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Purim and the 
“Thrust” to 
Yerushalayim

Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai, the great 
talmudic scholar was questioned 
by his students: why were the 

Jews of Shushan imperiled by Haman’s 
murderous plan; what possible sin war-
ranted this devastating and potentially 
existential threat? Instead of replying, 
Rebbi Shimon signaled to his students 
that they should suggest a reason. They 
replied that the Jews were punished for 
participating in royal festivities directed 
by Achashverosh. 

The Achashverosh party wasn’t exactly an 
exhibition of high-minded moral values or 
a display of human compassion. Rapacious 
noblemen gorged for a 180-day culinary 
orgy while the peasants of the country-side 
were taxed through the nose to foot the bill 
for this debauched exorbitance. Shameless 
gluttons lying on marble couches provided 

ample eye-candy for voyeuristic people 
who passed by the royal gardens. Perhaps 
the food at this party was glatt kosher but 
there are certain events which should be 
“off limits” to religious people - regardless 
of the kashrut level of the food which is 
served.

However, participation in an immoral 
party still doesn’t justify such a harsh 
response. Evidently, there was something 
far more criminal in this decision to join 
the Ahchashverosh and his merry revelers. 

Purim mustn’t be viewed as a “miracle in 
a bottle”; It can’t be reduced simply to the 
storyline of a mass-murderer who set his 
sights on Jewish annihilation but whose 
plans were dashed by Divine intervention. 
This story has occurred throughout Jewish 
history and Purim isn’t, in this respect that 
exceptional. Without understanding the 
broader “historical framework” of Purim, 
the miracle feels a bit commonplace. 
According to Chazal’s timeline, the miracle 
in Shushan occurred AFTER our initial 
return to Israel. Having been exiled for 70 
years, the Jews began their great project of 
resettling their homeland and rebuilding 
Yerushalayim. Sadly, this revival was 
stalled, as hostile locals were staunchly 
opposed to what they deemed as Jewish 
expansionism. Eighteen years elapsed 
between the aborted initial return and 
the final homecoming and reconstruction 
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of the Mikdash. It is within this eighteen-
year period that the Purim saga unfolded. 
The real crime of the partiers was in 
their “historical indifference”. Jews were 
struggling to settle their ancient homeland 
and fending off hostile enemies. It is one 
thing not to emigrate and join the battle. 
However, it is another thing entirely, to 
remain behind in Persia and feast and 
drink for half a year while Jews were 
struggling and dying in their homeland. 
Their abject disinterest in the historical 
process – immersing themselves in revelry 
while their brothers were busy crafting 
history- was absolutely criminal and 
deserving of a severe response. 

It is crucial not to place Purim in a 
vacuum and sever it from its historical 
background. The Jewish people were 
“stuck in the mud”; having returned to 
Israel, their grand project was stalled by 
lack of resources and hostile enemies. 
This suspended redemption required one 
miracle, one great electrifying event, to 
provide the final thrust to propel the Jew 
back to their homeland. Purim provided 
that national thrust and that redemptive 
energy. As the Sefat Emmet writes, Purim 
was a pre-redemptive event which paved 
the path back to Yerushalayim. As the 
Sefat Emmet continues: it may very well 
be that our final redemption will also be 
preceded by a pre-redemptive miracle to 
provide similar “energy”. We believe that 
this late 19th century prophecy of the Sefat 
Emmet has been fulfilled; our people have 
been blessed with great miracles which, 
hopefully, will thrust our people to our 
final homecoming. 
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