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Angelic 
Archetypes

Although the keruvim were not 
seen by the masses, they featured 
prominently adorning the aron, the 

holy ark in the Kodesh Hakadoshim.  Chazal 
describe them as having the form of two 
children, male and female with angelic 
qualities. We are familiar with Chazal’s 
teaching -- when the Jews did the will of 
Hashem the keruvim faced each other; 
when they did otherwise, the keruvim faced 
in opposite directions. Additionally, their 
wings extended upwards towards heaven. 
Why were these figures chosen to grace the 
aron and what can we learn from them?

Rabbi Grossbard in Da’at Shraga explains 
that the imagery of children reflects 
pure faith. A child in his innocence relies 
completely and unquestionably on his 

parents. We can model this behavior, taking 
this level of faith beyond the intellectual 
purview to affect our daily actions, thus 
meriting Hashem’s protection and Divine 
influence in our lives.  

Another special attribute of a child is 
his quest for knowledge, notes Rabbi 
Roberts in Prism of Torah. A child is 
always exploring, experimenting, and 
continually growing. The keruvim spread 
their wings upwards, a sign of growth and 
aspiration to reach spiritual heights. It is 
Yaakov Avinu who models this concept. 
The name Yaakov comes from the word 
ekev, heel. This expresses the mindset to 
constantly develop and learn, moving 
from the bottom upwards. Yaakov’s polar 
opposite is his twin brother Eisav, whose 
name derives from the word asui, ready-
made. Eisav reflects a life of complacency, 
devoid of movement. Contrarily, a Torah 
Jew strives for perpetual growth and 
elevation.
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It is further significant, Rav Sorotzkin points 
out, that the keruvim were made from 
the same piece of gold that fashioned the 
aron. Creating a foundation that will allow 
children to flourish and live a life of Torah 
must begin even when they are infants. 
When babies see mitzvot performed, the 
experience becomes embedded in their 
psyche forging the bedrock of their identity.  

As we mentioned, the keruvim faced 
each other when Am Yisrael did the will 
of Hashem. Rav Gamliel Rabinovitch in 
Tiv HaTorah explains that facing each 
other is itself the will of Hashem. The 
majority of the 48 ways to acquire Torah 
involve interpersonal relationships. One 
cannot reach great heights in Torah living 
in isolation. Rather it is when facing one 
another, reaching out to get involved in 
the needs of one another, that one can 
achieve spiritual greatness. Rav Sternbach 
in Ta’am Vadaat adds that one always 
must be ready to face another, to extend 
oneself in chessed for another. Indeed, this 
connection, feeling beachdut, is the greatest 
‘will of Hashem’ comments Rav Schorr in 
Halekach Vehalebuv.

The keruvim, the very space from which 
the Divine voice emanated, teach us the 
essence of Torah living. Be childlike in your 
complete faith in Hashem, constantly strive 
to grow and seek to concern yourself with 
the needs of others. 


