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SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

Parshat VaYigash contains the 
dramatic conclusion of the saga 
of Yosef and his brothers, and the 

long awaited reunion of Yosef and his 
father Yaakov. As Yaakov Avinu is made 
aware that Yosef is alive and well in Egypt, 
the Torah tells us that Hashem appears to 
Yaakov  in a dream:

טֶרֶ֥ם  לְכָה֥ וְאֶרְאֶנּ֖וּ בְּ נִי֖ חָי֑ אֵֽ רָאֵל֔ רַב֛ עוֹד־יוֹסֵף֥ בְּ  וַיֹּא֙מֶר֙ יִשְׂ

ח֣  זְבַּ בַ֑ע וַיִּ אֵרָ֣ה שָּׁ ר־לוֹ֔ וַיָּבֹא֖ בְּ רָאֵל֙ וְכָל־אֲשֶׁ ע֤ יִשְׂ סַּ אָמֽוּת׃ וַיִּ

רָאֵל֙  לְיִשְׂ ׀  אֱלֹקִי֤ם  וַיֹּא֨מֶר  ק׃   יִצְחָֽ אָבִי֥ו  לֵאלֹקֵי֖  זְבָחִי֔ם 

נִי׃ )ג( וַיֹּא֕מֶר  יְ֔לָה וַיֹּא֖מֶר יַעֲקֹב֣ ׀ יַעֲקֹב֑ וַיֹּא֖מֶר הִנֵּֽ מַרְאֹת֣ הַלַּ בְּ

י־לְגו֥יֹ  ירָא֙ מֵרְדָה֣ מִצְרַיְ֔מָה כִּֽ אָנֹכִי֥ הקל  אֱלֹקֵי֣ אָבִי֑ךָ אַל־תִּ

וְאָנֹכִי֖  מִצְרַיְ֔מָה  ךָ֙  עִמְּ אֵרֵד֤  אָנֹכִי֗  )ד(  ם׃  שָֽׁ ימְךָ֥  אֲשִֽׂ גָּדוֹ֖ל 

יךָ׃  י֥ת יָדוֹ֖ עַל־עֵינֶֽ עַלְךָ֣ גַם־עָלֹה֑ וְיוֹסֵף֕ יָשִׁ אַֽ

And Yisrael said. “My son Yosef is still 
alive! I must go and see him before I die.” 
So Yisrael set out with all that was his, 
and he came to Beer-sheva, where he 
offered sacrifices to Hashem, G-d of his 
father, Yitzchak. Hashem called to Yisrael 
in a vision by night: Yaakov, Yaakov!” He 
answered, “Here I am.” (3) And He said, “I 
am Hashem, the G-d of your father. Fear 
not to go down to Egypt, for I will make 
you there into a great nation. I Myself will 
go down with you to Egypt, and I Myself 
will also bring you back; and Joseph’s hand 
shall close your eyes.” 

How are we to understand the words that 
Hashem utters to Yaakov in his dream, 
not to fear going to Egypt? After all these 

years he is about to be reunited with his 
beloved son Yosef,  what possible reason 
could there be for Yaakov to hesitate to 
make the journey to reunite with Yosef?

Rashi, based on the Midrash explains 
that Yaakov was pained at the prospect of 
leaving Eretz Yisrael, so Hashem promises 
him that He will be with him in Egypt, and 
will see to it that that Yaakov will indeed 
return and find his final resting place in 
Eretz Yisrael.

Rabbi Yisrael Elazar Hopstein, the Avodat 
Yisrael of Kozhnitz zy’a, sees even 
further significance in the promise that 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu reveals toYaakov 
Avinu- Anochi Eireid Imcha Mitzrayma, 
V’Anochi Aalcha Gam Alo...I will go down 
with you to Egypt and I will also bring you 
up...

The Rebbe explains that these words are 
actually an eternal promise to Yaakov and  
to each of us as his descendants; that even 
when we stumble, make mistakes and 
experience some sort of descent, Hashem 
will be there with us during those trying 
times, and help us to climb back up and 
elevate ourselves once again.

Yehi Ratzon, may each of us be empowered 
by the Rebbe’s beautiful words, and be 
blessed to feel Hashem’s presence and 
love for each and everyone of us in all 
circumstances..... 


