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In Memoriam

Dr. Meir Tamari l"f

"I used to read his articles in Torah Tidbits. Noticeably different
from the regular kind of articles - very interesting and
insightful. But who was he?"

Two ways to answer that question. First, let's Google him.

He was born in Cape Town, South Africa... graduated from the University
of Cape Town with a degree in economics in 1948... He was an active
member of the Zionist Bnei Akiva youth group, and in 1950, he joined
other members of this group in moving to Israel... Kfar Darom, then
Kibbutz Shluchot... In 1960, he became an economist at the Bank of Israel,
attaining the status of Senior Economist in 1967... In 1971, he served as a
special consultant to the UK Royal Commission on Small Firms, and later
he was invited by the French Centre national de la recherche scientifique
(CNRS) to make a comparison of corporate financial patterns in various
countries... PhD from City University of London... senior lecturer in
economics at Bar Ilan University... published several books - ranging from
Jewish Business Ethics to commentaries on Torah and the Haftarot. His
specialty, in everything he wrote, lectured, taught, spoke - JEWISH
BUSINESS ETHICS...

Very impressive. What's the other way to answer the question, Who was
Dr. Meir Tamari?

The personal way. Dr. Tamari was a passionate Jew and a sensitive human
being. For him, there was no separating the strict adherence to Torah and
Mitzvot from Ethics. Sounds simple and obvious, but we all know of Jews
who do make that separation. Dr. Tamari took Torah values into the
marketplace, and deplored as hypocritical, those Jews who seem to have
forgotten about the Choshen Mishpat section of Shulchan Aruch.

Dr. Tamari had a twinkle in his eye and a good sense of humor. The fact
that he took his column in Torah Tidbits so seriously, calling to check if he
was under deadline, asking advice about what he should write, checking

and double checking - in light of all his accomplishments - was
truly amazing. For him there was no separation between Torah

and secular pursuits. They were all Torah.

He was good person and a good Jew. jexa exkf idi  -Phil Chernofsky


