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Covenant 
Cemented

The great moment of the Jews pro-
claiming “na’aseh v’nishma” was ac-
companied by a ceremony referred 

to as “kritat brit”.  Moshe Rabbeinu offered 
sacrifices, he then sprinkled half the blood 
on the mizbeach and half on the people. 
Chazal note that the division of the blood 
had to be so precise that an angel came 
down to help Moshe Rabbeinu to split the 
blood exactly in half. What is the signifi-
cance of this event and what can we learn 
from the angel’s assistance to Moshe?

The Siftei Re’em sees this ceremony as 
a paradigm of a Jew’s dedication to the 
service of Hashem. Dividing the blood 
symbolizes the need for a person to allocate 
his day and time evenly between service of 
Hashem and his own personal needs.  How 

can a person be sure that he is measuring 
his time equally? One needs Divine help, 
symbolized by the angel’s support. When 
a person desires to live spiritually, Hashem 
assists him in his quest. It is this desire that 
affirms our loyalty to this covenant. 

A Jew’s actions not only 
influence this world but the 
higher worlds as well

The Oszherover Rebbe in Be’er Moshe 
understands this ceremony as an initiation 
of the Jewish people into their exalted 
mission. Splitting the blood symbolizes 
a core element of creation, the dynamic 
of giving and taking reflected in Adam’s 
original form of male and female. At the 
occasion of Matan Torah and kritat brit, 
Klal Yisrael entered a higher dimension 
becoming the givers and takers that would 
affect all of creation. A Jew’s actions not 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         29

only influence this world but the higher 
worlds as well. The angel’s involvement 
in this process symbolizes this uplifted 
reality. Infused with this elevated mission, 
Am Yisrael were then worthy of saying 
“na’aseh vnishma”, reaching further 
angelic heights. 

Following the midrash, the Shem MiShmuel 
learns that the blood Moshe sprinkled on 
the people was sprinkled on the altar as 
well. This illustrated the loyalty of Hashem 
towards His people and the people’s loyalty 
towards Hashem. To cement the covenant 
and strengthen their commitment, both 
parts of the blood were directed to the miz-
beach creating a double link with Hashem.

The deep symbolism displayed with blood 
here is reminiscent of the blood of brit 
milah. Both these experiences characterize 
a Jew’s willingness to be moser nefesh 
for the will of Hashem, notes the Bechor 
Shor. A Jew must be ready at a moment’s 
notice to shed his blood for kiddush shem 
Shamayim. Moreover, blood represents 
our life force. Sprinkling both parts of 
blood on the mizbeach reminds us to live al 
kiddush Hashem; to devote our focus and 
passion to the mission of serving Hashem 
wholeheartedly. 
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