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Rabbi Avi Berman 
Executive Director, 
OU Israel 

Parshat Yitro is known for 
the pinnacle Jewish event of Matan Torah. 
Our sages teach "אין אדם לומד תורה אלא במקום 

 a person only learns Torah in the) "שלבו חפץ
place where his heart desires). While this 
statement was meant for all times, I think 
it is particularly relevant in the year 5781 
when there is so much Torah available to 
each and every one of us. 

Historically, people learned Torah from 
the Rav in their shtetl, city, or yeshiva 
and on occasion a scholar-in-residence 
would visit the community. There were 
not many options. Today, Jews all over the 
world have the ability to learn from an 
endless number of Rabbis and educators 
with teaching styles and hashkafot that fit 
exactly what they are looking for. You can 
learn with a different scholar-in-residence 
in the comfort of your living room or study 
every day of the week (or year, for that 
matter).

It is beautiful to me that Torah Tidbits 
readers and OU Israel Center shiur 
participants can find the teacher or 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

teachers that they connect with on an 
individual level, no matter what their 
background. In one week, I’ll speak to 
someone who tells me that they love Rabbi 
Yitzchak Breitowitz’s shiur, someone else 
who tells me that Dr. Avivah Zornberg’s 
shiur is the highlight of her week, and 
a third person who tells me that Rabbi 
Ezra Friedman’s Gustave & Carol Jacobs 
Center for Kashrut Education shiur has 
reinvigorated his study of halacha and 
understanding of Kashrut. 

On a broader level, if you look at the OU’s 
Daf Yomi Shiurim on www.alldaf.org and 
www.OUTorah.org, you will find dozens 
of incredibly popular Daf Yomi lecturers – 
Rabbi Shalom Rosner, Rabbi Moshe Elefant, 
Rabbi Eli Stefansky, Dr. Henry Abramson, 
Rabbi Aryeh Lebowitz, Rabbi Eli Mansour 
and many others. To me, this is beautiful. 
Everyone is uniting on one platform to 
learn, regardless of the methodology and 
teaching that they can best relate to. The 
lesson of different Rabbis connecting to 
different individuals is very apropos this 
week as Klal Yisrael lost great Rabbanim 
who were each able to talk to his students 
in his own style.  

I have been thinking about the various 
ways in which people learn and connect 
to Torah as my wife and I are helping two 
of our sons choose new Yeshivot for next 
year. We have a 12th grader and an 8th 
grader, and as we’ve seen with our other 

EFRAT
02-5454500www.efrat.org.il

Save a Life - Gain yours
1 of 78,443
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children, each child is different and our 
responsibility as parents is "חנוך לנער על פי 

 .(to educate each child in his/her path) "דרכו

How do we ensure that our kids take the 
precious lessons of the mitzvot to heart 
and feel excited to study Torah? This is 
obviously a complex question, and as I 
shared above, each person is different. 
One idea that I have been thinking about 
is to connect our children to the chain of 
the Mesora by having them learn with 
their grandparents. One of the greatest 
blessings that many of us have in modern 
times is the ability to learn Torah with our 
parents, grandparents and sometimes 
even great-grandparents. This year we 
have lacked special moments, such as 
having a grandfather or great-grandfather 
sit at the head of our Seder table or 
grandparents and great-grandparents 
sitting together and learning b’Chavruta 
with their grandchildren. 

In this spirit, to celebrate Rosh Chodesh 
Adar, Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski (OU 
Israel Center Director of Community 
Programming) came up with a program 
which was so moving to me. We are 
partnering with Herzog College for an 
intergenerational Kids’ Kollel (on Sun. Feb. 
14th) in which kids and their grandparents 
will learn together on Zoom. Whether 
the grandparents live in the same city as 
their grandchildren or around the world, 
everyone can join together via Zoom. The 
beauty of learning with grandparents 
and great-grandparents, as opposed to 

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה

teachers, is the emotional connection 
that naturally exists between children 
and their parents, grandparents, and 
great-grandparents. When this emotional 
connection aligns with Torah, the love 
and beauty for Torah and mitzvot trickles 
down to the younger generation in a way 
that resonates deeply. 

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel  
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of RCA 
Israel Region 

Yitro joins Moshe. He advises Moshe in 
delegating to judges. At Mt. Sinai, G-d 
offers the Jewish people to be a treasured 
people. The Ten Commandments are given 
at Sinai. The people quake in response.  

1st aliya (18:1-12) Yitro, Moshe’s 
father in law, moved by the 
exodus from Egypt, travels to 

meet Moshe, bringing Tzippora and the 2 
sons. Moshe greets them and tells of all 
that has happened. Yitro blesses G-d, 
affirming that now he knows G-d is great, 
and offers offerings to Him.

Rashi claims that this story of Yitro occurs 

KI TEITZEI after the giving of the Torah – meaning, the 
Torah plucked it from its proper chronol-
ogy and stuck it here. Presumably for a 
good reason. Why place this story here?

You could answer either by looking at what 
comes next or from what just happened.  
The story at the end of last week’s Parsha 
was the war with Amalek. Juxtaposed to 
Amalek is Yitro. There are different types 
of non-Jews that we will encounter in 
history; Amalek and Yitro. Amalek seeks 
our harm. Yitro seeks our G-d. Amalek sees 
our weakness. Yitro sees our greatness. 

2nd aliya (18:13-23) Yitro 
observes the people standing 
and waiting all day for Moshe to 

adjudicate.  Yitro questions this. Moshe 
responds: the people come seeking G-d; 
seeking adjudication; and I teach them 
G-d’s laws.  Yitro criticizes Moshe. And 
suggests: You inquire of G-d on their 
behalf. And teach them G-d’s laws. But in 
addition, choose Judges who can adjudicate 
in your stead.  Judges who are substantive, 
G-d fearing, men of truth and abhorring 
inappropriate gain.  

Yitro offers good advice to Moshe; delegate 
authority to judges. But while he proposes 
delegating authority, he does not suggest 
delegating authority in Moshe’s other 
roles. Because in those, Moshe is simply 
irreplaceable.  

Moshe told Yitro that he has 3 functions: 
aiding those seeking G-d, adjudicating 
disputes, and teaching G-d’s commands.  
Yitro tells him; others can settle disputes.  
But as for the inquiry of G-d and teaching 
G-d’s commands, well for those, no one 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

YITRO

OU Israel  
mourns the loss of

Rabbi Dr. Abraham 
Twerski zt"l

He was brilliant and humble,  
a visionary and pragmatic thinker, 

the scion of  a Chassidic dynasty and a 
thought leader in the field of  psychiatry 

and addiction treatment
ת.נ.צ.ב.ה
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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covenant, then you will be a kingdom of 
cohanim and a holy nation. Tell that to the 
Jewish people.

This short aliya screams of significance: it 
is the invitation to an intimate encounter. 
The entire Torah to this point has been 
G-d’s reach for man. And here is the 
culmination of that reach. Akin to a Divine 
hug. G-d created the world, an act of desire 
for a world. He created man. He reached 
out to Avraham, promising, unsolicited, 
the land of Israel. But He kept His distance.  
Until Egypt, when He reached again to pull 
the Jewish people out of slavery. Now He 
tells Moshe that He is pulling the Jewish 
people close as His closest, cohanim, those 
who are in His inner sanctum.   

5th aliya (19:7-19) Moshe presents 
G-d’s words to the people. They 
respond: all that G-d says we will 

do. G-d says: I will come to you in a cloud, so 
the people shall hear that I speak with you. 
Prepare them for 3 days for on the 3rd day I 
will descend in the view of all the people. 
No one shall touch the mountain. Moshe 
prepared the people.  On the third day there 
was lightning and thunder, a thick cloud 
and a powerful shofar sound. The people in 
the camp were afraid. Moshe brought them 
out to the mountain. It was all in smoke for 
G-d descended in fire. The mountain shook.  
The shofar increased in power. Moshe 
spoke; G-d’s voice emanated.  

The revelation of Sinai is a culmination 
of G-d’s reach for man. He promises, 
He redeems us, and now He speaks, 
communicates.  

And although this moment is a pinnacle 

moment in the history of man, what the 
people actually heard is not at all clear. The 
narrative, without the midrashim, seems 
to relate that the people will overhear 
G-d speaking to Moshe. After all, Divine 
communication to man is overwhelming, 
inconsistent with our finite being. The 
people are afraid – Moshe needs to coax 
them out.  Afterwards, in aliya 7, the people 
tell Moshe that they can’t take hearing 
G-d’s voice or they will die.  

It is here that we really see Moshe’s 
uniqueness: as the only one to be able to 
hear G-d’s word and survive. The Torah 
will describe him as such later – no one 
else could tolerate “panim el panim”, 
direct communication from G-d. Moshe’s 
uniqueness is not as a leader, a legislator, 
a King, a warrior, a motivational speaker.  
His uniqueness is as the one who hears 
G-d’s words, His commands, His mitzvoth, 
and is able to withstand that and survive.  

The purpose of the revelation at Sinai is 
to expose the people to the experience, up 
close, of the communication from G-d to 
Moshe. This experience will reinforce for 
them that G-d speaks to Moshe so that they 
accept Moshe’s teachings later as being 
from G-d. And it will overwhelm them and 
bring them to believe in G-d.

6th aliya (19:20-20:14) G-d 
descended onto the mountain 

Dedicated L’iluy Nishmat
ר' דוד מאיר בן ר' נתן ז"ל 

Meyer Rich z”l
whose 10th Yahrtzeit is on כ"ד שבט
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and called Moshe up the mountain. He 
warned him to again instruct the people to 
not touch the mountain for they would die. 
The Ten Commandments: I am G-d, no 
idols before Me, don’t use G-d’s name in 
vain, Shabbat, honour parents, don’t 
murder, adultery, theft, false testimony, 
covet.

The Midrash points out that the first 2 
commands are in the 2nd person, G-d 
speaking directly to the people: I am G-d.   
And the rest in the 3rd person, seemingly 
Moshe speaking in G-d’s name about 
Him: do no take His name in vain. That 
is contrary to what I said above – that the 
people did not hear the content of what 
G-d said but only overheard Him speaking 
with Moshe. The Midrash reconciles this 
by stating that after hearing the first 2 
commandments directly from G-d, the 
people did in fact die on the spot from the 
overwhelming experience of revelation.  
Then, they came back to life. From then on 
Moshe spoke in G-d’s name, as they were 
simply unable to withstand the power of 
the direct experience of G-d.

7th aliya (20:15-23) The people 
recoiled from seeing the thunder 
and lightning, the shofar sound 

and the smoking mountain.  They said to 
Moshe: let G-d speak with you, but not to 
us, for we do not want to die.  Moshe 
assured them that G-d came so they would 
fear Him.  G-d commanded:  You saw that I 
spoke with you from heaven.  Therefore 
have no other gods; rather make an 
earthen altar.   

2 symbols linger from the Sinai experience: 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com
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the shofar and the cloud.  The shofar is our 
way of recalling His Presence; the cloud is 
His way of indicating His Presence.  From 
now on, when the cloud hovers over the 
Ohel Moed, it is to indicate that the G-d’s 
Presence is there, speaking to Moshe.  Like 
the cloud and smoke of Mt. Sinai.

And the shofar is our way of recalling His 
Presence at Mt. Sinai. On Rosh Hashana, 
when we are to feel especially close with 
G-d, the shofar of Sinai is recalled. The 
ultimate redemption too is heralded by 
the Shofar Gadol. The shofar endures as a 
symbol of the intimate Presence of G-d, as 
it did at Mt. Sinai. 

HAFTORAH FOR YITRO  
YESHAYAHU 6:1-13

In Parshat Yitro we read about the 
remarkable revelation of Hashem at Sinai. 
The people of Israel are overwhelmed by 
this experience: “All the people saw the 
thunder and lightning, the blast of the 
horn and the mountain smoking; they fell 
back and stood at a distance.”

The haftorah this Shabbat echoes this 
theme. It retells another account of a divine 
revelation. We are privy to Yeshayahu’s 

STATS

17th of 54 sedras; 5th of 11 in Sh'mot 
Written on 138 lines in a Torah, (46th)
15 Parshiyot; 4 open, 11 closed 
75* p'sukim - ranks 47th (only 7 sedras have fewer 
p'sukim)
1105 words, 4022 letters - ranks 46th 
Yitro is the smallest sedra in Sh'mot

*Tradition is that Yitro has 72 p'sukim, not 75. If we 
count DIBROT rather than p'sukim for the Aseret 
HaDibrot, then the number drops to 72 (from 75) 
and that probably explains the difference.

HOWEVER... when we read the Aseret haDibrot 
with TAAMEI HA'ELYON (as Dibrot), there are only 
9 p'sukim/dibrot, since the first two are definitely 
combined. Total: 71.

Yitro contains 17 of the 613 mitzvot; 3 positive and 
14 prohibitions

MITZVOT

first vision. In this vision, the Almighty 
is seated on a throne on high. There are 
six winged creatures that surround Him. 
These ‘Serafim’ call to one another and say, 
“Holy, holy, holy! The Lord of Hosts! His 
presence fills all the earth! (6:3). It is well 
known that the Sages incorporated these 
lofty words into our daily tefillah.

During the course of this vision Yeshayahu 
offers his service to God and says that he 
will bring the message of heaven to the 
people of Israel. 

Yeshayahu is given a difficult message to 
convey, namely, that the nation will suffer 
punishment for the many sins in the exile.

Hope, however, is not lost. Although the 
Land of Israel will be left empty and deso-
late there will be left a ‘trunk’ of the Jewish 
people that will eventually regrow. 

OU Israel 
mourns the loss of 

HaRav Avraham Avidan zt"l
Former Rosh Yeshiva of  Yeshivat Shaalavim 

May his leadership and Torah 
erudition serve as a continued 

source of  light and inspiration
ת.נ.צ.ב.ה



OU ISRAEL CENTER         11

�����������
�������
������
�����������������������

�����

������������
������
����
���������

�����
������

��������������������

� ������������� � � �������������
�� �������������� �� ���������������
�� �������������� �� ���������������

�� � �� � ���
����� ��������� �� ��

������������������ ���������� ��������
� ��
�� �
����� � � 	 � � � �������������������

����������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������
���	�����������������������������������	�����������������������������

����������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������
������������������
������������������ ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������� ������������������������� � ������������������������¡������������¡��������������� ������������������������������� ����������������¢	���������������������������������£��¤�¤�������������££	�¢����
��������������¥��¤�¤£��������������� ��������������������� ��������������� �������������������� �������� ��������������������������������   ���������������������������������������������� ������������������ ��������� ����������������	�

�������������������¦�����������������������������¥��
���� ����§����������������££�£¨�������

������
������
�	�������
�������	��������
�������������	



12     TORAH TIDBITS / YITRO 5781

THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

The Maternal 
Influence 

When I was young, I was an avid 
reader of novels. As I’ve grown 
older, I have found myself more 

interested in good biographies. I especially 
appreciate those biographies of great men 
that try to focus on what exactly made 
them great. Particularly, I try to discover 
the roles played by father and mother in 
the formation of these personalities. 

Until relatively recently, Jewish tradition 
did not have many biographies of our 
heroes and heroines. Bible and Talmud 
contain much material about the lives 
of prophets, kings, and sages, but only 
occasionally give us a glimpse of the role 
that parental influences played in making 
them great. 

I recently came across a passage in a book 
by a man I admire. His name was Rabbi 
Yitzchak Yaakov Reines (1839-1915). He 
was the head of a very innovative yeshiva in 
Lida, Lithuania, and was one of the found-
ers of the Mizrachi Religious Zionist move-
ment. He was a prolific writer, and one 
of his works is entitled Nod Shel Demaot, 
which translates as “A Flask of Tears.” 

In this book, Rav Reines writes about the 

important role that mothers play in the 
development of their children—sons and 
daughters alike. He emphasizes the role 
of the mother in the development of the 
Torah scholar. He claims that it is not only 
the father’s teaching that motivates and 
informs the budding Jewish leader. Rather, 
it is the mother’s feminine intuition and 
maternal compassion that are, at the very 
least, equally formative.  

The sources of his thesis include a verse 
from this week’s Torah portion, Parshat 
Yitro (Exodus 18:1-20:23), in which we 
read that the Lord called to Moses from 
the mountain and said, “Thus shall you 
say to the house of Jacob and declare to 
the children of Israel…you shall be to Me 
a kingdom of priests and a holy nation…” 
(ibid 19:3-6). 

The Midrash explains that “the house of 
Jacob” refers to women and “the children 
of Israel” to men. Both men and women 
must be involved if we are to become “a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” 
“Why the women?” asks the Midrash, and 
answers, “Because they are the ones who 
can inspire their children to walk in the 
ways of Torah.” 

Rav Reines adduces another biblical verse 
to make his point. He refers to the words 
in the very first chapter of the Book of 
Proverbs, in which King Solomon offers 
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this good counsel: “My son, heed the 
discipline (mussar) of your father, and do 
not forsake the instruction (Torah) of your 
mother” (Proverbs 1:8). From this verse, 
it seems that the mother’s message may 
be even more important for the child’s 
guidance than that of his father. After all, 
father merely admonishes the child with 
words of “discipline,” whereas mother 
imparts nothing less than the “instruction” 
of the Torah itself.  

Then comes the tour de force of Rav 
Reines’ essay: the biographical analysis 
of a great Talmudic sage, Rabbi Yehoshua 
ben Chananya. The student of Ethics of 
the Fathers (Pirkei Avot) will recognize 
his name from a passage in Chapter Two 
of that work. There we read of the five 
disciples of Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai. 
They are enumerated, and the praises 
of each of them are recounted. Of Rabbi 
Yehoshua ben Chananya, we learn, “Ashrei 
yoladeto, happy is she who gave birth 
to him.” Of all the outstanding disciples, 
only Rabbi Yehoshua’s mother is brought 
into the picture. What special role did she 
play in his life that earned her honorable 
mention? 

Rav Reines responds by relating an 
important story of which most of us are 
sadly ignorant. The story is recorded 
in Bereshit Rabba 64:10. It tells of a 
time, not long after the destruction of 
the Second Temple by Rome, when the 
Roman rulers decided to allow the Jewish 
people to rebuild the Temple. Preliminary 
preparations were already under way for 
that glorious opportunity when the Kutim, 
usually identified with the Samaritan sect, 
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confounded those plans. They maligned 
the Jews to the Romans and accused them 
of disloyalty. The permission to rebuild 
was revoked.  

Having come so close to realizing this 
impossible dream, the Jews gathered in the 
valley of Beit Rimon with violent rebellion 
in their hearts. They clamored to march 
forth and rebuild the Temple in defiance 
of the Roman’s decree.  

However, the more responsible leaders 
knew that such a provocation would 
meet with disastrous consequences. They 
sought for a respected figure, sufficiently 
wise and sufficiently persuasive, to calm 
the tempers of the masses and to quell the 
mutiny. They chose Rabbi Yehoshua ben 
Chananya for the task. 

The Midrash quotes Rabbi Yehoshua’s 
address in full detail. He used a fable as 
the basis of his argument: A lion had just 
devoured its prey, but a bone of his victim 
was stuck in his throat. The lion offered a 
reward to anyone who would volunteer to 
insert his hand into his mouth to remove 
the bone. The stork volunteered, and 
thrust its long neck into the lion’s mouth 
and extracted the bone.  

When the stork demanded his reward, the 
lion retorted, “Your reward is that you can 
forevermore boast that you had thrust your 
head into a lion’s mouth and lived to tell the 
tale. Your survival is sufficient reward.” So, 
too, argued Rabbi Yehoshua, our survival is 
our reward. We must surrender the hope 
of rebuilding our Temple in the interests 
of our national continuity. There are times 
when grandiose dreams must be forsworn 

so that survival can be assured.  

Rav Reines argues that this combination 
of cleverness and insight into the minds 
of men was the result of his mother’s 
upbringing. The ability to calm explosive 
tempers and sooth raging emotions is 
something that Rabbi Yehoshua learned 
from his mother.  

He was chosen for this vital role in Jewish 
history because the other leaders knew of 
his talents, and perhaps even knew that 
their source was to be traced back to his 
mother, of whom none other than Rabban 
Yochanan ben Zakkai had exclaimed, 
“Happy is she who gave birth to him.”  

This wonderful insight of Rav Reines 
is important for all of us to remember, 
particularly those of us who are raising 
children. Psychologists have long stressed 
the vital roles that mothers play in child 
development. In our religion, we put 
much stress on the father’s role in teaching 
Torah to his children. But we often 
underestimate, and indeed sometimes 
even forget, the role of the mother.  

Our tradition urges us to embrace the role 
of the mother not just in the child’s physical 
and emotional development, but in his or 
her spiritual and religious growth as well.  

We would do well to remember that Rav 
Reines is simply expanding upon God’s 
own edict to Moses at the very inception of 
our history: “Speak to the house of Jacob! 
Speak to the women as well as to the men.” 

Mothers, at least as much as fathers, are 
essential if we are to create a “kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation.” 
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A Nation  
of Leaders

This week’s parsha consists of two 
episodes that seem to constitute a 
study in contrasts. The first is in 

chapter 18. Yitro, Moses’ father-in-law 
and a Midianite Priest, gives Moses his 
first lesson in leadership. In the second 
episode, the prime mover is God Himself 
who, at Mount Sinai, makes a covenant 
with the Israelites in an unprecedented 
and unrepeated epiphany. For the first 
and only time in history God appears 
to an entire people, making a covenant 
with them and giving them the world’s 
most famous brief code of ethics, the Ten 
Commandments.

What can there be in common between 
the practical advice of a Midianite and the 
timeless words of Revelation itself? There 

is an intended contrast here and it is an 
important one. The forms and structures 
of governance are not specifically Jewish. 
They are part of chochmah, the universal 
wisdom of humankind. Jews have known 
many forms of leadership: by Prophets, 
Elders, Judges and Kings; by the Nasi in 
Israel under Roman rule and the Resh 
Galuta in Babylon; by town councils 
(shiva tuvei ha-ir) and various forms of 
oligarchy; and by other structures up to 
and including the democratically elected 
Knesset. The forms of government are 
not eternal truths, nor are they exclusive 
to Israel. In fact, the Torah says about 
monarchy that a time will come when 
the people say, “Let us set a king over us 
like all the nations around us,” – the only 
case in the entire Torah in which Israel 
are commanded (or permitted) to imitate 
other nations. There is nothing specifically 
Jewish about political structures.

What is specifically Jewish, however, is 
the principle of the covenant at Sinai, that 
Israel is the chosen people, the only nation 
whose sole ultimate king and legislator is 
God Himself. “He has revealed His word to 
Jacob, His laws and decrees to Israel. He has 
done this for no other nation; they do not 
know His laws, Halleluyah.” (Psalm 147:19-

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by Dr. Robert 

Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Former Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת  
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 
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20) What the covenant at Sinai established 
for the first time was the moral limits of 
power.1 All human authority is delegated 
authority, subject to the overarching 
moral imperatives of the Torah itself. This 
side of heaven there is no absolute power. 
That is what has always set Judaism apart 
from the empires of the ancient world 
and the secular nationalisms of the West. 
So Israel can learn practical politics from 
a Midianite but it must learn the limits of 
politics from God Himself.

Despite the contrast, however, there is 
one theme in common to both episodes, 
to Yitro and to the revelation at Sinai, 
namely the delegation, distribution and 
democratisation of leadership. Only God 
can rule alone.

The theme is introduced by Yitro. He 
arrives to visit his son-in-law and finds 
him leading alone. He says, “What you are 
doing is not good.” (Ex. 18:17) This is one 
of only two instances in the whole Torah in 
which the words lo tov, “not good”, appear. 
The other is in Genesis (2:18), where God 
says, “It is not good [lo tov] for man to be 
alone.” We cannot lead alone. We cannot 
live alone. To be alone is not good.

Yitro proposes delegation:

You must be the people’s representative 
before God and bring their disputes 
to Him. Teach them His decrees and 
instructions, and show them the way they 

1  For the original illustration of this 
idea, please see Rabbi Sacks’ comments on 
Shifrah and Puah in “Women as Leaders 
(Shemot 5781)”.
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wings and brought you to Myself. Now if 
you obey Me fully and keep My covenant, 
then out of all nations you will be My 
treasured possession. Although the whole 
earth is Mine, you will be for Me a Kingdom 
of Priests and a holy nation.’ (Ex. 19:4-6)

This is a very striking statement. Every 
nation had its priests. In the book of 
Genesis, we encounter Malkizedek, 
Abraham’s contemporary, described as “a 
priest of the most high God.” (Gen. 14:18) 
The story of Joseph mentions the Egyptian 
priests, whose land was not nationalised. 
(Gen. 47:22) Yitro was a Midianite priest. 
In the ancient world there was nothing 
distinctive about priesthood. Every nation 
had its priests and holy men. What was 
distinctive about Israel was that it was 
to become a nation every one of whose 
members was to be a priest; each of whose 
citizens was called on to be holy.

I vividly recall standing with Rabbi Adin 
Steinsaltz in the General Assembly of the 
United Nations in August 2000 at a unique 
gathering of two thousand religious 
leaders representing all the major faiths in 
the world. I pointed out that even in that 
distinguished company we were different. 
We were almost the only religious 
leaders wearing suits. All the others wore 
robes of office. It is an almost universal 
phenomenon that priests and holy people 
wear distinctive garments to indicate that 
they are set apart (the core meaning of 
the word kadosh, “holy”). In post-biblical 
Judaism there were no robes of office 
because everyone was expected to be holy2 

2  This idea reappeared in Protestant 

are to live and how they are to behave. But 
select capable men from all the people—
men who fear God, trustworthy men who 
hate dishonest gain—and appoint them as 
officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties 
and tens. Have them serve as Judges for 
the people at all times, but have them 
bring every difficult case to you; the simple 
cases they can decide themselves. That 
will make your load lighter, because they 
will share it with you. (Ex. 18:19-22)

This is a significant devolution. It means 
that among every thousand Israelites, 
there are 131 leaders (one head of a 
thousand, ten heads of a hundred, twenty 
heads of fifty and a hundred head of tens). 
One in every eight adult male Israelites 
was expected to undertake some form of 
leadership role.

In the next chapter, prior to the revelation 
at Mount Sinai, God commands Moses to 
propose a covenant with the Israelites. In 
the course of this, God articulates what 
is in effect the mission statement of the 
Jewish people:

You yourselves have seen what I did to 
Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ 

OU Israel
mourns the loss of 

HaRav Meshulem Dovid 
Soloveitchik zt'l

a grandson of  Rav Chaim Soloveitchik 
and son of  the 'Griz'. He was a scion of 
the Brisker rabbinic dynasty and headed 

the Yeshiva of  Brisk in  
Givat Moshe, Yerushalayim

ת.נ.צ.ב.ה
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(Theophrastus, a pupil of Aristotle, called 
Jews “a nation of philosophers,” reflecting 
the same idea.3).

Yet in what sense were Jews ever a 
Kingdom of Priests? The Kohanim were 
an elite within the nation, members of 
the tribe of Levi, descendants of Aaron 
the first High Priest. There never was a 
full democratisation of keter kehunah, the 
crown of Priesthood.

Faced with this problem, the commentators 
offer two solutions. The word Kohanim, 
“Priests,” may mean “princes” or “leaders” 
(Rashi, Rashbam). Or it may mean 
“servants” (Ibn Ezra, Ramban). But this 
is precisely the point. The Israelites were 
called on to be a nation of servant-leaders. 
They were the people called on, by virtue 
of the covenant, to accept responsibility 
not only for themselves and their families, 
but for the moral-spiritual state of the 
nation as a whole. This is the principle 
that later became known as the idea that 
kol Yisrael arevin zeh ba-zeh, “All Israelites 
are responsible for one another.” (Shavuot 
39a) Jews were the people who did not 
leave leadership to a single individual, 
however holy or exalted, or to an elite. 
Instead, every one of them was expected 
to be both a prince and a servant; that is 
to say, every one of whom was called on 
to be a leader. Never was leadership more 

Christianity in the phrase “the priesthood of 
all believers,” during the age of the Puritans, 
the Christians who took most seriously 
the principles of what they called the Old 
Testament.
3  See Josephus, Against Apion 1:22.

profoundly democratised.

That is what made Jews historically hard to 
lead. As Chaim Weizmann, first President 
of Israel, famously said, “I head a nation of 
a million presidents.” 

The Lord may be our shepherd, but no 
Jew was ever a sheep. At the same time, 
this is what led Jews to have an impact 
on the world out of all proportion to their 
numbers. Jews constitute only the tiniest 
fragment – one fifth of one per cent of the 
population of the world - but they make 
up an extraordinarily high percentage 
of leaders in any given field of human 
endeavour.

To be a Jew is to be called on to lead.4  

Questions (Around The Shabbat Table)

• How can we be both followers and 
leaders?

• Do you think that, as a people, we need 
to prioritise being better followers or 
greater leaders?

• How will you answer the call to lead?

Covenant and Conversation 5781 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable 
Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks  
zt"l are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ 
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read 
more on www.rabbisacks.org.

4  In the upcoming chapter for parshat 
Kedoshim, we will delve further into the role 
of the follower in Judaism.
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MIDEI CHODESH
B'CHODSHO

BY RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN
Faculty, OU Israel
Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Ahavath 
Torah, Englewood NJ

A Narrow Path

Two monumental events… one 
shared word… a bewildering con-
nection…

Travel back with me for a moment to 
two seminal events that mark our Torah 
reading at this time of the year. Behind 
us, the desperate, dramatic entry of the 
Israelites בתוך הים, “into the midst of the Sea 
[of Reeds].” Next Shabbat, Moshe’s solitary 
climb בתוך הענן, “into the midst of the cloud 
[enveloping Sinai].”

Noting the shared textual appearance of 
the word בתוך, “into the midst,” on these 
two occasions; and deriving evidence from 
the scene at the sea; the rabbis arrive at 
a startling conclusion. On both of these 
occasions, at the sea and at Sinai, the route 

facing the participants was a שביל, a narrow 
pathway.

But wait a moment! A שביל on both 
occasions? How could that be?

Certainly, it makes sense to suggest that a 
narrow path marks Moshe’s point of entry 
into the cloud at Sinai’s summit. He is, after 
all, one man, entering the unknown alone. 

The situation at the sea, however, is 
drastically different. Scholars determine, 
based on the Torah’s figure of 600,00 
army-age men participating in the Exodus; 
that roughly 2.4 million men, women 
and children entered the Sea of Reeds. 
A “narrow pathway” simply would not 
have sufficed. Clearly the scene at Yam Suf 
must have been as we classically picture 
it: a dramatic parting of the waters; the 
miraculous appearance of a huge swath of 
dry land; an avenue for flight afforded to 
the Israelites, en masse. 

How, then, can the rabbis suggest that only 
a narrow pathway was provided for Bnai 
Yisrael’s escape at Yam Suf?

Perhaps the connection drawn by the 
rabbis between the sea and Sinai is actually 
much deeper than first appears… 

Consider Moshe’s first step into the cloud 
at Mt. Sinai. Alone, awestruck, perhaps a 
bit fearful of the unknown, this towering 

OU Israel 
mourns the loss of

HaRav Yitzchok  
Scheiner zt"l

An Israeli - American Rabbi who
became the Rosh Yeshiva of  the famed 

Kamenitz Yeshiva of  Yerushalayim.
His legacy includes thousands of 

talmidim that he nurtured and inspired
ת.נ.צ.ב.ה
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leader begins to slowly draw closer to an 
unfathomable future. How can he possibly 
know what to expect? What destiny awaits 
him and his people in their new-found 
relationship with God? The path Moshe 
faces is constricted in every sense of the 
word. Physically and spiritually, he is on his 
own, as he begins his fateful journey along 
a ,שביל a narrow pathway, leading into the 
darkness at the mountain’s summit.

Now imagine that you are an Israelite 
taking that first step into the sea. 
Surrounded by countless others, you 
are, nonetheless, very much alone. What 
fate, you wonder, awaits as you enter the 
passage between those towering walls of 
water? Will the miracle last long enough 
for you to reach the opposite bank? What 
protection will be afforded from the 
pursuing Egyptian 

hordes? What future awaits your fledgling 
nation, even after possible escape? What is 
the nature of this God who now saves you, 
and what will He want in return?

In spite of the multitudes surrounding 
you, the first step you take into the sea is 
a step taken in isolation; a personal leap of 
faith. Surrounded by crowds, you still walk 

Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
OLD KATAMONOLD KATAMON 135 sqm duplex, private external
elevator, succah
GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY Existing building with permit to
build 250 sqm on a huge lot!
CITY CENTERCITY CENTER 4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies
HOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GANHOLYLAND / RAMAT SHARET / BAYIT V'GAN
Cottage 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah, view, parking !
HAR NOFHAR NOF * 127 sqm duplex, private entrance + garden! 
building permits, lots of potential!
* Unique Villas for sale, 250- 330 sqm + rental units,
outdoor space, parking, view! Many options!

OUT OF JERUSALEM
MODIIN AREA - New ProjectMODIIN AREA - New Project
180 sqm semi detached house, NIS 2,650,000 complete.
YAVNIEL YAVNIEL - Villa + Rental Units! NIS 2,490,000!

RENTALS
RECHAVIA  RECHAVIA  Renovated 1 bdrm wheelchair accessible
OLD KATAMON  OLD KATAMON  Lovely 2 bdrms, un/furnished, 2 balconies
BUSTAN BAKABUSTAN BAKA Brand new building, 3 bdrms, 2.5 bthrms, 
ground oor, large garden, parking, immediate!  
HAR NOFHAR NOF  * Villa, beautiful 6 bedrooms, view!
* Shlav A, 3 bdrms, renovated, garden, view, machsan!

We announce with profound 
sorrow the passing בשיבה טובה 
of  our beloved mother, grandmother, 

and great grandmother

Helen Marcus z"l
Roberta & Shelly Lang and family
Charlie & Julie Marcus and family

Debbie & Irv Chiott and family
ת.נ.צ.ב.ה
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along a שביל, a solitary, narrow pathway…

As I write this article, the world waits to 
see how soon newly delivered vaccines 
might finally bring the year-long COVID 
crisis to a close. What, we wonder, will this 
year’s Purim and Pesach be like? Will we 
be joined by friends and family, or will we, 
once again, be forced to celebrate these 
joyous festivals alone? This year has been, 
for many of us, a year of isolation; a year 
during which we have each walked along 
a narrow personal path of uncertainty.

Perhaps, however, we can turn that alone-
ness to our advantage in a surprising way. 

Purim and Pesach are most often 
celebrated as other-directed festivals; 
times during which we, understandably 
and correctly, focus on the experience of 
those around us, particularly our children 
and grandchildren. 

Given the opportunity, we would certainly 
welcome the chance to so this year, as 
well...

If we are forced to be alone, however, 
perhaps this Yom Tov season can be 
uniquely worthwhile; a time when we 
focus on ourselves; on the critical issues 
that shape our own religious experience. 

Perhaps this is the perfect year to explore 
the mature, complex messages conveyed 
by the festivals before us; the perfect year 
to ask such questions as: What does Purim 
teach us about survival in a world that 
changes on a dime; about the red lines that 
cannot be crossed in our confrontation 
with evil? And Pesach-How does the split 
second separating chametz from matza 
symbolically mirror the crucial moments 
of our lives, moments that can easily pass 
by without our notice? Why is the Seder 
constructed as it is and how does the eve-
ning’s flow inform us about our place in 
Jewish history? These and so many other 
questions can be the stuff of which this 
year’s festival experience is made, as we 
each probe the parameters of our own 
spiritual connection. Such exploration is 
sure to enhance, not only our own obser-
vance, but also our ability to share with 
others -when the welcome opportunity 
returns, b’ezrat HaShem, in years to come.

There are times in life when we are each 
forced to walk along a שביל, a solitary, 
narrow personal path that is uniquely our 
own. As challenging as that journey may 
be, it can also be positively transformative, 
as it was for Moshe and Bnai Yisrael those 
many centuries ago.

Rabbi Goldin is the author of the OU press 
volumes “Unlocking the Torah Text,” and 
“Unlocking the Haggada.

May the learning is this issue
be dedicated in loving memory and

our dear father לעילוי נשמת

Irving Maisel z"l
ר' ישראל בן פסח ז"ל

On his 11th yahrtzeit כ"ד שבט
The Maisel, Bodenheim & Gottlieb Families

לע"נ
 לאה אלקלע חיה

 בת הרב שמואל יהודה ע"ה
נבל"ע שבת פ' יתרו, כ"ב שבט, תש"ס
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Private Land for Sale  
in Zichron Yaakov

For more information: Sagiv 055-6673308  
Office 03-5774277

Excellent 
investment potential 
Agricultural Land
Broker: 
Rabbi Moshe Kenan, 
educator, lecturer

Starting from 
80,000 NIS

/Dunam 

בס"ד
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The choice of this week’s haftarah, 
one that describes Yishayahu’s 
vision of the heavenly throne, is 

meant to bring us back to the focus of 
the parasha – i.e. the Sinaitic experience, 
when all of Israel saw Hashem’s glory. And 
yet, this glorious, magnificent vision of the 
Divine Glory, of His mighty throne, of the 
Serafim calling out to each other “Kadosh, 
Kadosh Kadosh” - all of that is then followed 
by the charge to inform the people of the 
impending destruction of their homes, 
their land and their lives. Perhaps by 
taking a broader view of the story we may 
reach a deeper understanding of the navi’s 
message and of his mission.

“Bshnat Mot HaMelech Uziyahu” – these 
words that open our haftarah this week, 
pinpoint the date when the navi Yishayahu 
began his service as a navi. Based upon this 
opening verse, most meforshim recognize 
this nevuah that took place in the year in 
which King Uziyahu died, as the very first 
prophecy granted to Yishayahu, despite the 
fact that it is found in the sixth perek. And, 
although it is common to find the dating 
of prophecies in the books of Yirmiyahu, 
Yechezkel, Zecharya and others, it is 
not so common in Sefer Yishayahu. Rav 
Menachem Leibtag suggests that there 
is significance in the fact that the date 
is mentioned here, and that Yishayahu 
began his service in the very year of 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

King Uziyahu’s death. Additionally, he 
suggests, we can learn much about the 
navi’s message by understanding the 
background of that era and its challenges.

So, what was happening then?

The establishment of the monarchy by 
King David, followed by the construction 
of the first Beit HaMikdash by his son 
Shlomo, undoubtedly marked a high point 
in Jewish history. 

For the first time since the Exodus, the 
country was finally united, its borders se-
cure and its economy strong. Even the reli-
gious level of the people was at a high point, 
as idol worship, so widespread during the 
time period of the Shofetim, had been 
eradicated through the efforts of Shmuel, 
Shaul HaMelech and David HaMelech.

One generation later, however, the 
monarchy split. Idolatry returned. The 
‘golden years’ were over. But several 
generations later, during the reign of 
Yerovam ben Yoash, King of Israel, and 
Uziyahu, King of Yehuda, that harmony, 
prosperity, and security finally returned, 
and idol worship as well was being 
reduced (Melachim B 14: 23-28) 

During this prosperous time of the now 
powerful kingdoms of Kings Uziyahu 
and Yerovam, the prophets hoped for a 
national religious reawakening as well. 
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For the first time in several hundred years, 
a time period as glorious as the days of 
David & Shlomo was achievable! But what 
occurs, and what is described in the earlier 
chapters of Sefer Yishayahu, is how the 
people used their newly found prosperity 
to demand more- they became greedy 
with their demands and haughty from 
their wealth.

Rav Leibtag beautifully teaches us that the 
vision of Yishayahu may NOT be one of 
G-d’s glory ENTERING the Temple but one 
of LEAVING the Temple-only “shulav” (the 
skirts of His robe) are filling the heichal be-
cause He is departing, His glory is being re-
moved. And this is why the angels respond 
“m’lo chol ha’aretz k’vodo”, His glory will 
now fill the entire land, no longer kept in 
the Temple, which would be destroyed.

In effect, from the very beginning of his 
nevuah, from the first vision, Yishayahu 
foresaw  G-d’s anger and His impending 
punishment of Israel for their misuse of 
the blessings of prosperity and security 
He had bestowed upon them. And that 
is why it was important to note that the 
prophecy was given during the final year 
of Uziyahu’s reign, a reign during which 
Israel had the potential to meet Hashem’s 
goal for them but, by its end, it had already 
become clear that the society had failed to 
reach that goal. 

And, in the end, will we succeed to reach 
Hashem’s desired goal for us? 

Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History 
lectures can be viewed by visiting the OU 
Israel Video archive: https://www.ouisrael.
org/video-library/

PLASTICWARE
AND
AMERICAN PRODUCTS

600+
fancy and basic plasticware · American household products 

plasticware & more

G d

Goldrim.co.il            

058.462.7769          

Goldrimplastics
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Torah = 
Derech Eretz
ָלֶה֗ם   ֣ ְוֽהוַֹדְעתָּ ְוֶאת־ַהּתוֹרֹ֑ת  ֖ים  ֻחקִּ ֶאת־הַֽ ֶאְתֶה֔ם  ֣ה  ְוִהְזַהְרתָּ

ּון )שמות י”ח כ(  ֲעשֽׂ ֥ר יַֽ ֖ה ֲאשֶׁ ֲעשֶׂ ֶ֨רְך֙ ֵיְ֣לכּו ָבּ֔ה ְוֶאת־ַהמַּֽ ֶאת־ַהדֶּ

And you shall admonish them concerning 
the statutes and the teachings, and you 
shall make known to them the way they 
shall go and the deed[s] they shall perform 
(Shemos 18:20). 

Yisro observes the way in which Moshe 
handles the inquiries of the people and 
suggests a more efficient, hierarchical 
approach. Before Yisro offers his solution, 
he advises Moshe to teach the people 
certain items, which are enumerated in 
the pasuk cited above. The Gemara in Bava 
Metzia (30b) interprets each word in the 
pasuk as reflecting a mitzva to perform, 
or a praiseworthy act that one should 
undertake towards another. Essentially 
certain middos that one should exemplify 
in the performance of mitzvos ben adam 

l’chavero. “Derech” relates to g’milus 
chasadim (acts of kindness); “asher 
yelchu” relates to bikur cholim (visiting 
the ill); “Bah” relates to kevura (burial); 
“v’es hamaase” relates to din (judgement); 
“asher ya’asun” relates to lifnim meshuras 
hadin (beyond the letter of the law). 

Typically, a judge is not one who teaches 
ethics, rather it is someone who enforces 
the law. Yet, Yisro is instructing Moshe to 
be sure to not just teach the people the 
strict laws, but to include in his teaching 
the way in which one should conduct 
himself – the midda of derech eretz. Yisro 
got it right. The Torah does not just set 
forth rules and regulations, it establishes 
a way of life! One who transmits Torah to 
others, has to serve as a personal example 
of a righteous individual.  

Perhaps this can be connected to a 
fundamental thought expressed by Rav 
Ovadiah of Bartenura. He asks why Pirkei 
Avos begins with a description of the 
transmission of the Torah from Moshe 
at Sinai to the time of the Tanna’im. This 
would have been appropriate for the 
beginning of the first tractate, Masseches 
Brachos to illustrate the transition from 
the Written Torah to the Oral Torah, but 
not for Pirkei Avos, which appears at 
the end of Seder Nezikin. Rav Ovadiah 
suggests that this is exactly the point.

In loving memory of 
Dorothy Devorah Sobel Glickler ע"ה

on her tenth yahrzeit, 26 Sh'vat
Dedicated by her daughter

Esther Glickler Chazon
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It is not necessary to be told that Moshe 
received the Torah from Sinai at the 
beginning of Eiruvin or Temura. Where 
else would such laws originate? One may 
hypothesize, however, that ethics, such 
as those that appear in Pirkei Avos, are 
from humans. The grave danger with 
such a belief is that man can redefine 
ethical and moral behaviors and adapt 
them to societal norms. It is critical for us 
to understand that the ethical and moral 
precepts of Pirkei Avos were God-given, 
received by Moshe at Mount Sinai, and 
transmitted to subsequent generations. 
These are principles that cannot be 
adapted or compromised. As we have 
witnessed all too often, leaving morality 
to be defined by mortal beings can lead 
to tragedy. When defining moral and 
ethical principles and behaviors, it is our 
duty and obligation to answer to a Higher 
Authority.

May we be careful in our performance 
of mitzvos. While fulfilling a command 
“ben adam l’makom” one is not granted 
carte blanche authority to trample over 
a mitzva ben adam l’chavero. We have to 
perform mitzvos, while being sensitive to 
any adverse consequences our acts may 
have on others. Both are divre Elokim 
chayim!  A true oved Hashem is one who 
acts compassionately to others while 
fulfilling all of the precepts of the Torah. 

Talbieh- 4-5 room apts. good exposures. 
Shabbat elevator, machsan and parking.

Katamon - 5 room garden apt., 130m, 
renovated, parking, close to shtiblech.

Rechavia -  5 rooms, 2.5 baths,  renovated, 
light, bright, close to shopping and 
transportation.

Baka -  5 room penthouse with terraces, 
Shabbat elevator, parking, immediate entry. 
12,200nis

Talbieh - Pinsker building, long term 
rental, Shabbat elevator, parking, shul in 
building.

For Sale

For rent
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FOR SALEFOR SALE

SHIFFY SHNELLERSHIFFY SHNELLER
REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

052-2639702  |  www.shneller.co.il
Shiffy@shneller co.il

LET'S COMBINE YOUR
VISION WITH OUR EXPERTISE.
Visit our website www.danielokun.com
Write us an email at okun.architecture@gmail.com
Drop us a line at +972-50-875-1845

DANIEL OKUN
ARCHITECT
We specialize in plans for

house-building and renovation,

Synagogues and public buildings.

בס"ד

WE CAN HELP YOU!
CHECK  OUT  OUR  SERVICES :

House Design, Kitchen Renovation,
Bathroom Renovation, Home Extensions,

and Attic Conversion.
Checking Building Rights,

Submission of Building Permits.

Tell us your vision and we'll do our best to
bring it to life!Mazal Tov to 

Pearl & Rabbi Aaron Borow
and family on the birth of a 

GREAT GRANDDAUGHTER
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Timely 
Teshuvah

Am Yisrael continue their journey 
from Egypt through the Sinai 
desert. The Torah tells us that 

they left Refidim and came to Har Sinai 
(Shemot 19;2). Yet we already know the 
Jews were coming from Refidim. As we 
are aware, nothing is repetitive in Torah, 
what information is being added here? 
Rashi explains that just as Bnei Yisrael 
approached the area of Har Sinai in a 
state of teshuvah, likewise, when leaving 
Refidim the people were engaged in 
teshuvah. Rashi’s explanation leaves us a 
bit perplexed. If they already did teshuvah 
when leaving Refidim, why did they need 
to do teshuvah once again when coming to 
Har Sinai? Further, why is teshuvah at this 
juncture so crucial?

The Netziv in his commentary Haemek 
Davar, explains that preparation is 
fundamental when advancing in holiness. 
As the Jewish people were about to 
experience the most quintessential event 

of their lives, it was not sufficient to 
prepare themselves upon arriving at Har 
Sinai, the groundwork needed to be laid 
before that.

Rav Weissblum in He’arat Derech, notes 
that before doing any mitzvah, one should 
ask two important questions; first, “what 
am I about to do?” Second, “For whom am 
I about to do this?”  These questions enable 
us to achieve the proper mindset and 
allows the mitzvah to be truly experienced, 
not simply be a series of meaningless 
motions. To the extent one prepares, one 
connects more deeply and fully.

Our frame of mind creates all the 
difference. The gemara recounts the story 
of Rabi Chiya’s extensive efforts to ensure 
that Torah would not be forgotten from 
among the people. Rabi Chiya sowed flax 
seeds. He used the flax to make nets to 
trap deer, from the deer hides he made 

Bilu st. 2 - 110m, duplex, 8 stairs to get into building, 
elevator to 1st  floor, 3 bedrooms & 2 bathrooms on 
bottom floor, kitchen, living room, dining room, library 
and guest toilet on main floor, 20m Sukka terrace, Asking 
price 4.9 M Shekels
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, 
Arab house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard 
of renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking 2,550,000 dollars
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parchment on which he wrote the Torah 
scrolls. Rabi Chiya was personally involved 
in the entire process to guarantee that the 
scrolls from which the Torah was to be 
taught would be infused with the proper 
intentions. It is said in the name of the 
Gra that if the members of a shul would 
be careful to focus their intentions in 
preparing the materials for the building 
and concentrate completely on the holy 
task of building the shul, then all the 
tefilot said in that shul would have perfect 
kavanah. The Gra notes that it is for this 
reason that many Tanaim and Amoraim 
would learn and teach outdoors under 
trees. They knew they could not ensure 
that the houses and buildings were built 
with the most perfect intentions and did 
not want less than impeccable energy to 
affect the purity of their learning.

The core element of teshuvah is being 
mindful and focused. Am Yisrael under-
stood that to access the realm of kedushah 
they must immerse themselves in prepara-
tion. Teshuvah is not a one-time affair, we 
must be in a constant state of working and 
improving ourselves. Is it any wonder we 
have the brachah of teshuvah in our dav-
ening 3 times daily? This is the key to a life 
of kedushah; an awareness that this is the 
type of life we live. 

Mazal Tov to the 
Chernofsky and Schler families 

on the Bar Mitzva  
of their grandson 

Naveh
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Dedicated L'Iluy Nishmas HaChaver 
Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l 

Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

The Gift  
of Torah

Rav Yitzchak Zilber, zt’l, legendary 
champion of Russian Jewry, 
was a humble talmid chacham 

and teacher whose incredible self 
sacrifice and dedication inspired and 
strengthened generations of Jews. Having 
been imprisoned in gulags of the former 
Soviet Union, he escaped to Tashkent and 
later arrived in Eretz Yisrael, where he 
continued his efforts in teaching Torah 
around the clock. Rav Yosef Shalom 
Elyashiv, zt’l, referred to him as “one of 
the lamed vav tzadikim”, one of the hidden 
righteous ones whose presence supports 
the entire world. Thousands of Russian 
olim to the Holy Land sought his counsel 
and Torah instruction. 

A student of Rav Zilber, Rav Sholom 
Ber Gorelick, once met a taxi driver in 
Yerushalayim who was originally  from 
Tashkent. He inquired if the driver had 
ever heard of or met Rav Zilber. “Of course! 
We lived there at the same time.” The 
driver then said, “I must tell you, when Rav 

Zilber found out I was living in Israel, he 
called me and asked: ‘I would like to order 
a taxi ride, can you please pick me up at 
my home?’ When I asked where he needed 
to go, he wouldn’t say, only that he would 
pay according to the meter. We traveled 
all around the city, driving in circles, and 
after an hour, we had returned to the place 
where we had started. Throughout the 
ride, Rav Zilber shared words of Torah and 
stories, and encouraged me to be proud of 
my heritage. Until this day, I don’t know 
the specific purpose for which he hired me, 
other than to strengthen my Yiddishkeit. 
Today I am shomer Shabbos, and no small 
part as a result of that cab ride!” 

Despite Rav Zilber’s intensive schedule, 
for more than a decade, he traveled to 
Neve Yaakov from his home in Sanhedria 
for a weekly shiur that consisted of two 
older Russian women who had emigrated 
to Israel. Rav Zilber, who was known for 
his careful shemiras ha-z’man, spent a 
disproportionate amount of time traveling 
to teach them each week. Recalling those 
shiurim, Mrs. Mira Vasbin said, “We lived 
off those weekly lessons; it’s all we had to 
sustain us.”

After one learning session, as Rav Zilber 
was leaving, he overheard one of the 
women remark, “I don’t understand why 
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the Rav makes time for us two ‘aunties’. 
He could be teaching a large shiur of bnei 
Torah in Yerushalayim.” Rav Zilber whirled 
around, with a  shocked look on his face. 
“Don’t you understand?” he exclaimed, 
incredulously, “The Ribbono shel Olam 
gave the Torah to all of Am Yisrael; every 
single one of us has an equal portion in it!” 

In our sedra this week, Matan Torah was 
experienced by three million Jews — men, 
women and children. “And Moshe went 
up to God. Hashem called to him from the 
mountain, saying, ְוַתגֵּיד ַיֲעקֹב  ְלֵבית  תֹאַמר   ּכֹה 
ָרֵאל  Thus shall you say to the house“ ,ִלְבֵני ִישְׂ
of Yaakov and declare to the children of 
Israel” (19:3). Rashi points out that the 
men and the women each experienced 
the transmission of Torah in a tone and 
wording best suited to them. Everyone 
participated and experienced revelation 
on their own terms, and everyone forever 
shares their own portion in the Torah that 
was given at Har Sinai. 

“Israel was crowned with three crowns: 
the crown of Torah, the crown of the 
priesthood, and the crown of royalty. The 
crown of the priest went to Aharon and his 

sons… the crown of royalty was won by 
David… the crown of Torah stands before 
all Israel, open and ready, as it states: ּתֹוָרה 
ַיֲעקֹב ת  ְקִהלַּ ה  ה מוָֹרשָׁ ָלנּו משֶׁ  Moshe taught“ ,ִצוָּה 
us the Torah; it is an inheritance to the 
Nation of Yacov,” (and therefore) anyone 
who wishes to take it may come and take!” 
(Ramabam, Hilchos Talmud Torah, 3:1)

The pasuk quoted by the Rambam, 
Morasha, Kehillas Yaakov, “an inheritance 
to the Nation of Yaakov” (Devarim 33:4), 
points to the ‘democratic’ nature of 
Torah; it belongs to the entire collective 
of the Jewish People, to men, women and 
children, of all ages, stages and abilities. 
Indeed, in our daily birchas haTorah, 
blessings over Torah study, we refer to 
Hashem as ָרֵאל ִישְׂ ְלַעּמוֹ  ּתוָֹרה  ד   Who...“ ,ַהְמַלמֵּ
teaches Torah to His People, Israel”. That 
means everyone Each and every one of 
us!

As we revisit Kabbalas haTorah this week, 
may we remember that we have our 
own special portion in Torah, in the tone 
and wording best suited to us. And may 
we renew our commitment to walk in 
Hashem’s ways by sharing Torah teachings 
with others — whomever they may be. 
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SUN, FEB 7 MON, FEB 8 TUE, FEB 9 WED, FEB 10 THURS, FEB 11

9:00 AM
Rabbi Ian Pear 
Meaning in Mitzvot 
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/83538640996 

10:15 AM
Rabbi Baruch Taub
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/615813416

11:30 AM
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Unlocking the Messages 
of Chazal 
https://zoom.us/j/488542635 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

4:30PM Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

8:00 PM
Rabbi Ari Kahn
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/2624570009

9:00 AM
Rabbi David Walk Tehillim 
– Divine Poetry https://zoom.
us/j/92253147141

10:15 AM
Rabbi Aharon Adler The 
Giants Who Shaped Modern 
Orthodoxy https://zoom.
us/j/403831319

11:30 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak 
Breitowitz
Mishlei: Wisdom for Life 
(L’Ayla) 
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/82280847618

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld
Men’s Gemara Chabura S,T,TH 
https://zoom.us/j/887981820

4:30 PM
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 
Men’s Gemara B’Iyun 
S,M,W,Th
https://zoom.
us/j/86466998217

9:15 AM
Mrs. Pearl Borow
Sefer Ezra (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.us/j/144986284

10:30 AM
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider 
Rav Soloveitchik on the Parsha
https://zoom.us/j/700303855  

11:45 AM
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Ethics, family and society 
in the writings of Rav 
Hirsch, Rav Kook and Rav 
Soloveitchik https://zoom.
us/j/81925157325

4:30PM
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

7:00 PM
Rabbi Baruch Taub 
Parshat HaShavua
https://zoom.us/j/888974573

9:00 PM
Rabbi Sam Shor 
Penimiut HaTorah- Inspiration 
from the Masters of Jewish 
Thought facebook.com/OUIsrael

9:00 AM
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz 
Minchat  Chinuch 
https://zoom.
us/j/89983298537

9:15 AM
Mrs. Shira Smiles 
Torah Tapestries (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.us/j/98629920642

10:30 AM
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin 
Parshat HaShavua 
https://zoom.us/j/195174554 

2:00 PM 
Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

5:00 PM
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz 
Chazal:Insights Into Our Times 
(L’Ayla) 
https://zoom.
us/j/85177782268

9:00 AM 
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel 
Halacha and Medina
https://zoom.us/j/6878683646

10:15 AM
Rabbi Anthony Manning 
Contemporary Issues in Halacha 
and Hashkafa https://zoom.
us/j/460662359

11:30 AM 
Rabbi Alan Kimche 
Great Jewish Thinkers
https://zoom.us/j/772450422

4:30PM  
Rabbi Hillel Ruvell 

7:00 PM  Rabbi Baruch 
Taub Halacha  
https://zoom.us/j/709706986 

8:30 PM Rabbi Ezra 
Friedman Practical Kashrut 
https://zoom.us/j/698124792 

8:30 PM 
Rav Meir Goldwicht (Hebrew) 
Parshat Hashavua 
https:// zoom.us/j/2244321902
Passcode: 18

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/

MISSED A CLASS?
 You can watch the 
recording at www.
ouisrael.org/video-library

PLEASE NOTE:
Password for classes 
is: ouisrael

*L’AYLA CLASSES ARE 
FOR WOMEN ONLY

LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK

WATCH US ON 
YOU TUBE

8:00PM Special Event
Developing Healthy 
Boundaries in Dating
JCHAT event for single 
women
https:// zoom.
us/j/84863470458

9:00AM-1:00PM 
Special Event
Rosh Chodesh Adar 
Seminar for Women
https://zoom.
us/j/86063237516

OU Israel at          Online Shiurim & Programs  in the comfort of your Home
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SUN, FEB 7 MON, FEB 8 TUE, FEB 9 WED, FEB 10 THURS, FEB 11
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us/j/89983298537

9:15 AM
Mrs. Shira Smiles 
Torah Tapestries (L’Ayla)
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OU Israel at          Online Shiurim & Programs  in the comfort of your Home
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Tuesday, February 9, 8:00pm
Join the continuing conversation for a healthier sisterhood, with a 

new workshop on boundaries. What gets in the way of setting healthy 
boundaries, how to trust your intuition, how to say no & how to process 

your emotional experiences around boundaries

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84863470458
password: ouisrael

Join The Jerusalem Community for 
Anglos & Torah for a unique workshop for women

Developing healthy 
boundaries in dating 

with Raizel Druxman

FREE OF 
CHARGE!

 Jerusalem Community Hub
for Anglos & Torah

OU ISRAEL CENTER     l   WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG      l   02-560-9100

22 KEREN HAYESOD ST., YERUSHALAYIM   l   REGISTER ONLINE AT: WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG/EVENTS/ADAR-SEMINAR/

VIRTUAL ROSH CHODESH 
ADAR SEMINAR FOR WOMEN

9:00 – 9:20  Masks, Masks, and Masks
Zemira Ozarowski
  
9:20 -10:05 From Safety to Salvation: Purim 
Behind the Mask Rabbi Sam Shor
 
10:10 – 11:00 Getting Behind the Mask: 
An Adar and Esther Reflection on COVID-19
Yael Gelertner

11:00 - 11:10   Introducing the L’Ayla 
Tehillim Circle

11:10- 12:00  The Miracle Behind the Gulf 
War Gas Masks – Personal Story
Short film clip by Rabbi Hanoch Teller

12:00 – 12:45   World Mask 
Rabbi Akiva Tatz, Senior Lecturer, JLE

Women Reaching Higher

In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a”h 
מרת חיה סאשא בת ר’ יוסף הלל

Thursday, February 11, Shevat 29 , 9:00AM - 1:00PM

For detailed schedule of speakers and to register -  www.ouisrael.org/adar2021 
Join us at https://zoom.us/j/86063237516

Password: ouisrael
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SUN. FEB. 14TH  9:30AM EST / 4:30PM ISRAEL TIME

No matter where you live or how far away you are 
from your grandchildren, here’s your chance to learn 

and bond with your grandchildren in Grades 1-5!!

For more details and to register: 
www.ouisrael.org/events/grandparents

OU Israel Kids’ Kollel & Herzog College present:

A PRE-PURIM ZOOM 
EXTRAVAGANZA

 FOR GRANDPARENTS & GRANDCHILDREN!!

Join OUr Purim Campaign
Give Pre-Purim Mishloach Manot 

to heroic IDF soldiers, including OU Israel Youth Centers alumni 
Target goal: 555 Mishloach Manot  

Price: $18 / NIS 70

Phone: 058-7113251  / Email:  Youthcenters@ouisrael.org
or donate through our website:  www.ouisrael.org/purim

Especially these days, when we are all isolated and distant
 it’s important to give our soldiers the feeling that they are not alone!
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 8:00PM

OU ISRAEL CENTER     l   WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

A Special Shiur with Rabbi Zev Leff, shlita

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81293948298
passcode: ouisrael

A Lot about the Lots
THE INNER MESSAGE OF PURIM  
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SHIUR SPONSORS
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin’s shiurim have been 

sponsored by a generous donor

Rabbi Manning’s shiurim for the 2021 academic 
year have been sponsored anonymously in the 

merit of an aliya neshama for  
Matisyahu ben Yisrael z”l,  

Aharon ben Menachem Lev z”l and  
Eliana bat Yaakov a”h

Rabbi Kimche’s shiurim for the 2021 academic year 
have been sponsored anonymously in the merit  

of a refuah shelaima for Janet bat Hannah

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Parshat HaShavua Shiur is 
sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation  

Tuesday, Jan. 19 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur  
was sponsored by Shmuel and Alan Gordon  

in memory of their mother,  
Malka Gordon a”h, who yahrzeit was on 6 Sh’vat

Sunday, Jan. 31 - Rabbi Breitowitz,
Monday, Feb. 1, Rebbetzin Pearl Borow & 

Tuesday, Feb. 2,  Rabbi Breitowitz
shiurim were all sponsored by Tzivi Naiman  
in loving memory of her wonderful husband  

Dr. Robert Segal, Yerachmiel ben Mordechai 
Halevi & Chana Golda Zalman z”l  

on his first Yahrzeit, 18 Shevat

Sunday, Feb 7 - Rabbi Adler’s shiur &  
Monday, Feb 8 - Pearl Borow’s shiur  

are sponsored by Ruhama Ben-David,  
Naomi Lifshitz, Carol Kimche and families  

in loving memory of their parents, 
Al and Evelyn Sterman z”l

לעילוי נשמת חוה חיה בת מתתיהו ע”ה -  כז שבט
                                                                                                                 אברהם יצחק בן אהרון יוסף הלוי ז”ל - כט שבט

Tuesday, Feb 9 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur  
is sponsored for a

רפואה שלימה לכל חולי עם ישראל -  אמן
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is proud to present

NEW FRONTIERS IN KOSHER:

UAE, BAHRAIN AND MOROCCO

KOSHER
CERTIFICATION

SERVICE

For more information 
contact Rabbi Eli Eleff at 
koshereducation@ou.org

Register at www.oukosher.org/frontiers

Sunday February 21, 2021  •  ט' אדר תשפ"א
9am Pacific / 12pm Eastern / 7pm Israel

COME LEARN ABOUT
• these growing kosher markets  • what it takes to 
provide kosher certification • what a traveler can 

expect in these areas • travel tips
Q&A to follow.

OU Kosher       in conjunction with

DANSDEALS. COM
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

In our sedra this week, we are 
introduced to a phrase that is a 
familiar refrain for so many of us.

The Torah tells us:

֥יל ֶאְתֶכ֛ם ִמיַּ֥ד ִמְצַרִ֖ים ּוִמיַּ֣ד  ֨ר ִהצִּ רּ֣וְך ה’ ֲאשֶׁ   ַוּיֹאֶמר֮ ִיְתרוֹ֒ בָּ

ִים ַ֖חת ַיד־ִמְצרָֽ יל֙ ֶאת־ָהָע֔ם ִמתַּ ֤ר ִהצִּ ְרעֹ֑ה ֲאשֶׁ פַּ

“And Yitro said - Baruch Hashem - 
Blessed be Hashem, who delivered you 
from the Egyptians and from Paroh, and 
who delivered the people from under the 
hand of the Egyptians...” 

Rabbi Baruch HaLevi Epstein in his 
commentary on the Chumash, Torah 
Temima,  points to the Gemara in Brachot 
(54a) which teaches us:

הנס על  לברך  שחייבים   From here (this -מכאן 
statement of Baruch Hashem, made by 
Yitro) we learn that one is required to recite 
a blessing and acknowledge a miracle...

The Gemara in Sanhedrin (94a), points 
out something interesting related to this 
verse as well:

“It was taught in the name of Rebbi 
Papeyas: It is an embarrassment for Moshe 
and the six hundred thousand adult men 
of the children of Israel whom he led out 
of Egypt that they did not acknowledge 
or bless Hashem, until Yitro came and 
said: “Baruch Hashem.”  

The Tiferet Shlomo, the Rebbe of Radomsk 

zy’a, asks regarding these two maamarei 
Chazal: 

How are we to understand this - surely Klal 
Yisrael uttered thousands of expressions 
of thanks to Hashem following their 
departure from Egypt, indeed they sang out 
with songs of praise as the sea split beneath 
them. However, Yitro praises and thanks 
Hashem for the miracles that were done 
on behalf of Bnai Yisrael, not miracles he 
himself experienced or witnessed.- Baruch 
Hashem asher Hitzil etchem - Blessed is 
Hashem who delivered you!!!

Yitro teaches us a very important 
principle, says the Rebbe of Radomsk. It 
is one thing to acknowledge and praise 
and thank Hakadosh Baruch Hu, when 
we ourselves experience miracles, and 
receive divine chesed and compassion, 
but it is an entirely different and higher 
spiritual plain, to be able to express our 
praise and thanks to Hashem, when He 
bestows kindness upon others.

Yehi Ratzon, may we each merit to 
heed this beautiful teaching from the 
Tiferet Shlomo zy’a,  and always find the 
capacity to not only empathize and feel 
connected to one another, but also merit 
to realize and acknowledge Hashem’s 
chesed which is present all around us, 
in our own lives and in the lives of our 
neighbors. 
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Temperature 
for Kashering 
(continued)

Our Sages (Avodah Zara 75b) taught 
an essential rule regarding kash-
ering utensils, kebol’o kach polto, 

meaning “the way it is absorbed is the 
way it is released.” This rule relates to the 
method of kashering but not the tempera-
ture. Regarding hag’alah (kashering with 
hot water), early authorities note that the 
water must be boiling hot. The OU ideal-
ly requires a temperature of 212°F. Howu-
ever, Rav Belsky ruled that in certain cas-
es a lower temperature of 190°F may be  
relied on.

Cases of need

Spray drying is a method of turning liquid 
into powder. The liquid is sprayed through 
nozzles (spray balls) in a large chamber. A 
spray dryer is kashered by pre-heating the 
chamber and then running an extended 
stream of near-boiling water through the 
spray balls. Since it is impossible to reach 
212°F in this process, the OU suffices with 
190°F water. This temperature is likewise 
sufficient when kashering other factory 
machinery under similar conditions. 

Based on experience in the field, the OU 
recommends to mashgichim and Rabbinic 
Field Representatives to insist on 195°F as 
a lowest temperature for kashering, thus 
allowing a 5° cushion, since thermometers 
are not always calibrated precisely and 
because there are often fluctuations.     

Kashering with steam 

Another issue involving temperature and 
kashering in the field is the question of 
steam (see Maharsham 1:92). Based on the 
rule kebol’o kach polto, if machinery is used 
to cook with hot steam there should be no 
problem using hot steam to kasher the 
machinery (Pri Chadash YD 121:15). This 
is the common practice when kashering 
a microwave. However, using steam to 
kasher a utensil that cooked hot liquid is 
a dispute amongst later authorities. Rav 
Moshe Feinstein (Igrot Moshe YD 1:60), in 
discussing this subject, is very uncertain 
if such a kashering process is acceptable. 
The OU does not allow the use of hot steam 
to kasher a utensil used with hot liquid.

Kashering utensils used for hot oils

In factories that heat and manufacture 
hot oils, in most cases the oils are heated 
to a temperature much higher than 212°F. 
Later authorities discuss if the hot water 
would need to be at that same higher 
temperature (which is generally not 

OU KASHRUT
PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

possible) in order to properly kasher such 
machinery. Responsa Betzel HaChochma 
(3:55) brings a number of proofs that 
boiling water removes all absorbed flavor 
from a utensil, even if the original cooking 
temperature was higher than 212°F (the 
same would theoretically apply when 
kashering deep fryers). The OU relies on 
this when kashering machinery that uses 
high temperatures.

Maintaining temperature

When kashering multiple utensils, it is 
important to maintain boiling tempera-
ture. Early authorities (see Tamim De’im 
25) emphasize that when performing 
hag’alah, it is essential that the hot water 
remain boiling throughout the process. 
Based on this, all authorities (Mishna 
Berura 452:6) rule that when kashering 
numerous utensils, one must wait after 
each item in order for the water to re-
boil. The same is true in industrial kash-
ering; a heating system of pumps should 
be used to maintain boiling temperature. 
It is common to use these pumps when 
kashering long conveyer belts and large 

surfaces, in order to maintain high heat 
throughout the kashering process. 

To summarize:

• In cases where machinery cannot 
tolerate 212°F water, the OU will allow 
kashering at 190°F, but no less.

• It is recommended that Rabbinic 
Field Representatives add a five-
degree cushion because of thermostat 
inaccuracies.

• Utensils that cook in steam can be 
kashered by steam, but utensils used 
to cook liquids cannot be kashered by 
steam.

• Machinery that uses liquids at tem-
peratures above 212°F can still be kash-
ered by using boiling (212°F) water.

• It is essential to maintain a boiling 
temperature throughout the entire 
kashering process. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432

www.translationsandadvocacyforolimhadashim.com

Mazal Tov to  
Deena & Steve Sattler 
and family on the birth of 

(another) GRANDDAUGHTER
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

A Singular 
Moment

The Torah’s description of the 
Almighty’s revelation at Sinai 
contains a noticeable peculiarity. 

Two of the greatest commentators, Rashi 
and Ramban, were both puzzled by the 
following oddity: Why does God use the 
singular tense when speaking to the entire 
nation of Israel?

ית ֲעָבִדים ר הוֵֹצאִתיָך ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמְצַרִים ִמבֵּ  ָאנִֹכי ה’ ֱאלֹקיָך, ֲאשֶׁ

Generally throughout the Torah when God 
addresses the nation as a whole plural 
language is used. An example most familiar 
to us may be the one found at the end of 
Kriat Shema. “Ani Hashem Elokeichem…” 

I am Lord Your God [for all of you]”. In 
contrast, the Ten Commandments opens 
using the terminology, “Anochi Hashem 
Elokeicha…” I am the Lord Your God [each 
of you individually].

Moreover, the Ramban bolsters this quan-
dary by pointing out the verses immedi-
ately following the Ten Commandments 
are addressed to the people in the plural. 
Why then the shift here in the decalogue?

Ramban: Speaking to Every Individual

Based on the approach of the early 
rishonim, Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik zt”l 
offered three powerful answers. Each 
explanation touches on a foundational 
principle in Judaism.

The Rav opened with the answer of the 
Ramban (Noraot HaRav, Vol. 12, Schreiber, 
p.112):

“In order to warn each individual that if 
he will transgress or violate the mitzvot, 
he will be punished, God addressed 
Himself to each individual separately, 
and not to the community as a collective, 
as a group, as a conglomerate. Each 
individual separately was commanded 
and instructed, so that they should not 
be misled into thinking that God will deal 
with the group, and the individual will 
be saved with them” (Ramban, Shemot 
20:2).

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
New Building in Arnona/Talpiot - 
• 5 rooms, 123m + 9m mirpeset - 2.97m NIS   

Lobby, 2 Parking spaces, Storage room 
& Shabbat elevators

•  4  room  penthouse, 132m + 43m mirpeset -  
3.77m NIS Lobby, 2 Parking spaces, 
Storage room & Shabbat elevators

Bustan Baka - 3 rooms, 75m, 2 full bathrooms, 
1 floor up with Shabbat Elevator, private 
parking & storage room. Move in shape. 
2.75m nis

For Rent in the German Colony -  4.5 room 
garden apartment, good condition, 40m 
garden, quiet, parking, storage. 8700nis
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The Rav elucidated the Ramban’s notion 
by saying, “If God should ask an individual 
to account for his deeds, the individual 
should not respond that God could not 
have expected him to be the only Shomer 
Shabbos person in a community of ten 
thousand Jews… “Why did You want me to 
be the exception to the rule? After all you 
stated, acharei rabim lehatot, the majority 
rules; the majority determines policies” 
(Noraot HaRav, ibid, p. 120).

The Ramban is positing that there is no 
excuse for not obeying the Torah. One 
can never justify one’s non-observance by 
telling God, “I was the only one. I could not 
be different from others. I had to yield to 
peer pressure. Therefore, God spoke with 
each person individually, and each person 
must observe the Torah regardless of what 
others members of society do.”

The Rav posited that the opening verse of 
the Ten Commandments actually echoes 
an earlier verse which relates to the 
appointment of Avraham: “I am the Lord 
who brought you out of Ur Casdim, to give 
you this land to inherit it (B’reishit 15:7). 
The two are similar.  The Rav explained; 
“The phrase is formulated in the singular...
because God makes a separate covenant 
with every Jew individually. Avraham 
was one person, so the plural could not 
be used in his case. Later, however, when 
six hundred thousand Jews stood at at the 
foot of the mountain  and shouted Na’aseh 
ve-nishma (Shemot 24:7), God made a 
covenant not with the community, not with 
the crowd, but with each and every Jew 
separately, just as He had with Avraham 
centuries before. The Ten Commandments 

053-7272-815
Like us on facebook

“premium moving-הובלות אייל” 

www.premiummoving.co.il

MAXI B Xo

בס״ד

The place for extra space

Need Storage?

Jerusalem  Beit-Shemesh

Modiin
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argument was not a mere plea for mercy. 
Rather, Moshe petitioned the all powerful 
Judge that the Jewish people have the right 
to be forgiven. You did not say lachem (you 
in the plural). You did not address Yourself 
to the multitude. You addressed Yourself 
solely to me. 

The Rav claimed that this explains why 
Moshe broke the Tablets and did not 
hand them to the nation. Moshe smashed 
them not because he lost his self control. 
On the contrary, his actions were careful-
ly thought out. Moshe reasoned that the 
Tablets embodied the contract, so to speak; 
the instrument of betrothal. It was the 
symbolic ring which validated the betroth-
al of God and Knesset Yisrael. The mar-
riage is validated only when the bride ac-
cepts the ring. God had appointed Moshe 
to effect the betrothal with Israel. In order 
to minimize their sin, to limit their punish-
ment, Moshe rescinded the betrothal. He 
shattered the Tablets. If the agent refuses 
to deliver the instrument of contract to the 
bride, there is no betrothal. By shattering 
the Tablets, Moshe prevented the betrothal 
from taking effect on the Jews.

In sum, immediately after God proclaimed 
at Sinai “I am Lord Your God…” the law did 
not become binding. The Law only became 
binding after the Ten Commandments 
were delivered.

A magnificent lesson now becomes 
apparent. The fact that the Almighty 

are a confrontation not with six hundred 
thousand Jews collectively but with each 
of them individually” (Abraham’s Journey, 
Soloveitchik, p.145).

Rashi’s Breakthrough

Rashi provides a different interpretation 
as to why the Ten Commandments was 
formulated in the singular. He writes: 
“Why did God employ the singular form? 
To afford Moshe with an opportunity to 
defend the people after the Golden Calf 
was made. And that is what Moshe said, 
‘Why, God, does your wrath glow vis a vis 
Your people? You did not address Yourself 
to the community. You only addressed 
Yourself to me, as an individual. I have 
not yet had the chance to deliver the laws 
to them. Why then are you angry with 
them?” (Shemot, Rashi, 20:2).

In this most novel interpretation, Moshe 
apparently doubted the right of the 
Almighty, so to speak, to indict the Jews. 
Even though God had commanded and 
instructed the Jews at Sinai against idolatry 
God did not have the right to punish them 
for worshipping the Golden Calf. Moshe’s 
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addressed Himself exclusively to Moshe is 
emblematic the notion that the Almighty 
knew very well that it was an impossibility 
to take a pagan people, who just seven 
weeks before had been slaves in the house 
of bondage, who for the last two hundred 
years had lived in Egypt, a country where 
idolatry flourished, and convert them into 
monotheists. Such conversion requires 
training, education and teaching. 

A Unique Relationship

The Ten Commandments’ use of the 
singular term elokeicha, ‘I am the God 
who redeemed you from Egypt’, can be 
understood to refer to not a single person 
but to the singularity of the Jewish people; 
distinct from the other nations. It should 
be decisively noted that the relationship 
forged at Sinai represents a unique bond 
that is now formed between the Almighty 
and the Jewish people which is unlike the 
relationship the Almighty maintains with 
the other nations of the world.

This notion is also alluded to by the 
unique way God introduces Himself in the 
Ten Commandments; I am the God who 
redeemed you from Egypt, as opposed to 
the God that created the Universe. This very 
issue was raised long ago by Rabbi Yehudah 
HaLevi (Sefer Kuzari, Maamar 1, Siman 
25). He asked why didn’t the Almighty 
introduce Himself as the creator of heaven 
and earth. The answer is that there is the 
‘universal relationship’ between God and 
man and there is a singular or ‘covenantal 
relationship’ between God and the people 
of Israel.

The difference between the two is 

significant and consequential. The 
Rav explained: “From a metaphysical 
viewpoint, there is a difference between 
the universal relationship and the singular 
relationship. Within creation, God is the 
ruler, God is the master, God is the law 
maker, God is the architect. Within the 
covenantal community, God is not only 
the creator and ruler but also teacher, 
comrade, friend and counselor.” (Noraot 
Harav, Vol. 5, p.48)

The Rav is expressing the precious idea 
that when one hears the reading of the 
Ten Commandments one should picture 
in one’s mind’s eye standing at Sinai and 
seeing God’s revelation directly. The 
Almighty speaks to each of us individually. 
He has patience and understanding 
towards our process in learning and 
internalizing the Torah’s teachings. 
God’s intimate relationship with His 
chosen people is unlike the relationship 
he shares with any other nation. These 
are all concepts to ponder and to ideally 
incorporate in our personal kavanah as we 
stand at this singular moment each year 
reaccepting in our hearts and minds the 
word of God.  
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RABBI AZARYA BERZON

Parshat Yitro - 
קבלת התורה

The Talmud in Masechet Shabbat, 
88a, tells us that each Jew at Har 
Sinai received two crowns, one 

for “na’aseh” and a second for “nishma.”  
After the sin of the Golden Calf these 
crowns were taken away. This is based 
on the pasuk, “And Bnei Yisrael stripped 
themselves of their ornaments” (Shemot, 
33:6).  

What do these crowns represent?  Why 
were they given to the people at Har Sinai, 
and taken away from them following 
the sin of the Golden Calf? After the sin 
of the Golden Calf, Moshe Rabbeinu 
ascended the mount to receive the second 
set of Tablets. When Moshe came down 
from the mountain his face sent forth 
rays of majesty (Ibid, 34:29). What is the 
significance of these rays?  

We may find the answers to these questions 
if we formulate a precise definition of the 

Mitzvah of Torah study. Every mitzvah has 
a specific act that defines it. The mitzvah 
of Torah study is defined by the cognitive 
act of learning Torah. The Rav, zatzal, 
explained that there is an additional aspect 
to the mitzvah of Talmud Torah, namely, 
the sanctification of the personality of  
the Torah student. Thus the mitzvah 
consists of two parts: 1) to occupy oneself 
in the study of Torah, in order to know 
its teachings; 2) to uplift the spiritual 
personality and sanctity of the individual 
who studies it. This latter aspect, i.e. 
the transformation of  the personality 
of  the Torah student, is indicated by 
the Mishnah in Avot (6:1): “Whoever 
occupies himself with the study of Torah 
for its own sake merits many things...he is 
called friend, beloved...it invests him with 
modesty and reverence, and makes him 
virtuous, pious, upright and faithful...it 
raises him above all creatures.” There are 
two blessings recited before the study of 
Torah.  The first, “And You commanded us 
to devote ourselves to the study of Torah,” 
is related to the activity of Torah learning.  
The second: “Make the teachings of the 

Torah pleasant on our lips...
that we and our children and 
our children’s children may 
know You and learn Your 
Torah for the love of it,” is 
related to the influence the 
Torah has on its students. 

Rav of Emek Learning Center, Jerusalem

English speaking, UK - certified mohel since 1996
Now available in and around Yerushalayim

Call: 058 467 5795  or  email  rabbiportnoy@icloud.com
Member of the The Initiation Society for Mohalim         חבר בחברת הכנסת ברית    

ARE BABY AFTERCARE AND PARENT HADRACHA
YOUR PRIORITY? 

כשם שנכנס לברית...

Contact Rabbi Joel Portnoy



OU ISRAEL CENTER         49

Through this blessing we beseech Hashem 
to elevate us spiritually, purify our souls, 
and make us bearers of the Name of 
Hashem. This corresponds to the second 
aspect of Talmud Torah, the sanctity that 
is acquired by Torah students as a result 
of Torah study, what may be referred to 
as attaining the  Keter Torah.

This higher sanctity of Keter Torah came 
into being at Har Sinai when Bnei Yisrael 
declared “We shall do, and learn.” Shortly 
afterwards the people worshipped the 
Golden Calf, and Hashem thought to 
destroy them. Moshe pleaded on their 
behalf and his prayers were accepted.  
“And the Lord said to Moshe, go, lead the 
people to the place of which I have spoken 
to you; behold, my angel will go before 
you” (Shemot 32:34). The reaction of the 
people should have been one of relief and 
consolation.  Instead, “And when the people 
heard these evil tidings they mourned; and 
no man put on his ornaments” (Ibid, 33:4).

Apparently, although Hashem had 
granted atonement, the past left its mark.
The people were no longer worthy of the 
special sanctity of the Torah. The crowns 
they had acquired only a short time before, 
were removed and  the people grieved. 
According to the Talmud, these crowns 
were transferred to Moshe. What led the 
Sages to this conclusion? Shortly after, 
the Torah describes the rays of light that 
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emanated from the face of Moshe. These 
rays represent the sanctity of the Torah 
inherent in the personality of Moshe.  

The concept of Keter Torah must inspire 
each of us to inculcate within ourselves a 
thirst and a desire for Keter Torah. We must 
dedicate more of our energies to “Talmud 
Torah Lishmah”, so that we can sanctify 
ourselves with “Kedushat HaTorah”, 
and make ourselves sanctuaries for the 
presence of Shechinah. 



50     TORAH TIDBITS / YITRO 5781

In the Eye of 
the Beholder

We are told that beauty is in the 
eye of the beholder. Indeed, 
it appears that our personal 

experiences (and biases) affect the way we 
perceive what is going on around us. That 
also seems to affect the way that we view 
our leaders.

In this week’s Parsha, Moshe meets up 
with his father-in-law, an outsider to the 
community who is, nevertheless, greeted 
nobly by Moshe and his immediate 
family. How is it, then, that Yitro found 
it necessary, at least on the surface, to 
rebuke Moshe concerning how he judged 
the people – for Yitro observed the people 
standing before Moshe from morning to 

evening (Shemot 18:13). Moreover, Rashi 
records that (more than the long lines to 
reach Moshe), “Moshe was sitting like a 
king, while all the rest of the people stood.”

Was this what truly bothered Yitro? From 
a simple reading of the text, we would not 
believe so because Yitro’s advice to Moshe 
was to allocate responsibility for the 
judgments to wise and God-fearing men to 
take the tedious burden off Moshe’s chest. 

Nevertheless, Rabbi M. Miller describes 
Yitro’s angst: Yitro was concerned for 
what he saw as Moshe’s belittling Israel’s 
honor. Having gone through a tortuous 
journey searching for the truth and having 
discarded all the alternative religions that 
left him isolated, Yitro was super-sensitive 
to the people, the very representatives of 
that truth. 

Moshe, of course, was not culpable, if for 
no other reason than he learned that when 
Hashem appeared to Avraham in the heat 
of the day, God told Avraham to remain 
seated and “I will stand” (Rashi, Bereishit 
18:1). For R. Miller, the point was that 
when there is a genuine love relationship, 
standard conventions are forgotten 
or disregarded; neither side stands on 
ceremony. And so it was when the people 
stood and Moshe sat.

However we understand this commentary, 
Rav J. B. Soloveitchik offers an entirely 
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different take on Yitro’s perception of 
things. Yitro asked Moshe, “What are you 
doing to the people that you sit alone while 
the people stand over you from morning to 
evening?” The Rav translates this question 
to mean that “how do you, Moshe, have 
such a mesmerizing hold over the people?” 
Yitro wanted to know the source of Moshe’s 
majestic leadership.

Moshe does not explain or justify; he shows 
Yitro what it is that he does in practice. 
In contrast to the negative associations 
attributed to Yitro in the previous account, 
the Rav emphasizes Yitro’s zest to learn 
from Moshe.  Among the many qualities 
of leadership, Moshe excelled in humility. 
This trait was actualized by Moshe’s 
acceptance of the poor, the wretched, and 
even the “unclean” among the people 

with the same equanimity, respect, 
and compassion he showed to the elite, 
privileged, and wealthy members of the 
community.

Hence, there are different ways to observe 
the same event. Will the real Yitro please 
stand up! Are you an outsider with 
enhanced management skills, or are you 
a convert seeking to learn from Moshe’s 
unique features as Hashem’s shaliach? Or 
are you and Moshe both two individuals 
compassionate in nature whose concern 
for the people of Israel emerges from 
differing perspectives? It seems that the 
answer is in the eyes of the beholder. 

Shabbat Shalom!
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Challot on 
the Table for 
Kiddush
Question: We like to keep our challot in 
a warm place until bringing them to the 
table after netilat yadayim so they taste 
their best. Must they be on the table 
during Kiddush?  

Answer: The question to start with is: why 
do we (Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 
271:9) cover the challot? 

 The gemara (Pesachim 100a-b) mentions 
“spreading out a cloth and making 
Kiddush” regarding Kiddush when a meal 
is in progress. The Yerushalmi (as cited 
by the Rosh, Pesachim 10:3) discusses 
covering challa to avoid “embarrassment” 
that we use “lower-level” wine over bread 
for Kiddush. The gemara (ibid.) actually 
says that we do not usually “bring out 
the table” until after Kiddush. Tosafot (ad 
loc.) raises a contradiction with a gemara 
(Shabbat 119b) that the angels who escort 
a ba’al habayit from shul only bless him 
if they find the table set. Tosafot answers 
that in Talmudic times, mini-tables were 
brought for each person after Kiddush 
but were set elsewhere previously. It is 

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

harder to bring in today’s bigger tables, so 
they are set at the place of Kiddush, and 
therefore (at least the challot) need to be 
covered. The She’iltot explained that it is 
clearer that the food is to honor Shabbat if 
it is brought after Kiddush. Being covered 
is enough for this effect. The Tur (OC 
271) cites another reason – the covering 
reminds us of the man from the desert, 
as it was covered with layers of dew. 
The Mishna Berura (271:41) summarizes 
three distinct reasons to cover challa – 1. 
Honoring Shabbat by properly timing 
its arrival; 2. Not embarrassing bread; 
3. Reenacting the man. Many discuss 
possible nafka minot between them, 
including whether a covering is needed 
if one makes Kiddush over challa rather 
than wine.

According to the simple reading of the 
gemara/Tosafot, accepted in practice by 
the Gra (Ma’aseh Rav 118), and the matter 
of embarrassment, it seems better if the 
challot (and perhaps other food – Nefesh 
Harav p. 158) are not present. Covering 
is permitted, not required. Nevertheless, 
the Shemirat Shabbat K’hilchata (47:24) 
says that the minhag is to specifically put 
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the covered challot on the table before 
Kiddush. There are at least three ways to 
explain this. 

1) The Shulchan Aruch (OC 262:1) learns 
from the story of the angels that one should 
prepare his table and beds before Shabbat. 
While this refers to a table cloth, others 
(including Tosafot ibid.) apply it also to 
challot. According to some, this should be 
done even before Shabbat enters. 

2) The Aruch Hashulchan (OC 271:22) 
says that since Kiddush must be at the 
place of a meal, it is respectful to have 
the challot present at Kiddush. This seems 
to contradict the gemara that prefers 
the food being brought later. However, 
it is possible that since our system of a 
covered challa replaced that of prepared 
mini-tables, this is the desired manner of 
preparedness and timing. 

3) Regarding the idea of the man (which the 
Shulchan Aruch, OC 271:9, adopts, as he 
writes about a covering below and above), 
it is unclear whether it needs to be covered 
at the time of Hamotzi (see Mishna Berura 
271:41). Some assume the reminder can 
be done in a short time (Pri Megadim, 
271, MZ 12), and perhaps not specifically 
at Kiddush. Az Nidberu (II:2) argues that it 
has to be at a significant time. According 
to those who keep the challot uncovered at 
the time of Hamotzi, it might, then, need to 

be man-like during Kiddush. 

There are a variety of opinions on which 
reason is the main reason for covering. 
There is logic to say we should strive to 
accomplish all elements (Minchat David 
I:2). In any case, the minhag, recognized 
by Shemirat Shabbat K’hilchata, could 
very well have value. One can question 
whether the fact that the great majority 
of Shabbat tables have challot on the 
table is the sign of a full minhag, since 
for most people, there is no reason not to, 
whereas you have a k’vod Shabbat reason. 
However, proper planning (including 
avoiding hatmana) can allow you to have 
warm challot even if you bring them to the 
table a little “early.” 

Eretz Hemdah has begun a participatory 
Zoom class - "Behind the Scenes with the 
Vebbe Rebbe" - an analytical look at the 
sources, methodology, and considerations 
behind our rulings, with Rav Daniel Mann. 
Contact info@eretzhemdah.org to join 
while places are open.
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A Problem 
Without 
A Simple 
Solution

Last time we saw that after 
establishing guidelines to permit 
women to continue to use the 

mikveh during the pandemic PUAH 
continued to educate the public about 
mikveh importance and safety. These 
questions are still being asked. Sometimes 
by women who were pregnant during 
the past few months who did not need 
the mikveh until now. And sometimes by 
women who, despite our best reassurances, 
were still worried and did not go to the 
mikveh for months. They now feel that the 
worst of the pandemic is over. Some have 
the completely opposite view; they went to 

the mikveh for the entire pandemic, but 
now they feel that people are becoming 
complacent and the standards are not 
being upheld.

There is an entire group of women who 
asked us throughout the pandemic about 
going to the mikveh. These are the women 
who are sick or in confinement (bidud) due 
to potential exposure to the virus. Many of 
these women feel fine but are not able to 
leave their houses due to the strict laws and 
fines imposed on those breaking this law.

We tried to find a solution for such 
women; we spoke with representatives 
of the Health Ministry, the government 
and the army, to permit these women to 
go to a special mikveh. But we could not 
find a viable solution that was safe and 
did not endanger them or anyone else. 
Since the rules of confinement are such 
that some of the women will eventually 
be discovered to be sick, while others will, 
in fact, be healthy, they can obviously not 
go to the same mikveh. This could lead to 
a sick woman actually infecting a healthy 
person.

With all our good intentions we could 
not find a solution for this group. This 
led to a whole string of related questions, 
both halachic, regarding the eventual 
immersion in the mikveh much later 
than the woman originally intended, and 
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psychological. This situation caused a lot 
of tension and frustration, and we were 
called on to speak with men and women 
about overcoming the anxiety and living 
with the uncertainty. Unfortunately, the 
number of people infected and suffering 
from this pandemic continues to rise. We 
need to be able to help people overcome 
many aspects of this virus, one of them is 
navigating the laws of family purity during 
this difficult time.

More on this next time. 
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Parshat Yitro describes the 
dramatic scene at Matan Torah: thunder 
and lightning, smoke……an otherwise 
barren mountain, the medrash tells us, 
miraculously blossomed with pretty 
flowers in honor of the occasion, and 
Moshe Rabbeinu comes down from the 
mountain with a message for his people.  
Before he can share this message, Klal 
Yisrael famously exclaims:  'ה ֥ר  בֶּ ר־דִּ ֲאשֶׁ ֛ל   כֹּ

  .Whatever HaShem says, we will do – ַנֲעֶשׂ֑ה
In short: Na’aseh, V’Nishma – “We will do, 
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and (then) we will listen.”

Bnai Yisrael were rewarded for their blind 
faith: as the meforshim explain, it was not 
that they were somehow able to intuit the 
Mitzvot before their instruction, but that 
they were willing to fulfill the mitzvot 
before understanding them.

In contrast, during his farewell speech 
in Parshat Ki Tavo, Moshe Rabbeinu 
instructs Bnei Yisrael: "ישראל ושמע   "הסכת 

“Hearken and listen, Yisrael”.  The Gemara 
in Berachot, 63b, suggests that this word 
 means to first listen and digest, and (הסכת)
then to ask questions or share comments.  
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Something about the message of Ki Tavo 
seems to have warranted the opposite 
approach from that of ונשמע  What .נעשה 
was it?

When Bnei Yisrael left Mitzrayim, we 
were in our early stages of development 
as a nation.  At a time in our development 
when all of our physical needs were taken 
care of….. when there was very little about 
which to worry and our focus was on our 
spiritual development, questioning would 
be very out of place – indeed, Na’aseh 
V’Nishma was clearly the appropriate 
response.  Like a young child, we knew 
that we could rely on our Father not 
only for sustenance, but guidance, and 
instruction as well and we expressed that 
faith in our willingness to do without fully 
understanding.

In Ki Tavo, Moshe Rabbeinu says “הסכת 

 You are about ”ושמע ישראל היום הזה נהיית לעם
to cross into Eretz Yisrael and become 
a (mature) nation. You are going out “on 
your own”, as it were, and decisions need 
to be considered differently.  

At Har Sinai, we were children: uninitiated 
and more or less unaccountable. We had 
one job: to trust in God.

When we entered Eretz Yisrael as a mature 
nation, we bore the responsibility of our 
actions and the onus of our sustenance.  
At that time, Moshe Rabbeinu reminds 
us: לעם נהיית  היום   – ישראל  ושמע   Pay .הסכת 
attention to the details of each Mitzvah 
as it is performed.  See The Yad HaShem 
in your fields and in your homes; in the 
food you eat and the clothes you sew…..
in the way you breed your animals and in 

Rabbi Dr. Meir Tamari z"l's family
would like to invite anyone who either 
knew Dr. Tamari or were inspired by his 
writings or lectures to write something 
small for the journal that is being put 

together for his Shloshim.
All articles should be mailed to either: 

bweinberger@kingsharbor.com  
or shoshanazimmer@yahoo.com

the way you develop your cities.  At a time 
when it is perhaps harder to trust because 
we sense our own responsibilities and 
participation, that is when a closer look is 
necessary.  

When we arrive at the realization that 
everything comes from HaShem, we can 
and should exercise נעשה ונשמע. Until then, 
as we engage in and with the corporeal 
world, we must look for and identify The 
Godliness in all. הסכת ושמע ישראל. 
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After reciting the first line of the 
Shema,  we  whisper the words  
 Blessed ,”ברוך שם כבוד מלכותו לעולם ועד“

be the name of the glory of His kingdom 
forever and ever.  What is the significance 
of this?

Two answers are brought down to answer 
this question – one which focuses on the 
nation and one which focuses on the 
individual, giving us important insights 
into both spheres of Avodat Hashem.

The first answer is found in Devarim 
Rabbah. When Moshe Rabbeinu went 
up to Shamayim to receive the Torah, 
he overheard the malachim  singing a 
special song – ברוך שם כבוד מלכותו לעולם ועד. 
He thought it was so beautiful that when 
he came back down the mountain, he 
taught these beautiful words of praise to 
Bnei Yisrael so they could praise Hashem 
as well. However he instructed them to 
recite these words quietly. Why? The 
midrash goes to explain – Imagine a man 
steals a beautiful necklace from the royal 
palace and gives it to his wife as a present. 
He would certainly instruct her to refrain 
from wearing the necklace out of the home 
so as not to risk being caught. The same is 
true here as well – since Moshe “stole” this 
praise from the malaachim, we don’t want 

to call attention to ourselves so we only use 
it in a very quiet tone of voice.

This first answer focuses on the nation. We 
as a nation received this special “stolen” 
gift from Moshe. And despite the fact that 
perhaps we don’t “deserve” to use it and 
are not on the appropriate level to give the 
ultimate praise, we forge on and do the 
best we can. We praise Hashem despite 
our human imperfection. And we know 
from our studies of Pesukei dZimra that 
Hashem accepts our praises with love and 
wants to enter into a relationship with 
us despite our limitations, and we will 
continue to see this as we study the rest of 
the Shema.

Our second answer, which focuses more 
on the individual, is found in Gemara 
Pesachim. Shortly before his death, Yaakov 
called all of his sons to his bedside. He had 
planned to tell them his nevuah of what 
was to happen at the end of days, but when 
he tried to speak, he was unable to do so. He 
got worried that perhaps this was because 
there was a lack of Emunah amongst his 
children (after all Avraham and Yitzchak 
each had one son that went astray). His 
children immediately reassured him that 
they were indeed G-d-fearing, ‘שמע ישראל ה 
 listen Yisrael (another name -   אלוקינו ה’ אחד
for Yaakov) – we truly believe that Hashem 
is our G-d and He is one! Upon hearing 
this, Yaakov let out a sigh of relief and 

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

רפואה שלמה
אפרים אברהם בן רבקה
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exclaimed Baruch Hashem, or literally ברוך 

 The Rabbis debated .שם כבוד מלכותו לעולם ועד
whether to include this sentence of ברוך 
 in our davening after we say the first שם
line of Shema. On the one hand, it would 
be nice to follow Yaakov’s example but  
on the other hand, this line does not 
appear after Shema in the Torah. They 
decided to compromise to include it in 
our Tefilla, but that it should be said only 
quietly.

If you think about it, this is a cute anecdote 
but rather perplexing. It’s very nice that 
Yaakov said שם  but why would it ברוך 
make any sense to follow his example as 
opposed to what is actually recorded in 
the Torah? I think the answer might be 
in the underlying message of the story. 
For Yaakov, the most important thing 
in the world was to know that his belief 
in G-d was successfully passed down to 
every single one of his children. We need 
to follow the example of Yaakov. In the 
Shema, we accept עול מלכות שמים. Hashem’s 
kingship over us, and that is an extremely 
important thing to do. But we can’t leave 
it at that – we must make sure that this 
deep-rooted belief is then communicated 
over to our children. This is the lesson 
that we learn from Yaakov and that is the 
reason why it’s so important to keep his 
 sentence in the Tefilla (even if it’s ברוך שם
only quietly) because we indeed do want 
to emulate him.

Let’s remember both messages and 
make sure to emulate both the malachim 
in their ability to give adequate praise 
and Yaakov Avinu in his dedication to 
passing on the mesora. 
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Don’t be Alone

Over the last few years, the perception of 
mental health has shifted. Baruch Hashem, 
it is becoming something that many 
people speak about and address. Yet, these 
struggles have been exacerbated by the 
global pandemic as it has caused many to 
feel isolated and alone. The idea of being 
alone is antithetical to our ideal Judaism. 
We strongly believe in community, family, 
and sharing. This idea is highlighted in 
this week’s Parsha. 

The phrase לא טוב appears only twice in the 
entire Torah. The first appearance comes 
when man is created. Hashem says, לא טוב 

 it is not good for man to be ,היות אדם לבדו
alone. The second appearance is in this 
week’s Parsha. Moshe is judging all of Am 
Yisrael by himself. Yitro sees this and is 
astounded. He tells Moshe that it is לא טוב 

what he is doing. 

The clear common denominator between 
these two stories is the idea of being alone. 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

The Torah is making a very powerful 
statement. There are many sins in the 
Torah. However, the only time something 
is described as “not good” is when 
someone is alone. 

It is much more difficult and uncomfort-
able to speak about our issues to other 
people. It is challenging to make ourselves 
vulnerable and ask for help when we need 
it. However, in the big picture, no one 
wants to nor should go through challenges 
alone. May we always have the courage to 
go to people with our struggles and never 

feel that we are alone.

Yael Marcus
12th Grade, 
Chashmonaim

The Courage to Ask

At the beginning of Parshat Yitro,  Moshe 
Rabbeinu’s father in law, Yitro comes to the 
Jewish people because of all that Hashem 
did for them when he took them out of 
Egypt.  Ultimately, he converts to Judaism. 
Immediately after his arrival, the Torah 
goes into a series of seemingly superfluous 
descriptions. The Torah says that Moshe 
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his אמונה and ביטחון. What does he do? He 
approaches his Rav, Moshe Rabbeinu, to 
ask him the questions he had.  

Moshe Rabbeinu told Yitro everything that 
happened to Am Yisrael. He put the war of 
Amalek in context of Am Yisrael’s lack of 
 in Hashem  and revealed the reason ביטחון
why Hashem brought it upon them. Yitro 
had his questions answered and it made 
sense to him.

The key thing that we can learn is to 
follow what Yitro did- to ask questions 
and seek answers in order to counter any 
doubts that we may have. It was Yitro 
who instituted a network of community 
leaders that made asking questions more 
accessible for everyone. 

------------------------------------

NCSY Israel is the premier organization 
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire, 
empower, and help teen olim with "Klita" 
to the Land of Israel by encouraging 
passionate Judaism through Torah and 
Tradition. Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

told Yitro about everything that happened 
in Egypt when earlier on it mentioned that 
Yitro already heard what happened. What 
was the purpose of mentioning all of this 
information again?

Another question that we may ask, is 
about what Rashi famously says: that Yitro 
was inspired to join Am Yisrael because 
of what he heard about סוף ים   and קריעת 
 Wasn’t it enough to hear about .מלחמת עמלק
the great miracle of when Hashem split 
the sea? Why did Yitro also need to hear 
about מלחמת עמלק? What was it about this 
occurrence that gave him the extra push to 
join Am Yisrael? 

Rav Shlezinger says that Yitro heard about 
סוף ים   just like all of the nations of קריעת 
the world and it inspired him, but then he 
heard about מלחמת עמלק. Hashem did not 
want Am Yisrael to go ״דרך ארץ פלשתים״ in 
order that they wouldn’t encounter war,  
but after a short period of time, Am Yisrael 
encountered war with Amalek. This raised 
some doubts on Yitro’s part. He couldn’t 
fathom how the same G-d who took Am 
Yisrael out of Egypt by way of a great 
miracle  such as ים סוף  could allow ,קריעת 
 to attack them. He had a struggle with עמלק

050-4455975www.talclean.co.il

ניקוי ספות
Sofa cleaningPolishing &

renewing of decks Carpet cleaningCleaning of
offices and Shuls

פוליש ניקוי מבנים ניקוי שטיחים



62     TORAH TIDBITS / YITRO 5781

Real Life Rescues
Inspiring Stories of United Hatzalah First Responders

Returning A Life That Was Lost
Last Friday afternoon, a 73-year-old Ramla resident with severe chronic medical issues sat down for 
lunch when he unexpectedly began choking. An alarmed family member called United Hatzalah’s 
Dispatch and Command Center. Volunteer EMT Eveyasaf Shiri was on his way to visit his mother 
when his communications device alerted him to the incident. Eveyasaf quickly turned around and 
raced to the given address.

Upon arriving, just three minutes later, an hysterical neighbour approached Eveyasaf, yelling that 
the man had died. Eveyasaf quickly grabbed his medical kit and ran up the stairs of the apartment 
building. 

Finding the choking man on the ground, Eveyasaf began efforts to extricate the piece of food. After 
successfully expunging the blockage, the man suddenly lost consciousness and his heart stopped. 
Eveyasaf radioed back to dispatch that he was beginning CPR and asked for additional volunteers and 
an ICU ambulance to be sent.  

Oren Cohen was a kilometer away from the incident, delivering a medical kit to a volunteer who had 
just finished her training when he was alerted to the address. Arriving alongside a mobile intensive 
care ambulance (MICU), Oren joined in the CPR efforts. 

Eveyasaf had begun chest compressions and assisted breathing before the team arrived. The MICU 
crew attached a heart monitor but it did not advise a shock. After 20 minutes of CPR efforts, the 
man’s pulse returned, and he soon started breathing again. The 73-year-old was taken to the nearest 
hospital and the volunteers returned home after a successful CPR.

“With everything going on in our country right now, amidst this global pandemic, we are constantly 
being put to the test. We are living in a world where our actions can affect another's life,” said 
Eveyasaf. “As we can see, we have 
sadly been failing at this test and as a 
country we are unable to escape this 
terrible Coronavirus era. However, in 
spite of this discouraging fact, when I am 
volunteering, and see teams of people 
coming together to save a stranger's life, 
my hope and admiration for my country 
is restored. To be part of a successful 
CPR, and return a life that was about to 
be lost, amidst a pandemic that is taking 
so many lives is truly a miracle to me. 
I am so grateful to be part of such an 
establishment.”

1221
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