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Techiyat 
Hameitim – 
For Trees? 
Part 2

Last week we discussed a tree that dried 
up, was chopped down to about 20 cm 
above ground, and came back to life.  

The Shulchan Aruch states (YD 294:18): 

A tree that is chopped down and grew back 
from the root is not obligated [in restarting 
the orlah count], unless it was cut down at 
ground level, in which case we count from 
the time it is cut down. However, if even a 
little remains [above soil], it is exempt.

The Shach is stringent and rules that the 
orlah count restarts if the tree is chopped 
down to less than a tefach above ground. 
However, even according to the Shach, 
if more than 10 cm was left of the stump 
above ground, there is no need to recount 
orlah years.

In practice: If the tree is cut down to less 
than a tefach, it is best to be stringent and 
restart the orlah count; in extenuating 
circumstances, however, one can be lenient 
(Hilchot Ha’aretz, Orlah 5:7). If only the root 
system is alive, all posekim concur that the 
orlah count should be restarted.
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The renewal of a tree cannot begin from a 
part that is already dead. So if a new shoot 
grows from an area above a tefach, there is 
no need to restart the orlah count. To check 
for the point of renewal, carefully peel back 
a small part of the trunk. If the inside is 
green, the tree is still alive; if it is brown, 
that part of the tree is dead. If we continue 
peeling back additional parts along the 
stump, we can find the exact place the tree 
is dead.

If shoots grow from below the ground (from 
the same root system), this is considered a 
new tree, and the orlah count should be 
restarted. 
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