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Dedicated L'Iluy Nishmas HaChaver 
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l 

Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Filling the 
Void 

Nathan Straus, zy’a, was a legendary 
humanitarian and philanthropist 
who reportedly gave two thirds 

of his personal fortune to building up 
the Land of Israel. One of the owners of 
Macy’s, he invested enormous time, effort 
and resources into this project, as well as 
his humanitarian work in New York. The 
City of Netanya is named in his honor. 

On a visit to Eretz Yisrael, he had the honor 
of visiting the Chief Rabbi, Rav Avraham 
Yitzchak haKohen Kook zy’a. After their 
meeting, Rav Kook solicited Mr. Straus for 
Ma’os Chittim to help provide residents of 

the holy city with provisions for Yom Tov. 
Straus made a substantial donation, and 
seeking validation, asked Rav Kook, “Dear 
Rabbi, will this suffice? Is it enough?” Rav 
Kook responded by sharing a story:

“There was a Russian landowner whose es-
tate was so large that one day, he lost his way 
on his own property, and ended up at the 
home of a simple Jewish laborer who lived 
in a hut on a neighboring estate. The Jew was 
not prepared for such an honored guest, and 
served the man all that he had available in 
his home: black bread and hard boiled eggs. 
The Russian landowner wanted to pay, but 
the Jew refused, saying it was his pleasure to 
play host. But when the wealthy man insist-
ed that he wished to pay, the Yid asked for a 
whopping thousand rubles, a disproportion-
ate sum for the meal he was served. 

The landowner asked, “Are eggs so rare 
here?” 

“No,” the yid replied, “but wealthy 
landowners like you are.” 

Rav Kook then turned to Mr. Straus, “I do 
not have the privilege of hosting such a 
special guest like you every day...” 

Nathan Straus smiled… and gave the Rav 
an even larger check.

ר  ל־ִאיׁש ֲאשֶׁ רּוָמה ֵמֵאת כָּ ְוִיְקחּו־ִלי תְּ ָרֵאל  ֵני ִישְׂ ר ֶאל־בְּ בֵּ דַּ
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ֽרּוָמִתי: ְקחּו ֶאת־תְּ ֶבּנּו ִלּבוֹ תִּ ִידְּ

“Speak to the children of Israel, and have 
them take for Me an offering; from every 
person whose heart inspires him to 
generosity, you shall take My offering.”

Our sedra outlines the terumah 
contributions, which we are called upon to 
offer to the communal fund, with nedivas 
ha-lev, goodwill and ‘generosity from the 
heart’. Included in the list of the materials 
to be donated were the precious stones set 
into the choshen breastplate of the Kohen 
Gadol (25:7): “...Shoham stones and avnei 
miluim, (filling stones), for the ephod (linen 
apron) and for the choshen (breastplate).” 
Rashi comments on the construction 
of the breastplate: “Since there was an 
indentation in the gold and the stones were 
placed there, they are called avnei miluim, 
‘stones that fill’. 

Rav Yaakov Bender shlit’a, beloved rosh 
yeshivah of Darchei Torah shared a moving 
insight from his Rebbi, the rosh yeshivah of 
Mir, Brooklyn, Rav Shmuel Berenbaum zt’l: 
“The precious, hewn gemstones that adorn 
the holy breastplate of the Kohen Gadol are 
priceless. Each had its own beauty, color 
and intrinsic value. Yet they are specifically 
called ‘space fillers’? How can this be?

“Each of us has abilities, strengths and 
personality traits that make us special. 
Our  positive attributes and characteristics 
bring value and meaning to the world. 
More importantly, however, is how we use 
our personal qualities to ‘hold space’ and 
fill the void in others. Our primary purpose 
in life, our essence, is how we provide for 
the material, spiritual and emotional needs 
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of others. That is the essence of the precious 
gems of the avnei miluim worn over the 
heart of the High Priest; they are reminders 
of what it means to take responsibility and 
‘hold space’ for others. 

This week is Shabbos Zachor, when, in 
advance of Purim, we remember the 
intention of our arch-enemy, Amalek. 
Haman desired to eradicate the Jews, and 
offered King Achashveirosh ten thousand 
shekel kesef to to curry favor with him 
and to offset any expense to the Kingdom 
that the intended genocide would incur. 
Achashverosh enabled Haman’s plans, 
and gave over his signet ring, empowering 
Haman with absolute power. Chazal 
explain that Haman’s decree was averted 
in merit of the mitzvah of machatzis ha-
shekel, the ‘half-shekel’ donation to the 
Temple. Similarly, when we give our pre-
Purim tzedakah, it is a remembrance of the 
terumos, the donations given to the Temple. 

Indeed, the joy of Purim itself hinges on 
our generosity of heart. Rambam (Hilchos 
Megillah, 2:17) prioritizes sharing with 
others above our own personal celebration: 

“It is better for people to increase in their 
gifts to the poor more than they increase 
in their meal and the gifts that they send to 
their companions...

שאין שם שמחה גדולה ומפוארה אלא לשמח לב עניים 

ויתומים ואלמנות וגרים.

 שהמשמח לב האמללים האלו דומה לשכינה 

שנאמר להחיות רוח שפלים ולהחיות לב נדכאים

“...For there is no greater or glorious joy 
than to bring happiness to the hearts of 
the poor and orphans and widows and 
strangers, and one who brings happiness to 
the hearts of the less fortunate is compared 
to the Divine Presence, as it says, “To revive 
the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the 
hearts of the broken ones.”(Isaiah 57:15)

Like the avnei miluim, the greater role of 
our giving is to fill the void of another.

The Alter Rebbe, Rav Shneur Zalman, zy’a, 
tells us: “Let us not just ask what we need, 
rather ask where we are needed.” We 
may not have the material resources of 
Nathan Straus, z’l, but we can all do our 
best to step into the void and fill the lives 
of others with simcha this Purim. 

Bilu st. 2 - 110m, duplex, 8 stairs to get into building, 
elevator to 1st  floor, 3 bedrooms & 2 bathrooms on 
bottom floor, kitchen, living room, dining room, library 
and guest toilet on main floor, 20m Sukka terrace, Asking 
price 4.9 M Shekels
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, 
Arab house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard 
of renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking 2,550,000 dollars
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