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DR. MEIR TAMARI ZT"L

A niece of Dr. Tamari, Rita-Rivka Lewy, 
shared a personal reflection with us at 
Torah Tidbits as we soon mark the Shloshim 
since his passing.

Looking Back 
on the Life 
of Dr. Meir 
Tamari zt"l 
We recently lost one of the longtime 
contributors to Torah Tidbits - my uncle, 
Meir Tamari. Dr. Tamari was a passionate 
proponent of the Halachic ethics of 
economic life, as presented in his iconic 
writings. 

He began the nine plus decades of his 
colorful life in South Africa, a child of 
refugees from Lithuania. A conscientious 
thinker, he came to embrace a religious 
hashkafah. While obtaining a secular 
BA in Economics, he studied Gemara 

REMEMBERING 

and Dinim at afternoon Hebrew School. 
He joined Bnei Akiva, and made aliyah 
around the time of Hakamat Hamedinah. 

He was among the developers of Kibbutz 
Shluchot, “the purest kibbutz I could 
find,” digging ditches and living as 
true a chalutz. He married there, but 
compromises by the community led 
him to make new choices for his family, 
including moving to Jerusalem. 

After a stint as teacher, he joined the 
Bank of Israel, where he became Chief 
Economist. He developed a method of 
predicting bankruptcy, helping small 
firms with trade trends and market 
predictions. He was sent to meet the 
Queen, and traveled extensively, lecturing 
and consulting internationally.

As a rabbinic scholar and lover of the 
works of many gedolim, he developed a 
lifelong passion for the writings of the 
Sochachover Rebbe, Shem Mishmuel. 

A talmid chacham well versed in Jewish 
sources, he focused increasingly on 
Jewish morality and economics. He 

WEEKLY INSPIRATION
To be frank, sensitivity in general, and religious sensitivity in particular, is a rare 

phenomenon in this day and age. The modern Jew is in dire need of religious 
experience, of a great ecstasy in living as a Jew and “being involved” in Jewishness.

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik zt”l (‘Community, Covenant and Commitment’ p. 337)
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developed a course on the subject - ‘the 
most important thing I’ve ever taught’ - as 
a Bar Ilan University professor for more 
than 15 years. 

This material, which he found appealed 
to Jew and Gentiles alike, became the 
central themes of his book ‘With All 
Your Possessions’. In it, he painted a 
vivid portrait of ‘Jewish Economic Man’ 
- adhering to mutual responsibility, 
sanctification of daily life, and absolute 
morality. He also refuted anti-semitic 
slanders about Jewish business activity, 
highlighting the unique and highly ethical 
system of laws and customs central to 
Jewish life. 

Through his teaching, his Institute for 
Ethics in Economics, and his many 
published works, Dr. Tamari has 
highlighted the relationship between 
Torah and Economics, contributing 
uniquely to the field in our developing 
state - a guiding light for living in an open 
society without compromising Torah 
truths. Yehi Zichro Baruch. 
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are about to say are intense, we can’t just 
mumble through them. We need to cover 
our eyes so that we can have complete 
concentration, and not be distracted by 
anything going on around us. 

 Listen, fellow Jews - We call out -שמע ישראל
to the entire Jewish people, it’s not enough 
to just accept Hashem’s rule over us as 
individuals, we need to do so together as 
a people.

 .Hashem is the master over everything – ה'
He is היה, הוה, ויהיה – He is beyond time, He 
simultaneously exists in the past, present, 
and future. He embodies the middah of
.of mercy ,רחמים

 Not only does He embody – אלוקינו
the middah of רחמים, He concurrently 
exemplifies the middah of דין, of strict 
judgement, as well. Additionally, we 
specifically point to the fact that He is 
not just אלוקים, He is אלוקינו, our G-d. He 
watches over every single one of us, in a 
very personal, detailed way.

אחד  .Hashem is the One and Only – ה’ 
One should enunciate the letter ד long 
enough to focus on the magnitude of this 
statement. He rules over the entire world 
from one end to the other, the good and 
the bad, the world of nature, the world of 
politics, war and economy, medicine and 
current events….everything. 
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Special rates up to 75% LTV: 
30 year 3.85% 
15 year 2.90%
10 year 2.75%
For well qualified borrowers

Purchase / Refinance Rates 
(Non-inflation linked)*

Mortgage 
RATES at 
historic 
LOWS for 
refinance 
& purchase

60 King George, Jerusalem
3 Aluf Kalman Magen, Tel Aviv 
*Rates are for quali�ed borrowers and are current as of    
 the printing of this advertisement but are subject to    
 change. Quoted rates do not represent an offer and 
 are for illustrative purposes only.

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
New Building in Arnona/Talpiot - 
• 5 rooms, 123m + 9m mirpeset - 2.97m NIS   

Lobby, 2 Parking spaces, Storage room 
& Shabbat elevators

•  4  room  penthouse, 132m + 43m mirpeset -  
3.77m NIS Lobby, 2 Parking spaces, 
Storage room & Shabbat elevators

Bustan Baka - 3 rooms, 75m, 2 full bathrooms, 
1 floor up with Shabbat Elevator, private 
parking & storage room. Move in shape. 
2.75m nis

For Rent in the German Colony -  4.5 room 
garden apartment, good condition, 40m 
garden, quiet, parking, storage. 8700nis


