
54     TORAH TIDBITS / MISHPATIM 5781

Techiyat 
Hameitim—
For Trees?  
Part 1
Question: We bought a lemon tree four 
years ago, but it dried up a year ago 
because we didn’t water it enough. We cut 
it down to 20-30 cm above the ground and 
left the stump. Recently we began watering 
it a lot and it seems to have sprung back 
to life. If it produces lemons again, do we 
need to restart the orlah count?

Answer: While techiyat hameitim is a 
fundamental principle of Jewish faith, 
there is no such concept for trees. If a tree 
dies completely, it cannot be revived. It 
is possible, however, that part of the tree 
died (due to pests, fungus, insufficient 
irrigation) and part of it remained alive. 
Often the upper section of the tree dies, 
while the bottom remains alive. At times 
the entire tree is dying, drying, and 
shriveling up, but has not completely died 
and it is still possible to revive it.

Iyov and Techiyat Hameitim 

Interestingly, Iyov provides an opposite 
analysis of revival from the dead for people 
and trees (14:7-10): “There is hope for a 
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tree; if it is cut down it will renew itself … 
If its stump dies in the ground, at the scent 
of water it will bud and produce branches 
like a sapling. But mortals languish and die 
… where is he?”

Even if a tree is cut down, it can still grow 
new shoots (see Eiruvin 100b). If an old 
tree loses its strength due to lack of water, 
when rain falls on it, it can renew itself 
by shoots that emerge from the root or 
watershoots that emerge from the trunk 
(see Da’at Mikra). 

Next week we will see what the Shulchan 
Aruch has to say on restarting the orlah 

count for trees that 
were chopped down 
and began to sprout 
again. 

Tree in Ramat 
Hanadiv.  
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