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Purim marks one year 
since Covid-19 has impacted our holiday 
celebrations. I vividly remember recording 
a short video before Pesach sharing that this 
Pesach will be remembered forever and 
encouraging people to write Divrei Torah 
and memories to share with their parents 
and grandparents as we all prepared for 
Leil Haseder in our own homes. Then, 
Shavuot came and we found that we were 
still in the midst of the pandemic. Little did 
we know the Yamim Noraim, Sukkot, and 
Chanuka would be celebrated through the 
lens of Covid as well. Our years are marked 
by the celebration of the Chagim and 
Smachot, and with Purim appropriating 
we mark a full cycle of this alternative 
reality we find ourselves in.

Last week we celebrated Rosh Chodesh 
Adar. I find it interesting that even after 
so many years, each Rosh Chodesh Adar 
has me reflecting on the incredibly fun 
experiences of Rosh Chodesh Adar during 
high school, particularly my senior year. 
It is customary for the seniors to turn the 
school upside down, and there is a big 
teacher vs. student basketball game. This 
provides a chance to interact with the 
Rebbeim and teachers in a less formal 
manner and results in bonding after four 
years of frontal teaching and learning. 
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It saddens me that my 12th grade son is 
missing out on this opportunity and that 
my 8th grade son is missing out on similar 
activities on the middle school level. The 8th 
graders usually run a Shuk Purim to raise 
money for a fun end of year activity for 
the graduating class, and he waited years 
to be the grade organizing this. Yet, like 
so many things this year, it has come and 
gone without group activities. As a parent 
and educator there are different ways to 
handle the disappointment, and I am trying 
to impart the lesson that our happiness and 
adaptability are in our own hands. 

Each of us has the choice to make the most 
of this very challenging year. With the 
recent arrival of the coronavirus vaccine, 
I pray that we are nearing the end of this 
pandemic. For years to come, each of us will 
be asked “What did you do during corona?” 
I hope we can answer along these lines – we 
learned to be more adaptable, we enjoyed 
time with our families and took advantage 
of modern technology to connect even 
when we could not be together physically, 
we listened to Shiurim and improved our 
Kavanah during davening, we learned new 
skills, and we practiced Chesed in new 
ways. 
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In this week’s Parsha, Rashi comments that 
the Bnei Yisrael lined up to give Terumot 
to the Mishkan. They recognized that the 
building of the Mishkan was going to be a 
one time phenomenon, and they wanted to 
have a part in this unique Mitzvah. They 
took advantage of the opportunity Hashem 
provided them with in their generation. 

Similarly, we want to take advantage of 
the unique Mitzvot that are available to 
us during this Covid-19 year. With Purim 
coming up, we can think about our neigh-
bors who may be feeling sad or having 
their Purim Seudah alone and make sure 
they are the first of our Mishloach Manot 
deliveries. We can also think about our IDF 
soldiers and bring a smile to their faces. 

Every year, OU Israel runs a campaign 
to raise funds to deliver pre-Purim 
Mishloach Manot to IDF soldiers. This 
year, we decided to take the campaign to 
a new level and promote it on a larger, 
global scale. As a parent whose son 
enlisted in the IDF during the pandemic, 
I know first-hand how difficult this year 
has been for soldiers. Due to the army’s 
correct priority  of keeping our soldiers’ 
healthy, soldiers have strict corona related 
guidelines including being given time off 
much less frequently. After being on his 
base for 30 days straight, my son finally 
had a weekend off a couple weeks ago, 
but our family was in Bidud and were 
unfortunately not able to see him. Luckily, 
he was able to spend Shabbat with my 
parents, but he was unable to come home 
and we both missed the opportunity to 
spend time together or even share a hug 
before he headed back. Hopefully, we will 

be able to see him again after Purim. 

A lot has changed since the Purim story 
occurred in Shushan, but the Jewish 
people still have enemies that want to kill 
us. We are all lucky to have the IDF and 
our dedicated soldiers looking out for us 
and keeping us safe from our enemies. 
Ultimately, our soldiers are in the IDF to 
serve the Jewish people. The least we can 
do is help Jews around the world put a 
smile on their faces. You can take part in 
this Mitzvah by purchasing a Pre-Purim 
Mishloach Manot for our soldiers at 
www.ouisrael.org/purim, and despite the 
differences this pandemic Purim will likely 
have, your holiday should be positively 
impacted knowing you brought Simchat 
Purim to our brave Chayalim.
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