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SHABBAT MEVARCHIM KIDDUSH LEVANA
This Shabbat Chanukah, Parshat Vayeishev, we bench Rosh Chodesh Tevet.
Rosh Chodesh is on Wednesday, December 16
מולד חודש טבת יהיה בליל שלישי חמישים ואחד דקות ו שני חלקים אחרי ארבע בבקר
ראש חדש טבת יהיה ביום רביעי הבא עלינו ועל כל ישראל לטובה
Earliest Kiddush Levana - 3 Days After Molad - 5 Tevet/ Motzei Shabbat Dec. 19
7 Days After Molad - 8 Tevet/ Tues. night Dec. 22
Last Opportunity To Say Kiddush Levana Until: 15 Tevet/ Tues. night Dec. 29, 9:56 pm
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CANDLE LIGHTING

OTHER
Z'M A N I M

A N D H AV DA L A T I M ES

JERUSALEM
CANDLES

VAYEISHEV

HAVDALA

MIKEITZ

Candles

Havdala

4:00 Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim 5:16 4:03 5:19
4:18 Aza area (Netivot, S’derot, Et al)
5:19 4:21 5:22
4:19 Beit Shemesh / RBS
5:17 4:21 5:20
4:16 Gush Etzion
5:17 4:18 5:19
4:16 Raanana/ Tel Mond/ Herzliya/ K. Saba 5:17 4:18 5:20
4:16 Modi’in / Chashmona’im
5:17 4:18 5:20
4:14 Netanya
5:17 4:18 5:19
4:18 Be’er Sheva
5:19 4:21 5:22
4:17 Rehovot
5:18 4:19 5:20
4:00 Petach Tikva
5:17 4:03 5:20
4:15 Ginot Shomron
5:16 4:17 5:19
4:04 Haifa / Zichron
5:15 4:06 5:18
4:14 Gush Shiloh
5:15 4:17 5:18
4:16 Tel Aviv / Giv’at Shmuel
5:17 4:19 5:20
4:15 Giv’at Ze’ev
5:16 4:18 5:19
4:16 Chevron / Kiryat Arba
5:17 4:19 5:20
4:18 Ashkelon
5:19 4:21 5:22
4:17 Yad Binyamin
5:18 4:19 5:20
4:07 Tzfat / Bik’at HaYarden
5:13 4:09 5:15
4:12 Golan
5:13 4:14 5:16
Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 5:53 PM • next week - 5:56 pm
TImes According to My Zmanim (20 min. before sundown in most cities,
40 min. in Yerushalyim and Petach Tikva, 30 min. in Tzfat/Haifa)
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director,
OU Israel
While most of us are limiting
leaving our homes and offices, if you were
to go to downtown Yerushalayim on a
Thursday night you would see groups of
teenagers and young adults wearing black
masks with the slogan “V’ahavta l’zulatcha
kamoach.” This is clearly a play on words
of the famous phrase “V’ahavta L’reiacha
Kamocha,” but why and who are these
youth?
One of OU Israel’s flagship programs is
the Pearl & Harold Jacobs Zula Outreach
Center, a safe haven in the heart of
Yerushalayim for at-risk teens. Due to
Corona, our dedicated Zula staff have
been running programming outdoors. To
incentivize the participants to wear masks,
we gave out masks with the “V’ahavta
l’zulatcha kamoach” slogan.
How can we illustrate our commitment to
these kids as the winter gets colder? How
can our counselors play guitar or have deep
conversations until after midnight when
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they are freezing? And most importantly,
what will happen to these kids when
the weather gets too cold and they have
nowhere to go and no counselors to help
them navigate the extremely challenging
times? There is not a single person who
has not been affected by Corona, and for
youth who are struggling these challenges
are even more profound.
Last Thursday the Zula staff and myself
had the honor of welcoming the Mayor
of Yerushalayim, Moshe Lion to the Zula
along with Deputy Mayor Hagit Moshe
and other VIPs. We began by taking
them on a tour of the greater downtown
Yerushalayim area which is unfortunately
full of young kids getting into trouble.
Then, we had a meeting inside the Zula
which is now empty of kids. The Mayor
and his staff pledged his support, and we
are grateful from the bottom of our hearts.
One of the newest additions to the Zula
is Midreshet Zusha, a unique learning
program we established 4 years ago to
help young women from the Zula as they
graduate from high school. Many of them
are thirsting for spiritual growth but do

not fit into traditional Midrasha settings.
They do Sherut Leumi or work during the
day and learn at the Zula in the evenings.
On Sunday, I had the Z’chut of delivering
Chanukah packages to OU Israel Center
members and friends that have been stuck
at home for months on end. We went to visit a number of senior citizens, and seeing
these young native Israeli women bring
light to the older Anglo community in
Yerushalayim warmed my heart tremendously. One woman told us she has not left
her house in months, and thanks to this
visit her Chanukah will be filled with light.
The young women and the recipients of
the packages both expressed Hakarat
Hatov for this experience. And on that
note, I would like to express Hakarat Hatov
to those of you who have donated to our
Annual Torah Tidbits Appreciation campaign. B”H donations are coming in, but
we need more support in order to publish Torah Tidbits. Please support the TT
campaign at: upreaching.com/ouisrael/
TT-campaign. The raffle for donations
of 180 NIS and above will take place on
Sunday (3rd day of Chanukah, Dec. 13).
On a final note, I am excited to share
that the OU Kosher restaurant Papagaio
reopened this week for take-away and
delivery. If you’re looking to order food, I
encourage you to support this wonderful
establishment that’s part of the OU family.
Wishing you a Chag Urim Sameach.

Hosting a Simcha?
Save Time, Money & Effort
LD Events
Lenny Davidman
Office: (02) 673-0721
Cell: 054-557-3101
Lenny@LDEVENTS.com

True wholesaler from the diamond
boursa with over 25 years experience
member diamond dealers club

∙

Engagement Rings Stud Earrings
Pendants Tennis Bracelets

∙

050-573-9061 jeffmor36@gmail.com
www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com

Avi
Executive Director, OU Israel
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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KI
TEITZEI
VAYEISHEV
ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY
Rabbi Reuven
Tradburks
Director of RCA
Israel Region
The sale of Yosef in Parshat Vayeishev
certainly vies for the favourite story of
the Torah. Yaakov settles, finally, in the
land of Israel. Yosef is favored. Yosef has
2 dreams. Yaakov sends Yosef to inquire
of his brother’s welfare. They sell Yosef to
merchants traveling to Egypt. Yehuda is
confronted by Tamar and accepts responsibility. Yosef achieves great success as a
servant to Potiphar. After being framed
by Potiphar’s wife, Yosef ends up in jail.
His success continues in jail. He interprets
the dreams of the butler and baker but remains in jail.
The story of Yosef is the longest in the
Torah, spanning 4 parshiot. It’s panoply of
human emotions and conditions are grip-

ping: a favored child, dreams, jealousy, responsibility, sexual struggle, success. And
later; tears, confrontation and brotherly
responsibility. It is the story that lays bare
human foibles; hence its appeal and fame.
1st Aliya (37:1-12) Yaakov settles in the land
of Israel. Yosef is 17, brings reports to his
father. Yaakov loves Yosef. He gives him a
special coat, provoking the jealousy of his
brothers. Yosef has 2 dreams. The brothers,
gathering sheaves of wheat, gather around
and bow to Yosef’s. The sun, moon and 11
stars bow to him. The brothers feel hatred.
Yaakov, while criticizing Yosef, takes note
of the dreams.
The first verse, while eminently simple,
introduces this entire story. “Yaakov settled
in the land of his father’s sojourning.” As if
to say: they were sojourners, but not me.
I am going to be a settler. Avraham was
promised the Land of Israel. And that his
children would be strangers in a strange
land, returning wealthy to Israel. Yaakov
figures, “hey, that was me. Long years with
Lavan. Returned wealthy. Now on to the
next stage of Jewish history: settling and
ruling this land”.
The time to settle and eventually rule this
land has arrived. Building a state requires
an economic change; from shepherding to
farming. And rule requires power.
When Yosef dreams not of sheep but of
bundles of wheat, Yaakov’s ears perk
up. Why a dream of wheat when we are
shepherds? Is this a new world dawning?
And then a dream of power, of the sun,
moon and stars. Is this a Divine message,

6
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through dreams, that the promise of the
land is about to happen, with agriculture
and power?
2nd Aliya (37:13-22) Yaakov sends Yosef to
inquire of the welfare of his brothers. A
man directs him to Dotan. The brothers
plot to kill him and put an end to his
dreams. Reuven objects to spilling his
blood, suggesting to merely throw him into
a pit. He saves Yosef, hoping to return him
to his father.
The single best known aliya in the Torah
(ok, because of Broadway – oh, such is
our world). Brothers wanting to kill their
brother? This is unprecedented. Well,
except for the first brothers in the Torah,
Cain and Abel. Rivalry, competition,
jealousy is an inescapable part of life.
Whether (as the Midrash says re Cain
and Abel) over inheritance money,
religion, marriage or here, parental love
and jealousy. Had the Torah avoided this
sibling rivalry, it would have lacked the
reality of life. But what is of much greater
import is the response to rivalry. The
response of sibling loyalty, brotherhood
and responsibility (and lack of it) is the
story of the Torah. Human failures will
happen – how to respond is the concern of
our Torah.
3rd Aliya (37:23-36) Yosef is stripped of
his coat, thrown in an empty cistern.
Merchants appear. Yehuda objects to
killing their brother, convincing the others
to sell Yosef to these merchants. Yosef
is sold to the merchants and brought to
Egypt. Reuven finds the cistern empty and
rends his garments. Yosef’s coat is dipped

“It sounded too good
to be true – a superb sea-view
apartment in Anglo-populated
Ashkelon for only 15% down
– is actually a reality.”
said another happy client
Owning your own apartment does not just allow
you freedom, but offers monetary savings, and
an increase in your investment value.
Anglo-populated, sunny Ashkelon is the answer!
It’s very affordable – from $500,000 with just a 15%
down payment, mortgages available as well as bank
guarantees. Rental income often in excess of 3.5%.

L I V E

O P P O S I T E

T H E

S E A

0544-332621

dav idz@A shke lonProperties.com

Marci Rapp
MarSea Modest Swim & Casualwear
www.MarSeaModest.net (NIS)
050-424-8359
www.MarSeaModest.com ($USD)

THE BEST DESIGN, ENGINEERING
AND INSTALLATION OF AIR
CONDITIONING SYSTEMS.
JUST ASK ANY OF OUR
THOUSANDS OF HAPPY CLIENTS.

JLEM 02-628-8282 I TLV 03-720-8000
tzviair.com
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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in blood, brought to Yaakov. Yaakov rips
his clothes and is inconsolable. Yosef ends
up in the home of Potiphar.
Yosef dreamed of the sun, moon and stars –
as high as you can get – and ends in the pit,
as low as you can get. Yaakov, who dreamt
of a ladder ascending to the heavens, now
says he will “sink to the netherworld in
mourning”. Yaakov deceived Yitzchak with
goatskin on his arms; Yaakov is deceived
by Yosef’s coat dipped in goat’s blood.
4th Aliya (38:1-30) Yehuda descends. He
has 3 sons. 2 sons marry Tamar and die.
He delays the 3rd son from marrying her.
Tamar disguises herself. She becomes

This issue of Torah Tidbits is dedicated
in memory of our dear friend

Dr. Paul Belitz z"l
on the occasion of his Shloshim
Paul attended Yeshiva in Israel together
with our own Rabbi Sam Shor more than
thirty years ago, and has been a dear friend
to all of us at OU Israel for many years.
Paul, together with his beloved wife Ardra,
have been generous supporters of OU Israel
and our Youth Centers.
His legacy of faith, courage and kindness
will continue to inspire all of us
who were blessed to have Paul in our lives.
May the Torah learned in this issue of
Torah Tidbits be in the zechut of an aliyat
neshama, and may each of us do our best to
emulate Paul's gentle and kind demeanor.

יהי זכרו ברוך
Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
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pregnant from Yehuda. Yehuda orders her
to be put to death. She sends his identifying
possessions. Yehuda admits. She has twins,
Peretz and Zerach.
Yehuda descends. But ends up with
Zerach – shine. He withheld his 3rd son
from Tamar, as he withheld Yosef from
returning to Yaakov. But here he took
full responsibility whereas there he
didn’t. When the brothers wanted to kill
Yosef, Reuven told them to throw him
in a pit. Ok, don’t kill him with a knife,
kill him passively, of starvation. Yehuda
stood up; let’s not kill him, let’s sell him.
That certainly was better than killing
him. But he really should have objected
more vociferously and said: “I will not
let you harm Yosef. I will return him to
Abba.” Here he takes full responsibility.
A harbinger of his full acceptance of
responsibility later in guaranteeing
Binyamin’s return to Yaakov.
5th Aliya (39:1-6) Yosef descends to Egypt.
G-d is with Yosef and he is successful.
His owner sees that G-d is with him and
that all he does G-d makes successful.
G-d blesses the master’s home because of
Yosef; all that is his in his home and field,
G-d blesses. He gives Yosef total control of
all that is his.
A little wee aliya of 6 verses. And G-d’s
name appears 6 times. G-d’s name did not
appear in the 66 verses until here in the
parsha (save for the death of the 2 sons of
Yehuda: “they did bad in the eyes of G-d”).
This is very similar to the absence of G-d
in the beginning of Sefer Shemot until He
finally sees their affliction.

TORAH TIDBITS ANNUAL
APPRECIATION CAMPAIGN
Please show your appreciation for Torah Tidbits so
we can continue providing Torah Tidbits during the
pandemic and beyond.
Donations of 180 NIS or more will enter your name
into a raffle which will take place at noon on the 3rd
day of Chanukah (Sunday, December 13).

Last 3 days!
Don't Miss Out!

Donations of 180 NIS or more
- 1,000 NIS voucher for Gefen
Publishing House
- 2,000 NIS voucher from
Polar Air
Donations of 360 NIS or more
Silver Menorah from Hazorfim valued at 21,000 NIS

3 WAYS TO DONATE:
Online: upreaching.com/ouisrael/TT-campaign
Mail: OU Israel POB 37015, Yerushalayim, 91370
Phone: Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
Thank you to Hazorfim, Gefen Publishing House &
Polar Air for generously providing the prizes for this raffle.

Donations made to OU Israel are tax deductible according to
Paragraph 46 of the Israel Income Tax Code

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Man does just fine spiraling down all by
himself – Yosef at the hands of his brothers,
Yehuda with his mishandling of Tamar, the
Jews in Egypt at the hands of Paro. When
he hits bottom, G-d appears.
6th Aliya (39:7-23) Potiphar’s wife
propositions Yosef. Yosef resists, for as
much as he has complete authority in the
home, this would be a sin to G-d. With
no one around, she grabs him. He flees,
leaving her holding his garment. She
frames Yosef as having approached her.
Yosef is thrown in jail. G-d is kind to him
and the jail keeper puts Yosef in charge.
All that he does, G-d makes successful.
Note the parallels: The brother’s take Yosef’s
coat from him; Mrs. Potiphar is holding
Yosef’s garment. The brother’s deceive
their father with the coat; Mrs. Potiphar deceives her husband with the coat. Yosef is
sold as a slave; Yosef ends up in jail.
From dreaming of the sun, moon and
stars, and brothers bowing to him, Yosef
has gone down to Egypt, down in status to
a slave, and now down yet again to jail.
Yosef earns the title of Yosef HaTzaddik
from his resistance to Mrs. Potiphar. He
is alone, in a foreign land, no one around,
being propositioned; yet, his thoughts are
sinning to G-d.
7th Aliya (40:1-23) The butler and baker of
Paro are jailed. Yosef takes care of them.
They dream. Yosef asks: tell me the dreams
for their explanations are to G-d. The
butler saw a fruitful vine, squeezing the
grapes into the cup of Paro. Yosef says: you
will be restored as butler. And, Yosef adds,
10
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remember me when things are good again
and tell Paro, for I don’t deserve to be here.
The baker describes dreaming of bread on
his head. Yosef says: you will be hung. The
butler is restored. The baker is hung. The
butler forgets Yosef.
While the Yosef story moves quickly for us
the reader, years have passed. 2 years will
pass from the butler being restored until
Yosef interprets Paro’s dream next week.
He is 30 then. Now he is 28. He was 17
when the brothers sold him.
And if Yosef is such a good interpreter of
dreams – well, he himself had 2 dreams.
What does he make of his dreams? He
dreamt of the brother’s bundles of wheat
bowing to him. And of power, all bowing to
him. Does he mull over his dreams every
once in a while? Every week? Every day?
He tells Paro that he had 2 dreams because
they will happen soon. He had 2 dreams.
His dreams didn’t happen soon. Does he
think they will still happen? After all, how
soon is soon? A few days? Or 25 years?

SHABBAT CHANUKAH
HAFTORAH
ZECHARIAH 2:14-4:7
The special haftorah for Chanukah
contains the glorious vision of the golden
Temple Menorah.
This hafotrah’s unique message was
prophesied by Zechariah in close
proximity to the building of the second
Beit Hamikdash. Within this context
this exquisite passage from the Prophets

describes the exuberant joy that will
prevail when Hashem’s presence returns
to Yerushalayim.
Hashem, in Zechariah’s prophecy, proceeds to articulate the great reward awaiting Joshua, the first Kohen Gadol to serve
in the second Beit Hamikdash, if he and his
descendants follow the ways of the Torah.
The reward will be: “Behold! I will bring
My Servant, the Shoot.” This is an allusion
to the Mashiach, the ‘shoot’, the descendant of David.
Zechariah then powerfully witnesses in
his mind’s eye a golden seven-branched
Menorah. An angel offers an explanation
of the vision: “This is the word of the Lord
to Zerubbavel - ‘Not by force and not by
physical might, by my spirit,” says the Lord
of Hosts.”

COME IN TODAY
FOR YOUR

FREE

CANDLELIGHTING
MAGNET
no purchase
necessary
ARNONA/TALPIOT Beit Hanatziv, Derech Hevron 101A
RAMAT ESHKOL Shopping Center (Above Waﬄe Bar)

(02) 674-3888

With these words the navi conveys a
message of hope and the promise that
the redemption will surely arrive. The
light of the Menorah is a symbol of God’s
shechina, His holy presence, that will soon
be manifest in the land of Israel and will
ultimately be visible for all humanity to
behold. May that day come soon!

STATS
9th of 54 sedras; 9th of 12 in B'reishit Written
on 190 lines, ranks 28th 4 Parshiyot; 3 open, 1
closed 112 p'sukim - ranks 24th (8th) tied with
Matot; more words & letters than it, same line
count 1558 words - ranks 24th (8th) tied with
Vayakhel; fewer p'sukim & letters than it.

MITZVOT
No mitzvot are counted from Vayeishev

This Chanukah, give your family & friends
the GIFT of an Israel experience

Featuring the largest collection of pre-recorded
virtual trips and family activity sheets on the web
Peter Abelow | Onnie Schiffmiller | Tali Kaplinski Tarlow
To learn more and see our Chanukah Gift options visit:

www.israelisbeautiful.com
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RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
THE PERSON BY
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus
IN THE PARSHA

His Father’s
Fears

T

here are many ways to interpret
biblical texts. Some commentaries
take a literal approach, others probe
for deeper meanings. The great Chassidic
masters, beginning with the Baal Shem
Tov in the mid-eighteenth century, offer us
many examples of the latter path.
At times, the effort to discover depths
of meaning results in what seems to be
a distortion of the plain meaning of the
text. Such seeming distortions are often
referred to colloquially as “Chassidishe
Torah.” I have personally found that these
efforts are very worthwhile and that
the seeming distortions reveal essential
hidden truths.
The collected writings of Rabbi Levi
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Yitzchak of Berditchev (1740-1809) contain
classic examples of Chassidishe Torah.
Almost invariably, Rabbi Levi Yitzchak
diverges from the plain meaning of the
text and ingeniously reinterprets the text
in a manner that academicians, along
with ordinary readers who prefer to
read the Bible literally, find scandalous.
However, his ingenuity unfailingly reveals
unanticipated layers of meaning that are
worthy of reflection. Some would even go
so far as to maintain that this approach
reveals vital truths that are utterly
inaccessible were one to limit his study to
the plain text itself.
Before proceeding with an example of
Rabbi Levi Yitzchak’s brand of biblical
exposition, a few words about the man
and his loving personality are necessary.
Legend has it that the founder of the
Chassidic movement himself, Rabbi Israel
Baal Shem Tov, appeared one day before
his disciples with drinks and pastries,
distributed them to the assembled, and told
them to rejoice. They were surprised and
asked for the reason for the celebration.
The master explained, “A holy soul is about
to descend into the world today, a soul who
will see only the good in every person,
and who will ardently advocate for every
member of the House of Israel.” The year
of that small celebration was 1740. The
man about whom the master spoke was

Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev.
For more details, and for your inspiration, I
refer you to any of the many biographies of
this great “defender” of the Jewish people.
But I particularly suggest two excellent
biographies, one by Samuel Dresner and
another by Simcha Raz.
Now, let us turn to the very first verse
in this week’s Torah portion, Parshat
Vayeishev (Genesis 37:1-40:23). The verse
reads, “Jacob settled in the land where his
father had sojourned, the land of Canaan.”
The Hebrew for “the land where his father had sojourned” is b’eretz megurei
aviv. There is no dispute among the major
commentators as to the meaning of those
words, although some translators may substitute “had dwelled” for “had sojourned.”
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Along comes Rabbi Levi Yitzchak, however, who suggests an entirely different
meaning of the word megurei. Elsewhere
in the Bible, in admittedly very different
contexts, that word means “fear,” “anxiety,” perhaps even “terror.”
Consider but three examples from the
book of Psalms. There, in chapter 31 verse
14, we have the phrase magor mesaviv,
which translates as “terror on every side.”
Continuing on to chapter 33 verse 8, we
have the phrase “mimenu yaguru,” which
translates as “they will dread him.” Finally,
in chapter 34 verse 5, we have the phrase
“umikol megurosai hitzilani,” which translates as “He saved me from all my terrors.”
Rabbi Levi Yitzchak does not find it
necessary to cite any of those verses in
Psalms, for he assumes that his reader can
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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easily come up with many other examples
that support his thesis. His thesis is simple:
One can easily justify the following
translation of the first verse of our Torah
portion: “Jacob settled in the land of his
father’s fears, the land of Canaan.”
Rabbi Levi Yitzchak also assumes that his
reader need not be reminded of the significance of the phrase “his father’s fears.”
After all, it was as recently as two weeks
ago that we read in Genesis 31:53 of the
oath that “Jacob swore by Pachad Yitzchak,
the Fear of his father Isaac.” Whereas
Jacob’s grandfather Abraham symbolizes
lovingkindness, his father Isaac has come
to represent fear and awe in the Jewish
consciousness. In this week’s Torah portion, then, Jacob is returning to settle in the
land where he cannot escape the attitude
of fearfulness that characterized his father.
But what is the nature of his father’s fear?
Was he anxious about the circumstances
that confront us all? Was he fearful of his
enemies, of natural disasters, of famine?
Rabbi Levi Yitzchak responds to these
questions with a resounding, “No.”
Isaac’s fears were of a distinctly spiritual
nature. He feared that he might fall short
of the Almighty’s expectations of him.

May the Torah learned from this issue
of Torah Tidbits be לע''נ
our beloved husband and father
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on his 15th Yahrzeit
כ''ה כסלו
Dani, J.J., Sammy, Avi and Nesanel Klein
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He was anxious lest he sin and, thereby,
distance himself from his desired and
well-earned closeness to the Almighty.
It was to those spiritual fears that Jacob was
returning when he returned to his father’s
land. When he was distant from his father
and struggling to adjust to his father-in-law
Laban’s treacheries, he could not trouble
himself to be concerned about his diminished relationship with the Lord. After all,
the Lord had promised him, “Remember, I
am with you: I will protect you wherever
you go and will bring you back to this land”
(Genesis 28:15). Now that he had returned
to that land, he had to recover his “father’s
fears.” He had to be concerned about his
relationship with the Almighty and to become afraid, yes afraid, of shemma yigrom
hachet, perhaps his sins had caused a
breach in his relationship with the Lord.
The selection of Rabbi Levi Yitzchak’s biblical commentary that I have just shared
with you, dear reader, is part of the collection of his teachings known as Kedushat
Levi. But Rabbi Levi Yitzchak never stops
with just a comment upon the biblical text.
Rather, he teaches a practical lesson to his
readers, a lesson aimed at connecting his
reader to the Jewish people at large.
Thus, he goes on to write as follows: “For
each of us must serve the Lord at every
moment and every occasion, so that we
always rejoice when we see that it goes
well for other Jews in the world, and
so that if, heaven forbid, the reverse is
true, we feel the pain of others and are
consciously anxious lest we have sinned
and are, thereby, somehow responsible for

the misfortunes of others.”
Each Jew must rejoice when other Jews
are fortunate and must not only suffer
along with their misfortunes but must
do whatever is possible to alleviate those
misfortunes.
Jacob’s “father’s fears” are not mere
neurotic anxieties. Rather, they are based
upon a felt connection with others and an
abiding concern that one’s own failures
may somehow affect others in his family,
others in his community, others in his
nation, and others in the world.
But just feeling empathy is insufficient. We
must be concerned enough to rectify our
own shortcomings for the ultimate benefit
of those around us.
Jacob’s return to his father’s land was not
a mere geographic change of location. It
was a change in his sense of responsibility
for others. He would now be motivated to
better himself so that others could gain
from his closeness to the Almighty.
Read more about the life and works of
Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev, and
you will learn that he practiced what he
preached.
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May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l
The following dvar Torah was submitted to Torah Tidbits from Rabbi Sacks before his passing.

לעילוי נשמות
פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה
עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה
Dedicated by Dr. Robert
Sreter DDS., M.S.

The Power of
Praise

R

euben is the leader who might
have been but never was. He was
Jacob’s firstborn. Jacob said of him
on his deathbed, “Reuben, you are my
firstborn, my might, the first sign of my
strength, excelling in honour, excelling in
power.” (Gen. 49:3) This is an impressive
tribute, suggesting physical presence and
commanding demeanour.
More significantly, in his early years
Reuben consistently appeared to be the
most morally sensitive of Jacob’s children.
He was Leah’s son, and keenly felt his
mother’s disappointment that she was
not Jacob’s favourite. Here is the first
description of him as a child:
16
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During wheat harvest, Reuben went
out into the fields and found some
mandrake plants, which he brought to
his mother Leah. (Gen. 30:14)
Mandrakes were thought to be an
aphrodisiac. Reuben knew this and
immediately thought of his mother. It was
a touching gesture but it misfired because
he presented them to Leah in the presence
of Rachel and unintentionally caused an
argument between them.
The next episode in which we see Reuben
is far more troubling:
Rachel died and was buried on the
way to Ephrat, that is, Bethlehem...
While Israel was living in that region,
Reuben went in and slept [vayishkav]
with his father’s concubine Bilhah ...
(Gen. 35:19-22)
If understood literally this would amount
to a major sin. Sleeping with your father’s
concubine was not only a sexual crime;
it was an unforgivable act of treason and
betrayal, as we discover later in Tanach
when Absalom decides to rebel against
his father David and replace him as king.
Ahitophel gives him the following advice:

“Sleep with your father’s concubines,
whom he left to take care of the palace.
Then all Israel will hear that you have
made yourself obnoxious to your
father, and the hands of everyone
with you will be more resolute.” (2
Samuel 16:21)
According to the Sages, the text about
Reuben is not to be understood literally.1
After Rachel died, Jacob had moved his bed
to the tent of Bilhah, Rachel’s handmaid.
This, felt Reuben, was an intolerable
humiliation for his mother. It was hard for
Leah to endure the fact that Jacob loved her
sister more. It would have been altogether
unbearable for her to discover that he
even preferred Rachel’s handmaid. So
Reuben moved Jacob’s bed from Bilhah’s
tent to Leah’s. The verb vayishkav should
therefore be translated not as “slept with”
but “changed the sleeping arrangement.”
At this point, however, the text does a
strange thing. It says, “Reuben went in
and slept with [or changed the sleeping
arrangement of] his father’s concubine
Bilhah, and Israel heard of it ...” and then
signals a paragraph break in the middle of
the sentence. The sentence ends: “Jacob had
twelve sons.” This is very unusual indeed.
What it suggests is an audible silence.
Communication had completely broken
down between Jacob and Reuben. If the
Sages are correct in their interpretation,
then this is one of the greatest tragedies
in the whole of Genesis. Jacob clearly
believed that Reuben had slept with his
concubine Bilhah. He cursed him for it on
1

See Shabbat 55a-b
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his deathbed:
Unstable as water, you will not excel,
for you went up onto your father’s
bed, onto my couch, and defiled it.
(Gen. 49:4)
Yet according to the Sages, this did not
happen. Had Jacob been willing to speak
to Reuben he would have discovered the
truth, but Jacob grew up in a family that
lacked open, candid communication
(as we saw a few weeks ago, during our
discussion of parshat Toldot). Thus, for
many years Reuben was suspected by his
father of a sin he had not committed – all
because he cared about the feelings of his
mother.
Which brings us to the third episode in
Reuben’s life, the most tragic of all. Jacob
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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favoured Joseph, son of his beloved
Rachel, and the other brothers knew
it. When he gave Joseph a visible sign
of favouritism, the richly embroidered
cloak, the brothers resented it yet more.
When Joseph began to have dreams of
the rest of the family bowing down to
him, the brothers’ animosity reached
boiling point. When they were far from
home, tending the flocks, and Joseph
appeared in the distance, their hatred
made them decide then and there to kill
him. Reuben alone resisted:
When Reuben heard this, he tried to
rescue him [Joseph] from their hands.
“Let’s not take his life,” he said. “Don’t
shed any blood. Throw him into this
cistern here in the wilderness, but do
not lay a hand on him.” Reuben said
this to rescue him from them and take
him back to his father. (Gen. 37:21-22)
Reuben’s plan was simple. He persuaded
the brothers not to kill Joseph but rather
to let him die by leaving him to starve in
a pit. He intended to return later, when
the brothers had moved on, to rescue him.
When he returned, however, Joseph was
no longer there. He had been sold as a

The Torah learning for this
Shabbat Chanuka is לעילוי נשמת
our Father, Grandfather,
Great-Grandfather

Rabbi James I. Gordon z"l
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slave. Reuben was devastated.
Three times Reuben tried to help but
despite his best intentions, his efforts
failed. He was responsible for the one
recorded quarrel between Leah and
Rachel. His father wrongly suspected
him of a major sin and cursed him on his
deathbed. He failed to save Joseph. Reuben
knew when things were not right, and
tried to act to make changes for the better,
but he somehow lacked the prudence,
confidence or courage to achieve his
desired outcome. He should have waited
for Leah to be alone before giving her the
mandrakes. He should have remonstrated
directly with his father about his sleeping
arrangements. He should have physically
taken Joseph safely back home.
What happened to Reuben to make
him lack confidence? The Torah gives a
poignant and unmistakable hint. Listen to
these verses describing the birth of Leah’s
(and Jacob’s) first two children:
When the Lord saw that Leah was
not loved, he enabled her to conceive,
but Rachel remained childless. Leah
became pregnant and gave birth to a
son. She named him Reuben, for she
said, “It is because the Lord has seen
my misery. Surely my husband will
love me now.” She conceived again,
and when she gave birth to a son she
said, “Because the Lord heard that
I am not loved, he gave me this one
too.” So she named him Simeon. (Gen.
29:32-33)
Both times, it was Leah, not Jacob, who
named the child – and both names were

a cry to Jacob to notice her and love her –
if not for herself then at least because she
has given him children. Jacob evidently
did not notice.
Reuben became what he became because
– so the text seems to imply – his father’s
attention was elsewhere; he did not care for
either Leah or her sons (the text itself says,
“the Lord saw that Leah was not loved”).
Reuben knew this and felt intensely his
mother’s shame and his father’s apparent
indifference.
People need encouragement if they are
to lead. It is fascinating to contrast the
hesitant Reuben with the confident - even
overconfident - Joseph, who was loved
and favoured by his father. If we want
our children to have the confidence to act
when action is needed, then we have to
empower, encourage and praise them.
There is a fascinating Mishnah in Ethics of
the Fathers:
Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai had five
(pre-eminent) disciples, namely Rabbi
Eliezer ben Hyrcanus, Rabbi Yehoshua
ben Chananya, Rabbi Yose the Priest,
Rabbi Shimon ben Netanel, and Rabbi
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Elazar ben Arach. He used to recount
their praise: Eliezer ben Hyrcanus - a
plastered well that never loses a drop.
Joshua ben Chananya - happy the one
who gave him birth. Yose the Priest a pious man. Shimon ben Netanel - a
man who fears sin. Elazar ben Arach an ever-flowing spring. (Mishnah Avot
2:10-11):
Why does the Mishnah, whose aim is
to teach us lasting truths, give us this
apparently trivial account of Rabban
Yochanan ben Zakkai’s pupils and how he
used to praise them? The answer, I believe,
is that the Mishnah is telling us how to
raise disciples, how to be a coach, mentor
and guide: by using focused praise.
The Mishnah does not simply say that
Yochanan ben Zakkai said good things
about his students. It uses an unusual
locution: “He used to count [moneh] their
praise”, meaning, his positive remarks
were precise and accurately targeted. He
told each of his disciples what their specific
strength was.
Eliezer ben Hyrcanus had an outstanding
memory. At a time when the Oral Law
was not yet written down, he could recall
the teachings of the tradition better
than anyone else. Elazar ben Arach was
creative, able to come up with an endless
stream of fresh interpretations. When we
follow our particular passions and gifts,
we contribute to the world what only we
can give.
However, the fact that we may have an
exceptional gift may also mean that we
have conspicuous deficiencies. No one
20
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has all the strengths. Sufficient if we have
one. But we must also know what we lack.
Eliezer ben Hyrcanus became so fixated
on the past that he resisted change even
when it was decided on by the majority
of his colleagues. Eventually he was
excommunicated for failing to accept his
colleagues’ ruling (Baba Metzia 59b).
Elazar ben Arach’s fate was even sadder.
After the death of Yochanan ben Zakkai, he
separated from his colleagues. They went
to Yavneh; he went to Hamat (Emmaus).
It was a pleasant place to live and it was
where his wife’s family lived. Apparently
he was so confident of his intellectual
gifts that he believed he could maintain
his scholarship by himself. Eventually
he forgot everything he had ever learned
(Avot de-Rabbi Natan 14: 6). The man more
gifted than his contemporaries eventually
died while making almost no lasting
contribution to the tradition.
There is a delicate balance between the
neglect that leads to someone to lack the
confidence to do the necessary deed, and
the excessive praise or favouritism that
creates overconfidence and the belief that
you are better than others. That balance is
necessary if we are to be the sunlight that
helps others grow.
Covenant and Conversation 5781 is kindly
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charitable
Foundation in memory of Maurice and
Vivienne Wohl z”l.
These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks
are part of the ‘Covenant & Conversation’
series on the weekly Torah reading. Read
more on www.rabbisacks.org.
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MIDEI CHODESH
B'CHODSHO

To Dream
Possible
Dreams:

A Chanukah Message

A

mong the many questions that
arise from the story of Yosef, one
simple question emerges at the
tale’s turning point:
Why does Pharaoh believe Yosef?
Deeply disturbed by a set of dreams, the
King of Egypt desperately turns to one last
source for interpretation. He raises Yosef,
a Hebrew slave, from imprisonment and
commands him to offer an analysis of
the dreams. Yosef predicts seven years of
bountiful plenty followed by seven years of
devastating famine, and suggests a way to
meet the looming challenges. Immediately,

Remembering

Chuck z"l

ישראל בן מאיר ז"ל
on his 10th yarhzeit, 29 Kislev
5th night of Chanuka
Sandy Reichman and family
22

TORAH TIDBITS / VAYEISHEV - CHANUKAH 5781

BY RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN

Faculty, OU Israel
Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Ahavath
Torah, Englewood NJ

Pharaoh declares, “Could we find another
like him [Yosef], a man in whom lies the
spirit of God?” Summarily, the King raises
Yosef to the position of viceroy, charging
him the execution of Yosef’s own suggested
plan.
Once again, we can only ask: Why does
Pharaoh believe Yosef? Why does the
Egyptian King accept, without vacillation,
the words of a lowly Hebrew slave as the
undeniable truth?
Our question is compounded by a
seemingly superfluous phrase in the text…
Commenting on the Torah’s statement that
“none could interpret them [the dreams]
for Pharaoh,” the rabbis explain that
אבינו היקר
לעילוי נשמתare actually
numerous
interpretations
ז"ל
ויענטה בלומה
בצלאל
ישראל בן
suggested
to the king
by his
advisors, only
toDedicated
be rejectedin
out
of hand.
loving
memory

of our dear Father

What is it in Yosef’s approach, in contrast
to all other approaches, that finds favor in
Pharaoh’s
eyes?
On his 6th
Yahrzeit, כ' כסלו

Cyril Newman z”l

Judith
Berger,
This
query
is Zale
far Newman,
from new, and a
Chaviva
Braun andarefamilies
variety
of answers
proposed by the
commentaries.
A puzzling pattern in the text of the Torah
itself, however, may provide the most
intriguing solution to the riddle of Yosef’s
believability.
A study of the text surrounding Pharaoh’s

dreams reveals a hidden struggle emerging
between the king and his advisors. Pharaoh
is intent upon seeing his two dreams as one,
while his courtiers insist that they are two
separate dreams.
Consider the textual interplay as the story
unfolds:
“And Pharaoh awoke and behold it was a
dream.”
“And Pharaoh related his dream to them
(his advisors) but none could interpret
them to Pharaoh.”1
“And Pharaoh said to Yosef: ‘I have dreamt
a dream, but no one can interpret it.”
“And Pharaoh said to Yosef, ‘In my dream I
am standing…’”
“And I (Pharaoh) saw in my dream…”
Yosef senses Pharaoh’s stubborn conviction that he has dreamt one, unified vision.
Standing before the throne, therefore, with
his own fate riding in the balance, Yosef’s
first words to the king are: “Pharaoh’s
dream is one…”
He then repeats, in the very next sentence,
“It is a single dream.”
Finally, he closes his interpretation with
the explanation: “as for the repetition of the
dream to Pharaoh-two times -it is because
the matter stands ready before God, and
God is hastening to accomplish it.”
Among all those advising Pharaoh, only
Yosef is willing to embrace the king’s
conviction that his two dreams are one.
1

Ibid., 41:8.

This willingness, in turn, moves Pharaoh
to accept Yosef’s own interpretation of the
dreams.
A second question, however, now emerges.
Why is Pharaoh so intent upon seeing his
dream as a unified whole? What is so
frightening about the possibility of two
separate dreams?
While the Torah clearly points to Pharaoh’s
stubborn insistence on a single vision, the
text offers no reason for his point of view.
The answer may lie in the mindset
of powerful despots from the time of
Pharaoh onward. Deliberately isolated
and insulated from surrounding reality,
these rulers each insist upon living in a
world of their own design.
Within these buffered worlds, nothing is
more threatening than complexity.
To the king, existence is painted in black
and white: straightforward problems,
simple solutions. Whatever Pharaoh desires rules the day. Issues are disposed of
through the thrust of the sword, enemies
dispatched without much deliberation or
hesitation.
Pharaoh is content when he dreams
of challenges and responses that are
straightforward and clear. Suddenly,
however, into Pharaoh’s fantasy world
intrudes the possibility of two conflicting
dreams. The king is beside himself with
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worry; his carefully constructed existence
may now be facing complex challenges
beyond his control. He turns to his advisers
for reassurance, only to find his worst fears
underscored. “Two dreams,” they say, “the
king has experienced two dreams.”
But then, a lowly Hebrew slave tells the
Egyptian King exactly what he desperately
wants to hear. “Pharaoh’s dream is one.”
Reassured by these words, Pharaoh
returns to the uncluttered world of his own
making and charges Yosef with the task of
dealing with whatever complications may
actually arise.
Pharaoh is not the only one, however, who
seeks a simplified, unified vision of reality.
This desire apparently seeps down to the
lower echelons of the royal household and
perhaps to the entire Egyptian population,
as a whole.
Earlier in the Yosef story, while Yosef
yet languishes in prison, Pharaoh’s
imprisoned Butler and Baker declare:
“We have dreamt a dream, and there is no
interpreter for it.”
How telling! Not only two separate
dreams; but two dreams experienced by
two different people! Yet, the dreamers
insist that they have “dreamt a dream”one dream!
To truly understand the Torah’s message,”
however, we must go back even earlier
in the Yosef story, to a point when Yosef

רפואה שלמה
אפרים אברהם בן רבקה
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still enjoys his status as favorite child in
Yaakov’s home. There, Yosef dreams two
similar dreams, the content of which he
shares with his brothers and father. The
Torah clearly introduces the second of
these visions with the phrase “and he
[Yosef] dreamt another dream.” Yosef
himself tells his brothers, “Behold, I
dreamt another dream…”2
Yosef is able to dream two dreams. He is
willing to embrace the very complexity
that Pharaoh later eschews. This scion
of the patriarchal era fully understands
that the world is not painted in black and
white, but in shades of grey.
Not by chance, the Yosef story and the
festival of Chanukah coincide each year.
For Chanukah is far from the simple, unidimensional occasion of which we first
learned as children. Complex challenges
are carried by this festival; as we commemorate the Hasmonaean rebellion, a burst of
light surrounded by a sea of darkness.
The years leading to the rebellion were
marked by deep fracture within the
Jewish community. Assimilation into
Greek culture had become so rampant
that, had Antiochus IV (the Syrian Greek
king of the Chanukah story) not provoked
the rebellion with his onerous edicts,
the Kingdom of Judea might well have
been overwhelmed by the powerful tide
of Hellenization, ending our story right
there.
The years following the rebellion were
equally devastating. Defying the law
2

Ibid.

prohibiting Kohanim from becoming
kings, the Hasmoneans, the heroes of the
Chanukah tale, assume the throne and
begin a reign increasingly marked by
excess and corruption. By the time the
Hasmonean Dynasty ends, the last two of
its kings, Aristoblus and Hyrcanus, open
the door to Roman domination of Judea by
inviting that rising power to rule on their
dispute over the throne.
Chanukah thus demands that we reflect
on our challenges, even as we celebrate
our victories; that we recognize both
the accomplishments of our era and our
unfinished tasks.
On the one hand, we are people blessed.
After centuries of wandering, we kindle
our Chanukiot in our own land, under our
own rule. Our radiant flames proudly illuminate the vast accomplishments of the
State of Israel and herald the prospect of
burgeoning peace with our neighbors. On
the other hand, the flames weaken as they
flicker over rampant diaspora assimilation, rising worldwide anti-Semitism, continued conflict with our enemies and our
own fractionalization at home.
Chanukah demands that we dream
multiple dreams; that we celebrate, but not
celebrate fully, until all of our challenges
have been met. The message of this festival
is that God- given opportunity becomes
reality only through our efforts, and there
is much left to do.
The centuries since Pharaoh have seen
innumerable world powers rise and fall,
victims of their own inability to adapt to
complex, changing circumstances. These

powers shone brightly in one-dimensional
worlds of their own creation, only to falter
and fail when those worlds collided with
the ever-shifting forces of reality.
Through it all, the Jewish people, the
spiritual heirs of Yosef, have endured
against all odds. Our tradition, with
its unique blend of constancy and
adaptability, has allowed us to embrace
and sanctify a complex world while
meeting its challenges head on.
The world of Pharaoh and Antiochus is no
more.
The world of Yosef, the complex world we
embrace on Chanukah, endures.
Rabbi Goldin is the author of the OU press
volumes “Unlocking the Torah Text,” and
“Unlocking the Haggada.

OU Israel extends a huge
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Shalom to Orly Slomianski
May the young couple merit to
build a Bayit Neeman and be a
source of nachat for their families
and for all of Klal Yisrael!
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RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
PROBING BY
Faculty, OU Israel Center
THE PROPHETS
l

T

his year, Shabbat Chanukah
coincides only with the parasha of
Vayeishev, a rare occurrence, as it
generally falls out on the Shabbat when
we read Parashat Miketz, although, when
there are two Shabatot Chanukah (18%
of the time) Miketz is read on the second
Shabbat. As a result, next week we will
be reading a haftarah specifically chosen
to connect to Parashat Miketz and not to
Chanukah, something that happens only
10% of the time. Now, since we have
learned that Chazal declared that the
haftarah must connect to the theme of the
Maftir reading, this week we set aside the
haftarah that is usually read for Parashat
Vayeishev and, instead, we select the
reading taken from the navi Zecharya.
The prophetic vision that closes the
haftarah is known as “Neirot Zecharya”
a reading that, like the Maftir, connects
to the Chanukah theme, describing as it
does, the navi’s description of a golden
menorah.
Sefer Zecharya is both a unique and a
challenging book. It is a challenging book
because it is filled with the prophet’s
visions whose messages are often difficult
to decipher. It is a unique sefer in that it
is one of only three prophetic works that

רפואה שלמה
יהודה מאיר בן יקירה
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contain the prophecies delivered to the
nation during the Bayit Sheni era (the
books of Chaggai and Malachi being the
other two). But its uniqueness can be seen
in its content as well. Sefer Zecharya is a
book of comforting words and encouraging
messages. Very little of the book is made up
of criticisms and condemnations of Israel,
something which is common in almost
every other work in Nevi’im Acharonim
(the later prophets).
And there is a very good reason for that
uniqueness.
The navi Zecharya spoke to “Shavei
Tziyon”, those Jews who returned to their
land after spending fifty years in the
Babylonian exile. They were but a small
minority who heeded the proclamation
of Koresh as the bulk of the Jewish people
chose to remain in the Diaspora. Led
by Zerubavel and by the Kohen Gadol,
Yehoshua, they arrived in Yerushalayim
poor and destitute to face the numerous
challenges that awaited them. They had
to undertake the difficult (and expensive)
task of rebuilding the Beit HaMikdash,
they had to protect themselves from the
neighbors who had taken over the lands
surrounding Jerusalem, they were urged
by their prophets to remove any foreign
wives they had taken and to withstand
the threats made by the foreign families of
those wives. It was not a simple time.

Hashem knew well that this courageous
minority was neither saintly nor sinless.
But He also knew that they were the
ones who suffered exile, those who lived
among strangers and those who longed
to return home. It was not the time for
censure or condemnation. In order to
face the challenges and conquer them,
this small and weak community needed
the encouragement that only G-d could
give them. And so we read the promise
of Hashem that He will speak comforting
words to them (1; 13) and that He would
return to Yerushalayim in kindness and
rebuild the Bet HaMikdash (1; 16). He
shows the navi visions of how Jerusalem
would grow beyond her borders with
multitudes living there (2; 8) and, as our
haftarah begins, He reassures the nation
that masses of people will yet return and
G-d will grant them their portion in the
Holy Land.
The final vision included in our haftarah,
the vision of the Menorah, addresses the
small remnant that had returned and
that cannot imagine how their small
and weak group could ever succeed in
meeting the many challenges that faced
them. It is a message that reflects the
story of Chanukah as well, since the
relatively few Maccabbim had to face the
powerful Syrian/Greek forces and defeat
them. And the theme of “Lo v’chayil v’lo
v’choach ki im b’ruchi”, is symbolized
by the seven-flamed Menorah that,
as hinted to in the text itself (4; 10),
represent the “eyes” of G-d that are allseeing and stand behind the people of
Israel to support them in their task.

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 101 sqm,
renovated, master bedroom, Safe room, sukkah
balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS
Givat Mordechai: 4-room apartment, 100m,
architecturally renovated, large and fully equipped
kitchen, elevator, Storage, 2,250,000nis
Rechavia:

5-room apartment,
135m, balconies,
4 Exposures,
elevator, small
and quiet building
4,850,000 NIS

Meir
Golan

Me

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet st

And yet, to me,sqm,this
vision
ofandaairy,Second
renovated,
very bright
master bedroom, Safe
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS
Temple prophet speaks so clearly to
Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, br
me. It speaks to
abalcony
generation
who
has
sukkah
facing a magnificent
panoramic
view, 3 exp. S
parking, 3,290,000 NIS
suffered so in elevator,
in the
Diaspora, whose
Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very qui
precious few returned
to build their land
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp.
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS
while the majority did not and who faced
the additional challenge of protecting
themselves from hostile neighbors who
had settled in their promised land. It is
the words of the navi of how Hashem
condemns the accuser (“satan”) who
looks to criticize these people and tells
him “Yig’ar b’cha Hashem”, Hashem
denounces you who chooses to disparage
these people, after all, “Halo zeh ud mutzal
me’esh”-they are SURVIVORS!!! They
have survived the conflagration; they
have survived the destruction; they have
survived the holocaust!!! How DARE you
condemn them??!!
Do you hear this message too? There
are times for criticism and times for
encouragement. We dare not condemn
those who have chosen to return and
rebuild. We must encourage and comfort.
And we must help.
Can’t you hear Zecharya’s words speaking
to us today? I do.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

Extinguishing
Evil or
Spreading
the Light?

I

t is interesting to note that Yosef is
the only one of the twelve shvatim
to whom the Torah attributes two
reasons for his choice of name. First we
are told that Rachel selected the name
Yosef “asaf Elokin es herpasi” (God has
taken away my reproach; Bereshis 30:23).
In the very next pasuk Rachel provides
an additional explanation for naming her
son Yosef - “yosef Hashem li ben acher”
(may Hashem grant me yet another son!).
Essentially these exemplify Yosef’s two
strengths, one with respect to the past –
(removing Rachel’s past suffering) and a
second looking towards the future (Rachel
requesting another son in the future).
Yosef transmitted these two strengths to
his sons as evidenced by their names. One
was called Menashe “shenashani Elokim es
kol Amali” (God has caused me to forget all
my toil and all my father’s house; Bereshis
41:51), relating to forgetting a painful past.
The other was named Efraim - “ki hifrani
28
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Elokim (God has made me fruitful in the
land of my affliction), relating to Yosef’s
present and future.
We know that the actions of the fathers
portend for their descendants; in this case,
these two children represent middos that
we all have to internalize. We’re referred to
as she’eris Yosef and haben yakir li Efraim.
We are all Yosef’s children, so we are all
Menashe and Efraim. They represent two
of our kohos: Menashe represents turning
from evil – help me root out my pain, my
difficulties, the negative. Efraim represents
doing good, gaining the positive. We need
to incorporate both “sur me’ra” (avoiding
evil) and “asei tov” (actively pursuing
good).
Klal Yisrael is never referred to as
Menashe’s children because turning
from evil is not the ikar. We are called
the children of Efraim because the ikar
is the obligation, the doing good, the light
of Torah. Focusing on doing good will
eventually lead to eradicating the evil and
the difficulties.
Rav Zevin and the Shemen Hatov both
suggest that these two middos may serve
as the root of the well-known makhlokes
between Hillel and Shammai. (Shabbos
21).
Fire does two things – on one hand it

destroys and removes, yet in addition, it
illuminates and shines. Both aspects are
necessary. We have to root out our yetzer
hara and our negative tendencies, and of
course, we have to focus on the positive, to
spread the light of the Torah.
The Maccabim did both. They had to burn
out the Greek mentality, the Hellenistic
nature of some Jews, and then they had to
purify the Beis HaMikdash and rekindle
the Menora’s lights and the light of Torah
and mitzvos.
What was the Maccabim’s primary objective? Which aspect do we remember?
That’s the makhlokes between Hillel and
Shammai. Shammai posits that we descend from lighting eight candles to one,
to underscore that the main objective is
to root out the negative, symbolized by
this descending kindling of the menorah.
Hillel believes that the main objective is
to spread the light, and the darkness will
automatically disappear with the addition
of light, so we are to increase the light by
increasing a candle each night.
Our custom follows that of Hillel - the
main objective is the element of Efraim
(spreading the light) over Menashe
(extinguishing evil). This Chanuka let’s take
that active approach and share inspiring
thoughts so that we can enlighten those
around us with the beauty of the Torah.

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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The Glow of
the Candles

T

he gemara (Shabbat 22a) records in
the name of Rabi Tanchum, “ner shel
Chanukah shehinichah lemaalah
miesrim amah pesulah”, Chanukah lights
that have been placed higher than twenty
amot are invalid. Immediately following,
the gemara tells us, also quoting Rabi
Tanchum, the pit into which Yosef’s
brothers threw him had no water in it,
yet it did contain snakes and scorpions.
What is the connection between these
two statements made by Rabi Tanchum?
Furthermore, how is this comment
concerning Yosef and the pit relevant to
this section which discusses the laws and
customs of Chanukah?
The Megaleh Amukos teaches that the
Greek exile served as an atonement for
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the sale of Yosef. Rav Pinchas Friedman
in Shevilei Pinchas expounds further.
Yaakov Avinu spent 14 years in the yeshiva
of Shem Vaever learning to live as Jew in
galus before reaching Lavan’s home. He
understood that Yosef would need these
special lessons in the future and taught him
‘torat hagalut’ from the time he was three
years old for 14 years. Thus, at the age of
17, Yosef was sent to seek the welfare of his
brothers, in effect, initiating the beginning
of his galus experience. We are told that
Yosef Hatzadik was able to maintain his
identity as a Jew because he constantly
kept ‘the image of his father’ before him.
This image symbolized the teachings he
received from his father which served as
a guide for his survival in a foreign land.
Additionally, the brothers threw Yosef into
a pit filled with snakes and scorpions yet
he remained unharmed; unwittingly, they
implemented a symbolic act (see Ramban
Bereisheet 12;6), that ensured Yosef’s
ability to endure through the ‘snakes

and scorpions’ of galus. Moreover, it was
the forerunner of the Jews’ perpetuity
as a whole in the galus of Mitzrayim and
subsequent galuyot as well.
Rav Avraham Schorr in Halekach
Vehalibuv notes that the candles must
be lower than 20 amot to generate the
maximum advantage of the candles.
Although at that height the candles may
be physically visible it doesn’t allow
one the opportunity to introspect and
reflect on their meaning. The meditative
experience should enter the inner recesses
of our souls, acting as a catalyst to finetune
middot in need of improvement. Although
the brothers looked deep into the pit to
check that it was empty, they were not able
to see inside the crevices that did indeed
contain snakes and scorpions. Chanukah
is a time to use the light; to contemplate the
‘snakes’ -- the passions in our lives and the
‘scorpions’ -- the coldness and indifference
in our service of Hashem and make the
appropriate adjustments.

Shoshana Dekel, M.S.W. -
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& Certified Couple/Family Therapist
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E-mail: shoshpashosh@gmail.com
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Yechiel - 0524876901

The Sefat Emet points out that we light the
chanukiah at the entrance of our homes.
This symbolizes how Hashem opens
up new possibilities for those who do
teshuvah during Chanukah. On Chanukah
we not only remember the rededication
of the Beit Hamikdash of old, we can also
rededicate ourselves to our relationship
with Hashem. This auspicious time for
teshuvah culminates on the eighth day of
Chanukah, ‘zot chanukah’, the final day
wherein our judgement that began on
Rosh Hashanah is sealed. Let us keep the
candles close, take advantage of their glow
and remember the power of our identity.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Shlomo Michael ben Meir z'l

Keep Your Eye
on the Light

R

av Dovid Trenk zt’l, the legendary
educator,
mentor
and
Rosh
Yeshivah was a passionate eved
Hashem and a gadol in chinuch and
ahavas Yisrael. Before founding his own
Yeshiva, Rav Dovid was a beloved educator
and mashgiach at Adelphia, a Yeshiva
renowned for helping talmidim grow and
reach their potential.
A frum passenger riding the South
Jersey bus to Brooklyn was sitting
behind two talmidim from Adelphia, and
overheard their conversation, about a

In loving memory of our honored
husband, father, grandfather
and great grandfather

Mr. J Jerry Schechter z"l
משה יוסף בן יהודה וציזא ז"ל
in honor of his second yahrzeit
כ"ט כסלו

From Mimi & Mike Green and family
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small television they were hiding in the
dormitory. Imagining that the Yeshiva
administration would want to know this
piece of information, the fellow hurried to
call Rav Trenk to inform him.
“Tell me,” said Rav Trenk, “do you know
what masechta, which tractate, they’re
learning?” The well-meaning passenger
admitted that he did not know, and he had
not spoken with the boys.
“Everyone makes mistakes, is working
through challenges, hiding something, or
fighting the yetzer hara. The place where
they are struggling, that you caught. But
the main thing to look at is what they’re
learning, in what areas in Avodas Hashem
are they shteiging, growing. What makes
them great you somehow missed. My
friend, you didn’t see those boys at all.”

In our sedra this Shabbos Chanukah,
a tragic drama unfolds in the house
of Yaakov Avinu. No stranger to strife
between brothers, Yaakov Avinu is aware
of the tension between his sons, and
encourages a meeting between them:
“And Yisrael said to Yosef, ‘Are your
brothers not pasturing in Shechem? Come,
and I will send you to them…. Lech na re’eh
es sh’lom achecha, go now and seek your
brothers’ welfare… and bring me back

word’” (Bereishis, 37:14).
The Tiferes Shlomo, Rebbe Shlomo
haKohen of Radomsk, zy’a, makes a
beautiful diyuk in Yaakov’s language, as
he begs Yosef: na, please, re’eh sh’lom
achecha, proactively search out the part
of your brothers that is shaleim, whole. He
is saying, ‘Please go out of your previous
experiences and actively see the good in
your brothers!’ Though things may be
difficult and your relationship tense, ‘na’,
please, focus on their nekudos tovos; strive
to see the positive in them by focusing on
their good points.
Yaakov wants his family to remain intact
and to thrive — and to reveal the secret of
happiness, as hinted in the verse, “Who
is the man who desires life, who loves
days? Liros tov, see goodness” (interpretive
translation of Tehillim, 34:13).

בס"ד
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How careful we must be, concludes the
Tiferes Shlomo, to protect ourselves from
the downward pull of seeing negativity:
Rak yistakeil b’maalas chaveiro v’yaalim
einav m’chesrono. “One should only look
at the positive qualities of his fellow, and
remove his eyes from his deficiency.”

Chanukah celebrates our liberation
from our oppressors and the renewal
of the avoda, the holy service in the Beis
haMikdash, after decades of Greek rule,
impurity and defilement. During these
eight days we relive chanukas mizbeach,
the rededication of the altar, and the
reestablishment of the Temple as the
center of our lives.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Chanukah shares the root of the word chinuch, meaning alternately ‘inauguration’
or ‘education’. Contemplating the narrative and traditions of Chanukah provides
insightful lessons and important instruction in the ways of education. For example:
Believe in ‘a little bit’. Just as lighting a little
bit of oil became the basis of a miracle,
recognizing a little bit of merit or talent in a
student can become the basis of wondrous
growth.
Light is stronger than darkness. Negative
behavior is superficial. When inner light
is revealed, the negativity will be dispelled,
and the essence of the individual will
continue to shine, unimpeded.
Emunah and optimism are transformative.
While criticism and punishment may
seem to temporarily motivate people, such
strategies will not transform them. Having
faith in others, and envisioning the best
they can be, allows them to change from
within.
Tragically, it was not long after the
miraculous Maccabean victory and
miracle of the Menorah light that the
leadership of Klal Yisrael unravelled,
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and the Greeks re-asserted control over
the Beis haMikdash. The reprieve from
Greek oppression was short lived, and
controversy and corruption ultimately
drove us from Yerushalayim once again.
However, more than two millennia later,
we continue to kindle Chanukah lights, to
relive and remember the sweetness of the
emunah we tasted as we reconsecrated our
Temple and celebrated a powerful victory
of light over darkness.
Chanukah is a reminder to focus on the
nekudos tovos, the good points, that which
is whole; to keep our eyes on the light, and
define ourselves and each other by our
strengths, victories and successes.
This Chanukah may we commit ourselves
to positive chinuch, and re-dedicate
ourselves to seeking out sh’lom acheinu —
focusing on what is whole in our children,
students, friends, family members and all
of Klal Yisrael.
(Please note: it is really challenging to
not share stories from Just Love Them:
The Life and Legacy of Rabbi Dovid Trenk
EVERY week. I nominate yedidi Reb Yisroel
Besser for a Nobel Prize in Literature for
authoring this masterpiece!)

Attention all
Chidon HaTanach lovers!!
Wednesday, Dec. 23rd, 8:00PM

Here’s your chance to become an online CHIDON COACH!!!
Help children from around the world
to prepare for the Chidon this year!
Join OU Israel and the Jewish Agency for
a zoom information session.
Open to all levels of Tanach proficiency/
Knowledge of foreign languages helpful
Register at:
www.ouisrael.org/events/chidonhatanach

OU ISRAEL CENTER

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

l

02-560-9110
OU ISRAEL CENTER

35

SIMCHAT SHMUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

T

he Talmud in Masechet Shabbat, in
describing the Miracle of Chanukah,
speaks primarily of the Nes pach
hashemen, the miraculous oil that burned
for eight days, and makes no mention
of the perhaps more significant miracle,
the military and spiritual victory of the
Chashmonaim, who not only defeated
the mighty Greek Empire, but restored a
Torah way of life for the many thousands
of Jews who had assimilated into Greek
culture and society.
This might easily be explained by the
positioning of this Talmudic entry,
indeed the entire Talmudic account and
description of Chanukah and its practice
appears as a footnote to a discussion
regarding materials that may be used
to kindle the Sabbath lights. Perhaps
the message being conveyed is that the
account of the victory of the Chashmonaim
is placed specifically within the discussion
of lighting Shabbat candles, to emphasize
that the Chashmonaim courageously
fought to restore the sanctity and centrality
of Shabbat in Jewish life.
However, our Master, Rabbi Avraham

Yitzchak HaKohen Kook, ztvk”l, had a
fascinating and original approach to the
entire passage.
The Gemara introduces us to the story of
the Chashmonaim:
“Mai Chanuka? D’Tanu Rabanan, B’Kuf Hey
B’Kislev, yumei d’chanuka, tamneya inun
delo lemasped behon, udelo lehitanot b’hon.
Shekenichnisu yevanim leheichal timu kol
hashmanim shebeheichal. Uchshegavra
malchut beit Chashmonai, unitzchom, bidku
velo matzu eleh pach echad shel shemen
munach b’chotmo shel cohein gadol, velo
haya bo l’hadlik yom echad, naaseh bo nes,
v’hidliku mimenu shmona yomim...”
“What is Chanukah? As our Rabbis taught:
On the 25th of Kislev begins the days of
Chanukah - days when we do not eulogize,
and do not fast. For when the Greeks entered
the Temple, and rendered impure all of
the oil that was in the Temple. And when
the Kingdom was again established by the
Chashmonaim, they went to search for oil,
and found only one jar of oil with the seal
of the High Priest. It was barely enough oil
to burn for one day, and a miracle occurred
and the oil burnt for eight days...”

Rabbi Joel Portnoy
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UK - certified mohel now available in Jerusalem area.
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The obvious question to be asked is
if the Greeks had indeed defiled all
the oil, as the first part of the text
suggests, how is it possible that there
was a vessel that remained with

the proper seal? Might this in itself be the
reason why our Sages chose to highlight
the miracle of the oil, over the miraculous
military victory?
Rav Kook as cited in the anthology, Moadei
HaRayah, explains this Gemara:
“B’Chol Adam MiYisrael, yesh tzad kehuna,
mipnei shebichlalam heima mamlechet
cohanim v’Goy kadosh, uteshuka hapnimit
likedushat hachaim uledaat HaTorah;
ganuza hi b’omek halev hayisraeli.
V’oto-Hapach hakatan- haolam hapnimi
haganuz-Shemunach b’chotmo shel cohein
gadol, lo yochlu hayevanim letamei...”
“Within every single Jew exists an aspect of
priesthood, because collectively the Jewish
People are a priestly nation and a holy
people; and are joined by the inner desire
for a life of holiness and to know the secrets
of the Torah. This quality remains safely
hidden deep within the heart of each and
every Jew. This small container, the hidden
inner eternal holiness, which is sealed with
the seal of the high priest, this inner holiness
could not be contaminated by the Greeks!”
The miracle of the pach hashemen, as
understood by Rav Kook, is not in the
extended flammability of a small cruise
of actual olive oil, but rather the sudden
awareness of the flame which burns inside
of each of us as Jews, hidden safely away
inside each of our hearts, which can never
be extinguished.
May the lights of our chanukiot inspire us
to tap into the inner light, the tucked away
jar of pure oil which burns within each of
our hearts. Chanukah Sameach!

ומאבחנת
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OU Israel Proudly Presents:

Chanuka Insights & Inspiration
ROSH CHODESH TEVET, TUES. DECEMBER 15
8:00PM ISRAEL TIME/1 PM EST

A special broadcast shiur
with HaRav HaGaon
HaRav Asher Weiss, shlita
https://www.ouisrael.org/chanukashiur/
Dedicated by Andrew and Leah Lewis and family
in loving memory of their father and grandfather,
R’ Avraham Ben Ben Tzion Halevi z’l
in commemoration of his 21’st yahrtzeit

l

22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM

02-560-9100

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

ROSH CHODESH TEVET
SEMINAR FOR WOMEN
IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF OUR IMAHOT

Wednesday, December 16, Tevet 1, 9:00AM - 1:00PM

In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a”h
מרת חיה סאשא בת ר’ יוסף הלל
9:00 – 9:10 Welcome and Introduction
Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski
9:10 – 10:00 מעשה אמהות סימן לבנות:
In the Footsteps of our Imahot Mrs. Shani Taragin
10:00 -10:45 Chayei Sarah, the Life of
a Jewish Woman Mrs. Chana Deutch

Women Reaching Higher

10:45 – 11:15 Jumping into the Shoes of Sarah
Imenu – Behind the Scenes of “To Count the Stars”
(WPC production about Avraham and Sarah)
11:15 – 12:00 Rivkah: Like a Rose amongst
Thorns Mrs. Sylvie Schatz
12:05 – 12:45 Rachel and Leah, Torah
and Tefila Mrs. Yael Dworkin

For more information and to register: www.ouisrael.org/events/tevet2020
https://web.zoom.us/j/87875627311 Password: ouisrael

OU ISRAEL CENTER

l

FREE OF
CHARGE

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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OU Israel at

Online Shiurim & Programs

SUN, DEC 13

TUE, DEC 15

MON, DEC 14

9:00 AM

9:15 AM

9:00 AM

Psalm 30, Mizmor Shir
Chanukat Habayit:
Rededicating the Temple and
Ourselves
https://zoom.
us/j/92253147141

How the Haftarah of Shabbat
Chanukah relates to Sefer Ezra
https://zoom.us/j/144986284

Minchat Chinuch https://zoom.
us/j/89983298537

10:30 AM

Mrs. Shira Smiles

Rabbi David Walk

10:15 AM

Rabbi Aharon Adler

Conflicting Chanukah Customs
https://zoom.us/j/403831319

11:30 AM

Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

Mishlei: Wisdom for Life
(L’Ayla) https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/82280847618

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

Men’s Gemara Chabura S,T,TH
https://zoom.us/j/887981820

Mrs. Pearl Borow

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

Yosef and the Heroes of Chanuka
https://zoom.us/j/700303855

11:45 AM

Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

The Spiritual Revolution of the
Cohanim
https://zoom.us/j/81925157325

4:30PM

Rabbi Hillel Ruvell

9:00 PM

Rabbi Sam Shor Chanuka:

Kindling the Lights of Mashiach
facebook.com/OUIsrael

4:30 PM

MISSED A CLASS?

You can watch the recording at
www.ouisrael.org/video-library

9:15 AM

Torah Tapestries (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.us/j/98629920642

10:30 AM

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin Yosef
Hatzadik, Purim and Chanuka:
the Connecting Current https://
zoom.us/j/195174554

2:00 PM

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

5:00 PM

Mrs. Sylvie Schatz
Chazal:Insights Into
Our Times (L’Ayla)
https://zoom.
us/j/85177782268

8:00 PM Special Event

Rabbi Hillel Ruvell

Men’s Gemara B’Iyun S,M,W,Th
https://zoom.
us/j/86466998217

Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

*L’AYLA CLASSES ARE
FOR WOMEN ONLY

PLEASE NOTE:
Password for classes is

Chanuka Insights and
Inspiration with HaRav
Asher Weiss https://
www.ouisrael.org/
chanukashiur/

ouisrael

Archived recordings of shiurim: https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library/
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in the comfort of your Home
WED, DEC 16
9:00 AM

THURS, DEC 17
9:00 AM

Rabbi Shimshon Nadel

The Macabees & the Modern
Medinat Yisrael https://zoom.
us/j/6878683646

Rabbi Ian Pear Chanuka: Do
you Believe in Miracles?
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/83538640996

10:15 AM

10:00 AM

Prophets, Greeks and Rabbis –
Chanuka and the Oral Law
https://zoom.us/j/460662359

Chanuka:Why such an
Emphasis on Mehadrin?
https://zoom.us/j/85013190644

Rabbi Anthony Manning

Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski

11:30 AM

10:15 AM

Jewish Thinkers https://zoom.
us/j/772450422

Light the Way we Light https://
zoom.us/j/615813416

Rabbi Alan Kimche Great

Rabbi Avi Herzog Why we

4:30PM

11:30 AM

8:30 PM

Unlocking the Messages of Chazal
https://zoom.us/j/488542635

Rabbi Hillel Ruvell
Rabbi Ezra Friedman

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

Practical Kashrut https://zoom.
us/j/698124792

2:00 PM

8:30 PM

4:30PM Rabbi Hillel Ruvell

Rav Meir Goldwicht (Hebrew)

Parshat Hashavua https:// zoom.
us/j/2244321902
Passcode: 18

9:00 AM-1:00 PM
Special Event Rosh

Chodesh Tevet Seminar for
Women https://zoom.
us/j/87875627311

WATCH US ON
YOU TUBE

Rabbi Jeffrey Bienenfeld

8:00 PM

Rabbi Ari Kahn. Accusations
of Hellenism https://zoom.
us/j/2624570009

5:30 PM-1:00 PM
Special Event Family

Chanukapalooza – Closing
Event https://zoom.
us/j/85188407672
LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Chanukah Candle Lighting
KAVANA: One should have in mind to fulfill the Rabbinic Mitzva (with Torah backing) of
NER CHANUKAH plus the HIDUR MITZVA of the extra candles (each night after the first).
One should acknowledge G-d and thank Him for the Chanukah miracles in particular, and
for all His miracles and kindnesses in general.

ּ ָברּוְך אַ ּ ָתה ה' אֱ ֹלקינּו מֶ לֶ ְך הָ עֹולָ ם
אֲ ֶ ׁשר ִק ְּד ָ ׁשנּו ְּב ִמצְ ֹותָ יו וְצִ ָוּנּו
(של) חֲ נ ּ ָֻכה.
לְ הַ דְ לִ יק נֵר ֶ ׁ
ּ ָברּוְך אַ ּ ָתה ה' אֱ ֹלקֵ ינּו מֶ לֶ ְך הָ עֹולָ ם
ֶ ׁשעָ ָש ׂה נִ ִּסים לַ אֲ בֹותֵ ינּו ּ ַב ּ ָי ִמים
הָ הֵ ם ּ ַב ְּזמַ ן הַ ּ ֶזה.
On the first night add:

וְה ִּגיעָ נּו לַ ְּזמַ ן הַ ּ ֶזה
וְק ְּימָ נּו ִ
ּ ָברּוְך אַ ּ ָתה ה' אֱ ֹלקֵ ינּו מֶ לֶ ְך הָ עֹולָ ם ֶ ׁשהֶ חֱ יָנּו ִ
יקין ,עַ ל הַ ִּנ ִּסים וְ עַ ל הַ ִּנפְ לָ אֹות וְ עַ ל הַ ְּתׁשּועֹות וְ עַ ל הַ ִּמלְ חָ מֹות,
הַ ּ ֵנרֹות הַ ּ ָללּו ֽ ָאנו מַ דְ לִ ִ
דֹושים .וְ כָ ל ְשמֹונַת יְ מֵ י
ֶ ׁשעָ ִש ׂיתָ לַ אֲ בֹותֵ ינּו ּ ַב ּ ָי ִמים הָ הֵ ם ּ ַבזְ מַ ן הַ ּ ֶזה ,עַ ל יְ דֵ י ּכ ֹהֲ נֶיָך הַ ְּק ִ
חֲ נ ּ ָֻכה ,הַ ּ ֵנרֹות הַ ּ ָללּו ק ֹדֶ ׁש הֵ ן ,וְ אֵ ין לָ נּו רְ ׁשּות לְ ִה ְ ׁש ּ ַת ּ ֵמׁש ּ ָבהֵ ן ,אֶ ּ ָלא לִ רְ אֹותָ ן ִּבלְ בָ דְּ ,כדֵ י
לְ הֹודֹות ּולְ הַ לֵ ל לְ ִ ׁש ְמָך הַ ּ ָגדֹול ,עַ ל נִ ּ ֶסיָך וְ עַ ל נִ פְ לְ אֹותֶ יָך וְ עַ ל יְ ׁשּועָ תֶ ָך
מָ עֹוז צּור יְ ׁשּועָ ִתי לְ ָך נָאֶ ה לְ ַ ׁש ּ ֵבחַ .
ִתּכֹון ּ ֵבית ְּתפִ ּ ָל ִתי וְ ָ ׁשם ּתֹודָ ה נְ ז ּ ֵַבחַ .
לְ עֵ ת ּ ָתכִ ין מַ ְט ּ ֵבחַ ִמ ּ ָצר הַ ְמנ ּ ֵַבחַ .
אָ ז אֶ גְ מ ֹר ְּב ִ ׁשיר ִמזְ מֹור חֲ נ ּ ַֻכת הַ ִּמזְ ּ ֵבחַ :

ְּכרֹות קֹומַ ת ְּברֹוׁש ִּב ּ ֵקׁש אֲ גָגִ י ּ ֶבן הַ ְּמדָ תָ א
וְ נִ ְהיָתָ ה לֹו לְ פַ ח ּולְ מֹוקֵ ׁש וְ גַאֲ וָתֹו נִ ְ ׁש ּ ָבתָ ה
ר ֹאׁש יְ ִמינִ י נִ ּ ֵש ׂאתָ וְ אֹויֵב ְ ׁשמֹו מָ ִחיתָ
ר ֹב ּ ָבנָיו וְ ִקנְ ָינָיו עַ ל הָ עֵ ץ ּ ָתלִ יתָ :

רָ עֹות ָש ׂבְ עָ ה נַפְ ִ ׁשי ְּביָגֹון ּכ ֹ ִחי ּ ָכלָ ה
חַ ּ ַיי מֵ רְ רּו בְ ק ִ ֹׁשי ְּב ִ ׁשעְ ּבּוד מַ לְ כּות עֶ גְ לָ ה
הֹוציא אֶ ת הַ ְּסג ּ ָֻלה
ּובְ יָדֹו הַ ְּגדֹולָ ה ִ
חֵ יל ּ ַפרְ ע ֹה וְ כָ ל זַרְ עֹו יָרְ דּו ְּכאֶ בֶ ן ִּב ְמצּולָ ה:

יְ וָנִ ים נִ ְק ְּבצּו עָ לַ י אֲ זַי ִּבימֵ י חַ ְ ׁשמַ ִּנים
ּופָ רְ צּו חֹומֹות ִמגְ ּ ָדלַ י וְ ִט ְּמאּו ּ ָכל הַ ְּ ׁשמָ נִ ים
ּׁשֹוש ִּנים
ּומּנֹותַ ר קַ נְ קַ ִּנים ַנע ֲָש ׂה נֵס לַ ַ ׁ
ִ
ְּבנֵי בִ ינָה יְ מֵ י ְ ׁשמֹונָה קָ בְ עּו ִ ׁשיר ּורְ נָנִ ים:

ְּדבִ יר קָ דְ ׁשֹו הֱ בִ יאַ נִ י וְ גַם ָ ׁשם ל ֹא ָ ׁשקַ ְט ִּתי
ּובָ א נֹוגֵׂש וְ ִהגְ לַ נִ י ִּכי זָרִ ים עָ בַ דְ ִּתי
וְ יֵין רַ עַ ל מָ סַ כְ ִּתי ִּכ ְמעַ ט ֶ ׁשעָ בַ רְ ִּתי
נֹושעְ ִּתי:
קֵ ץ ּ ָבבֶ ל זְ ר ּ ָֻבבֶ ל לְ קֵ ץ ִ ׁשבְ עִ ים ַ ׁ

חֲ ׂשֹוף זְ רֹועַ קָ דְ ֶ ׁשָך וְ קָ רֵ ב קֵ ץ הַ יְ ׁשּועָ ה
נְ ק ֹם נִ ְקמַ ת עֲבָ דֶ יָך מֵ אֻ ּ ָמה הָ רְ ָ ׁשעָ ה
ִּכי אָ רְ כָ ה הַ ּ ָ ׁשעָ ה וְ אֵ ין קֵ ץ לִ ימֵ י הָ רָ עָ ה
ְּדחֵ ה אַ דְ מֹון ְּבצֵ ל צַ לְ מֹון הָ קֵ ם לָנּו רֹועִ ים ִשׁבְ עָה:
TORAH TIDBITS / VAYEISHEV - CHANUKAH 5781
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Chanukah Review
SETTING up the
CHANUKIYA
One should prepare his Chanukiya well in
advance of lighting time, so that there will
not be a delay in lighting at the proper
time. Especially so on Friday because
things get hectic as Shabbat approaches.
(And especially NOT SO for Motza”Sh
lighting - no preparation for lighting after
Shabbat may be done on Shabbat).
Some have the custom of setting up
their Chanukiya in the morning for
the evening (this goes for every day –
except Shabbat, of course). This not only
serves the practical purpose, as above,
but it also commemorates the practice
in the Beit HaMikdash called Hatavat
HaNeirot, whereby the Kohen (Gadol)
tended the Menora and prepared it in the
morning for kindling in late afternoon.
Since our lighting on Chanukah directly
commemorates the lighting of the Menora
in the Beit HaMikdash, this suggestion
provides a nice “added touch” to the
mitzva and symbolism.

AL HANISIM is added to every

Amida and Birkat HaMazon throughout
Chanukah. There is no reference to
Chanukah in BRACHA MEI’EIN SHALOSH
(a.k.a. AL HAMICHYA).
Forgetting AL HANISIM does NOT
invalidate either the Amida or Birkat
HaMazon. That means that neither is to be

repeated because of the omission.
However, if one realizes the omission
before the end of the Amida, AL HANISIM
can be said right before YIHYU L’RATZON,
with the modified introduction, below. In
Birkat HaMazon, an omitted AL HANISIM
becomes a HARACHAMAN, right before
HARACHAMANHU Y’ZAKEINU, as follows
(there are variant texts for this)...

ָנִּסים וְנִפְ לָ אֹות ּכְ ֵׁשם ֶׁשעָ ִׂשית
ִ הָ רַ חֲ מָ ן הּוא ַיע ֲֶׂשה לָ נּו
... ּבִ ימֵ י מַ ִּת ְתיָהּו,לַ אֲ בֹותֵ ינּו ּבַ ּי ִָמים הָ הֵ ם ּבַ ּזְ מַ ן הַ ּזֶה

BRACHOT before
LIGHTING
Brachot should be recited BEFORE
beginning to light the candles. This
complies with the general rule for
Brachot of Mitzva, that they be recited
immediately before performance of the
mitzva, if possible. This means, that on
the first night, wait until all three brachot
are said before lighting the candle. And,
even on the eighth night, don’t start
lighting the candles until you finish both
brachot.
(Some hold that this applies to the first
b’racha - the mitzva b’racha, but not
necessarily to the other b’rachot. Check
with your Rav if you are not sure which
opinion to follow.)

PLACEMENT of the
CANDLES
Opinions differ, but a common practice is
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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to place the first candle (or oil cup) in the
right side of the Chanukiya. If one lights at
the doorpost, then the first candle should
be closest to the doorpost, even if it is the
left side of the Chanukiya. From the second
night on, the custom (one of the customs) is
to place the candles (or all) from right to
left, and to light it, left to right.
At the doorpost, one adds it from the
doorpost out, and lights it starting with the
candle closest to the doorpost.

ESSENCE and HIDUR
The essential performance of the mitzva of
Chanukah is the lighting of a single candle
each night. The custom that we follow of
increasing the number of candles each
night is a HIDUR MITZVA (enhancement of
the mitzva).
It is because the first candle you light
fulfills the mitzva, that the b’rachot should
be said before any lighting.
One practice that has developed because
of the distinction between the first candle
and the others, is to begin reciting/
singing HANEIROT HALALU after the
first candle is lit, while lighting the
others. Alternatively, one can wait until
the lighting is done to say HANEIROT
HALALU. Stick to family practice, unless
good reason to switch.

RIGHT after LIGHTING
One should not just light the Chanukah
candles (and sing Maoz Tzur) and then
go on to business as usual, but rather one
should look at the candles for a while,
44
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ponder G-d’s miracles, spend some time
with the family talking about the message
of Chanukah and how it relates to our
time, play a little dreidel, sing a song or
two, have a special Chanukah snack,
have some Chanukah fun. And most
importantly, the learning of TORAH should
be part of lighting. It is recommended to
learn some Torah, share a Dvar Torah,
have a family shiur... right after candle
lighting (or sometime in the evening).
You are invited to join OU Israel's Family
Chanukah Experience. For more details
and to register please visit www.ouisrael.
org/events/familychanukah.
The decrees of the Greeks included a
ban on learning Torah. Our celebrating
Chanukah marks our freedom from Greek
oppression, including the ability to learn
Torah in public without fear. So let’s do
just that!

INDOORS/OUTDOORS
The original place for lighting and
displaying of the Chanukiya was outdoors
at the entrance to one’s home or courtyard.
Over many generations in exile, where
lighting outdoors was inconvenient
(weather-wise) to say the least, and often
dangerous (“neighbors”), the practice
evolved to light indoors.
When lighting inside the home – for
whatever reason - the one place that the
Chanukiya should not be placed is where
the Shabbat candles usually are. They
need to be in an eye-catching, attentiongrabbing location so they can serve their
function of Publicizing the Miracles. Many

people who have come to Israel, still light
inside, at the window, as they had been
doing in their countries of origin. Others
have gone back to the original practice
of lighting outdoors, which is common in
Israel - especially in Jerusalem.
When lighting outdoors, the candles are
usually protected from getting blown out
by being placed inside a specially made
box.

WHEN TO LIGHT
Weeknights
There are two opinions as to when is
the ideal time to light Chanukah lights
during the week (i.e. except for Friday
and Motza”Sh, when Shabbat affects the
timing, as we will soon present).
Minhag Yerushalayim (which many, but
not everyone in Jerusalem follow – and
some outside Jerusalem do follow) is to
light with the setting of the sun.
Those who light with sunset should have
already davened Mincha, and should
subsequently daven Maariv at the
appropriate time.

THE OTHER OPINION
The “rest of the Jewish world” lights when
the “light of the sun has left the sky”, i.e.
Stars-Out a.k.a. Tzeit HaKochavim.

UNTIL WHEN?
Candles must burn at least a half hour after
צאת הכוכבים. This was the original (time of
the Gemara) time period after dark that
people were still around outdoors and

SHIUR SPONSORS
Tuesday, Dec 1 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur was sponsored
by Dvora Grossbaum in memory of her stepmother Helen Chaya Briendel bat Yaakov a”h
Tuesday, Dec 1 - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur was
sponsored by Sara Berelowitz in honor of the engagement
of her daughter Talya Sterman to David Wertenteil
Tues Dec 1 - Rabbi Goldin’s shiur was sponsored by
David and Ziva Katz In loving memory of Ziva’s father
Henry Feld z”l, חיים בן מנחם ז”ל
Wednesday, Dec 2 - the 11:30am shiur was sponsored
לרפואת מיכאל אברהם בן חנה רבקה
בתוך שאר חולי ישראל
Sunday. December 6 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur
was sponsored anonymously in appreciation
of the Torah learning we receive each week
Monday, December 7th - Pearl Borow’s shiur
was sponsored anonymously in appreciation
of the Torah learning received each week
Tuesday, December 8 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur
was sponsored by Rosalind Ricken-Pomerance
in memory of our parents - their yahrzeits are all in Kislev
Tuesday, Dec 8 - Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored
by Susan Schwell In loving memory of
Reuven Meir ben Shraga Feivel z”l, Bob Schwell
Tuesday, December 8 - Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored
by Rhoda and Jack Wachsstock on the Yahrzeit of Jack’s
parents, Dovid Azriel ben Shaul Yaakov z”l
and Chanah bas Shlomo HaLevi a”h
Tuesday, Dec 8 - Shira Smiles’ shiur was sponsored by
Darlene Herman in loving memory of her father
Irving Herman z”l לע”נ יצחק בן אליהו יתזקאל זל
on his yahrzeit 22 Kislev
Wednesday, December 9th - Rabbi Manning’s shiur
is sponsored by Susan Schwell in loving memory of
Reuven Meir ben Shraga Feivel z”l, Bob Schwell
Wednesday, December 9 - Rabbi Manning’s shiur
is sponsored by Ruth and Ron Friedman in honor of
the upcoming marriage of their granddaughter,
Shaindel to Yaakov Yisrael Schechter
Wednesday, Dec 9 - Rabbi Manning’s shiur is sponsored
by Marvin Schechter and Debbie Rapps and their families
in memory of their father, Moshe ben Avigdor z”l,
whose yahrzeit is this Shabbat, 26 Kislev
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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became the definition of the time range
for PIRSUMEI NISA, publicizing the
miracle.
Although in our day, people are out later
than this time, the halacha only requires
the half hour after stars-out.
However, it is recommended that one use
longer candles or more oil to extend this
time (somewhat), in recognition of the
expansion of the current-day Pirsumei
Nisa time-frame. We would further
suggest that one’s candles should stay lit
at least a half hour after the latest starsout time, namely Rabbeinu Tam time.
This is only a recommendation, not in any
way meant to be a halachic ruling.

HOW EARLY can one
LIGHT?
When necessary, one may light as early as
PLAG MINCHA (1¼ halachic hours before
sunset). This is by no means preferable,
but if circumstances are such that you
have to light early - leaving town, and the
like, then PLAG is the earliest.

LIGHTING for שבת
http://www.woodtales.shop

Beautiful and unusual
hand-crafted items in wood from fruit bowls to magnets,
also jewellery in wood,
and ceramics

For details contact Uri 054 2071190
or Osnat 054 207 1180
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It is preferable to daven Mincha before
lighting Chanukah candles, but one
should not miss out on a minyan to daven
before lighting.
Chanukah candles should be lit BEFORE
Shabbat candles - even if different people
are lighting each. Count on 5-10 minutes
before the posted Shabbat lighting time;
adjust according to your household’s
experience.

IN JERUSALEM...
Some follow the practice of delaying
Shabbat candle lighting for 20 minutes
4:20 this year (instead of the scheduled
4:00) and lighting Chanukah candles right
before Shabbat candles.
For other cities where candle lighting is 30
min. before sunset one should ask his/her
local Rav.

HAVDALAH
and CANDLE LIGHTING
The general practice, when lighting at
home, is to say Havdalah before lighting
the menorah.

Baka – Pent-Cottage 220sqm,

private entrance, private elevator,
4 exposures,
central, quiet –
7,500,000nis

052-3202488
Michael

OU Israel

Family Chanukah

Palooza!!

Join us for a week of Chanukah fun featuring:
Thursday, Dec. 10, First night of Chanukah

5:30pm (right after candlelighting)
Virtual Sufganiya Tour at the
Eden LaCarmel Bakery (OU Israel certified)
u Sufganiya-Decorating Competition
u

EVERY NIGHT OF CHANUKAH

Daily “Chanukah Unites” animated video clips.
Family discussion-starters emailed to you daily for
post-candlelighting family bonding time.
Thursday, Dec. 17, Last night of Chanukah

5:30pm (right after candlelighting)
Virtual family Chanukah kahoot competition
u Learn how to Beatbox with one of the Maccabeats,
Rabbi Mordy Pruss.

FREE OF
CHARGE!

u

For more details and to register, go to
www.ouisrael.org/events/familychanukah

Raffle with amazing
prizes including family
Playmobile sets!!!

Zoom link for opening and closing events:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85188407672
OU ISRAEL CENTER

l

WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

l

02-560-9110
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RABBI YAACOV
Kehillat Shivtei Yeshurun,
HABER Rav
Ramat Beit Shemesh

What Side
Are We On?

T

he Chanukah story took place 2190
years ago in the year 176 BCE. At
that time the Jews lived in Israel in
relative peace. Yet, while we were living
a traditional Jewish lifestyle in Jerusalem
a world revolution was going on. The
Syrian-Greeks who were the strongest
nation in the known world had set out
on a mission to culture the world. Their
preferred method was by enlightenment
and education; not by force. They traveled
wherever they could, from Athens across
the Mediterranean deep into North Africa
to spread the virtues and truth they were
so excited about.
What were these truths?
1.

Structure for Government, the Greeks
developed the parliamentary system
and a system of enforcement which
would remove the archaic, chaotic
and sometimes barbaric systems
which ran the world.

2.

Architecture, Gothic architecture
influences the environment of the
world until today.

3.

Geometry,
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algebra,

calculus,

and

physics have advanced and continue
to advance the development of the
sciences and are on the curriculum
of almost every advanced institute of
learning (including some of the holiest
Yeshivot.)
4.

Sport, of course the Greeks founded
the Olympics, the forerunner to the
World Series, Cup Day, the Grand
Finals and almost every physical
competition that entertains us today.

5.

Plato and Aristotle. Much of
Maimonides great work in the
“Guide for the Perplexed? is based on
Aristotelian thought.

The list goes on and on with astronomy,
medicine and so much more. The Greeks
traveled from society to society to teach
that which they have discovered in order
to make the world a better place to live
in.
Along the way they came to the Land of
Israel. They met an ancient people and
they began to teach of a new world order.
They conveyed to the Jews that civilization
was undergoing a great advancement
and that the entire civilized world was
participating. There was no longer any
need to ponder ancient texts and teachings
to find truth; current science encompassed
all and answered every pertinent question.

They challenged the Jews to come out of
the dark ages.
The Greeks were exceedingly effective and
influential in Israel. According to historical record one third of all Jews became
Misyavnim or Hellenists who decided that
they must get current and state-of-the-art
in order to participate and take their part
in the cultural advancement of civilization.
So the Jews adopted Greek culture, imitated Greek customs, and abandoned their
Jewish Heritage. Some of them even went
so far as to attempt to remove the marks of
their circumcision.
At that time the office of High Priest was
the most powerful position in Judea at that
time. When Antiochus IV came to power in 175 B.C.E., the reigning High Priest
Onias III, offered the king the opportunity
to establish within Jerusalem a city-state
called Antiochia. The High Priest erected a
gymnasium in Jerusalem, and other Greek
institutions. His agenda, to strengthen
Hellenistic Culture, led to a spiraling of traditional Jewish life and religious worship.
Three years later, another Jewish leader
of the Hellenists, offered Antiochus even
greater tribute and even more Hellenizing
measures. In order to keep his promises
to King Antiochus, he plundered the Holy
Jewish Temple of its gold vessels and gave
them to the Greeks.
Against the tide of the times rose the
Maccabees; a group of Priests who decided to wage war in order to preserve the
integrity and history of the Jews against
Greek influence. They drew a line in the
sand and as Moses did before them at the

episode of the Golden Calf, the Maccabees
challenged the population to take a position – “Mi LeHashem Aloy” Are you on
the side of G-d or not? If you are we must
fight against the Greeks and even more so
against our brothers who have embraced
their campaign.
Antiochus IV brutally suppressed this rebellion, and began an official persecution
of the Jewish religion in Judea, outlawing
the Sabbath, Torah studies, and circumcision. He went so far as to institute pagan
idolatry in the Holy Temple. All this he did
with the advice and connivance of his supporters, the Jewish Hellenists.
What would have been our position in this
battle? What side are we on?
It seems we have the greatest respect for
the Greek contribution. As Jews we don’t
abhor mathematics or decline to admire a
beautifully designed building: the science
of military strategy was formalized by the
Greeks and is used today in the modern
State of Israel to ward off our enemies. The
Sanhedrin, according to many commentaries is a Greek word and in many ways a
Greek concept.
There is a mitzvah for each one of us to
write a Torah scroll.
The Mishnah teaches us that when writing a Sefer Torah one must use only the
Hebrew fonts. Russian or Arabic letters,
even if they produce a phonetically correct
result are not permissible. The only exception to the rule is Greek letters. It is permissible to write a Torah in Greek letters and
use it as a Torah in the Synagogue! Could
OU ISRAEL CENTER

49

anyone imagine writing a Torah in the alphabet of the enemy!?
Let us trace the history of civilization. In
the 600th year of Noah’s life, 1656 years
after creating Adam, God sent a great
flood that destroyed all of the world’s
population. Immediately following the
devastating flood, Noah and his three sons
emerged from their ark. The entire future
population of the world stems from those
that emerged from that ark. Noah called
together his three sons Shem, Cham and
Yefet and he blessed them.
The words Noah uttered to his sons were
to shape the entire future of the world. To
Yefet he said, “May G-d give you beauty?.
To Cham he said (because he had sinned
immediately upon emerging form the ark)
“You shall be slaves and slaves of slaves?.
To Shem he said you shall be scholars
and priests. From Cham came the African
nations, from Yefet came the Greeks (this
thread can be followed explicitly in the
Torah) and from Shem came our father
Abraham.
The Talmud comments on the interdependence of the three brothers based
on the nuance of the verses. “When is Yefet
beautiful?? explain the Rabbis, “When
their beauty serves as a housing for the
holiness of Shem.?
From this Talmudic analysis we can arrive
at an entirely new perspective on the
interrelationship between Shem and Yefet
or more importantly between the Jews and
the Greeks.
Jews do not abhor Greeks or their wisdom
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any more than the soul abhors the body;
we appreciate their aesthetics, make use
of their wisdom and enjoy their physical
competitions. The Greeks are the masters
of beauty, aesthetics and adornment. The
Jews are the masters of spirituality and
substance.
The Synagogue building may be designed
with Greek architecture but inside it must
contain the Torah and its teachings. Even
the very letters that the Torah is written
can be considered adornment hence be
written in Greek but the substance or the
message must be Jewish. The writing of
the Torah represents the physical aspect of
the Torah, manifesting the Torah into this
world. The message comes from the world
of G-d. Outside can be Yefet but inside
must be Shem.
Let’s take a closer look at the Chanukah
struggle. The Jews really had no problem
with the Greeks being Greeks. They didn’t
even have a problem with the Greeks
decorating the Jews. This was in fact their
function and unique blessing; to beautify
the world. It was for this purpose that they
survived the flood.
The problem that the Maccabees had was
with Jews becoming Greeks! The Greeks
had a great mission but Jews had an even
greater one. But because of the intangible
nature of the Jewish contribution it was
nowhere near as glamorous as the Greek
world of philosophy, healing the sick,
space programs. So Jews began to cross
over.Assimilation takes place when the
border begins to blur.
What is the Jewish contribution, not only

for the Maccabees but for us?
Mark Twain in a famous letter to an
American Jewish lawyer asked his
correspondent whether he had ever heard
of the plan of a journalist named Herzl.
“He wishes to gather the Jews of the world
together in Palestine with a government of
their own?. Twain went on to write that he
has no personal objection to the idea but
he doubts that the world would ever allow
“that concentration of the cunningest
brains? he wondered what would happen
if “that race finds out its strength. If the
horse knew theirs, we should not ride any
more.? (Mark Twain, Concerning the Jews)
Twain didn’t know our strength either –
and we Jews don’t know our strength. Our
strength does not lie in our cunning brains
but rather in our ability to be a light onto
the nations. Brains are only part of the
package.
We have given the world the Ten
Commandments; we have taught the world
Monotheism; the Greek gods have become
comic book characters while all the major
religions of the world have accepted the
God of Abraham. Even the cultures that
have persecuted us have in time adapted
our thinking. The light we shed has
affected the most profound darkness. It
is when the light needs packaging that we
look to the Greeks.
As we light the Chanukah Menorah we
remember the struggle of the Maccabees
to remind their fellow Jews of their unique
mandate in this world. It is for us to shed
a radiant light wherever we are. If we can
do this, then our purpose will be served.

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

Ramat Baka - Nice new building, 2 rooms,

60m, 3rd floor with Shabbat elevator, parking &
storage room brand new, 1.69m nis

2, 3 & 5 rooms in this building for rent as well
Bustan Baka - 3 rooms, 75m, 2 full bathrooms,

1 floor up with Shabbat elevator, private parking
& storage room, move in shape 2.75m nis

Abarbanel street in Rechavia right off Shaarei

Chessed - 4 rooms, 90m, 2 floors up, great
shape, 2 full bathrooms. 3.49m nis

בס״ד

Need Storage ?

MAXI BoX
The place for extra space

Beit-Shemesh

Jerusalem

Modiin

053-7272-815
www.premiummoving.co.il
Like us on facebook
moving-”הובלות אייל

“premium
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RABBI CHAYIM SOLOVEICHIK
Rav Kehilat Ohr Shalom Ramat Beit Shemesh,
Rebbe Reishit Yerushalayim and Ohr Moshe Bet Shemesh

מאי חנוכהWhat is
Chanukah?

A

s we observe the festival of Chanukah, we should try to understand
the achievement that we are celebrating from more than two thousand
years ago. One of the main components of
Chanukah is reciting the Al Hanisim. From
the Al Hanisim it seems that even though
the Jews were able to return to the Beit Hamikdash the achievements we celebrate
are not Beit Hamikdash centered. The Al
Hanisim tells us how the wicked Greeks
tried to make the Jews forget the Torah and
stop doing Mitzvot. The Al Hanisim continues that G-d performed a great salivation
and due to that salvation we were able to

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon

In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm,
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan,
asking $2,550,000
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return to Torah, mitzvot and the Beit Hamikdash.
When one learns the Gemara in Mesechet
Shabbat, a different story is painted. The
Gemara asks what the miracle of Chanukah
is about. The Gemara answers that when
the Greeks came into the Beit Hamikdash
they contaminated all the oil and when the
Chashmonaim were victorious they were
able to find one pitcher of oil with enough
oil for one day and it lasted eight days. Due
to this miracle the chachamim enacted the
holiday of Chanukah. From the Gemara it
seems that Chanukah is a holiday which
is totally Beit Hamikdash centered which
forces the question of why do we celebrate
Chanukah today when we unfortunately
do not have a Beit Hamikdash.
From the Gemara and the Al Hanisim it is
clear that the Jews were not able to keep
the mitzvot like they wanted whether
it was mitzvot performed outside the
Beit Hamikdash or mitzvot performed
in the Beit Hamikdash. Rabbi Yoel Sirkis
otherwise known as the Bach explains why
the Jews lost the opportunity to perform
Mitzvot. He points out that the Jews of that
time were lax in the performance of the
Avoda, the service in the Beit Hamikdash.
We can speculate that just like they were
lax in the performance of the Avoda, they
were probably also lax in the regular

service outside the Beit Hamikdash. For
this reason they were punished and lost the
privilege to learn Torah, do mitzvot and
perform the Avoda in the Beit Hamikdash.
When the Jews reacted and stood up
against the Greeks they also made a
decision to strengthen their commitment
to Mitzvot and to do the Avoda in the best
way possible. The Beis Halevi points out
that when the Chasmonaim found the
pitcher of oil that had enough oil for one
night they decided to use thick wicks. They
could have used thin wicks which might
have lasted eight days, but they wanted to
fulfill the mitzva in the most beautiful way
with thick wicks and thick flames. We can
suggest that they used thick wicks because
it was necessary at that time to impress
upon the Jewish nation the importance of
striving for perfection in doing the Avoda.
In truth the Greeks tried to stop us from
doing all mitzvot and learning as we say in
the Al Hanisim, and after the nes Chanukah
the Jews were able to return to the normal
way of serving Hashem. However, they
learned an important lesson; not just
to serve Hashem but to do so in the best

פוליש

Polishing &
renewing of decks

possible way.
This could be the message of the Gemara
in Mesechet Shabbat. What was the real
miracle of Chanukah? It was not just that
we could go back to keep mitzvot, but that
we would perform the Mitzvot and Avoda
in the best possible way. In those times that
could be done only in the Beit Hamikdash.
The Miracle of the oil symbolized that
the Jewish nation would strive to serve
Hashem in the best possible way.
This year as we light the Chanukiya, say
Hallel and Al Hanisim, we should have
Hakarat Hatov and celebrate the privilege
of being able to do Mitzvot. Let us not
forget the commitment the Jews made at
the time of Chanukah to serve Hashem
in the best way possible. Unfortunately,
because we do not have a Beit Hamikdash,
our celebration is not complete. As we
light the Chanukiya, we should daven for
the Beit Hamikdash which will enable us
to serve Hashem in the ultimate way. As
we say daily in the song of Maoz Tzur:”
ַב ַח
ֵּ ְשם ּתו ָֹדה נְ ז
ׁ
ָ  ו,יל ִתי
ָ  ִּת ּכוֹן ֵּבית ְּת ִפRestore my
House of Prayer and there we will bring a
thanksgiving offering.”

ניקוי ספות

ניקוי שטיחים ניקוי מבנים
Cleaning of
offices and Shuls

Carpet cleaning

Sofa cleaning

www.talclean.co.il 050-4455975
OU ISRAEL CENTER

53

OU KASHRUT
RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN
PAGE BY
Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center
for Kashrut Education

Cooking
Sharp foods

S

harp foods hold a unique status in
the laws of kashrut and have various
applications. The Mishna in Masechet
Avodah Zara (2:6) rules that it is prohibited
to purchase kort shel chiltit from non-Jews.
Kort shel chiltit is asafetida, a common
herb with a very strong, sharp taste. The
Talmud (Avodah Zara 39:a) explains that
since non-Jews use this strong spice in their
cuisine, their non-kosher food flavor may
have been absorbed during the process of
preparing the spice.
Our Sages in the Talmud (ibid) suggest
that the kort shel chiltit made by non-Jews
should be permitted if the utensils used to
process it were eino ben yomo (not used for
the last twenty-four hours). As explained in
previous articles, flavor that was absorbed
in a utensil can only prohibit other foods
when the flavor is fresh. However, once
twenty-four hours have passed, the
flavor becomes notein taam lifgam (non-

www.translationsandadvocacyforolimhadashim.com
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desirable flavor) and does not prohibit
the consumption of further foods cooked
in the utensil. Our Sages inquired why
the kort shel chiltit is prohibited even
if non-Jews used their utensils for nonkosher food in the past. Now that the
utensil is eino ben yomo, the spice should
be permissible to eat. The answer given
by the Talmud is an essential concept
regarding sharp foods in halacha. The
Talmud answers that since kort shel chiltit
has such a strong flavor, it can turn the
flavor in the utensil from eino ben yomo
to ben yomo; or in simple terms it makes
non-desirable flavor, desirable. Based on
the answer above, the kort shel chiltit of
non-Jews will always be prohibited, since
no matter how much time has passed, the
non-kosher flavor in the utensil will make
the spice non-kosher.
Early authorities debate whether the
unique rule of sharp foods reviving
flavor is true with all sharp foods, or is it
a specific rule regarding kort shel chiltit.
The Maharam (Teshuvot V’psakim 2:22)
rules that only regarding kort shel chiltit
does distasteful flavor become viable and
have halachic ramifications. The Aruch
Hashulchan (YD 96:3) explains the logic
of the Maharam. Chiltit or asafetida (in
its fresh form) is almost inedible, has a
pungent smell, and was mostly used for
medicinal purposes. Thus, it has a unique

The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

classification in halacha. Sefer HaTeruma
(60) disagrees with Maharam, citing many
different sources in the Talmud to prove
that any sharp food has the same halachic
rule as kort shel chiltit. According to Sefer
HaTeruma, sharp foods in our modern
cuisine such as spices, onions and lemons
could have an effect on milk and meat
utensils, even if they are eino ben yomo.

unique status of affecting the notein taam
lifgam/eino ben yomo rule. Authorities
dispute if all sharp foods or only kort
shel chiltit are included in this category.
Ashkenazim follow the strict opinion
that all sharp foods are included, while
Sephardi authorities are divided. The topic
will be addressed further in forthcoming
articles.

The Rema writes clearly in numerous
places (YD 95:2, 96:3, 122:3) that one
must follow the Sefer HaTeruma’s strict
ruling and as such, all sharp foods can
convert eino ben yomo utensils to ben
yomo. Modern authorities agree with
the Rema, and that is the normative
practice of Ashkenazic Jewry (Shach
YD 96:6, Aruch Hashulchan YD 96:4).
Regarding the Shulchan Aruch, there
seem to be contradictions in his rulings.
In certain places, he cites the lenient
opinion of the Maharam, while in
other rulings he mentions the stringent
opinion of the Sefer HaTeruma. Based on
these contradictions, there is a dispute
amongst later Sephardic authorities
what the practice should be. Rav Ovadia
Yosef (Yabia Omer 8:43) is adamant that
the Shulchan Aruch is lenient, while the
Ben Ish Chai (Parshat Korach) maintains
that the Shulchan Aruch rules stringently
and that should be the accepted custom.

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432

To summarize: Sharp foods have the
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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A Thundering
‘No’

T

he Torah contains musical notes.
Every word is sung whenever
the Torah is read publicly. These
musical notes, passed down from Moshe
throughout the generations, are extremely
meticulous and significant. They often
expose us to the word’s or sentence’s depth
that we would have never appreciated
from the word or sentence themselves.
One of the rarest and most unusual
musical notes in the Torah is known as the
shalshelet. It is this note which appears in
the episode of Yosef’s refusal to succumb
to the advances of his master’s wife that
sparked the interest of Rabbi Joseph
Soloveitchik zt”l.
The story is well known. Potiphar chooses
Yosef to become a slave in his household.
There, Yosef attracts the lustful imagination
of his master’s wife. She desperately tries

to engage him in a relationship, yet he
steadfastly refuses her.
This is the Torah’s description:
“Yosef was well-built and handsome in his
appearance. After a while, his master’s
wife took notice of Yosef and said, ‘Come
to bed with me.’ But he refused. He said:
‘With me in charge my master does
not concern himself with anything in
the house; everything he owns he has
entrusted to may care. No one is greater
in this house than I am. My master has
withheld nothing from me except you,
because you are his wife. How then could
I do such a wicked thing and sin against
God?” (Bereishit 39:6-9).
On the verb va’yemaen , ‘but he refused,’
is found a shalshelet, the thrice-repeating
musical note.
In order to understand its significance,
Rabbi Soloveitchik first commented on
an intriguing detail in the narrative,
concerning the way the Torah reports
Yosef’s response to his master’s wife
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proposition. When his master’s wife asks
him to lay with her, we would expect
Yosef to first explain to her why he cannot
accept her offer, and then conclude by
saying no. Yet, the Torah tells us that the
first thing Yosef does was to refuse her.
Only afterwards does he justify his refusal.
Why?
How did Yosef overcome this enormous
temptation?
Aware of the profound danger that he
might fall prey to immoral behavior, the
first thing Yosef did was present the woman
with a thundering “no”. The cantillation
of a shalshelet is in the configuration of
a chain. His refusal stemmed from the
unbroken chain of previous generations,
the shalshelet hamesorah - his genealogy,
his patrilineal descent - which impelled
him to declare his refusal to be seduced
without furnishing logic or explanation.
In this context Rabbi Soloveitchik took
note of another unusual feature in this
pasuk - the use of a p’sik (diving line). The
two words, va’yemaen, and he refused,
and vayomer, and he said, are distinct
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and separate; they are divided by a line
which signals that the two words are
not connected. In other words, Yosef’s
refusal and explanation do not constitute
a cause-and-effect relationship. The
word, va’yemaen is an expression of
unwillingness, of demurral without any
reason (‘A Fire In His Soul, Bunim’, p.366,
Mesorat HaRav Chumash, Beresheis
p.292).
Throughout
the
generations
the
resoluteness of the Jew and his ability to
declare without hesitation or compromise
- va’yemaen - has been the secret to the
Jewish nation’s survival.
The Rav cited great sages from our past
such as Rabbi Chanina ben Teradyon and
Rabbi Akiva who refused to accommodate
the enemy in the face of the pressure to
forsake the Almighty and His law. During
the era of Roman persecution they would
assemble groups together to study Torah.
These actions were not rooted in logic or
reason; it was an instinctive reaction.
Rabbi Soloveitchik elaborated on this
theme and said what was true of the great
sages in our history was often also true
of the ‘simple Jew’ who exhibited this

same exquisite trait. “The martyrs of the
Jewish people who sacrificed their lives
for the glory of God during the infamous
periods of forced conversion were not
always the scholars, rabbis, or preeminent
halachic authorities. Dormant in the soul
of the simple Jews lay engraved the trait
of va’yemaen. The Jewish instinct drove
and impelled them to sacrifice themselves
for kiddush Hashem.” (Mesorat HaRav
Chumash, Bereishis, p. 293)
This notion that there is inherent, or
an instinctive, attachment to the Divine
embedded in the soul of every Jew is
exquisitely stated in a noteworthy passage
that was dear to Rabbi Soloveitchik and
would often draw upon in his philosophical
teachings. In the 19th chapter of the Tanya,
the first Rebbe of Lubavitch contends that
even the simplest Jew, when he faces a test
challenging his faith, is propelled by his
neshama to respond to the test. That simple
Jew, ”without any reasoning, knowledge,
or intelligence that may be comprehended
by him, prevails over the kelipah and the
temptations of the world....and chooses
God as his portion and his lot, yielding to
Him his soul, in order to sanctify his name
(Likutei Amarim Chapter 19).

WEEKLY INSPIRATION
‘Everyone must know
That within burns a candle
No one’s candle is like his or hers fellow’s candle No one lacks their own candle
Everyone must know,
That it is their task to reveal their light to the world
To ignite it until it is a great flame
And to illuminate the universe.’
Rav Avraham Yitzchak HaKohen Kook zt”l
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OU Israel Around the Country:
Spotlight on OU Youth Centers Annual National
Staff Conference

“

We’ve built up complete trust with
the youth and we must not lose it”

– Rabbi Avi Berman, OU Israel
Executive Director
Every year, the OU Israel Youth Centers
directors and youth counselors meet
at an Annual National Conference. The
conference focuses on staff development,
planning and idea sharing. This year the
conference took place on Zoom. Miriam
Peretz who addressed the conference said,
“And who knows if you didn’t come to the
OU’s Youth Centers for this time” (a play on
words from what Mordechai tells Esther in
Megillat Esther).
Due to Corona, this year’s conference took
place online and included sessions discuss-

ing the challenges of working with youth
in the Corona era. Both OU staff and external professionals shared practical tools
that can be used in the educational work.
Speaking to the youth counselors, Rabbi
Avi Berman, OU Israel Executive Director,
recalled the first days of Covid-19. “After
Purim we sat and talked about what to do.
With one ear we were listening to the press
conference by the Prime Minister and the
Minister of Health, and at the same time
we were wondering what to do. However,
we knew one thing: whatever happens our
youth work must continue. We’ve built
up complete trust with the youth and we
must not lose it. In the end, the youth who
come to our centers watch us to see how
we behave. That is the only way we can
show them that what we are doing is really
important”.
Rabbi Berman continued, “When we
hear what goes on in the branches, in
the Zula of Chetzroni, and with the other
OU programs, we feel moved because it
is really touching. Now, we need to pass
it forward and we will succeed in doing
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this only if we understand that we are a
floodlight and that everyone is watching
us. I am proud and happy to see our
directors and the holy work they are doing;
how they worry about every boy and girl,
especially in these incredibly challenging
times that the Israel is experiencing”.
One of the topics discussed was the professional and financial management of
our OU Israel Youth Centers. Other topics
addressed the ongoing activities of the program. Several public figures also attended the conference, including MK Bezalel
Smotrich, Beit Shemesh mayor, Dr. Aliza
Bloch, and Miriam Peretz, who offered the
staff various tools for this challenging year.
“The OU’s Youth Centers show the kind
of leadership that involves responsibility
and leading. The first concern of the
organization is to help young people
believe in themselves, know their own
strengths, and then to connect them
with their own community so that from
there they will can reach society at large.
That’s how you build a society, how you
build a country, and the OU is taking this
responsible and spreading [this example]
to the rest of Israeli society,” said Knesset
Member Bezalel Smotrich.
“Life is challenging and each day we move
up a level and this is a time when you need
to demonstrate your strength when working with youth. They need you more than
ever,” said Peretz. “When young people are
in lockdown they need contact and love.
They need to feel your presence, and you
need to learn the right way to do it. I pray
that Hashem will open your hearts so you

can do your work the best way possible”.
Beit Shemesh Mayor Dr. Aliza Bloch said,
“In every stage in life you must ask yourself
where can I contribute most. Whether
you are older or a 15 year old madrich.
Everyone can find a place where they
can help others and you need to find that
place for yourself. Everyone can tell if they
are doing their best at this point in their
lives. The cooperation with the OU’s youth
centers is helping to advance education in
the city and I am delighted we are working
together.” OU Israel’s Makom Balev Youth
Center has operated in Beit Shemesh for
twenty years.
Chaim Pelzner, OU Israel Director of
Programs, added, “If we want to create a
routine during a difficult period like this
one, we need to continue doing things
that may look small, but are actually
important. That’s why we decided to hold
our conferences, just like every year,
so we can receive tools that can help us
continue our youth center activities both
when things are normal and during this
challenging period”.
OU Israel operates a network of youth centers in 20 cities in Israel, which cultivate
young community leadership and provide
a social, experiential, value-based environment where youth can grow and develop.
OU Israel does this by employing professional youth counselors who organize a
wide range of activities including, experiential and value-based activities, growth and
personal strengths workshops, field trips,
bar/bat-mitzvah programs, volunteering,
chag preparations, and more.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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When is a
Compromise
Compromised?

Y

oseph’s brothers deliberately left
him behind when they went to
pasture their father’s flock. Now,
on seeing Yoseph, the brothers plotted to
kill him. Perhaps, following Sforno, their
younger brother, the tattler, was coming
to report evil tidings about them to their
father, Ya’akov. It was time for their hated
brother to disappear from the scene.
Reuven interceded first by persuading
his brothers to throw Yoseph into a pit so
that they would not be guilty of murdering
their brother directly. Perhaps, as the firstborn, he would take responsibility and
rescue his younger brother from the pit at
a later stage.

But now, as the deed was about to be done,
Yehuda steps in. Yehuda, in comparison
with his brothers, was less hot-headed. As
Tamar Weismann indicates in her description of Yehuda, the latent potential embodied in his name (thanksgiving, admittance,
obligation) made him a natural leader
over his brothers.
Yehuda declares: “What do we gain by
killing our brother...Come, let us sell him
to the Ishmaelites.” And the brothers
agree. And the rest is history. But history
is not just a narrative; history is a lesson in
morality. The Torah is not descriptive; it is
prescriptive.

Harav Neventzal asks a sanguine question
concerning Yehudah. All the parties
involved in Yoseph’s demise would later
suffer, including Yaakov and his ailing
father Yitzchak: They would suffer from
anguish or guilt. The brothers and their
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father will go into exile; moreover, Yaakov,
according to the sources, lost his powers
of Ruach Hakodesh. But Yehuda will lose
his wife and two sons? How so?
Yehudah should have come out of this
sad event, the hero! For, after all, he kept
Yoseph alive. But no! He is punished
severely. And more so, following the
Midrash, after seeing their father’s grief,
his brothers berate him saying: “Had you
told us to restore Yoseph to our father,
we would have done so – we follow your
lead.”
So, what happened? One explanation is
that Yehuda wanted to profit from the sale
of Yoseph. Although his motive for saving
his younger brother was admirable, he
had another agenda. Be that as it may,
why was Yehuda’s punishment so much
greater than the others? After all, our
sources tell us, if not for Reuven, Shimon
and Levi would have killed their brother
with their bare hands.

upheld Yoseph’s innocence, did not act
upon his belief. He let his younger brother
fade into oblivion rather than stand up
for him and convince his brothers of his
righteousness.
Yehuda (at this stage of his life) failed
as a leader; he also failed to live by
his principles. He started a Mitzva but
ultimately betrayed Yoseph. Later in life,
Yehuda would make amends and display
leadership in all its glory. But for now, let
us take note; let us be aware of what we
stand for and live up to the values we hold
so dear.
Shabbat Shalom!

Rav Neventzal explains that Yehuda, the
natural leader, made a compromise. He
could have told his brothers, even urged
them, to spare Yoseph. Yoseph had pleaded
with them: he was not guilty of any wrongdoing. But no, Yehuda took the middle
road on his own back; he did not make a
compromise – a Pesharah – as would be
required in a Beit Din. He did not ask both
sides to acquiesce to the agreement; he
only gained the brothers’ consent, but not
that of Yoseph.
In their anger, Shimon and Levi did what
they thought was right and would have
acted upon it. Yehuda, who presumably
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Pressuring
a Store to
Take Back
Purchase

Mishpat 205:1). When he is coerced to buy
something, there is a machloket whether
the purchase is final (Rama ibid. 12 – no;
Pitchei Teshuva ad loc. 11 – yes). Even
according to the Rama, it is hard to believe
that you would try or succeed in coercing
the store to take it back. When a civil
person is just persistent, even if annoying,
it rarely reaches such a level.

Question: I bought something in a store
and wanted to return it. The customer
service person was reluctant to take
it back, but I was persistent and she
eventually agreed to it. Was it permitted
for me to handle it as I did, or did I violate
lo tachmod (I heard in a shiur that you can
violate this when pressuring a store to give
a refund)?

However, acting persistently to try to bring
about a transaction in which the other
side is not interested does raise questions
of lo tachmod (see Shulchan Aruch, CM
359:10) one of the Ten Commandments.
However, in this case, lo tachmod (not
coveting) does not apply for a simple
reason. All of the cases of lo tachmod that
I managed to find in classical sources
(starting from the examples in the pasuk)
and quite a few contemporary sources
referred to desiring to receive an object
(or person) that belongs to one’s friend. It
becomes forbidden when one wants it so
badly that he attempts to get it “by hook
or by crook” (see Rambam and Ra’avad
Gezeila 1:9 for one discussion of the point
of violation). They do not mention trying to
sell something by pressuring a buyer.

Answer: Our discussion relates to cases
in which you do not have a legal right
to demand a refund. In such a case,
forcibly returning the object is like forcing
someone to buy it. Regarding coercion to
make a transaction, if someone is coerced
to sell something and at the end says “yes,”
the sale is final (Shulchan Aruch, Choshen

I contacted the talmid chacham who gave
the shiur you heard. The only source
he found was a footnote in the Pitchei
Choshen (Geneiva 1:(26)). He admitted
that he was not sure lo tachmod applied.
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In fact, Minchat Asher (Devarim 9)
argues convincingly that one can only be
chomed an object that he wants. Wanting
to sell something and receive financial
compensation is not coveting anything.
We point out that desiring money is not
forbidden or even negative – we daven
and have many sources looking positively
about acquiring wealth and certainly a
basic living.
It also is quite clear that the Pitchei
Choshen did not contradict this thesis. He
discusses, in close proximity, lo tachmod
and the similar chamas. The difference
between the two is that in lo tachmod the
seller eventually agrees, whereas chamsan is when the seller never agrees (Bava
Kama 62a – it differs from a ganav in that
he paid for it). The Pitchei Choshen writes
that chamas (not lo tachmod) applies even
to one who forces someone to buy from
him. While this is difficult on a couple of
grounds (beyond our scope), it is more tenable for chamas to apply to selling as well,
because in the case where there was never
agreement, there is no sale, and therefore
the “seller” had no right to take the money even after the fact. This is not the same
idea of lo tachmod, which is over-desiring
something that is off limits to you (even if
some action is necessary to concretize it –
see Rambam ibid.). In your case, you did
not desire anything; to the contrary, you

wanted to get rid of something that did not
interest you and just recover the money
you regretted paying.
The maggid shiur wrote to me that even if it
is not formally lo tachmod, it has elements
of it regarding the spirit of the law. I agree
with this contention partially. It is bad
middot to pressure people to do something
that they do not want and are not required
to do. But if one focuses on convincing the
proprietor that if he does not agree, he will
prefer patronizing a more accommodating
store, which he has every right to do, that
should not be a problem. If you pressured
him obsessively or with improper tactics,
that is against the spirit of the law … but
not the spirit of lo tachmod.
Eretz Hemdah has begun a participatory
Zoom class - "Behind the Scenes with the
Vebbe Rebbe" - an analytical look at the
sources, methodology, and considerations
behind our rulings, with Rav Daniel Mann.
Contact info@eretzhemdah.org to join
while places are open.

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or
Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626
beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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Puah for Fertility and
RABBI GIDEON Machon
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha
WEITZMAN

Remembering Rabbi Sacks zt”l

W

hen I heard the sad news of
the untimely passing of the
late Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan
Sacks I was reminded of one of the memorable occasions when I had the privilege
and pleasure of hearing him speak.
Some thirteen years ago the Student
Medical Ethics Society of Yeshiva
University hosted a conference on fertility.
Many eminent and renowned medical
professionals and Rabbis were invited to
speak, and I also participated.
Rabbi Sacks delivered the opening address
with a fascinating observation. From
the beginning of the Torah God spoke
to man on numerous occasions and in a
variety of settings. God blessed, instructed,
admonished and punished. Man answered
God but never addressed the Almighty
with a request or a problem.
God promises Abram riches, fame and
posterity, but Abram was unsatisfied.
“What will you give me? For I go barren”
(Genesis 15:2). This verse is a change in
tone from all that has preceded it, for man
has now turned to God. And what was the
issue that prompted Abram to suddenly
question the rosy future promised by the
Lord? Infertility. The first request that
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man has from God is to be blessed with
children.
Rabbi Sacks’ words are striking, since
this reflection is the simple reading of the
Torah. This is not a Midrash or based on
a commentary; it is the pshat, the clear
reading. Abraham was the first to address
God and the impetus was to ask for
children, that most basic human need.
Rabbi Sacks spoke of how we have to
hear the sometimes silent cry of so many
couples and individuals after Avraham
who have the same request. We must
be sensitive to the plight of those facing
fertility challenges and strive to alleviate
their pain.
We must also seek practical solutions
using God’s gift of medical technology
and advances in the treatment of fertility.
While some suggest that doctors are
playing God by changing the fate of such
people, the Torah presents a very different
picture. Rabbi Sacks often spoke about the
obligation to take responsibility, for one’s
own destiny, for our fellow Jews and for
the welfare of the entire world. We must
use technology wisely and responsibly
to alleviate suffering and bring life into
the world.

The eloquent speech and poignant
message remain today as relevant as they
were when Rabbi Sacks delivered them.
Maybe even more so, since subsequent
medical advances enable us to treat even
more cases today than were possible
a decade ago. We are charged to bring
more life into the world and when facing
a challenge, Rabbi Sacks taught us, we are
not to give up but work with God to create
an even better world.

Talbieh: 4 rooms, good
exposures elevator, parking.
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Talbieh: 5 rooms. Luxury apt. in a small building,
renovated, 4 exposures, succa, parking, elevator.
Katamon: Garden apt. 5 rooms 3 baths.
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For Rent

Pinsker building: 3.5
rooms, views, terrace, High
floor, Shabbat Elevator parking, long term.

May his memory be a blessing.

Talbieh: 5 rooms Well kept Shabbat elevator,
parking, Immediate.

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem
and helps couples from all over the world
who are experiencing fertility problems.
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los
Angeles & Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050
(US) 718-336-0603 www.puahonline.org
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TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI
TEFILLA BY
Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

L

et’s continue our discussion of ברוך
ה’ לעולם אמן אמן. We will try and
understand the two words of this
paragraph that seem to form the main
motif – “ ”ברוךand “”אמן. Obviously, these
two terms have a major place in our daily
religious experience, so understanding
them better will help us not only for
this Tefilla but for all of our brachot
throughout the day.

ברוך
If you look in any standard translated
siddur or ask any random person on the
street, the word  ברוךis always translated
as “blessed” (as I translated it above).
But when it comes to Hashem, it just
doesn’t make any sense. Why would we
say that Hashem is blessed? Who blessed
Him? What did they bless Him with?
Money? Success? Children? It seems
almost ridiculous for us to announce
that Hashem is blessed. So it must mean
something else.
Rabbeinu Bechaye explains that the
root of the word  ברכהis ( בריכהpool or
water source). When we say that Hashem
is  ברוךwe are recognizing that He is the
source of everything. It also comes from
the word ( ברךknee). Once we recognize
that Hashem is the source of everything,
we kneel (on our knees) in praise and
submission.
68
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The biggest praise we can possibly give to
Hashem is the word ברוך, because in that one
word we express our utter and complete
appreciation for everything Hashem does
for us. Hashem is ready to give us all the
good in the world, but He needs us to first
take that step in recognizing where that
good is coming from.
As parents, we can understand this
concept (on a human level). For children,
parents are the source of all good. They
give them food, clothing, shelter, warmth,
love, entertainment etc. But when a child
fails to recognize where all that good is
coming from, parents feel frustrated and
that they have raised children who are
ungrateful. Look at the following story
(found in From the Source with Spirit
Tefilla textbook) –
Robyn loved her children very much, but
found they had grown accustomed to
receiving things from her and viewed those
things as something they were entitled
to. As the temper tantrums of her little
children grew, she decided she needed
to do something to teach her children
that she would love to provide them with
everything they wished, as long as they
recognized what she was doing on their
behalf. She deliberated back and forth, and
she finally decided that she would provide
her children with only the minimum for a
week…Obviously things didn’t start off so

smoothly. The children were accustomed
to fine meals and now were only getting
sandwiches with spreads. There were
many complaints….. (when she) started
again preparing some of their favorite
meals, the children did something they
hadn’t done regularly in the past: they
thanked their mother! Robyn noted –
Sometimes a mother or a provider wants
to give, but they don’t want the receiver to
become an ingrate and feel entitled. When
the recipient recognizes the giver’s efforts,
it is so much easier to give more, knowing
it will be appreciated”.

to shower us with all we need and more.

Making a bracha, and recognizing that
Hashem is  ברוךthe source of blessing
solves this issue. Each time we stop and
recognize this basic fact, we are opening
up the gates of blessing, enabling Hashem

What’s true about a bracha of Shehakol or
Asher Yatzar, is true here as well. Through
the ripple effect of spreading the word of
Hashem’s Presence throughout the world,
we are in essence spreading to the world

Rav Soloveitchik notes in Moadei Harav“When one recites a bracha, he is in
essence saying, “Master of the Universe,
You are hidden behind a cloud, no one
sees you. Yet, as I drink this glass of water,
I reveal your presence. The very fact that
I can eat, that my body absorbs food, that
I can digest, indeed the entire biological
process behind food consumption itself, is
testimony to Your presence. Through this
recognition, I am removing the obscuring
cloud. I am revealing You”.
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the fact that Hashem is ברוך, making sure
that everyone realizes that it is Hashem
who is the source of everything in this
world!! We need to be totally clear about
this point before we can even begin to
think about approaching Hashem with all
of our ( בקשותrequests) in the Shemonah
Esrei.

אמן
Throughout the day, whenever we hear
someone make a bracha, we respond
“”אמן. And here in this Tefilla, after the first
and last sentence, we conclude not once
but twice “”אמן ואמן. But what does the term
 אמןactually mean? The Shulchan Aruch
124:6 writes that is means “...אמת היא הברכה
 –”ואני מאמין בזהWhat I just heard is true
and I believe it. The Taz and the Magen
Avraham add on that we should also have
in mind, יהי רצון מלפניו יתברך שיקיים דבר זה, a
prayer that this should continue to be true
in the future.
In our Tefilla as well, we recite  אמןto

confirm that what we have said is true and
hope it will remain that way. We announce
that Hashem is the source of all bracha,
וברוך שם כבודו לעולם וימלא כבודו את כל הארץ אמן ואמן
Hashem is the source of all good:

לעולם: forever, in all times
וימלא כבודו את כל הארץ: and around the world,
in all places.
We conclude with the word Amen, to verify
that this basic tenet is completely true, we
believe it with all of our being, and we
also request that this tenet continue to be
recognized in the future by all.
The Gra explains that the reason why we
say it twice  אמן ואמןis once על המקום, in the
realm of space, and once על הזמן, in the
realm of time.
May we see speedily in our days the
fulfillment of the prophecy of Yishayahu
"“ומלאה הארץ דעה את ה’ כמים לים מכסים
)ט: (ישעיהו יאKnowledge of Hashem will fill
the world the way that water fills the sea!

Cut and paste into your siddur
Traditionally, this paragraph is said when one completes all of Sefer Tehillim.
The five paragraphs of the Hallelukahs are in actuality the last 5 perakim of
Tehillim. We conclude now with the traditional  ברוך ה’ לעולםas if to say, we
unfortunately don’t have time to say all of Tehillim every morning, but we did
our best and please consider it as if we actually said all of the praises found in
the entire 150 perakim of Tehillim! The biggest praise we can possibly give to
Hashem is the word ברוך, because in that one word we express our utter and
complete appreciation for everything Hashem does for us. Hashem is ready
to give us all the good in the world, but He needs us to first take that step in
recognizing where that good is coming from.
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Can I Pick
And Eat
Olives From
My Tree?

T

he olive fruit fly (Bactrocera
oleae) is a serious pest that affects
olive cultivation. The fly thrives
primarily in warm and humid areas, and
is prevalent in the Middle East and South
Africa.
The fly punctures the olive skin and
deposits one egg inside (sometimes bites
are without egg deposits). Only one larva
develops in each olive, even if there are
several bite marks on the olive. The larva
(white) tunnels into the fruit, and before
turning into a cocoon, it tunnels its way
towards the surface layer. After the adult
fly emerges from the olive, it leaves a hole
and the olive appears dark, rotten, and
lopsided—not elliptical as usual.
Dark blotches or rotten areas can attest
to the presence of a worm or cocoon in
the fruit and we need to open and check
it. However, the fly might have hatched
and exited the olive or the olive might
be physically damaged. If the olive is full

inside, it is insect-free. Holes in the olive
attest to the presence of an insect.
Yet, the larva might be at the beginning
stage of development, when large dark
spots aren’t present. So we need to check
for bite marks, which look like small dark
spots. If bite marks are present, open the
fruit to check for larva. For people who
don’t know what to look for, bite marks
might be hard to identify.
If olives appear whole and there
dark spots, rotten areas, or bite
they can be eaten (note: scale
sometimes stick to olive skin and
be removed).

are no
marks,
insects
should

In commercial orchards in Israel, most
farmers spray against the olive fruit
fly. Most imported olives are from
Egypt, Jordan, and Turkey (from the
Institute for the Mitzvot of Eretz Yisrael).
Infestation is highly possible in private
gardens and untreated orchards; nets and
fly traps can help reduce the presence of
these flies.

Photo:
Papirus,
the Israeli
Gardening
Portal
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DIVREI TORAH FROM
YESHIVOT AND SEMINARIES
Torah Tidbits is proud to highlight the many outstanding Rabbis and
teachers that lead the various Yeshivot and Seminaries here in Israel.

AISH GESHER, YERUSHALAYIM
Aish Gesher provides motivated young men a year like no other. As
the gap-year program at Yeshivat Aish HaTorah, the Gesher program
combines intensive Beis Midrash learning with the famous inspiration
of Aish HaTorah philosophy. Students develop into Bnei Torah capable
of mastering Gemara, Tanach, and Halacha, as well as a robust
curriculum articulating answers to the most challenging philosophical
questions in Judaism. A warm, positive environment nurtures students to develop into
their best selves. Tiyulim and Chessed opportunities connect the students with today's
modern Israeli society, just as the shiurim in Jewish History connect them to the ancient
sites surrounding the Old City campus. Sharing the Beis Midrash with older Baalei
Teshuva, as well as a Spanish program for Latin American students, creates a mature
environment, exposing students to a broad perspective on appreciating Torah learning and
the broader Jewish people. Students continue on with a passion for Torah and Am Yisrael,
making an impact on their campuses and communities. For more information, please see
www.aishgesher.com.

Rabbi Dovid Rosman
Director of Yeshiva
Aish HaTorah
Founder,
Aish Gesher
Tools for Turmoil
Yaakov Avinu had a rough life. He grew
up with an evil twin brother, was forced to
run away from his parents and home, had
to work for seven years to marry Rachel
only to then be tricked by his evil fatherin-law Lavan resulting in him having to
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work for an additional seven years. He
had to confront his arch enemy Esav and
he experienced the tragic events related
to his daughter Dina. This week’s parsha
begins with the words “vayeishev Yaakov
– Yaakov settled,” which Rashi explains
to mean “Yaakov sought to dwell in
tranquility.” After all he suffered, Yaakov
was more than ready to have a peaceful
and simple lifestyle. But Hashem had a
different plan, and Yaakov’s dream was
short lived. The very next passuk begins
describing the ordeal leading up to Yosef’s

disappearance. Yaakov was now going to
confront perhaps the most difficult period
of his life.
While many of us can relate to Yaakov’s
desire to take it easy, we would not have
expected this from the great Yaakov Avinu.
Did he really think that he completely
perfected himself spiritually and had no
further need to grow and develop through
life’s challenges? Isn’t life about working
on ourselves and always trying to achieve
more? If so, what does it mean “Yaakov
sought to dwell in tranquility?”
Rabbi Jacob Joseph (1840-1902) was the
only Chief Rabbi, ever, of New York City
(the Yeshiva RJJ was subsequently named
after him). In a sermon delivered in
1888, on parshas Vayeshev, he suggested
a magnificent explanation of Yaakov’s
desire and Hashem’s response.
Yaakov saw that the twelve shevatim,
and hence the future of Klal Yisrael, was
to emerge from him. He was their father
and mentor. To invest in them properly
and teach them Torah and derech eretz
with his full energy, he needed to live
with shalva – tranquility. Yaakov wasn’t
looking to chill out, he was looking to
educate his children in the greatest and
most efficient way. He felt that to have
the maximum impact on them, he needed
peace of mind.
This actually makes sense. Why then
didn’t Hashem grant Yaakov his request?
Hashem saw an important value that
Yaakov still needed to impart to the
shevatim - how a parent or mentor
responds to difficulties. Everyone

confronts challenges in life. If a child sees
his parents navigate their own tragedy,
loss, or disappointment with emunah,
inner strength, and resilience, he gains
the necessary tools to successfully handle
any difficulties he is faced with. This was
the important educational message the
shevatim, the foundation of Klal Yisrael,
needed to imbibe. (Rabbi Joseph’s entire
sermon can be found in the biography
“The Rav Hakolel,” pg. 577).
The Al Hanisim prayer of Chanukah is
introduced with the words “Beyemei
Matisyahu ben Yochanan Kohen Gadol
ubanav – during the days of Matisyahu
the son of Yochanan, the Kohen Gadol,
and his sons.” The Siddur Siach Sifsoseinu
notes that on Chanukah, as opposed to
Purim, we highlight the strong connection
between grandparent, son, and grandson.
Where did the “banav” get the strength
to fight for what they believed in,
despite the difficulties of the situation?
Because in their youth, they observed
their father and grandfather, Matisyahu
and Yochanan, both kohanim gedolim,
devoting their lives to the holiness of the
Beis Hamikdash; a position which was not
easy and required tremendous sacrifice.
Even with all the pain and confusion that
surrounds us, we have the opportunity
to be like Yaakov Avinu, Yochanan,
and Matisyahu and give over this very
important message to the next generation.
Whether it’s within our own family unit
or with our students, we can teach, by
example, the positive ways in which
we are dealing with our personal and
communal struggles.
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
Gavriel Novick,
Director of
Regional
Development
Chinuch is Never-Ending

into one of the biggest sibling rivalries in
Jewish history. Hashem’s lesson to Yaakov
is that the chinuch of our children is never
complete and never something we can
assume is done.

Rashi explains from the word “vayeshev”
that after a difficult life story Yaakov
wanted to finally sit in tranquility. Hashem
replies that the righteous receive their
tranquility and ultimate reward in the
world to come, however in this world they
must toil. This explains the story which
immediately follows in the parsha: the
selling of Yosef.

Even when living in Israel,

Why is it that the righteous are not allowed
peace in this world? Rav Moshe Feinstein
explains that Yaakov’s intention or wish
was that he had completed the mitzvah
of chinuch for his children. His children
were now older and already guided in the
correct path of Torah. Yaakov could instead
recommit to his own Torah study. Hashem
answers him harshly for this mistaken
view. Yaakov will soon realize that he had
certainly not completed the chinuch of
his children as they were about to enter
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our religious passion needs to
be cultivated
How many families, just like Yaakov, settle
each year in Israel thinking their role in
educating their children is now done? If
my children live in Israel they will be ok.
Yet from story after story, we are shown
that is not the case. Our children need
much more. Now in our 6th year, hundreds
of teen olim continue to be religiously
inspired through NCSY Israel because we
understand that chinuch never ends and
that developing a connection to Torah is
a continuous mission. Even when living
in Israel, our religious passion needs
to be cultivated and never assumed. As
we celebrate Chanukah let us commit to
help brighten the flame that exists inside

ourselves and our children to ensure that
we all shine our brightest.

Netanel Feinberg
12th Grade
Beit Shemesh,
The Value of
Communication
In this week’s Parsha, we see the
relationship between Yosef and his
brothers. At the beginning of the Parsha, it
talks about how Yaakov loved Yosef more
than any of his other sons. Later on, Yosef
tells his brothers about his dreams, which
seemed to be about Yosef ruling over
his brothers and even over his parents.
These things caused jealousy and hatred
amongst Yosef’s brothers towards Yosef,
which is what eventually lead them to sell
him into slavery.
In this story, there seemed to be a lack
of understanding in Yaakov’s family.
Yaakov might not have realized that by
treating Yosef better than the rest of his
sons, he was causing them to be jealous
of him. Yosef might not have thought that
by sharing his dreams with his family he
would cause his brothers to be upset with
him. Nonetheless, Yosef’s brothers still

ended up hating Yosef.
Being in a family can be difficult
sometimes. A family member might feel
that they’re being treated worse than other
members, or that one of their siblings
are being treated better than the rest of
the family. There can be fights between
siblings, between a child and their parents,
or among the parents themselves. This
tension can make living as a family very
challenging at times and can lead to people
doing things to their family that they might
later regret.
One of the messages we can learn from
this week’s Parsha is the importance of
communication in families. When family
members talk to each other about how
they feel, they are able to be closer with
one another and grow as a family. They
can better support each other and really
feel that their family cares for them,
understands them, and truly loves them.
-----------------------------------NCSY Israel is the premier organization
in Israel, dedicated to connect, inspire,
empower, and help teen olim with "Klita"
to the Land of Israel by encouraging
passionate Judaism through Torah and
Tradition. Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

We buy your Gold & Silver
Personal home service - 30 years experience
We also buy silverware, gold & silver coins!

Please send me a picture to Whatsapp for free appraisals

972-54-219-2428
mail: absaffran@gmail.com

Follow Us
On Facebook

I pay cash! I will meet you where you want! Customer service!
OU ISRAEL CENTER
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Chanukah gift
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comics!

Lots of fun!
More than

100 pages
of comics
What
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