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Kashering 
with Liquids

Hag’alah refers to the method of 
kashering which uses hot liquid 
to remove any flavors absorbed 

in utensils. Although it is clear that the 
common method to perform hag’alah is 
with water, early authorities debate wheth-
er other liquids (known as sh’ar mashkim) 
such as milk or oil, could also be used for 
kashering.

The Ramban, derived from the Gemara 
in Chulin (108:b), states that only water 
is effective for hag’alah. It would seem 
that the Ramban’s logic is based on the 
understanding that only water can fully 
remove all flavor from any type of utensil, 
while other liquids do not have the same 
ability. The Rashba, in his responsa (1:503), 
quotes an actual argument he had with 
the Ramban over this subject in which he 
proved the contrary. In his book Beit Yosef, 
Rav Yosef Caro (OC 452) quotes the dispute 
between the Ramban and Rashba. It would 
seem from certain places in the Shulchan 
Aruch that he allows hag’alah with sh’ar 
mashkim, although he prefers hag’alah 
with water as the ideal. (See Yabia Omer 
OC 8:43; Pri Chadash 452:5.) The Rema (OC 
452:5) is clearly stringent, though he rules 

that bediavad (ex post facto) one may be 
lenient. The Knesset HaGedolah (452:13) 
claims that even the Ramban himself was 
lenient, and merely felt that using water 
was the ideal for kashering. However, it 
is evident that this assertion is incorrect; 
the Ramban clearly maintained that other 
liquids cannot remove flavor as effectively 
as water. (See Biur HaGra 452:5; Sha’ar 
Hatziyun 452:29.) Practically speaking, 
there is consensus among poskim that 
kashering should ideally be done only 
with water (Sefer HaKashrut 3:19).

Based on the Rashba’s opinion and other 
factors, later authorities enumerate on 
unique circumstances under which one 
might be allowed to use other liquids for 
hag’alah. Rav Akiva Eiger (responsa 1:83) 
was lenient in a case of severe need to 
use milk to kasher a non-kosher utensil. 
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Rav Moshe Feinstein (Igrot Moshe YD 
2:41) ruled that when there is a case of 
doubt whether the utensil truly requires 
kashering, one may rely on the Rashba and 
kasher using other liquids. Under normal 
circumstances, if a utensil was kashered 
with a different liquid, it must be kashered 
again with water. This is the ruling of the 
Mishna Berura (452:26) (based on the Pri 
Megadim) who ruled that if a utensil was 
kashered before Pesach with a liquid 
other than water, the owner of the utensil 
must do whatever possible to kasher the 
utensil again. However, if this was only 
discovered during Pesach itself, the utensil 
may be used, since during Pesach there is 
no other option. 

The OU requires the use of water to kasher 
utensils. However, in cases of severe need 
and other unique situations, the OU may 
permit using other liquids (to be discussed 
separately).

When cleaning machinery in factories, 
caustic solution is quite often used in 
order to properly clean and sanitize the 
machinery for re-use. Caustic solution is 
made up of water and 1-2% caustic soda 
(sodium hydroxide). The Orchot Chaim 
(Chametz Umatza 92) writes explicitly that 
water mixed with ash is not considered 
water for hag’alah, but rather sh’ar 
mashkim. The OU requires that even if 
boiling hot caustic solution was used, 

another kashering must be done with pure 
water. It would seem that water mixed with 
other liquids is even less effective than 
another pure liquid such as milk or oil. 
This can be deduced from the Pri Chadash 
(ibid), who rules that sh’ar mashkim may 
be used for kashering, yet rules firmly that 
water mixed with ash is not effective at all. 
This seems to be a contradiction. Clearly, 
the Pri Chadash understood that pure 
liquids remove flavor, while water mixed 
with other liquids cannot successfully do 
so, rendering it even less effective.    

Kashering in boiling water, known as 
hag’alah, is derived from Biblical verses.

Early poskim debate whether sh’ar 
mashkim may be used for hag’alah. Later 
authorities agree that only water should 
be used for hag’alah. 

In unique cases, such as great need or a 
doubt if the utensil requires koshering, 
sh’ar mashkim may be used for kashering.

Water is considered sh’ar mashkim if it 
is mixed with ash or caustic soda. When 
hag’alah is performed in this fashion, the 
OU requires an additional hag’alah with 
pure water. 
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