
9 doesn't seem like very many mitzvot, but only 17 
of the other 53 sedras (less than a third) have more 
mitzvot

MITZVOT

the people of Israel with the coming of the 
Mashiach.

God will take the people of Israel out of the 
exile, not necessarily as a response to their 
meritorious deeds or acts of teshuva, but as 
a result of God’s commitment to return them 
to their borders. God will bring the Israelites 
back to the Holy Land and purify them with 
the waters of the Red Heifer. The people of 
Israel will then feel ashamed of their mis-
deeds and this reality will bring about a 
process of purification. God will bestow 
prosperity and bounty upon the Land.

The following passage is one of the most 
memorable in the haftorah which describes 
an elevated and comforting vision of Eretz 
Yisrael: “This land that was desolate has 
become like the Garden of Eden, and the 
cities that were destroyed and desolate and 
pulled down have become settled as fro-
tofted cities.” 

 מזל טוב למאיר ושולמית קמנר על
הולדת הבת
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

The Inevitable 
Comedown

It was over fifty years ago, but I remem-
ber the feelings very well. They were 
overwhelming and were not dispelled 

easily.

It was just after I had completed all of my 
course requirements and dissertation 
defense in the process of obtaining my 
doctorate in psychology. Like any graduate 
school experience, this was the culmination 
of several years of study and hard work. 
The ordeal was now over, and a celebration 
was in order.

And celebrate I did, together with my wife, 
my young children, several other students, 
and assorted friends. But then, the celebra-
tion was suddenly over. I found myself inex-
plicably moody and depressed. A sense of 
emptiness enveloped me. At first, I thought 
it was just a result of a transition from a state 
of being busy to a state of boredom.

However, the feelings lingered for quite 
some time. I tried to rid myself of my 
moodiness in various ways, and it must 
have been difficult for those close to me 
to be around me. Luckily, the feelings 
were soon gone, as suddenly and as 
mysteriously as they had come.

Quite a while later, I learned that this curious 
phenomenon was very common. When 
people achieve great accomplishments, 
having put great effort and toil into them, 
they experience a sense of exhilaration 
and excitement. A “high.” Soon afterwards, 
and often very soon afterwards, there is a 
“comedown” from that “high.”

It is as if, now that the goal with which one 
had been long preoccupied was reached, 
life had become meaningless. There is 
nothing further to do, no ongoing purpose. 
A pervasive sense of emptiness ensues.

The struggle to fill that emptiness is fraught 
with danger. In my own case, the emptiness 
thankfully passed in relatively short order, 
with no harm done, and no unusual “acting 
out” on my part. But others in similar 
predicaments frequently attempt to fill that 
emptiness in ways which result in great, 
and sometimes tragic, difficulties.

The psychological mechanism I have just 
described helps to explain a most puzzling 
event in this week’s Torah portion, Parshat 
Ki Tisa (Exodus 30:11-34:35). I refer, of 
course, to the episode of the Golden Calf.

Just a few short weeks ago, in the Torah 
portion of Yitro, we read of how the Children 
of Israel experienced the most momentous 
occasion in human history. The Almighty 
revealed Himself to them at Mount Sinai in 
an awe-inspiring atmosphere of thunder 
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and lightning. They heard the voice of God, 
and they were spiritually elevated by His 
revelation. They were, almost literally, on 
a “high.”

Moses then ascends Mount Sinai and 
remains there for forty days and forty 
nights. During that time, the people come 
down from their “high.” His disappearance 
mystifies them, they become impatient 
and irritable. We can empathize with 
their sense of emptiness, although we 
are shocked by the manner in which they 
choose to deal with that emptiness.

“When the people saw that Moses delayed 
to come down from the mount, the people 
came together unto Aaron, and said unto 
him: ‘Up, make us a god...’ And all the 
people broke off all the golden earrings 
which were in their ears and brought them 
unto Aaron...he...made it a molten calf and 
they said: ‘This is thy god, O Israel...’He 
built an altar before it...And the people sat 
down to eat and to drink and rose up to 
make merry.” (Exodus 32:1-6)

What a comedown! How can one explain 
a process of spiritual deterioration as 
drastic as this? Just weeks ago, the Jewish 
people were on the highest possible level of 
religiosity and commitment to the one God. 
Now they are dancing and prancing before 
a golden idol. Is this not inexplicable?

Yes, it is inexplicable, but it is a common 
human phenomenon. People are capable 
of attaining greatness, but they are not 
as capable of sustaining greatness. They 
can achieve “highs” of all kinds, but they 
cannot maintain those “highs.” There is an 
inevitable “comedown.”
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@Fancycolors vmkdiamonds.comvmk_diamonds

054-397-7707Mishael Vardi

Turn Your Gold 
into Cash!

Pays Cash
 Best rate for
 broken, old

 gold,
inheritances

 Safe &
Convenient
Served at 

your place, 
without 

Schlepping 
out.

Covid 
complient

Reliability
 Member of
 the Israel
 Diamond

  Exchange &
 the World
 Federation
since 1997

Jewelry 
Manufacturer 

Upgrade old to 
new 

• free personal 
design

• Buy the 
diamond from 

the source



14     TORAH TIDBITS / KI TISA 5781

This concept is so very well expressed in 
the following verse:

Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord?

Who may stand in His holy place?” (Psalms 
24:3)

Homiletically, this has been interpreted to 
mean that even after the first question is 
answered, and we learn “who may ascend 
the mountain,” the question still remains: 
“Who can continue to stand there?” It is 
relatively easy to ascend to a high level; 
much more difficult is remaining at that 
high-level and preserving it.

My revered colleague, one of the most 
insightful spiritual thinkers of our age, 
the late lamented Rav Adin Steinsaltz, 
believed that the best example of deterio-
ration following an exciting climax is the 
experience of childbirth itself. He pointed 
to the phenomenon known as “postpartum 
depression.” A woman, a mother, has just 
experienced what is probably the highest 
of all “highs,” the emergence of a child from 
her womb. But quite commonly, that expe-
rience is followed by a sense of depression, 
which is sometimes incapacitating, and 
sometimes even disastrous.

The physiological process of giving birth 
calls upon the utilization of every part of 
the mother’s body, from her muscles and 
nervous system to her hormonal fluids. Her 
body has exerted itself to the maximum. In 
the process she has achieved the greatest 
of all achievements, the production of 
another human being.

But soon afterwards, when the body, as 
it were, has nothing left to do, she feels 

depleted and empty. She can easily sink 
into a depression, sometimes deep enough 
to merit a clinical diagnosis of “postpartum 
depression.”

This is an important lesson in our per-
sonal spiritual lives. Often, we experience 
moments of intense spirituality, of tran-
scendence. But those moments are brief, 
and transitory. When they are over, we 
feel “shortchanged,” and we despair of ever 
returning to those precious experiences.

We must take hope in the knowledge that 
almost all intense human experiences are 
transitory, and are followed by feelings of 
hollowness. We can ascend the mountain, 
but we cannot long stand there.

We must humbly accept our descent, our 
frustrating failures and limitations, and 
persist in climbing the mountain. Ups 
and downs, peaks and valleys, are to be 
expected in all aspects of our life.

We will experience “highs,” but we must 
expect the inevitable “comedown.” And we 
must hang in there and try and try again to 
recapture those “highs.”

This is the lesson of this week’s parsha. Our 
people ascended a spiritual mountain. They 
then descended into an orgy of idolatry. But 
then they persisted and with the assistance 
of God’s bountiful mercy and, as we read 
later in the Torah portion, received this 
divine assurance:

“And he said, behold, I make a covenant: 
Before all Thy people I will do marvels, such 
as have not been done in all the earth...And 
all the people...shall see the work of the 
Lord…” (Exodus 34:10) 
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How  
Leaders Fail

As we have seen in both Vayetse 
and Vaera, leadership is marked 
by failure. It is the recovery that is 

the true measure of a leader. Leaders can 
fail for two kinds of reason. The first is 

external. The time may not be right. The 
conditions may be unfavourable. There 
may be no one on the other side to talk 
to. Machiavelli called this Fortuna: the 
power of bad luck that can defeat even the 
greatest individual. Sometimes, despite 
our best efforts, we fail. Such is life.

The second kind of failure is internal. 
A leader can simply lack the courage to 
lead. Sometimes leaders have to oppose 
the crowd. They have to say no when 
everyone else is crying yes. That can 
be terrifying. Crowds have a will and 
momentum of their own. To say no could 
place your career, or even your life, at risk. 
That is when courage is needed, and not 
showing it can constitute a moral failure 
of the worst kind.

The classic example is King Saul, who 
failed to carry out Samuel’s instructions in 
his battle against the Amalekites. Saul was 
told to spare no one and nothing. This is 
what happened:

When Samuel reached him, Saul said, 
“The Lord bless you! I have carried out the 
Lord’s instructions.”

But Samuel said, “What then is this 
bleating of sheep in my ears? What is this 
lowing of cattle that I hear?”

Saul answered, “The soldiers brought 
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עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by Dr. Robert 
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CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת  
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 

In loving memory of  my devoted, elegant mother

Blanche Bunim ע"ה
on her 45th Yaartzeit

Her legacy is cherished by her family, R.J.J. 
Women's Organization, Y.U., Young Israel 
Kosher Kitchens, Amit, The Home for the 

Blind, as well as the Schick family, who were 
able to survive due to the success of  their 

bakery, which began in my mother's kitchen.
May she be a מליצה ישרה for all of  us 

and for Klal Yisrael.
Chana Bunim Rubin Ausubel



OU ISRAEL CENTER         17

them from the Amalekites; they spared the 
best of the sheep and cattle to sacrifice to 
the Lord your God, but we totally destroyed 
the rest.”

“Enough!” Samuel said to Saul. “Let me 
tell you what the Lord said to me last night.” 

“Tell me,” Saul replied.
Samuel said, “Although you may be small 

in your own eyes, are you not head of the 
tribes of Israel? The Lord anointed you king 
over Israel. And He sent you on a mission, 
saying, ‘Go and completely destroy those 
wicked people, the Amalekites; wage war 
against them until you have wiped them 
out.’ Why did you not obey the Lord? Why 
did you pounce on the plunder and do evil 
in the eyes of the Lord?”

“But I did obey the Lord,” Saul said. “I 
went on the mission the Lord assigned me. 
I completely destroyed the Amalekites and 
brought back Agag their king. The soldiers 
took sheep and cattle from the plunder, the 
best of what was devoted to God, in order 
to sacrifice them to the Lord your God at 
Gilgal.” (I Sam. 15:13–21)

Saul makes excuses. The failure was not 
his; it was the fault of his soldiers. Besides 
which, he and they had the best intentions. 
The sheep and cattle were spared to offer 
as sacrifices. Saul did not kill King Agag but 
brought him back as a prisoner. Samuel 
is unmoved. He says, “Because you have 
rejected the word of the Lord, He has 
rejected you as King.” (I Sam. 15:23). Only 
then does Saul admit, “I have sinned.” 
(15:24) But by this point it is too late. He 
has proven himself unworthy to begin the 
lineage of kings of Israel. 

There is an apocryphal quote attributed 
to several politicians: “Of course I follow 
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the party. After all, I am their leader.”1 
There are leaders who follow instead of 
leading. Rabbi Yisrael Salanter compared 
them to a dog taking a walk with its owner. 
The dog runs on ahead, but keeps turning 
around to see whether it is going in the 
right direction. The dog may think it is 
leading but actually it is following.

That, on a plain reading of the text, was 
the fate of Aaron in this week’s parsha. 
Moses had been up the mountain for forty 
days. The people were afraid. Had he died? 
Where was he? Without Moses they felt 
bereft. He was their point of contact with 
God. He performed the miracles, divided 
the Sea, gave them water to drink and food 
to eat. This is how the Torah describes what 
happened next:

When the people saw that Moses was so 
long in coming down from the mountain, 
they gathered round Aaron and said, 
“Come, make us a god who will go before 
us. As for this man Moses who brought us 
up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has 
happened to him.” Aaron answered them, 
“Take off the gold earrings that your wives, 
your sons and your daughters are wearing, 
and bring them to me.” So all the people 
took off their earrings and brought them 
to Aaron. He took what they gave him and 

1  This phrase has been attributed to 
Benjamin Disraeli, Stanley Baldwin and 
Alexandre Auguste Ledru-Rollin.

he fashioned it with a tool and made it 
into a molten Calf. Then they said, “This is 
your god, Israel, who brought you up out of 
Egypt.” (Ex. 32:1-4)

God becomes angry. Moses pleads with 
Him to spare the people. He then descends 
the mountain, sees what has happened, 
smashes the Tablets of the Law he has 
brought down with him, burnes the idol, 
grinds it to powder, mixes it with water and 
makes the Israelites drink it. Then he turns 
to Aaron his brother and asks, “What have 
you done?”

“Do not be angry, my lord,” Aaron 
answered. “You know how prone these 
people are to evil. They said to me, ‘Make us 
a god who will go before us. As for this man 
Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we 
don’t know what has happened to him.’ So I 
told them, ‘Whoever has any gold jewellery, 
take it off.’ Then they gave me the gold, and 
I threw it into the fire, and out came this 
Calf!” (Ex. 32:22-24)

Aaron blames the people. It was they 
who made the illegitimate request. He 
denies responsibility for making the calf. 
It just happened. “I threw it into the fire, 
and out came this Calf!” This is the same 
kind of denial of responsibility we recall 
from the story of Adam and Eve. The man 
says, “It was the woman.” The woman says, 
“It was the serpent.” It happened. It wasn’t 
me. I was the victim not the perpetrator. In 
anyone such evasion is a moral failure; in 
a leader such as Saul the King of Israel and 
Aaron the High Priest, all the more so.

The odd fact is that Aaron was not 
immediately punished. According to the 
Torah he was condemned for another 
sin altogether when, years later, he and Hillel Levin - The Matza Man at: hillel.leib@gmail.comHillel Levin - The Matza Man: www.matzaman.co.il 
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Moses spoke angrily against the people 
complaining about lack of water: “Aaron 
will be gathered to his people. He will not 
enter the land I give the Israelites, because 
both of you rebelled against My command 
at the waters of Meribah” (Num. 20:24).

It was only later still, in the last month 
of Moses’ life, that Moses told the people 
a fact that he had kept from them until 
that point: “I feared the anger and wrath 
of the Lord, for He was angry enough 
with you to destroy you. But again the 
Lord listened to me. And the Lord was 
angry enough with Aaron to destroy him, 
but at that time I prayed for Aaron too.” 
(Deut. 9:19-20) God, according to Moses, 
was so angry with Aaron for the sin of 
the Golden Calf that He was about to kill 
him, and would have done so had it not 
been for Moses’ prayer.

It is easy to be critical of people who 
fail the leadership test when it involves 
opposing the crowd, defying the consensus, 
blocking the path the majority are intent on 
taking. The truth is that it is hard to oppose 
the mob. They can ignore you, remove you, 
even assassinate you. When a crowd gets 
out of control there is no elegant solution. 
Even Moses was helpless in the face of the 
people’s demands during the later episode 
of the spies (Num. 14:5).

Nor was it easy for Moses to restore 
order. He must now take a most dramatic 
action: smashing the Tablets and grinding 
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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guarantees. Rental income often in excess of 3.5%.

Talbieh- 4-5 room apts. good exposures. 
Shabbat elevator, machsan and parking.

Katamon - 5 room garden apt., 130m, 
renovated, parking, close to shtiblech.

Rechavia -  5 rooms, 2.5 baths,  renovated, 
light, bright, close to shopping and 
transportation.

Baka -  5 room penthouse with terraces, 
Shabbat elevator, parking, immediate entry. 
12,200nis

Talbieh - Pinsker building, long term 
rental, Shabbat elevator, parking, shul in 
building.

For Sale

For rent

¯Ï˘ ÈÙÈ˘ ÍÂÂÈ˙¯Ï˘ ÈÙÈ˘ ÍÂÂÈ˙
‰¯ÈÎÓÏ‰¯ÈÎÓÏ
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FOR SALEFOR SALE

SHIFFY SHNELLERSHIFFY SHNELLER
REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

052-2639702  |  www.shneller.co.il
Shiffy@shneller co.il

Mazal Tov to
Yehudis & Alvin Schamroth 

and family on the engagement  
of their son
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the Calf to dust. He then asks for support 
and is given it by his fellow Levites. They 
take reprisals against the crowd, killing 
three thousand people that day. History 
judges Moses a hero but he might well 
have been seen by his contemporaries as 
a brutal autocrat. We, thanks to the Torah, 
know what passed between God and Moses 
at the time. The Israelites at the foot of the 
mountain knew nothing of how close they 
had come to being utterly destroyed.

Tradition dealt kindly with Aaron. He is 
portrayed as a man of peace. Perhaps that 
is why he was made High Priest. There 
is more than one kind of leadership, and 
priesthood involves following rules, not 
taking stands and swaying crowds. The 
fact that Aaron was not a leader in the 
same mould as Moses does not mean that 
he was a failure. It means that he was made 
for a different kind of role. There are times 
when you need someone with the courage 
to stand against the crowd, others when 
you need a peacemaker. Moses and Aaron 

were different types. Aaron failed when 
he was called on to be a Moses, but he 
became a great leader in his own right in 
a different capacity. And as two different 
leaders working together, Aaron and Moses 
complemented one another. No one person 
can do everything.

The truth is that when a crowd runs out 
of control, there is no easy answer. That is 
why the whole of Judaism is an extended 
seminar in individual and collective 
responsibility. Jews do not, or should 
not, form crowds. When they do, it may 
take a Moses to restore order. But it 
may take an Aaron, at other times, to 
maintain the peace. 

Covenant and Conversation 5781 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable 
Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks  
zt"l are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ 
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read 
more on www.rabbisacks.org.

New at Torah Tidbits!New at Torah Tidbits!
Special For Our Readers!

Have your photo appear on the cover of Torah Tidbits. For the Pre-Pesach edition  
that will appear on March 20th and the Shabbat Erev Pesach edition (March 27):

Take a picture of something special that relates to the holiday or themes of Pesach. 
We will select a photo most suited that speaks powerfully to our TT readership.

Please send your high resolution photo  
to aarong@ouisrael.org by March 11th.

(Image will be cropped to this size: 13.8X18.2 cm, 300 dpi)

We are looking forward to seeing your amazing shots!
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Call 058-5416146  
or click to fill in your details, and we’ll get back to you.

 Meticulously researched, superbly
 written and richly illustrated with
 rare photos, timelines, maps, and
infographics

CLICK 
HERE!
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In ancient Israel, while the Bet HaMik-
dash stood and Israel observed the rites 
and rituals dictated to us in the Torah, 

Chazal understood that, as the Pesach holi-
day approached, it was essential to remind 
the people that one must maintain a state of 
“purity”, since one who was impure could 
not partake of the Korban Pesach.  For this 
reason, both today’s special Maftir read-
ing as well as the accompanying haftarah, 
focus upon the concepts of tahara and 
tum’ah, purity and defilement. But there 
is an essential difference between the two 
themes found in these readings.

The Torah reading speaks of the defile-
ment of the individual, a result of direct 
or indirect contact with a “met”, a corpse. 
A litany of laws, a veritable instruction 
booklet given to the nation, clarifies for 
them how to avoid defilement and, when 
necessary, how to purify oneself if one 
does become impure. The importance of 
avoiding contact with a corpse, to distance 
ourselves from mortality of Man may well 
have been in order to draw closer to the 
Immortal One, something we do when we 
enter the Bet Mikdash environs to offer 
the Korban Pesach. It is certainly a most 
important teaching to the generations who 
merited to worship in our Holy Temple 
and, understandably, this is why Chazal 
established this reading at this time of 
year.

The haftarah reading from Sefer 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

Yechezkel, however, is based NOT on 
defilement and purification of the indi-
vidual but, as R. Yehuda Shaviv, z”l 
points out, with the defilement of an 
entire nation. The navi condemns an 
Israelite nation who “defiled” the holy 
land-not through contact with the dead, 
but through immoral behavior that vio-
lated the sanctity of Eretz Yisra’el.  The 
parsha discusses tum’at haguf, a physi-
cal impurity, while the haftarah speaks 
of moral defilement. And, whereas the 
Torah speaks of a place that defiled a 
person (a tent in which a corpse is found) 
the navi, speaks of a people who defiled a 
place. And as the Torah reading was espe-
cially pertinent to the past Temple-era 
generations, I would submit that the 
haftarah has a message that is especially 
fitting for today’s generation.

A simple reading of the haftarah 
(Yechezkel 36; 16-38) reveals that the navi 
is not limiting his words to the nation liv-
ing in Eretz Yisrael but includes those who 
live in the Diaspora. The painful words of 
criticism directed at the nation for defil-
ing the Land of Israel is extended to those 
who, living in Galut defiled Hashem’s 
Holy Name, “Vay’chal’lu et Shem Kod’shi” 
by their improper behavior in the foreign 
countries. Can there be a worse sin??  Pub-
lic Chilul HaShem!!  

And as painful as it is to read those 
words it is even more painful to apply 
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them to our behavior today. Do we, who 
live in Eretz HaKodesh, the Holy Land, 
behave in a holy way? Do we, as a “goy 
kadosh” keep a standard of sanctity when 
we speak to others? Or about others? Do 
we show respect to those who enforce the 
law? Do we follow acceptable customs of 
behavior waiting on line in a store? Or on 
the bus? Do we sanctify our speech, our 
manners and our relationships? I regretta-
bly admit that I can no longer listen to the 
news broadcasts because of the disrespect-
ful shouting and arguing. 

Do we, chas v’shalom, defile the Holy 
Land that we live in?

And how about our behavior when we 
visit foreign countries? Does our behavior 
create a sanctification of Hashem’s name 
overseas? Are we gladly welcomed back 
to places we have previously visited or are 
we asked to leave or are we thrown off of 
airplanes and out of parks?

Yechezkel is speaking to us today. We 
have made huge strides as a political entity, 
as an economic power and as a cultural 
center. But how have we done as a “goy 
kadosh”, a holy nation? That is the ques-
tion we should ponder on this Shabbat.

It is a question that Yechezkel challenges 
us to answer. 

Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History 
lectures can be viewed by visiting the OU 
Israel Video archive: https://www.ouisrael.
org/video-library/

054-723-3863  

For information on magni�cent stand alone homes in 
German Colony, Baka and Old Katamon.

Call today: Eta: 054-723-3863  

 

 

Talpiot/Mekor Chaim  

Talbiya

Baka
100 sqm apartment in new project, 3 bedrooms, 2 
full bathrooms, high ceilings, terrace (partial sukka) 
shabbat elevator and parking. 4,250,000 NIS.

Duplex penthouse with elevator, two sukka terraces. 
160 sqm brand new. Fantastic deal. 4,550,000 NIS!!! 

Old Katamon
Fantastic garden apt in Old Katamon. Renovated 
with a 57 sqm registered garden. High ceilings, 
authentic Jerusalem stone building, 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms 4,600,000 NIS.

New project  4, 5,  6 rooms available. Underground 
parking, shabbat elevator and storage. Starting 
prices at 3,800,000 NIS- larger apts -6,000,000 NIS.

Luxurious �nished penthouse 130 sqm, one �oor, 
parking, shabbat elevator. 100 sqm Sukkah terrace. 
6,000,000 NIS.

Downtown
Saido� Tower: 200 sqm - one �oor, 5 bedrooms, 
terrace. Underground parking 24/7 doorman, pool 
& gym. Call for more info. Rental option available.

Gorgeous duplex penthouse. 155 sqm, 4 bedrooms, 
2.5 bathrooms, sukka terrace, underground parking, 
shabbat elevator, turn key apartment. 
4,800,000 NIS !!!!!

Quadra Complex, 109 sqm with 25 sqm registered 
garden, underground parking, storage in apartment 
elevator, pool and gym  asking:
4,500,000 NIS.

Beautiful apartment in Talbiya, 150 sqm, one �oor. 
High end �nishes, underground parking. 
Shabbat elevator, Sukkah terrace.  7,900,000 NIS.

German Colony 
New luxury project German Colony. 3 & 4 room 
apartments underground parking and storage, 
starting at 3,000,000 NIS.

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.   
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com 

  Tel: 054-723-3863  ·  etamorrisrealty.co.il
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Raise  
Your Head

Rav Moshe Feinstein derives two 
important lessons with respect to 
one’s self esteem and maximizing 

one’s potential from pesukim in our par-
sha. The first lesson is derived from the 
opening words of the parsha. Why is the 
verb תשא (to uplift) used when counting 
the people?  There are other more direct 
terms that could have been used – like to 
count למנות?  

Rav Moshe suggests that the specific 
term “tisa”– to uplift is used in order to 
alleviate one’s concerns of feeling inferior 
to others. One may desire to learn Torah, 
but when they compare themselves to oth-
ers who are wiser and more learned, one 
may experience despair. One’s humble sen-
timents can lead to low self-esteem.   When 
counting all members of Am Yisrael, each 
individual is counted as one. No matter how 

smart, strong or affluent, every member is 
attributed the same value when counting. 
One need only apply himself and to work 
hard to be able to achieve. To “lift himself 
up”- to strive for excellence.  

Later in the parsha, a second similar 
lesson is deduced. Hashem tells Moshe 
that he has selected Betzalel to assist with 
the construction of the Mishkan. The pasuk 
states: “Re’ei karati b’shem Betzalel” See – 
I designated Betzalel.. (Shemot 31:1). Rav 
Moshe inquires: where did Hashem pre-
viously designate Betzalel? We do not find 
a previous pasuk that articulates any such 
delegation. Rav Moshe explains – if Betzalel 
possessed special talent with respect to 
architecture, obviously he was gifted with 
such characteristics in order to use them 
for the good of society and to fulfil Ratzon 
Hashem (the will of God). He was allotted 
this skill so that he could contribute to the 
building of the Mishkan.  

Each and every individual has specific 
skills. Some individuals have the ability 
to sing or sculpture, while others have the 
power of persuasion or the ability to orga-
nize or manage. No matter what talent one 
enjoys, one is to direct that talent towards 
Ratzon Hashem. To recognize that he was 
gifted with a specific ability in order to uti-
lize it for a specific purpose.  

A story is told of a professor who 
placed a glass jar in the front of a class-
room. He poured rocks into the jar until 

Mazal Tov to

Helen Silas 
on your special birthday

with all our love from your  
adoring children, grandchildren and  

great-grandchildren
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it overflowed.  The professor then asked 
the class if the jar was full. The students 
replied that the jar was indeed full. The 
professor then took out a bag of small 
pebbles and inserted them into the jar. 
Apparently, the jar was not full, since these 
pebbles were able to be inserted into the 
jar. After inserting the pebbles, the profes-
sor asked if the jar was now full, to which 
the students replied in the affirmative. The 
professor then took out a bag with sand 
and poured the sand into the bag, again 
showing that more could be inserted into 
the jar that the students had thought was 
full. After the sand was overflowing the 
students told the professor, now the jar 
was full. Then the professor poured water 
into the jar, highlighting that even at this 
juncture there was still room in the jar. 
The lesson taught that day was that even 
when one thinks they reached a plateau, if 
you try hard enough there is always room 
for more. We must work hard to reach our 
potential.  

After being required to social distance for 
nearly a year, we should reflect on what we 
can do to contribute to our shuls, neighbor-
hoods and the greater Jewish community. 
We each have skills that perhaps we have 
not tapped in the past. Ki Tisa et Rosh- we 
should take this opportunity to raise up 
our heads, to maximize our potential and 
as Bezalel did, utilize our skills and talents 
to improve the society around us. 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

FOR SALE

AMAZING INVESTMENT IN OLD ARNONA
EFRATA ST #30

3.5 RMS IN BLDG SET TO UNDERGO TAMA 38
CURRENTLY 79 M, AFTER TAMA WILL BE 100 M
3 DIRECTIONS, GOOD CONDITION, STORAGE 

AND PRIVATE PARKING
NIS 2,350,000

 LUXURY APT IN CITY CENTER
IN THE NEVIIM COURT PROJECT

4.5 RMS, 120 M, 3RD FL WITH SHABBAT 
ELEVATOR, PRIVATE PARKING, STORAGE, 
BALCONY WITH VIEW TO THE MOUNT OF 

OLIVES, CHURCHLAND LEASE TO 2110
NIS 4,450,000

Dov Shapiro 052.5533739 | Ilana Nelson 054.5341403
integrityrealestate.co.il

Mazal Tov to  
Gershon & Debbie Markowitz 

and family on the Bar Mitzvah  
of their grandson, Netanel Tub
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

This Shabbat is known as Parashat 
Parah wherein we read about the 
purification process for those who 

are tamei l’met.  Although we do not yet 
have a parah adumah the message of puri-
ty is still relevant as we prepare for Pesach 
each year.

The Torah describes how anything, 
vessel or person, that became impure 
from being in contact with a corpse were 
sprinkled with water mixed with the ashes 
of the parah adumah as part of the process 
to regain purity. Rav Wolfson homiletically 
explains this as describing Hashem going 
out to gather His people from near and far 
on Purim to bring them closer to Him.  The 
Shabbat after Purim, Parashat Parah, is the 
apex of this experience. It is when Hashem 
begins the process of purification, inspiring 
us to come closer to Him.  Indeed, the sifrei 
kabbalah note that each day preceding 
Pesach Hashem provides each Jewish soul 
with the ability to begin extricating itself 
from the clutches of the yetzer hara.  

Rav Zev Leff remarks that on Pesach 
we are obligated to see ourselves as if we 
left Egypt. It is not just a commemoration 
of leaving a locale on the map, rather each 
year we ourselves must leave our metzarim, 
the constraints that limit us.  Parashat 
Parah is a reminder that this period is a 
time to look at the aspects of ourselves that 
need improvement and work on moving 
ourselves past our limitations.

Rav Biderman in Be’er Hachayim echoes 
this idea. This Shabbat is an opportunity 
to focus on purity of the heart.  He quotes 
the Pri Tzadik who finds proof of this 
in the haftorah itself. Contrary to what 
would seem logical, the haftorah does 
not mention the idea of purification for 
coming in contact with a corpse. Rather, 
Chazal chose the selection from Yechezkel 
(36;25-27) which describes how Hashem 
will sprinkle Am Yisrael with pure water 
to purify and infuse them with a new 
heart and spirit. Here the navi emphasizes 
a spiritual rejuvenation. The Chatam 
Sofer adds that the dust and ashes of the 
parah symbolize the broken hearts in the 
teshuvah process, our tears of repentance 
resemble the waters that are sprinkled to 
achieve purification.

Rav Biderman teaches that reading this 
Torah portion is akin to undergoing the 
process of taharah. He points out that in 
the opening pesukim (Bamidbar 19;1-2) the 
word ‘lemor”, to say, is repeated twice.  This 
demonstrates that when there is no Beit 
Hamikdash, the ‘saying’ or reading from 
the Torah must be supplemented in some 
way. The Beis Aharon thus highlights the 
importance of having kavanah for the kriat 
haTorah to effect purification. Moreover, 
to concretize the desire to better ourselves, 
we should strengthen ourselves in an area 
of holiness. A small commitment has the 
power to bring tremendous purity. 
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Dedicated L'Iluy Nishmas HaChaver 
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l 

Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Willingness 

A story was related by Rebbe 
Avraham Yaakov of Sadigora 
zy’a, the son of the Rebbe Yisrael 

of Rhizin:
One Erev Shabbos, Rebbe Yisrael the holy 

Baal Shem Tov zy’a appeared in a shtetl 
unexpectedly. Locals were thrilled to be 
graced by the presence of the Tzadik, though 
the Baal Shem Tov declined all invitations 
for Shabbos and asked to be left alone in the 
shteibl. Throughout the night the Baal Shem 
Tov remained in shul, davening and recit-
ing Tehillim fervently, without pause. Surely 
something was wrong! In the morning, the 
villagers’ concerns were allayed when the 
Baal Shem Tov seemed content and joyous, 
and accepted the gabbai’s invitation for the 

daytime Shabbos seudah.
In the course of the meal, they were 

interrupted by a drunken peasant knock-
ing on doors looking for some vodka. The 
gabbai was about to drive him away, but 
the Baal Shem Tov asked that he be wel-
comed. The Tzadik sat him down, poured a 
large shot of mashkeh and asked the gentile 
visitor to relate what he’d experienced the 
night before. 

The peasant described being summoned 
with his friends to the estate of the local 
poritz, who was planning a pogrom against 
the Jewish community. The locals didn’t 
need much convincing, and were ready at a 
moment’s notice to set out on a murderous 
rampage:

“We waited all night at the estate for the 
final go-ahead… but soon after gathering 
us, the Poritz was called into an important 
meeting and abruptly locked himself in 
his office with an unexpected visitor, an 
old associate that he hadn’t seen for nearly 
forty years! After waiting there for hours, 
he finally emerged and strangely told us 
all to go home, and that anyone who raises 
their hand against the Jews would be 
punished severely.” 

This “unexpected visitor”, explained the 
Sadigura Rebbe, “had been dead for years… 
and was dragged from the grave by the 
holy Baal Shem Tov’s prayers to intervene 
on behalf of Klal Yisrael in front of his old 
friend, the Poritz.



OU ISRAEL CENTER         29

“You might wonder why the Baal Shem 
Tov had to travel all the way to that shtetl 
for Shabbos in order to avert the gezeirah 
decree,” continued the Rebbe. “Couldn’t 
he have just remained in Medzibuz and 
davened from his own beis medrash?”

Said the Rebbe, “The Baal Shem Tov’s 
intent in going to the village was clear: 
‘Halevai I will succeed in saving the town 
with my prayers… but if not, then let my 
fate be together with them!’”

Our sedra describes the painful episode 
of the Eigel HaZahav, the Golden Calf, that 
transpires when Moshe Rabbeinu does not 
descend from Har Sinai when expected. 
Impatient, the people create an idol. Seeing 
them celebrating, Moshe Rabbeinu drops 
the hewn tablets of the Aseres HaDibros, 
shattering the holy stones. 

When Hashem proposes to destroy the 
nation and begin a new history starting 
with Moshe, Moshe refuses. Our Rayah 
Mehemnah, the Faithful Shepherd, pro-
tests, and rises up in our defense: “If You 
do not forgive them, macheini na m’sifre-
cha, “Blot me out of the book that You have 
written!” 

Moshe’s intent resounds: “Let my fate be 
together with them!” Indeed, Our Teacher is 
ready to give up all of his accomplishments, 
his legacy and place in history — for us. But 
he is not a mere ‘captain going down with 
the ship’. Moshe Rabbeinu stands up and 
‘fights’ for us with Azus deKedushah, holy 
brazenness. And he models what it means 
to be a leader: ready to perform mesirus 
nefesh, self-sacrifice for his people. Not only 
does he save Am Yisrael, he triggers the rev-
elation of the 13 Attributes of Divine Mercy, 

paving a way for Tikun and salvation for all 
generations. He places these Attributes in 
our hands, as the treasures of our Selichos 
liturgy. 

Our sedra provides us an opportunity to 
consider: 

In our day to day lives, how do we 
sacrifice for the wellbeing of others?

How can I more deeply commit myself to 
Klal Yisrael and all of humanity?

To what extent are we willing to receive 
Moshe’s teaching and give up everything in 
the service of our People? 

From Moshe Rabbeinu and the Baal 
Shem Tov, our mandate is clear: we must 
do all that we can on behalf of Klal Yisrael. 
Our fates are inextricably bound up with 
our brothers and sisters. May we all be 
blessed with good health, and experience 
revealed good in every way! 
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SESSION #3 -  SUNDAY MARCH 7, 7:30PM

OU Israel Bat Mitzvah & Beyond Program
For girls in Grades 6-8 and their mothers and/or grandmothers
*Each session is a stand-alone session

OU ISRAEL CENTER       l     WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

OU ISRAEL CENTER       l     WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG       l     02-560-9110

Women Reaching Higher

Topic:  The Imahot and other Female Role Models throughout History: 
Being a Link in the Chain

u    Guided Chavruta learning for grandmothers, mothers, and daughters
u     “Pretzel-based” discussion about how we can emulate great women in Jewish history, 
       and our unique role as a link in the chain
u     Multimedia encounter with modern-day heroines
u    Drama workshop

Free of Charge!  ZOOM PROGRAM
Register at www.ouisrael/events/batmitzvah3
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VVIIRRTTUUAALL  MMOOTTHHEERR--DDAAUUGGHHTTEERR  
PPEESSAACCHH  EEVVEENNTT

w Chavrusa Learning + Mini-Shiur/Discussion 
w Make your own Kriyat Yam Suf mural with artist 
Yael Harris Resnick! 

Recommended for teens and their mothers 
Register (FREE) at 
ouisrael.org/pesachmd and we’lll send you details

Artwork by Yael Harris Resnick

Women Reaching Higher

OU ISRAEL CENTER        l        WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

OU ISRAEL CENTER        l        WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

Women Reaching Higher

In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a”h 
מרת חיה סאשא בת ר’ יוסף הלל

Sunday, March 14, Nisan 1 , 9:00AM - 1:00PM
FREE ADMISSION

FOR WOMEN ONLY

IN-PERSON ROSH CHODESH 
NISAN SEMINAR FOR WOMEN

9:00 – 9:15  Redemption from Zoom Bondage to 
In-Person Gatherings! Zemira Ozarowski
  
9:15 -10:10 Unlocking the Haggadah: 
A Guided Journey Through the Seder 
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
 
10:10 – 10:50 My Journey to Freedom: 
A Personal Account

11:00 - 11:50   Guide to Cleaning and Kashering 
your Kitchen Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Director of the 
OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut 
Education

12:00-1:00  Mirror, Mirror on the Wall: 
Snow White & the Seder Plate 
Rabbanit Shani Taragin

t  Limited Seating - Pre-registration mandatory! 
     www.ouisrael.org/events/nisan2021
t  On- site participation in accordance with official 

government tav yarok protocols 
     See above webpage for details

t  Masks and Social distancing required
     This event will also be livestreamed at 
     https:/ zoom.us/j/89074876483   
     Password: ouisrael
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MON, MAR 8 TUE, MAR 9 WED, MAR 10 THURS, MAR 11

9:00 AM
Rabbi Ian Pear
Meaning in Mitzvot

10:15 AM
Rabbi Baruch Taub
Parshat HaShavua

11:30 AM Rabbi Shai 
Finkelstein Unlocking the 
Messages of Chazal 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

4:30PM 
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

8:00 PM
Rabbi Ari Kahn
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/2624570009

To our beloved 
OU Israel Center 
class participants:
 
In an effort to improve 
our record keeping and 
oversight of all our shiurim 
and programs, we have 
now moved to a new class 
log-in system. 
In order to participate in 
our morning Zoom classes, 
you will be required to 
first log in to our OU Israel 
website at www.ouisrael.
org/classes and register 
for your class. 
You will then 
automatically receive the 
Zoom link for that class 
in.your email. 

Please call Esther at 
058-447-0451 or 
David at 058-630-6073 
(S-Th from 9-2) 
with any questions.

Thanks for your 
patience and 
understanding!

9:15 AM
Mrs. Pearl Borow 
Sefer Nechemya  (L’Ayla) 

10:30 AM
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider
Rav Soloveitchik on the 
Parsha

11:45 AM
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Ethics, family and society 
in the writings of Rav 
Hirsch, Rav Kook and Rav 
Soloveitchik

4:30PM
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

7:00 PM 
Rabbi Baruch Taub 
Parshat HaShavua 
https://zoom.us/j/888974573
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
888974573?pwd=cXdvdGF
WQzRNMWhMcmY2eEo0SX
ptUT09 

9:00 PM
Rabbi Sam Shor 
Penimiut HaTorah- Inspiration 
from the Masters of
Jewish Thought 
facebook.com/OUIsrael

9:00 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz 
Minchat  Chinuch 

9:15 AM
Mrs. Shira Smiles 
Torah Tapestries (L’Ayla)

10:30 AM
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin 
Parshat HaShavua

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

5:00 PM
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz 
Chazal:Insights Into Our Times 
(L’Ayla) 
https://zoom.
us/j/85177782268
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
85177782268?pwd=eFM0Tk
5BMm1ZREMyYzRKSDBScStH
dz09

9:00 AM Rabbi Shimshon 
Nadel Halacha and Medina

10:15 AM 
Rabbi Anthony Manning 
Contemporary Issues in Halacha 
and Hashkafa 

11:30 AM 
Rabbi Alan Kimche
Great Jewish Thinkers

4:30PM  
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

7:00 PM  
Rabbi Baruch Taub 
Halacha  https://zoom.
us/j/709706986 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/709
706986?pwd=bDN2aW1uT0xyR
WZwaGw0OXhJc0NiQT09

8:30 PM Rabbi Ezra 
Friedman Practical Kashrut 
https://zoom.us/j/698124792 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/698
124792?pwd=bG5wWUlvRWxz
d0pYSHBKdUhOTk1kdz09

8:30 PM 
Rav Meir Goldwicht (Hebrew) 
Parshat Hashavua 
https:// zoom.us/j/2244321902
       Passcode: 18

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/

PLEASE NOTE:
Password for classes 
is: ouisrael

*L’AYLA CLASSES ARE 
FOR WOMEN ONLY

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON 
YOU TUBE

OU Israel at          Online Shiurim & Programs  in the comfort of your Home
NEW!! Log in to all of our morning classes at www.ouisrael.org/classes (see sidebar for details)

SUN, MAR 7

9:00 AM 
Rabbi David Walk 
Tehillim – Divine Poetry 

10:15 AM 
Rabbi Aharon Adler 
The Giants Who Shaped Modern 
Orthodoxy 

11:30 AM 
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz 
Mishlei: Wisdom for Life (L’Ayla) 

2:00 PM Rabbi Jeffrey 
Bienenfeld Men’s Gemara 
Chabura S,T,TH 
https://zoom.
us/j/887981820  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/887
981820?pwd=TGdxa0toVWVXT
2V0OWx1YnB4VlJzQT09

4:30 PM Rabbi Hillel 
Ruvell 
Men’s Gemara B’Iyun 
S,M,W,Th https://zoom.
us/j/86466998217
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/864
66998217?pwd=akVzbG1ON1c
3V1JpUm5XQWozTnNuZz09

7:30PM Special Event
Bat Mitzvah and Beyond
ouisrael.org/events/
batmitzvah3

MISSED A CLASS?
 You can watch the 
recording at 
www.ouisrael.org/video-
library
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SUNDAY, MARCH 14,  8:00PM

OU Israel Presents:

Making Seder of the Seder:
What Are We Intended to Have Achieved?

with Rabbi Zev Leff, Shlita

Pre Registration Required at:
https://www.ouisrael.org/
events/pesach-rav-leff/

OU ISRAEL CENTER      l     22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM     l     02-560-9100      l    WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

This Shabbat we will read Parshat 
Parah, the third of the four special 
parshiot which surround the days of 

Purim and Pesach.
Parshat Parah comprises the opening  

verses of Parshat Chukat, which introduce 
us to the mystical elixir for impurity, the 
mysterious and inexplicable concept of 
the parah aduma -the red heifer. 

The Chasidic Masters saw in these 
pesukim not only the halachic remedy to 
purify those who have become ritually 
impure, but also an eternal message 
regarding the relationship between the 
Jewish People and the Torah Hakedosha.

One of the perplexing aspects of the 
Parah Aduma ritual, is that the Kohanim 
who were involved in preparing the ashes 
of the parah aduma became tamei-impure 
through the process. In preparing the 
mystical compound which would return 
others to purity, they in turn became 
tamei.

The Avodat Elazar of Koshnitz zy’a,   
offers a keen and original interpretation 
to explain the hidden significance of 
this peculiar phenomenon based on the 
opening verse-Zot Chukat HaTorah-This is 
the inexplicable principle of the Torah.

This verse, the Rebbe explained, is not 
only describing the mysterious nature 
of the parah aduma, but also teaching 
us a very fundamental idea about Torah 
itself. Like any remedy, when channeled 

appropriately it can transform and cure 
and bring complete healing, or if chas 
vshalom it is misused, taken out of context 
and applied inappropriately then it can 
bring further deficiency and harm.

The Netivot Shalom, the Admor of Slonim 
zy’a offers a different interpretation of 
our verse Zot Chukat HaTorah. Our verse, 
explains the Rebbe, is not only introducing 
us to the parah aduma as a vehicle to restore 
purity, but also an eternal message which 
applies even now in the absence of the Beit 
HaMikdash and of the parah aduma. Zot 
Chukat HaTorah- In our current state, 
without the Beit HaMikdash  and with no 
parah aduma the vehicle for we as Jews to 
experience some form of a return to purity 
is by immersing ourselves in the study of 
Torah- Zot Chukat HaTorah!

Yehi Ratzon, as we begin over these next 
few weeks to prepare ourselves spiritually 
and emotionally for the incredible yom tov 
of Pesach, may we merit that our limud 
Torah, should indeed bring purity to our 
minds and hearts, and that we soon merit 
to experience this year to partake of the 
korban Pesach in purity, to experience 
the building of the Beit HaMikdash, and 
the return of all its associated sacred and 
wondrous rituals. 

Happy Birthday Tziporah
Love Yoni
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Prerequisites 
of Hag’alah 

In order for hag’alah (kashering through 
hot water) to be carried out properly, 
certain requirements must be adhered 

to. As discussed in last week’s article, the 
utensils undergoing hag’alah must be eino 
ben yomo (not used for 24 hours prior) 
before kashering. The following article 
examines additional preconditions to per-
forming hag’alah.

Cleaning the utensil

One of the verses relating to kashering with 
hag’alah is from Sefer Bamidbar (31:22):

ת־ אֶֽ ְרֶז֔ל  ֶאת־ַהבַּ ת֙  חֹ֙שֶׁ ת־ַהנְּ אֶֽ ֶ֑סף  ְוֶאת־ַהכָּ ֶאת־ַהזָָּה֖ב  ַאְ֥ך 

ֶרת׃ ִד֖יל ְוֶאת־ָהעֹפָֽ ַהבְּ

Only the gold and silver, copper, iron, tin, 
and lead

Our Sages (Sifre Zuta) learn from this 
verse that the material must be without 
any foreign substances on the surface of 
the utensil (“only the gold” meaning the 
kashering will only suffice for the gold 
of the utensil and not foreign matter.) 
Based on this, early authorities (Rosh, 
Pesachim 2:7) rule that the utensil be 
cleaned from any foreign matter, such 
as dirt, food residue, and rust. If the rust 

is merely a minor discoloration that has 
no substance, hag’alah may be done as is 
(Mishna Berura 451:22). 

Our Sages were concerned that chametz 
or non-kosher food may still remain in the 
utensil under the rust. Accordingly, rust 
that is found only on the outer part of the 
utensil should be of no consequence. Some 
authorities recommend removing and 
cleaning in between the handles of pots 
before kashering (see Kovetz Beit Halevi 
1:34). However it is clear from Shulchan 
Aruch Harav (451:15) and Mishna Berura 
(451:43) that there is no need to do so, since 
the concern of chametz/non-kosher residue 
under the rust is only where food normally 
is used, i.e. the inner part of the utensil. 
However, visible food residues must always 
be removed.

Narrow areas of utensils need to be cleaned 
as well. In a case where cleaning cannot be 
done, hag’alah is ineffective, and an alter-
native utensil should be used for Pesach. 
There may be room for leniency in a case 
where the utensil only requires kashering 
as a chumra (stringency), such as a kiddush 
cup that stands on a thin leg. Based on the 
Aruch Hashulchan (OC 452:5), it seems one 
could kasher such a cup with hag’alah even 
if it’s difficult to ensure that the small area 
inside the leg is clean, since no actual cha-
metz is used in the kiddush cup. (However, 
if the cup is used with whisky, beer, or 

OU KASHRUT
PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

other grain products, there is no room to 
be lenient.) 

Crevices and narrow spaces

If a utensil has crevices, such as in between 
the handle of a knife and the blade, the 
crevices must also be cleaned from foreign 
matter before kashering through hag’alah 
(see Shulchan Aruch OC 451:3). If the crev-
ice cannot be cleaned, libun kal must be 
done on the area of the crevice before per-
forming hag’alah (Rema 451:4). 

Regarding cooking devices with fans and 
other mechanical parts, there is a concern 
that even libun kal won’t be effective. 
This is due to the fact that certain areas 
cannot be reached, and one might not 
clean or kasher properly out of concern 
that the device might break (see Mishna 
Berura 452:31). After reviewing sous-vide 
machines, the OU poskim concluded that 
they should not be kashered, since the 
heating mechanism has a fan and narrow 
areas that are difficult to kasher. The same 
is true regarding industrial deep-fryers. 
In the past, the OU would kasher deep-
fryers by disassembling them completely, 
removing the outer panels in order to 

remove accumulated grease under the lip 
and inside the inaccessible outer wall cavity 
of the fryer. In 5768 (2008), after further 
review of the subject and its handlings, 
the OU decided to reverse its policy, and 
no longer allows establishments to kasher 
deep-fryers.  

In summary:

• Based on the rulings of our Sages, all 
utensils need to be cleaned before 
kashering with hag’alah. This includes 
dirt, food residue, and rust. 

• Rust in the form of minor discoloration 
as well as rust found on the outer part 
of the utensil need not be removed 
before hag’alah.

• A kiddush cup on a leg requires clean-
ing inside the leg. If this is not possible, 
there might be room to be lenient and 
do hag’alah as is. A local orthodox 
rabbi should be consulted.

• Crevices must be cleaned before per-
forming hag’alah. If this is not possible, 
libun kal must be done on those areas.

• The policy of the OU is not to kasher 
sous-vides or deep-fryers. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Moshe’s 
‘Avraham 
Moment’

In an unforgettable derasha, Joseph B. 
Soloveitchik zt”l compared the per-
sonalities of Avraham and Moshe. He 

contrasted their unique traits and even 
speculated who should be considered 
the greater of the two. (Derashot HaRav, 
Lustiger, pp 77-103)

On the one hand, one Talmudic passage 
(Sanhedrin 111a) compares Moshe unfa-
vorably to the forefathers in the context 
of Moshe returning to God after his first 
encounter with Pharaoh (Sh’mot 6:2). The 
Sages state that God placed the forefathers 
on a higher plane than Moshe, since they 
“never questioned My ways.” God con-
veyed the message to Moshe that Avraham 
was not privy to see open miracles and yet 
he remained steadfast. However, Moshe 
was quick to question the veracity of the 
divine promises.

As a further support of the unique posi-
tion acquired by Avraham, consider the 

fact, said the Rav, that in our daily prayers 
we invoke the forefathers, as we pray to the 
God of Avraham, to the God of Yitzchak, and 
the God of Yaakov. We do not pray to “the 
God of Moshe.” 

On the other hand, Moshe’s achieve-
ments are legendary. One of the pillars of 
Jewish faith, listed among Maimonides’ 
Thirteen Principles of Faith, is that Moshe 
was and will always be the greatest of 
prophets. This idea is based in the Chumash 
itself: And there was no other prophet who 
arose in Israel like Moshe, whom the Lord 
knew face to face” (Devarim 34:10). 

Rabbi Soloveitchik suggested that in 
order to accurately assess the personal-
ity of Moshe, one must appraise Moshe’s 
actions at the sin of the Golden Calf.

“And the Lord said unto Moshe, ‘Go 
descend, for your people that you have 
brought from the land of Egypt have acted 
corruptly’” (Shemot 32:7).

The Gemara (Berachot 32a, cited by 
Rashi on this verse) explains the phrase. 
“Go, descend’’ in the following manner: 
“The Holy One Blessed be He said to Moshe, 
‘Moshe, descend from your position of lead-
ership. I only granted you leadership for 
the sake of Israel. And now that Israel has 
sinned, what need do I have for you?”

God orders Moshe to forfeit his leader-
ship since Moshe’s status was dependent on 
the Jewish people. Now that their status has 
suffered due to the sin of the Golden Calf, 

Luxury Kosher Apt. for Pesach
Nitza blvd, Netanya, sea facing  

Furnished, ac, 3 bedroom, Large kitchen 
and salon, wifi, Shabbat elevator

aptnetanya@gmail.com
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his status must suffer as well. Rashi then 
added a remarkable comment that does 
not appear in the passage in the Gemara: 
“From this passage we learn that Moshe 
was excommunicated by the Heavenly 
Court” (Shemot, Rashi 32:7). Moshe’s 
excommunication dramatically illustrates 
his precipitous loss of status.

It is perplexing why the Almighty 
responded with such stinging reproach 
to Moshe. Perhaps the following passage 
in the Talmud reveals God’s motivation 
(Berachot 32a):

“Immediately Moshe’s strength ebbed 
and he lacked the strength to speak. 
However, as soon as God said, “Leave me 
alone, and I will destroy them” (Devarim 
9:14), Moshe said [to himself]: “This 
matter depends on me!” He immediately 
arose, strengthened himself in prayer, and 

Are you considering renovating your Home?Are you considering renovating your Home?

Are you moving into a new house and want to design it in an aesthetic and practical way?Are you moving into a new house and want to design it in an aesthetic and practical way?
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FREE
consultation meeting

valued at 400 nis

WITH NO OBLIGATION

serving the Jerusalem area

come join our many
satisfied clients and live

in your beautifully
furnished dream home!

CALL NOW:
054.594.6540

pleaded for mercy.”
This was a turning point in the life of 

Moshe. Moshe had an epiphany. Moshe 
understood that somehow, even though 
he had lost his leadership, if he protested 
strongly enough, God might rescind His 
decree. Moshe immediately interceded 
with God on behalf of his people.

Rabbi Soloveitchik suggested that this 
occasion was a test of Moshe’s leadership. 
Up to this moment in the Moshe’s life he 
had miracles and wonders at his disposal. 
Moshe, unlike Avraham, was given first 
hand directives and instructions from God. 
He was guided every step of the way by the 
Almighty Himself.

Is Moshe a leader only when miracles 
are at his disposal? Could he also display 
leadership when God threatens to destroy 
the people? When Moshe no longer had 
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entr’ee to the King’s court how would 
Moshe respond? When he is no longer the 
leader so to speak, ‘excommunicated by the 
heavenly court’ - would he exhibit the forti-
tude to fight for Divine justice and mercy? 
In contrast to Avraham who even attempted 
to defend the evil city of Sodom from anni-
hilation, would Moshe do the same? 

It is at this moment that Moshe real-
ized that “the matter depends on me.” 
This was Moshe’s chance to develop into a 
true leader. The Rav argued that this epi-
sode was a transformative moment in the 
life of Moshe of great self-sacrifice, Moshe 
elevated himself to the ranks of a bona-
fide righteous leader. This was Moshe’s 
‘Avraham moment.’

Rabbi Soloveitchik claimed that Moshe 
actually did attain the prized position of 
‘fatherhood’ of the people of Israel. The 
moment he defended his beloved people 
proved to be the pivotal moment in which 
he clinched a special stature. The Sages say 
that when the Master of the Universe prom-
ises something good he never retracts it. 
God offered Moshe the fatherhood of a great 
nation; how was this promise fulfilled? 
The entire congregation of Israel became 
Moshe’s nation. Torah laws are considered 
Halacha l’Moshe miSinai, and a marriage 
ceremony is completed, according to the 
Law of Moshe and Israel.” Because he was 
ready to sacrifice everything on behalf of 
the nation, the entire Torah is Torat Moshe 
(Derashot HaRav, Lusitger, p.92).  
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SHIUR SPONSORS
Tuesday, Feb. 23 - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur  

was sponsored in memory of Minnie bat Avraham a”h -  
21 Av 1915 -  תרעה מיני בת מטאלי  ע”ה -  
Minnie Sprintz - long lost and newly discovered 

grandmother of Phyllis Kuhr

Thursday, Feb 25- Rabbi Bienenfeld’s Gemara shiur  
was sponsored by Phil Sevrinsky in memory  

of his father Shmuel ben Chaim HaLevi z”l, 
 Samuel Sevrinsky, yahrzeit - 16 Adar  

Monday, March 1-  Rebbetzin Pearl Borow’s shiur  
was sponsored by Estelle Harris in loving memory  

of her father Elchanan ben Abba Dovid z”l  
on his 45th yahrzeit, 9 Adar

Monday, March 1 - Rabbi Shmuel Herschler’s shiur  
is sponsored by Rav Nachman and Feiga Kahana  

in memory of
 רבנית שרה חנה בת הרב ברוך שלום כהנא ע”ה -

תנצב”ה - כ”א באדר

Tuesday, March 2 - Rabbi Goldin’s shiur was sponsored 
by Abby & Albie Hochhauser in memory of their parents: 

Albie’s mother, Perel bat Shlomo Ze’ev a”h (Pearl 
Hochhauser), yahrzeit - 16 Adar &  

Abby’s father, Avraham Yakov ben Chaim z”l  
(Arnold Lerman), yahrzeit - 28 Adar  

Monday, March 8 - Rebbitzen  Pearl Borow’s Shiur  
is sponsored by Shaindy Sohn, L’ilui Nishmat  

her mother, Miriam Reiss a”h
מרים מלכה בת ר ‘יהושע ע”ה

whose yahrzeit is כ”ז אדר.  
She was a volunteer for Torah Tidbits for many years and 

participated in the shiurium at the OU Israel Center

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin’s shiurim  
have been sponsored by a generous donor

Rabbi Manning’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of an aliya 

neshama for Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,  
Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l 

and Eliana bat Yaakov a”h

Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year have 
been sponsored anonymously in the merit of a refuah 

shelaima for Janet bat Hannah

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

We repair tiled roofs.

Detect and repair leaks.

Repair rain gutter
35 years experience in the �eld!

Numerous 
recommendations 

from satis�ed 
customers!

We repair and replace old rain gutters,
Repair and renovate tiled roofs,

Renovate and repair sof�ts  / detect leaks,
Seal closed balconies.

PVC wooden fences, wooden �oors and decks
Pergolas and tiled roofs, enclose balconies.   

Professional work / Personal service
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From Sinai to 
Sin: How So?

Parshat Ki Tissa introduces us to the 
frightening episode of the Golden 
Calf. We ask, however, how a people 

at Sinai sunk so speedily to such a low 
level? For when Moshe was “delayed,” 
they pestered Aharon demanding, “Rise, 
make for us gods who will go before us…”

At the simplest level, we recall Moshe’s 
defense on their behalf. For this was a 
people whom God, Himself, had taken out 
of Egypt. In Egypt, they learned idol wor-
ship: What else could one expect from a 
collective slave mentality? 

Perhaps the burden of blame lay with 
the Eirev Rav, the mixed multitude that 
joined Bnei Yisrael when they left Mitz-
rayim and urged the people on. Following 
the Midrash, they called out: “These are 
your gods, O Israel!” 

From a psychological perspective, the 
spiritual maturity of the people was at an 
exceptionally low ebb. Analogous to physi-
cal, cognitive, and emotional development, 
spiritual attainment is a slow and fluctu-
ated process. Just as regression occurs as 
individuals develop, so at the spiritual level, 
backsliding occurs. 

Rabbi Julius Baker, for instance, 
reminds us that Adam Harishon could not 

fathom that he could not hide from God; 
and even Sarah Imeinu failed to appreciate 
that nothing is “too hard for the Eternal.” 
In essence, in all these scenarios, Man is 
facing the unknown. 

Thus, the people did not really think 
that the “calf” was God or could commu-
nicate with God like Moshe. Rather, the 
calf was a symbolic representation of the 
mysterious forces in nature. Initially, the 
power of fire, water, mountains, and fero-
cious animals fed this instinctive search to 
comprehend the unknown and served as a 
medium to communicate with God. Later, 
however, these instruments became gods 
in themselves to be appeased. 

Now, the people, in their spiritual 
infancy, had urged Moshe to speak to 
them – but not God, “lest we die.” Hashem 
was too awesome. They needed Moshe, 
the intermediary – and they needed him 
constantly. 

Today, we do not have a Moshe, but 
we still have many symbols to spur our 
collective memory, observance, identity 
formation, and belief in God. Let us not, 
however, be influenced by foreign mores. 
Let us pray that Hashem recognizes our 
spiritual frailties and forgives our lapses. 
Let us pray that we will have the Zechut 
to bathe in Hashem’s boundless grace and 
never to slide down the slippery path of 
despair. 

Shabbat Shalom!

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

DIVREI MENACHEM
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RESTORE QUALITY OF 
LIFE TO THE ELDERLY 

Support free transfers of the elderly to vaccination centers: 
www.IsraelRescue.org/Project/CoronaTransfers
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Attaching a 
Mezuza to a 
Door Leading 
to Nowhere 
Question: We are adding a floor to our 
house. At first, we will access it from the 
house, but we may eventually make it a 
separate unit with access via stairs from 
the street. Therefore, we made a door on 
the side of the street – during construction 
it is accessed by a temporary ramp, but 
then it will be sealed until if and when 
we build stairs. Does that door require a 
mezuza now? If we put one up, will it be 
able to stay if we open it, or will it be ta’aseh 
v’lo min he’asuy (=tvlmh; pasul because it 
came into a proper mitzva state without a 
direct action)?

Answer: To be obligated in mezuza, a 
doorway and the adjacent area must have 
certain structural characteristics (Shulchan 
Aruch, Yoreh Deah 286:6-17), one needs to 
own it on some level (Menachot 44a; see 
Tosafot ad loc.), and the area must serve 
a recognized function (Shulchan Aruch, 
ibid. 1-2). During construction, the function 
is normally missing. Even after one buys 
or builds a house that is ready for use 
but people have not moved in, there is no 

obligation for a mezuza (Magen Avraham 
19:1; Birkei Yosef 19:2). Even after starting 
to use, one’s obligation stops if he abandons 
the place or rents it out (Tosafot ibid.). So 
you do not yet need a mezuza for either 
entrance. 

 When the extension is ready, if the 
external door was not made to be used at all 
past the construction stage, the obligation 
will not begin on it (see Shulchan Aruch, 
YD 186:17-18). If it will be used for a while 
and the ramp will be removed later, then 
it will require a mezuza. Then, if the door 
will be sealed shut for a long time, that 
likely uproots the obligation (see Pitchei 
She’arim 286:208; Shut Shevet Sofer, YD 
92). If the mezuza remained, there would 
be a machloket upon putting in the stairs 
whether it would be tvlmh, and it should 
be removed and returned (Pitchei Teshuva, 
YD 286:13); what to do about a beracha is 
beyond our present scope. 

Is it good/okay to be “machmir” and put 
up the mezuzot while construction is in 
process? Mezuza resembles tzitzit (Tosafot 
and Birkei Yosef ibid.); they are activated by 
wearing a garment/living in a house. The 
mitzva act is attaching the tzitzit/mezuza 
to the garment/doorpost. We tie on the 
tzitzit well before the mitzva is fulfilled 
upon wearing it. (There is a machloket 
whether one may put the garment on and 
then start tying on the tzitzit - see Tosafot, 
Yevamot 90b and Rambam, Tzitzit 3:10.) 
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The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

We might then expect that if one put up the 
mezuza before moving in, he would make 
the beracha when moving in. The Magen 
Avraham (ibid.) believes there is a beracha 
with different language if one moves into 
a house that already has mezuzot. Rabbi 
Akiva Eiger (Shut I:9) thought that logic 
dictated that anytime a person leaves his 
house for several days, he would make a 
new beracha upon returning. We accept 
the Birkei Yosef (ibid.), who argues that 
the beracha on mezuza was instituted for 
the last time one is involved in the mitzva, 
which is when one attaches it to the 
wall. But then that should be at a time of 
obligation.

According to most poskim, the best time 
to attach the mezuza is around the time that 
one begins to live in the house, either right 
before (Da’at Kedoshim 289:2) or after one 
starts living there (see Chovat Hadar 3:(7)). 
If it is too early, it will not be possible to 

make a beracha as there is no obligation 
yet. Some say that once one starts moving 
his possessions into the house, it is close 
enough (see Dirshu 19:3). 

The classic case of tvlmh is when one 
attaches a mezuza before the elements 
for mezuza exist (including when the 
door led to nowhere or when the area 
is a construction site). If one attached it 
when the area was ready to be used but 
he just did not start using it, according to 
most opinions it is a valid attaching, and 
he would not have to redo it when the 
time came (see Sdei Chemed, vol. V, p. 59; 
Keren Ora, Menachot 44a). However, he 
could not make a beracha when attaching 
it (making the beracha later is complicated 
– see Chovat Hadar 11:(22)); thus, doing it 
clearly early is likely not positive. 

Eretz Hemdah has begun a participatory 
Zoom class - "Behind the Scenes with the 
Vebbe Rebbe" - an analytical look at the 
sources, methodology, and considerations 
behind our rulings, with Rav Daniel Mann. 
Contact info@eretzhemdah.org to join.

Bilu st. 2 - 110m, duplex, 8 stairs to get into building, 
elevator to 1st  floor, 3 bedrooms & 2 bathrooms on 
bottom floor, kitchen, living room, dining room, library 
and guest toilet on main floor, 20m Sukka terrace, Asking 
price 4.9 M Shekels
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, 
Arab house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard 
of renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking 2,550,000 dollars
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

The Cure

The Covid 19 pandemic has over-
turned our lives, left many fatalities 
and even more ill and physically 

affected. There have been medical and 
halachic challenges throughout the past 
year, and we have discussed some of these 
over the past few weeks.

Since the outbreak of the pandemic there 
has been a fast struggle to find a cure. 
Much funding has been made available 
worldwide, and research has been directed 
to develop an effective remedy.

God has blessed the world with brilliant 
scientists, and collaborations between 
them have helped develop a number of 
vaccinations. In a short amount of time, 
they have undergone rigorous trials to 
prove that they are effective and safe. Only 

after receiving approval from the medical 
authorities across the globe, have they 
been offered by governments to all their 
citizens.

There are still concerns about the 
vaccination; some claim that the trials have 
not been held for long enough to see the 
long-term benefits and detriments, some 
claim that some populations have been 
excluded from the trials, some are against 
all vaccinations.

This last group are very vocal, and 
sometimes quite militant, in their almost 
religious belief that vaccinations cause 
more harm than good. It is difficult to 
argue with their claims since every “fact” 
can be rejected as a clever and wide-
ranging cover-up by the entire medical 
community.

At PUAH we did not take any of the 
claims lightly. While we may have our 
own opinions, and inclinations regarding 
science in general, and the question of 
vaccinations in particular, we cannot make 
any decision based purely on our own 
beliefs. Every claim must be backed up by 

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
New Building in Arnona/Talpiot - 
• 5 rooms, 123m + 9m mirpeset - 2.97m NIS   
• 4  room  penthouse, 132m + 43m mirpeset -  

3.77m NIS

Lobby, 2 parking spaces, storage room & 
Shabbat elevators

Bustan Baka - 3 rooms, 75m, 2 full bathrooms, 1 
floor up with Shabbat elevator, private parking, 
storage room. Move in shape. 2.75m nis

For Rent in the German Colony - 4 room 
apartment, parking,1.5 floors up, perfect for 
roommates or young family. 5900nis
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scientific evidence, if we publish a position 
it must be accurate and uphold the highest 
medical standards. Anything less than that 
would be a disservice to the thousands, 
and more, who turn to us with questions.

Many people look to PUAH as being the 
bridge between the scientific community 
and the halachic world. We have received 
countless questions seeking out our 
opinion regarding the vaccinations and 
their efficacy. People trust PUAH because 
they know that we have done all the 
necessary research, are unbiased and 
accurate.

In order to come to a decision and 
present a position we first consulted with 
numerous experts in virology, infectious 
diseases, and immunization. It is essential 
to consult with doctors dealing with these 
specific fields, since they possess the most 
accurate and current information.

More on this next week. 

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem 
and helps couples from all over the world 
who are experiencing fertility problems. 
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los 
Angeles & Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050  
(US) 718-336-0603 www.puahonline.org

GROSSMAN TOURS: 02-941-0110 • 052-624-4733

JERUSALEM - ZIPORI GUEST HOUSE
Full schedule of events including the world famous Cantor Eliyahu Greenblatt

Scholar in Residence Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher from the OU

JERUSALEM - KINGS, RAMADA, KING SOLOMON, JERUSALEM GARDENS, & MORE!
TIVERIA - ROYAL PLAZA HOTEL

All hotels are mehadrin • Many more hotels all over Israel, at discounted prices!

* Lev Yerushalayim (Mehadrin Jerusalem)
* Nes Amim Hotel (near Naharyia) (Mehadrin Rabbanut Mateh Asher)

* Prima Kings, Jerusalem (Mehadrin Rabbanut Jerusalem)
Other hotels, Vacation Villages and Tzimmers throughout the Country

EVERYTHING ACCORDING TO THE DIRECTIVES OF MINISTRY OF HEALTH

* Lev Yerushalayim (Mehadrin Jerusalem)
* Nes Amim Hotel (near Naharyia) (Mehadrin Rabbanut Mateh Asher)

Other hotels, Vacation Villages and Tzimmers throughout the Country
EVERYTHING ACCORDING TO THE DIRECTIVES OF MINISTRY OF HEALTH

Lev Rechavia 
PRICED TO SELL! 
Luxury 4 room apartment in the prestigious 'Lev 
Rehavia' building, Beautifully designed, quality 
kitchen, en-suite master bedroom and a spacious 
~80m garden patio, private car parking spaces plus 
storage room, ground floor with easy access and no 
steps, 24/7 concierge lobby service, beautiful in-door 
swimming pool and gym. Superbly maintained. 
Prime location, minutes walk to the  centre of town, 
close to many popular 
shuls Hanasi, Yeshurun, 
Great Synagogue, easy 
walking distance to 
the  Kotel, Mamilla and 
many more.

For more information please call 

Dina 0544978133
Exclusive to Dina Real Estate
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Will Your 
Municipality/  
Local Council 
Observe 
Shemitah 
Laws? 

I  recently participated in a meeting 
on municipal gardening for the 
upcoming shemitah year in Givat 

Shmuel. The department head said that, 
with G-d’s help, Givat Shmuel will fully 
observe the laws of shemitah, as in past 
years.

What does it mean when a munici-
pality decides to observe shemitah? The 
main issue is public gardens. Every local 
authority develops the city: trees, shrubs, 
and flowers. These are situated around 
sidewalks, on the roadsides, in traffic cir-
cles, surrounding children’s playgrounds, 
municipal parks, and more.

Does the city have to look neglected 
during shemitah?

True, in the past, many G-d-fearing 
Jews felt that public gardens during the 
shemitah year should look neglected: 
during shemitah we remember that G-d 

TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

is the true Owner of the land and we let 
the land rest. We may conclude that since 
we don’t plant gardens during shemitah, 
to properly observe shemitah we need to 
neglect existing gardens. This assumption 
is erroneous.

The Mishnah (Bava Batra 2:7) states 
that “a tree may not be grown within a dis-
tance of 25 amot from a town.” Bartenura 
explains: “because a city is more beauti-
ful when surrounded by open space.” The 
Beit Yosef states that this halachah applies 
only in Eretz Israel, and only when gov-
erned by Jews.

Sefer Hachinuch deals with Levitic 
cities and the mitzvot involving Levitic 
fields. He writes that these cities should 
be “the epitome of beauty and loveliness.” 
It is the cities of the tribe of Levi that 
were chosen for worshipping G-d, thus 
the Levi’im must make special efforts to 
cultivate and beautify their cities.

From all of this, we learn that our cities 
and settlements in Eretz Israel must be 
well-kept and pleasant. When religious 
people live in these areas, the city should 
look even more beautiful. 

Thankfully, the current perception 
is that specifically during the shemitah 
year, city gardens (even in religious 
neighborhoods or cities) should be 
beautiful, well-cared for, and aesthetic – 
while strictly following all the halachik 
directives. 
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1 5 +  y e a r s  ex p e r i e n c e
M o b i l e - f r i e n d l y  w e b s i t e

E a s y  s e c u r e  o n l i n e  p a y m e n t s

CONTACT 
US TODAY!

Akiva Bookman 
akiva@rentalsofdistinction.com 

443.498.8209 
www.rentalsofdistinction.com

SHORT TERM RENTALS 

LONG TERM RENTALS 

MANAGEMENT 

SALES

053-7272-815
Like us on facebook

“premium moving-הובלות אייל” 

www.premiummoving.co.il

MAXI B Xo

בס״ד

The place for extra space

Need Storage?

Jerusalem  Beit-Shemesh

Modiin
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FOR  MORE  INFORMATION :

INFO@ASHREINU .ORG . IL

R '  AVI :  058 -631 -3418

R '  GOTCH  YUDIN :  054 -219 -4982

R '  AVI  RODAN

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR

INSPIRING  TORAH  LEARNING  

PERSONAL  CONNECTION  WITH  RABANIM

KRAV  MAGA  AND  SURVIVAL  TRAINING  

CHESSED  INTERNSHIPS  

OVERNIGHT  TRIPS  AND  INTENSE  HIKES

INDIVIDUALIZED  ARMY  PLACEMENT

THE  PROGRAM  WILL  BE  IN  HEBREW

MECHINAT  ASHREINU

IS  A  NEW  AND  EXCITING  ARMY  PREPARATION

PROGRAM  FOR  GRADUATING  12TH  GRADE  BOYS
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YESHIVAT  ASHREINU  IS  PROUD  TO  PRESENT

ITS  BRAND  NEW  PROGRAM :

WANT  TO  HAVE  A

MEANINGFUL

ARMY  SERVICE

BUT  NOT  SURE

WHERE?  

WANT  TO  LEARN

AND  GROW

IN  A  FUN  AND

RELAXED

ENVIRONMENT?  

WANT  TO  FEEL

MORE

CONNECTED  AND

INSPIRED  ABOUT

YOUR  JUDAISM?
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 

Continued next week... 02-625-2555 firstisrael.com

Special rates up to 75% LTV: 
30 year 3.85% 
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%
For well qualified borrowers

Purchase / Refinance Rates 
(Non-inflation linked)*

Mortgage 
RATES at 
historic 
LOWS for 
refinance 
& purchase

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv 
*Rates are for quali�ed borrowers and are current as of    
 the printing of this advertisement but are subject to    
 change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and 
 are for illustrative purposes only.

March 19

March 15
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The Third 
Paragraph  
of Shema

As we’ve seen in the previous arti-
cles, the first two paragraphs of 
the Shema contain some very 

deep and fundamental ideas. In the first 
paragraph, we recognized Hashem as 
King over the world and declared our 
deep love for Him. In the second para-
graph, we accepted upon ourselves 
Hashem’s Mitzvot. We now arrive at the 
third and concluding paragraph, expect-
ing to discuss another basic tenet of our 
faith. But instead…we talk about the com-
mand to wear Tzitzit!!

Now Tzitzit is a very special Mitzvah 
(not that I know from personal experience 
) but why single it out from the all the 
other Mitzvot? Why should it specifically 
be included in the Kriyat Shema?

In order to answer that, we need to 
briefly explore this mitzvah. The Sefer 
HaChinuch explains that the purpose 
of the Mitzvah of Tzitzit is to serve as a 
reminder - the same way that one might 
put a rubberband around his wrist or 
set an alarm on his phone to make sure 
he doesn’t forget something important. 
He goes on to say that servants used to 

wear the stamp of their masters engraved 
into their clothing. This was the best 
reminder because it was on them all the 
time, so they always remembered whose 
orders they needed to fulfill. We see that 
a reminder on one’s clothing is the best 
kind of reminder there is. Here, we focus 
on Tzitzit but the truth is that other types 
of dress, like a headcovering, a Kippah, or 
modest attire, can have the same effect as 
well. When one catches a glimpse of him-
self in the mirror, he is reminded of who 
he is and Whom he serves, and that will 
help him to stay on the right path and to 
do the right thing. 

Gemara Berachot 12b explains 
that this third paragraph of ויאמר was 
included in the Shema, not only because 
of the Mitzvah of Tzitzit, but also because 
of some other very important ideas 
- Yetziat Mitzrayim, the concept of accept-
ing Mitzvot upon ourselves, as well as 
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preventing thoughts of heresy, הרהור עבירה 
(thoughts of sin), and thoughts of Avodah 
Zara.

Rav Eliyahu Lopian explains that there 
is a cause-and –effect chain going on here.

ל ִמְצות ם ֶאת כָּ  ְוָהָיה ָלֶכם ְלִציִצת ּוְרִאיֶתם אתו ּוְזַכְרתֶּ

 The first step is that if you - ה' ַוֲעשיֶתם אָתם
wear Tzitzit, you will see them, you will 
remember Hashem’s Mitzvot, and you will 
do them. 

But in addition to the effects in posi-
tive behavior, wearing Tzitzit will have an 
additional impact.

ר ֲאשֶׁ ֵעיֵניֶכם  ְוַאֲחֵרי  ְלַבְבֶכם  ַאֲחֵרי  ָתתּורּו   ְולא 

ַאֲחֵריֶהם זִנים  ם   Tzitzit also serves as a– ַאתֶּ
reminder not to stray after one’s heart 
(heresy according to the Gemara) or one’s 
eyes (thoughts of sin), which you tend to 
stray after (according to the Gemara, this 
is a reference to Avoda Zara).

One might think the impact ends there, 
but no. All of this impact, both in creating 
positive and preventing negative, does not 
reach its final goal until we get to almost 
the end of the paragraph – והייתם קדושים 

 .to Hashem  ”קדוש“ and you will be לאלקיכם
What does it mean to be קדוש? It means 
to be נבדל ומיוחד, separate and special. [We 
find this at a wedding where the chatan 
says הרי את מקודשת לי to the kallah as well 

as by Shabbat, where we are את  מקדש 

 .We are Hashem’s special nation .[השבת
How and when did this occur? Through 
Yetziat Mitzrayim. When Hashem took 
us out of Egypt, we became His chosen 
people. And so we end the Shema with 
the crucial statement - ר ֲאשֶׁ ֱאלקיֶכם  ה'   ֲאִני 

ֵלאלקים ֲאִני  הוֵצאִתי ֶאְתֶכם ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים ִלְהיות ָלֶכם 

 We must remember daily that -ה' ֱאלקיֶכם.
Hashem took us out of Egypt in order that 
we would become His people. And so every 
day that we look at our Tzitzit, remem-
ber to do Hashem’s Mitzvot and prevent 
ourselves from straying, we illustrate that 
we are Hashem’s chosen people and we 
help fulfill the very purpose of Yetziat 
Mitzrayim.

We now understand why this third 
paragraph is so important: We are clos-
ing with a very practical message. It’s not 
enough to just theoretically accept upon 
ourselves the sovereignty of Hashem and 
all of His Mitzvot, we need a practical way 
to make this work. We have good inten-
tions but on a practical level, how do we 
make sure we stay on track? By creating 
reminders to keep ourselves on the right 
path, so that we will, ultimately, be suc-
cessful in serving as Hashem’s chosen 
people. 
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The Stella K. Abraham Beit Midrash for Women, headed by the dynamic 
educator and scholar Rabbanit Esti Rozenberg, was established in 
1997 by Yeshivat Har Etzion, under the leadership of the late Roshei 
Yeshiva Rav Aharon Lichtenstein zt”l and Rav Yehuda Amital zt”l. 

Known widely as “Migdal Oz” after the kibbutz in which it is located, the Beit Midrash is 
geared towards students who are seeking to grow spiritually and intellectually in a warm 
community of thoughtful, passionate and idealistic women from Israel and abroad who are 
interested in text-based learning. We aspire for the Beit Midrash to be a place where today’s 
young women can forge their own personal connections to their avodat Hashem and develop 
their Torah personalities, yirat shamayim, halachic commitment, tefilah and Jewish identity.  

Shayna Goldberg
Mashgicha 
Ruchanit,  
Migdal Oz

Relating Directly to God

In this week’s parsha of Ki Tissa, we read 
about the devastating incident of the egel 
ha-zahav. Bnei Yisrael, only weeks after 
standing at Har Sinai and hearing dibrot 
straight from the mouth of G-d, participated 
in the construction and worship of a golden 
calf. Commentaries struggle to understand 

DIVREI TORAH FROM
YESHIVOT AND SEMINARIES

MIGDAL OZ, GUSH ETZION

Torah Tidbits is proud to highlight the many outstanding Rabbis and  
teachers that lead the various Yeshivot and Seminaries here in Israel.

how a nation that was rescued from Egypt, 
witnessed countless miracles and received 
G-d’s Torah could turn their backs on Him 
in such an act of betrayal. 

Rav Meir Simcha of Dvinsk, in his sefer 
Meshech Chochma, offers an interpretation 
that provides much insight into human 
nature. He explains that because we are 
limited in our ability to grasp a G-d who is 
infinite and intangible, we often turn to more 
concrete pathways to try to connect to Him.

והמה, כאשר ראו כי “בושש משה”, נפלו מאמונתם ובקשו 

ממעל  רוח  ההיא  הצורה  על  ולהוריד  עגל  להם  לעשות 

המשגיח  והוא  לאלקות  מרכבה  הוא  כי  זה  על  ולשפוט 

בעולם השפל.

And therefore, when they saw that “Moshe 
was delayed,” their faith fell, and they 

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה

צפורה בת שרה
אפרים אברהם בן רבקה
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desired to make a calf and to lower onto 
that image the heavenly spirit; and this 
would be a chariot for the Divine and 
would oversee the lower world.

In other words, it is not that Bnei Yisrael 
thought that the calf was G-d, but rather, 
that it would be a more concrete and 
physical way for them to connect to Him. 
When Moshe saw the calf, he understood 
that they had built it as a replacement for 
the connection that they felt to G-d through 
him. The problem did not start with the 
calf, but with their connection to Moshe, on 
whom they relied as their representation 
of G-d.  Bnei Yisrael had yet to internalize 
that they had an independent relationship 
directly with G-d that was greater than any 
leader or role model they would ever have. 

ואיזו  ועל זה צווח משה ככרוכיא: האם תדמו כי אני ענין 

קדושה בלתי מצות ה’, עד כי בהעדר כבודי עשיתם לכם 

עגל?! חלילה, גם אני איש כמוכם, והתורה אינה תלויה בי, 

ואף אם לא באתי היתה התורה במציאותה בלי שינוי חלילה. 

And this is what Moshe decried: “Do you 
imagine that I am the issue, that there is 
any holiness without the commandments 
of Hashem, such that when I was missing 
you made a calf? Disgraceful! I am a person 
just like you, and Torah is not dependent on 
me; and even if I had not come, the Torah 
would continue to exist without any change!   

The Meshech Chochma concludes that 
Moshe felt he had no choice but to break 
the luchot at that point. It is not that Moshe 
was angry and dropped the luchot out of a 
loss of control. Rather, he calculated that if 
given the luchot, Bnei Yisrael would simply 
transfer the feelings they had towards the 
calf onto the luchot and would not receive 

the message that we must establish an 
independent, mature relationship directly 
with Hakadosh Baruch Hu. 

In order to effectively transmit our mesorah, 
a true Torah educator needs to internalize 
that it is not about them. While their role is 
to teach Torah and inspire people towards 
greater halachic commitment, more 
passionate tefila, a connection to Eretz 
Yisrael, and to constantly be working on 
middot, educators must understand that 
they are not meant to be at the center of 
that process. Rather, an educator’s job is to 
teach with deep humility only in order to 
help ignite and facilitate growth in others.

At every level of education, there needs 
to be constant respect and trust displayed 
so that students and congregants are 
encouraged to think for themselves and 
to make good decisions as they develop 
their own independent relationships with 
Hashem and with their Judaism. 

Moshe believed that it was necessary 
for Bnei Yisrael to grow close to Hashem 
through their own direct connection to 
Him. With this he established a healthy 
and powerful model for all future teachers, 
parents and leaders to follow. 

BAKA – TOWNHOUSE 220sqm, 
private entrance, private elevator, 
4 exposures, 
central, quiet – 
7,500,000nis

052-3202488 
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Real Life Rescues 
Rescues In the Snow
Two weeks ago, large parts of Israel were hit with heavy snowfall causing delays in 
emergency response times. United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Yechiel Roshtzaki, who 
also serves as the Deputy Head of the Galilee chapter of the organization in Tzfat was 
on high alert with the organization’s fleet of ATVs and 4x4 jeeps in the northern city 
and was kept busy as the team responded to more than 100 incidents in over the 
course of the two day storm.  

In one incident, a 60 year-old man was suffering acute chest pains, portending a 
likely heart attack. Alerted to the emergency, Yechiel rushed over with the ATV, 
enabling him to drive safely and quickly through the snow. He administered 300 mg 
aspirin to reduce cardiac pressure, instructing the patient to chew the pills slowly for 
rapid absorption into the bloodstream.

Yechiel continued to monitor vital signs and care for his patient, as a United Hatzalah 
ambulance crew arrived to assist with the rescue. An intensive care ambulance 
joined them on location 20 minutes later; an EKG was attached and the patient was 
evacuated to the Ziv Medical Center for further evaluation and lifesaving treatment.

In another incident around 12:30 PM, a local man slipped and fell on the icy asphalt, 
fracturing his hand. Yechiel again rushed to help and arrived in just a few minutes 
at the man’s side. Yechiel bandaged the wounded victim and carefully immobilized 
the area to reduce pain and prevent further injury. He then transferred his patient 
to a municipal ambulance, located not too far away, which was able to evacuate the 
man to the hospital. 

Throughout the day, Yechiel and the other volunteers on his team continued 
responding to medical emergencies and incidents that required more humanitarian 
assistance. The team assisted drivers who spun-out at the side of the road and even 
helped safely evacuate a pair of “shaky” residential buildings, experiencing structural 
emergencies amidst the icy weather. All told, dozens of United Hatzalah volunteers 
were involved in rescue efforts 
throughout the city.

Thanks to the rescue ATV, 
Yechiel and his team were able 
to navigate quickly through the 
sleet and snow, responding to 
medical emergencies in and 
around the hilly city.

1221
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Lia Manning
Gush Etzion 
Chapter Co-Director
Don’t Forget To 

Wash Your Hands!

In Parshat Ki Tissa we are told about 
several Keilim of the Mishkan. The Kior 
is noted among them as the vessel with 
which the Kohanim shall wash their 
hands and feet. While as 21st century Jews 
we are quite accustomed to the concept 
of Netilat Yadaim as a spiritual cleansing 
of our hands, it is still strange to fathom 
why the Kohanim, who just went through 
Tvila to be spiritually pure, would still 
need this seemingly unnecessary step. 
And if we were to suggest that this is a 
physical cleaning, then why would this be 
imperative after having just donned their 
newly pressed Bigdei Kehuna?

Rav Hirsch proposes that while the 
Kohanim are clothed from head to toe in 
beautiful white, pure garments, the only 
parts of their bodies that are left bare 
are their hands and feet. These must 
therefore be metaphorically “clothed” or 
covered by water upon starting the Avoda. 
He goes on to explain that this washing 
ritual is not one of physical cleansing, 
nor a spiritual washing in the sense of 
the tevila in the Mikve. Rather, it should 
serve as a reminder of the holiness of the 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

work that they are about to execute. This 
is why it is not enough to wash just once 
at the beginning, rather this practice must 
be repeated at regular intervals during the 
day, to refresh the holy priests’ attention 
and revert their consciousness back to the 
importance of their job.

We can learn from this holy ritual that no 
one, not even the Kohanim are immune to 
mental distractions. This is why we must 
daven several times a day, and say Brachot 
left and right. It is all in order to have a 
set reminder of what we should really be 
focusing on. The point is not to have Kavana 
for the Brachot themselves, but rather to 
use those times of Tfila to inspire Kavana 
in every moment of our lives.

Elish Eisenberg
10th Grade,  
Neve Daniel

Counting Lives, Saving 
Worlds

In Parshat Ki Tisa, Bnei Yisrael are 
directed to conduct a census, but not by 
directly counting the people. Instead, they 

www.translationsandadvocacyforolimhadashim.com
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Nowadays, as we struggle with the effects 
of the Coronavirus and the media’s obses-
sion with numbers, it’s important to not 
lose sight that each person who died of the 
disease is not just a statistic, but someone’s 
grandparent, parent, sibling, child or loved 
one. Each person matters individually, and 
not just as part of a total number of victims. 

The Gemara teaches that whoever saves a 
life saves a whole world. Each person who 
was lost is not a fraction of a total, rather 
ever individual represents an entire world 
to someone that they loved. We must 
remember that while we fight the virus 
and get vaccinated whenever possible, we 
are also engaging in saving entire worlds. 
Instead of just counting numbers, we are 
telling each person who was lost, that they 
count. 

------------------------------------

NCSY Israel is the premier organization 
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire, 
empower, and help teen olim with "Klita" to 
the Land of Israel by encouraging passionate 
Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at  
israel.ncsy.org

are instructed to collect a ½ shekel per 
military-age man to be used to fund the 
Mishkan. The pasuk specifically describes 
performing the census in this indirect man-
ner in order to prevent a plague.  

We also know that whenever we want to 
count Jews (for a Minyan), we are care-
ful not to use numbers. Our minhag is to 
count according to the Pasuk “Hoshiya Et 
Amecha…”

In comparison, in Sefer Shmuel, when 
Dovid Hamelech conducted a direct census 
of the people, the result was a plague. 

In more recent history, during the Shoah 
when the Nazis stripped people of their 
humanity and reduced them to a mere 
number tattooed onto their arms, this rep-
resented the worst of this dehumanizing 
counting. 

Perhaps what the Torah is trying to warn 
us against is that reducing people to just a 
number by counting directly strips them 
of their individual identities and qualities. 

In comparison, when Bnei Yisrael left Egypt, 
they’re not just counted as 600,000 military 
aged fighters, they’re also listed as a collec-
tion of families, with important identities. 

050-4455975www.talclean.co.il
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Sunday, March 7,
20:00 / Israel time
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