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Yeshivat Sha’alvim is nestled in the natural beauty of central Eretz Yisrael 
along the fertile fields of the Ayalon Valley. Here, in a beautiful rural setting, 
removed from the distractions of the busy city, the students of Sha’alvim 
blossom and grow as model bnei Torah and aspiring talmidei chachamim. 
At Sha’alvim, the talmidim learn at the highest level, and recognize that 

middot tovot and yirat Shamayim are part and parcel of their dedication to high-level Torah 
learning. Students at the yeshiva forge lifelong relationships with their Rabbanim, who 
open their homes and hearts to their students. In a warm and positive family atmosphere, 
conducive to serious learning, Sha’alvim prepares its students for a life dedicated to Torah, 
Am Yisrael, and Eretz Yisrael.
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The Spirituality of 
“Mundane” Laws

At first glance, Parshas Mishpatim is 
extremely anticlimactic. Sefer Shemos 
opened with the dramatic Exodus from 
Egypt and the Splitting of the Sea. Its 
narrative reached a crescendo with the 
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giving of the Torah at Sinai, as the entire 
Jewish nation experienced the greatest 
divine revelation in history. But, from the 
very heights of Sinai, the Jewish nation 
now, in Parshas Mishpatim, finds itself 
in a long humdrum set of pedestrian 
rules and regulations. The nation learns 
of the prohibition to insult a parent, the 
laws of damage to livestock and crops, 
and the penalties for theft and seduction. 
They are admonished to take care of the 
disadvantaged member of society, to 
faithfully repay loans, to exhibit judicial 
integrity, among other mundane laws.  

And yet, in an absolute about-face, the 
end of the parsha returns the nation to a 
lofty spiritual summit akin to Sinai. The 
unique bond between Hashem and His 
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chosen nation is restated (Shemos 24:3), 
an occult ritual with blood is performed 
(24:6), and the nation’s spiritual leaders 
again “see” God in a mystical revelation 
(24:10). The parsha closes on a spiritual 
summit with Moshe again entering a 
divine cloud (24:18), just as he did after 
the Ten Commandments were given 
(20:17).  

The event is so reminiscent of Sinai that 
Rashi (24:1, cf. Ramban) concludes that 
these events at the end of the parsha are 
out of order and really occurred before 
the laws of Parshas Mishpatim were 
taught to the nation. Of course, Rashi’s 
interpretation demands explanation. If 
the divine revelation of the end of the 
parsha was really part of the original 
events of Matan Torah, why would the 
Torah present it is as a distinct and distant 
event? Why interrupt the unique singular 
event of divine revelation at Sinai with the 
prosaic laws of Parshas Mishpatim?

What the Torah seems to be telling us is that 
the mishpatim – civil law, ethical treatment 
of others, and social sensitivities – are not 
divorced from the divinity that graced 
the Sinai experience. Quite the contrary, 
these “mundane” laws are wellsprings 
for kedusha – sanctity, holiness, and even 
divinity.

Whereas many people assume that the 
laws of Parshas Mishpatim primarily come 
to ensure a well functioning society, the 
structure of the narrative indicates that 
they accomplish far more. The Torah’s 
interruption of the divine revelation of 
Sinai with the mishpatim teaches us that 
the holiness and divinity of Sinai is the 
result of one’s performance of even the 
most mundane laws of the Torah.

Most telling, the end of the parsha states 
that Moshe Rabbenu reviewed all of 
the laws of Parshas Mishpatim with 
the nation (Shemos 24:3). Only then, 
after they committed to safeguard these 
“mundane” laws, does the Torah state 
that they “perceived the God of Israel” in 
an overwhelming mystical experience 
(Shemos 24:10).

The contemporary popular pursuit 
of spirituality is hyper-focused on 
experiences like meditation and song. 
For the more religiously inclined this 
extends to the Torah’s mitzvos that bear 
a clearly perceived encounter with the 
divine, such as Torah study, prayer, and 
Shabbos. However, Parshas Mishpatim 
teaches that spirituality is also achieved 
through the fair treatment of others, care 
of personal property, and acting with 
integrity. It teaches us that a holy and 
spiritual Jew not only learns intensely 
and prays intently, but he or she is also 
honest in their business dealings, kind to 
their slaves, and compassionate to their 
neighbors. 

רפואה שלמה
אפרים אברהם בן רבקה

For Rent: 3 room apartment in 
the heart of Jerusalem, minute walk 
from King George. Renovated,  pool, 
gym in building, and more…7300nis  

including housing committee!  

Meir 054-5617227 No Agent fee.


