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Communal 
Service is 
Supreme

In the introduction to the Ein Yaakov, 
there is a well-known midrash that re-
cords a three-way dispute among tan-

na’im. They argue over which pasuk of the 
Torah is most comprehensive and all-inclu-
sive. Ben Zoma suggests the pasuk of “She-
ma Yisrael. Ben Nanas suggests, “v’ahavta 
l’reacha kamocha.” But then, Ben Pazi 
suggests a pasuk that describes the korban 
tamid: “es hakeves ha’ehad ta’aseh baboker, 
v’es hakeves hasheni ta’ase bein ha’arbay-
im”. The midrash ends with a statement 
that Rav Ploni stood up and declared the 
dispute to be resolved in favor of Ben Pazi, 
based on a pasuk from our parsha “kechol 
asher ani mareh oscha es tavnis hamishk-

kan v’es tavnis kol keilav v’chen ta’asu”. 

This is somewhat puzzling. It is easy 
to understand why Shema would be 
suggested, as it was the last words uttered 
by several martyrs throughout Jewish 
history. It is quite easy to understand why 
“ve’ahavta lere’ekha kamokha“ would be 
suggested, as it encompasses the essence 
of interpersonal mitzvot. The third pasuk, 
about the korban tamid, seems to pale 
next to the first two choices – let alone be 
declared superior! 

The significance of the korban tamid, as 
its name implies, lies in its constancy 
and consistency. It is the same sacrifice 
that we offer each morning and evening. 
It symbolizes the way we are required to 
approach our avodas Hashem. We must act 
in a consistent, persistent, and unrelenting 
manner. This is indeed an important lesson 
derived from this Midrash. Yet, lets focus 
on the last statement. How does the pasuk 
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from our parsha (referring to the building 
of the Mishkan), prove that the verse 
relating to the korban tamid is of greatest 
significance?  

The Kesav Sofer suggests as follows. The 
first pasuk referenced, Shema Yisrael, 
relates to one’s obligation to inspire others.  
The pasuk does not just declare “Hashem 
Elokenu” – rather it begins with “Shema 
Yisrael” – all of Israel should hear. This 
highlights one’s obligation to not just be 
inspired but to spread the flame and spark 
the inspiration in others. 

The second pasuk, references – loving 
one’s neighbor. It is not enough to inspire 
another spiritually, one must be there for 
others in times of celebration and in the 
most challenging times. To feel the pain and 
happiness of others and to offer assistance 
and comfort. 

The third pasuk, referencing the korban 
tamid, reflects a communal sacrifice that 
was offered on behalf of each individual.  
The highest level of avodas Hashem is 
serving Hashem together as a people.  
That combines the previous two ideas 
represented by the Shema Yisrael and 
v’ahavta l’reacha kamocha.  

The proof offered by Rav Ploni from the 
pasuk in our parsha underscores that 
serving Hashem together is the ideal. Just 
as Am Yisrael joined together to build the 
Mishkan- “v’chen ta’asu” - so too in the 
future, we should always gather together 
and worship Hashem in a unified manner.  
Communal service is the ideal. May we be 
zoche to return to our Mikdash me’at, and 
once again serve Hashem brov am. 
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