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I try very hard to not only study with my mind, but to experience the Torah
with my heart. Many times when I say a shiur, when I succeed in disentangling a
sugya...I would like to take the Gemara in my embrace, hug it and kiss it. But the
kiss is actually not addressed to the Gemara; the Gemara is just paper and print.
The kiss is addressed to the Borei Olam, the Creator.
Rabbi Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik zt”l (‘Blessing and Thanksgiving’, p.98)
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director,
OU Israel
When we think of Parshat
Mishpatim we think of laws. Those versed
in Gemara may view this Parsha as the
laws of Masechet Baba Kama coming
to life. Yet, if you translate the word
Mishpatim to modern day Hebrew, the
simple translation is “sentences.”
I have been thinking about how this relates
to our upcoming elections. So much of
what can make or break a politician or
political party are the sentences that come
out of their mouths or that are written
on their social media accounts. The way
someone speaks says volumes about
their relationship to the laws and their
relationships with others.
In this election we have many parties
running for Knesset, and it is beautiful that
so many people want to take the difficult
yoke of leadership upon themselves. It is
also beautiful to recognize that in their
heart of hearts each of them is passionate
about the Jewish people and wants to help
shape the State of Israel. Yet, with so many
people and so much passion, we need to

Save a Life - Gain yours

1 of 78,462

EFRAT

www.efrat.org.il 02-5454500
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be vigilant to keep the elections on the up
and up.
After four elections and endless
demonstrations, these elections could lead
to animosity or hard feelings between
Jews of different views. In the upcoming
weeks we will hear a lot about the various
parties’ platforms. While a difference of
opinion is fine, and even praiseworthy, we
need to share our opinions in a respectful
manner. As we embark upon this round of
elections I challenge all of us to demand of
ourselves and the politicians to provide an
election which uses positive language and
sentiments. Whether you are hosting or
attending a parlor meeting, writing a letter
to the editor of a newspaper, or sharing
your thoughts on social media, let’s all
focus what is good about the candidates
we support as opposed to the negative
aspects of their opponents.
As I have written about previously, the
OU is apolitical. But, we do encourage
everyone to exercise their democratic right
and go out to vote. Most people simply say
OU when referring to our organization, yet
the full name Orthodox Union is derived
from the value of unity. At the heart of
all of our programs around the world is
Jewish unity, and this election provides
us – the English-speaking population in
Israel – with the opportunity to spread this
message. It is important for our voices to
be heard and for us to share the needs of

our community with the politicians, but
we need to set an example with the tone of
voice and sentences we choose to use.
One of the beautiful aspects of election season is the ability to bring the unique needs
of the Anglo community to the forefront.
A tool that political parties use is having
representatives from the different Olim
communities on their ballots, and we are
included in the mix. Each of us have different wishes and needs. Some feel that
the government needs to provide additional help for lone soldiers, others feel
that the teens and youth should be at the
forefront, and others feel we need more
English adult programming in communities throughout Israel. Anglos who had to
wait a long time for their academic or vocational degrees to be recognized in Israel
will want to share the need for the process
to be much faster, while Anglos dealing
with medical challenges will want more
English services within the Kupot Cholim.
Let’s take advantage of this election to advocate for our needs while focusing on the
positives of the political process, but let’s
also take advantage of this election to hold
our politicians to a high level.
A leader must set a personal example. This
can be seen with the Eved Ivri (Hebrew
slave). Someone who steals needs to be taken in by a positive role model. He becomes
the slave for someone who is tasked with
the responsibility of teaching him how to
behave properly. When the Eved Ivri stole
he acted in a way that demonstrated he did
not care about his fellow Jew, and the goal
of his servitude is for him to internalize
acting in a way that is befitting of an Eved

youth unburden themselves. They were
seeing the potential in these kids and
watering them with acceptance and love
because they know that they will be the
future blossoming leaders of the Jewish
people.

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel

Save a Life - Gain yours

1 of 78,424

EFRAT

www.efrat.org.il 02-5454500

Hashem (servant of G-D).
While Mishpatim provides us with the
laws for our lives, it also provides us with
a reminder that our speech and positive
attitude are integral components in our
lives. I pray that this reminder leads us
and those running for positions of political
power to hold elections which integrate
both aspects of Mishpatim.

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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KI
TEITZEI
MISHPATIM
ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY
Rabbi Reuven
Tradburks
Director of RCA
Israel Region
We begin a new era in the Torah: the
Mitzvah era. In the first 86 verses of the
Parsha, there are 51 mitzvot. The bulk
of the parsha is civil law mitzvot. The
end of the parsha resumes the narrative,
describing the impending entry into
the land of Israel. Moshe ascends the
mountain to receive the tablets.
To give some structure to these 51 mitzvot,
I have introduced each section with a
heading in bold, indicating the topic of the
laws that follow.
1st aliya (21:1-19) And these are
the laws you are to instruct them
in. The laws of slaves: a Jewish
slave goes free after working 6 years. If he

OU Israel extends our deepest wishes
of nechama to our chaver and teacher

Rabbi Ian Pear
and the entire Pear family
upon the passing of his brother

Jonathan Pear

Yehuda Aaron ben Moshe z"l
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך אבלי ציון וירושלים
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chooses, he may extend his slavery
permanently. The owner or his son may
marry a female slave. If they choose not to,
she goes free upon puberty. Physical
assault resulting in death is punishable
by death; as is assaulting a parent,
kidnapping, cursing a parent. For bodily
assault not resulting in death, payment is
made for damage, unemployment and
medical costs.
Last week’s Parsha ended with the
pinnacle experience of the revelation at
Sinai – and the people’s fear in hearing
G-d’s voice. What a contrast, to follow that
immediately with laws about slavery. And
assault. Rashi points out that the first word
of the parsha has a “vav”, “and these are
the laws”. Even though to us this is a new
parsha, in the Torah it is the continuation
of the narrative of Mt. Sinai. We have to
ask the obvious question; in what way
are all these civil laws connected to the
narrative?
The length sojourn in Egypt had numerous
purposes: 1) to allow all the Jewish people
to experience G-d’s Hand in history, 2)
too allow the entire Jewish people to
experience revelation at Sinai and 3) to
teach the Jewish people what kind of a
society they don’t want to emulate. We are
journeying to a new life, a Jewish society
in the land of Israel. We aren’t just leaving
Egypt; we have a destination. But, that
society we are going to build – don’t make
it like the one in Egypt. Leave Egyptian
society behind. Our Jewish society is to be
nothing like that society: we are building an
anti Egypt society. Leave behind its abuse
of slaves, its flippant disregard for human
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to death. If one oppresses the stranger,
widow or orphan and they call to Me, your
wives will be widows, children orphans.
Returning to the theme of rejecting the
norms of Egypt the superpower; power
does not grant privilege. There are people
with power. And people without. The
foreigner, the widow and the orphan
have no power – they are alone, with no
one to champion their cause. Do not prey
on their lack of power. I, says G-d, am the
Champion of those who have no power.
They may have no person to turn to, to
help them. But, they always have Me. You,
with power, who take advantage of those
without; you will have Me to reckon with.
4th aliya (22:26–23:5) Good
citizens: do not curse judges or
rulers, do not delay obligations,
nor ally with tricksters to pervert justice,
nor follow a bad crowd in disputes.
Helpful neighbors: return a stray animal,
help unburden a buckled animal even of
your enemy.
The power imbalance of Egypt that bred
resentment of those in power is not for
us. We are them – respect those in power,
for they serve us. Our society is to be
cooperative for the good of us all. And

May the learning in this issue
be dedicated in loving memory and
 לעילוי נשמתour dear husband,
father, and grandfather,

צבי מאיר בן משה יהונתן ז"ל
On his second yartzeit
א' אדר

The Grunstein, Slelatt and Henryson Families
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bettering the lives of others is not the sole
responsibility of government: we all can
make the lives of others better – initiate
the return of lost items, unburdening the
burdens of others.
5th aliya (23:6-19) Justice: do not
pervert justice – of the poor and
weak, through lies, through
bribes and of the foreigner, for you were
foreigners in Egypt. Man’s limits in G-d’s
world: work the land 6 years, leave it for
the poor in the 7th. Work 6 days, allow rest
to your workers on the 7th. Observe the 3
pilgrimage festivals: Pesach, Shavuot,
Sukkot. Do not appear empty handed.
This detailed listing of what we would call
civil law concludes with Shmita, Shabbat
and the holidays. The root of a Jewish
society is the healthy realization of the
limits of man and our partnership with
G-d. We work; but the land is His. We
employ workers; but we are all servants
to Him. Our agriculture is punctuated by
holidays; so as to temper our pursuit of
wealth for wealth’s sake with an infusion
of standing before Him.
6th aliya (23:20-25) Journey to
the Land: I am sending My angel
to guide you to the land of Israel.
Loyalty to what I say will ensure your successful settling of the land. Don’t worship
idols there; rather serve G-d and you will
enjoy blessing and health in the land.
The listing of the mitzvot concludes and
the narrative picks back up. We are on
our way to the land of Israel. Why was the
narrative interrupted with the 51 mitzvot?
Placing ourselves in the shoes of the people:

we know the story of the 40 years in the
desert. But they don’t. Moshe was told by
G-d that He was going to take the people
out of Egypt, bring them to Mt. Sinai. And
bring them to the land of Israel. So far
they are out of Egypt, been at Sinai; now,
ready to trek on to the land of Israel. In the
minds of the people, the list of the mitzvot
that constitute a just and kind society
makes perfect sense. Because in just a few
months they’ll be setting up a new Jewish
society in the land of Israel. After hearing
those mitzvoth, they now know in what
way it will be a Jewish society – according
to these kind and just laws.
7th aliya (23:26-24:18) Your
opponents in the land will cower.
I will cause them to leave slowly
over time so the land be not desolate when
you arrive. Do not make a pact with the
people in the land; they may not dwell with
you lest you end up serving their gods.
Moshe ascended the mountain, wrote the
words of G-d. He built an altar at the foot of
the mountain; offerings were brought. He
read the words of the covenant; the people
responded that they will fulfill it all. Blood
was sprinkled as a covenant. Moshe
ascended with Aharon, Nadav and Avihu
and the 70 elders; they perceived sapphire,
the purity of the heavens. G-d called Moshe
up the mountain to give him the luchot, the
Torah and the Mitzvot. The cloud of G-d
was on the mountain, the vision of G-d like
a consuming fire. Moshe was there 40 days
and 40 nights.
The last aliya of a parsha gets scant
attention. But this last paragraph?
Sapphire, vision of purity of the heaven,
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a cloud and fire on the mountain. While
we often focus on the content of the 10
commandments at Sinai, much more
attention is given in the Torah to the
drama of the experience; both in Yitro
last week and in this description. While
we have a couple of weeks before the
Golden Calf, putting ourselves in the
shoes of those standing at the foot of the
mountain – this is scary. The people must
have felt unsure, frightened, unworthy,
overwhelmed, confused. They want a
close and benevolent G-d, but they may
very well be having second thoughts on
seeing the power and implications of what
a close G-d means.

TORAH #2
ROSH CHODESH READING
(BAMIDBAR 28: 9-15)
TORAH #3
PARSHAT SHEKALIM
(SHMOT 30:11-16)

Chodesh Nissan. The tax season began
a month early to allow it to be collected
in time for Rosh Chodesh Nissan. All
communal offerings, including the daily
offerings and those for Shabbat and Yom
Tov, had to be brought from these funds.
Which meant that all, rich and poor, had
an equal contribution to the communal
offerings. Our reading of this is to create
a sense for us too, that each person has an
equal contribution to the Jewish people.
Although, each of us contributes to the
world in our own way, it is equal in value,
in that no one else can contribute what I
contribute.

STATS
18th of 54 sedras; 6th of 11 in Sh'mot
Written on 185 lines in a Torah (31st)
33 parshiyot; 6 open and 27 closed
118 p'sukim - ranks 22 (5th in Sh’mot)
1462 words - ranks 31 (7th in Sh’mot)
5313 letters - ranks 37 (8th in Sh’mot)
Mishpatim’s p'sukim are among the shortest in the Torah.

MITZVOT

The Shabbat before Rosh Chodesh Adar,
or this year on Rosh Chodesh Adar, we
read Shekalim. Each person is to bring a
half shekel. This half shekel, in the time of
the Temple, was used for the communal
offerings and was brought before Rosh

MISHPATIM has 53 mitzvot; 23 positive and 30
prohibitions.
Only 3 sedras have more mitzvot - Ki Teitzei (74),
Emor (63), and R'ei (55)

In memory of our beloved Husband,
Father, Grandfather and
Great-grandfather

The reading of the special portion for
Shabbat Shekalim discusses the annual
obligation for every Jew to give a half
shekel to the Beit Hamikdash. In this
vein the theme of the haftorah discusses
the implementation of King Yehoash to
earmark this collection of communal
funds for the purpose of upkeeping the

Hazzan Benjamin Stein z"l

בנימין בן יעקב ופייגה ז"ל
on his 6th Yahrzeit
4 Adar
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first Beit Hamikdash.
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The haftorah begins with the new King
taking the initiative to renew the covenant
of the people of Israel with the Almighty.
A critical step toward accomplishing this
goal was the obliteration of the altars and
statutes that were used for idol worship.
Officers were also appointed to oversee
the Beit Hamikdash.
King Yehoash gave instructions to the
kohanim regarding all the funds that were
donated by the nation of Israel. However,
when the king took note that the kohanim
had neglected to properly maintain the
Beit Hamikdash, he ordered that the
funds be placed in special containers near
the Mizbeach and they were then given
directly to the craftsmen and workers who
maintained the Beit Hamikdash.

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
THE PERSON BY
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus
IN THE PARSHA

Deeds Done
in Doubt

M

y wife and I moved to the
Jewish community of Baltimore
almost fifty years ago. The fond
memories we have of the time we spent
there begin with our first Shabbat in
town. It was then that I met two special
gentlemen.
Like any newcomer to a new neighborhood,
I sampled several of the nearby synagogues
that Shabbat. I entered one of them late
in the afternoon, just before the modest
“third meal,” seudah shlishit. Two older
men, at least twice my own age, motioned
to me that there was a vacant seat across
the table from them. I sat down and they
welcomed me very warmly.
We exchanged introductions, and I learned
that they were both Litvaks, Jews from
Lithuania, who had had the good fortune
to flee Eastern Europe in time. As devout
Jews, they saw their good fortune as divine
providence.
They invited me to return the following
week. They had discovered that I listened to
the conversation, not out of mere courtesy,
but as someone sincerely interested in
their story.
14
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After that first Shabbat, I spent quite a few
“third meals” in their company. I now wish
that I had somehow kept a written record
of all of those precious conversations.
After they both passed on, I forced myself
to record from memory at least some of the
tales they had told. I occasionally peruse
those notes with nostalgia, and with a tear
or two.
I remember the anecdotes they told me
about their encounters with the great
early twentieth century sage, Rabbi Yisrael
Mayer Kagan, of blessed memory. Many
today are not familiar with that name. That
is because they know him as the author of
his famous book, Chafetz Chaim. He is so
identified with that masterpiece that he is
referred to as “the Chafetz Chaim,” as if he
was his book!
My two senior citizen friends adamantly
insisted that that particular book was
not his most important work. That book

Condolences to
Sam Zimmerman and family
on the passing of his father

Morris Zimmerman

משה בן מנחם מנדל ורבקה ז"ל
A pioneer member of the Teaneck
community, and a builder and
supporter of many institutions in
America and here in Israel

המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך אבלי ציון וירושלים

focuses on what its author saw as the
dominant sin of his generation, namely
malicious gossip, lashon hara. Personally,
I have always felt that he was absolutely
right. In fact, I think that with the advent
of electronic communication, the problem
of malicious gossip has been magnified
and exacerbated far beyond what Rabbi
Yisrael Mayer Kagan could have imagined
almost a century ago.
But my newfound friends disagreed with
me. They made me aware of another work
by the author of Chafetz Chaim. Their
candidate for their mentor’s masterpiece
is entitled Ahavat Chesed, “Loving
Kindness.” Had they had their way, Rabbi
Kagan would not be known as “the Chafetz
Chaim,” but rather as “the Ahavat Chesed,”
the “Lover of Kindness.”
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What, you ask, is the subject of this second
book, the one preferred by my two elderly
tablemates?
The book is about the acts that one is
commanded to perform in order to assist
others who are in need. Charity, for
example, is one such deed, and the laws of
charity comprise a major section of Ahavat
Chesed. Hospitality is another such deed,
as is giving others helpful advice. But a
major portion of the work is dedicated to
a mitzvah which is less well known, but
which is promulgated in this week’s Torah
portion, Parshat Mishpatim (Exodus 21:124:18). The following are the verses to
which I refer:
“If you lend money to My people, to the
poor among you, do not act toward them
as a creditor; exact no interest from them.

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il
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If you take your neighbor’s garment in
pledge, you must return it to him before
the sun sets; it is his only clothing, the sole
covering for his skin. In what else shall
he sleep? Therefore, if he cries out to Me,
I will pay heed, for I am compassionate.”
(Exodus 22:24-26).
This beautiful passage portrays an act of
compassion. The image of a totally destitute
person who has but one change of clothing
is heartrending. The sensitivity to his sleeplessness is exquisite. We can ourselves hear
his cries in the night to the Lord.
But there is one word that the earliest
commentators find absolutely puzzling. It
is the first word in the passage, “If.” If? If
you lend money to my people? Shouldn’t
it read, “I command you to lend money to
My people,” or, “You must lend money to
My people.”?
It is this question that leads Rashi to cite
Rabbi Ishmael’s teaching in the Talmudic
tractate Bava Metzia: “Every ‘if’ in the
Torah expresses an act which is optional,
except for three instances in which ‘if’
expresses an act which is mandatory—
compulsory—and this is one of the three.”
This “if” is to be translated as “you must.”
But the question remains. Why use the
word “if” at all? Why does Torah not
simply tell us that we must lend money to
those who need it? Why the “if”?
For one answer to this question, I draw
upon the teaching of Rabbi Yechezkel of
Kuzmir, a nineteenth century Hasidic
master. He, in turn, asks a question upon
the following Talmudic text:
16
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“Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair was on a mission
to try to redeem several Jews who were
held captive. His route was blocked by the
river Ginai. He said to the river, ‘Split your
waters so that I might pass through!’ The
river refused, saying, ‘You are on your way
to do the will of your Maker, and I am on
my way to do the will of my Maker. You
might succeed, but you might not succeed!
But I will certainly succeed! I simply need
to continue to flow.’”
The river seems perfectly justified. All he
has to do is follow nature’s course and flow
downstream as his Maker created him to
do. But Rabbi Pinchas, for all of his good
intentions, could not be certain of success.
Indeed, the odds are that he would fail.
Why should the river yield?
But Rabbi Pinchas simply ignored the
river’s reasonable argument. Instead, he
harshly threatened the river, saying, “If you
don’t split for me, I will decree that not a
drop of water shall ever again flow down
your riverbed for all eternity!” The question remains: what right did the rabbi have
to ignore the river’s convincing argument?
Rabbi Yechezkel of Kuzmir answers: “The
river’s assumption is that a deed that is
certain to be successful is more desirable to
the Almighty than is a deed whose ultimate
success is in doubt. But the spiritual insight

Mazal Tov to

Mordechai Moshe Kohen

on his Bar Mitzva
Shabbat Parshat Mishpatim
from your family

of Rabbi Pinchas taught him otherwise.
The Almighty cherishes the person who
undertakes a mission which is risky and
whose outcome is uncertain much more
than the person who undertakes a mission
which he knows will be blessed with
success.
This, I would suggest, is why lending
money to someone in need is, at least in
one way, more desirable to the Almighty
than simply giving a handout to the poor.
When one gives food, for example, to a
hungry person, he knows immediately
that he has done a good deed. There is no
element of doubt.
However, when one lends money to
another, one never knows. Will the
borrower postpone repayment? Will
he default? Will the lender ever see his
money back? Doing this kind of mitzvah
comes with second thoughts and regrets.
It is a mitzvah done in the throes of doubt
and uncertainty.
The lesson taught by Rabbi Pinchas
teaches the lender that the mitzvah he did
with so much doubt and uncertainty is all
the more cherished by the Almighty.
There are many mitzvah missions that we
all undertake at great risks and with no
guarantee that we will be successful in our
efforts. Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair teaches us
to deliberately pursue such mitzvot.
Hence, the passage in this week’s Torah
portion begins with the big “if.” Moral
actions are often “iffy.” But that’s all the
more reason to engage in them. The risks
are real, but the rewards are eternal.
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on the Weekly Parsha from
COVENANT & Thoughts
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L
CONVERSATION

Former Chief Rabbi of the
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה
Dedicated by Dr. Robert
Sreter DDS., M.S.

Vision and
Details

O

ur parsha takes us through a
bewildering transition. Up until
now, the book of Shemot has
carried us along with the sweep and
drama of the narrative: the Israelites’
enslavement, their hope for freedom, the
plagues, Pharaoh’s obstinacy, their escape
into the desert, the crossing of the Red Sea,
the journey to Mount Sinai and the great
covenant with God.
Suddenly, we now find ourselves faced with
a different kind of literature altogether: a
law code covering a bewildering variety of
topics, from responsibility for damages to
protection of property, to laws of justice,
to Shabbat and the festivals. Why here?
Why not continue the story, leading up to
the next great drama, the sin of the Golden
18
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Calf? Why interrupt the flow? And what
does this have to do with leadership?
The answer is this: great leaders, be they
CEOs or simply parents, have the ability to
connect a large vision with highly specific
details. Without the vision, the details are
merely tiresome. There is a well-known
story of three workers who are employed
cutting blocks of stone. When asked what
they are doing, one says, “Cutting stone,”
the second says, “Earning a living,” the
third says, “Building a palace.” Those who
have the larger picture take more pride in
their labour, and work harder and better.
Great leaders communicate a vision.
But they are also meticulous, even
perfectionists, when it comes to the

Mazal Tov to

Dr Yitzchak & Yael Applebaum
on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter

Naava Tiferet

Mazal Tov to the proud Grandparents

Debra Applebaum
Ziva & David Katz
And to the Great Grandparents
Rabbi Shubert & Iris Spero

details. Thomas Edison famously said,
“Genius is one percent inspiration, ninetynine percent perspiration.” It is attention
to detail that separates the great artists,
poets, composers, filmmakers, politicians
and heads of corporations from the merely
average. Anyone who has read Walter
Isaacson’s biography of the late Steve Jobs
knows that he had an attention to detail
bordering on the obsessive. He insisted,
for example, that all Apple stores should
have glass staircases. When he was told
that there was no glass strong enough, he
insisted that it be invented, which is what
happened (he held the patent).
The genius of the Torah was to apply
this principle to society as a whole.
The Israelites had come through a
transformative series of events. Moses
knew there had been nothing like it before.
He also knew, from God, that none of it was
accidental or incidental. The Israelites had
experienced slavery to make them cherish
freedom. They had suffered, so that they
would know what it feels like to be on the
wrong side of tyrannical power. At Mount
Sinai, God, through Moses, had given
them a mission statement: to become “a
Kingdom of Priests and a holy nation,”
under the sovereignty of God alone. They
were to create a society built on principles
of justice, human dignity and respect for
life.
But neither historical events nor abstract
ideals – not even the broad principles of
the Ten Commandments – are sufficient
to sustain a society in the long run. Hence
the remarkable project of the Torah:
to translate historical experience into
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detailed legislation, so that the Israelites
would live what they had learned on
a daily basis, weaving it into the very
texture of their social life. In the parsha
of Mishpatim, vision becomes detail, and
narrative becomes law.
So, for example: “If you buy a Hebrew servant, he is to serve you for six years. But in
the seventh year, he shall go free, without
paying anything” (Ex. 21:2-3). At a stroke,
in this law, slavery is transformed from a
condition of birth to a temporary circumstance – from who you are to what, for the
time being, you do. Slavery, the bitter experience of the Israelites in Egypt, could not
be abolished overnight. It was not abolished even in the United States until the
1860s, and even then, not without a devastating civil war. But this opening law of
our parsha is the start of that long journey.
Likewise the law that “Anyone who beats
their male or female slave with a rod must
be punished if the slave dies as a direct
result.” (Ex. 21:20) A slave is not mere
property. They each have a right to life.
Similarly the law of Shabbat that states:
“Six days do your work, but on the seventh
day do not work, so that your ox and your
donkey may rest, and so that the slave born
in your household and the foreigner living
among you may be refreshed.” (Ex. 23:12)
One day in seven slaves were to breathe
the air of freedom. All three laws prepared

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography
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the way for the abolition of slavery, even
though it would take more than three
thousand years.
There are two laws that have to do with
the Israelites’ experience of being an
oppressed minority: “Do not mistreat or
oppress a stranger, for you were strangers
in Egypt.” (Ex. 22:21) and “Do not oppress
a stranger; you yourselves know how it
feels to be foreigners, because you were
foreigners in Egypt. (Ex. 23:9)
And there are laws that evoke other aspects
of the people’s experience in Egypt, such
as, “Do not take advantage of the widow or
the fatherless. If you do and they cry out
to me, I will certainly hear their cry” (Ex.
22:21-22). This recalls the episode at the
beginning of the Exodus, “The Israelites
groaned in their slavery and cried out, and
their cry for help because of their slavery
went up to God. God heard their groaning,
and He remembered His covenant with
Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob. So
God looked opun the Israelites and was
concerned about them.” (Ex. 2:23-25)
In a famous article written in the 1980s,
Yale law professor Robert Cover wrote
about “Nomos and Narrative.”1 By this he
meant that beneath the laws of any given
society is a nomos, that is, a vision of an
ideal social order that the law is intended
to create. And behind every nomos is a
1 Robert Cover, “Nomos and Narrative,”
Foreword to the Supreme Court 1982
Term, Yale Faculty Scholarship Series,
Paper 2705, 1983. The paper can be found
at http://digitalcommons.law.yale.edu/fss_
papers/2705.
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narrative, that is, a story about why the
shapers and visionaries of that society or
group came to have that specific vision of
the ideal order they sought to build.
Cover’s examples are largely taken from
the Torah, and the truth is that his analysis
sounds less like a description of law as
such than a description of that unique
phenomenon we know as Torah. The word
“Torah” is untranslatable because it means
several different things that only appear
together in the book that bears that name.
Torah means “law.” But it also means
“teaching, instruction, guidance,” or more
generally, “direction.” It is also the generic
name for the five books, from Genesis
to Deuteronomy, that comprise both
narrative and law.
In general, law and narrative are two
distinct literary genres that have very
little overlap. Most books of law do not
contain narratives, and most narratives do
not contain law. Besides which, as Cover
himself notes, even if people in Britain or
America today know the history behind a
given law, there is no canonical text that
brings the two together. In any case in most

Bilu st. 2 - 110m, duplex, 8 stairs to get into building,
elevator to 1st floor, 3 bedrooms & 2 bathrooms on
bottom floor, kitchen, living room, dining room, library
and guest toilet on main floor, 20m Sukka terrace, Asking
price 4.9 M Shekels
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor,
Arab house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard
of renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan,
asking 2,550,000 dollars
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societies there are many different ways of
telling the story. Besides which, most laws
are enacted without a statement of why
they came to be, what they were intended
to achieve, and what historical experience
led to their enactment.
So the Torah is a unique combination of
nomos and narrative, history and law, the
formative experiences of a nation and the
way that nation sought to live its collective
life so as never to forget the lessons it
learned along the way. It brings together
vision and detail in a way that has never
been surpassed.
That is how we must lead if we want
people to come with us, giving of their
best. There must be a vision to inspire us,
telling us why we should do what we are
asked to do. There must be a narrative: this
is what happened, this is who we are and
this is why the vision is so important to us.
Then there must be the law, the code, the
fastidious attention to detail, that allow us
to translate vision into reality and turn the
pain of the past into the blessings of the
future. That extraordinary combination,
to be found in almost no other law code, is
what gives Torah its enduring power. It is
a model for all who seek to lead people to
greatness.
Covenant and Conversation 5781 is kindly
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable
Foundation in memory of Maurice and
Vivienne Wohl z”l.
These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks
zt"l are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read
more on www.rabbisacks.org.
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RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
PROBING BY
Faculty, OU Israel Center
THE PROPHETS
l

T

he special haftarah selection that
is read for Shabbat Shekalim tells
the story of King Yehoash. Over
these years, I have shared with you the
background of the story found in this
haftarah, i.e., the story of the earlier years
of the King. We discussed his ascension
to the throne at the age of seven and how
he managed to survive his grandmother’s
attempt to wipe out the entire royal family.
We also mentioned how his rescuers,
his uncle, the Kohen Gadol, Yehoyada,
and his aunt, Yehosheva, hid him the Bet
Mikdash itself while they brought him
up for his first seven years. This story of
King Yehoash helps us better understand
the political and religious reality that was
to be found in the Judean Kingdom at that
time and makes for a fascinating saga with
moral lessons for us all. But all of that is but
a background to the story told in the 11th
and 12th prakim of M’lachim B, the story of
the King’s campaign to raise the funds for
the repair of the Bet HaMikdash. The story
of donating shekels and the reason it was
selected as the haftarah for this Shabbat.
The reason why the mitzvah of “Machatzit
HaShekel” is connected specifically to
this Shabbat of the year, is, as the Mishna
explains, that the collection of the one half
shekel was observed in the month of Adar,
hence, the Shabbat before (or of) Rosh
Chodesh Adar was designated as Shabbat
24
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Shekalim. This, the first of the four special
maftir readings that precede Pesach, was
established because the funds that were
raised during this time were used for the
communal offerings in the Bet Mikdash as
well as for the repair of the roads leading
to Yerushalayim, thus aiding the pilgrims
in their travel to the Holy Temple for
upcoming chag of Pesach.
I would suggest, however, that this theme
of “Shekel” also teaches us a lesson about
Purim that we hope to be celebrating in a
few weeks. Purim is the time of “V’nahafoch
Hu”, a celebration of a “topsy-turvy” story
in which what should have occurred and
what WAS expected to happen – DID NOT
and what was NOT expected and should
NOT have occurred -DID! The unexpected
happened and saved the Jews.
It is a story of change – unexpected change.
Vashti WAS the Queen – but that unexpectedly changed. Esther WAS a young orphan
– but unexpectedly became the Queen.
King Achashverosh decreed that the Jews
be attacked – but surprisingly became
their protector. Mordechai mourned and
publicly dressed in sackcloth - but later
was publicly marched through the streets
in royal garments. And, of course, Haman
was raised to the highest post by the King’s
decree – but ended his life hanging from
the highest post by the King’s decree.

Change, change, change. But I would
suggest that it was more than change; it was
“repair”. And that is what the Machatzit
HaShekel was for as well. Consider: the
mitzvah was given to the Jews in the desert
to repair their relationship with G-d after
they sinned with the Egel HaZahav, the
Golden Calf. Similarly, the shekels raised by
Yehoash were used to repair the Holy Bet
Mikdash which had fallen into disrepair
after over 100 years, and the Shekel did the
same in Shushan. The decree that was to
doom the Jewish community of Persia was
signed after the promise of 10,000 shekels
to be added to the king’s coffers. And those
ten-thousand shekels did not only seal the
King’s deal with Haman but also created
a unity within the Jewish community that
had been divided. There was a change!
There was a repair! In the beginning of
the story, the Jews were described as
being “mefuzar um’forad”, scattered and
separated, but after the shekels were
promised and the decree was passed, the
Jews banded together, fasted with Esther
and, eventually, joined together, “nikhalu”,
to defend themselves,. You see, the Shekel
again led to repair, repair of a divided
community who learned that they indeed
are one nation and share the same fate.

600+
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plasticware & more
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058.462.7769
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Perhaps that is why it is said that G-d
commanded each Jew to donate one-half
of a shekel because, only by joining with
another Jew, is one complete.
He is repaired.

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

Na’aseh
V’nishma

I

n this week’s parsha we find the
famous words attributed to Am Yisrael
of “na’aseh v’nishma” (we shall do
and we shall hear). We are applauded
for having had faith and accepting God’s
commands even before hearing them.
Yet, modern man may question such a
response. It seems like we blindly accepted
our religion. An intellectual would first
seek to comprehend before he commits
himself to practice.
It is clear that Judaism welcomes and
encourages the in-depth study of Torah and
the pursuit of wisdom. We spend our days
trying to grasp every single halacha. The
Talmud is full of questions and discourse
in order to derive a true understanding of
every aspect of the Torah.
If so, then how do we justify this seemingly
cursory response of na’aseh v’nishma
which is at the foundation of our religion?
Rabbi Lamm in his book Derashot Ledorot,
offers three explanations.
First, na’aseh v’nishma is the natural way
to live Judaism. The word Halacha means
“the way”. This is the way of our life. And
life is lived before it is comprehended.
26
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For example, before making Aliyah, one
can hire a tutor and try to teach their
child the rules of the Hebrew language,
its grammar and syntax. Yet, it is not until
they are thrown into a classroom where
only Hebrew is spoken that they begin to
imitate, practice and master the language.
Similarly, just by studying Judaism one
would not truly appreciate the experience
of a Shabbos or Seder. It is the practice
of these laws and customs that turn on
ba’ale teshuva more than the study of its
philosophy and its commandments.
Second, when you love someone you
perform acts on their behalf even if you
do not fully comprehend the reason for
their request. Love is the willingness to
do what the beloved asks of us, simply
because he or she has requested it. That is
sufficient. In Judaism, one of the greatest
ideals is the love between God and man.
To fulfill His commandments, then to seek
to understand them.
In the Sifre (Vzot Haberacha), there a
midrash that describes how Hashem
offered all the other nations the Torah,
and their reflexive reaction was, “What
is written in it? Is it good for us? Is it
something we will be able to observe? Let
us hear it and then we’ll decide. Hashem
told them some of the prohibitions, like
“do not steal,” “do not commit adultery,”

and “do not murder.” Why did Hashem
choose not to tell them about some of the
positive mitzvos that would have been
more attractive, like “love your neighbor”
and “honor your parents”? Perhaps, once
the nations had the nerve to even ask
what was in the Torah, Hashem responded
in a way that would cause them to reject
the offer. If they truly “loved” God, they
should have accepted his offer, without
any inquiry.
Third, na’aseh v’nishma entails the act
of discipline and self-restraint, without
which religion has no spiritual and
existential grounding. There is an idea of
commitment and that I am not in charge.
I have to shape my life to adhere to what
He wants. Each of us has many excuses for
not davening with a minyan or attending a
shiur. We have so many things clamoring
for our attention. Our work, social media,
telephones, computers etc. We ought to put
aside all rationalizations and distractions
and say firmly, once and for all, “na’aseh
v’nishma!

For Sale
Talbieh- 4-5 room apts. good exposures.
Shabbat elevator, machsan and parking.

Katamon - 5 room garden apt., 130m,
renovated, parking, close to shtiblech.
Rechavia - 5 rooms, 2.5 baths, renovated,
light, bright, close to shopping and
transportation.

For rent

Baka - 5 room penthouse with terraces,
Shabbat elevator, parking, immediate entry.
12,200nis
Talbieh - Pinsker building, long term
rental, Shabbat elevator, parking, shul in
building.
FOR SALE ‰¯ÈÎÓÏ
¯Ï˘ ÈÙÈ˘ ÍÂÂÈ˙
052-2639702
| www.shneller.co.il
SHIFFY
SHNELLER
Shiffy@shneller
REAL ESTATE co.il

∞µ≤≠≤∂≥π∑∞≤

The code of our conduct, based on na’aseh
v’nishma is attributed to the angels.
As we recite in our morning tefillah –
“kulam ahuvim” (element of love); “kulam
berurim” (natural and straightforward);
“Kulam giborim” (disciplined; – as in Avos
4:1– who is mighty, he who restrains his
instincts).
Despite its challenges to man’s intellectual
pretension and its strangeness in the
modern autonomous culture, na’aseh
v’nishma is a necessary precursor to
becoming a true oved Hashem.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Covenant
Cemented

T

he great moment of the Jews proclaiming “na’aseh v’nishma” was accompanied by a ceremony referred
to as “kritat brit”. Moshe Rabbeinu offered
sacrifices, he then sprinkled half the blood
on the mizbeach and half on the people.
Chazal note that the division of the blood
had to be so precise that an angel came
down to help Moshe Rabbeinu to split the
blood exactly in half. What is the significance of this event and what can we learn
from the angel’s assistance to Moshe?
The Siftei Re’em sees this ceremony as
a paradigm of a Jew’s dedication to the
service of Hashem. Dividing the blood
symbolizes the need for a person to allocate
his day and time evenly between service of
Hashem and his own personal needs. How
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can a person be sure that he is measuring
his time equally? One needs Divine help,
symbolized by the angel’s support. When
a person desires to live spiritually, Hashem
assists him in his quest. It is this desire that
affirms our loyalty to this covenant.

A Jew’s actions not only
influence this world but the
higher worlds as well
The Oszherover Rebbe in Be’er Moshe
understands this ceremony as an initiation
of the Jewish people into their exalted
mission. Splitting the blood symbolizes
a core element of creation, the dynamic
of giving and taking reflected in Adam’s
original form of male and female. At the
occasion of Matan Torah and kritat brit,
Klal Yisrael entered a higher dimension
becoming the givers and takers that would
affect all of creation. A Jew’s actions not

only influence this world but the higher
worlds as well. The angel’s involvement
in this process symbolizes this uplifted
reality. Infused with this elevated mission,
Am Yisrael were then worthy of saying
“na’aseh vnishma”, reaching further
angelic heights.
Following the midrash, the Shem MiShmuel
learns that the blood Moshe sprinkled on
the people was sprinkled on the altar as
well. This illustrated the loyalty of Hashem
towards His people and the people’s loyalty
towards Hashem. To cement the covenant
and strengthen their commitment, both
parts of the blood were directed to the mizbeach creating a double link with Hashem.
The deep symbolism displayed with blood
here is reminiscent of the blood of brit
milah. Both these experiences characterize
a Jew’s willingness to be moser nefesh
for the will of Hashem, notes the Bechor
Shor. A Jew must be ready at a moment’s
notice to shed his blood for kiddush shem
Shamayim. Moreover, blood represents
our life force. Sprinkling both parts of
blood on the mizbeach reminds us to live al
kiddush Hashem; to devote our focus and
passion to the mission of serving Hashem
wholeheartedly.

Now also seeing patients at the
LaBriut Health Center in RBS

02-970-1100
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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RABBI JUDAH
OU-NCSY
MISCHEL Mashpiah,
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Dedicated L'Iluy Nishmas HaChaver
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l

An Eitzah

R

ebbe Chaim of Tzanz, the Divrei
Chaim, zy’a, was known for his
greatness in Torah, righteousness,
and generosity. His ahavas Yisrael,
kindness and compassion was legendary.
Once, one Erev Shabbos, a poor woman
knocked on the door of the Divrei Chaim.
She was beside herself with worry and
agony, and begged for financial assistance
to buy basic necessities for Shabbos.
The Rebbe was surprised, as he knew
the woman to be a hard working longtime business owner. “Don’t you have a
vegetable stall in the marketplace?” he
asked, “Did something happen?”
The woman explained that there were
some people in town who spread a rumor
that her potatoes were of inferior quality
and were not fit to be grated for kugel, nor
on the level to be included in one’s Shabbos
cholent. As a result she had not sold any
potatoes all week, and had no money to
make Shabbos for her family.
The Divrei Chaim sat quietly for a few
moments and then said, “I have an eitzah.
30
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I think I have a solution….” The Rebbe
rose from his place and made his way to
the marketplace with the woman, and
walked directly to her potato stand. Word
spread quickly that the Divrei Chaim was
in the marketplace, and the townsfolk,
unaccustomed to seeing the Rebbe in the
streets of the shuk, flocked to find out what
was happening. Why would their beloved
Rebbe lower himself to tread the alleyways
of the marketplace? It was surely beneath
his honor...
“Teiyreh yiden, sweet Jews!” the Rebbe
called out, “I’ve come here today to have
the zechus of purchasing the greatest
potatoes in the world; they are delicious,
and of the highest quality, in taste — and
in their supernal root. Who would like
the great merit of buying some of them as
well?”
Predictably, the potatoes were sold out in
minutes, with people offering to pay up to
ten times the regular price. If these were
the preferred lichvod Shabbos kartufle
of the Divrei Chaim, everyone in the city
wanted to have them too!
The woman made more money that day
than she had all season. “You see,” said
the Divrei Chaim, “your potatoes were of
good quality; it is just that the townspeople
didn’t realize it until today.”

Following the dramatic events of Matan
Torah, our sedra turns to introduce an
extensive series of civil laws that form the
backbone of a moral and ethical religious
society.
V’eileh ha-mishpatim... “And these are the
ordinances that you shall set before them.
Should you buy an eved Ivri, a Hebrew
servant, he shall work for six years, and
in the seventh year, he shall go out to
freedom without charge” (Shemos, 21:1-2).
Rashi explains that the focus of this first
law highlights the process of acquiring
the service of one whom the court has
sentenced to servitude as a result of his
crimes, as a way to pay back his theft and
cover his debt.
The great baal mussar, talmid chacham
and pedagogue, Reb Simcha Zissel Ziv
Broide zt’l, the Alter of Kelm, was one
of the primary students of Rav Yisrael
Salanter. He asked a penetrating question.
The Torah speaks in honorable, positive
terms. Why do the halachos of bein
adam l’chaveiro begin in such a shameful
fashion? Why should the civil laws begin
with the lowly subject of a Jew who steals
or commits a crime, an aveirah, that
undermines the moral fabric of a society?
After the glorious experience at Mount
Sinai, in which the Jewish People together
were initiated into the greatest Divine
revelation in world history, and attained
an unimaginably high spiritual state —
might it not be more appropriate to begin
Mishpatim, a parsha of over fifty mitzvos,
on a more positive note?
The Alter of Kelm answered that these

civil laws are actually beyond ‘do’s
and don’ts’, crimes and punishments.
Hashem is communicating with each of
us through Torah. Banim atem laHashem,
“You are all children to Hashem”; if the
Ribbono shel Olam has a beloved child
who falls into mistakes, steals something
or damages the body or property of
another, He sees a Jew who is struggling,
who has a serious debt to repay and needs
assistance. Therefore, His Torah reveals
processes of rehabilitating his children
and reconciling them into community
life. A dire personal challenge demands
immediate action, even if it is unpleasant.
Hashem is showing us how to get busy
working out a solution, finding an eitzah
to help a challenged Jew get his life back
on track.
Rebbe Avraham Ibn Ezra teaches that our
sedra and the corpus of Torah law begins
with the eved Ivri because this represents
the weakest sector of our society, and we
must ensure that we are aware of and
sensitive to the plight of those who are
most vulnerable.
After the awe-inspiring ‘fireworks’ of
Mount Sinai, the Torah guides us to where
the rubber hits the road, and where
‘spiritual initiation’ meets the tests of
life in this world: taking responsibility to
do whatever is necessary to ensure the
wellbeing of each of Hashem’s children.
Let us renew our commitment to being
sensitive to the needs of our friends and
neighbors, and do our utmost to find an
eitzah regarding any ‘potatoes’ that we are
collectively having trouble selling.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU Israel at
SUN, FEB 14
9:00 AM Rabbi David Walk
Tehillim – Divine Poetry https://
zoom.us/j/92253147141

10:15 AM Rabbi Aharon

Adler The Giants Who Shaped

Modern Orthodoxy https://zoom.
us/j/403831319

11:30 AM Rabbi Yitzchak

Breitowitz Mishlei: Wisdom

for Life (L’Ayla) https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/82280847618

2:00 PM Rabbi Jeffrey

Bienenfeld Men’s Gemara

Chabura S,T,TH https://zoom.
us/j/887981820

4:30 PM Rabbi Hillel Ruvell
Men’s Gemara B’Iyun S,M,W,Th
https://zoom.us/j/86466998217

4:30PM Special Event

Pre-Purim Extravaganza
for Grandparents and
Grandchildren
www.ouisrael.org/events/
grandparents

7:30PM Special Event

The Unmasking of Purim
5781 Rabbi Sholom Gold
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/82781988867

Online Shiurim & Programs
TUE, FEB 16

MON, FEB 15
9:15 AM

Mrs. Pearl Borow

Sefer Ezra (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.us/j/144986284

10:30 AM

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

9:00 AM

Rabbi Yitzchak
Breitowitz

Minchat Chinuch
https://zoom.
us/j/89983298537

Rav Soloveitchik on the Parsha
https://zoom.us/j/700303855

9:15 AM

11:45 AM

Torah Tapestries (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.
us/j/98629920642

Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

Ethics, family and society in the
writings of Rav Hirsch, Rav Kook
and Rav Soloveitchik https://
zoom.us/j/81925157325

4:30PM

Rabbi Hillel Ruvell

7:00 PM

Rabbi Baruch Taub

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/888974573

9:00 PM

Rabbi Sam Shor

Penimiut HaTorah- Inspiration
from the Masters of Jewish
Thought facebook.com/OUIsrael

Mrs. Shira Smiles

10:30 AM

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/195174554

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

5:00 PM

Mrs. Sylvie Schatz

Chazal:Insights Into Our
Times (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.
us/j/85177782268

*L’AYLA CLASSES ARE
FOR WOMEN ONLY

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/
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PLEASE NOTE:
Password for classes
is: ouisrael

in the comfort of your Home
WED, FEB 17
9:00 AM Rabbi Shimshon
Nadel Halacha and Medina

https://zoom.us/j/6878683646

10:15 AM Rabbi Anthony
Manning Contemporary

Issues in Halacha and Hashkafa
https://zoom.us/j/460662359

11:30 AM Rabbi Alan

Kimche Great Jewish Thinkers

https://zoom.us/j/772450422

4:30PM

Rabbi Hillel Ruvell

7:00 PM Rabbi Baruch

Taub Halacha https://zoom.
us/j/709706986

8:30 PM Rabbi Ezra
Friedman Practical Kashrut

https://zoom.us/j/698124792

8:30 PM

Rav Meir Goldwicht (Hebrew)
Parshat Hashavua
https:// zoom.us/j/2244321902
Passcode: 18
8:00PM Special Event
Supporting Couples
through COVID
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/81615166863
WATCH US ON
YOU TUBE

THURS, FEB 18
10:15 AM

Rabbi Baruch Taub
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/615813416

11:30 AM

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Unlocking the Messages
of Chazal
https://zoom.
us/j/488542635

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey
Bienenfeld

4:30PM

Rabbi Hillel Ruvell

8:00 PM

Rabbi Ari Kahn

Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.
us/j/2624570009

MISSED A CLASS?

You can watch the
recording at
www.ouisrael.org/videolibrary

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Especially these days, when we are all isolated and distant
it’s important to give our soldiers the feeling that they are not alone!

Join OUr Purim Campaign
Give Pre-Purim Mishloach Manot
to heroic IDF soldiers, including OU Israel Youth Centers alumni
Target goal: 555 Mishloach Manot
Price: $18 / NIS 70

Phone: 058-7113251 / Email: Youthcenters@ouisrael.org
or donate through our website: www.ouisrael.org/purim

OU Israel & the Shalom Task Force present a unique & important discussion for couples

SUPPORTING COUPLES
THROUGH COVID:
what hurts, what helps
WED. FEBRUARY 17, 8:00 PM 1:00 PM EST

Avital Levin,
LMSW, Director of Education Shalom Task Force
Ethan Eisen,
PHD, Clinical psychologist and couples therapist
Jerusalem and Bet Shemesh
Zoom Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81615166863
Password: ouisrael
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU Israel Kids’ Kollel & Herzog College present:

A PRE-PURIM ZOOM
EXTRAVAGANZA
FOR GRANDPARENTS & GRANDCHILDREN!!

SUN. FEB. 14TH 9:30AM EST / 4:30PM ISRAEL TIME

No matter where you live or how far away you are
from your grandchildren, here’s your chance to learn
and bond with your grandchildren in Grades 1-5!!
For more details and to register:
www.ouisrael.org/events/grandparents

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Women Reaching Higher

OU Israel L’Ayla and Mizrachi OU-JLIC Herzliya present:

Food for Thought:

Purim Cooking Demo with Torah Insights
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 8:30 PM

TORAH TIDBITS / MISHPATIM 5781
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Go to www.ouisrael.org/purimcooking
to register and receive a list of ingredients

wo

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86595547307
password: ouisrael

For

Join us virtually as four special women present their Purim recipes,
alongside words of Torah and inspiration.

A Lot about the Lots

THE INNER MESSAGE OF PURIM
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 8:00PM

A Special Shiur with Rabbi Zev Leff, shlita
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81293948298
passcode: ouisrael
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU Kosher

in conjunction with

DANSDEALS. COM

is proud to present

NEW FRONTIE RS IN KOSHE R:

UAE, BAHRAIN AND MOROCCO
Sunday February 21, 2021 •

ט' אדר תשפ"א

9am Pacific / 12pm Eastern / 7pm Israel
COME LEARN ABOUT
• these growing kosher markets • what it takes to
provide kosher certification • what a traveler can
expect in these areas • travel tips
Q&A to follow.
Register at www.oukosher.org/frontiers
For more information
contact Rabbi Eli Eleff at
koshereducation@ou.org

KOSHER
CERTIFICATION
SERVICE
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Jerusalem Community Pesach Seder Companion
Though we may be socially distant, we’d still like
to celebrate Pesach together in some way
Seder night is about family traditions, flavors & memories.
The Jerusalem Municipality and OU Israel invite Jerusalem area
Olim to participate in a special project!
Submit your reflections, thoughts, recipe, or even a joke to be
considered to be included in our Jerusalem Community Seder
Companion, a special booklet which will be printed and
distributed to our fellow Jerusalem area Olim for this Layl HaSeder.
To submit please visit:
www.ouisrael.org/pesachseder2021

All entries must be submitted
by February 28
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

I

n Parshat Mishpatim we are introduced
to the important concept- Midvar
Sheker Tirchak-Distance yourself from
a word of falsehood...

Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Horowitz, the
Patiker Rav, zy’a, points to the statement
in the last mishna in Eduyot, to further
explain our verse:

In his beautiful commentary on the
Chumash, the saintly and beloved,
recently departed Rabbi Dr. Abraham
J. Twerski ztvk’l asks a fundamental
question on this verse:

“The mishna in Eduyot states: Eliyahu will
come to make distant those that are close,
and to bring close those who are distant.
This is an allusion to our verse midvar sheker tirchak- since the letters in the word sheker (false) are close to one another, while the
letters in the word for truth-emet- are distant
from one another sequentially. Eliyahu will
come and push aside, and make distant all
the falsehood in the world, and bring closebring us all closer to see the ultimate truth....

“Just what is meant by ‘Distance yourself?
It means that one should act in a way that
there will be no need to lie!...The Talmud
(Tamid 32a) says that a wise person is
one who can envision the outcome...
Wisdom consists of seeing the long term
consequences of one’s actions rather than
just the immediate effects.
Distancing oneself from falsehood not
only prevents one from transgressing the
prohibition of lying, but also results in
behavior that is both ethical and profitable...”
(Twerski on Chumash,pgs 154-155)

פוליש

Polishing &
renewing of decks

ניקוי שטיחים ניקוי מבנים
Cleaning of
offices and Shuls

www.talclean.co.il
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Yehi Ratzon, may we each merit to strive
to take to heart each of these two beautiful
insights, and me we soon merit to enter the
era we long for, when indeed the world will
be free of falsehood, and we will all come
together to embrace the ultimate truth and
goodness that the world so desperately
needs.....

TORAH TIDBITS / MISHPATIM 5781

Carpet cleaning

050-4455975

ניקוי ספות
Sofa cleaning

RESTORE QUALITY OF
LIFE TO THE ELDERLY

Support free transfers of the elderly to vaccination centers:

www.IsraelRescue.org/Project/CoronaTransfers
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU KASHRUT
RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
PAGE BY
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center
for Kashrut Education

Kashering
with Liquids

H

ag’alah refers to the method of
kashering which uses hot liquid
to remove any flavors absorbed
in utensils. Although it is clear that the
common method to perform hag’alah is
with water, early authorities debate whether other liquids (known as sh’ar mashkim)
such as milk or oil, could also be used for
kashering.
The Ramban, derived from the Gemara
in Chulin (108:b), states that only water
is effective for hag’alah. It would seem
that the Ramban’s logic is based on the
understanding that only water can fully
remove all flavor from any type of utensil,
while other liquids do not have the same
ability. The Rashba, in his responsa (1:503),
quotes an actual argument he had with
the Ramban over this subject in which he
proved the contrary. In his book Beit Yosef,
Rav Yosef Caro (OC 452) quotes the dispute
between the Ramban and Rashba. It would
seem from certain places in the Shulchan
Aruch that he allows hag’alah with sh’ar
mashkim, although he prefers hag’alah
with water as the ideal. (See Yabia Omer
OC 8:43; Pri Chadash 452:5.) The Rema (OC
452:5) is clearly stringent, though he rules
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that bediavad (ex post facto) one may be
lenient. The Knesset HaGedolah (452:13)
claims that even the Ramban himself was
lenient, and merely felt that using water
was the ideal for kashering. However, it
is evident that this assertion is incorrect;
the Ramban clearly maintained that other
liquids cannot remove flavor as effectively
as water. (See Biur HaGra 452:5; Sha’ar
Hatziyun 452:29.) Practically speaking,
there is consensus among poskim that
kashering should ideally be done only
with water (Sefer HaKashrut 3:19).
Based on the Rashba’s opinion and other
factors, later authorities enumerate on
unique circumstances under which one
might be allowed to use other liquids for
hag’alah. Rav Akiva Eiger (responsa 1:83)
was lenient in a case of severe need to
use milk to kasher a non-kosher utensil.

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
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5 rooms, 123m + 9m mirpeset - 2.97m NIS
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

Rav Moshe Feinstein (Igrot Moshe YD
2:41) ruled that when there is a case of
doubt whether the utensil truly requires
kashering, one may rely on the Rashba and
kasher using other liquids. Under normal
circumstances, if a utensil was kashered
with a different liquid, it must be kashered
again with water. This is the ruling of the
Mishna Berura (452:26) (based on the Pri
Megadim) who ruled that if a utensil was
kashered before Pesach with a liquid
other than water, the owner of the utensil
must do whatever possible to kasher the
utensil again. However, if this was only
discovered during Pesach itself, the utensil
may be used, since during Pesach there is
no other option.
The OU requires the use of water to kasher
utensils. However, in cases of severe need
and other unique situations, the OU may
permit using other liquids (to be discussed
separately).
When cleaning machinery in factories,
caustic solution is quite often used in
order to properly clean and sanitize the
machinery for re-use. Caustic solution is
made up of water and 1-2% caustic soda
(sodium hydroxide). The Orchot Chaim
(Chametz Umatza 92) writes explicitly that
water mixed with ash is not considered
water for hag’alah, but rather sh’ar
mashkim. The OU requires that even if
boiling hot caustic solution was used,

another kashering must be done with pure
water. It would seem that water mixed with
other liquids is even less effective than
another pure liquid such as milk or oil.
This can be deduced from the Pri Chadash
(ibid), who rules that sh’ar mashkim may
be used for kashering, yet rules firmly that
water mixed with ash is not effective at all.
This seems to be a contradiction. Clearly,
the Pri Chadash understood that pure
liquids remove flavor, while water mixed
with other liquids cannot successfully do
so, rendering it even less effective.
Kashering in boiling water, known as
hag’alah, is derived from Biblical verses.
Early poskim debate whether sh’ar
mashkim may be used for hag’alah. Later
authorities agree that only water should
be used for hag’alah.
In unique cases, such as great need or a
doubt if the utensil requires koshering,
sh’ar mashkim may be used for kashering.
Water is considered sh’ar mashkim if it
is mixed with ash or caustic soda. When
hag’alah is performed in this fashion, the
OU requires an additional hag’alah with
pure water.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Creativity

T

he Jewish people’s proclamation at
Sinai, Na’aseh Ve’nishma, “We will
do and we will hear,” was a crowning moment in our history. Quite literally.
The Talmud describes that at that instant
heavenly crowns were placed upon the
head of every Jew:

“Rabbi Simai expounded: When Israel
went ahead and said, “We will do” before
“We will listen,” six hundred thousand
ministering angels descended and tied
two crowns upon each Israelite, one
corresponding to “we will do” and one
corrspinsing to “we will listen.” (Shabbat
88a)
The greatest Torah commentators have
long been drawn to expound upon
the profound nature of this unique
declaration. The Beit HaLevi, Rabbi Yosef

Dov HaLevi Soloveitchik zt’l (1820-1892)
offered a precious explanation. He based
his insight on the Zohar’s remark that “we
will do” refers to worthy actions (mitzvot)
while “we will listen” refers to studying the
words of Torah. The Beit HaLevi explained
that there are actually two distinct aspects
regarding Torah study. One must know
what the Torah says in order to adhere
to its commandments. Talmud Torah is
a means to an end rather than an end in
itself. But then there is another aspect:
the study of Torah purely for the sake of
Torah study itself. There are two crowns
of Torah: The ‘crown’ of learning toward
greater observance and learning for its
own sake, Torah lishma. (Beit HaLevi,
Mishpatim )ד”ה ויקח
The tradition of Torah Lishma, a lifelong
pursuit of Torah study as the most noble
and ennobling of acts was and remains
the hallmark of the remarkable tradition
of Brisk. Of note was Rabbi Soloveitchik’s

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL
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illustrious forbear, Rabbi Chaim of
Volozhin (1749-1821) who famously
argued for the supremacy of Torah
learning in his classic volume Nefesh
Hachaim (Sha’ar 4).
Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik zt”l himself
made his mark on modern Jewish history
through his mastery of Torah learning
and his dedication to disseminating its
depth and wisdom.
In what ways did the Rav conceptualize
the essential meaning of a Jew’s
devotionTorah study? The Rav articulated
many ideas in this regard. The following is
one of his unique suggestions.
“Halakhic man is a man who longs to
create, to bring into being something new,
something original. The study of Torah, by
definition, means gleaning new, creative
insights from the Torah (chiddushei
Torah.) (Rabbi Soloveitchik, Halakhic
Man, p.99)
Two unforgettable stories help set the stage
in helping to understand the Rav’s unique
emphasis on creativity in one’s Torah
learning. One story from his childhood
and a second takes us to his tenure as Rosh
Yeshiva at Yeshivat Rabbeinu Yitzchak
Elchanan.
The Rav described his childhood home
where he recalled sitting up in bed at night
listening to his father teach Torah. “My
father always spoke about the Rambam.”
Members of the group that gathered to
study with Reb Moshe Soloveitchik would
struggle to understand the Rambam's
unique positions and halachic decisions.
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As a child when the Rav, little Yosef Dov,
would hear that the difficulties were
resolved and the lesson was explained he
felt joy and excitement. “I would jump out
of bed and run to my mother’s room to
tell her the joyful news, “Mother, Mother,
the Rambam is right...father came to his
aid. How wonderful Father is!” The Rav
continued to reminisce: “Other times when
his father did not have a way to explain the
words of the Rambam he felt that he was
sad to the point of tears. Slowly I would go
to my mother and tell her with a broken
heart, “Mother, father can’t resolve the
Rambam - what should we do?” “Don’t be
sad,” mother would answer, “Father will
find a solution for the Rambam. And if he
doesn’t find one, then maybe when you
grow up you will resolve his words. The
main thing is to learn Torah with joy and
excitement.” (‘And From There You Shall
Seek’, Soloveitchik, pp. 144-145)
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Perhaps, two contrasting lessons should
be derived from this touching anecdote.
The fact that the Rav’s mother suggested
to her son that he would discover a new
answer, suggests that she was advocating
creativity and freshness in Torah learning.
There is more that can be discovered
that has not yet been uncovered. The
second lesson, highlighted by the idea of
‘defending the Rambam’’ alludes to strict
allegiance to tradition and defending the
fixed mesorah of yesteryear.
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A second anecdote takes us to the Rav’s
shiur room. This story was shared by one
of the Rav’s outstanding students, Rabbi
Azarya Berzon shlit”a: “The Rav could not
tolerate anything that was old or stale,

60 King George, Jerusalem
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even if he had said it. When a brilliant
student once commented while the Rav
was trying to work out p’shat, ‘Rebbe,
this is what you said when we learned
the sugya five years ago…,’ the Rav didn’t
allow the student to conclude his sentence.
Instead he slammed his hand on the desk
and exclaimed, ‘Forget about what I said
five years ago! Pay attention to what I am
saying now!”
“The Rav always taught us that just as God
is unique as the Creator, man too must
be unique. He must be original. In his
writings and essays the Rav went to great
lengths to emphasize the centrality and
significance of being original, especially in
Torah learning” (Mentor of Generations,
Eleff, p.230).
The act of creativity brings us closer
to God. Just as God is the creator of the
Universe when we engage in creativity
we emulate the Divine. This is true in the
area of learning. Discovering a chidush
(breaking new ground or revealing a new
idea or insight) is an act of emulating
or imitating the ways of God. (See “The
Centrality of Creativity in the Thought of
Rabbi Soloveitchik, Wurzburger, Tradition
30:4, 1996)
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YACHAD ISRAEL
Talia Kirshner
Yachad Israel, Program Director

As February is inclusion month, OU Israel
and Torah Tidbits are pleased to share
a dvar Torah from Yachad at this time.
OU Israel's Yachad program is a premier
program that serves young adults with
special needs.

Blind
Acceptance

I

wonder what the Children of Israel’s
reaction was to the onslaught of commandments in this week’s parsha,
Mishpatim. They promised uncompromising obedience to Hashem before knowing
what was to come, na’ase v’nishma. After
the “Ten Commandments” were given
they were probably thinking, “Alright, we
can do this,” but then mishpatim came
along. Could there have been an element
of regret to their supreme blind faith?
The modern Western mind seeks to deeply
understand a commitment before signing
the dotted line. Rav Jonathan Sacks zt”l says
this hesitation is fine for everyday transactions such as buying a mobile phone,
but not when making a deep existential
commitment. The only way to understand
leadership is to lead. The only way to understand marriage is to get married. The
only way to understand parenthood is to
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be a parent. The only way to understand
whether a certain career path is right for
you is to work in it. Those who hover on
the edge of a commitment, are reluctant to
decide or aren’t willing to take a risk until
considering all of the facts, will eventually
find that life has passed them by.
Verse 22:21 says, “You shall not ill-treat any
widow or orphan”. Rashi explains that no
one should be treated poorly, however,
because the widow and orphan are
usually at a disadvantage, they are often
taken advantage of. Thus, the Torah puts
an extra emphasis on ensuring they get
a fair chance at life like anyone else. This
mitzvah conveys the idea of inclusiveness.
At Yachad, treating everyone with respect
is intuitive. Our programs break barriers
of language or upbringing towards a
common goal of being B’Yachad, together.
We find that the spectrum of disability, age,
gender, and religiosity of our members
only enhance our programs.
Rav Sacks’ message is that the only way to
truly understand and accept someone is to
try to get to know him/her first.There could
have been an initial element of surprise
or regret from the Children of Israel but,
once they continued to learn, that shock
dissipated in place of an understanding
of how these commandments would
positively, and fundamentally, improve

their lives. Rav Kook said, “Just as there
are laws to poetry, there is poetry to laws.”
Each new commandment offers another
opportunity to connect with Hashem and
emulate His ways – especially in the area
of how to treat one another.
Inclusion knows no bounds. That's why
Yachad is proud to have a chapter in the
eternal Jewish homeland, Israel. Yachad
Israel covers the gamut of inclusive programming. Out of our offices on Emek
Refaim, we offer a daily vocational program,
weekly Relationship Building Courses, chuggim, and more to Anglo-Israelis looking for
inclusive programming in English.
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on the other hand, was a person who
stood strong in his values, unbending
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(some 5% of the vaccinated are presently
expected to be vulnerable)?!
We now turn to the efficacy of the waiver.
The rule is that conditions on monetary
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Aruch, CM 207). This is apparently not
a problem here (analysis is beyond our
scope).
On the other hand, one who is coerced into
a one-sided commitment (e.g., waiving
damage claims) is not bound to it if either he
made a moda’ah (a formal statement nullifying the step taken due to another’s coercion) or he has proof of coercion (Shulchan
Aruch, CM 242:1). It would not be coercion
if the employer had the legal/moral right
to force the worker to take a vaccine if he
wanted to be or remain employed. (This
can depend on too many factors to discuss
here, including governmental regulations
employed to deal with the health crisis,
which fall under dina d’malchuta powers
(see Rama, CM 369:11).) When the employer has the right, it is worker’s decision
whether he wants the job enough to accept
dictates he opposes, and a decision based
on a difficult situation rather than coercion
initiated by a person is not halachic coercion (see Bava Batra 47b).
There is some chance of late-emerging bad
news on coronavirus vaccine safety, and a
given person can end up being the “one in a
million” with a serious reaction. However,
our mentor, Rav Zalman Nechemia
Goldberg z.t.l., taught an important
idea about medical malpractice (see
Techumin vol. XIX, p. 320). The discussion
of malpractice applies only when there

was a mistake, considering the situation.
When a doctor recommends/performs a
procedure that is correct based on benefits
vs. risks, and it failed based on no clear
mistake, there is no basis to sue. Claims
must be based on p’shi’ah (negligence).
When a patient is part of the minority
of people for whom the risks come to
fruition, the one giving the medical advice
is not culpable. Therefore, in our case, the
waiver is unnecessary, as the boss should
not be culpable. If the waiver makes the
boss feel good or protects him from a nonhalachic legal suit, so be it. If the FDA and
its counterparts turn out, chas v’shalom,
to have done their job poorly, suits can be
made against governments.
Eretz Hemdah has begun a participatory
Zoom class - "Behind the Scenes with the
Vebbe Rebbe" - an analytical look at the
sources, methodology, and considerations
behind our rulings, with Rav Daniel Mann.
Contact info@eretzhemdah.org to join
while places are open.
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For a Din Torah in English or
Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah
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RABBI GIDEON Machon
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha
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Rescheduling
A Wedding

T

he Covid 19 pandemic raised
difficult halachic questions across
a wide spectrum of issues. We have
previously discussed how PUAH has been
dealing with some of the aspects of family
purity.
There is one other relevant issue that
has raised unique questions: changing a
wedding date. When the pandemic first
started, we had no inkling where it would
take us and just how serious it would
become. People had long-term plans
that they had no intention of changing.
Celebrations were scheduled, invitations
had been delivered and people were
convinced that they would continue
rejoicing at weddings as before.
Very quickly, it became obvious that this
was not to be. As each country imposed
restrictions on gatherings, such plans had
to be changed, sometimes immediately.
Suddenly things needed to be changed,
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rescheduled and reorganized. Due to these
changes many people wanted to change
the dates of their weddings. They wanted
to bring forward a wedding to enable them
to celebrate before lockdown. Or they
wanted to postpone a wedding in order to
celebrate at a later date, in the hope that
things would improve by then.
Having personally experienced such an
event with my own son’s wedding, I know
how difficult and stressful this can be.
What some people are less aware of is the
halachic aspect of changing a wedding
date.
Generally, a kallah will go to the mikveh
prior to her wedding. According to the
Rambam, if she did not go to the mikveh the
wedding is invalid, and the couple could
not live together as husband and wife,
but would need to have another wedding.
While most of the other poskim are not as
strict in this matter as the Rambam, they
still would prefer for the kallah to enter
the chuppah and wedding ceremony, only
after having been to the mikveh.
In past generations weddings were
simpler affairs, and the meal was for a
small group of family members. The food
was prepared by the family themselves,
and so the date was more fluid, and could
be arranged to best suit the family and the
kallah’s natural cycle.
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But modern weddings involve months
of planning; a caterer, photographer,
music, clothing, flowers are all involved.
They cannot be changed from today until
tomorrow due to the kallah’s situation.
DECLUTTER
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ONLINE, INTENSIVE
PARTNER WITH
UPON COMPLETION
Join the 36 day challenge
for $1 a
CYBERSECURITY COURSE!
hormonal
This is very delicate
INTERNATIONAL
OF COURSE, TZOMET
LEARNtreatment.
IN-DEPTH EVERYTHING
to get ready
YOU NEED TO GAIN
CYBERSECURITYday + 7 bonus days
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and canNTERNATIONAL
easily be
upset.
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Launch your cybersecurity
career with Tzomet's
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CYBERSECURITY
36 DAY
PROGRAM
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NETWORKING
LINUX FUNDAMENTALS
SCRIPTING
THREAT VECTORS
MONITORING & HACKING
TOOLS
RISK MANAGEMENT

for Pesach. DailyONE-ON-ONE
challenge
email,
CAREER

OUR STUDENTS HANDSvideo, how tos, & CONSULTATIONS
support group.
What can be done when the wedding
ON is
EXPERIENCE
RESUME / CV
DEVELOPMENT
THROUGH
OFFICEFinally declutter
changed overnight? More on this next
INTERVIEW WORKSHOP
BASED AND REMOTE
AND get organized!!
time.
JOB PLACEMENT
INTERNSHIPS.
ASSISTANCE

MORE!
The PuahANDInstitute
is based in Jerusalem
JOIN TODAY!
www.balaganbegone.com/36
and helps couples from all over the world
To apply, & for more information, contact our representative
Hotline option avaliable
Israel, US, UK,problems.
& Europe:
who are experiencing forfertility
Mrs. D. Erlanger
DETzomet@gmail.com
+972-52-646-0298
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los
WWW.TZOMETCOUNSELING.COM
CAREERS
STARTS
Angeles & Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050
FRUM LEARNING ENVIRONMENT. IDEAL FOR STUDENTS
WITH
SIMULTANEOUS
RESPONSIBILITIES
FEB
14,
2021
(US) 718-336-0603
www.puahonline.org
Our graduates work with
international companies, including:

(EG. FAMILY/WORK/YESHIVA) LOOKING FOR A HIGH STANDARD, FLEXIBLE CAREER OPPORTUNITY.
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
RABBI MOSHE BLOOM
INSTITUTE BY
en.toraland.org.il

Techiyat
Hameitim—
For Trees?
Part 1
Question: We bought a lemon tree four
years ago, but it dried up a year ago
because we didn’t water it enough. We cut
it down to 20-30 cm above the ground and
left the stump. Recently we began watering
it a lot and it seems to have sprung back
to life. If it produces lemons again, do we
need to restart the orlah count?
Answer: While techiyat hameitim is a
fundamental principle of Jewish faith,
there is no such concept for trees. If a tree
dies completely, it cannot be revived. It
is possible, however, that part of the tree
died (due to pests, fungus, insufficient
irrigation) and part of it remained alive.
Often the upper section of the tree dies,
while the bottom remains alive. At times
the entire tree is dying, drying, and
shriveling up, but has not completely died
and it is still possible to revive it.

tree; if it is cut down it will renew itself …
If its stump dies in the ground, at the scent
of water it will bud and produce branches
like a sapling. But mortals languish and die
… where is he?”
Even if a tree is cut down, it can still grow
new shoots (see Eiruvin 100b). If an old
tree loses its strength due to lack of water,
when rain falls on it, it can renew itself
by shoots that emerge from the root or
watershoots that emerge from the trunk
(see Da’at Mikra).
Next week we will see what the Shulchan
Aruch has to say on restarting the orlah
count for trees that
were chopped down
and began to sprout
again.
Tree in Ramat
Hanadiv.
Phote: Rabbi Moshe
Bloom

We buy your Gold & Silver
Personal home service - 30 years experience

Iyov and Techiyat Hameitim

We also buy silverware, gold & silver coins!

Interestingly, Iyov provides an opposite
analysis of revival from the dead for people
and trees (14:7-10): “There is hope for a

972-54-219-2428
mail: absaffran@gmail.com
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Please send me a picture to Whatsapp for free appraisals

Follow Us
On Facebook

I pay cash! I will meet you where you want! Customer service!

Real Life Rescues
When The Ambulance Is Too Far Away

1221

Last Thursday evening, a woman was in her home in Akko, preparing dinner in the kitchen
when she suddenly collapsed and lost consciousness. Her alarmed husband screamed and
thus alerted their neighbor who then called United Hatzalah’s Dispatch and Command
Center. The automated dispatching system located volunteer EMT Avigdor Harris as the
nearest responder to the scene. Avigdor lives merely a few hundred meters away from the
address where the emergency took place.
The dedicated first responder jumped on his ambucycle as soon as he received the call and
arrived in under a minute. He was the first responder on the scene. Finding the 60-year-old
woman lying on the ground, Avigdor immediately launched into full-blown CPR.
Avigdor began chest compressions as he requested a mobile intensive care ambulance
(MICU) for backup. Avigdor attached his defibrillator to the woman’s chest and administered
a single shock. After a few minutes, additional volunteers and medical personnel arrived on
the scene.
The nearest ambulance was located 30 minutes away from Akko, in the town Sakhnin.
Calculating the woman’s deteriorating situation and the time it would take for the ambulance
to arrive, Avigdor knew he had to act quickly to save the woman’s life.
Avigdor contacted the Akko chapter head Noam Lipshin, who then called in Muslim United
Hatzalah doctor and resident of Akko Dr. Amir Muati. Amir arrived quickly and began
administering adrenaline to the patient, to stabilize her condition. By the time the MICU
ambulance arrived, the woman’s pulse had returned, and she was taken to the nearest
hospital for further testing.
“Volunteering with United Hatzalah is always a thrill and a pleasure, but this CPR specifically
was unique for me, because I was the first on the scene, and it was mainly the efforts of United
Hatzalah EMTs that saved the
woman,” commented Avigdor.
“When we learned that the
ambulance was too far away, we
acted quickly, using our network
of volunteers to provide the
necessary care in the meantime.
We were all fully equipped and
ready to help, and that ended up
saving the woman’s life. In this
case, as in many others, United
Hatzalah saved the day, and I am
so grateful to be a part of such an
establishment.”
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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DIVREI TORAH FROM
YESHIVOT AND SEMINARIES
Torah Tidbits is proud to highlight the many outstanding Rabbis and
teachers that lead the various Yeshivot and Seminaries here in Israel.

YESHIVAT SHA'ALVIM, SHA'ALVIM
Yeshivat Sha’alvim is nestled in the natural beauty of central Eretz Yisrael
along the fertile fields of the Ayalon Valley. Here, in a beautiful rural setting,
removed from the distractions of the busy city, the students of Sha’alvim
blossom and grow as model bnei Torah and aspiring talmidei chachamim.
At Sha’alvim, the talmidim learn at the highest level, and recognize that
middot tovot and yirat Shamayim are part and parcel of their dedication to high-level Torah
learning. Students at the yeshiva forge lifelong relationships with their Rabbanim, who
open their homes and hearts to their students. In a warm and positive family atmosphere,
conducive to serious learning, Sha’alvim prepares its students for a life dedicated to Torah,
Am Yisrael, and Eretz Yisrael.

Rav Aryeh
Leibowitz,
Sgan Menahel
and Ra”m
The Spirituality of
“Mundane” Laws
At first glance, Parshas Mishpatim is
extremely anticlimactic. Sefer Shemos
opened with the dramatic Exodus from
Egypt and the Splitting of the Sea. Its
narrative reached a crescendo with the

Mazal Tov to
David & Brenda Mandelzweig
and family on the birth of a
GRANDDAUGHTER
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giving of the Torah at Sinai, as the entire
Jewish nation experienced the greatest
divine revelation in history. But, from the
very heights of Sinai, the Jewish nation
now, in Parshas Mishpatim, finds itself
in a long humdrum set of pedestrian
rules and regulations. The nation learns
of the prohibition to insult a parent, the
laws of damage to livestock and crops,
and the penalties for theft and seduction.
They are admonished to take care of the
disadvantaged member of society, to
faithfully repay loans, to exhibit judicial
integrity, among other mundane laws.
And yet, in an absolute about-face, the
end of the parsha returns the nation to a
lofty spiritual summit akin to Sinai. The
unique bond between Hashem and His

chosen nation is restated (Shemos 24:3),
an occult ritual with blood is performed
(24:6), and the nation’s spiritual leaders
again “see” God in a mystical revelation
(24:10). The parsha closes on a spiritual
summit with Moshe again entering a
divine cloud (24:18), just as he did after
the Ten Commandments were given
(20:17).
The event is so reminiscent of Sinai that
Rashi (24:1, cf. Ramban) concludes that
these events at the end of the parsha are
out of order and really occurred before
the laws of Parshas Mishpatim were
taught to the nation. Of course, Rashi’s
interpretation demands explanation. If
the divine revelation of the end of the
parsha was really part of the original
events of Matan Torah, why would the
Torah present it is as a distinct and distant
event? Why interrupt the unique singular
event of divine revelation at Sinai with the
prosaic laws of Parshas Mishpatim?
What the Torah seems to be telling us is that
the mishpatim – civil law, ethical treatment
of others, and social sensitivities – are not
divorced from the divinity that graced
the Sinai experience. Quite the contrary,
these “mundane” laws are wellsprings
for kedusha – sanctity, holiness, and even
divinity.

For Rent: 3 room apartment in

the heart of Jerusalem, minute walk
from King George. Renovated, pool,
gym in building, and more…7300nis
including housing committee!

Meir 054-5617227 No Agent fee.

Whereas many people assume that the
laws of Parshas Mishpatim primarily come
to ensure a well functioning society, the
structure of the narrative indicates that
they accomplish far more. The Torah’s
interruption of the divine revelation of
Sinai with the mishpatim teaches us that
the holiness and divinity of Sinai is the
result of one’s performance of even the
most mundane laws of the Torah.
Most telling, the end of the parsha states
that Moshe Rabbenu reviewed all of
the laws of Parshas Mishpatim with
the nation (Shemos 24:3). Only then,
after they committed to safeguard these
“mundane” laws, does the Torah state
that they “perceived the God of Israel” in
an overwhelming mystical experience
(Shemos 24:10).
The contemporary popular pursuit
of spirituality is hyper-focused on
experiences like meditation and song.
For the more religiously inclined this
extends to the Torah’s mitzvos that bear
a clearly perceived encounter with the
divine, such as Torah study, prayer, and
Shabbos. However, Parshas Mishpatim
teaches that spirituality is also achieved
through the fair treatment of others, care
of personal property, and acting with
integrity. It teaches us that a holy and
spiritual Jew not only learns intensely
and prays intently, but he or she is also
honest in their business dealings, kind to
their slaves, and compassionate to their
neighbors.

רפואה שלמה
אפרים אברהם בן רבקה
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI
TEFILLA BY
Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

ואהבת

A

s a teenager, I was not particularly
fond of babies. I would only take
night-time babysitting jobs so that
I wouldn’t need to worry about changing
and playing with the baby and I was never
the type to volunteer to hold a baby. When
I became a first-time expectant mother, I
wondered how I would interact with my
own baby. Would I learn to love him?
Sounds like a pretty silly question (and
Baruch Hashem I certainly love all 9 of
mine) but it parallels another oft-asked
question. We say in the first paragraph of
Shema, , בכל נפשך,ואהבת את ה’ אלוקיך בכל לבבך
ובכל מאודך. You should love Hashem your
G-d with all your heart (with both your
good inclination and your evil inclination),
with all your soul (even if it means having
to give up your life) and with all your
means (your money) [Rashi]. When you
think about this commandment, it seems
difficult. How can we be commanded
to feel a specific emotion? How can you
make someone love?
But the answer is found in the rest of the
paragraph.

והיו הדברים האלה אשר אנוכי מצווך היום על לבבך
You should place these words on your
heart.
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What words are we talking about here?
Many say this is referring to the words
of the Shema, the belief in Hashem. We
need to place the idea of Hashem on our
hearts. At first, Hashem might just remain
there on top of our hearts, but the goal is
eventually let our connection to Him seep
into our hearts.
How is this accomplished?

ושננתם לבנך ודברת בם בשבתך בביתך ובלכתך בדרך
ובשכבך ובקומך וקשרתם לאות על ידך והיו לטטפת בין
עיניך
By teaching our children about Hashem,
by speaking about Him all the time – when
we’re at home and when we go out, when
we go to sleep and when we wake up, and
by making signs for ourselves (Tefillin).
The more we speak about Hashem
and His Torah, the more we come to
love Him. If we are constantly on the
lookout for signs of Hashem in our life
and we are constantly talking about and
sharing these ideas with others, we will
automatically create more and more
of a connection with Hashem. Every
mitzvah that we do has the power to
bring us closer to Hashem. Every moment

we spend noticing a beautiful sunset, a
fascinating Torah insight, or a miraculous
occurrence in our lives enables us to build
our relationship with HaKadosh Baruch
Hu. And when we spend time speaking
about these experiences, it causes our
love for Hashem to grow even more. The
Sefer HaChinuch (Mitzvah 16) writes
אחרי הפעולות נמשכיכם הלבבות, our hearts
are drawn after our actions. Our actions
impact on the way we feel. We can indeed
guide our emotions to a certain place. We
can teach ourselves to love.
The same way that all mothers very
quickly learn to love their children simply
by talking and thinking about them
constantly, by caring and providing for
them, we too can learn to love Hashem.
The Rambam (Hilchot Teshuva 10:2)
writes ?’כיצד היא האהבה הראויה הוא שיאהב את ה
-  כאלו חולה חולי האהבה.... - a person should
work on himself until the point that his
love for Hashem is like that of a man who
is lovesick, who cannot stop thinking
about his beloved even for a moment. Our
love for Hashem should be like that of a
mother who no matter what she is doing
during the day, whether she’s at work or
at the supermarket, never for a moment
stops thinking and worrying about her
children. We can all reach that level, by
bringing Hashem into our lives at every
possible moment.

BAKA – TOWNHOUSE 220sqm,

private entrance, private elevator,
4 exposures,
central, quiet –
7,500,000nis

052-3202488
Michael

SHIUR SPONSORS

Tuesday, February 9 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur
is sponsored by Chana Poupko in loving memory
of her father Dov Ber ben Simcha Daniel z”l
Tuesday, February 9 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur
is sponsored by Rabbi Jay and Ruby Karzen
in loving memory of Ruby’s father, Izzy Ray z”l
Tuesday, February 9 - Rabbi Goldin’s shiur
is sponsored by Lewis Mack
in loving memory of his father
 מרדכי צבי בן אריה ליב ז”לyahrzeit is 2 Adar
Wednesday, Feb 10 - Rabbi Nadel’s shiur is
sponsored by Emunah Murray
for a refuah shleima for her son Isaiah
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin’s shiurim have been
sponsored by a generous donor
Rabbi Manning’s shiurim for the 2021 academic
year have been sponsored anonymously in the
merit of an aliya neshama for
Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,
Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l and
Eliana bat Yaakov a”h
Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit of
a refuah shelaima for Janet bat Hannah
Rabbi Taub’s weekly Parshat HaShavua Shiur is
sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation
OU ISRAEL CENTER

59

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
Asher Manning
Gush Chapter
Director

to the poor might be acting upon Social
Justice but he stands in direct contradiction
to the values of the Torah -

Bringing Robin
Hood to Justice

“Do not favor even the poorest man in his
lawsuit” [Shemot 23:3].

The theme of our Parasha is Mishpat –
Justice.

We Jews were chosen because of our
unwavering loyalty to true justice:
“כי ידעתיו למען אשר יצווה את בניו ואת ביתו אחריו ושמרו
[ ”דרך ה’ לעשות צדקה ומשפטBereshit 18:19].
On this Passuk Rav Hirsh wrote: “Tzedakah
can never atone for a breach of Mishpat.
To rob with one hand while giving charity
from stolen wealth with the other, is an
abomination to Jewish truth.”

Underlying the many laws we find in our
Parasha runs the deep-seated belief in the
ability of a society to lead a just life. Not
only a life in which everyone lives in peace
and harmony, but a life in which justice
itself has meaning and the continual
existence of society serves a higher moral
purpose. A cause that is often voiced today
is that of Social Justice.
Defending the underprivileged echelons
of society from discrimination and
oppression is by definition justice, it does
not need the prefix ‘Social’ added to it.
Ben Shapiro once said: “Justice requires
no modifier - anytime you put a modifier
in front of a term that is inherently good,
you turn it into a perversion of itself”.

If you believe purely in the continuity of
society, then any means, however immoral,
validate Social Justice. If, however, you
believe in a Divine Truth then any call to
Social Justice must be scrutinized for traces
of immorality.
Benjamin Disraeli once said: “Justice is
truth in action”. Our Parasha teaches us
the actions of justice that will lead us to
the truth.

Moshe Horn
10th Grade, Neve
Daniel

Doing the right thing because it is the
right thing to do is called Justice. Doing
the wrong thing but for the right reasons
cannot be called justice, even if it is for the
good of society.

The meaning of Na’asa
V’nishma

Robin Hood stealing from the rich to give

As part of celebrating the remarkable
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statement Bnei Yisrael made of “Na’asah
V’nishma,” the Gemara (Shabbat 88a)
describes how 600,000 angles came down
and gave each Jew two crowns. One crown
for saying the word Na’asah, and one
before the word V’nishama. The Beit Halevi
questions why the angles reward the Jews
for saying Na’asah before V’nishma. Why
is saying Na’asah first better?
Before getting to the Beit Halevi’s
incredible answer, let us offer a simple
one. Na’asah V’nishma means first they
commit to keeping the laws of the Torah
before they even hear what they are. By
doing so, Bnei Yisrael display unparalleled
trust in God by agreeing to His legal code
before even knowing what it is.
The Beit Halevi offers a different answer to
why Na’asah is before V’nishma. In order
to understand it we have to first appreciate
the mitzvah of Talmud Torah. On the
one hand learning the Torah enables us
to properly keep Halacha. The goal of
learning is strictly practical. It is a means
towards properly fulfilling the Halacha.
On the other hand, there is deep meaning
to learning Torah because of its inherent

your own
בעצמךMake
עשה זאת

Hamentashen
חגיגית לפ
 ערכהkits from Herby’s Bakery

”

ow)

15nis per kit.
Call Ita Rochel by Wednesday,:אנחנו נותנים
Feb 17 to place your
order.
אוזני המן
☺ בצק איכותי להכנת

02-5609125

☺ שלושה סוגי מילויים שונים
☺ נייר אפייה

Pick-up from the OU Israel Center
:אתם מקבלים
on Tuesday, Feb 23

value. The first level is learning practical
Halacha whereas the second is identifying
with its deeper messages.
The Beit Halevi uses the distinction to
answer our question. Saying Nishma first
would capture only the first element.
However first saying Na’asah indicates
that Klal Yisrael accepted both levels.
Supporting his theory is the idea that
the angles gave two crowns to each Jew,
and not just one. Each crown reflects a
different level of the acceptance of Torah.
The value of Talmud Torah exists both
in educating ourselves to knowledge of
Halacha as well as the deeper intrinsic
value of Torah. We should have the zchut
to learn Torah in both ways.
-----------------------------------NCSY Israel is the premier organization
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire,
empower, and help teen olim with "Klita"
to the Land of Israel by encouraging
passionate Judaism through Torah and
Tradition. Find out more
עשה זאת בעצמך
at israel.ncsy.org

!רכה חגיגית לפורים

We give:
☺ Quality dough for making
“Haman taschens”
☺ Three different fillings
☺ Baking paper
You receive:
☺ Quality family time
☺ Delicious “Haman taschens”

עשה זאת בעצמך

זני המן
ונים

!ערכה חגיגית לפורים

(Jerusalem posts first place twice in a row)

)ם פוסט

☺ A closed package fit
for COVID-19 restrictions

☺ זמן איכות משפחתי
☺ אוזני המן טעימים
Weזוכיgive:
)המקום הראשון של הג'רוזלם פוסט
(
☺ Quality
dough for making
מוצר סגור המתאים
☺

לפרטים נוספים ניתן לפנות למאפיית הרבי
ISRAEL CENTER 61
0556601541 OU
למספר
 או בווצאפ02-9973631:נים
ון

ותי להכנת אוזני המן

Unbeatable
Offer!
Monthly rent w/o
deposit or commitment
Starting from

8,800 NIS

Are you looking for a warm and welcoming English-speaking
retirement community in the heart of Jerusalem?
Join the Tovei Ha’Ir family and enjoy an active social life in deluxe
surroundings, where your health, security and comfort come first!
70%
Luxurious Private
Apartments

Gourmet
Meals

English
Speakers

Tovei Ha’Ir - Jerusalem’s
Premier Retirement Community

36 Malchei Yisrael St., Jerusalem
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Beit Midrash
& Shiurim

Shul &
Mikveh

Swimming Pool,
Program of
Medical
Spa and Gym Cultural Activities Care 24/7

6422
*

www.tovei.co.il
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NEW MEGILLAH ILLUSTRATED & INSPIRED BY
ESTHER HORGEN HY"D
The Israel Bible Scroll of Esther
is
dedicated
in
memory
of
Esther Horgen HY”D. Esther was a
beloved wife and mother who was
murdered in December, just outside
of her home in Tal Menashe. A vibrant
and talented woman, Esther left a
tremendous legacy through her family
and her artwork. These all came
together in The Israel Bible Scroll of
Esther featuring Esther’s beautiful
illustrations alongside the text of the
Megillah in Hebrew and English with a
new commentary.
Proceeds will go to developing the Esther Horgen
Memorial Forest and Park in Tal Menashe,
near the site where Esther was murdered.
“How bittersweet to celebrate Purim, when we read the
story of the triumph of Queen Esther, when we are mourning
the loss of Esther Horgen.”
-President Reuven Rivlin
“This Megillah which was designed with Esther's beautiful artwork will serve as an
eternal light for her memory.”
-Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
Illustrated by Esther Horgen HY"D
Introduction by Benjamin Horgen
Commentary by Rabbi Tuly Weisz

FOR HOME DELIVERY, VISIT THEISRAELBIBLE.COM/ESTHER

